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CHAP. V. 

Hijiory of ths Cappadocians* 

SECT. I. 

'The Defcripiion of Cappadocia,’ 

T his country was known to the antients by the name and 
ot Syfia or Ajfyria^ and the inhabitants by that 
LeucofytL It borrowed the name of Cappadocia, ac¬ 
cording to Pliny from the river Cappadox \ according to 
Htrodianm from one Cappadocus, the founder of this nation 
and kingdom. Others fuppofe the name of Cappadocia de¬ 
rived from fome barbarous Word, whereof the meaning is 
unknown to us ; for the river Cappadox js mentioned only 
by and Cappadoius^ the pretended founder of the na¬ 

tion, is fpoken ot by none of the antient hidorians. Cappado- 
da, in ancient times, comprifed all tliat country which lies 
between mount Taurus and the Euxine fea j and was divided 


• Lib. vi. c 3. 
VoL. X. 
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by the Perjians into two fatrapi^ or governments, by the 
Macedonians into two kingdoms $ the one called Cafpadecta ad 
Taurum^ and Cappadocia Magna ; the other Cappadocia ad Pon- 
turn, and commonly Pontus. Of the latter we have given 
the hiftory already ; of the former we are to write in this 
chapter. Cappadocia Magna, or Cappadocia, properly fo 
called, lies between the thirty-eighth and forty-ftrft degrees 
of north latitude; and was bounded \sy Pontus on the north; by 
Lycaania, and part of Armenia Minor, on the fouth; by Gala^ 
tia, on the weft j and by the Euphrates, and part of Armenia 
Minor, on the eaft. Under king Archelaus, and fome of his 
predeceftbrs, Cappadocia was divided, as Strabo informs us, 
into ten prefeftures, five of which lay near mount Taurus j 
viz. Melitena, Cataonia, Cilicia, Tyanttis, IJfauritis ; the 
other five comprehended the remaining part of the kingdom; 
but Strabo leaves us in the dark as to their fituation, and the 
towns of note which they contained. 

The metropolis of all Cappadocia, in antient times, was 
Mazaca or Eufebia, called afterwards Cafarea by Tiberius, in 
honour of Augujius, This latter name it ftill detains, being 
called by the inhabitants Kejaria. It is built round a rock, 
as Tavernier informs us, on the top of which ftands a caftle, 
and is ftill a populous and confiderable city. It was the ice 
of the renowned St. Bajil, and its archbiftiop to this day holds 
the firft rank among the prelates who are under the patriarch 
of Conjiantinople. The other cities of note in Cappadocia are, 
Comana, called Comana Cappadocia, to diftinguiih it from an¬ 
other city of the fame name in Pontus, This city was famous 
in antient times for a temple confecrated to Bellona, whofe 
priefts and attendants of both fexes amounted, in Strabo’s time, 
to the number of fix thoufand, and upwards. The chief- 
prieft was lord of the adjoining country, and, in honour, next 
to the king, being commonly of the royal family. NyJJa in 
Chiiftian times, the fee of Gregory, furnamed Nyjfenus, and 
brother to St. BM, Nazianzum, the fee and place of nati¬ 
vity of another Gregory, no lefs celebrated by the writers of 
ecclefiaftical hiftory. Archelais, fo called from Archelaus 
king of Cappadocia, who either founded, or repaired and ^m- 
bellilhed it. Diocafarea, placed by Plir^ in Cappadocia, by 
others in Phrygia, and antiently called, as we read in Strabo, 
Cabria. Faujlinopolts, fo called in honour of Faujiina, wife 
to the emperor Antoninus, Cabijira, mentioned by Tally in 
his letters 9 . Pterium, memorable for the overthrow of Croe- 
fus by Cyrus, which was attended with the ruin of iJat Lydian 
kingdo^l. 

* Cic. lib. XV. qpift. 11, ad fenat. ^ ad Attic. 1 . v. epift. iS. 

Th$ 



fciV, (?/ 

Thi rivers of this country that defcrve any notice, are, jRiW/. 
the 'which indeed rifes in the weftern borders of Ga^ 

latiay but pa0es through the fp'uthern borders of this kingdom 
and Armenia y and falls into the Euphrates ; the Halys, which 
rifes near Nazianzum-, and, bending hrft to the weft, and then 
to the north, pafles through Galatia and Paphlagonia^ and 
difeharges itfelf into the Euxine fea, between Synope and Ami~ 

Jus i the Irisf now Cafalmac, which, as Strabo informs us, 
palled through Amajia, his own country, and, receiving the 
Themifcyra, falls into the Euxine fea, not far from Amifus, 

This country produces excellent wines, and moft kinds of^o// and 
fruits } and was formerly rich in mines of illver, brafs, iron, tr/tma/r. 
and alum ; affording alfo great ftore of alabafter, cryftal, jaf- 
per, and onyx-ftone. But it was chiefly celebrated by the 
antients for its breed of horfes, which ^yere, and ftill are, in 
great requeft. Some parts of Cappadocia are very mountain¬ 
ous and barren, the Antitaurus running through thofe pro¬ 
vinces which border on the two Armenia's. In this part of 
Cappadocia ftands mount ArgauSy of fuch an extraordinary 
height, that one may fee, as fome authors relate, from the 
top of it, the Euxine fea on one fide, and Mediterranean 
oil the other. 

- Cappadocia was probably peopled by Togarmahy the h&Ongin, 
fon of Corner, and his defeendants Bochart " obferves, that 
the Cappadocians are faid by the fathers to be defeended from 
Caphtorim, the laft of the offspring of Mizraim, and that 
Caphtor is rendered by the feptuagint Cappadocia. In this, 
without all doubt, they followed the Jews, who explain thofe 
names the fame way, as do the three Chaldee paraphrafts. But 
by Cappadocia, in thefe writings, is not to be underftood 
Cappadocia in Afta Minor, as Bochart judged j but fome place 
in Egypt, generally fuppofed, by the rabbles, to be Demyat 
or Demietta commonly confounded with Pelujium. 

A s to the ftate of this nation in the early times, we are Govern^ 
quite in the dark. Cteftas, as quoted by Diodorus Siculus, tells 
us, that from the very beginning it was fubjeiSt to foreign 
minces. But that writer is no ways to be depended upon. 
Cappadocia was, without all doubt, a province of the king¬ 
dom of Lydia ; and after theoverthrow of Creefus paffed from 
the Lydians to the Perjians, to whom the Cappadocians paid 
an annual tribute, as Strabo writes s, •of nfcecn hundred 
horfes, two thoufand mules, and fifty thoufand ftieep. The 
firft king of Cappadocia we find mentioned in hiftory isPhar- 

^ See vol. i. p. 376, 377. * Bochart. phaleg. 1 . iv. c. 31. 

^ Rabbi Saadias & MAiMONiDEsapudLioHTFOOT.oper.ii. p. 

398, s Strab. 1 . xii. p. 370. 
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nactSt a noble Pir^n^ who, having fave<l Cyru$ front a ra¬ 
venous lion, running full i^ed aflainU him while he watbwt-' 
ing, was by him rewarded with his After Atoja^ ana the king¬ 
dom of Cappadocia, Diodorus ftiles him only governor of 
Cappadocia, This country was afterwards fubdued by the 
Alacedonians^ and changed into a province; but again re- 
ftored to its former ftate by Jlriarathes III. who, laying hold 
of the opportunity which the diflenfions that reigned among 
the fucceftbrs of Alexander gave him, put Atnynias their go¬ 
vernor to death, and, with forces raifed in Armenia, reinftated 
himfelf in the kingdom, which he tranfmitted to hispofteri- 
^ i who held it till the reign of Ariarathes VIII. the laft of 
the royal race of Pharnaces, Two other families reigned in 
Cappadocia, namely thofe of Arioiarzanes and Archelaus ; but 
under the latter the kingdom was changed into a province of 
the Roman empire, nor ever more returned to its former ftate. 
It was greatly inlarged under the emperors, by the addition 
of Pontus, and part of Paphlagonia ; and thus it ftood in the 
time of Ptolemy,veha TccliiOD&PontusGalaticus,Cappadoeius,zndL 
Polemanaicus, as parts of this province. It was afterwards di¬ 
vided into ten prefedlures \ but in the time of Canfiantine the 
Great,Pontus, Lycaonia, and Pijidia, being made diftindf pro¬ 
vinces, Cappadocia was confined to its former bounds (A). * 
The religion of the ancient Cappadocians was much the 
fame with that of the Perjians, of which we have given elfe- 
where an accurate account b. At Comana there was a ftately 
and rich temple confecrated to Bellona, whofe battles the 
priefts and their attendants ufed to reprefent on ftated days, 
cutting and wounding each other, as if feized with an enthu- 
fiaftic fury. No Icfs famous and magnificent were the tem¬ 
ples of Apollo Catanius, or Cataonius, at Dajiacum, and of 
Jupiter in the province of Morimena, which laft had three 
thoufand facred feivants, or religious votaries. The chief- 
prieft was next in rank to that ot Comana, and had, as Straba 


See vol. V. p. 143, et feq. 


(A) The emperor Falens di¬ 
vided Cappadocia into two pro¬ 
vinces, Cappadocia Prima, and 
Cappadocia Scettnda,jni9}x,m^ Ty- 
ana the metropolis of‘the latter. 
We are told, that Valens, who 
was a great abetter of the Arian 
fafrion, did this out of Ipite to 
St. Bafil, who, being biihtm of 
Coffarea, the metropolis of all 
Cappadocia, prevented the fpread- 


ing of that herefy in places un¬ 
der his jurifdidlion. In this ftate 
happadocia continued till the 
ereAing of the new empire of 
Trebi/ond, with which it mil into 
the hands of the Turks, by whom 
the whole province, with the ad¬ 
dition of Pontus, is now caljkct 
Antajia, after the name of Aat 
city, where the beglerbeg of 
AMtolsA refides, 

iofonns 
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informs us ayearly revenueof fifteen talents* DUtnaPtf 
was ^vo^iped in Ae city of Cqfiahalkt where women, 
devoid to the worlhip of that goddeft, were reported to tread 
hare-foot on burning coats, without receiving any harm K 
The temples of Dtana at DiofpoUs^ and of Amas at Ztla^ 
were iikewife had in great veneration both by the Cappado^ 
daus and jA’nunianSy who flocked to them ftom pll parts. In 
the latter were tendered all oaths in matters of confequencei 
and the chief among the priefts was no way inferior in dig¬ 
nity, power, or wealth, to any in the kingdom, having a royal 
attendance, and an uncontrouled power over all the inferior 
oflicers knd fervants of the temple (B). 

The Cappadociant^ in the time of the Romans^ bore ioClkra&tr, 
bad a charader, were reputed fo vicious and lewd, fo mon- 
firoufly addi^ed to all manner of vice, that, befides the (hare 
they had in the old Greek proverb, they had Tome peculiar to 
themfelves, refle^ing on their enormous wickednefs; which 
made them be fo traduced by other nations, that a wicked 
and impious man was emphatically called a Cappadocian, 
However, this their lewd difpofition was, in after-ages, fo 
corredled and relirained by the pure morals of Chrifiianity, 
that no country whatfoever has produced greater champions 
of<<the Chriftian religion, or given to the church more pre¬ 
lates of ynblemifhed cbara£ters. 

We have no fyftem of their laws, and fcarce wherewithal Laws and 
to form ^y particular idea of them. As to their commerce, fra^» 
they carried on a very confiderable trade in horles, great 
numbers whereof their country produced j and we read of 
them in Scripture, as frequenting the fairs of Tpre with this 
commodity As Cappadocia abounded with mines of filver* 
braft, iron, and alum, and afibrded great ftore of alabafter, 
cryftad, and jafper, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that they fup- 
plied the neighbouring countries with thefe commodities. From 
the reigns of their kings, we ihall be able to judge of their 
military capacity. 


* Strab. 1 . xii. p. 375. 

(B) The Romans, who will¬ 
ingly adopted all the fuperfti- ' 
tioiis and fuperlhtious ntes of 
the nations they conquered, 
gnatly increafed the revenues of 
this andother temples, conferring 
the ^rieflhood on fudi as they 
foought fflofl fit for carrying on 
their defigns. We are told, that 


k Strab. ubi fupra> 

human facrifices were oflered at 
Comana ; and that this barbarous 
practice was brought by Qreftet, 
and his fijlw Ipfigenia, from 
TauricaStytbiea, where men and 
women were immolated to !>/> 
ana. Bat this cuftom, if it ever 
obtained in Cappadocia, was abo> 
lilhed in the Roman times. 
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Phar- 

naces. 


Smerdis. 

Atamnas 


Anaphas. 


Anaphas 

ir. 

Datames. 


Ariaram- 

nes. 


Ariara- 
thes I. 


Olo- 

phernes. 

Ariara- 
theb II. 


SECT. II. 

The reigns of the kings o/Cappadocia. 

nr H E firft icing of Cappadocia, we read of in hiftorjr, was 
Pharnaces, who was preferred by Cyrus to the crown, 
who gave him in marriage his filler Atojfa, as we have 
mentioned above. And this is all we read of him in antient 
writers. JCcnophon calls him Aribceus ; and fays, that he was 
killed in warring againll the Hyreanians. 

Pharnaces was fucceeded by his fon Smerdis, mentioned 
only by Diodonus j and he by his fon Atamnas, or Ariaramnes, 
as Ctejias calls him. He cultivated a good underftanding 
with the Perfians, and ferved in the Army of Darius the fon 
of Hyjiafpcs ; by whom he was employed againft the Scy~ 
thians. In which expedition he took Marfagetes, their king’s 
brother, and prefented him bound to Darius. 

His fon Anaphas is celebrated by the antients for his skill 
in military affairs. He renewed the alliance which his father 
had made with the Perfians ; and was chofen for one of the 
feven princes cAPefa, probably in the room of Intaphernes, 
who was put to death by Darius for plotting a change in the 
government. • 

Anaphas II. fuccccdcd his Father ; but did nothing worth 
mentioning. His fon Datames fuccccded him, the firft of 
his family that waged war with the Perfians ; W'e know not 
on what provocation. In that war having ventured a general 
engagement, his army was cut in pieces, and himfelf flain. 

His fon Ariaramnes reigned fifty years. In his time the 
Perfians invaded Cappadocia ; and, having reduced great part 
of it, appointed Datames, brother tcj Ariaramnes, governor 
thereof, by w'ay of rew^ard for his fervices againft the Cadu- 
fans, whom he had fubdued. 

Ariarathes afeended the throne on his father’s death, and 
adnftted his brother OLphernes to partake of the fame power. 
He At taxerxes Ochus in his expedition againft 

the Egyptians-, and, on that occafion, fignalized himfelf 
above all the other commanders of the Perfian army. He 
was fucceeded by his brother Ohphernes, who reigned alone ; 
but, in the fucceffion to the crown, preferred Ariarathes, his 
brother’s fon, td fiis own children. 

Ariarathes II. reigned in the time of Alexander the Great, 
and continued faithful to the Perfians at a time when moll of 
the other princes fubmitted to the conqueror. Alexander 
was prevented by death from invading his dominions; but 
PerdiccGS, marching againft him W'ith a powerful and well- 

c' difeiplined 



dtfciplined army, difperfed his forces, and, having taken 
Ariarathes. himielf prifoner, crucified him, with all thofe of 
the royal blood, whom he could get into his power Dia- 
dorus * tells us, that he was killed in the battle. He is faid 
to have reigned eighty- two years. 

His fon Ariarathes III. having efcaped the general Ariara- 
flaughter of the royal family, fled into 4rmema^ where hashes III. 
lay concealed till the civil difl'enfions, which arofe ainong the 
Macedonians^ gave him a fair opportunity of iccovering his 
paternal kingdom, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity, 
Amyntas^ who was at that time governor of Cappadocia^ op- 
pofed him, but was overcome in a pitched battle, and the 
Macedonians were obliged to abandon the flrongholds which 
they poflefled. Ariarathes^ after a peaccaltle reign of many 
years, left the kingdom to his fon, 

Ariaramnes II. who did nothing worth mentioning, butAriaram- 
was greatly refpcdled by all the neighbouring princes on ac- nes II. 
count of his good-nature, juftice, and other princely vir¬ 
tues. During his reign, the kingdom was in a moreflourilh- 
ing condition than it had been under any of his predecenbrs, 
he having maintained a good underftanding with the adjoin¬ 
ing liates, and applied hi.mfclf more to the arts of peace than 
. v.ir. He was fucceeded bv his fon, 

Ariarathes IV. whom he had taken for partner of the Ariara- 
kingdom during his life-time. Ariarathes proved a very war- thes IV. 
like prince, and, having overcome y/V/r/tvr, founder of-the 
Parthian monarchy, confiderably iiilarged his own domi¬ 
nions. 

He was fucceeded by his (on Ariarathes y. who, mar-Ariara- 
rying the daughter of Antiochus the Create entered into an tiics V. 
alliance with that prince againfl: the Romans ; but Ar.iiochus 
being conquered, he fent embafladors to fue for peace, which 
he obtained, after having paid two hundred talents, by way 
of fine, for taking up arms againft the people of Rome with¬ 
out any juft provocation. Heaftcrwaids concl.ided an al¬ 
liance with the RemanSf and afllftcd thorn with men and 
money againft Perfeus ; on wiiich cunfulcration, he was by 
the fenate honoured with the title of friend and ally of the 
people of Ro 7 ne. In fome ^ifputes that arofe between him 
and Pharnaccs H. king of PonfuSy concerning the cor.ljnes of 
Cappadocia and Galatia, he referred the yrhole matter to the 
Roman legates, who favoured him as fa*r as the juftice of his 
caufe would allow. He left the kingdom, in a veiy fiourifti- 

* Appian. in Mitluidat. Cortius, 1. xii. * Diouor. 

1. xviii. 
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ing condition, to his Ton Mithridatts^ who, upon his ac- 
ceflion to the crown, took the name of Ariarathes, 

Ariarathes VL furnamed Philopator^ from the filial refpeft 
and love he {hewed his father from his very infancy, after 
having performed with the utmoA pomp and magnificence 
his exequies, difpatched ambafladors to Ronuy to acquaint 
the fenate with his accefiion to the crown, and to renew the 
alliance which his father had made with the people of Rome, 
'I'he ambafladors were kindly received, the alliance renewed, 
and the king highly commended by the fenate, for the 
refpe«Sl: he l»d ftewn them. He reftored Mithrobuzanes^ 
fon to Zadriades king of the Lejfer Armenia^ to his father’s 
kingdom, merely out of good-nature, though he forefaw 
that the Armenians would lay hold of that opportunity to join 
Artaxias, who threatened him with war, and was ready to 
invade Cappadocia. But all thefe differences were fettled, 
before they came to an open rupture, by the Roman legates, 
^Tiberius Gracchus^ Lucius Lentu/us, and Servilius Glaucius, 
Ariarathesy feeing himfelf thus delivered from an impending 
war by the mediation of the Romans, fent embafladors to 
prefent the fenate with a golden crown, and tender his fer- 
vice where-ever they thought fit to employ him. The fenate 
accepted of the crown, and requited the prefent with a AafF,. 
and chair of ivory, which they only beftowed on fuch as 
were looked upon as intirely attached to their intereft. Not 
long before, Demetrius Soter king of Syria had proffered 
him in marriage his After, the widow of Perfeus king of 
Macedonia ; but Ariarathes had rejected the offer, for fear 
of giving offence to the Romans. For this, in particular, the 
fenate returned him thanks; and injoined the ambafladors to 
acquaint their mailer, that the fenate and people of Rome 
were fully convinced of his attachment to them, and ready 
to (hew, on all occafions, how much they had at heart the 
intereft of their true friends and allies among whom they 
accounted Ariarathes the chief, and moft to be depended on. 
Not long after, the king found, by experience, that their 
proteftations were fincere ; for Orophemes, or, as others 
call him, Holophernes, pretending to be the lawful fon of 
Ariarathes V. and the elder brqther, had rccourfe to De^ 
metrius Soter, who was greatly incenfed againft Ariarathes for 
flighting the match ^hich he had propofed with his fifter. 
Demetrius was eafily prevailed upon to efpoufe his caufe, 
though he well knew that Oropbernes, was but a fuppofititious, 
or, as fome write, a natural, fon of the deceafed king. 

5 PoLYB. legat. 119. Dxodor. Sicvl. legat. 24. 

Emmt 
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Eumenet king of Pergaptus was ordered by the Romm to 
join Ariaraihes with all his forces, and aflift him againft De- 
mttrius to the utmoft of his power: which he did accord¬ 
ingly j but to no cffe£l ; for the armies of the confederate Ariara- 
kings were worfted, znd Ariaratbes obliged to abandon thethes^W- 
kingdom to his rival 

OropherneSf being thus put in polfeHton of Cappadocia, di- 
fpatched embalTadors to Rome with a golden crown of great phernes. 
value; which the fenate declined to accept, till fuch time asafter 
they heard his pretenfions to the kingdom of Cappadocia, the flood 
which he, by fuborned witneflcs, made appear fo plain, that. 2189. 
the fenate decreed Ariaraihes and he fliould reign together asBef. Chr. 
brothers and partners in the kingdom y. But Orophernes was 159. 
the fame year driven out by Attelus brother to Eumenes, and 
his fucceffor in the ki^dom of Pergamus, and Ariaraihes yeftertd 
reftored to the intire poflelfion of his paternal kingdom. Oro- ^jAttalus. 
phernes being driven out, Ariaraihes fent embafladors to de¬ 
mand of the PrieniansioMX hundred talents, which Orophernes 
ha 4 depofited with them. The Prienians honelHy replied, 
that, as they had been trufted with the money, they could 
not, without breach of the truft repofed in them, deliver it 
to any one except Orophernes himfclf, or fuch as came in his 
n£n.e. Hereupon the king entered their territories in 
hoftile manner, and, putting all to fire and fword, thought 
fhould frighten them into a compliance with his demands, 

But neither his threats, nor the calamities they fuffered, could 1^*'*®*^**“®; 
prevail upon them to betray their truft; nay, in the height 
of their miferies, while their city was befieged by the joint 
forces of Ariaraihes and Aitalus, they found means to reftorc 
the intire fum to Orophernes, though the king liad threatened 
them with utter deftruftion, in cafe it was not delivered to 
him upon his entering the city, which he hoped to be mafter 
of in a few days. But, in the mean time, the Prienians 
recurring to the Romans, the two kings were injoined by the 
legates to raife the fiege, and withdraw their forces, on pain 
of being deemed enemies to the republic Ariaraihes andon Tif 

readily complied with the legates orders; and, marching 
army into Syria, joined Alexander Epiphanes againft Dcme- Soter. 
irius Soter, by whom he had been formerly driven out of 
his kingdom. In the very firft engagement Demetrius was 
flain, and bis army intirely routed and difperfed j Ariaraihes 

* PbLVB. 1. ill. p. 161 . Liv. 1. xlvii. Justin. 1. xxxv. c. i. 

Appian. Syriac, p. 118. Zonar. ex Dione. r Appian. 

Syriac, p. 118. Zonar. ex Dion. * Polvb. iu excerpt. 

y»lef.p. t73- . 

having 
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having on that occahon given uncommon proofs of his cou¬ 
rage and conduiS);. 

Some years after, a war breaking out between the Romans 
. and Anjhnicus^ who claimed the kingdom of Pergamus^ in 
R manT father, be affifted the former to the utmoll of his 

power, and was flain in the fame battle in which P. Crajfus 
^onicus proconful of Afia was taken, and the Roman army cut in 
and is * pieces. lie left fix fons by his wife on whom the 

/tain. people of beftowed L\caoma and Cilicia. But Laodice^ 
fearing left her children, when they came of age, fhould take 
the government out of her hands, poifoned five of them, the 
youngeft only having cfcapcJ her cruelty, by being privately 
conveyed out of the kingdom. Laodlce was foon after pat to 
death by the Cappadocians^ who could not brook her cruel 
and tyrannical government, and the young' king placed on 
the throne of his anceftors a. 

Ariara- Ariarathes Vil. foon after his acceftion to the crown, mar- 
thcsVIl. ried Laodice^ to Adithridates ihe Greats in hopes of 

having in that prince a powerful friend to fupport him againft 
Xicomedes king of Bithynia^ who laid claim to part of Cap¬ 
padocia. But Alithridatest without any regard either to 
'/j procured one Gordius to poifon him; 

/>’Mithri-^o‘i» on his death, feized the kingdom, under pretence «f 
dates,>74-{’<?rnair.taining the rights of the Cappadocians againft Nicomedes^ 
feiTses the till the cliildrcn of Ariarathes were in a condition to govern 
kingdom, and defend the kingdom by thcmfelves. The Cappadocians 
were at fiift very thankful to Mithridatesy as not entertaining 
any manner of fufpicicn againft him 5 but, finding him unwil¬ 
ling to refign the kingdom to the lawful heir, they rbfe up in 
arms, and, diiving out all his garifons, placed on the throne 
the eldeft fon of their deceafed king, viz. 

Ariara- Ariarathes VIII. who was foon engaged in a war with Ni- 
tYici>\lLl.'comedcs king of Bithynia, that prince laying claim to fomeof 
the provinces that bordered on his kingdom. In this war 
JlAithridnles joined his nephew, and not only forced Nico- 
mcdcs tt> -ibandon Cappadocia^ but ftripped him of great part 
of his own dominions. A peace being at laft concluded be¬ 
tween the kings of Bithynia and Cappadocia^ Mithridates^ 
feeking fome pretence to quarrel with Ariarathes., infifted 
upon his lecalling who had murdered his father: 

which propofal Jie rejc£ting with abhorrence, both princes 
began to prepare for war. Mithridates took the field the 
firft, hoping to over-run Cappadocia before Ariarathes could 
be in a condition to make head againft him. But, contrary 


* Justin. 1. xxxvii. c. i. 


to 



C. V. Hifiory of Cappadocia. ’ 


to his expe^ation, he was met on the frontiers hyAriarathes^ 
at the head of an army nu-way inferior to his own. Here** 
upon, having recourfe to fnares, he invited Ariarathes to a 
conference j and, in the fight of both armies, fiabbed him Murdered 
with a dagger, which he had concealed under his garment, as^ Mithri- 
we have related in the hiftory of Pontus, This llruck fuch «lates. 
terror into the Cappadocians, they immediately difperfed, 
and gave Mithridates an opportunity of pofleffing himfelf of 
the kingdom without the leaft oppofition. But he did not 
long enjoy his unjuft 'conquefts j for the Cappadocians, not 
being able to endure the tyranny and cruelty of his prefers, 
fhook off the yoke, and, recalling the king’s brother, who 
had fled into the province of Afta, proclaimed him king. 

Ariarathes IX. was fcarce fettled in his throne, when Ml- Ariara- 
thridatcs invaded his kingdom at the head of ^ very nu- dies IX. 
merous army and, having drawn him to a battle, defeated 
his army with great flaughter, and obliged him to abandon 
the kingdom to the conqueror. The king foon after died of/j driven 
grief, and Mithridates beftowed Cappadocia on his fon, who®"^ 
was then but eight years old, giving him alfo the name 
Atiarathes •*. But Nicomedes Phikpator king of Bithynia,^”j!J.‘‘^ 
fearing left Mithridates having now got pofl’effion of thc^”^* 
whole kingdom of Cappadocia, fhould invade his territories, 
fuborned a youth to pafs himfelf upon the fenate for tJie third 
fon of Ariarathes, and to prefent them a petition, in order to 
be reftored to his father’s kingdom. With him he fent to 
Rome Laodiee, fifter to Mithridates, whom he had married 
after the death of her former hufband Ariarathts, Laodiee 


declared before the fenate, that file had three Tons by Aria¬ 
rathes, and that the petitioner was one of them j but tint 
ftie had been obliged to keep him concealed, left he fhould 
undergo the fame fate as his brothers, Tlic fenate aflured 
him, that they would, at all adventures, rcinftatc him in his 
kingdom ; for the whole matier was carried on with fuclx 
craft, that they had not the leaft fufpicion of any deceit. 
But, in the mean time, Mithridates having notice of tbefe 
tranfaiftions, di<|)atchcd Gordius to Rome, to undeceive the 
fenate, and perfuade them, that the youth, to whom be had 


refigned the kingdom of Cappadocia, was the lawful fim of 
the late king, and grandfon to Ariaratf\es, who had alJiftcd 
the Romans againft Ariftonicus, and loft his life in their for- . 
vice c. This unexpeilcd embafly put the fenate upon in- 
quiring Inore narrowly into the matter; whereby the wholc*^^*^®' 
plot was difeovered,. and Adithridates ordered torefign 


mans/flr^- 

•» JvsTiN. 1 . xx.xviii. c. r, a. ' Justin, ubi fupr.a. Ca>- 

* padocia- padocia. 
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padocia. Paphlagonta was at the fame time taken for Nieb’- 
medes, and both kingdoms declared free. But the Cappado¬ 
cians fent cmbafTadors to Rome^ acquainting the fenate, that 
they could not live without a king s which the fenate was 
greatly furprifed at; but however, humouring their incli¬ 
nation ; gave them leave to cle£t a king of their own na¬ 
tion, for the royal family of Pharnaces was now extin£i. 
Theychofe \ir\ 7 mmo\x^y Jriobarzanes \ and their elei^ion was 
approved by the fenate, he having, on all occafions, fhewn 
himfelf a fteady friend to the Romans < 1 . 

Ariobar- -driobarzanes had fcarce taken poffeHion of his new king- 
j dom, when he was driven out by Tigranes king of the 
Greater dinmiia^ who refigned it to the fon oi Mithridates^ 
according to the articles of an alliance previoufly concluded 
between thefc two princes. Ariobarzanes fled to R^me, and, 
^yTigra- having engaged the fenate in his caufe, he returned vaxa Afta 
ncs and gylla^ who was injoined to reftore him to his kingdom ; 

^ithri- xvlv'cli he did accordingly \ having, with a fmall body of 
men, routed Gotdius^ who came to meet him on the borders 
of Cappadocia at the head of a numerous army. But Sylla 
had fcaice turned his back, when he was driven out anew by 
Ariarathes tiic fon of Mithridates^ on whom Tigranes had 
Bttt re- beftowed the kingdom of Cappadocia. This obliged Sylla €o 
fiwedby return into Afia^ where he was attended with the fame fuc- 
the Ro- jjijj Ariobarzanes placed again on the throne. After 

tlic death of Sylla^ he was the third time forced by Mithri- 
dates to abandon his kingdom i but was foon reftored by 
Pompey ; who, after having intirely dctcdted Aditbridates near 
mount Stella.^ rewarded Ariobarzanes^ for his ferviccs during 
the war, with the provinces of Sophency Gordieney and great 
part of Cilicia. But he, being now advanced in years, and 
delirous to fpend the remainder of his life in eafe, and free 
Refigns the ixom cares, refigncd the crown to his fon Ariobarzanes, in 
cr^nto prefence of Pompey, and never afterwards interfered with 
hi$fon. pyijjic affj;. 5^ 

Tallyy in one of his letters, feems to inflnuate, 
as if he died a violent death *-*. 

Ariobar- Ariobarzanes II. proved a no lefs faithful ally and friend to 
zanes II. the Romans than his father had been. He was very fervice- 
able to Ciceroy as he himfelf wiitnefles, during the time he 
was proconflil of Cilicia. The civil war breaking out be¬ 
tween Cafar &s\d' Fompeyy he fided with the latter ; but, after 
the death of Pompeyy was received into favour by Cafar, 
who even beflow'ed upon him great part of Armenia* ^ hile 

^ Justin. 1 . xxxviii, c, z. Strab.I. xii. P* 540. * Cic, 

epift. famil. 15. 

Cafar 
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Ogfar was engaged in a war with the Egyptians^ Phamaees 
king of Pontusj invaded his territories, and ftripped him of 
bis paternal kingdom, as well as of his new acquifttions. 

But Pharnacet being overcome by Cafar, he was not only 
reftored to his kingdom, but honoured with new titles by the 
Romans. After the murder of Ctefavy he refufed to join pat to 
Cajjius znA BrutttSy who thereupon, having declared him an 
enemy to the republic, invaded his tlominions ; and, having 
taken him prifoner, caufed him to be put to death. nrutus. 

He was fucceeded by his brother Ariahar 7 .anes III. who, Ariobar- 
as we have elfewhere mentioned, was by Marc Antony de- HI, 
prived both of his life and kingdom. In him ended the fa¬ 
mily of Ariobarsuines. 

Archelau^y the grand fon of Xiazt ArchehuSy who, in theArche- 
Mithtidatic war, commanded in chief againft 4Sy/47, as welaus. 
have mentioned above, was, by Marc Antonyy placed on the 
throne of Cappadocioy though no ways related either to the 
family of PharnaceSy or to that of Ariobarzanes. His prefer¬ 
ment was intirely owing to his mother Glaphyroy a woman 
of great beauty, but of a very loofe behaviour \ who, having 
gained Antonyms good graces by indulging his lull;, obtained, 
by way of reward for her compliance, the kingdom of Cap- 
f idocia for her fon> To this alludes the epigram of Augufiusy 
related by Martial f. In the war between Augujlus and An¬ 
tony he joined the latter; but, at the interceHion of the Cap- 
padociansy was not only pardoned by Augujlusy but received 
from him Armenia the Lcjfery and Ciltcia iracheay for having 
aflifted the Roman praetors in clearing the Teas of pirates, who 
greatly infefted the coails of Afia. He contra^ed a ftriiSf 
friendfhip -m'Cci Herod the Great, king oi judeea, and even 
married his daughter Glaphyra to Alexander, HeroAs fon. 

Herod becoming jealous of his fon, as if he afpired to the 
kingdom, Archelaus took a journey into fudaa, with no 
other view but to remove his furpicions, and reconcile him 
to his fon ^ which he happily eiFe^ed; though, on account 
of new fufpicions, Alexander was not long after, by his fa¬ 
ther’s order, put to death. Herod accompanied in perfun 
Archelaus, on his return into Cappadocia, as far as Antioch, 
where he recommended him to Titus, then prefident of Syria, 
as the beft friend he had. After the death of Alexander, Ar¬ 
chelaus gave his children a princely ediica^on, and (hewed a 
particular tendernefs and concern for them till the day of hu 
death. In the reign of Tiberius, he was funimoncd to appear „ ^ 
before the ienate 5 for he had been always hated by Tiberius, 

^ Martial. 1 . xi. epigram. 21. 

becaufe, 
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becaufe, in his retirement at Rhodes, he had paid him no fort 

of court or diftindion ; which proceeded from no pride or 

averfion to ’Tiberius, but from the warning given him by his 

friends at Rome. For Caius Cafar, the prelumptive heir to; 

the empire, then lived, and had been fent to compofe the 

affairs of the eail; whence tlie friendfliip of Tiberius was 

Rnticedto then reckoned dangerous. But when he came to the empire, 

Rome, remembering how Archelaus had behaved, he enticed him to 

Rome by means of letters from Livia, who, without dif- 

fembling her fon’s refentment, promifed him his pardon, 

provided he came in perfon to implore it. He obeyed the 

fummons, and haftened to Rome ; where he was received by 

the emperor witli great wrath and contempt, and foon after 

accufed as a criminal in the fenate. I'he crimes alleged againfl 

him were mere fictions i but his concern, in feeing himfclf 

Where h- treated like a nialcfaifor, was fo great, that he died fooa 

dies, and after of grief j or, as others fiy, laid violent liands on him- 

his king- felf g. He is faid to have reigned fifty years. PUny tells 

dom is re- us h, that he wrote a book of agriciiltuse U on hi: death, 

duced to a k\v\^Aon\ o[‘Cappa doc’'i was reduced to a pro vine.., aiid 

Roman croverned by thole of thi* cirueftrian order (C). 
prumince. ° ^ ^ ' 

C H A P. VI. 

The Hifiory of the Kings of Pergamus. 

E city Pergamus we have already defcribed in our 
hifiory of Myfta, to which province it formeily belong¬ 
ed, and was fubjcift to the fame princes, till it became the 
metropolis of a feparate kingdom '. We (hall therefore only 
add here, the hifiory of the Pergamenian kings, who from 
fmall beginnings came by degrees to make a confiderable 
figure among the potentates of A(ia, and proved very fervice- 
able to the Romans in all their Jjiatic wars. 

K Tacit, annal. 1 . i. ^ Plin. 1 , xviii. c. 3. * Se« 

vol. vi. p. 104. 

(C) Other authors tell us, that and other diftempers, not being 
Aw would have been con- able to ftand by himfelf, that he 
demned by the fervile fenate, was difmilTed j thinking 

had not one of the evidences tiiat he could not puniih him 
produced againll him, depofed, more effeftually, than by fuffer- 
that lie had heard him fay, if ing him to live. This favour, 
enscr hr nvent beck into Cappa- fay they, the old king conllrued 
docia, Tiberius Jkould feel uohat in the beft manner; and, out of 
nervts he had', which moved gratitude^ bequeathed liisking- 
fuch a laughter in the fenate, the dom to Rome. 
old king, by reafon of the gout, 

Th« 
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The firft of this family v/e find menriunjcl in hifiory waspljilay- 
one Philei^rus, an eunuch, by biith a Paphldginian^ of a re-, 
mean defeent, and in bis youth a mcnial fervant to Aniigrjnus^ Vrar of 
one of Alex<m(Ur\ captains. He afterv/ards ferved LyfitmuhiiSy ^ 
king of Thrace and Maccdotr^ who appoijucJ 1 .; a keeper ol'^ 
his treafures lodged in Pergamus, Whde he lie! 1 this' jn- 
ployment, Lyjimachus^ at the inliigation of his wife “ ’i' 

barbaroufly murdered his Ton AgathocUs^ who had aftv'ud.’d 
him in all his wars, and by whole condurfl he had gained nn ll 
of his victories. His dcaiit v/as puhlicly lamented hy PhlL’- 
iarns^ who was chieil'/ indebted to him lor his prtlerment. 
WI)ereupon^?yf«5f, higliSy incenfed .’.g dnll; him, found mean''-, 
by degrees, to woik liim out ol his maikr’s favour ; which 
lie being apprifed of, fei/tal on the ca^lle of Pergamus, and 
the trealurcs which he had been intruded witii, to the amount 
of ninety thonfand talents, which he prolFered, with his fer- 
viec, to Seleucus Xing of Syria. But both Lyfnnachus and 
Sfleucus dying foon after, he kept the treafures, and, with a 
flroiig body of mercenaries, held tltc town till his death j 
which happened twenty vears after lie had revolted f.-'cm L\- 
&nachus. He died in the eigliiieih year of his age, and is 
y fime ffvled prince, by others king of Pergaatu: ; he was 
ar J dt the f.iuadcr of this new kingdi-m, though perhaps he 
never allumed the title of king He left t'.ie kin-dom to 
E'.tvioics lus brother, or, as fiiine wiite, his b/o:h. I’s fi»n j Banieiws 
who, laying hold of llic diil'enfions that reigned amang the^f- 
Sdeucidiv., invaded Afia^ poildleJ iiimfelf oi many llrong- 
hoIJs in that province, and, havnig hired tdrong body of 
Galat'uvis, defeated Autimhus i.,s he was niu.nmr, home, 
proud with a rtmarkable victory which he baJ : o’l-d over lus 
brother Seleucus CallinicusK This vidory pat him in pnf- 
feflion of the greater part ol Afia ; but lu* did -ot ;'pj.>v 
his new acquifitiop.s; for he died the next year of inim 'de; ire 
drinking, a vice vviiich he was greatly aJilic’.ad to, Ln tlic 
twcnty-fccond year of his fovereignty; for we do not fiiid 
that he ever took upon him the title of king. 

Eumenes was fuccecdcd hy Attalusl. the fon ofa/jalas 
brother to iP/);7i’/xrr7/f hy Antioebis the daughter cA Ax.hrcas. Year of 
For Attains, though of a mean defeent, being pl.mtiiiilly the liood 
fupplied with monc*y by his brother PhiUtesrus, viliied nndt 210.7. 
of the courts of the Ajhtic princes, and was pvery-where had 
in great efteem, being a man of excellent natural parts. He 

Paryan. Attic, p. 7. &9. Stbiabo, I. xiii, p.623. Appia:*. 

Syriac, p. 129. ^ Jvstin. I. xx\ii. c. z. &, 3. 
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proved fo ferviccable to Achaus^ who, revolting from An- 
tiochus the Greats afllimed the title of king, that he beftowed 
upon him his favourite daughter Antiochis, By her Attains 
had one fon named alfo Attains j who, upon the death <i$ 
Eumenesy took poflcffion of Pergamus^ and the places which 
Houtx the\ic had added to his fms^ll principality. In the very beginning 
Gauls,fl’Wof his reign he routed the Gauls with great flaughter, and 
takes the forced tliem to abandon his territories, where they had pro- 
title of pofed to fettle. After this vi6lory he took upon himfclf the 
title of king, and as fuch was acknowlcged by all the neigh¬ 
bouring princes. Livy tells us, that he was the firft among 
the Afiatic princes who refufed to pay contribution to the 
Gauls^ whom he worfted in a pitched battle While 
Seleucus CeraUnus was employed in other wars, he raifed a 
powerful army ; and, entering Afta^ fubdued all the provinces 
on this fide mount Taurus i but was foon driven out of his 
new acquifitions by Seleucus, and his grandfather Achaus ; 
who, entering into an alliance againfl; him, fli ipt him of all 
his dominions, and even befiegcd him in his metropolis. 
Attains, finding himfelf thus reduced to the laft extremity, 
invited, with great promifes, the Gauls, who had fettled in 
Thrace, to his afliflance ; who, marching with all fpeed to 
Pergamus, obliged the enemy to raife the fiege, and being 
headed by the king himfelf, recovered in a fiiort time all the 
cities and provinces they had feized. 

His con- Attains, having thus recovered what the enemy had taken, 
qurjls while Achaus was bufy in Paphlagonia, marched into Ionia^ 
and the neighbouring provinces, where the cities of Cuma, 
Smyrna, and Phocaa, voluntarily fubmitted ; the Teians, 
Colophonians, with the inhabitants of Egea and Lemnos, fent 
deputies, declaring themfclvcs ready to ucknowlege him for 
their fovercign j the Carfrnes, on the other fide the river 
opened their gates to Jiim, having fiiftdriven out 
whom Achaus had appointed governor of thofc provinces. 
From thence he advanced to Apia, and, encamping on the 
banks of the river Adcgijiits, received homage from all the 
neighbouring nations. Here the Gauls^ being frightened 
with an eclipfc of the moon, refufed to purfuc their march ; 
which iiopt the career of his conquefts, and obliged him to 
return to the Hellcfpout, where he gave the Gauls leave to 
fettle, and allov^ed them a large and fruitful territory, afTure- 
ing them that he would always afiift and protedf them tb the 
ut.noft of his power. Having thus inlargcd his dominions, 
he returned to Pergamus, where he received with great pomp 

Liv. 1. xxxviii. 


and 
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and magnificence the Roman legate Leevius, and entered mtoEntcrs /«- 
an alliance with Rome^ which fecured to him all \Cis z.c-to an alii- 
quifitions (D). nncc rwitb 

He joined the Romans in both their wars with Philip king®“0*>^®* 
of Macedon^ who invaded his dominions, laying 't'aftc whole 
provinces but was not able to reduce one city. In the 
fecond war Attains had the command of the Rhodian fleet, 
with which he not only drove the Macedonians quite out of 
the teas, but even, in conjunftion with his allies the Athenians, 
invaded Macedonia, and obliged Philip to march off honi 
Athens, which he had greatly dillrcflcd, in cider to defend 
his own kingdom. For which fervices the Athenians heaped 
upon Attains all the favours they could, and even called one 
of their own tribes after his name j an honour which they 
had never before beftowed upon anv foreigner ». 

He died of an apoplexy, which fei^ed him at Thebes in/Z/j death* 
Bceotia, while he was making an harangue to the Bceotiam, 
and exhorting them with more vehemcrcy than his age and 
ftrength could bear, to enter into an alliance with the Romans 
againit Philip their common enemy. In the midft of his 
harangue, he fell down fpeechlefs ; but, returning to himfelf, 
defred to be carried by fea from Tltebes to Pergamus, where 
hq died foon aftei his arrival®, in tlie feventy-fccond year of 
his age, and foity-third of his reign. He was a great cn- 
courager of Jeaining, and wrote himfelf fome books, which 
are otten quoted by Pliny, Artimidoius, and Strabo. He 
caufed the grammaiian Daphidas to be thrown headlong from 
an high rock for fpeaking difrefpe£lfully of Horner^. His 
generofity towards men of learning knew no bounds: whence 

" Liv. 1 . xxxi. PoLYB. Icgat. 3. p. 7S6, 787. ° Liv. 

I. xxxiii. PoLYB. p. 820. Plutarch, in Qumto Flaminio. 

J* SviDAS, Val. Max. 1. i. c. 8. 

(D) In the reign of Attalus, brought to Rome. Whereupon 
a certain prophecy was found in five cmbaiTadors were without 
the fibylline books,by the college delay difpatchcd to Attalus, who 
of the Decemviri, to whofc care received them with all poffible 
thofc books were intrufled, to marksof fiicndlhipandkindnefi, 
this pur^rt: Whenfoever a fa- ^ and, attending them in perfon to 
reign enemyjhalLinvade Italy, be PtJJinus in Vbrygut, there de- 
JhaU be driven out and ovti tome, livered into* their hands a flone 
if^e image of the great motUr which the irihaoitants worftiipcd 
of the gods at Ida, vuhich fill as the great mother of the 
from heaven, be fnt for and gods (i) 

(1) ¥olyb, I, xxixt Ltv, 1 . lx. 
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he is ht^Iy commended by all the writers that flouriihed in 
his time \ as is aHb his'wife J^ollonias, or, as others call her, 
Apollonh ; whom, though of a mean extra£l:ion, they propofe 
as .i pattern of ail princely virtues. By her he left four fonsy^ 
Eumenes, AttOlus^ Philetarus^ and Atheneeus 
Euinencs He was fucceedeJ by Eumenes his eldeft fon, iffho, upon 
If- his acccfiion the croWh, renewed the alliance which his 
^ father had made with the Romans^ and obferved it fo rcli- 
the flood gioLifly, tiiat, Antiochus the Great having proffered him his- 
Bcf*^Chr Aniiochh in marriage, he declined his aflinity, being 

inS ^PP^ifcd that Aniicebus courted his fricndfliip, with a view to 
rtrongthen himfclf, by his alliance, againft the Romans ; for his 
eldcfl: daughter he l\ad beftowed on Ptolemy king of Egyfty 
and ofll-red the fccond to Ariarates king of Cappadocia, and 
was at that time making great preparations for war both by 
fea and land Eumenes, who was very jealous of fo power¬ 
ful a neighbour, did not fail to acquaint the fenate with all 
his motions i who thereupon font P. Viilius, and P. Sulpitius, 
under appearance of an embafly to Antiechus, but really 
to inform thcnifclvcs of the preparations he was making, and 
by often convcrfing with Hannibal, who was then in great 
eflecm with Antiochns, cither to abate bis hatred towards the 
Romans, or make Anliochus jealous of him ; for they appra- 
hended Hannibal to be at the bottom of thofe vaft prepara¬ 
tions The embalfadors went firft to Elaa, and from 


thence to Pcrgamus ; for their inftructions were to confer 
with Eiimenes, before they went to the court of Antiochus^ 
Snjla7ncs Eumenes did all that lay in his power to inflame them againft 
the Ito- Antiochiis, alluring them, that he had nothing Icfs in view 
mans a- than tlic empire of all AJia. Soon after the departure of the 
gain]} An-einbafl'adors, who returned very much diiiktisficd with 
tioclius. Antiochus, Eiimcncs fent his brother Attains to Rome, to 
acquaint the fenate, that Antiochus, at the '^''perfuafion 
of the JEtolians, had pafled over into Greece with an 
army confifling of ten thoufand foot, five hundted liorfe, 
and ilx elephants j and that the MtoUa 7 ts were all to a man 
ready to join him. The fenate received Attains with the 
greateft demonftrations of friendfhip and kindnefs; returned 
thanks both to him, and tlic King his brother j prov^ed him 
with lodgings at the expence of the public; and difmifl'ed 
him loaded with prefents ; promifing to fend an army 
Greece, which ihould defeat the king’s meafures, and k^p 


s SuiDAs rit the word Attains. * Polvb. legar. xxv. 

Liv. 1 , xxxvii. * Liv. 1. xx.’dv. xxxv. Justin. 1 . xxxi. 

Ji, 4 , Frontim. ftratag, I. i. c, 8 . AvtiAH in Syriac, p. 90 , 91 . 
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in awe the MtoUans. Which they did accordingly, fending 
M. AciUus conful into Greece, who, having vanquiftied An- 
iiochus at l^bermopyla, obliged him to fly back into Afia 

In this war Eumenes, w]||9 aflifted the Romom both 'With Commtn/is 
iis navy, and all the land-forces he ^could rsife, was ap-//vRomaS 
pointed to command the Roman fleet likewife, in concert^^^r. 
with C, Livlus Saimator, This united navy happeriuig to 
/all in with the fleet of Antiochus, which was returning 
/rom Greece into Ajia, under the command of Polyxcnidcs^ ^ 
.attacked them, funk ten of their (hips, took thirty, and 
difperfed the reft. This victory was in great meafure owing 
•to Eumenes, who boarded fume of the enemies fliips in 
‘perfon, and during the whole adlion behaved himfelf with 
uncommon bravery. Some time after Euniencs, with a b.idy 
■of five thoufand men, entered the territories of Antiochus j 
and, having laid wafte all the country about T/yw/nv?, returned 
to Canas, where the Reman fleet wintered, with an im- 
inenfe booty While Eumenes was thus employed in aiding 
the Rtmans abroad, he was unexpcifcdly called home to the 
defence of his own country. For Antiochus, invading his ter- AntiochiK 
fitorics, laid wafte the whole country about Elaa, and c\'cninvaiicshli 
fent his fon Seleucus to lay ficge to the royal city oiPevgamu^.territoria, 
/fitdlus, the king’s brother, held out with an handful of men,aW lays 
till the Achaans^ the allies of Eumenes, fent a thoufuid ioo\.A<-g^ ibe 
and an hundred horfc to his affiftance. TJicfe vi^erc all chofen'’'0''£/^Fer- 
troops, who had ferved under Philopccmen, and were com- g-itnas. 
maan^edhyDiopljanes, a man of great experience in war. Dio-, 
phancs, obferving from the walls of the town the careleflnefs of 
the enemy, obtained leave of Attains to march out of the city, 
and encamp at a fmall diftance from them. Both Attains and 
the citizens of Pergamus looked upon him as a mad-man, who 
durft wnture out while the city was befieged by an army ten 
times their number. The enemy likewife were not a little 
furprifed at firftj but, finding he kept himfelf quiet in his 
.camp, ^hey returned to their former negligence and dif- 
order, not imagining that with fuch an handful of men he 
would make any attempt upon their camp. Which Dwr 
phones obferving, fallies out uncxpeftedly at tlie head of an 
hundr^ed horfe; and, having put in difordcr their advanced 
guards, attacked Seleucus in* his camp and, the Achasqn foot 
coming up in the mean time, drove the^whole army from 
.^i||beir pofts, and purfued them with great llaughter as far as 
he could fafely venture, without lofing a man.> 

* Liv, 1 . xxxvi. Plutarch, in Cato. Major, Appiati. in 
^iacia. Frontjn, ftr^tag. l.ii. “ iiiv. 1 . xxxvii. ^ 
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*rhe Syri- The next day Seleucus encamped at a greater diftance from 
ans</^ar-the town, and, drawing out his men, offered the enemy battle; 
edy and but Diophanes kept quiet in his camp ; till Seleucus^ dcfpair- 
^the fhge i/.g tobiiug him to an engagemisht, began to march his forces- 
- back to ibe camp ; when, falling upon their rear with his 

horfe, he purfued them to their trenches with greater flaugh- 
ter than he had done the day before. The boldnefs of the 
Aebitans flruck fuch terror into the enemy, that Seleucus 
thought fir to abaiulon the fiege, and retire. Attalus and 
the Pergonmiians beheld from the walls of the town, and 
admired the gallant behaviour of the Achaans^ but had not 
the courage to venture out j which if they had done, the 
army of Scieuciis mighi have been that day cafily cut in pieces. 
This cowardly behaviour rcflc*Sfed no finall difhonour on 
Attains^ though he had on all other cccafions behaved with 
uncommon gallant rv In the mean time Eumcncs himfelf 
arriving at Pergamus^ and the Rhodian and Roman fleets 
joining that king’s, Antiochus^ and his fon Seleucus, retired 
with great precipitation out of his territories ; and, hearing 
that the conful L. Scipio was ready to pafs over into Afia 
with .all his forces, djfpatched embaiTadors to L, Mmilius, 
W'ho comm.mded tlic Reman army, to fue for a peace. 
Mmilius flnt for Eumincs to advife with him in this con- 
juiuSture ; c.s he likewifc did with Ei'damus and Pamphiltdas, 
commanders of the Rhcdian fleet. The Rhodians were not 


*Tbe gal¬ 
lant Lihu 
•viour of 
Euniencs 
at the bat¬ 
tle nf 

Magnefia. 


agaiiift a peace j but Eutnencs, who would hearken to no 
terms, perfuaded /Emilius to difniils the embafiadors with this 
anfwer that no peace could be concluded before the arrival 
of the conf.il ; for L. Scipio vi as then in full march to join 
them. Antiochus, feeing there were no hopes of obtaining a 
peace upon honourable conditions, either of Mmilius, or 
afterwards of Scipio, refolved to venture a general Engage¬ 
ment ^ in v/hich he was intirely defeated, in great meafure 
by the gallant behaviour of Eumenes j who not only bore, 
-without giving ground, the firft onfet of the elephants, and 
armed chariots, but drove them back upon their own men j 
which, putting the ranks in diTorder, gave the Roman horfe 
-an opportunity of attacking them, and throwing the whole 
army into the utmoft confunon. After this battle, which 
was fought at the foot of mount Sipylus, not far from Mag‘ 
nejia, Antiochus was glad to accept a peace upon any terms. 
One of the conditions was, that he fhould pay four hundred 
talents to Eumenes, and a certain quantity of corn, to make 
amends for the loiles he had fuftained during the war. 


* Liv. 1 . xxxvii. PofcYB, legat. xx.p. 8io, 
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The peace being concluded, Eumenes took a journey toEumenes 
Rome^ where he reprefented to the fenate, with a great dea!^ff« to 
of moderation, what he had done in the fervice of the re- Rome, 
public ; and told them, that he was come to beg of them, 
that the Greek cities, which at the beginning of the war were 
fubjeil to JntiochuSi might be added to his dominions, fince ' 

in him they might promife themfelves a faithful friend and 
ally, and look upon his new acquifitions as their own. His 
demand was waranly oppofed by the Rhodian embafladors, 
and thofe of all the Greek cities in Afia. But both parties 
being heard, the fenate, after a long debate, decreed, that all 
the countries on this fide mount Taurusy which belonged f.g_ 

Antlochusy flioukl be given to EumeneSy together with ^ttwardei hy 
other provinces lying between the mountain and the riverrAf- Ro- 
Maandery except Lyc'ia and Carta, which were beftowed mans, 
on the Rhodians. Moreover all the cities, which had been 
tributary to AttaluSy were ordered to pay the fame tribute 
to Eumenes ; but fuch as had been tributary to Antiochus 
were declared free r. 

Eumenesy having thus, by Tiding with the Romansy inlarged 
his dominions, was Toon after engaged in a new war with 
Pruftas king ol Bithyniuy who, confiding altogether in Han -nuith Pru- 
nihaly wh'm he entertained at his court, invaded his ter-fias//»^^ 
filories. But EununeSy being aflifted by the RomanSy gave Bithynia. 
him two great oveitbrov/s, one by fea, and the other by 
land ; which To diflieartened him, that he was ready to accept 
of a peace upon any terms w'hatfoever. However, before 
the conditions were agiecd upon, Hanyilhal found means to 
draw Philip king of AJacedon into an alhance againll Eume- 
nesy and the Romans. Philipy who was highly incenfed 
againlt the Roman^y who had obliged him to evacuate the 
cities of Mnus and Maroneti in Thraciy and no lefs exaf- 
perated againft Eumenesy on whom they had bellowed them, 
fent PhihcleSy an old and experienced officer, with a con- 
fidctable body, to join Pruftas. Hereupon Eumenes fent his 
brother Athenaus to Rome, with a golden crown valued at 
fifteen tlioufand talents, to complain of Philip for aiding 
Pruftas, and of Pruftas for making war upon the allies of 
the people of Rome, without any manner of provocation. 

The fenate accepted of the prefent, and premiled to fend 
embafladors forthwith to fettle matters to the fatisfa^lion of 
Eumenes, whom they looked upon as themiofl: Heady friend 
the republic had in jifa. 

> Poi.YB. legat. XXV. & xxxvi. Diodor. Sicul. legat. x. 

Liv. 1. xx.wii. &c xxxviii, Appian. in Syriac, p. i x6. 
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But in the mean time Prufas, having ventured a fea- ' 
fight, obtained, by a contrivance of HannibalSy a complete 
/j///^j/.t/vidor)'over Etimencs. For Hannibal advifed him to fill a 
at fea />v great many earthen vefTels witJi» various kli^s of fi‘fpents> 
contri- and other poifonous reptiles, and in the heat of the fight to* 
*vanct of throw them into the enemies fhips, fo as to break the vefiels. 
Hamukal. anti Jet the fei penis loofe. ^11 the foldiersand fea-mcn were 
injoined to attack the fliip, in which Eumeues himfclf was^ 
and only defend rhcmfelves againft the others as well as they 
could ; and, that they might not miftakc the fliip, an herald 
was fent before the engagement, with a letter to the king. 

, As foon as th.e two fleets drew near, all the enemies fiiips, 

lingllng out the king’s, difeharged fuch a quantity of ferpents 
againft it, that neither their Tailors nor Ihliliers could perform 
their duty, but were forced to fly to the fnorcjlcft they fiioulJ 
fall into the enemy’s hands- 'Fhe other fhips, after a faint 
lefdt.ince, ru!Io'\(,d tiie king's example, and were all tlriveil 
a'liore w’itli great flanghter, the feldiers being no lefe an¬ 
noyed by the ilia'll-. <jf tho fcijs nts ihan the arrows of the 
cner.jies. IVKifl [rni of /rat’s ildp., were fit on fire, fc- 
veral take;), and the others fo fi ailered, that they could be 
of no ftirdier farvice. F:::rin:t"! encamped on the fiiorc, 
where be had placed fi.ir.e companie;, of foot; but tlic eni-my 
did not tliink fit to abandon their fliips *■. Thus Prifas 
gained a coinpiefe v.flory by fi a, and the fame year two re¬ 
markable vidiorios by land, which were intirely owing to 
Hannibaly v/b.o, by one firatagem or other, ever put Eu- 
nicnsj to flight (_£). 

When 

* Justin. 1, xz;;ii. c. 4 . ^ mil . Pros, in Ilannibale. 


(E) Plaving once advifed Pfa- 
fas to engage, and the king rc- 
plying, timt lie derll not venture, 
betauifi the entrails of tlie fatri- 
fees p.-i'tcnded no good fuccefs; 
Whbt / fttid ILnittiLid, do you rely 
more on the entrails of an un- 
Jtjlitiguijhfinr beafiy than on the 
jud^mint of an experienced com¬ 
mander ? and, commanding the 
•fignal to be given,^ put Eumencs 
lo flight at the firlV onfet ( 2 ). 
The crown continued in his fa- 
xnjly to the third generation, of 


which Suidas relates an'anfwer 
given him by the oracle of Del¬ 
phi, in thefe W'ords : Go on^ 
Taurocerus ; yo/t Jhall n.vear a 
cro^n, and your fan's fans ; hut to 
no other fall it pafs. He was 
called Taurocerus, from a pair of 
bull’s horns, which were put, 
we know not by whom, on the 
head of his ftatue. He was alfo 
called the fan of a hull, by an¬ 
other oracle, wherein it w'as fore¬ 
told, that he fhould one day 
make a great {laughter of the 


(x) Cie. dt! diiinat, /. ii« Plut, de exHio, Valer, Max* /• iii- c.j* 
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' Whem news of the defeat of Eummes was btocrght to 
Rome^ the fenate immediately difpatched embafladors to con¬ 
clude a peace between the two kings, and to demand Hatf 
nibali who had llhred up Prvjias to this war ^ (I ). By the 
mediation of the Roman embafladors, a peace between 
two kings was agreed on •, and Prufias even contented, that 
Hannibal Ihould be delivered up to the Romans. I'nat great 
general kept himfelf clofe in acaftle which had been 
him by Prufias. He had made feven doors in the caftle, 
whereof foine w'cre private, and known to nme but 
felf; for he entertained fome diffidence of Pi u/tas^ ^and Rnmawt , 
therefore Jrad contrived thofe private outlets, that he might 
be able to withdraw, in cafe the king’s foldiers fliould come 
to apprehend Jjim. Jhit this contrivance flood him in no 
ftc.J ; lor the foldiers fciit hy Prufias furrounded the caftle 
on all tides ; which llaiviihal cbfervirg, had recourfc to a 
prel'cnt poifon, w'liich he ever carried about with him ; and 
rhcieby prevented the ill-treatment he w'as likely to meet 
wii!i Irom theivmv;«j ((}). 

A being thus concluded between Eumenes andEumenei 

Prvfis^ a new war uiii xpecfcdly broke out between Eumenes, engaged in 
• lid Irlaialius oi Cappadocia^ on one fide ; zi\d Pbar- 
ni,:- king oi Pontus^ and xhe Jjiatic Gauls, on the other. 

P. 7 a> uaces, lading cLini to fome territories poflcfl'ed by king 

menrs, inv.ided hi3 dominions, and fe-ized on the city 
Sinope j whiclr, by the articles of a former treaty, was 


» PoLYB. legat, xlvii. Liv. 1 . xxxvi. 


Cauls. The anf.vcr of the oracle 
is related by l\i:tf.’nias in the fol¬ 
lowing word3 (3) : Jupiter 
quickly fend them a dilivtrer, the 
fin of ahull, educated by pifViSX, 
nvho Jhall bring a difmrl Jy on 
the Gauls. 

(F) Pelyhius (4) tells us, that 
7. Flami'nus v/as, on tins 
occafionjfent boiJi to Prufias, .and 
to Selcncus king of Syria. But 
Livy {5) aiTurci u®, that L. Siiph 
Jlfiaticus, and P. Scipio Nafic.i, 
Were joined with him in the lame 
comuiiHion. 

(G) He died in the feventicth 
year of Jiis age. Of his deatli 

(3) in Pberieit, p, 334. 

1 . xxxvi. xGaLr. A\u>, V'. 


the following oracle is faid to 
have been uttered many years 
.before: AiGujua 
Ao'.iCh <PkfJLa.i' the land of Li¬ 
bya, or LibylTa, Jhall cover the 
o/" Hannibal. By Libya, or 
lilyfi, funderftood Li¬ 
ly.- in Aj'ric ; whereas the place 
meant by this oracle was a little 
village in Bithynia, near the fea- 
fide, called by the fame name ( 
whereof Pliry (6) fpeaks thus: 
* 7here veas formerly in thofe parts 
a little to^n called LibyiTa ; 
vehcrc there h new nothing nuortb 
fuivg except Hanmb 4 ’r tomb. 

(4) Pc'fi. hgat, xIvjL (s) In-o. 
'‘X.b Y# (t 
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remain free. Hereupon Eumenesy and Ariarathei his ally» 
took the field, and, in a very fliort time, obliged Pharnaces 
to fue for a peace ; which was granted on terms very difad- 
vantageous to the king of Pentus, as wc hwe related in the 
foregoing volume. 

Eanenes Eument'<<^ being thus delivered from any apprehenfion of 
entetsinto wAr with his neighbours, enteicd into an alliance with An- 
tiochus^ fon of Antiochus the Create king of Syria^ whom 
iLitb An- lieiiiidQfus, after the murder of his brother Seleucusj with- 
licM from his paternal kingdom. Some writers fay, that he 
^ began now to grow jealous of the too great power of the 
Romans, and to ftrengthenhimfclf with other alliances, fear¬ 
ing left they fhould at laft prove as troublefome neighbours, 
as Antiochus the Gt eat had been, to the kings of Pergamus **. 
But, be that as it will, Einnents, with the afliftance of his 
brother Attains, drove out the ufurper, and placed Antiochus 
on the throne of his anccllors. About the fame time A'«- 
menes, falling out w’ith the Rhodians, his antient allies, not 
only ftirred up the Lycians to a revolt, but moreover made 
frequent inioadb into their territories on the continent. Em- 
badadois were therefore difpatched to Rome, to complain of 
the violent proceedings of Eumcnes. But, as the king himfeif , 
happened to go to Rome at the fame time upon another er¬ 
rand, the Rhodian cmbafladors could not obtain any facif- 
fa<Sfion for the damages they had fuffered. Eumcnes had un¬ 
dertaken this journey, to acquaint the fenatc with the vaft 
preparations which Perfes king of Macedon, to whom Eu- 
menes bore an implacable hatred, was making both by fea and 
land. The king was received at Rome with the liighcft ho- 
, ^ nours, and entertained in a manner fuitahlc to his dignity. 
P^es ^ Being admitted into the fenate, he made a long and elegant 
harangue; wherein he told them, that, befidts the defire he 
had of feeing the gods ami men, to whom he owed his king¬ 
dom, and his pi dent happy fituation, he had been induced to 
expofc his pcifon to fo dangerous a journey, by the mighty 
prepai uions wliich Perfes was carrying on with a defign to 
drive <ue Romans out of Afta : he inlarged upon this topic, 
and exhorted the fenators, with great vehemency, to prevent 
the impending danger, by falling upon the common enemy, 
before he was in a conditioif to hurt them, or their allies : 
he offered hiinfdf ready to affiff them with men and money 
to the utmolt of his power; and ended his fpeech with a 
xnodeft rehearfal of Iiis own fervices in behalf of the re¬ 
public What he faid on this occafion, and the fenate’s 

^ Appian. in Syriac, p, ii6, 117. «= Liv.l. xlii. Appjan. 

legal. X.XV. a Ful. Ursiho edit. 
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anfwer, were kept To fccret, that no one knew the true mo* 
tive of his journey to Romt^ till the war was ended, and 
Perfes taken prifoner* (Hj 

After the embafladors of RJfodiam were Rho- 

heard ; who inveighed againlt Eumenes, for encoiuaging anddians com- 
abetting the Lycian rebels i and told the fenate, that Eu-plain of 
menes^ under the fhadow of their power, was become as^u^cnes. 
troublefomc to JJia as Antiochus himft if. But as the Rho~ 
dtam were grown fomewhat out of favour with the Romans^ 
for having conveyed Laodice^ the daughter of Seleucus, to 
her husband Perfes, their fpeech, though applauded by the 
AJiatics, rather enhanced the efteein and kindnefs of the 
fenate to Etmenes, on whom they heaped all the honours 
they could, prefented him with a ftately chariot, and ivory 
ftafF, and lent him home loaded with rich prefents On Narrtnulj 
his return, as he was going from Cirrba to perform a facrifice^/^^rj he- 
at Delphi, two aflaflins, feiit by Perfes, rolled down twoiugkilled 
great Hones upon him as he entered the ftreights of the moMii-hytwo af 
tains. With one he was dangcroufly wounded on the head 
with the other in the fhoulder. As he fell with the blows^ Perfes. 
from a fteep place, and thereby received many other bruifes, 
liofe ’vho attended him carried him on board of his fhip, not 
v.cjl h no wing whether he was dead or alive. From Cirrha, 
finding he v/as Hill alive, they conveyed him toCorinth, and 
from Corinth to Mgina, having caufed their vcflcls to 
carried over the iHiimus. There he was cured of his wounds, 
with fuch fecrecy, that, none being admitted to fee him, the 
report of his death was fpread all over Afia, and even ^^"fpnad all 
lieved at Rente h over Afia. 

His brother Attains, being over-haHy in giving credit to 
the public fame, not only airumed the royal enfigns, but 
alfo married his brother's wife Stratonice, daughter to Ari- 
arathes king of Cappadocia. But, not long alter, hearing 

^ Liv. ubi fupra. Valer. Maxim. 1 . ii, c, 2. ® Liv. ubi 

fupra. Diodor. SicuL.ix.legat. xvi. ^ Liv.I.xlii. Appian. 
legat. XXV. 

(H) Valerius Antias writes, reception at Rome. Among 
that Attains, brother to Eumesits, withers, they tell us, that Cato 
and not the king himfelf, came could not be induced to vifit him, 
to Rome, to give notice to thefe- or fliew him i^yJcind of civility; 
nate of the preparations which and that, being asked the reafon 
Perfes was making. But all other of his peculiar conduft on that 
writers agree, that Eummes came occafion, he anfwered, A king it 
in perfon; and mention many by aatttre a carnivorous anipsal. 
pgrticutars of his journey, and 

that 



flMt his brother was alive, and on his journey to Pfr/^ms; 
laying down the diadem, he went to meet him, bearing an 
halbert, as one of his guards. The king embraced both him 
ond the queen with great tendernefs; bm is faid to have 
whifpered in his brother's ear, be again in hajle U 

marry my wife^ till you are Jure that lam dead. Nor did he, • 
during his whole life, ever do or fay any thing elfe that 
could reflc€i: on his brother’s or wife’s rafti and imprudent be¬ 
haviour, but (hewed them the fame love and tendernefs as 
he had ever done g. The news of his recovery caufed an uni- 
verfal joy at Rome j whence embafladors were fent to coi|j- 
gratulate him on his fafe arrival into his own kingdom, with¬ 
out any other commjlfion or inftradlions. But Eumenes-^ layr 
ing hold of that occafion, did all that lay in his power to in¬ 
flame them againft Perfes ; and, this treacherous attempt 
incrcafing his antient hatred and avcrfion to the Macedonians^ 
began himfelf to make vaft preparations, in order to join the 
Romans^ and their allies, againll; the king of Macedmt. His 
example was followed by Ariarathes king of Cappadocia ; and 
the Romans Artvf into the fame alliance Ptolemy king of Egypt^ 
and Maftnijja king of Numidia. Perfes in the mean time 
fent embafladors to Rome, to clear himfelf of the crimes laid« 
to his charge by Eumenes : they made an artful fpeech to the 
fenate; but, as they gave no fatisfadion with relation to the 
treacherous attempt of their matter upon the life of Eumenes^ 
a war was declared againft Perfes, and the embafladors or¬ 
dered to depart Rome the fame day, and, within thirty days, 
all Italy 

2 aim the Eumenes, upon advice that the Romans had at laft declared 

omans war againft Perfes, failed with his two brothers. Attains and 
mgamfi Athenaus, to Chalets in Beeotia, leaving his youngeft brother 
rerfes. Phileteerus at Pergamus, to defend his own dominions. Front 
Chaleis he marched into Thejfaly, where he joined the conful 
Licinius with four thoufand foot, and a thoufand borfe, 
Athenaus was left at Chalets with two thoufand foot to affift; 
Manus Lucretius, who commanded a body of ten thoufand 
men at the flege of Haliartus ^ The town was taken and 
levelled with the ground, and great part of Baeotia reduced. 
The like fuccefs did not at* md Licinius, Eumenes, and vA- 
talus, in thejfaly, where they had two encounters with 
Perfes : in the flrft, both parties claimed the vidfory j but, 
in the fecon(l,'the Romans, with their alliits, were put to 
flight} and Cajfgnatus, commander of the Cauls, with many 

» Eiv. nbifupra. Diodor. Sicul. in excerpt, P* 306* 
FikVtARCH. in apophthegm. •* Polyb. legat. DiOOOR. 

flicuL. legat.xvu. Liv. 1 . xlii. * Liv. 1 . jdii, 

qANp 
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0ther oMcen, killed on the fpot After this defeat the 
conful retired to Lariffat and from thence fent Eumnes and 
Attains home; ike hM army he kept, during the win¬ 
ter, in Thejffafy^ in order to be ready to take the field early ^ 
in the fpnng. In the mean time the Achaans^ torefeeingAf^?/^ 
that, with the kingdom ot Maceden, the liberties of 
muft inevitably fall, and, m that view, bearing a grudge to 
Eumenesj who had incenfcd the Romans againft PerfeSy abro¬ 
gated, by a public decree, all the honours they had conferred 
upon him : which Attalusy who then wintered at ElattOy 
llo fooner heard, but he fent embafiadors to expofhilate 
thereupon with the common council of the nation. After 
the embafl'adois were heard, at the periuafion of Polybius the 
hiftorian, a decree was made, whcieby Eumtnes was rein- 
ilated in all his antient honours, and embafiadors difpatched 
to Attains with a copy of the faid decree. In that council 
it was like wife decreed, that auxiliaries fhould be fent to the 
Romans ; and Polybius was appointed to command them *■ 

Thus Attains prevailed upon the Achaansy not only toreftore 
his brother to the honours they had confened upon him, but 
alfo to join him and the Romans againft the king of MaceioHy 
whom they had favoured to that time. 

F ARLY in the fpring, Eumenes^ failing with twenty (hips 
from F/ra, joined, on the coaftof the C^andrenfeSy Marcius 
Figulus the Roman admiral, and invefted, both by fea and 
land, the city qf Cajfandrca ; but was not able to reduce it. 

He likewife made unfucccfsful attempts on the two ftrong- 
holds, Toron and Demotrius, being obliged, with confider- 
able lofs, to retire from before them. As Enmenes^ about Eumenes 
this time, grew cold in his affciftion towards the Romansygfo^s cold 
fome writers tell us, that he did not exert himfelf on this *’» 
occafion as he might. What alienated his mind from his 
tient allies, is uncertain; but it is agreed on all hands, that^'^'" 
from Demetrias he returned home, and could not, though 
earneftly intreated by the conful Marcimy be prevailed upon 
to leave behind him fome troops of Gauli/h horfe, whiah 
would^have proved very ferviceable to the Romans (1). 

Perfu 

^ Liv. ubi fupia. ^ Liv.l.xliv. Polyb. legaf^ Ixxviii. 


^ (1) Some iky, that a recon- 
dliation between him and Perfes 
was privattly negotiated by one 
Cjdat and Antimachus 

coveraor Demettias. For 
^fdasy who was greatly in fitrOBr 


■» ^ 


with Eumnes, had liad private 
conferences at Amphttohs with 
one ebUnaras, likewilc^f Crete, 
and greatly attached to Perfes ; 
and at Defnetrtas iijul conferred 
Meaeerafett one <APerfs\ 
commander]^ 
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Perjes no fooner heard, that Eumenes had left the Ramans % 
but he Tent Cryphontes, as Polybius calls him, or Eropontes^- 
as he is named in the printed copies of Livy^ to propofe con- 
Confers agreement between him and Eumenes. Cryphontes 

•with an *’^P*’efented to Eumenes^ that there could be no fincere friend- 
embajfador^^^ between a king and a republic ; that the Romans hated 
fent tohim'^ kings alike, though they Ihcwcd the efFe£l;s of their hatred 
by Perfes. to one only at a time, employing the forces and wealth of 
one king againll another, with a defign to compafs the utter 
deftriicSlion of them all ; that they had reduced Philip with 
the aihftance of Attains^ Antiochus with the help of Phslip and 
Eumenes^ and now defigned to deftroy Perfes with the forces 
of Eumenes and Prujias ; but, when he was deftroyed, they, 
would certainly fall upon Eumenes, whofe territories lay next 
to theirs ; that they already pretended to be diflatisfied with 
him, in order to have a plauiible pretence of treating him as 
they had treated other kings. Eumenes anfwered, that he 
apprehended no greater danger from the Romans, than from 
Perfes, if he fhould happen to get the better of them ; but 
however, that he would ftand neuter, provided Perfes paid 
him a thoufand talents ; and, for fifteen hundred talents 
more, would perfuade the Romans to hearken to conditions 
of an honourable peace. Perfes promifed the Ann required ; 
but would not pay it before-hand, though Eumenes offered to 
give hoflagcs for the performance of what he promifed. 
Perfes, finding that he could not prevail upqn Eumenes but 
with ready money, offered to depofit the Aim agreed on in a 
temple of Samothrace, whence it fhould be conveyed to him 
as foon as the peace was concluded. But, as the ifland of 
Samothrace was fubjeft to Perfes, Eumenes thought himfelf 
no furcr of the money, while it was there, than if it had 
been kept in the Icing’s treafures at Pella. Befides, he 
thought that his good offices deferved fome acknowlegement, 
whether they were attended with fuccefs or no ; and there¬ 
fore infifted upon this, that part of the fum ihould be paid 
before he made any Itep in the affair. To this Perfes^ who 
miftrufted Eumenes, could not be brought ; and thus the 
conferences were broken off, but the fubjcdl; of them kept 
<. « 

commanders, and Antima- and not fuffered to encamp within 
ehus, under the very walls of the the fame trenches ; which he 
city (7). Others fay, that, hav- highly refenting,,;took his leave 
ing joined Marcias, as he had of the conful, and, with his 
done thi other confuls^he was forces, return^ to Per-' 

very coldly entertained by him, gamus (d). % ' 

(7] tiv, 1 . xlir. (S) Ftllei. Pattrtul, bifior. ], i.^. 9. 

fecr<|f, ^ 
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fecret, Eumenes having Tent an exprefs to the RomH conful, 
acquainting him, that their negotiations were concerning the 
redemption of captives *. 

How£ V E R, as the truth of the matter was foon after known <rbe Ro¬ 
by the-Remans, they began to entertain no fmall jcaloufy of mans 
Eumenes, and heaped all their favours on his brother Attalus,grmajeai- 
who had Raid with the conful, and given undoubted proofs^^" 
of his fidelity during the whole time of the Macedonian war.^'**- 
After the overthrow of Perfes, and utter deftru(Sion of the 
kingdom of Macedon, Eumenes fent his brother Attains to 
congratulate the fenate on the happy ifiue of that war, and 
at the fame time to crave their aififiance againft the AJtatic 
dSauls, who began to be very troublefome neighbours. At- 
talus was received at Rome, and entertained in a princely 
manner. Several of the fenators, who went to vifit him be- finat*. 
fore he had his audience, encouraged him to lay down ^^tneourages 
charadler of an embafiador from his brother, and treat for his brother 
himfelf; affuring him, that, as the minds of the Romans were Attains 
alienated from Eumenes, his brother’s kingdom would be given 
to him, if he requefted it of the fenate. Thcfe promifes 
firft awakened his ambition ; for he approved, or feemed 
approve, of the motion, and even promifed to beg of the-'''^* 
fefl ite his brother’s kingdom. But his honcll nature was 
foon reclaimed by the wholfome admonitions of Stratius 
the phyfician, a man of great truft and authority with Eu¬ 
menes, who had been fent with him to Rome, as a mo- 
nitor, in cafe the Romans (hould tempt his fidelity. Stratius 
reprefented to him, that at prefent he reigned no lefs than 
his brother ; and, in a ihort time, confidering his brother’s 
old age and infirmities, would have the kingdom intirely to 
himfelf, without being guilty of rebellion } that the king- 
dom could fcarcely be defended againft the power of the 
Gauls by their mutual agreement, much lefs could they hold 
out againft fo warlike a nation, if their ftrength were im¬ 
paired and divided by civil dilTenfions. 

These coofiderations had fo good an'effe^fc upon Attains^ 
thatjNvhen he was admitted into the fenate, he firft congra¬ 
tulated them on their viftory over Perfes \ then modeftly re- 
hearfed his own fervices durjng the Macedonian war; and 
laftly, acquainted them with the motive of hisjou^ey, in- 
treating them to fend embafi'adors to th£ Gauls, who, by 
their authod^ might oblige them to lay down their arms, 
and for^r all hoftilities againft his brother Eumenes^ j he rer 
quefted^ie fenate, that the cities Bf ^Snus and Maronea 

i 

^ ™ iH^piAN. Macydonic. in excerpt. Vales, p. 50a. 

might 
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^begtne- might be Beftowed on himfeJf. As he omitted to {tie for his 
rtiM hrothei*s kingdom, they fuppoied that he defigned to afk 
wearo/ another day of audience for that afiair alone. Wherefore 
^ ‘*®* they not only granted him all his requefts, but fent him more 
rich and magnificent prefents than they had ever done to any 
before. Neverthelefs Attains took no notice of their mean¬ 
ing, but left Rome, contented with what they had granted him 
already. His unexpe£ted departure provoked the fenate to 
fuch a degree, that, while he was yet in Italy, they declared 
the cities of Mnus and Maronea free; thereby making their 
promife incifeiStual, which otherwife they could not without 
ihame revoke. And, a» for the Gauls, who were ready to 
fall upon the kingdom of Pergamns, they dlfpatched embai^- 
fadors to them, with luch inttruitions, as rather encouraged 
than prevented their defign ". •* 

Eumenes * Eumenes, being informed by his brother of what had pafied 
re/olves to at Rome, thought it well worth his while to go in perfon and 
/tfRomejuftify his proceedings before the fenate. But, his defign 
being underfiood at Rome, a law was there ena£led, that no 
be permitted to come to Rome j for they did not 
^ think it expedient to treat him as an enemy j and to entertain 
him as a fiiend, was more than their difpleafure for his in¬ 
gratitude, as they ftiled it, would permit. Upon the fi,rft 
RBriV^r^-notice of his landing at Brundujium, the fenate dlfpatched 
vtntedhy tbe qutefior to him with a copy of the ediit, injoining him 
t efenate. to acquaint the king, that, if he had any thing to lay before 
the fenate, he was commiflioned to hear and propofe it $ 
but, if he had no affairs to tranfaiSi: with the fenators, to com¬ 
mand him, without delay, to depart Italy. Eumenes, under- 
ftanding from the quaeftor the pleafure of the fenate, told 
him, that he had no bufinefsof confequence to tranfa^^, and 
did not ftand in any need of their affiftance \ and, without 
adding one word more, retired on board his ihip, and failed 
back to Pergamus. This treatment not only abated the cpu*» 
rage of the L'ng's friends, but animated the Gauls to inVt^e 
his territories, feeiflg he could not exp^sdl anyc^hclp from the 
Romans But Eumenes, raifing a powerful army, nofonly 
drove the Gauls out of 'his own dominions, but invaded at 
the fan^time Galatia and Bitf^nia, laying wade thofe coun¬ 
tries, plmidering the cities, and pofieifing himfclf of many 
ffrong-holds. Whereupon Prufias king of Bitlnnltt fent cm** 
balTadors to Rome, to complain of thefe vi(dc4||>roceedings,, 
luid acquaint the fenat|, that Eumenes bad eatered^ into aa 

• 

* PoLYB. legat xc$u. I,|T. 1, xlv, • ^pOLYB. legat,'«cvi^ 
it?. I. advi, 
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king of Syria ^ and countenanced all 
who (hewed any averiion to the Homans With the 
eniba(^oi% ot 'Pru^as came alfo thofe of the Gauls^ of the 
Stlgen/iSf and Many other cities of Afta^ to accufe Eumenes^ 
a$ if he kept a fecret correfpondence with which was 

alfo confirmed by fome letters which the Romans themfelves^ 
bad intercepted. 

Eutpenss fearing) left the fenate (hould declare him 
enemy, and join the Qauls and PrUjias^ charged his two/<w 0 ho, 
brothers, Attains and Jtthenaus^ to clear him at Ronu of theM^n to 
crimei ,obje^ed to hfin by his enemies. They were both//W hn 
received with ail pofiible marks of honour, but cottl<( not<<*«/^ 
difiipate the jealouues which the fenate had conceived againft^^™^> 
Eumines* For, not long after their departure, C, Sulpitius 
GalluSi and Manus Sergtus, were fent into in quality 
of legates, and injoined to make a ftn£t inquiry into the 
counfels apd^defigns of Antiochus and Eumtnes, Sulpitius legater 
GalhtSf upon his entering A^y caufed a proclamation to hc/ent from 
made in aih^e cities of that province, whereby all thofe,Rome to 
who had any complaints againft Eumtnesy were ordered Xf^inqutreinto 
Jcpair to SardiSy where they fhould have juftice done them. 

The legate himielf arriving by the time appointed at SardtSy^f 
caufed a tribunal to be ere£led in a public place, on which^*^^** 
for ten days together, he received all the accufations and 
complaints againft Eumenes that were laid before him, as if 
he had been fent on purpofe to pick a quarrel with the king. 

Eununesy who was wellapprifed of his defign, but unwilling 
to engage in a war againft lo powerful an enemy, efpeciilly 
in his old age, again fent his brother Attahts to Romoy hoping 
that by his mediation he might be fuftered to end his days in 
peace. Attains did all that lay in his power to appeafe the 
wrath of the fenators, and bring his brother s^ain into favour* 

But all was to no purpofe; they cOuld by no means be pre-* 
vailed upon to forget his behaviour during thejhfor^dmiVwef* 
and Teemed obftinately bent upon his deftruiStion. But theirEumenee 
defigns were prevented by the death of the king, which hap'd». 
pened (bon after the return of Attahuy to whom he be« 
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the prefent poATeffion of the crown, leferving; die fi^t fuc* 
ceifion to his fon (K). 

Attalus. Attalus was fcarce feated on the throne, when Prujtas% 
Year of king of Bithynia^ fur named the Hunter y invaded, upon what 
the flood provocation we know not, his dominions, and committing 
2189. every-where moft dreadful raviwes, advanced to the very 
Bef. Chr. ^aiis of Pergamusy overthrew jStalus in a pitched battle, 
‘ 59 * and made himfelf mafter of the capital of his kingdom. 
He expefted to have found Attalus in the city, but that 
prince having faved himfeif by a timely retreat, Prufios 
Reduced te^^tited his rage upon the unhappy citizens, putting a great 
great number of them to the fword, and fetting 6re to their 
y?m]^ir/j^houfesHereupon difpatched embafladors to Italyf 

Prufias ^ to lay before the Roman fenate the condition to which the 
^Vfj'^Bi-kingdom of Pergamus was reduced. But Niemedesy the 
thynia, Prufiasy who was then at Rome for his education,, 

anfwered the complaints that were made againft his father, 
and even returned them againft Attalusy as if he had been 
the aggreflbr. However, two conimiilioners were fent into 
the eaft, to put an end to the difputes of the 1 vo kings on 
the fpot; But PrufiaSy without p^’ying them i . leaft de¬ 
ference, continued ravaging^ thr territories of Pergamvu 
Attalus therefore, taking theadvaM^ioc ol tlieret.irn of one 
of the embafladors, font bis Bioti.jr Athmaus with him to 
make new complaints to the fenate. As he . Vanced no¬ 
thing but wbat was confirmed by tneir own embaftador, the 
fenators were at laft convinced that Prufias was the ^greftbr, 
and therefore fent him forthwith orders to withdraw his 
forces from the territories of Attalus, But Prufiasy under 
various pretences, purfued the war for the fpace of three 
whole years, and reduced the kingdom of Pergamus to a 
moft deplorable condition. At length he pretended to be 
ready to obey the decrees of the fenate, and defircd a con¬ 
ference with Attalus, At his requeft it was agreed,' that the 
contending princes Ihould meet on tlie frontiers of the two 
kingdoms, each attended by a guard of a thoufand men, in 

4 PoLYB. ubi fupra. Plutarch, in apophthegm. Strab. 
}. xiii. p. 624. * Diodor. Sicvl. in excerpt. Vales, p. 169^ 

170, 337. Suio. in voce Prufias. 

the great- chdfen books, «U colleAed by 
eft and moft powerful -king of himf^. Thfifd^'Mare Akto^ 
hb time.. We have df^here aftawasdh heftewed 
made mention of his famous li- ^atra, by Whtde older thi^ were 
brary at Pergamus^ wherein jifere.. oarrisd' ftom JSn^aanv/ to AUx^ 
lodged two hundred thoufand andria,^ 

• 9 .4 otdef 
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or4ei[ to put an eml to 4ii«r«Aces intheprefenceof 
the Roman envoys. But Rrujias^ who had no other.vlew inTreaehery 
this than to fe.iae Atialui^ marched his whole army to tfae^/Prufias. 
frontiers, and concealing his troops behind the neighbouring 
hills, gave them orders to furround the R^mam and Perga^ 
menfts^ as Toon as they fliould appear. But Attains and the 
Romans^ having timely notice of his deli rn^ faved themfelves 
by flight before the Bithynian forces could put the king's 
orders in execution. Prujias followed them to Pergamus^ 
after he had plundered the baggage of the embaf&dors; and 
then marched to Eya^ a maritime city of ^oUsj hoping to 
furprife it. But as the place was well garrifoned, and flored 
with all forts of provifions, he did not think it advifeable to 
attempt the redu(^ion of it. He therefore fent back his 
land-forces to Bithynia, and embarking on board his fleet fet 
fail for Tihyatira *. 

The fenate being, upon the return of their embafladors, 7*^^ 
informed of thefe proceedings, were highly provoked arainfttnans Jin^ 
Prufm ; but, however, inftcad of deckring war oneeommffi- 

who had aiFronted their embafladors, and d^fpifed theur«»«rx to 
orders, they contentfd ihemfelvcs with fending ten zool- an end 
miflioners, whofe nmnber at leaft might make feme im- tothenuar, 
P];efliofi on the Blthytian. Anjong thefe were L, Aniciusy 
C. Fanniusy and Fabius Maximus. Their inftruSions 
were to put an end to this war, to oblige Prujias to fatisfy 
Atialus fur the damages he had fuflFcred by it, and to break 
off the alliance of the republic with the Bithynian, in cafe he 
did not aequiefee to the decree of the fenate ^ In the mean 
time Attalusy having got together a confiderable army, (for 
both Ariarathes king of Cafpadacia, and Mithridates king of 
Pontusy fent him underhand powerful fupplies) took the 
field, and meeting the Roman embailadors at mardi- 

ed diretSlly againft Prufiasy whp was advancing towards the 
frontiers of Pergamusy at the bead of a numerous army. 

The two kings, at the requeft of the embafladorsi came to 
a conference in a place equally diffant from both camps. Tht taiv 
Prujiasy by many fttfts and evauons, endeavoured to zsaiScbings come 
the embaflsidors ; but they at length exerting themfelves, ^ a eon/f 
told him, that he muft eitber^comply with the decree of tbe*’^^^* 
fepate, or be declared an enemy to the republic j and ac* 
oordin^, as be ftili perfifled ohiUnate anJ uatra£iable^ they 
ifleihniy renounced t^ alliance and amity which had been 
liktwoe^ himandi!«vie. PnAm ondeavourM to gun them by 
premifes'and fubmiflions i but they were inflexible, and after 

• Iegat.cxxvill. « Polye. lega(.aQdli. 
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having exhorted Attalus to continue on the defenfive» di*' 
fperfed themfelves in the feveral ilates of AJia^ to aflemble 
forces againft the king of Bithynia. Rhodes^ Cyxicum, and 
many rther maritime citi», fitted out (hipS) and font them 
to the afliftance ol Attalus ; who having, out of thefe rein¬ 
forcements, formed a fleet of eighty gallies^ gave‘the coit^ 
mand of it to his brother Athenaus^ with orders to ravage the 
coails of Bithynia ; which he did accordingly, -putting all to 
fire and fword, and carrying off an immenfe booty. Prujias 
finding he could not hold out againfl; the ftorm that threatened 
him, fuhmitted to the decree of the fenate, and accepted 
the terms which Rome fent him by three new embafladors, 
Prufias vi*. Appiut Claudius^ Lucius Oppius, and Aulus Pojihumius. 
apts the The terms were, that he (hould forthwith deliver up to At^ 
terms of twenty (hips with decks ; that he (hould pay five hun- 
talents within the fpace of twenty years j that both of 
7 (hould be contented with what they 'had before the 

'•ueiu em- the war ; and laftly, that Prujias (hould pay 

hnjfadors. Methymneans^ Egeans^ Cumai^ and Heracleats, an hun¬ 
dred talents, by way of reparation for the damages he had 
done thfm. Thcfc conditions being agreed on, and figned 
by the contending parties, Attalus returned to Pergamus with 
all his fea and land-forces, zn 6 . Prujias into Bithynia, after 
having evacuated all the cities and ftrong-holds which he had 
taken during the war 

Attalus being thus, by the afiiftance of the Romans, de- 
Si nds his livered from fo dangerous a war, fent his nephew, the fan 
vepbe^M roof Eumenes, named alfo Attalus, to thank the fenate for 
Home io their kind offices, and to renew the friendlhip and alliance 
thank which had been formerly between his father and the people 
jenate. Young Attalus was received by the fenate with all 

poffible marks of difliin&ion, the antient treaties with his 
father were renewed, and he, loaded with prefents, fent back 
■to his uncle ; all the cities of Greece, through which he was 
to pafs, being ordered to receive and treat him in a manner 
fuitable to his condition 


Pruftai having difeharged part of the fum which he was to 
pay to Attalus, hoped, by .the intereft of his fon Nieemedes, 
who-refided at Rome, and was in great favour with the fenate^ 
to prevail upon the fenators to forgive the remainder. With 
this view he fegit,‘^one Menas', a chief-lord of his court, to 
iRome, in quality of embalTador} his inftrudbns were,-to 
make .ufe of Nicmedes*% intereft to g»n his point*; and ifi 

7 ‘ • i; 1 J 

• PoLYB, legat.cxxx:n, cxxxvii. AppiAN.iaMithridatie. p. 173. 
* Idem legaucxl., . , 

; ' caC* 



G.‘ VI. Hi/hry rf Pergamu&i 

cafe he did not fucceed,,to difpatch of vhofe 

great intereft at Rome he began to be jealous. For the more 
eafy execution of this wicked defign^* he commanded two 
thoufand men to embarque with his embafiador; an extra¬ 
ordinary guard, but nece/Tary to facilitate tHe ei'cape of Mentis 
after the a/Taifination, and prote£lk him aftet his return into 
hithynia, Menas, on his arrival at Rente, employed Nice- 
tnedes to ufe his bed oiHces with the fenate; but Andrenicus, 
the embaflador of the king of Pcrgamus, pleadtd his mafter'spj^^jjg 
caufe fo well, that the former decree of the fenate was con* 
firmed. What therefore remained was, to put the barbarous/i/^fm/r 
orders of Pruftas in execution, and murder Ntcomedcs. But»/o» the 
as the young prince was greatly beloved at Rome, |t itemed hfr of hu 
dangerous to Menas, notwithftanding the numerous gvtzrdjo” Nico* 
which he concealed on board his fhips, to make any attempt "'^des. 
upon his life in the fight of the fenate. After he h<id been 
long in fufpenfe, not knowing what to do he refolved at 
lad to communicate to the fon his father’s defign, and to 
turn the plot againd the author and contriver of it. Accord¬ 
ingly Menas difeovered to him his private indru^ions, and 
at his requed imparted ^e whole matter to Andrenicus the 
Pergamian embafiador, who obtained leave of his mader to 
Vanfport Nicemedes into Afta on board his fhip, that prince 
promifmg to tak6 him under his proteidion, and fupport him 
againd his father, who was no lefs intolerable to his neigh¬ 
bours, than to his own fubje 6 l 3 . 

The two embadadors failed from much about the 
fame time, and arrived, as it had been agreed on before¬ 
hand, at Berenice, a fmall city on the coad of Epirus. There 
they both landed their men, under pretence of lefrcfhing 
them after the voyage, and met privately to confult together 
with Nicemedes, about the meafures that might feem mod 
proper for the execution of their defign. The next morningjt^jcoine- 
Niemedes, as it had been concerted the night before, wentdes /ro- 
afhore in a purple robe, with the royal diadem on his head, claimed 
and a feeptre in his hand. Hereupon Andrenicus, with an hng of 
hundred men he had with him, faluted and proclaimed him Bithynia, 
king of Bithynia. Menas, pretending to be furprifed at this 
dep, adbmbled in great hai^e his two thoufand Bithynians, 
and, in an artful fpeech, exhorted them to fide with that 
party which was < mod likely to prevail, 'jndnuating, at the 
Ufftk time, that Pruftas was generally ^ted, and Nicomdfs 
beloved, not only % the Bithpmdns, but by the Remans^ 
and the ftibje£b of the king of Pergamus, who were ready 
CO aflid him to the utmod of their pbwer. Hayiqg ended 
)iis fpeech, he obferved in the countenances' s»t his men an 
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miahimoitt determination to adhere to the young prinee.s 
whereupon, fecondihg i^eir their indihation, he immediately 
joined the troops of JnUrekicuSf and faluted Nicomdes king 
of Bitiynm, After great fhouts, ancl reptated acdamatiops, 
they ail re-imbarqued, fet fail, and landed in a port of the 
kix^dom of Pergmus. Jfttabu received young Niemedes 
with great joy, and immediately dirparcbed meiTengcrs to 
Prujias, requiring him to deliver up fome provinces to his 
fon, and Hx certain revenues on him far his fubfiftence. To 
this demand the old king proudly anfwered, that Nieomedes 
ihould foon have the whole kingdom of Pfi^gamui aifigned to 
him r. 

But notwithftanding this haughty anfwer, he forthwith 
fent embafladors to Rome^ defiring the fenate to fend com' 
miflioners into Bithynia^ and fettle matters between him and 
Attalus Attahsy in an amicable manner. But in the mean time' 
tMurages jgttahsy having encouraged Nicomtdes to make war upon his 
Nicome- fether, by interp|1|]li^, in his favour, the anfwer of an oracle 
in Epirus^ as if the promifed the young prince the king- 
u^n Bifhynia took the field ; and, entering with Ni* 

jathtr, comedes the dominions of Prujias^ ^ was every-whcre received 
with great and loud acclamations. The king, not daring 
to trufi his Bithynians^ had recourfe to DiegyUs^ one of the 
pet^ ibvereigns of whofe daughter he had married 

for nis fecond wife. But all the fuccours that prince could 
fpare him were only five hundred men. With thefe he (hut 
himfelf up in the dty of Nice\ but obferving that the citizens 
were ready to revolt, and only waited for the arrival of Ni^ 
camdes and Attalux^ he left that place, and took refuge in 
Nicmtdia^ which he thought firong enough to endure a long 
fiege, not doubting but in the mean time embafiadors wouM 
^rive from Rjtmey and by the interpofition of their authorfiy, 
and good offices, make up matters between him and his fon^. 
But he was herein greatly difappointed} for though his em¬ 
bafladors, 'on their arrival at Rme^ defired an audience of 
the fenate without delay, yet the praetor, tO favour AttakSi 
put it off under various pretences from 'day to dav. At 
length he prefented diem tor the cionfeript fiithers, ana being 
ordered to appoint three eitibafladors to be font into 
be made ehoice^ Of fuch as were no ways qiialifled for that 
pommlffiort; for mey were men of no parts, and befides, 
Made a veiy ridiculmis figpfe^ one qf them being forange^ 
dia^uredwith (cats,* the other lame, aq4 the tmrdi mas 

V ArvtA'H.'inMithridatic. p. 174, • Zos^ni/kiitor. 

i. \L •Airnn. ibid. 

idiot; 
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idiot: whence the hylag of Cato^ that Urn Bitiptian em^ 
bafiy had neither head, feet, nor uitderftanding K It may 
beeafily imagined, that men of this low figure and charadl/r 
had no great weight in the two courts. Attahtt and 
mdet made as if they were ready to fubmit to the authority 
of the fenate; but the Bitbynians, tampered with underhand 
by them, openly declared, that they could no longer bear the 
tyranny of Prufias^ and therefore intreated the embafiadors 
to return to and lay their complaints before the fenate, 
not doubting but they fhould be able to fettle Nkvmdes on 
the throne before a^ new refolutions could be taken by the 
confcript fathers. The embafladors were eafily prevailed' 
upon to leave Bithynia^ and return for new inftru^ions to 
Rome. 


Thet were no Iponer gone, than Attains and NicomedeSf 
at the head of the Pergamian troops, advanced to Nieemedia% 
which readily opened its gates to them, and left the old king 
at his fon’s mercy. Prufas feeing himfi|j|£^us deferred andNicome* 
betrayed by all, fled for refuge to the temple of 'Jupiter, des, •with 
But the fandity of the place cpuld not fcreen him from the'^^ 
violence of his fon, who, as he had been brou^t upat"**'^ 6^ 
Rjtme^ was tainted with the depravity of manners that pre- ^ 
v*ailed there: for he no fooner heard that his father bad taken 
fan^uary in the temple of Jupiter^ but he fentthithej^'affalEnsv^^^^^ 

to murder him ® (L). t^one^ 

Soon after Attains joined the Romans againft Andriftns^ 
who pretended to be fon of Perjes king of Macedan^ and 
heir to his dominions. This was the laft enterprize Attains 
engaged in ; for Andrifens being taken prifoner, and an end 
put to that war, he returned home with his fea and land- 
forces, and gave himfelf up to an idle and diflblute life, 9s Attains 


gi<vt$ him- 

^ Plot, in Ckt. Major, * Appian. tn Mifiiridat,}^^ vp to 

' p. 174, 175. anidltand 

dijelute 

(L) Diodorus Sica/us (9) tells Nieofuedes and Attalus. Theb/*- 
tts, that the unnatural fon killed Romatu took no notice of what 
him with his own hand; Strabo had pafled in Bitbynia, but treat- 
(ip) charges Attests with the ed Attalus with the fame kind' 
dsasiitABruJUuyDioCaAiutuxA ttefi they had formerly .(hewn 
Zonaras lay, that he was afla^- him, and fuSered BUemikts to 
Bated by his pWn Ihhja^s (| 1) > . enjoy peaftably thp fruit of hi$ 

• put ( I al divides ^e giij)t of ^ wickewflfe. 

this h^jis mtfdes between 


(9) Di$dar.- Siad. in Phttii SlUiotb, cod. 344. (lo) Strobt a>u* h ^'4* 
Qof, I, alii* Sfooort h vi> (is) tdu* ofitom. lib. I« 

• P 4 Plutarch 



f lut^tyh infonus us, adding,: that Philo^aemen^ ima of 
cipurtiers, • governed both the kin^and kingdom at hfs piet* 
.fure i infomuch that no bodjr applied to mtahUi hut to fajs 
4)rime minifter Pkihpemeny for favours or en4>Ioyments, tlw 
whole management of ai&irs being committed to his ca^e 
alone We have obferved above, that Eumenes bad a foo, 
udio, as he was a minor at the time of his father*s death, the 
tuition of the young prince, with the crown, was left to 
Attahs the uncle, who fo faithfully difcharged his truft, that 
tieath of he not only carefully bred up his pupil, but at his death, 
Attalus. which happened in the eighty-fecond year of his age, and 
twenty-firft of his reign, left the crown to him, palling 
by his own children: for he looked upon it'as a mere de** 
pofitum intruded with him for his nephtw, and therefore 
reftored it to him in the next ruccelfionjjil inftance of 
honefly fcldom to be met with, princes being commonly no 
lefs follicitous to preferve their crowns for their pofterity 
than for themfelves ® 

Actalus Attains, the Ton of Eumenes, was fcarce feated on the 
111. throne, when he began to a^t more like a madman, as 
Year after exprefles it, than a princef. In the-firft place, he 
■the flood caufed moft of his relations, and the beft friends of his family, 

2210. (Q inhumanly mafTacred, charging fome of them with tl^e 
Bef. 

his mother Stratanice, who died in an advanced 
• .age, and others, with the murder of his wife Berenicei 
t&>ugh it was well known, that fhe died of an incurable 
Hh erw/-diftemper, and was generally lamented. Many, upon ground- 
tj. lefs fufpicions, were cut off with their wives, children, and 
whole families. In thefe executions he made ufc of his mer- 

* PtuT. in apoph, * Px*uTj ibid. & in lib. vifi 
* Justin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. 


(M) He was furnamed Pki/a- 
delpkiUf ftov^ikcfincete afieffion 
which he hod for his broths, 
whereof we have related a very 
remackable inftance in die fore- 
going reign. He was a gre^t 
cticourager of learning, and took 
particular pleafure in the con- 
verfation of learKe^' men, efpe- 
cially of lyeon, a native of Troai, 
and a philofopher of great note, 
yrhom he entertained at his court 
wjth a magniiicence worthy of a 

( 13) JAeeeai. I, i, f, X5« . 


king. He built two cities in 
Lydia, the one called AttalU, 
from his name, and the other 
horn his furnattie Philadelphia. 
The author of the flrft book bf 
the Maccabees, mentions him 
a among the allies of the Reman 
people (13); and ‘fully tells us, 
that he was a conllant friend to 
Ram, and fent magnificent pre- 
fents^ to Sci^e JEmilianus, while 
he lay at die flege of Numauitlce 
In Spain (i^). 

(14) Ciy, in oraf, pro Ptjttar*. 

Cenaries^ 



, icmariesy whoiu he had,hired for thia ^rpofe- out of the moll 
^uel and &vage of the Wbardus nations., After he had thus 
filled the city of Pirgamus, and the whole kingdom, with 
bipod and (laughter, and in a wild fury cut off the beft men 
in his kingdom, and thofc who had ferved ins father and 
uncle with the greateft fidelity, being confeious of the many 
murders he had committed, and imagining, that the manes of 
ht's murdered relations were perpetually haunting him, he fe)l 
into a deep melancholy, and, confining himfclf to his palace, 
put on a mean apparel, let his hair and beard grow,' and 
quite fequeflered himfelf from the red of mankind. After¬ 
wards he withdrew from the palace, and (hut himfelf up 
garden, which he cultivated with liis own hands, fowing it 
with ail forts of poifunous herbs. Thefe he mixed with^'*”“'“‘ 
wholfome pdfe ; and, in his mad fits. Tent packets of them 
to thofe whom ins gloomy temper led him to rurpe<d. In 
thefe, and fuch-like wild extravagancies, he fpent the whole 
time of his reign; the bed commendation of which was its 
Ihortnefs j for it ended after five years in his death ; which 
happened in the following manner. 

As he was without friends, without relations, and even 
without courtiers, no one daring to come near him, he took 
a, fancy to employ his time in the trade of a founder ; and 
having undertaken to make a brazen monument fo^us mo- jff/j deaths 
ther,, while he laboured in melting and working tflrbrafs, 
the heat of the fun and furnace threw him into a fever, of 
which he died the feventh day after, delivering his people 
from the mod cruel and barbarous tyrant that ever fwayed a 
(cepter * (N). 

At 

K JvSTlN. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. 


(N) All theantients fpeak of 
him as a madman; and fome 
writers tell us, that the ^ief, 
. which he conceived for the death 
of his mother whom 

he loved with great tendernefs, 
threw him into a deep melan¬ 
choly, which at length deprived 
. him of his fenfes. From his 
tender affeAion for his mother 
he was {vafomtAPhilometor,^^ 
|lot ironic^y, as Polaterranus 
inrpuld have i^ as ifhehadhated. 


and even murdered her. J«Jiin 
tells us in ezprefs terms (15), 
that he well diaerveddiat name 
for the extraordinary affedion 
he always bore her; and, never- 
thelefs, the above - mentioned 
author quotes Juftin to prove 
what he advances, though dia¬ 
metrically,, oppofitc to what we 
read in that ^iter. Lucian and 
Zoaares accuie this jU’ince of 
having di(|)atched his uncle At¬ 
tains with poifon; but other 


(IS) iW, 


WTitsr:, 
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Makn the At his death he left a will, whereby he made the Ramans 
Roman heirs of all his goods ; in virtue of this will, the repubh'c 
people heirs On his kingdom, reckoning that among his goods, and 
e/ all his reduced it to a province, which was known by the name of 
goods, jjia Propria^ or Proper AJia, Eudemus of Pergamushto\x^t 
this will to Rome^ and there delivered it to Tiberius Gracchus^ 
tribune of the people, together with the deceafed king’s 
crown, and purple robes ** (O). 

•» Justin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. Plutarch, in Tiber. Gracch. 


writers, without taking notice of 
any violence ufed on him, tell 
us, that he died in the eighty- 
fecond year of his age, leaving 
the crown to his neplww, whpm 
he had brought up with great 
care. Vorro (16) and Columella 
(17) reckon Jttalus Philometor 
among thofe who have wrote of 
agriculture; and add, that he 
was skilled in phyftc, and had a 
thorougii knowlege of fimplcs. 
Hence Tome have conjectured, 
that the phyfician Jttalus^ men> 
tionedteby Plity (18}, was the 
> king of Pergamus f fiuce that au¬ 
thor elfcwhere (19) mentions 
him among thofe who have 
wrote of phyfic. 

(O) The words of At talus'& 
will were, Populus Romauus bono- 
rum meat um heeres rjio ; Let the 
people i^Rome he the heirs of my 
goods: Thefe words the fenate 
interpreted as comprehending 
his kingdom, which they reckon¬ 
ed among the king's goods. But 
feme of the neighbouring 
rinces, namely, Mstbridates 
ing of Pontus (20), looked upon 
this will as a mere forgery, 
others were of opinion, mtdie 
Romans, allowing if to be ge¬ 
nuine, were, in^irtue of ue 
above-mentioned words, intitled 
' only to the decealed king's move- 


able goods, the kingdom itfelf 
belonging, by right of fuccef- 
fion, to Arifionieus, the only fur- 
viving prince of the blood-royal. 
'Tis true, he was the natural fon 
of Eumenes ; but this, according 
to the cuftom which obtained 
among all the eaftern princes, did 
not by any means debar him 
from the crown, when there 
were no lawful children to fuc- 
cecd to it. Horace, among the 
Latin writers, feems to iniinuate, 
as Acroa obferves in his notes^n 
that poet, that the Romans were 
intruders, and not lawful heirs 
to king Attains, in the following 
words: 

■ ■I — .— Rtque Atiali 
Igmtus hares t egtatnoccupavi^Zi ). 

Nor have I forg’d a royal name. 
The throne of Attains to claim. 

It is not therefore true, 
that the kingdom of Pergamus 
belonged, in JlriSt efsuty, to the 
Romans, atastber^wUe badmn 
indijputable right of donunion over 
the Peigamians, xlaax Ariftmeus 
*had no manner of claim to the 
kingdom of Attains t ns certain 
mimem writers con&dently af¬ 
firm (22.) 


(t6) Vartodtre fuflie. 1 . i. c. t. (17) Columelt. de I. i c. i, 

(iS) fiin. 1 . xxxiii. (19) ~l(em, I. inli. (a'') Sallofi, /. iv. btfioriar, 

{zsjSitras, i, li. Ode 18. (sz) CsUroH end RmUebifi, Rm*h U. eienn, urb,%%s^ 

• Bvt 
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due itext heir, did not ixmely TabMit t 5 the 
ifiriU which Attabu was faid to have made. He was the fon 


of Eununesy and brother of Attalusy though by another mo> 
ther, o/z. by an Epheftan courtefan, the daughter of a mu* 
fidan. As fon of Eumenesy he laid claim to the crown ; and, 
having affembled a confiderable army, he put himfelf in acus/o^j 
condition to mafntain his pretenfions. With tlic aflUlanccr/tf/mrs 
of a body oi Thracians znd Phocaansy whom he took into the crovjtim 
his fervice, he made himfelf mailer of fome ilrong places, 
which opened him a way into the heart of the' kingdom, 
where he was joined by great numbers of Pergamiansy Who, 
being accullomed to a monarchical, dreaded a republican gO* 
vernment; and therefore, without minding the birth of 
their new leader, preferred his authority to that of a foreign 
praetor. Having by this means got together, in a fhort time, 
a numerous and powerful army, he befieged the places which . , . 

were for maintaining the late king’s will, and took the cities 
of Sams and Colophon in Ioniay and Myndos in Caria, '^^tnafier of 
other placb furrendered upon terms; fo that he became, €whek 
without meeting with any confiderable oppofition, msSket kingdom* 
of the whole kingdom ^ 

This news was brought to Rome about the time the people 
were to chufe confuls ; and among the candidates were two 
men of great abilities, but whofe employments Teemed to 
render them incapable of making war in Afta, Thefe were 
Lieinius Craffus high-pontifF, and Lucius Valerius Flaccusy 
fiamen Martialisy or, in other words, high-trieji of Mars. 

Both obtained the confulate, for which they itood, and were 


1)oth very defirous of leading the armies of the republic into 
AJioy no commifiion being more profitable than that of com¬ 
manding in thofe diilant countries ; but, after a iharp con* 
teft, it wa$ determined in the comitia, that Crajfus might, 
thoi^ pontiftx maximusy head the armies of the re})ublic in 

and he was accordingly appointed difpoflefs ^ 

nteus nf the kingdom of Per^muSy and reduce it, agreeablc*^J^f ^ 
to the late king’s will, to a Roman province. Crajfus^ not-*^* •' 
withllanding the Intefiine broils which then reigned at Rmuy 
immediately fet out for AJia ; but as we find no mention 
made by hiilorians of troops, jleets, or provifions. Tent with 
iht confiil, he, without all doubt, took it for granted, that 
the eailern kings and nations in alliance ^ith Rmuy would 
fwniih him wim fufilcient forces on the fpot to drive out the 


itllirper. 


* Liv. 1 . fix.. Vsi.. PATsac. 1 . ii, c, 4, 
F].or. t. iii. Cf 20. 


Strab. 1. adv. p. ' 

Ok 
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. 0|V lu8 arrival in Jfa^, he found, that neither nor 
Bgypt were in a condition to lend him any aifiibnce,. both 
thui'e kingdoms being at that time involved in great troubles. 
Is aMtd conlul therefore had recourfe to the kings of Pontus^ 
bx the Cappadocia^ Biihyniay and Paphlagonia,, who all furntOied 
kings of him with troops ; fo that he advanced at the head of a nu- 
Pontus, mcrous army, or rather of four armies, towards the frontiers 
Cappa- . of the kingdom of Pergamus Arifonicus did not care to 
iocia,C?V. engage the conftd, but retiring as he advanced, fufTeredhim 
to lay waile the country, in hopes of finding an opportunity 
of falling upon him unawares; which foon offered ; for 
Crajfus^ who was a man of an avaricious teihper, having got 
together an immenfe booty, began tc retire from the inland 
parts of the kingdom towards the coaft, in order to fhip it 
off for Italy t but as the feafun was far advanced, and the 
roads almoff impalTable, the army advanced very flowly ; be> 
Tides, the great number of waggons, loaded with the riches 
almoft of the whole kingdom, retarded their march ftill 
more, and frequently occafioned a great conhifion in the 
army ; which Ar 'tftonicus being informed of, lay in wait for 
the conful in a narrow paflage between fteep hills, and there 
fell upon him when he !c^ expc£fed it. Crajfus^ though 
thus furprifed, might have eaflly repulfed the enemy, havjng 
under his command a very numerous and well-difciplined 
Craffus being wholly intent on preferving the fpoils, he 

defeatedy unadvifedly thinned the ranks, to put a ftronger guard on 
tnienpri- them} fo that the allies^ being attacked by Arffonicus^z men 
Joner, with great vigour, and in a clofc body, were intirely routed.' 

In the flight, the conful himfclf was taken prifoner, by a 
body of Thracians^ between Mlea and Myrina \ but, as they 
were carrying him in triumph to the camp of^Arijlonicusy he 
began to confider the reproach it would caft both on himfelf 
and his republic, if a conful, and zpontifex maximus, fhould 
become a Have to fo defpicable an enemy as Ariflmkus; and, 
on that confideration, would have laid violent bands qn him* 
felf, had he not been difarmed j but as He had a rod in his • 
hand to govern the borfe on which he wais mounted, he fliruck 
the foldier, who was nearefl him^ fo violently .with it, 
that he beat out one of hfs C; cs. Hereupon the *thraciqh 'y\o 
a tranfporf of rage, drew hi^Tword, and, without further 
deliberation, rp'n«the. conful through, and killed hjim bn 
f^t. . By this nftans Ari/lonicus was deprived of the plearur|; 
of having a jRcmeto conful, and. a pmtifex maxiimsy ill. his 
power: however, the conful’s head was carried to the 

STKABO,ibid. JusTlii, 1. xxxvii. c. I. Eutrop; L iv. • 
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«hemy*8 camp, suid there prefented to^r^MiV«5,and expofed 
to public view j but his'body was honourably buried at 
rinOi or, as others will have Jt, it St^rita 
When news of this defeat was brought to Rem, the 
tribes promoted two perfons to the confulate^ who were very 
unequal in rank ; viz. C, Claudius PuUhfr, a man of an illu-’ 
ftrious family;. in^M.Perpennay a foldier of fortune. Theperpenna 
latter was Tent into to revenge the death of the confuljy^;,/ 
and put an end to the Pergamian war. He'appeared uneX'Afiafff hh 
petSl^ly in the kingdom of Pergamus^ where he found Ariji^-^room. 
nicus wholly intent on enjoying the fruits of his vidlory. 

Feafts, revels, and entertainments, after the Asiatic faihion, 
took up all his thoughts and time ; but he was fuon roufed 
out of his lethargy by the new conful, who having aflembled, 
with incredible expedition, the troops of the allies, came 
unexpe^edly upon him, and having obliged him to venture an 
engagement, gained a complete victory over him. Arijlo- 
nicus^ after the defeat, fled to Stratenics (P), where he had 
no fooner (hut himfelf up, than the conqueror was before 
the place, which he blocked up on all Tides ; and, by that 
means, without expofmg his men to the dangers ofanaifault, 

» reduced the garifon to fuch (freights, that they delivered both AriAoni* 
the city and their leader into his hands. The phiTo^ophe^cus^^4^• 
.i?/^r (Q^), who had iffifitd.ArsJtoKicus with his counfels^^/ and 

dxuingfakm. 

'* Liv. 1 . lix. ’Vel. Paterc, 1 . ii. Strabo, 1 . xlv. p. 646. 

Val. Max. 1 . Hi. c. H. Fi.or. 1 . ii. c. 20. Just. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. 
j.uL. OBS£q.^de prodig:. Eu i rop. 1 . iv. Oros. 1 . v. c. 10. 


(P) The antient geographers 
mention three cities in Afia hy 
this name.. That which is here 
fpoken of flood inCtfnVr.and was, 
according to Btraho. (25), origi¬ 
nally a Byre-Maetdonian colony. It 
took«its name, as Bte^anusxvi- 
forms us, from Btratomcc^ the 
wife, of Amioebus Soter.. The 
emperor Adrian^ who rebuilt it, 
call^ it from his. own name , 
AManapUii hit in the antient 
(t retained its old naihe. 

( 24) mentimis another 
xify, bearing this name, jin the 
neighbourhtm of mount Taurua 


and Ptoleny a third, which he 
places in Me/optamia, 

■ < (QJ Blofiut was a native of 
and a philofopher of great 
note. He warmly preCed TV* 
berius Grdeebust who l»dagreat 
optnioa of his integrity and un> 
derilanding, not to drop his de> 
llgn of paifing the famous Agnf 
rian law. After the death of 
his friend Gracchus^ he was cited 
to appear before the conful; and 
being asked* why he had engaged 
in.tlw party of the feditious tri¬ 
bune 7 he boldly anfwered, Be- 
caufe he thought it the moll juft. 


(as) Strtdtf /, xiv. (24) Idtm ibid. 


The 
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during the whole cottife of tfae war, exhorted him topvcfef 
a voluntar); death to a Oiameful captivity; and encouraged 
him to it, by difpatchiiig himfelf in his prefence ; but he, 
like tl» other Afiatic princes, not having courage enough to 
lay violent hands upon himfelf, ^even in the moft calamitous 
circumftances, fuffered himfelf to be carried to the conful, 
who kept him in chains to grace his triumph 

In the mean time, new confuls being created at 
viz. C. Bmpromus Tuditams^ and Manius Aquilim ; the latter 
was appointed to fucceed Perpmna in Afia^ and put an end 
to that war, by reducing the kingdom of Pergamus to a- 
Roman province. On his arrival, he fent a proud roeflage 
to Perpenna^ commanding him to deliver up to him Artfio-^ 
mVur, as belonging to his triumph rather than to Perpenna'u 
This order Perpenna refufed to comply with ; and his refufal 
Perpema was very likely to be attended with b&d confequences ; but 
his death, which happened foon after the arrival of Aquiliuti 
decided the queftion. He had quite exhaufted himfelf in 
purfuing Artflonieus, and hurrying from place to place after 
him ; however, betbre bis death, he took care to fliip off 
for Rome all the treafures of the deceafed king ; which was 
a'great difappointment to the conful Aquilim 

Pergamiam^ notwithftanding the-captivity of tljeir 
leader Arijioniem^ and the Agnal vit^ory gained by the brave 
Perperna^ ilill held out againfl; the Romans \ the fear of 
ferving a new mailer, and receiving laws from a foreigo re- 

« Liv.Sttabo, Florus, Just. Oros.Eutrop. Val. Max. 
ibid. ^ Strabo, l.xiv. p. 646. Val. Max. 1 . iii. c. 4. 

Justin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. Eutrop. 1 . iv. Oros. 1 . v. c. 10. 

The conful further inquired, why cxecudon, thinlung his ordering 
he went fa fax as to be his ^ent ? it a fufficiant proof of its bang 
To this queftion the philoitopher necefiary for the public good 
replied. That he did all ^t lay (25). The iiUrq^ty ^ 
in his power to ferve him, be- fas furprized die conful, who 
caufe he deferved to be ferved found means, to-reft^ lum^ from 
and obeyed. Would you then the puniihment which the>,ftmate 
have burnt the capital, faidthc hadlnflidcdon the Other fricftdl 
conful, if he had ordered you of the tribune. Ho 
to do it 1 Spare his memory, re-« went over into whei^he 
plied Slofius, with a furfriiing wim bis coun- 

conftdence; he was* not capable fels; and, afla having done cfl 
of fo black an att^pt; but, if 'themifchiefhecotdd to 
he had nven me fuch an order, mans, aided bis lifo in iho 
1 ihoiild have certainly put it in ncr we haverelaittd. 


public^ 


(25} JP/mIi in Crastb, 
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'Public, keeping the people every-where in afmsv fo that 
JfutSus was obliged to befiege jdmoft ail the cities of the 
kingdom of PtFgatmSf and reduce them one by one. As 
moli of the cities of the kingdom of Pergams had no other 
water but - what was brought from far in aquedudb, the 
copiful, provoked at their obftinate reOlbnce^ loftead of de- 
molifbing their aquecluAs, as was cuftomary in war, poi- 
foned the fprings, and by that means fpread death and defo- 
lation in the places he befieged (R). 

JquUius having at laft reduced the whole kingdom of P«r- 
gamusy the Reman fenate appointed ten commiilioners 
fettle it as a praetorian province, and put Jquitius at the head 
of the commiflion. By them this great ilate was divided into 
ftveral diftriiSls, ca,ch of them depending on the metropolis, 
where the Reman praetor fixed his refidence (S). mm pro- 

As for the unhappy Arijlenicusyht was led in chains heforeivi»ce. 
the triunmhal chariot of AquiliuSy as appears from the letterYear after 
which MtthridaUs the Great wrotelto Arfaees king <A Par- the flood 
thia» The Remansy fays he, in that letter 9 , forging a will, aaiq. 
whereby Attains bequeathed to them his kingdom, led Arifie- Bef. Chr. 
nicuSy the Ton of Eumenesy in triumph, for attempting to > 29. 

, recover, by force of arms, his father’s kingdom ; which 
happen<^ three years after the intire redu^ion of the Perga- 
midn kingdom (T). 

Rome 

* Sallust, hiftoriar. I. iv. 

(R) All the antients declare saonia and Cilicia were given to 
their deceftation of this perfidious the Tons of Ariarathest who was 
and inhuman way of waging war, killed in this war. Phrygia Ma- 
condemning it as a moft noto< yer or the Greater Phrygia, was, 
riotts ini^iionof the law of na- according to Jufiin (27), coa' 
ture; but JS«nr, it feems, was not ferred upon tlithridatei Euer- 
fo much offended at it, fiacc fhie getes by tlK fenate ; according to 
fuSered the cruel who Appidn{t%), fold to that prince 

praBifed tp govern the king> by Aquilius for a confiderable 
dom of Pergamusy in quality of fum of money, which the king 
proconful, ror three whole years paid on the fpot. However that 
ajfter his confuUhip was expired be, it is certain, that, aRer the 
tad). death ui Mithridatety the fenate 

fS) The whole province com- took Phrygia from his fon in his 
M^ended Zvdre, Cariay the Uel- • minority, and declared it a free 
and® the two Phrygias. and independent flate. 
of Aefe countries were be- (T) Velleims*Pateratlus tells us 

fwwsd on the four kings who likewife, that he was led in tri- 
conquer diem. Ly uroph by Mamus Aquitius, and 

*0. (17) yufiiti. /. XXXviii. c. 5. {it) Appion* in 

MttkrUat, p, %-j<j ^ to8. tsf dt bell, civil, p, 36*, 363. ibid. Strnboy 

4 *iil.A 6 a 4 .»A*iv.j>. 646 . ti jj 

afterwards 



JCwnehavifij^ thus reduced the ktegdom of jfttahdtA apro* ^ 
iftnee^ maintained ftom thi^ dmea mtcn-oOcNr^ iimlti 

the A/iaties i and hence that inundation of al^ kinds* 

which Qver-ran the whede itatc« The i^pikMic gaihed indeed 
a coniiderjble increafe of power and rich^ ^ ehfs ne\N^, Cptr 
queil i but file paid dear for it in that urS^udrial'tiepfavpttofT #/ 
manners which it introduced* P* 

tojffiaf. huKA^y in her. turn, Wfeif on 

by teaching the Romms refinement&nxdc^ochery', and proM* 
fuienefs in entertaiiunenta and fa<hiture%CiJ)» 

V J'USTIH. ibid* 1 ‘ 

aTeerwardsbeheaded (zp)* Straio, xumced ih a cfey ehren up to 
tbat^ after the t]iehiph» he' jdealTuiws and ddights of 
was carriM hack to priibft, and The cidaens> daa^^ with the^ 
there i^angtedr by an order from, fplendor of the si^ movn^les 
the fenate (30) s and/ him that were fhewn thein«‘^gl^ ^ 

agree Eutrofias {31) and Orojius be aihained* Of dieir ancient 
(32}. It is thernore furprifing, plicity. They piqued then}- 
that certain modern writers (33)^ ielves on knowing how to Tahie 
in oj^fition tOkthefe glaring au- what their anceftors took pride 
thoiities,{houldtd! us»thatvfr^0' in deipiitng. They rivaled >one 
mettt ^ed before Afmhut\ tri- another in the richnefs of their 
dnfph» which happened three drels, in the furniture of their 
years after the inthre reduction of houfes* and expence * of their 
diekingdom* ^Wes. Thqs when fub- 

(U)^ Ehu^ looks on the con> dired, hadher fkli^vengeonos^ 
^eft of Pergamut^^z^ the origin by bringing our-itor ^nder a 
of the many diiforders which much worfe yoke, that of eiff-* 
afterwards preyailcd its Rome^ psi^^^X*** Thus far PUny (34}, 
** With the wealth of Psrgsimits, whofe teitimony is conhrmm by 
fays he, debauchery^cfTeminacy, Flotus^ValertasMjsxtrttus^Seneea^ 
rqxury, and ftU kinds of yices, Juntevat, and all the other wri-* 
came in crowds to Roms\ and ters, who make any moition of 
overwhelmed th 4 ^ capifc^ of (he gene^ difiblndda; of .sian/^ 
the world, Modeily and inno> ners, whii% atUiiircmNlbe|^C<> 
cence were no ^ngec counter reign, wttb^m.tdbeidm;ht^Rtt^ 

('a 9 J Vet. Pahrr. A ji. f. 4 . (^o) Strtbe. A ^(*4* (^\) 

f‘ Oru. A v. c. 10, CiiJ Catemt fiT itd>/A t,)La4 

sa/uurfii 624* C34> Pttn, A r, c. 7. «r A axailif <r, ti* 
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fht if Thrace.' B. |f. 

Ttians th live, peaceably in Abdtra^ .and othw places of 
Thracef after the/ bad been tlriven Cut of their owm’iounti^ 
by Cyrus the Great ; aod b^c6 Ahii^a is Galled.by Slff'dte k, 
and other writers, a colony of'the %««/ (A). , 

This cUy is now ^Oeraby kbown by thetiain'e Of Pelji^ey 
tbo* Niger calls AJpereJh^ and Nardus AJhrhm, ^4r 
Ab4era, were the ^mous gold and filvcr mines, fpoken of by 
Ptufarch Thucydides ^ Mimams MarcelUnus^ and moft cSf 
the anrient hiftorians and geogra{>hers. The (^ce was calf^ 
Scapiefyle, Stephantis faVs it was a fmall town, and placesit 
‘Over>againft the ifland of ^psafus. Here Thucydides^ as 
idrch informs us wrote the hiftory of the Feiepennefian v^r, 
his wife being a native of ^at place, as we read in Marcel- 
linus On the ftme coaft Of Hhe Mgeean fea, were the cities 
of Dicaa^ Ttftday Ipnofes^ Styma^ Marmea^ and Mnes^ 
The two laft places were conquered by PhiGp the father Of 
PerfeSy and upon the defeat of the latter by the Romansy 
jpromifed by that republic to Eumenes king of Pergamus s 
but afterwards, for political reafons, declared by the fenate 
free and independent o. On the Propontis were the cities Of 
Mdcrontichosy ‘Bifanthe, GanoSy ArxuSy Perinthus, called after¬ 
wards HerdcUay Belymhrioy and Bithynia. On the Thracian •* 
Bofporusy ByXantiumy and the port of Daphne, On the 
Buxine fea, Phinopolis, Phrygia, Philea, Aulaum, ApolUniay 
Ancbialusy and Mefembria, Byzantiumy now known by the 
name of ConftantinopUy was founded, according to Eufebius^^ 
about the XXXth Oi^u^iW, While Tullus reigned at 

Rome (B). Pertnihus 

** STRiiB. 1. xiv. p. \ Plvt. inCim. * Idem, 

de exilio. - » Marcbl. in vitaThucyd. ** Liv. 1. xxxi. 

c. 31. PoivB. 1. V. c. 34. r £u8EB..in chron. 

* ' ' 

(A) The.^<&<&r/te« werelook' great men, .namely,' to Protsr- 
edupon by theantioits as a dall, goras, and. the hunons Demerit 
ftupul.people; but, nevertheleff, tur. Tl^ssadiayu^enal&y, sn 
their. , city gave birth to feme fpeakingof the latter, 

Cujiu prudentia monfirat 
Summotpoje viros, ^ ntagna exempla datsiros, 

VerHieeum in fatria, cra£oquefub aer§ nafei (i). 

(6) ^MtDiedofus^Siculus will bouring country, and from whofe 
have the foundations of this dty name the dty was called 
to have 'been laid in the time of sumtium .(a). This 'By^us, if 
the Argonduts, by One Eujfatlntd is to bd cre«Bt^' 

who then reigned in the nmgh- arrived in fj&ivre . a -little betoo' 

(I) Juvattti. fatir, x. (*) Ditdtr, Sicul, /, r. ( 3 } Ei^etbiSt'Dtuiyf, 

, - - . .' the . 






) l^ded, a^rdingto Sti^mtSf by a com- 

{Httiioii of and afterwards caBed 

ffiracka, com|utfed ft (C). 

^ dty;ina|toined its liber^ againft PbiUp the Ton of 

^fteir ^ .|be other cides df hM iubmitt^ 
tb hii^. >'•••. 

Thb i^buid cities of were, yampborim, theme* 

*^tropdi8 of,the $ Panta/ia^ the capital of Uie l^antbe* 

jirVer | tJfeudama^ the duef city of the j PbiRptoptliSf 
built by Pbiltp ^e father of AUxtmdir^ near the Hebn^ ; 

founded by frajan on the banla of the N^fut ; 
MMolltum^ |bnduig between the and the Htbrus » 

Tpripynmf nlentioned by Ovid t as muat^ on the banka of 
the Htbrus \. AdriavipaHs^ built W Adirusny betw^n the 
Htbrus and mount $ and rminepoUst fo cajl^ from 

the wife of Trajan i that einperor having founded it. 

The mountains of this country, fuch asmay be proper to fountains 
^ke notice of, are Harms^ the higheit of all the mountains 
in Tbraety and parting it from Lmer Myfia to the north; 

Phoebpty ^ the higheft after that of Hamusy and. funous 
among the poets for the fate of Orphtus ; PangauSy feparating 


s Ovid, trift. 1. i. eleg. 9 . 


the Arganautt came into thofe h^d ever fet foot it Afia (6). |t 
feas, a^ fettled there with a CO- underwent many revolutions, 
lony of Megartnfes. Velleius Pa^ haying been fometimes fubjeA 
tereulus fdcribes the glory of to the Perjumsy fometimes to the 
founding this great metropolis to Lacedammianty and fometimes to 
the Miiejians (4), and Amm- the Athenians. Tt is not without 
anvis MarceiKnus to the inhabit- re^fon that the fituadon of 
ants o£ Attica (5). Some an- was looked upon hy the 

tient medals of Byzantium, which andents as the moft pleafan^ and 
have reached our^dines, .bear, the alfo ' the moft conveni^' 
.name and l|ead oi Byfas, widt trade* of any inthe.woiUi bht 
theprow ofa.fhiirondie reve^, we ftall have occafion hereaftm 
probably nf tbsi. Ihip which fo .fdcak of it more at length, 
brought him into Jbrace. ^ufiin (C) Ammanus MartelHnsu tells 
wm^gready .mifhdten as to t^e us; that it was bvdrcby Herculet f 
oiiga and fimi^w.of this ci^, butilfera/iffvr pf Heraclea will 
whm he wrote, iSs/x Paufmiat 'have it to be a ciolony qf Sa^ 
^gof b^it; iince mans. Bupbimt fays it was 

|c is.cet|id9,-j^^^^ In hie XLlVth 01 ^- 

baft whic^ Was 'many years 
.of A ^ die*time of HmuUt. 




^be H09ry of Thxxt, , ^ . JS. 

Thraci from Maeedon ; and Ofbtbti^ .tkot hx froim the rivfif 
Nejlus, tiamm and lUtodope are two lonf .chaina of 
tain, running almoft in a parallel line from the confines $f 
Mttctdan to the Buxine fea. Pen^mius Mela tells - usj^ . that* 
from one of the fummlts of mount Hardus^ one may difcovfr 
the Buxine on one fidd, and the Adriatk on the other ' $ 
but herein he was certainly miftaken. The rivers of note 
are, the Hebrus, wlfich fprings from mount Htems, and, 
watering the tertitodesofPkili^tpelisy Adriampolisy Phtina-^ 
folisy and Trajanopolhy difcharges itfelf by two mouths into 
^tMgaanicAy over-againft the illarid .of Samothrace i the 
Strymuy which rifes on mount PangauSy oi^pthe borders of 
Macedeuy and fills into the fame fea between and 

Oefymai iA»Ne£us or NeJluSy fpringing from mo\xnt Rhodopey 
and difemboguing itfelf mto the fea over>againft the ifland of 
Thafus y ^z Melasy the AraxiSy ihaPenyfus } the firft empty¬ 
ing itfelf into the Mgaauy the fecond into the Propaniisy and 
the third into the Buxine fea *. 

7’/^«Thra> The Thracian Cberfonefut is a peninfula, inclofed on the 
cianCher-foiith by the Mgdean iea, on the weft by the gulf of Mekuy 
fonefus. and on the eaft by the Hellefponty being joined on the north , 
to the continent by a neck of land about thirty-feven furlongs 
broad. contained the following cities, Cardiay A^Uy 
Pamrmusy AlopeconnefuSy ElauSy S^usy Madytofy CiJJay 
Callipolisy Lypmachia, and Pa&ye, Cardia was lituated on 
the gulf of Melasy at the entrance into the peninfula, and. 
fo called, according to Pliny *, from its being built in the 
form of an heart. Agoray Panormusy and AlopeconnefuSy ftood 
on the fame gulf \ the latter was fo called, from the great 
number of foxes which infefted its territory. Ptiny ", milled 
by the nime, which fignifies in the original Greeky the ijland 
af foxeSy took it to be an ifland ; but all the other geogra- 
phdfs fpeak of it as Handing on the Cberfonejits. Blaus 
ftood on thecoaft of the Hellejpont overragainft cape Maftufiay 
now Capo Graeo^ Callipolisy now Gallipoliy is placed ■ by 
Strabo and Pliny on the Coaft of the Prkpontisy, near the 
' northern mouth of the Hellefpsnt* ' It giyes its.mme jtO the 
famous ftreights wbich-divide Europe fscm^AJut* Of S^os 
and Lyjimaehia 'trt have fpoken in ^e hiftoriesof Perfia and 
Syria, As fo; the other cities of the Chffrfonefasy they con¬ 
tain nothing worthy notice. ■- 

The inl?ind parte Of Thrace are veiy coW and barren, the 
fnow lying on the mountains the greati^fipart of the year; 

' Pomp. Mela. l.)d. c’• Vide Pomip. ibid. 

Pun. 1. iv. c. ii. StAab, 1, vii, p. aao. 1. iv. 

c. II. " Pun. 1. iv. c. la. 




Q, VIL the Hiftety tf Thrace: f ^ 

but the iwaf irime provinces are produdive of all forts of grain, 
and necd&Hes for life; and withal fo pleahuit, that Mth 
coiipares them to the moil fruitful and agreeable counties 
•f^». 

Thb antient fbr^aaus were deemed a brave and warlike 
nation 5 but of a cruel and favage tempw i being, generally re/igm 
f p^airitig j quite llrangers to all humanity and g(^>nature. Sfc. 

In point of religion* they (carce differed from the 
mitmt their neighbours, adoring Jupitir^ Herttdes^ Diana^ 
Bacchus^ and more efpecially Mars^ and Hermes at Mercury^ 
by whoHs name alone their kings ufed to fwear, pretending 
to he defended from him *. Heradetus gives us the follow¬ 
ing account of their cufioms and manners: When a child is 
born, his relations, fitting round him in a circle, deplore his 
condition, on account of the evils he muft fiifier in the courfe 
of his Hfe, enumerating the various calamities incident to 
mankind; but, when any one dies, they inter him with great 
rejoicing, repeating the miferies he has exchanged for a com¬ 
plete happinefs. Am(^ the Qrejienlansy who inhabit the 
mountainous parts of l%race^' each man has many wives 5 
who, at his death, contend warmly, being fupported by 
their fevdiial friends, who (hail be accounted to have been 
the mofi; dear to the husband. In the end, ihe who is ad¬ 
judged to have merited that honour, after having received 
great commendations, both from the men and women, is 
killed upon the grave by the neareft of her relations, and 
buried in the lame tomb with her husband ; which is a great 
mortification to the reft, they heii^ ever after looked upon 
by all with the utmoft contempt y. The Thracians in general, 
as our hiftorian teUs us, fell their children, and take no care 
of their daughters, fuftering them to live with whom, and 
in what manner ^ey pleafe; neverthelefi they keep a firid: 
guard over their wives, and purchafe them of their relations 
at a very great rate. To be marked on the farehead,.is 
bonoaraUe ; aad a man, without fiicb marks, b account^i 
ignoble. Idlenefs is elteemed an appendage of greatneft : 
husbandry *is looked upon as unbecoming $ and to fubfift by 
wix and rapine, highly glorious. The funerals of eminent 
perfons among them are celebrated bi the following manner: 
they (^xpofe the dead body io public view for three dajrs; 

^ring which time they perform their* lamentations, and 
facrifice to the infernal gods various forts of animab. When 

^ the lacrifices are over, they either burn the body, or bury it 

I 4 

4 

^ ’ * Tqmjp. Mila, ibid* 

7 Idem ibid. 
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in the ground \ mdi hevfhg thrown op a mound xjS earth* 
on the grave» ^hjr apjdy tfabmfelTes to iibiftihg, andedebiitcu’ 
all manner of combats and f^rts round tbetpl^ 

Cvoertt- Thrace was andently divided into numb^lefs IdftgdOiiA^ 
mcnt oful cmite independent of each oUier. Hmie^ tella us, that if 
inhehit^ uie Thracians had been either under the government of one 
ants, prince, or unanimous in their counfds, they would have 
been the moft powerful nation in the world : hut that they 
were no-way formidable^ being divided, as it were, into 
many difierent natiohs, and eVer at variance among them- 
. {elves *. Thefe different nations were the Ds/imi, Denfekt»t 
Bi/loneSi Odatnamcs^ Ciconts^ Edmi^ Brjgt, Thyni^ 
Pter^is^ Odryjk^ Antmom^ Crahysd^ Mcedi^ Sapaiy and 
Doloncf. CcUtiC* The Dcbnci were fo called from Dchacus^ one 
of their kings; who, according to Enfiatim^ hrff intro-^. 
duced polygamy among them At the time of Darim*% 
expedition into Greece^ they were poiTeiTed of the Thracian 
Cberfsncfos^ and governed by princes of th6 famHy of 
iiadts^ who acquired die fovereignty in the manner we have 
related elfewhere 

Denfe- 'i'HS t)infeletm tire mentioned by Tudy Plit^ *, Strahe 
lets. who Calls them DentbeHta^ and Livy & All we know of 
them b, that they had at firft a king of thdr own ; that they 
were afterwards reduced by the Macedemans that they affift- 
ed the Romans againft PhiHp and Per/es kin^ of Maeodon^ 
and continued faithful to Rome^ till tieing provoked by the 
oj^reffions and eraeities of Pi/v, they took up arms againft 
him, and committed great devailations in the neighbouring 
Countries fulyetS; to tm RaUmns In die reign of AugufiuSi 
they were ftill governed by their oWn princes; for we find 
one Sites ^ mentioned by Jhon GaJJius as reigning over 
them, and making war upon the Bafiamay whom he in- 
tirely defeated with thdtroo^ fent to his aifiihmcd by CraJ/ks^ 
at that time praetor ofiMaccdon, 

BeiTi. Thm inhabited mount Hmmus^ living there in huti, 
and maintaihing theflUfblves by plundering their’neighbours. 
They Were by far the moft favage and infa^san of aU the 
Thracians f aa appears ffbm St. Jerm^j Patdimu of 

« • 

■ Hbsodot. 1 . V. c. 4, A lei, • PtuMtor. h v. fiib init. 

Eustath. In Di 6 nyi. « See volfi. 574, 375, hi 

the notes. ^ Cic, orat. in Pifon. * PtiU.ll iv. c. 11. 

* Stvax. 1 . vii. ’< liv. l.ix. decad. 4. ^ Cic.lbid. 

* Dio Cass. Ub. U. ^ Hibrok. in epitaphi Nepotiani. ^ Paoli 

Nolan, carm. 17. adNieet. vcr. aoo. i 


Entfo- 



Ci Vn. ^ ^ Tbrioih 

JSmi^us eii4 Ovid % who miike j^rtiQuI^r i^^n^on of 
tboic cnielm Th^ chief city Ufcudama, U oow.hoowo by 
ncme of sHnamfU. They iivca under their owflhih^*^ the ' 
neighbouring pHocdl^ not jinking it worth their while to 
ditob themi tUlriw oonfulate of M, ISciatHs luaiiiHSt find 
C iU^vs f^rus t when the confui Lueuliui invaded their 
country; and| having gained a. iignal yidlory over theznii 
took their metropolis, and fubje^^ thp whole nation to the 
Rman laws o. The JRannHs^ notwithftanding they ha4 
reduced them by force of arms, ftill fufiered them to live 
under their own kings i for Pij9, while he governed Maad^v 
in quality of'proconful, having treacheroully feined 
eiHtuSf whom Suetonius calls prince of the Befit caufed him 
to be publicly beheaded } wUch alFrent fo exafperated the 
whole nation, that they (hook off the Roman yoke } hut 
were overthrown in a great battle by Octavius toe father of 
Augujlus P. During the civil wars of iZsmr, they {Attempted 
anew to recover their liberty } but were again conquered by 
the famous M. Brutus junior <1. In the reign of Auguftus^ 
one Vologafest a native of the country, and prieft of BafcbuSf 
having, under pretence of rel^ion, drawn to^himfelf gre'at 
crouds of people, made himfelt mafterof the whole country; 
and, entering the Cherfmejusy committed there moft dreadhil 
ravages ; but was at laft overcome by L4 Pifoy who obliged 
the (avage inhabitants to lay down their arms, and fubmit to 
(tich conditions as he was pleafed to impofe upon them. From 
this time the Beffi continued fubje^ to the Romansy without 
making any further attempts towards the recovery of tbetr 
antient liberty 

The Bytones inhabited that part of Thrate which lies be- Biftoncs. 
tween Rhodope to the north, the river Hehrm to the caft, the 
'Nejfus to' the weft, and the Mgtoan fea^so the foutli. Their 
metropolis Tinda is famous among tbQ,^M3>on account of the 
fabulous horijcs of Diomedes ktng;;)|aj|KM^ Country. The 
MAones underwent the fame fate4||p||^ ojher people, of 
ihraeey having been firft fubdued by.the Maeedottiansy and 
afterwards by uie Romans, j . 

Thb OdMmntrr bordered on Afirrrdsir, being part^ from Odoman- 
mat country by the river Stryman. Pliny confounds them tes. 
with the Odryfa ■ j but flmydides Tpeaks of them as a di- 
ftinfit people ^ Suidasy upon the authority of Airijlophanesy 

" EuTaov.l. vi. c. 8 . ■ Ovid, trrft. 1. iv. eleg. i. 

*£uTaoD. ibid. Oads. 1. vt. c. HHl.mifceUl.vi. Flor.Iu 
i^pit. i. xevH. 0 Suvr. in O^v. ^ Dio Cass. 1. rivii. 

.* Dio Cass. lib. liv. Flob. 1. hr. c. 1 1. * Flim.1. iv. c. 11 . 

* Thvcyd.Uu. 

£ 4 tells 
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S^&ry 9f Thitol* 

'tdlstis, ui%dclrcumdlion. *In d)e UtAB ot\hk*Fi>^ 

‘UpermejSan wair tnev were governed by Pallesi the 
tne OaoTMntes we i^d n^endoned in hiftory $ who/in 
iided with the Athenians.^ as we read in Tlmcydides * ’’ 

The Ciconet inhabited the country tying between the J^hrut- 
and the Melas^ and are mentioned by Hhrher Virgil 
Ooid and Pliny *. The dty of /Sfftr, himous on account 
of the tomb of Pslyderus^ was their capitd. Hamer fp«ks of 
three of their kings, to wit, Pireus^ Imbrafvs^ and RHgmus* 
Piroust if that poet is to be credited," efpoufed the caufe of the 
Trojtinsy and was killed ^ Hhoas the Mtolian *. Rhigmus^ his 
fon and fucceflbr, was kiUed in the iame war by Achilles 

The Edotti^ or Edones,^SeSSed hat country which lay be-* 
tween the Strynun and the ^unous city of Philippi \ arid are 
mentioned by Herodotus S Thucyd&des Pliny*, &c. Thatnyris^ 
the celebratra mufician, was a native of this country. He is 
faid to have been the difciple of Linus, as^ contemporary wi^ 
Hercules and Orpheus* He was fo eniment for his 'skill in 
mufic, that he had the'ConHdence to challenge the mufes them- 
felves, hy whom he was overcome, and deprived both of his 
art and fights The Edam were governed by kings, like the 
other Thracian nations. The following princes are mentioned 
by the antients $ Dryas I. Lycurgus, Dryas II. and Piu 
tacus* Dryas is mentioned by ApoUedorm g and Ovid *•; hy^ 
curgus by VirgiD, Apollodarus \ Hyginus and Diodorus Si’* 
eulus n* j who tells us, that he made war with Bacchus. Dryas 
II. was killed, according to Jpolhdorus and Hyginus ", by his 
father lycurgus. Pittacus lived in the time of the Peloponnejtafs 
war, and was murdered, as Thucydides informs us **, by the 
children of Coaxes, another petty prince of Thrace. 

All we know of the Brygi is, that they were fubdued by 
Mardofttus, and ferved under Xerxes,wh.en he invaded Greece K 
Of the Thyni we Ihg^have occafion to Qieak in the hiftory 
of the Bithyttians, hrft inhabited part of Macedon, 

whcrethey conlbcnHw|he mpfes, from them called Pierides, 
the countries of IHism^thetrus, and Pimplia, as they did atfo 

« Tnucvn. l.v. w HoMsa. Iliad. 0'. * Viao. georg,ir 

IJv. V' Ovto. metam. X. « Plin. l.iv. " Hombr, 

Iliad, ^ Idem,Iliad. u\ « Herodot. 1 . v. c. i i, ^ 

IZ4, &!. rii. c. no. 114. Scl.pc. c. 74. < Thucvd. I. v. 

* Pun. 1 . iv. c. 11. ^ Vide HpMsa. Iliad./I. Plato, 

dialog viii. de legiV DtonoR. Sicul. 1. iii. c. oft.' Pausan, in 
AtUcis, & Natal. Com. I. vi. c. 14. s Apollodor. 1 . iii. 

^ Oy\D. in Ibin. * ViRO. .^eid. iit. ^ Apollodor. 
ibid. ' Hvoin. fab. 15a. *» DiObOR. SfiCtiL. 1 . ui. c. 5. 

* Apolloiior. Se Hroiu. ibid. ‘ • Thucyd. l.'iv, P Hbrooot, 
|. vi. c. 45, 


* Htliion 





-- •» • w w w ^ ^ — 

in ^<»i(/tf^ha.viogibitfQmeeobnkg|,iiito^fccou^ 

b 7 the XtnwAimy th^ (et^‘'‘ 
i{ivlbrtxioufitih|«^^ scat tfaebaDka of the Sttynm^ Thofe 
iv^ had fettled,m^j9«^i0« were likewiie driVvO wm thence % 
and ^ tids occblbn it \tjs th^t thejr fetded in h%diy and 
OMifecrated mount Pamaffus to the mufes t. The Idng^ of 
die Pierts^ mentioned by die antienta* ere, Atfas^ Thfir^Si and 
Oeager, Z/eio and fo much celebrated bythepoeta». 

were the Tons of the latter 



The Odryfa pofleded great part of that country which Uesodiyfia. 
between the mountains of Hamus and Rho^ofSi and were by 
^r the moil powerful people of allTbr^re. When thisrku^- 
dom began is uncertain : Ovid * will have Eumolpusy who 
waged war with Erechtbtus kine of Atbtns^ to have be^ the 
founder of the kingdom of the Odryfa^ However that be, it 
is certain, that the Odryfa made no hguxe till the reign of 
Tirrrr, who was contemporai^ with Permcat II* hing of Ma^ Kings of 
eedon. He was the ^ cfSitakes^ the hrft king the Odryfa the Odiy* 

whom we find mentioned in hiflory. Shakes attended Xerxes^. 
in his expedition into Greece^ and loft his life in that war, as Sitalces. 
we read m Mfhybts K He was Aioceeded by Teres the firft. Teres, 
according to Thucydides », who raifed the kingdom of the 
^ve the other pi^ ftates of ; whence he Is 
CaUra by that writer the firft king of the Odi^fa* He reduced 

t reat part of Ihrace^ and made hunfelf formi&ble to the; neigh* 
ouring princes; but was at laft overthrown in a great t»rae 
by 7^«f. He died in the ninety>f^nd year of his age,* 
having fpent moft part of his life in w^ng war with the other 
kings of Thrace ; for Plutarch tdls us, that he ufed to fey, 
there was no difference between a pacific king and a groom 
Hts was fucceeded by his Ton Shakes, who enterm into an 
alliance with the Athenians againft the Eacedamanians, and even 
ddivered up to the former the embafiadors who had been fent 
to his court ftom Sparta, in order to peffuade him to abandpn 
Jus allies. He received into his kingdom, and entertained with 
great magnificence, Scylis king of the S^thians, who had been 
driven out of hb kingdom, for attempting to introduce among 
Ids fubjoSb ^e cuftoms of die Gireeis $ but O&amafus, the ba- 
nifhed king’s brother, who had been raifed to the throne^ 
thr^tening to invade Threue with a numerous army, unlefe 
Shakes deitvered up the fugitive prince into his hands, he chofe 
rather to betray hb gueft, Sian engage in fe (f|mgerous a war. 


Thucyd. 1* U. ^SitAao, 1. ix, ' Vide Dionea. Sicvl. 
1. iii. c. e. Euibb. de praepar. evang. I. x. c. a. * Qvip. 
1. ii. de Ponto, deg. a. * /Escuyii. Perfis. ** Thvcyd. 1. ii. 
V Thvcyd. 1.1, AEHOVH,«V«ep.l.YU, > Fi.VTtii)a|>opbt 

a Thb 
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This prince afterwards-ma^ war upon dw 4^^ 

doMant^ and Cha^tdtniam in wiuch he » ^9 hy Thitci^^f 
to have had one hundred ttid fif^ thoa^d iri^ uhd^ nia 
command t. In all’ theie expedittotis he VnuT attended Wim 
good fticcefs, which ftmckfin^ terror into the other princes of 
duit moft of them yoiuntarity fubihitted to him j info^ 
much that, at bis deaths he was poilefted of all thofe provinces' 
which extend from the d^. jhdtra on thcMg^an fee, 
the mouth of the which difchai^ ftfelf into the Euxini 
fea*. Sitahs dying without chddren, left the kingdom to 
$cuthe 8 . Stuthes, the U>n of hts briber Spardocus^ who, having married 
Stratmce the daughter of Perdiccas II. king' of Maudm'i 
entered into an alliance with'that prince, and, being ailifted by 
him, madle feveral new aiK^uifttions, extending the coniines ibf 
Amado- his dominions even b^hd mount Hmnui *. Amadoms and 
cus. Mefiidts^ the fims of Stutiuit fucceeded each other in the kiiig<i 
Mefades. dom } but performed nothing worth mentioning. Scutfjes u.' 
ScnthesII. who fuccee^ his ftidier M^dtiy fubdued ’the Thyni ; ioindl 
the Lacedam»Ptia»t agauift-the Perjians j obtained a conmera* 
h(e vidory over the Mhei&wiy who had made a defcent on the 
coafts of Thraay &c. But as he was obliged to lay heavy 
taxes on' bis ftdbjeds, to defray the expences of the mmy wars 
he was engaged in, die duef lords of his ikingdom, entering 
into a corapiracy againft him, drove him from the throne ; 
however, he wfls id^erwards^eftored by IphieraUSy and left the 
Cotjs. Idngdom to Cotys the ibn of Amad§cus ' Cstyt was a nmdl 
volupmous' prince ; but, atthefame time, a man of courage 
and refoluricHi. He mamtaii^ durino the whole time of his 
rdgn, a war with the Athmlam ; and was at laft aJTaflinated 
by iyi&se and Heraclid^ny natives of Mms ; who, after 
the murder, flying were kindly received 1 ^ :^e 

Jkkeniansy made ftee of Mr oity, and printed widi crowm' 
of gdld, for having tbus Ae^hrered Mn from fp trOubleibiiw 
Cherfo- an enemy ^ Upon his death, his took 

bleptes. feffion of the kit^dewi, which the oblige himillh' 

divide , with his two-brothers Btrijddet ioid Atnadams, ‘vThe 
Cher^entfusha^^ up to the Athentansy choolhig rather to part' 
with that pemnTulai Mb enga« in a ww sg^Sf^ iopoweriid 
Ml enemy. Howevor^ he could no| avoid Mfhing to a ruptiire 
'with Phitip the fether AUxaiA ^; by whom he was 'ovCN 
come, and ftripped of gi^t part hk doi&irfloos He.died 

y Thvcyd. I. if, " • • Idem ibid.' HsaeboT. 1. iv. c. 80 , 

A-vii.c. 197. Biodor. SiGVL.' 1. aii. ■ fliTuecYo. ftiid. & 

I. iv. • XsnopH.tlBd., > • Biuoivxxv. eontraAriftocnuc. 
Awan. I. xH. c. 14 . ^^.Bimosthsk; ifaidr -Polyan. 1. vii 
Isocaar.-orat. de pace. • . . ' 

after 
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atdltt $ fdgii of ^evw yeait, leiving ilie kingdom to hid loit 
Sa^f, vrbo ih ht^jtgs at the coutt of Phiiip king Scathes 

of Miufdon^wbiO fent hitti home to take poueflion m. 

otihe Ihfone} hI’Was ica^e well leatni In it, when he 
fefli typon idle Mftiduriiiis who'inhsibited the ctiuHtried which 
had been taken l^om h» ]ilther$ chOve them quite out, and re* 
covered ali the provinces which had formerly beloneed to the 
kfegdom of the Odrgft, Tlieie he held umter J&xdnder the 
Grwati whom he affifoed aeainft the Pitfiam t but, upon that 
prince’s deatiii, he marched againft Lyfiiiuuha at die head of 
twenty thouiand foot, and eight thou^d horie; protefting, 
tint he would notfubmdt to die divilum which the captains of 
JUxander had made. He engaged Lyfimachm twice : in die 
foil battle^ no coniiderabie ^vantage was gained on either 
hde; but, in the iecond, Scathes was mdrely routed, and hid 
army cut ih pieces *. He died foon after this ovetdiroW, and 
was fucceeded by his brother Ariopharnes^ Who having, on his Ariopbar* 
accedion m the duone^ efpoufod the caulb of Eumelus againftnes. 
Satyras king of Befporust vras by the latter overthrown, with 
the lots almoft of his v^ole army ^ s which fo grieved him, 
that he died foon ^dfaer. 

Next to him mgned Scathes IV. udio, as We read in Zitjy, Scathes 
' was attacked in the foart of his dominions by PixHp the father IV. 
of Serfesy and by that prince reduced to great ftreignts, having 
loft FhiHppepeUs^ and Ibveral other ftrong-holds S. Scathes was 
fucceeded by Ce^ II. who joined Perfes aj^inft t le Remans^ Cotys II. 
adtfting him with a body of a thoufana choiM horfe ; but Ea^ 
menes king of Pergamus havl^ ftirred up aestnft him a neigh¬ 
bouring prince named Aileshisy and fent a body of troops into 
his dominions, under the connnand tA Cerrahusy one of his ge* 
nerals, Cetys was obliged to lea^ Perfesy and haften to the 
defence of his own kingdooi. As he hi^ever been foithftd to 
P&^feSi and almcdl the only ally on ivhoin he coaid depend, the 
king of Maceden foUowed him in perfon, put the Pergemtans 
and li^aciansy who inlefted bis temtorius, to ftight, retook the 
dries he had loft, aadreftored tranquillity to ^dominions. 

Pei^feSfi cm Ms parting wMi Cetys to return to Masedmy d^ri- 
bu^ed two hundred talents among the iftradansy who bed 
ferved under Mla^the laft campaign } but as tlfo was onW fix 
months pay, whereas he had proniifed a whole year’s," C^tysy 
foking it amifs that his men (hould be thus defrauded of what 
wasfoetr due, refufol ^ afSft him the enfuing year; uid no 
fooner heard he was defeated and taken by flie Rmansy than 

* .4£scBYN.>de folf.legat Dioooa. Stevh. hxvlii. Curt. 

If m. 4 ^ Dioooa. Sxcvi.. 1 . xx* « f Liv. decad< 5 > h u. & 

decad. 4. 1. ix. 


he 



6o tf Thnw. 11^ 

he lent embaflladors to IBbtmi to conmtulatf the fenateQi} the 
iucceu of their am^y and excufe hialotniog Ptrfn* TIm» 
bafladors were received very kindly hy the Imat^ anct the 
Thracian hollages that had been takezi^ togedier widi 
reftored to them widiout ranlbm K Otfs was fucoeeoed 
Diegylis. DiegySs, who having led a body of Tiiwf/Viffr to the affiftance 
of Pruftasy his fon-in’laW) was defeated and taken prifoner by 
Sothy> Attalui * j and this is all* we know Of him. SvthytmSy the fOn 
BMu. of DiegyUsy reigned at the time of the (bdal war, or w^ 
between Rome and her Italian allies. Thefe domeftic dhrHions 
he improved to his advai^ge, invading Greecey and laying wafle 
Maceden ; whence he mumed with an immenfe booty ; but 
was at laft overcome, anil obliged to abandon the countries he 
had poileiTed himfelf o^by C, Sentiusy prsetor of Maeedon K 
Cotyilll.Cetys III. the ion of Seff^usy fucceeding his &ther, entered 
into an alliance with Rmoy and prevailed upon Pifo*y proconful 
of MoLtdony by a prefent of thrrc hundred talents, to put to 
death Rabocentus kin^g of the Bejjliy and beftow part of his do* 
minions on him* In the civil war of Romoy he fent five hun¬ 
dred horfe to the aififtance of Penney Cicero and C 4 ffar call 
Salales. him Coitus ; but Lucan Cotis^, His fon Safalesy after his death, 
followed the fame party, and had great lhare in the fignal victory 
which was gained over L, Cactus Longinus* He difiinguiihed 
himfelf in the battle of Pharja&a ; but, neverthdefs, was par¬ 
doned by Ce^ar* He died not long before the battle of Phi^ 
Uppiy and left his kingdom, as he had no children, to the people 
of Rome •, but M* Brutes 4ized it after Ca/aPs death (D). 

Though he had bequeathed his dominions to the Romansy 
CotysIV.yet M* Brutus beftow^ thein on his brother Cstyr 5 who. 
Rhyme- dying^foon after, left them to his fon Rhpnetalcesy who being, 
taiw. at hb father’s death, under-age, was caraully educated, toge¬ 
ther with his brother Rhafdporisy by Rhymetakes their uncle by 
the mother. Both brothers fefved under liberius Ih the Peoh- 


I 


Lxv.^decad. 5. 1. ii. 5c v. Zona a. tom. ii. Evraov.i.iv. 
Oaos. 1. iv. c. 20. Hift. mifeell. 1. iv. < Stra^bo, 1. xiti. p. sya. 
Val. Max. 1. ix. c, 2. ^ Oros. 1. v. g. 1 i 8: Hift. mimll. 

1. V. * Cic. in'Fiftw. * Cms. de bell, civit 1. S. LueAtr. 1. v. 
» Cic. C«s. Lucan, ibid. * J>jo, 1. Cms. I. iii. 

debelh civil. Lucan.' l.v, • ' v 

* I ^ 

(D) P/utarcbtdiU us, t^he writer him iWa/xu, as does 
was ftill alive at*the time m the aMb Gfehy r but we have foUow- 
batde of Aaium» wnd ftrved in ' edt ^udto. ghrm him ^e 
that war under (7). That nmiof Sa/a/et, 
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nj^yair. anil lia4 11)^ ^ vidoriea ht gained over 

barbarians^ ]U y . * 

VfOH the d^mi^Siymttahft 4ugufiui divided hb king- 
ciom between Wtajaf^is hb brother, and Cetys hb fi>n. ui Rhafdpo- 
Uus partition, the aties and countries bordering up<ni 6ns Md 
fell txtCot^h and the mountainous and twiren provinces to Cotys 
Rhafdpms ; who thereupon, invadbg hb nephew’s domi¬ 
nions, feized the moft feuitflil parts of them for hunfelf. Cotys^ 
thus provoked, railed a powerful army $ but while the two 
princes were ready to take the field, fiheriuSf who had fuc- 
ci^ed 4uguJ{us in the empire, difpatt^ed mefiengers to them* 
ordering them to lay down their arms, and r^er thededfion of 
their diflerences to the arbitration of ^e Roman people. Cotys 
forthwith difmiiled hb army} and, at the requeft of Khafctports^ 
came to an interview with him ; where he was treatheroufly 
feized, and loaded with chains, Rhafdporis pretending that he 
had formed a defign of feizing him. When news of thefe pro¬ 
ceeding were brought to jRsms, Tiberius difpatched mefiengers 
to Rhafciperis, injoming him to fend Cetys to Rome, and to 
appear himfelf in perfon before the fenate, to give an account 
of the whole matter; fince neither he, nor the fenate, could pro¬ 
nounce fentence without hearing the caufe. Hereupon 
fc^oris caufed Cotys to be murdered; giving out, that he had 
laid violent hands on himfelf. Thb feigned to bdieve; 

. but, however, infifted upon the king’s coming to Rome % which 
he rcfufing to do, Tiberius preferred m the government of 
Mofjia, which bordered on the country of the Odryfa, Pom^ 
pmtus Fkccus, an intimate friend pf the king’s, who having 
treacheroufly drawn him into the Roman territories, caufed him 
to be feized, and fent to Rome, where he was accufed by the 
wife of Cotys ; and, being convi£fced of thp crimes laid to hb 
char^, condemned to exue, and fent to Alexandria* He was 
foon ater put to death by an order from Tiberius, for attempt- 
ingto fiy from riie place of hb baniibment \ Thb prince b 
cafied, by Dio Caffius, RbafdpoRs •, by Tacitus, Rhejcuporh ; 
by VeUfius, RJhafMolh* • , 

Upon the banimment Rhafdporis, the kingdom was di¬ 
vided between RhemetaLes his fon. Who had oppofed ail hb Rheme- 
fether’s meafures, and the fons of Cotys, As thefe were minors, taice>. 
TreheUienus Rufus was appoiii|jied thrir guardbn, and charged 
with the adminifirarioo* The fons of C^s having, hv 
means or otlier, difohliged the emjperor CaHluk* were by him 
driven out of their kingdpm which was confer^ upon Rhe- 

¥' 

• Taoitvs, annal. 1. ii. Suit, in Tiber. Dio, 1. xUv. 

Vaim. Patircvl. 1. ultim. 
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mHaUft i by this tiM 3 ii 6 » bvcaii^ 
the cxMntries that haderer belonj^ t< 
thjs time we find no niMtiQR mara 
of F«fp0^ni virho, as m mad in 
coiimry to a iZswse province. . ^ 

Aato- TffB £» called, hecatidt every manamoMthe^ 

Bomi. was a iaw to hiinfW* infod^ted the moft rocky ana 

pt4Cf8 of 7 <&retfc, hdng fepaiated {r<m Me^ hy^ mount fCif- 
mer r. Hindus cans them fometimes Jmmmtf an 4 
times <. They Ware, according to that writer, the tnoft 
ga lant and warlike {il^de of all Th'on* They wei^ ,not 
^raid even to engage A^andtr ; and, ^ jd^t ocqafion, op* 
Iwved with e;i$raordinknr vdour; but^ir aitny was cut in 
pieces, -dieir baggage tal^, and their tyiyes ^ cddldren made 
prisoners. Aftw th& ov«ihrow th^ fhbmittoi to^ the ccm- 
queror; who, to prevent them from revolting in his abi^ce, 
took dong with him into dl the diief men of their nation '• 

They ferved under P/sySrx agakifr die Komau j but, how¬ 
ever, were allowed to live accbrding to their own laws till the 
itj^n who made their country part of thepro« 

Crobyzi. vincc of l^ace, ThciOr'd^* poflefTed that part of Thrace 
^ ‘ whicdilay hdWtientoCHmti^esmr and the jEvjwnr fea. 

are mentioned by Hir^datm " and Alhtnaus ; -the laft wilder 
telling us, that mey had kuigs of their own $ and, amongft 
others, one If^tthus^ who Vas one of the moft weddiy an| 
comely princes of lua ^ 

Mcedi. The Matdi inhabited toat part of Throe* wluch bordered 
upon Mocedany and are mentioned by moft of andmts; 
namely, hy Thteydtdie*^ Phdlnro&r, Fegitius •, Pliny*,Livy 
Stebh^, &c. who dl tdl us, that they were a brav^e and 
gdWt nation,^ (hfOgcte <0 dl manner of effeminacy, 'and 
imu^ to,the Thctf warlike temper «v® 

<^on to poets to ao'Pi^etitts obfmves s diat Mors, me 
fipd ofiWM, was hdm k «their country. Ilowever, they 

ty ^s^os J hav^^ihafWi!^ 

me yoke while he wm employed againft dd 


fon Jhxandeti 


wete mMw frtbduedr, 

fel£ 0 f _ . ^ , 

him /Uiffoodnf^tU Aotwimftani 

fuftdhed on 1S|]? 


f ^DioCask 5^ 

* ATBBE.h due. ly. 

PaiiL ■ VacET, 1. i. 
decad. 3 . 1 . vi. « Vaosi^. fed. 
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Ihiil. * 0 PiilufaacH. in Alexand* 
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p|fflll|)L ji^ BiMi as fir tB 

’^ttdvrapiSRB[B0&*whm mam) aftd 

‘^WifAney ^(VfmSjBSjSiP^ ^ Muwmtmsy tiH ^t Jdng- 
heo^ • wfaen,tfae^hfi, after 

d Icing war, intii^^facmed by die Utmafu^ in tfaR4yinfiifaie of 
Oh O&mnui. C Striimuu They iu4 We yean befiare 


To thh ficrih^us connivanoe of die Samm gentnl 
afcribes the civu wars, and d^ijftnnny caiasud^ whkdt 
W lohg after^,upoiliStfmr ^ 

Tlhs^ountry^f ^&apas hy betweenlhBfivers ^ciWrandSapsi. 
Aryits^ bordexoi^ on ifie gulf of on t^i^Chrfinefui, 

and the TIm B<xpm were governed hf their own 

-kintt. Tlio^ whofi names have reaped us, ace, Olormy 1%~ 
moiheusy RhaftfpitUfy Mhtifiusy and Cvtys. Qkmi gave his 
^mpittX'Jiegefipele in to Jh^iadiSy the iecoM ofdiis 

name (E). 

TitMtbeus i^%Bentiontd by Ammianus Manellumsy as rdgiv- 
ing in this part of Thraa ) Iwt neither he, nor ocfa^ writefs, 
give us any account of his adions* Mhafim 

reigned many years, or rather agqa, after ukrm ) that u, in 
thef time of tne civil wars between, Cafar and p9)f^ i but as 
to the aiftions, and even the names, of die intermediate-Jdngs, 
we'are quite in the cUrk, the works of Caliyibmn and SKrate/y 
who wrote a particular and diftinift account of the affairs of 
Tbracty as Plutartb iaf<xnt& us >, having been long fioce loft. 
Rhafdpolis and Khafiusy in the civil w^, iided wm Pempepy 
and afterwards with Brutut \ but bc^ipg ^pardoned by Q£fa'- 
'vianut'y aftlfted Antony withdW tblMfind ^ife, till he ftdl out 
with ps}aviarfusy when they both dedaiyd £sx ^ laft^. Otys 

* hiv. deoad. g. 1. vi. ^ Folyb. 1, oCi^ JkrlUAN.'in lilyiic. 

* ArriAM, ib«L s' Pt.v't. in parsH i 

19'm difi O/wpu was 4ni^|^3|msiatofiDhiaibyliis 

jM-w 

ACCB&on, herfetded ist uSSlimL.i%), .thardie gteat mm 

Bmmha/ "^h^pdsih mtpkx 


A)yb,htnCii^ (9) nk^j. i. ih. (t) pua, ihd. (%) 

t.u. dtarstar. \'i) Ammmk^i&mlbn,^ 


\ 

4 


was 




ytpi the (en cS one ^ Ihefe hi 

llii^dlom, an4 enjo)N^3 it dfi* Is 
Urtut^ idien he wes ireacheroufly 
jeds, and his kinnlom reduced to 
Cdetae. The inhabited part o£ m<)iamWthnut^ andpaiftm 
mount Rbod^e\ a>ui arecall^hy * the inoft^iavagejof 
all Thradant. Livy telte us, diat diey upon Ciu MamSf 
as he was returning out (if ititf> Jtur^i^ and toofcifom 
him great part of mehocUy whidi he had by plund^dilt 
fome rich cities of Ga^grada K And this is aU ufh find'"^ 
corded of them in hiftoSf. ' 

of The Thtman Qbttf»ntfut had likewife Its own kings $ 
tht Tluao among whom mention is made of Pdymn^or^ Muf§rut% and 
daaCher<j/^i7;)ter. Polymnejivr d|arried Ilitme the dati|^ter of king 
fonefos. Priam ; and, after thedeftru^on of Tri^, trearaeroufly mur¬ 
dered Polyderus, who had been i^t by his &ther Priam to be 
brought up at his court, as In a place of faie^ * (F). 

E^orus and Acaimu are mendoned by tionmr m * and the 
latter laid to have ded a body of Hvradam to the relief of 
Troy i during the (lege of which ci^, he billed by jf^ax, 
Hb daughter Actto married Oenous, a Thijfalian^ by whom fhe 
had Cymcus, who built the hunous city bearing his name * (G). 

CHAP. 

% 

a ^pftAv i. w. de bell, civil. Dio, 3. xlvS. Lvcau. hv. 
Cabs, de beU. civil. 1, ui. * Plih. 1. iv. c. 7. a x^iv. decad. 4. 
1. viit. ^ Plot, in parall. EuaiPio. in Hecub. Virgil. 
jEndd. 1. Ui. v. 45, & feq. Ovid, ihetam. 1. xUi. Homer. 
lUad. 9 c ” Sdumaft. Apollokii, p. 149., 


(F) A}^'»MtdIs us, that 
ditw betng fent very youngimo 
Thrace, mom his nfier. brought 
him up as the fod atPoiymmfor s 
and rat not Poijfdnms^ bat his 
own f<m D*f§biha^ was nkuBdered 
by the cruel Pohnmfor* 

(G) JMcnp we 

jeA, tw oun^ S^ng. 
M ra Grookyim in> 
dmted to the 

polite arts that flemwm'ainonl 
thems d)isra Afa- 

Umf naagir&m aU 

fhtatumtf I1|% so £a- 

Jhakus ‘inibrwa , us 
casnaed theinbabltams of Grtece 


with thdr ^oquence and melody. 



and peaceful manners; nay, great 
part of Griect was andendy .peo¬ 
pled by Thfadam. Ttreus^ a 
Thradan, governed at DoAts in 
PkoM^ where ^ the tra^cal fiery 
of Pmi^la^and Pr^m was 
aijpdf. %ht*thetict^ a body of 
qvcr xaEnhofa, 
aM nofie^ theraklves <A that 
ilkuid. Of the fame aadon 
were'ra Tdikeed, and 
made theo^^ 
mafteis of itowia j and ^niel 
faitQfAttkkUEAf wastalamfeed 


(4) Etfkh, in llhJ, gk 
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CHAP. viir. 

^he Hijiory of the antient Kingdom of Epirus^ 


«5 


£ PI RUSy the antient kingdom of the JEadda, was at Name, 
firft cuXltd Epirus Dodonaa, that is, the continent of ihetuatiln, 
Dodonaeans, or the continent inhabited by theDoifo-&c. 
naans, and afterwards Epirus, or the continent, without any ad¬ 
dition, that being the import of the Greek word Epeiros. Of 
the limits of tiiis kingdom we have fpoken already *. It was 
antiently divided into three diftridts or provinces p namely, 
Chaonia, Thefprotia, and Molojfts ; to which fome authors add 
Cajfopia, Cajfiope or Cajlrine, and Pindus. Chaonia, the moft 
northern part of Epirus, was fo called from its antient inha¬ 
bitants the Chaones, who were defeended, according to the 
fcholiafl of Arijiophanes, from the Thracians ; according to 
Arijiotle, from the Oenotrii, one of the moft antient nations of 
Italy. Cities of note, in this part of Epirus, were, according Cities of 
to Ptolemy, Oricum or Oricus, fituated on the coaft of the Chaonia^ 
Ionian fea, at the foot of the Ceraunian mountains. It was 
^ founded, according to Pliny by a colony from Colchis ; had 
a famous harbour, and was in the Roman times a place of great 
note, but of no llrcngth, as we read m Livy and C^far 
CaJJiope, or Cajfope, famous on account of ihc t> mple oi Ju¬ 
piter CaJJius ; whence fome arc of opinion, that it borrowed 
its name. Torrentim, and moft of the modern writers, con¬ 
found Cajfiope in Epirus, with another city in the ifland of 
Ccrcyra, bearing antiently the fame name I'his city was the 
metropolis of the province CaJJhpia, or Cajjiope, which con¬ 
tained, according to Strabo^ and Pliny *, th'ee other fmall 
towns j to wit, Buchcctium, Elatria, and Pandofia. Tlic inland 
towns of Chaonia were, Antigonia, founded by Antigonus, 

Pheenue, Heiatompedum, Omphalium, Elaus, and the ftrong 
town, or, as Pliny calls it 8, caltle of Chimara, much frequented 
on account of its hot baths. 

“ Seevol. vii. p.403. ** PuiN.l.iii. c. 23, * Liv. 

1 . xxiv. c. 40. Ctes. de bell, civil. I. iii. c. 7, 8. 15. ** Vide 

Jac.Palmerium, 1. ii. antiq. Grsec. c. 4. * Strabo, 1 . vii. 

p. 223. f Pun. 1 . iv. c. I. f Idemibid. 

by Ihratians, under the com- ftyle them Barbarians, fince to 
mand of the celebrated Eumol- them chiefly they were indebted, 

(5). It is not therefore both for the peopling and polilh- 
without the utmoft ingratitude ing of their country, 
and injuitice that the Greeks 

(^) Strabo, /. v.^i 39*. 

P Ths 


voL. x; 
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cyThe- The moft remarkable cities in which lay be- 

fprotia. tween the Amhracian lake and the lea, were, Buthrotum^ 
Epbyra^ N'uopolis^ built by Augujlut after the ASiiac viftory, 
and called by Pliny a free city, and a Roman colony, Ma^ 
andria, Cajlria^ Charadra, and Amhracia. The latter city, 
which was one of the nioft confiderablc of Epirus, flood not far 
' from the mouth of the river Araihihus, near the gulf to which 

it gave its n.ime. It was in the Roman times a place of great 
ftrength, as we have obferved in the hiftory of Gj'eece, full of 
people, atid about three miles in compafs. In antient times it 
was a free city but afterviMrds reduced by the Macidee kiii^ 
of Epirus, who chofe it for the place of their rcfidcnce In 
procefe ^f time, tlie JEtolians made themfelves maflers of it, and 
held it till they were fubdued by the Romans I'. 

O/"M0' Molojjis was an inland province, and, according to 
lofllb. only forty fladcs or fiulongs in compafs It was called Mo¬ 
lojjis from Moloffiis the fon of Pyrrhus and Andromache, and 
contained the following cities, Dodona, Pajfaron, TCeemon, Phy- 
luce, and Horreum. Dodona is placed by fomc writers in 
ThefproUa and by others in Molojjis "; but Strabo o rc- 
cojiciles thefc two oppoUte opinions, by telling us, that an- 
ticntly it belonged to Thefprotia, and afterwards to Molojjis ; 
for it flood on the confines of thefc two provinces. This city 
was once famous for the temple and oracle of Jupiter Do- 
donecus, much fpoken of by all the antient writers (A). The 

other 

Plin. I. iv. c. I. ' PoLYB. legat, xxviii. Pomp. Mela, 
I. xi. c. I. Strabo, 1 . vii. p. 225. Florus, 1 . xi. c. 9. 

Iiiv. 1. vxxviii. c. 6. ‘ ScYLAX, in periplo. Marcian. 

Capeli.a, 1. vi. " Pau^.\n. in Attic, c. 17. ® Strabo, 

1. vii, p. 227. 

(A) The city ofis faid piter and Europa. At the fame 
to have been built by Dtucaliou, time Deucalion is faid to have 
who, in that univerfal deluge, founded a temple, which he 
retreated to this place, which, by confecrated to Jupiter, who is 
reafon of its height, fecured him from thence l^led Dadmeeus. 
from the \\ aters. Hither refort- This was the firft temple of 
ed to him all thofe who had Grreiei for the Epirots v/cxe zti- 
e'eaped from the inundation, tiently reckoned among the 
With tlieffc Jve peopled his new- Greeks. But the oracle feems to 
built city, calling ij Dodona^ ac- have been a confiderable time 
cording to foxife^. from a fea- before it j for Herodotus (i) tells 
nympli of that name; according us, that it was the moft antient 
to others, from Dodon the fon, of all the oracles of GV-rw; which 
m Dodone the daughter, of Ju- could not be true, if it had not 

(I) Htnidt, L ii. c» 5a. $$> 


been 
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other cities of MoloJJis contained nothing worthy of obfer- 
vacion. The kingdom of Epirus muft have comprehended* 


been before Deucalion's, time ; for 
he, having cfcaped the deluge, 
advifed with the oracle of Themis 
on mount Parnajfusy about the 
means he Ihould ufe to repeople 
the country; and the fame oracle 
is faid to have belonged to the 
Earth and Ni-ftunc^ before it was 
poflefled by Themis. Herodotus 
(2) gives us two accounts of the 
origin of this oracle : in the firll, 
which he received from the priells 
of 'Jupiter^ at Thrhrs In Epypt, 
he tells us, that t)Mi Phniniiians 
having carried away two prieft- 
effes from that place, and fold 
one of them in Libya, and the 
other in Greece, each of them efta- 
blilhed the firll oracles in thofc 
nations, the one of Jupiter Am¬ 
mon, the other of Jupiter Dodo- 
xamis. ^’he other account was 
given him by the prieftefles at 
Dodona, and confirmed by all 
thofe who minillred in the tem¬ 
ple ; That two biack pigeons 
taking their flight from Thebes in 
Egypt, one of them arrived in 
Libya, where fhe commanded an 
oracle to be erefted to Jupiter 
Ammon i the other came to 
Dodona, where fhe perched on 
an oak, and admonifhed the in¬ 
habitants, with an articulate 
voice, to found an oracle in that 
place, in honour of the fame 
Jupiter. Afterwards Herodotus 
delivers his own opinion, relaing 
to this fubjeil ; that, if the 
Phaetiiciaus did really carry away 
two women from Thebes, and 
fell one of them in Libya, and 
the other in Greece, the latter 
was, in all likelihood, bought by 
the Thefprotians, who inhabited 
that country, which, in his time, 

(z) Herod'jt. l.\i. r. 5*. 55, 

( 4 ) Traebia. ver, 176 , 


in 

was called Hellas but formerly 
named Pilafgia ; where, during 
her fervitude, flie confccrated an 
altar ro Jupiter under an oak, 
nothing being more natural than 
to fuppofe, that flic, who had 
been a pricftels of that god in 
hehis, would not be unmindful 
of his worlhip in another place. 
To confirm tliis conjedure, he 
adds, that rhefe two oracles had 
a near refemblancc to each other; 
and moreover tells us, that, in 
his opinion, the two pigeons, or 
rather women, were faid to be 
black, becaiife they came from 
Egypt \ and called pigeons, 
becaiife they were barbarians 
or foreigners, and their fpccch 
no more underftood tlian the 
chattering of birds ; but as 
foon as riiey learned tl e Greek 
tongue, they were faid to fpcak 
with an human voice. Eujhi- 
thius gives t\\ o rcafons more for 
this appellation (3), to wit, that 
they were called v or 

doves, becauf'c they made their 
predidions by tlie obfervation of 
thofe birds; as thofe wlio made 
ufe of crows in divination, were 
named noccf.LouLd.vi'i^ •, and, fe- 
cotidly, becaufe, in the Mokjpan 
language, old women were llylcd 
TT -/•-■'/ I , and old men izkho,' 
and that thofe prophetellcs being 
old women, either by a millake 
of the woid, or a poetical equi¬ 
vocation, were called doves. 
iWhy old perfons fliould be thus 
termed, tiifi old fcholiall upon 
Sophocles informs us (4) : for 
the old propheteffes, fays he, 
were called TU.crj , becaufc of 
their grey hairs. Servius giivs 
another reafon for this appclla- 
(3) Eujiatb, Odyjf. p, 54/], 'Ac.' 

F 2 tion; 
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in the Reman times, a great many cities, of which no men¬ 
tion is made by the antient hiftorians or geographers, if 

what 


tion (5); to wit, that, in the Thef- 
faimn tongue, the word -TgAs/ccj 
fignified both a dove and a pro- 
phetcfs. Others tell us, that, in 
the hieroglyph ical way of writc- 
ing, by a black pigeon was 
fignified a widow, who remained 
unmarried till death. Some 
writers fay, that this oracle was 
founded by the Ptlrfgiansy who 
were the molt anpciit of all the 
nations that inhabited Greece. Of 
this opinion is Stt'abo (6), being 
led hereunto by Horner^ who be¬ 
llows upon the fame Jupiter the 
names of Dodon.rtu and Pelafgi- 
cus (7). The fame Strabo re¬ 
lates another fabulous opinion, 
concerning the origin of thi^ 
oracle, out of Saidas'^ 'Theffabca. 
That writer, fays (8), to 

gratify the TheJ/kUam \\ ith a 
new-invented fable, relates, that 
the oracle oi Dedsua was tranf- 
latcd out of Pelejgir, a cointry 
of Thejfuly, into Epirus, being 
accompanied by a gri;at number 
of women, from wi.om the pro- 
phete/ies in after-ages were dc- 
feended j and that from them 
Jupiter received the appellatioji 
of Pelafgicus. The perfons who 
delivered the oracles, were at 
firft men, as Strabo and Eujln- 
older VC out of HcKir, W'ho 
calls them, in the mafciilinc gen¬ 
der H oping , and isiAAifr (9), 
The fame Strabo tells us (1), in 
his defeription of Bceoiia, that,, 
in after-ages, all thefe who con- 
fultcd the oracle,* received an- 
fwers from women, except the 
BaotianSf who had theirs from 

(^) Savtut in Vtrg, cclog. ix. ver. 15 
Iliad, wr, 235. (8) Strahof ik 

I , IX, 


men; and of this cullom he 
gives the following reafon : In a 
war between the Boeotians and 
PclafgiatiSy the former, confulting 
the oracle of Dodona about tlie 
event of the war, received for 
anfwer, that their enterprize 
Ihould be crowned with fuccefs, 
if they a^ed wickedly. Here¬ 
upon the Bci’cnans, fufpeding 
that the prophetefs fpokc in fa¬ 
vour of the Pelafginns, feized 
her, and threw her into the fire. 
7 ’liofe who miniilrcd m tlic tem¬ 
ple, immediately apprehended 
the Bcvoi'nnis ; but, not thinking 
it law’ful to put them to death in 
fo facred a place, before they 
were tried, and juridically con¬ 
demned, advifed tiicm to refer 
the matter to the two fuiviving 
prophetefies. On the other hand, 
the Boeotians alleging, that no 
laws in the world allowed wo¬ 
men to fit upon life and death, 
it was agreed, that two men 
Ihould judge them jointly with 
the two prophetefl’es. When the 
judges tame to pronounce feii- 
tcncc, llic B(sotit'?is were found 
guilty by the women, and clear¬ 
ed by the men ; whereupon they 
were difmilTcd without any pu- 
nifliment, as was ufual, when 
the number of voices was equal 
on both fides j but on that occa- 
fion it was cilablilhed, that men 
only Ihould give anfwers to the 
Boeotians, The prophets of this 
temple were commonly called 
Tomuriy and the propheteffes 7o- 
mur^y from ^omurus, a moun¬ 
tain in TheJ^ottOy at the foot of 

( 6 ) Snaho, /. vii, (;) Hem, 
it (9j Ilcmer, ibid, (ij Strabo, 


which 



C. VIII. The Wary of Epiras: 

what PolybiuSf as quoted by Strabo and after him Livy i, 
tells us, be true; to wit, that /Emilius Paulus difmantled and 
plundered about feventy cities fubjedt to the Epirots. Strabo r 
counts the Jthamanes^ JEthkes^ Tymphcei^ Orejla^ Parorai, 
Jltintanes^ and Perrhcebi, among the Epirotk nations ; but 
PHny s and Livy ‘ reckon the Aihamanes, Tyh.phtei, and 
Perrhcehi^ among the ALtoUans. 

Is Chaonta were the Ccraunian or Actoceraimian mo\xn-Moun~ 
tains, now montidella Chhnera^ parting the Ionian and 4 driatic*“l>'‘^i 
fcas, and fo called from their being frequently rtruck with*^'"'^' 
lightning. In Thefprotia were the Acherufian lake, and the 
river Acheron^ muen fpoken of by the poets. It had fprinzs, 

according 

P Strabo, 1. vh. p. 223. ^ Liv. 1. xlv. c. 34, ‘ SrRAnoy 

ibid. * Plin. l.iv. c. ii. ‘ Liv. 1. xxxviii. fub iuit. 

which Hood the temple. In pro- was fuppofed to be inhabited by 
cefs of time, this w’ord came to the DryaJes, Fewti, and Satyri. 
be a general name for any pro- who, we are told, were often 
plict; for thusexpounds feen dancing under the lhadcs of 
it; and in this fenfc Lyiophron the trees. IJeforc lowing was iii- 
applics it to Prylis, the fon of vented, when men lived upon 
Mercury (2). acorns, thole of this w'ood were 

Near the temple was a facred in great requclK as appears from 
grove of oaks and beeches, whicJi the foliowdng verfes of Firgll: 

Liber, iff alma Ceres, *vrflro ft mitncrc tcUus 
Cliaoniam pingui glanditn muta-vit an fa (3 . 

And again in the fame book; 

Prima Ceres firro mortahs njcrtere terram 
Inftituit ; cum jam glandes atque arhuta faerte 
Defcerent fylv<Vy {S' njiiium Dodona negaret (4). 

Thcfe oaks or beeches were magpy What gave occafion 
faid to be endued with an human to this fidion was, as fome wri- 
voice, and prophetical fpirit; for ters tell us, that the prophets, 
which reafqn, they are called when they gave anfwers, placed 
/peaking and prophefying oaks, themfelves in one of thefe trees, 

ArgOy the Ihip of the ArgonautSy fo that the oracle was thought to 
wliich was built with the timber be uttered by the oak, which was 
of this wood, is feigned to hav«jl only prongqnced out of its hol- 
been endued with the fame power low flock, «r from amongll its 
of fpeech; whence Lycophren calls hollow branches. Some are of 
it hei\niigo» Ktg-ereiVy a chattering opinion, that the oracles w'ere 

(a) Lymph. Cajfand. ver, 223. (l) Virgil, gttrg. 1 . i. ver. 7. 

ibid, ver, 147. (^) Lycopb, Caffand. ver, 1319. 
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according to Pliny in the above-mentioned lake, and 
emptied itfelf into the Ambracian gulf j but, according to 
Ptolemy^ Strahoy and Thucydides w, it rofe in the country of 
the MoloJJi, and, palling through the Acheruftan lake, dif- 
charged itfelf into the Tbefprotiun bay. 'I'he rivers Aphas 
and Arachihus are mentioned by Livy ■*, as rifing in the fame 
country. 'I'he celebrated mount Pmdus parted Epirus and 
Thejfi/ly, and was therefore, by fomc geographers, placed in 
Thejfaly, by others in Epirus, The inland parts ot Epirus 
Were very barren, and full of forefts, but the coaft pretty 
fruitful. The horfes of this country were in great requeft 
among the antients, as were alfo the maftilFs of Moloffts^ 
Manners from thence called by the Latins^ MoloJJi r. The Epirots 
of the deemed a very warlike people, and generally behaved, 

habitants, jgg hiftory of their kings, with great gal¬ 

lantry ; but continued in their former favage condition long 
after their neighbours were civilized ; whence the illandcrs 
ufed to threaten their offenders, as wc read in Alhenaus 
with tranfport.ation to the continent, namely to Epirus. 
Inhabit- This Country was firlf peopled by Dodanim.^ the fon of 
ants. Javiny and gi and fon of Japhet^ or at leaft by fomc of his 
pofterity, as ‘Jofephus informs us * (BJ. 

The 

t 

“ Plin. ibi(<, » Thucyd. 1 . ii. * Liv. I. viii. c. 24- 
y Vide ViRG. georg. 1 . Hi. ver. 405. & Servium ibid. Athen. 
1 . ii, c, 7. * Joseph, antiq. 1 . Hi. c, 7. 

delivered from tlic branches of fays, that they were fo artificially 
the tree, becaiife the prophetical placed about the temple, that, 
pigeons are reporte<l, l)y Hcrodo- by Itriking one of tlicm, tlic 
tus, to have perclied upon a found was communicated to all 
tree (6l; and the fcholiaft upon the reft. Thcfc kettles were 
Scphochs tells us, that .above the confecrated by the to 

oracle there were two pigeons (7), Jupiter Dodonaus, as Strabo in- 
Others are inclined to believe, forms us (g). About what time, 
that the oracles were uttered from or on what account, this oracle 
the holbw ftock, bccaufe the, ceafed, is uncertain; but the 
prophcLcls could bc'ft be con- above-mentioned writer, who 
coaled there (8). 'I'he brazen ilourifhed under Auguflus^ tells 
kettles of this place were no lefs us, that, in his time, the gods 
famous than the [peaking oak. .had deferted that and moft other 
Some writers affirm, .and others ^oracles (i). 
deny, that they were made ufc (B) Eufebias fays, that Doda- 
of in delive.ing the oracles: nim firfl fettled in the ifland of 
however that be. Demon in Suidas Rhodes ; and that fome of his 

(ft) Ihndet. ihii, <7. {y') Hrathin.vcr.lj^, {i) llfad. Em, 

(9) Strabo, L vii. (1) Idem ikJ. 

defeend^nts. 
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The various nations we find mentioned by the mofl 
antient writers, as inhabiting Epirus before they became one 
people, and were blended under the common name of Epirots^ 
are, the Selli^ Chaonest Molojji^ Dolopes, Parrvaij Orejii^ 

Dryopes^ Hellopes^ Mnianesy and Pelajgi (Cj. 

The form of government, which prevailed in Epirus'if 
was, without all doubt, monarchic;-!, the whole country 
being divided into many fmall kingdoms, quite independent'"^"^* 
of each other. Strabo indeed tells us, that firft the CbaoneSy • 
and after them the MoloJJi^ were mailers of all Epirus ; but 
this, if true, muft have been in the moll early ages j for we 
find feveral kings mentioned by Ihtner, and other antient 
writers, as reigning at the time of the Trojan war j to wit, 

Aidoneus^ Orcus, Phidon^ Echetus^ and Harpalicus. I'he 
other Epirotic nations continued tor a long time to be go¬ 
verned by princes of their own blood ; but the Molojft fell 
very early under the power of Pyrrhu^^ a foreign prince, 
whofe defeendents were from him flylcd Pyrrhidec, and from 
his family JEacideSy they being the progeny of Abacus Some 
of thefe petty kingdoms, in procefs of time, exchanged the 
monarchical for a republican form of government j for Thu¬ 
cydides ' tells us, that in his time the Thefprota and Chaones 
wrjt governed, not by kings, but by annual magillrates. 

J 3 ut when, and on what occafion, this change happened, is 

Strab. I, vii. *= Thucyp. 1 . ii, 

defeendents, being ftreightened great difagreement among ae- 
tlicrc for want of room, pali'cd thors, wliofc various opinions it 
over to the continent, and fixed would be too tedious to nl.ite. 
their,abode in where they We IliaII only obferve, that tlie 

built a city, calling it Dodonuy Sflli were, by profane aiilliors, 
from their progeniLor/)o^/^w/«(2). thought to b:-.ve been t!ic firll in- 
Jf the opinion of yia/i /w^j be true, habitants of Eji' tis, and to liavc 
the Dodona'avs were originally miniltred in the temjde of D 
Grerksy and not BarbtnianSy as donii. fpcaks of them as 

moll of the antients ftylc them, pricfls, living round the rhodc jf 
However, in procefs of time fc- the Pelafgiaii Jove king of Dodo- 
veral barbarous nations fettled na; that i«, round tlie temple of 
among them; and hence they ZJortfcwrf’ffj; and inliuuatcs, 

arc laid by ^iraho (3), to have that tliey lay on tlic ground, and 
fpoken promifeuoufly the Ian- \pevcr waOjed their feet (4;; 
gnagcs of the Greeks and Bar- whence Stredfo concludes, that 
barians. they were not originally Grerksy 

(C) Blit, as to the origin of but fprung from fome favage and 
thefe different tribes, there is a unpolilhed nation {5). 

fi) Rufeb. iKclftiu (-;) Scrab, A vii. (4) ILmtt, ILuJ, jr', i>. zt*. 

is) StrA. it,J, 

** • F 4 what 
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what we find no-where recorded. At the beginning of the 
Pehponnefian war, the Paravai and Orejii were ftill ruled 
by kings of their own nation ; the former by Antiochus^ and 
the hitter by Oroedus. But the kingdom of the MoloJJi foon 
cclipfed all the others, the Mohjfian princes having fubje6lcd 
the whole country, and united the many finall kingdoms, of 
which it confifted, into one, known to the antients by the 
name of Epirus. And this alone affords us matter for an 
hillory, there being nothing upon record relating to the 
others, but the names of fome of their kings, and a few fa¬ 
bulous accounts of their aftions ; for which we refer out 
readers to Hyginns and Cyrii/us ®, it being beneath the 
dignity of hiftory to take notice of them. 

Pyrrhus. Wk fliall begin the hiftory of the kmgs of Epirus with 
Pyrrhus^ the fiift of the Aiacida^ who reigned in that coun¬ 
try, the times which preceded his reign, being overc.ift with 
an impenetrable niilt, and the kings, wiio ate foppofed to 
have ruled over t\\G Molojft before hi.> arrival, more fpoken of 
by the poets than the lalforiatT^. Pyrrhus was the fon of 
Achilles.^ by Deidajiiia., the da"ghter of L)\omedes king of 
the ifland of Scares. Upon the death of his Lither, who was 
killed at the fiege of Troy^ he was prevailed upon by Diome- 
des and UlyJJes to leave his grandfather's court, where he had 
been brought ip, and take upon him the command of the 
troops, which his father had led againff Troy. He diftinguifh- 
ed himfelf at the fiege of that city, if the poets are to be 
credited, by his brave and gallant behaviour ; .ind, after it 
was taken, killed old king Priam wirli his own hand ; threw 
Ajlyanax., the fon of Hetior and Andromache., headlong from 
an high tower ; facrificed Polyxena, the daughter of king 
Priattiy on the tomb of his father j and carried Andromache 
with him into Epirus., where he fettled, by the advice of*the 
famous foothfayer Ilelcnus., one of Priam's fons, with the 
Afyrmidones, who had ferved, during the Trojan war, both 
under his father and himfelf. He maintained himfelf in this 
new fet’.lement with the afiiftance of the Pelopida:., to whom 
he was nearly related, againft the natives ; who, finding 
they could not drive him out, fubmitted at length, and ac- 
knowleged him for their king But his reign was not long ; 
for he had fcarce fettled the.-afFairs of his new kingdom, 
when he was murdered by (Drejies in the very temple of 

^ Hygin, fab. 193. 352. 5 Cyrill. 1 . i. contra 

Julian. 

Delphi^ 
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Delphi^ for marrying Hermione, the daughter of Mcnelaus^ 
wh(» had been betrothed to the faidOr/’y7^j(D). 

His body, by command of the oracle, was buried in the 
temple where he had been murdered ; but no honours were 
there paid to him till the irruption of the Gauls, hich hap¬ 
pened many ages after, when he is faid to have appeared 
among other dead heroes, and to have, with his ghaftly looks, 
ftruck great terror into thofe facrikgious Barbarians. From 
that time he was hoiu-urcd with yearly facrifices, and folemn 
fports, exhibited at his tomb Tiie Pyrrhica, a kind of 
tournament, or dance in am our, was fo calle<l horn Jnm, he 
having firft ufed it round the tomb of his lather Atbilles^. 
Pyrrhus had two wives, LanaJJ'a tlie daughter of Clcodaus, 
one of thedefeendents oi Hercules, and//erww/r the daughter 
of Menelaus and Helena. By the latter he had no children ; 
but the former brought him three fons, Pyrrhus, Alevas, 
and Ethne/lus, and five daughters. By Andromache, whom 
fome count among his lawful wives, others among his con¬ 
cubines, he had likewife three fons, Molojfus, Pielus, and 
Amphialiis. Pyrrhus, his eldcft fon by LauajJa, died in Iris 
infancy. Alevas was brought up by Peleus Jus great-grand¬ 
father, king of Phthla in TheJJaly, and by him appointed his 
heir and fucceffbr in that kingdom Ethnrjius lived in 
Thejfaly with his brother, and gave his name to the tribe of 
the Etbnejire mentioned by Siephanus k 

Mohjfus lived, after the death of his father, under 
tuition of Hclmus, the fon of king Priam, on whom Pyrrhus 
had bellowed Andromache in marriage, and with her part of 
his kingdom j having always fliewn a great kindnel's, and 

^ Vide Ser. in ii. j^neid. & Constant. Man ass. s Parser an. 
1 . xiv. Pun. 1 . vii. c. 56. & Erasm r chiliad. ^ Suid/'s 

voce Alevada:. * S i EPitAN. voce t 

(D) Some writers tell us, that, for fiirnanicd N,rf‘*r/r- 

under pretence of confulting the »ms, had barbarouily muiiv cd 
oracle of Delphi about his iffiie king Priftn at the altar of Jupi- 
by Hermione, he attempted to ter ILrc/evs, and was himl'elf 
plunder the temple, and was, murdered at tire altar oiApollo 
in that attempt, killed by the Ddphicus. The furiiame of iVV(?- 
prielts (6). His death gave rife ’^tolcmus, or the young <v:urrio?-, 
to the proverb Neoptolanic re- was given hftij when he firft went 
weftgc, uled by the antients, when to the fiege of Tt oy, he being 
one fullered the fame evils which then very young, 

Jie had brought upon others; 

(6) Vnle Pindar, Vr-gil. yEneid. I, iii. v, 333, fif fij. Paufan. nt 

lit. Eufel’, III (Iffir., 

particular 
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particular friendlhip, for that prophet Helenus brought 
him up with all poiiible care, and at his death, left him that 
part of the kingdom which had been given him by Pyrrhus, 
As Adalojfus died witliout children, he nequeathed the whole 
Ficlus. kingdom to his brother Pielus ; for he had fucceeded his 
father Pyrrhus as well as Helenus (E). 

^mphialus^ the third fon of Pyrrhus bv Andromache^ fur- 
named Pergamus, palled over xntoAJia with his mother j and, 
having there killed in fingle combat Arias king of Teuthrania^ 
reigned in his ftead, fixing the place of his refidence at Per- 
gamus, whence he was filled Amphialus Pergameus^ (F), 

Among the defeendents of Jlmphialusy we find one Praces 
mentioned by Paujanias who is faid to have founded a 
temple in honour of Achilles in Laconia, whither the young 
men reforted to offer facrifices to that hero, before they 
entered the lifts in the public combats. 'Fhe five daughters, 
which Pyrrhus had by Lanajfa, as we have obferved above, 
were married, according to Jujlin "j to the neighbouring 
princes, 

'Fhe defeendents of Alevas reigned in TheJJhly, and arc 
faid by Herodotus to have invited thither Xerxes king of 
Perfta, and betrayed the country to him. When Alexander 
tiie Pherean attempted to make himfelf mafter of all thejfaly, 
they had rccourfc to Alexander king of Macedon^ who aflifted 
them with a powerful arm)', as we have related in the hiftory 
of Macedon'>\ I'hey were at laft ftript of all their domi¬ 
nions, and the cities they poftell’cd declared flee by Philip 
the brother of Alexander king of Macedon, as wc read in 
Dlpianus^, Diodorus Siculus'^, and Polyesnus'. As to the 
immediate defeendents of Pielus, wc arc quite in the dark, 

^ Pausan. in Attic. Scholiaft. Pindar. ^ Hvgin. fab. 97. 

Pausan. ibid. Justin. I. xvii. «• Herodot. 1 , vii. 

c. 61. P See vol. viii. p. 436. s Ulpian. in Olynthiac. 
' Diodor. Sicur. 1 . xvi. * Poly;en. 1 . iv. 

(E) Some authors write, that rus were, by the moft antlent 
Molojfus was fucceeded by his writers (oinetimes llyled i’/V/f- 
fon; and that from him were da{j). 

defeended the JEacida or Pyr- (F) Paufamas will have the 
rhidiS of Epirus : but we have rcity of Pergamus to have been 
followed Paufaniah, who tells us * fo called from him; but is here¬ 
in exprefi terms, &iat Molojfus in contradifted by moft of the 
died without children j was fuc- antients, who tell us, that this 
ceeded by his brother Piclus\ and city was built long before his 
that from him the kings of EpL time by the Myfians, 

(7) i» Btectic, 


both 
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bo<th as to their exploits and lucceffion, there being fcarce 
any mention made of them by the antients, till the time of 
the Petfian war, when Admetus reigned in Epirus^ and was 
maftcr of the greateft part ol that country (G). 

Admetus reigned, as we iiavt hinted above, • Admetus- 

when Xerxes invaded Greece^ and refufed to join cither party. 

Upon the defeat of the Perftans^ he courted the fiiendfhip of 
the Athenians^ offering to enter into an alliance with the re¬ 
public ; but his propofals were, at the inlbgation of The- 
miftocles^ reje< 5 led with fcom, becaufe he had not lent them 
any afliffancc againft their common enemy. Notwithfland- 
ing the ill offices done him on this occafion by Themijiocles^ 
he afterwards received him, when banifhed from his own 
country, with great marks of friendfliip and eflccm ; refufed 
to deliver him up to the Athenians and Lacedamonians^ though 
threatened with war ; and plentifully fupplied him with money 
and other ncceflaries, on his leaving Epirus to pafs over into 
Afta '. 

He was fuccccded by TJjarymbas^ the only child he had b3'Tharyin' 
his wife Phthya ; but, as this prince was very young at hisbas, 
father’s death, he was, by adccice of the people, put under 
,the tuition of Sahylinthusy a man of great diftir;£fion in his 
country, and of an unblemiflied character. Subyliuthiis at¬ 
tended him to Athensy wh.rc he applied himfclf with great 
earneftnefs to the ftudy of polite literature; for he was 
reckoned one of tlie moft learned princes of his age, and is 
faid to have bgen the firft who introduced and cncourageJ 
learning among the Epirots his fubjc£fs. He likewife made 
many wife and wholfome laws, and is, on that account, 
reckoned by Plutarch amongft the antient lawgivers (H). 

* Thucyd. l.iv. Diodor. SicuL. 1. xvi. Aristid. in oral, 
pro quatuor viris. Scholiafl. Pindar. 


(G) Antonius Lileralis indeed 
names the following interme¬ 
diate princes; to wit, Driusy Mu- 
nichuSy AphidaSy GenouSy and Al¬ 
ton : but upon what authority we 
know not. 

(H) He is mentioned by Plu- 
tarchy 1 hucyeUdes, Pau/aniaSy and 
Jufthy under the following 
names, Tharrytas, TharypSy Tha- 

ArymbaSy and Tharymbas. 
The Chaonesy who had been for¬ 
merly fubjedl to the MoloJJian 

(8) ‘J'bucyd, U ii. 


kings, were, in the reign of this 
prince, as we read in 'Thucydi- 
dcs[^%)y fubjeft to no king, but 
governed by their own laws and 
magillrates; the MoloJ/ians and 
the Antitanians alone acknow- 
leged Tharymbas for their king, 
•the feveral other nations of Epi- 
his having eitli^r their peculiar 
kings, or beihg free from all 
fubjefiion, as is evident from the 
above-mentioned writer (9}. 


( 9 ) Tbutjiy iW, 


Aliitas 
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Arybas. 


Alexan¬ 

der. 
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9ver into 
Italy. 
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Alcetas is the next king of Epirus we find mentioned in 
hiftory ; he was driven from the throne by his own fubje£ts ; 
on which occafion he fled to Dionyftus tyrant of Syracufe^ 
by whom he was afllfted with a body of Illyrians^ who re¬ 
placed him on the throne, after having overthrown his re¬ 
bellious fubjedts in a pitched battle. His dominions were 
foot! after invaded by Jafon of Phera ; but having, by means 
of Timothevs^ prevailed upon the Athenians to enter into an 
alliance with him, Jafon, thinking it advifcable not to provoke 
fo powciful a republic, withdrew his forces from Epirus, 
and fuffered Alcetas to fpend the remainder of his reign in 
peace 

Alcetas was fucceeded by his fon Neoptolemus, who, find¬ 
ing that his brother Arybas began to raife difturbances, and 
dreading the confequences of a civil war, took him of his 
own accord for his partner in the kingdom. Upon the death 
of Neoptolemus (for we are intirely in the dark as to the 
particulars ol his reign) Arybas remained foie matter of the 
kingdom, which, contrary to the expedlation of his fubjedls, 
he goveined with great prudence, equity, and moderation. 
He was an encour.t;c; of learning, and fhewed great favour 
to fuch as excelled in any branch of polite literature. To* 
him Xenocrates, the Chalcedonian philofopher, dedicated^ as 
Laertius informs us four books, which he wrote on the 
art of reigning. He brought up, with great care, his 
brother’s children, to wit, Alexander, Neoptolemus, Arybas, 
TTroas, Olympias, and Cadmia ; and married his niece Olym¬ 
pias to Philip king of Macedon, who had b) her Alexander the 
Great. At his death, which happened after a reign of ten 
years, his nephew Alexander, whom Gelliiis calls Moloffns, 
was raifed to the foie polleflion of the throne, by the favour 
of Philip his brother-in-law, who gave him in marriage Cleo¬ 
patra, his daughter by Olympias i fo that Alexander was alfo 
fon-in-law to Philip. 

Not long after the accelfion of Alexander to the crown of 
Ep irui^ Archedymas k\ng of Lacedamon being killed in fight¬ 
ing for the Tarentmi againft the Lucani and Brutii, the for¬ 
mer invited Alexander into Italy to their affittance. The 
king of Epirus, promifing hi. ifelf nothing lefs than the fub- 
duing of the weft with as^uch rapidity as Alexander the 
Great his nephjew and brother-in-law had begun to conquer 
the eatt, readily clofed with the propofal; and, having made 
a defeent at Pajium, a maritime city near the mouth of the 

“ Idem, 1. iii. Pau.san. in Bceotic. Piodor. Sicvl. 1. xvi. 

? Laertius, iayit.philolbph, 

4 . 
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river Sibarus, reduced fevcral cities of the Lucani and Brutii, 
and became formidable to all the eaftern parts of Italy, The 
Romans being at that time employed in fuppreffing the revolt 
of the Latins t and not caring to engage in a war with two 
fo powerful enemies at once, entered into an 'iance with 
the Epirot, as did alfo the Metapontini and Pedkuli, after 
he had gained a fignal viftory over the united forces of the 
Brutii and Lucani. The fuccefs whicii attended his arms in 
the two firft campaigns, made him believe, that he fhould 
reap as great an harveft of glory in Sicily, Italy, and Africa, 
as his nephew was reaping in Perfta, and the reft of Afa j 
but the unhappy prince loft his life, where he hoped to have 
inlarged his conquefts. 

This memorable event is thus related, and no doubt 
blended with many fables, by theGr^f^ Latin hiftorians *. 

Before Alexander left Epirus, fay they, he confulted the cele¬ 
brated oracle of Dodona about the fuccefs that was to attend 
him during the remaining part of his life. The god returned 77 t ac- 
him this anfwer ; to w’it, that the waters of Acheron would 
prove fatal to him 5 and at the fame time admonifhed him'^’^*^ 
to avoid the city of Pandofia, left he fliould there finifli 
' days. Acheron was a river of Epirus, and Pandofia a city 
the, fame country; Alexander therefore, not knowing that 
in the country of the Brutii were a river and a city 
bearing the fame names, willingly complied with the invita¬ 
tion of the Tarentini, and left his own country, fearing it 
might prove f;Ital to him, to make war in that of the Brutii. 

As he was fully perfuaded, that his life could be in no danger 
there, he expofed his perfon to the greateft dangers, took 
fevcral cities, namely Heraclea, Cofentia, Sipontum, Terina, 

&c. and fent above three hundred hoftages to Epirus, all 
chofen out of the beft families of the places he had con¬ 
quered. Having overcome the Brutii and Lucani in a i'econd 
battle, to reduce their country the fooner, he divided his 
army into three bodies, polling them on three hills divided 
by deep valleys, and fending out from thence numerous parties 
to ravage the neighbouring countries. One of thefe valleys 
was wafhed by the Acheron, on the banks of which flood the 
fmall city of Pandofia. While Alexander continued in this 
camp, the valleys were, by fuj^en rains, laid under water, 
which broke oft the communication betwec'|i*the three bodies 
of the king’s forces. I'he enemy laid hold of this favourable 
opportunity to attack firft the two pofts, where the king was 

* Diodor. SicuL. 1 . xvii, Strabo, I. vii. Pausak. inB^eot. 

Liv. 1. viii. C. 2 ^. Qrqs.I, vi, Pavl. Diac. hill, mifcell 

a not. 
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not, and which, by rcafon of the inundation, he could not 
any ways afH/l. I'hefe two bodies beir g, without much ado, 
defeated, and put to flight, the Brutii and Lucani, without 
lofs of time, furrounded, with all their forces, the hill on 
which the king himlelf was encamped. His guard confifted 
of two hundred Lucani, who, being driven from their coun¬ 
try, had fled to him for refuge. Thefe wrote to the gene¬ 
rals of their nation, promifing to deliver up to them the 
king of Epirus dead or alive, provided they would receive 
them into favour, and furter them to return to their native 
country. The propofal was accepted, and the traitors only 
waited for a favourable opportunity to put their treachery in 
execution. As Alexander was a prince of great courage and 
refolution, in fpite of all oppofition, he forced his way 
through the enemy’s army, killed one of their generals with 
bis own hand, and, having with a fmall attendance made his 
efcape, and gained a neighbouring wood, he took his route 
from thence to the river, the name of which he knew not, 
with a defign to break down the bridge after he had crofled 
it. But, finding the bridge carried away by the violence of 
the inundation, he threw himfelf into the river on horfe- 
back, when one of the Epirots^ who attended him, feeing 
him in danger of being drowned, cried out, Curfed Acherpn, 
thou art jujlly called by a fatal name ; for the Greek word 
Acheron^ fignifies a torrent of grief. At thefe words Alexan^ 
der remembering the anfwer of the oracle, and fearing his 
fate approached, began to hefitale, being in fufpenfe whether 
he ihould go quite crofs the river or no. While he was thus 
wavering, one of his attendants cried out to him, Hajien, 
betrayed prince, hajien to the oppoftte bank ; the Lucani, your 
guard, feek to dejiroy you. At thefe words the king turning 
about, and feeing the Lucani ready to fall upon him, drew 
his fword, and made what haftc he could to reach the bank, 
which he had already gained, when one of the traitors, dif- 
charging a dart at him, killed him on the fpot. His body 
fell int..* the river, which carried it to the enemy’s camp, 
///j boeh where it was ufed with all the indignity which rage and re- 
illufed Avenge could fuggeft. After they had barbaroiifly defaced it, 
Am twtvKif/. (j^Qy j|- two, fending oi e part to Cofentia, and fetting 
up the other as a mark for#the foldiers to difeharge their 
arrows and darts &t. At iTmgth a woman, whofe husband 
and children had ncen taken by Alexander'^ troops, intreating 
the foldiers, with tears in her eyes, to give her the fcattered 
remains of the unhappy prince, fince (he could cafily purchafe 
with them the redemption of her husband and children ; that 
part of the body, which the foldiers polTefled, was delivered 
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to her, and conveyed by her means firft to Metapontum^ and 
from thence removed to Epirus^ where they were configned 
to Cleopatra and Olympias^ the former the wife, the latter 
the fifter of the deceafed king. All the antients fpeak of this 
prince as no ways inferior, either in courage or condudl, to 
his nephew Alexander the Great j but he had the misfortune 
to engage, on his firft fetting out, with nations inured to the 
toils of war, and no Icfs brave than bis own Epirots : whence 
he ufed to f.iy, that the country, which he propofed to con¬ 
quer, was inhabited by men, whereas the provinces his 
nephew Alexander went to fubdue, were peopled by women 
only r. Thus he ftyled the effeminate nations of Afia^ which 
the Adacedonian had fubdued (I). 

Alexander was fuccceded in the kingdom by JEacides, the .dEaddes. 
fon of Aryhbas or Atybas^ and grandfon of Jllcctas. This 
prince, elpoufing the caufe of Olympias againft Cajfandcr, 
raifed a powerful army, with a delign to relieve her while 
befiegcd in the city of Pydna. But, having on this occafion 
forced many of his fubjedls into the fervice, much againft 
their will, they began to mutiny in the camp, cfpccially 
after they found all the pafl'cs leading to Pydna feized on by 
Atarchias, Cajfander's general. Hereupon /Eacldes^ being 
refolved at all events to attempt the relief of Olympias^ dif- 
ba^ded all thofe who feemed unwilling to follow him in this 
expedition, and taking with him fucli only as (hewed them- 
fclves ready to run the fame rilk with hirafelf, he advanced 
toward Pydna^\ but he had fcarce left Epirus, when thofe he 
had fent back revolted from him, and, drawing their fellow* 
citizens into the fame revolt, declared, by a common decree 
of the ftate, that /Eacides had forfeited the crown, banilhed 
him the kingdom, and entered into an alliance with CaJJan- 
der. This, as Diodorus Siculus obferves, was the firft re¬ 
bellion that had happened in Epirus, from iltc lime that Neo~ 

y Aul. Cell. 1 . xvii. c. 21. 

(I) Orojius (!) tells us, that more agreeable to the wickednefs 
he was killed by the Sammies, of thofe times, than to the laws 
while he was making the necef- of nature. "I'htuucles wrote a 
iary preparations for a war with panegyric on this king, as Suidas 
Rome ; and adds, that he was in ^informs us; he is alfo mentioned 
fuch favour withhis bro- De7nofih7n%fi(z\, and extolled 
ther-in-law, as made the world as an able and experienced com- 
believe,that the inclination which mander by all the antients who 
that prince had for him, was mention him. 

0) Oref. 4 tip (2) Dtmpban, in crat. dt Uai'entfu. 

ptolemus. 
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ptolemui, the fon of Achilles, had reigned there, the kingdom 
having ever before defcended by right of fucceffion from 
father to fon Cajfander immediately difpatched Lyftfcus 
into Epirus to take upon him, in his name, the government 
of that kingdom, injoining him to ufe the natives with all 
pofliblc moderation. However, the Epirots were foon re¬ 
conciled to their king, and, recalling him from banifhment, 
replaced him on the throne of his anceftors; which he did 
not long enjoy, being killed the fame year in a battle fought 
with Philip the brother of Cajfander 
Alcetas Upon his death, the crown was conferred upon Alcetas 
ff- his brotlier, wlio had been baniflicd by his father Arybas on 
account of his violent temper. As he was an inveterate 
enemy to Cafflinder, Lyjtjciis, Cnffhudcr's general in Acarna^ 
nia, m irched w'lthan army into Epirus, hoping, as the affairs 
of tliat kingdom were not)et well fettled, to depofe him. 
Alcetas., hearing of the enemy’s march, difpatched two of his 
funs, Alexander and Tciiccr, into all the provinces and cities 
of hi> iloniinions, to raife what forces they could ; and in the 
mean time muched out hiinfelf, with the few troops he had, 
to make he.ul againjt Lyfifctis, whom he found encamped at 
Ca[]rtp!a. h'S, Ly(:fciis\ army was lir tnore numerous than 
the king’s, they lell upon him before he had time to fortily 
hij camp ; and obliged him, after he lud been abandoin d by 
Jiioif of iiis troop-., to fhut liiinfelf up in the city of Eury- 
menas, where he was clofely befieged. But, in the lO'-.m 
DrfiUts time, his ion Alexander nxnvxng with powerfi^l fuccoii!^, a 
Lyfifcus. sharp engagement enfued, in wiiich gteat number^: of l.y- 
/ifcus’s men were cut ofl', and aniongftthe i<thers iAicylh >, a 
commander of great reputation, Lyjandcr Athenian^ ;■)- 
vernor of Leucadia, and many othe. perfons of diftiniSlion. 
A few days after this vidlory, Dinias brought new fuppiic; 
for Lyfifeus whereupon a fecund battle being fought, 
Alexander and Teucer, with their father Alcetas, were fcjjccd 
to favc themfeivcs by flight, and abandon the city of Eury- 
tnenas f.- the enemy, who plundered and rafed it to the 
Is in his ground. Cajfander, upon the news of the defeat of his 
/usn lie- fjrces, not having received any intelligence of the victory 
fated ly they gained afterwards, hafteird into Epirus to fuccour his 
him. general ; but, being informecL on his arrival, of the fuccefs 
that had attenikjl'him in tln/fecond engagement, inflead of 
piirfuing the war, he thought it advifcable to enter into a 
ticaty with the Epirots-, and having concluded a peace upon 
honourable terms, he withdrew his troops, and reftored 
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tranquillity to the kingdom of Epirus, nfflcitas, being^lius dif- 
engaged from fo troublefome a war, began to exercife, as he 
was a prince of & moft tyrannical temper, all forts of cru-> 
cities over his fubjefts} which fo provoked them, that, 
having made a general infurre<Stion, they murdered both him He is mur- 
and lijs children «/rrr</. 

Alceta<i was fucceed by Pyrrhus^ a prince of great fame inpyrrhus 
hillory. He was the fon of Maetdes^ (.f whom we have 
fpoken above, by Philippa the daughter of Merton the Thejfa^ 
han, one of the Heradida ; fo that Pyrrhus was by the father 
defeended from AthilleSi and from Hercules by the mother 
“When thet Eptrots revolted from his father, and drove Jrim 
from the throne, it was with much difficulty that Pyrrhus, 
then an infant at the breaft, efcaped fallino into the hands oiNarrtm'h 
the rebels. He was, after various adventures, conveyed by 
Androtles and Angelas, two Eptrot lord*., to the court 
Glauclas king of Illyrtcttm, who, as feme authors conjecture, hunds 
had married his aunt Beroe, the daughter of Arybhas, and 
grand-daughter of king Ahefas How be was received,^ . ^ 

educated, and fettled on the throne of his anceftors, by that^^*^° *' 
prince, wc have related elfewhere 

He enjoyed the kingdom in great peace and tranquillity 
till'he was feventeen j when, thinking himfclf fufficiently 
fettled on the thione, he left Epirus for awhile, in order to 
be prefent in Illyricum at the nuptials of one of the fons of 
Glaucias, witjj whom he had been educated. But he was no 
fooner gone, than the Molojfians, taking advantage of his * 

abfence, revolted anew, drove all hjs friends out of the 
kingdom, feized on his treafures, and conferred the crown 
on Neoptolernus his great uncle. Pyrrhus, being, by this un- 
expeCled revolt, divefted of all his dominions, and deftituteJJ**^f“[^ 
of fufficient fuccours to recover them, retired to Demetrius, ^us wu*Jr 
rhe fon of Antigonus, commonly known by the furname of^^„„,, 
Poliorcetes, who had married his fifter Deidamia. Fi om that 
great commander he learned the art of war, ferving under 
him with the companions and fellow-foldiers of Alexander the 
Great. In the famous battle of Ipfus he diftinguifhed him- 
felf, young as he was, in a very eminent manner, having 
fought with incredible bravery, and repulfcd the enemy on 
that fide where he was polled f. \wJDmetritx pevertbelefs loft 
the battle j but Pyrrhus very feafonably covered Greece, and 
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faved for his brother-in'law the Gnek cities, which that 
prince had confided to his care. Nor was this the only proof 
he gave of his aifecftion for Demtrius ; for a peace being at 
length concluded between him and Ptolemy, by the inters 
poiltion of Seleucus, Pyrrhus confented to be one of the 
hoftagcs, who were fent into Egypt to fecure the execution 
of the treaty. 

During his abode at the court of Egypt, he was gene* 
rally admired for the fvvectnefs of his temper, the regularity 
of his conduit, and his great dexterity and addrefs in all forts 
of manly exercifes. His chief aim was to make his court to 
Berenice, who had the greateft afcendant over Ptolemy, and 
furpafl'ed all the other women of the court in beauty, as well 
as prudence. And herein he was very fucccfsful; for he 
fo gained her by his noble and obliging behaviQur, that fhe 
prevailed upon her husband to give him her daughter Antigone, 
in preference to fcveral young princes who demanded her. 
Antigone was the daughter of the favourite queen by Philip 
her firft husband, a Macedonian lord of no great fame. 
After Pyrrhus had married her, Berenice, deiirous to fee her 
daughter become a queen, induced Ptolemy to fupply herfon- 
in>law with fufficient forces to-recover his kingdom. With 
thefe he failed into Epirus, and having defeated in a battle 
Neoptolemus, whom tlie MoloJJians had placed on the throne, 
be recovered his paternal dominions. Neoptolemus had recourfe 
to the neighbouring princes ; but Pyrrhus, tc, avoid the evil 
confequences of a civil war, condefeended to give him up 
part of his dominions. Neoptolemus at firft feemed to be 
well fatisfied with part of the kingdom ; but having foon 
after, at the inftigation of the enemies of Pyrrhus, attempted 
to poifon him, he was by his order executed e. Pyrrhus 
having by his death got podenion of the whole kingdom of 
Epirus, continued no longer idle in his dominions ; but 
marching into the neighbouring countries, performed thofe 
exploits we have deferibed in the hiftory of Macedon •*, and 
therefore (hall not repeat in this place. 

This warlike prince being obliged by Lyjimacbus to aban* 
don the kingdom of Macedon, which he had taken from his 
brother-in-law Demetrius, as we have related elfewhere 
might have pafl^^«his d^ys 4 Vtranquillity among his fubje^s, 
enjoying the fweets of peace, and governing his people 
agreeably to the rules of juftice. But his rcftlefs temper, and 
unbounded ambition, made him (eize with joy on the firft 
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opportunity that offered^ of plunging himfelf into new 
troubles. 

The inhabitants of Tarentum were then at war with luvitedBy 

Romans^znA not finding thcmfclves in a condititiontooppofeZ-^fTaren- 
fo formidable an enemy with their own ftrength, they caft tines into 
their eyes upon Pyi'rAw, and difpatched embafiadors to hin\,^taly. 
not only from thcmfclves, but from all the Greek cities in 
Italy^ injoining them to acquaint him, that they wanted 
only a leader of experience and reputation } that Tarentum 
was not the only city whofe forces would join him ; that the 
Meffapiam^ Lucanians, Sarmites, Brutiam, and many other 
rich and populous nations, weary either of bearing the Ra~ 
man yoke, or of being in continual dread of it, were ready 
to affift him in exterminating that haughty and imperious re¬ 
public } that he might depend on being fupplied at his arrival 
with three hundred thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand 
horfe, The joy with which Pyrrhus received a pro- 
pofal fo agreeable to his difpofition, may be eafily imagined. 

His head was filled with the exploits of /Hexander the Great ; 
and bis frequently converfing with the generals, who had 
, ferved under that conqueror, liad ftrongly inclined him to 
attempt in the weft, what Alexander had with fo much glory 
pciTormed in the eaft. He therefore willingly clofed with 
the propofal of the Tarentine embaftadors, promifing to pafs comply 
ovtt into Italy with all poflible expedition, and employ ih.tn.vith their 
whole ^rengtli of his kingdom in refeuing them from the op- invitation, 
preffion they groaned under. However, before he began to 
make the neceffary preparations, he is faid to have cbnfulted 
the oracle of Delphi, about the fuccefs of his intended ex¬ 
pedition ; on which occafion the anfwer of the god was 
uttered in fuch terms, as might equally fignify, either that 
he (hould conquer the Romans, or the Romans him j but the 
defire he had of engaging in this expedition, made him in-^ 
terpret the ambiguous anfwer in his own favour k. 

A Thejfalian, named Cyneas, was at this time Pyrrhus* 
prime miniftcr, and chief favourite. He was a man of mo^raaer ^ 
extraordinary parts, being an experienced officer, an able Cyneas, 
politician, and the moft eloquent orator of his age ; the ErtPyrrhusV 
of oratory he had learned under Demojihenes j that of vrzt,prime mi- 
under the companions of AlexanStsi’-'ddff Grtap^ and politics, 
by long experience, having been always employed by Pyr¬ 
rhus in the moft difficult negotiations. The art of perfuafion, 
of which he was mafter, and the fecret he had of infinuating 
himfelf into the afte^lions of thofe he dealt with, enabled 
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him to conquer all difHculties in the bufinefs he tranfadled 
for his mafter ; infomuch that Pyrrhus himfelf ufed to fay, 
that he had gained more cities by the eloquence and per- 
fiialive difeourfes of Cyneasy than he cculd ever have con¬ 
quered by force of arms. He was by profeffion a philofopber 
of the feet of Epicurus, which was not then come into dif- 
repute through the ill ufe that corrupt men afterwards made 
of the principles they profefled. At court he maintained the 
chara<f1:er of a man of virtue, and a lover of truth, who 
was not capable of deceiving by mean flatteries; and yet had 
fubmiilion enough to execute, without murmuring, the or¬ 
ders that were given contrary to his advice. 

Pyrrhus, who repofed an intire confidence in this great 
man, could not help communicating to him the vaft projects 
p , he was forming: having therefore called him into his ca- 
after he had difmifl'ed the Tarentine embafladors The 
‘df/ien to he, invite me over into Italy, which opens 

to me a large field of glory. To fubdue the Ramans, is 
to conquer the w'eft ; and how eafy is it to fubdue them ! 
Hetruria finds them employment on one hand ; and all the 
nations on this fide the Tyhar^ quite to the fea-fliore, are 
ready to take up arms, under my command, againft that 
ambitious and haughty republic. Tell me impartially, what 
you think of this expedition. Cyneas, without difapproving 
his defign upon Italy, asked him, whither he defigned to 
turn his arms, if the gods fhould be fo gracious as to crown 
his attempts upon that country with the wiftied-for fuccefs. 
To this queftion Pyrrhus, without* hefitation, anfwered, 
that, from Italy, he defigned to pals over into Sicily, where 
he fliould find all things in confufion on account of the death 
of king Agathoclcs, who had kept the Sicilians in awe. And 
how many fruitful provinces, faid he, fliall I find there, 
citlier ready to receive me after the conquefl: of Italy, or not 
^ in a condition to oppofe my vidlorious troops! And when 
lhall have fubmitted to you, where do you intend to 
make war next ? replied Cyneas, The thing fpeaks itfelf, 
anfwered Pyrrhus ; from Sicily I will fail over into Africa. 
'I'he Carthaginians are not invincible. Agathocles furprifed 
them with a few (hips, and was very near making himfelf 
king of Carthage, Affd-MiHin I ftiall have taken that city, 
who will be able to make head againft me ? Macedon, which 
I fonneily conquered, and every province of Greece, (hall 
be part of my future conquefts. And after all thefe vi<fto- 
ries, faid Cyneas, how {hall we employ ourfelves, and difpofe 
of our time I I will then, fubjoined Pyrrhus, take fome 
reft after all my fatigues, and enjoy the pleafures of life with 

’ vou. 
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you. At thefe-^ords, that great philofophcr interrupting 
him, And what prevents you, faid he, from enjoying that 
happinefs now, which you propofe to feck through fo many 
toils and labours, with the hazard of never being able to 
hhd it ? Why ftiould you purchafe, at fo dear aerate, the 
gratifications which, you may now enjoy without the Icaft 
trouble f Thefe words made fome imprelfion upon the king ; 
and, covering his ambitious views with the appearance of 
virtue, It is hereditary in my family, faid he, to affift the 
miferable ; we ought not to make war for ourfeivcs alone, 
but to relieve the opprcfl'cd. Being thus unalterably fixed 


his defign of fubjedling all Italy, the better to conceal it, hc^ 
caufed a very artful claufe to be inferted in his treaty with 
Tarentines ; to wit, that when he had once relieved 


he fliould not be detained in Italy^ but allowed to return to 
Epirus. He likewife required, tiiat fome of the embafla’- 
dors fliould continue in his dominions, under pretence of 
aflifling him in making the necellary pi eparations for war ; 
but in reality, that they might be as fo many hoflages to 
fecure the .fidelity of the Tarcntlnes 

Having taken thefe prudent precautions, he immediately 
difpatched Cyneas with part of his fleet, and a detachment of 
three thoufand foot, to Tarenimn j where that artful miniftcr 


fodn changed the face of aflairs, the chief men of tlie city 
being, notwithftanding the embafly they had fent taPyrrhuSy 
inclined to come to an agreement with the Romans j nay, 
they had evcn,chofen for their chief magiftrate one Agisy who 
was a fincere friend to the RomanSy and adled in conceit 


with L. /Emilius Barbula, the Roman general, hoping, by 
that means, to reconcile ins countrymen to Ro 7 ney and make 
them lay afidc their defign of receiving the king of Epirus. 
But CyneaSy by his eloquence, and infinuating behaviour^ pre¬ 
vailed upon \.\\cTarcntincs to depofe and place one of 

the embafladors, who had been fent into Epirus, in his 
room. After this, he perfuaded them to deliver up their 
citadel to one Milo an Epirot, who was arrived a few Javs 
before with frcfli fuccours, and the agreeable news, that 
Pyrrhus would foon be there in perfon at the head of a nu¬ 
merous army. The Tarentmesy impatient to fee the king of 
Ep irus among them, upon this advice, difpatched their 
gallics, and a great number c£-i«nT!|)orS5^%with all foils of 
proviiions, and a large fum of money, to Epirusy in order 
to convoy Pyrrhus, with his troops and elephants, fafe to 
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Pyrrhus Tarentum* The convoy no fooner arrivdd than the king 
§mbarks embarked, Cyneas and Milo having paved the way for him fo 
for Italy, well, that his authority was already as well eftabliihed in 
Year after 

as in Epirtti, .%fore the arrival of the Tarentine 
the flood £|gg(^ jjg jjgj fi^tticd the go^mment of his dominions during 
Bef° Ch abfence. He left Ptol^^ his fon by Antigone thedaugh- 
*280 Berenice^ who was Uph fifteen years old, regent of 

yym^^^^Bpiruiy under the tuition of Ptolemy Ceraunusyirngoi Ma^ 
cedon. He took his two younger fons Alexander and He~ 
lenus (J) with him into /tafy, to amufe and entertain him in 
this long expedition. Before his departure, he had likewife 
borrowed fhips, men, and money, of the kings his friends ; 
fo that his army confifted of twenty-two thoufand foot, 
three thoufand horfe, five hundred {lingers, and fifty ele¬ 
phants, according to which Plutarch reduces to 

twenty n. Among thefe troops were about feven thoufiind 
of thofe brave AEtccdonians, who had conquered Afia under 
Alexander the Great. His fleet was compofed of the fhips 
of Epirus, the gallics of Tarentum, and thofe which Anti^ 
gonus Gonatas had fent him. With thefe he immediately fet 
fail about the end of the winter, the eager defire he had of 
getting to Italy, not fufFering him to wait for a more favour¬ 
able feafon. But his impatience had like to have coil him 
* for he had fcarce got out into the open fca, when a 
violent ftorm from tivc north drove him out of his courfe, 
a Jam. difperfed his fleet. The ftilp, on board of which the 

king was, being large and high-built, gained, --by the care of 


" Justin. 1 . .xvii. c. 2. 
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(I) After the death of Anti- 
gone, the daughter of Berenice, 
Pyrrhitf married fcvcral wives. 
The fifft was the daughter of 
Antilcon king of the Baonians. 
The fccond, by name Bercenna, 
was t!ic daughter of Bardullis 
king of the Illyrians. The third 
was Lanajfa, the daughter ofy/^a- 
thoclcs king of Syraen/e. Tfie 
latter brought him the ifland of 
Corcyrci, which her, fathej;Jyid, 
feized, forher porlion. By her 
he hsidi JltxanJi-r i Ht lenus, 
the youngeft of all his children, 
by Bercenna. Plutarch tells us. 


that all the children of Pyrrhus 
derived a warlike genius from 
their father, which was greatly 
improved by their education j 
and adds, that one of them 
having asked him, to which of 
his children he defigned to leave 
the kingdom of Epirus, the king 
anfweretl. To him who has tlip 
fharpeft fword. Lanajfa, who 
was once his favourite wife, 
grew at lall jealous of hfin, 
thinking he preferred his other 
wives to her; and, retiring td 
Corcyra, there married Pemt’ 
trius (3 ). 


( 3 ) Plut. in Pyrrho, 
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the pilot and mariners, tnRPoaft of Italy^ the firft, after a 
voyage of inflnife fatigue and danger. The few fhips that 
followed the king, ftruck againft the rocks on the Mejapian 
ihore, and were dafhed to pieces. While Pyrrhus was pre¬ 
paring to come ifhore, the inl^bitants having flocked from 
all quarters to fee him, a frelha^ident was v.;ry near de- 
ftroying the deliverer of they ftiled him, and difap- 

puinting tire expe< 5 tatiori of rtn/iaes. For a land wind 

riflng all on a fuddcn with great violence, drove Pyrrhus out 
to Tea again. This new danger was greater than any he bad 
met with in his paflage, the mariners expedling tliat his Ihip, 
being beat by the violence of the waves, would founder at 
each fliock it fuftained. In this extremity the intrepid Pyr¬ 
rhus did not hefitate a moment; but as^thc fliorc was not far 
off, threw himfclf into the fca, and was immediately fo\~^»^him- 
lowed by his guards, and thofe friends he had on board, 
out doubt, to take care of his perfon, and fave him at the^ . 
danger of their own lives j but as the night was extremely 
dark, and the fearan vciy high, he ftruggled with the waves 
till day-break, when the wind ..bating, he reached the land, 
with the affiftance of the Meffapians^ who ftood on the 
fliore. The long fatigue he liad I'uftained during great part 
of the night, weakened him to fuch a degree, that he could 
nQt Hand, without being fupported by his guards. But what 
gave him the greateft uneafmefs, was the apprehenfion he 
was under of his army being loll j for he had with him only 
two thoufand men, a fewhorfes, and two elephant.s, animals 
which had n''.ver before been feen in Italy. With thefc he 
crofled Mejfapia, and marched direflly to Tarmtum o. 

Gjneas no fooner heard what had happened X.o PyrrhusArrives at 
but he advanced to meet him at the head of a ftronij detach- Taren- 
ment, and condudled him fafe to Tarentum^ where he was turn, 
received with loud acclamations, and all poflible demonftra¬ 
tions of joy. The TarenUnes^ who were intircly devoted to 
their pleafurcs, expected that he (hould take all the fatii^ucs 
of the war on himlelf, and expofe his Epirots only to dan>rcr. 

And mdcfsAPyrrhus for fome da\s ditlcmblcd hisdefign, and 
fulFered the Tarentines to indulge, without reftrairit, their 
ufual diverfions. But his ihips, which had been difperfed all 
over the Ionian fea, arriving one after another, and with 
them the troops which he had pu^on board in Epirusy he 
to reform the diforddrs'that prcV/^iled iif the city. 

The theatre was the place, to which tlie idle Tarentines re- 
forted daily in great numbers, and whert the incendiaries 
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ftirrftd up the people to fediti^^with their harangues : he 
therefore caufed it to be fhut up, as he did likewife^^e public 
gardens,.porticoes, and places of exercife, where thf inha- 
P . bitants ufed to entertain themfelves with news, and Tpeak 
the man- freedom of their governors, cenfuring their con^ 

ners of and fettling the government according to their different 

Taren- humours, which occafioned great divifions, and rent the city 

into various fadtions. As they were a very voluptuous and 
indolent people, they fpent whole days and nights in feafts, 
mafquerades, plays, i^c. I'hefe therefore Pyrrhus abfolutely 
prohibited, as no Icfs dangerous than the affemblies of prating 
politicians. They were utter ftrangers to military excrcifcs, 
and the art of handling arms ; but Pyrrhus having caufed an 
exadl regifter to be made of all the young men who were fit 
for war, picked out the ftrongeft among them, and incor¬ 
porated them among his own troops, faying, that he would 
take it upon himfelf to give them courage. He cxercifcd 
them daily for feveral hours, and on that occafion behaved 
with an inexorable feverity, inflidfing exemplary punifhments 
on fuch as did not attend, or failed in their duty. By thefe 
wife meafures he prevented fediliuns among the citizens, and 
inured their youth to military difeipline j and bccaufe many, 
who had not been accuftomed to fucli feverity and rigour, 
withdiew from their native country, Pyrrhus^ by a pubKc 
proclamation, declared all thofe guilty of death, who fhould 
attempt to abandon their country, or abfent themfelves from 
the common mufters p. 

Tarentines^ being now fenfible that Pyrrhus was de¬ 
termined to be their malter, began loudly to complain of his 
condudl; but he, being informed of whatever pafl'ed among 
them, by his fpies, who infinuated themfelves into all com¬ 
panies, privately dilpatched tlie moft fa£lious, and fent thofe, 
whom he fufpe^ted, under various pretences, to his fon’s 
court in Epirus (Kj. 

Itt 
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(K) Among the latter was 
Arifiarchus^ a famous orator, 
whofe eloquence gaveno 
fmall jealoufy j ws orators had 
in thofe dqys a 
over the miutitude, efpecially in 
the Greek cities, where popular 
government obtained. As A- 
rijlarchus had, we may fay, an 
ahfolute authority in the city. 


Pyrrhus made it his chiefbufinefs 
to lefTcn his reputation among 
his fellow-citizens; pretending a 
ftri£l friendfliip for the orator; 
and giving out, that, in many 
things, which were difpleafing 
to ^GTarentines^ he had a£lea 
according to his advice. But 
ArifiarchuSy in his private dif- 
courfes, undeceived them, lot- 

ting 
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In the mean time P. Valerius Lavinus, the Roman conful, 
entering the country of the Lueanians, who were in alliance 
with thQi^arentines, committed great ravages there, and 
having taken and fortified one of their caftles, waited in that 
neighbourhood for Pyrrhus. Tlie king, though he had not 
yet received any fuccours from the Samnites, J\ 4 ejfapians^ 
and other allies of the Tarentines, thought it highly difho- 
nourable to continue ihut up in a city, while the Romans 
were ravaging the country of his friends. He therefore took 
the field with the troops he had brought him from Epirusy 
fome recruits of Tarentunty and a fmall number of Italians. 

But before be began hoflilities, he wrote the following letter 
to Lavinus : Pyrrhus to Laevin'fes, health. I am informedPVrites an 
that you command an army^ which is to make war upon the haughty 
Tarentines. Disband it fortlnvith, and lay your pretenfions letter to 
before me. After I have heard both parties, I will give judg- conful 
ment, and know how to make my fentcnce be obeyed. LtEvinus i<a2vinus. 
anfweieJ the king with all the haughtinefs of a Roman: 

Know, Pyrrhus, that we neither admit you as a judge, nor The eon- 
fear you as an enemy. Doef it become you to take upon you to ful's an- 
judge us, who have yourfelf injured m, by landing in Italy 
without the confent of our republic ? IVe will have no arbitra- 
tor but Mars, the author of our race, andproteilor of our 
amts. The king, upon the receipt of this letter, imme¬ 
diately marched towards thofc parts where Lesvinus was wait- 


dng them know, that he enter¬ 
tained the fame thoughts of Pyr¬ 
rhus, as the multitude. 7 'he 
king ^erefore, thinking it ne- 
ceflary to remove fo dangerous 
an enemy, fent him to his fon 
on an embaify, which, he faid, 
was of the utmoll importance. 
Arifarchus faw through the ar¬ 
tifice ; but, pretending to be al¬ 
together unacquainted with it, 
accepted the deputation; and 
choofinga veffel, the commander 
of whi^ was intirely at his de¬ 
votion, fet fail, as Pyrrhus ima¬ 
gined, for Epirus. But he had 
no fooner loft fight of the land, 
than he ordered the pilot to re¬ 
turn to Italy, and put in at fonie 
port, froin whence he' might go 


fafely by land to Rome. The 
pilot obeyed ; and Anjiarchm, 
on his arrival in that metropolis, 
acquainted the fenatc with the 
ftatc of Tarentum, and the dc- 
figns of Pyrrhus. Hereupon 
Eabricius was immediately di- 
fpatched to vifit the Roman co¬ 
lonies, and the allies of the re¬ 
public, to fortify fome place?, 
and exhort the cities to continue 
fteady in their alliance with 
Rome. And truly thefe precautions 
were neceflary, the allies of the 
republic being, in many places, 
inclinedjo defert her, and ready , 
tli jofii a kingftmous for his ex¬ 
ploits, who promifed them an 
happy deliverance from all man¬ 
ner of fubjeflion (4). 


f4j Pltir, tkd. Dio, in creerpt. Urjin, Ptlyb, I, i. c, 7, 
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ing for him. The Romans weft encamped on the hither fide 
of the river 5 /Wf, and Pyrrhus appearing ori the oppofite 
bank, made it his firft bufinefs to reconnoitre the enemy’a 
camp in perfon, and fee what appearance they made. With 
this view he crolTed the river, attended by Megacles^ one of 
his ofHccrs, and chief favourites; and having obferved the 
conful’s intrcnchments, the manner in which he had pofted 
his advanced guards, and the good order of his camp, he was 
greatly furprifed ; and addrcfling Megaclesy Thefe people, 
laid he, are not fuch barbarians as we take them to be : let 
us try them before we condemn them (L). On liis return, 
he changed his refolution of attacking tiicm, and (hutting 
himfelf up in his intrenchments, waited for the arrival of the 
confederate troops. In the mean time, he ported rtrong 
guards along the river, to prevent the enemy from parting it,- 
and continually fent out fcouts to difeover the defigns, and 
watch the motions, of the conful. Some of thefe being taken 
by the advanced gpards of the Romansj the conful himfelf 
led them through his camp, and having (hewed them his 
army, fent them back to the king, telling them, that he had 
many other troops to (hew them in due time “J. 

Attach:! Lavinus being determined to draw the enemy to a battle 
RO'before Pyrrhus received the reinforcements he expected, ' 
mans. having harangued his troops, marched to the banks of,the 
Siriiy and there drawing up his infantry in batulia, ordered 

s Plut. ibid. Justin. 1 . xviii, c. 2. Pausan. inBceotic. , 


(L) Aurelius Victor ^ and Th- 
ruSf make Pyrrhus talk in a very 
different manner on this occa- 
fion, and altogether foreign to 
the purpofe. The firft tells us, 
that, at the fight of the Roman 
army, he cried out, 7 'hat his 
fate was like that of Hercules^ 
lince );e likewifeliad an hydra to 
encounter ; and Ftorus, that, 
when he faw the Roman troops, 
he complained of his being born' 
under tlic fame conftcllation wiih 
herculis, lince fo many eimmies, 
like the heads «f the el' 

Lerna, darted up out of their 
own blood. Cyneas, according 
to Plutarch, and not Pyrrhus, 
made this comparifon, adeer he 


had obferved how quickly the 
Roman army was recruited, and 
the legions filled up, notwith^ 
Handing the great lofs they had 
fuftained in the firft battle. On 
this occafion the refledlion of 
Cyneas was a very fenftble one, 
and the comparifon obvioQs and 
natural; but ic would have been 
highly abfurd, in the circumftan* 
ces in which the above-mention« 
ed authors fuppofe Pyrrhus to 
have made it, that is, before he 
had engaged the Romans, or 
gained any victory over them; 
for how could he then compare 
them to the hydra, whofe heads 
grew up as faft as Uerculu cut 
them off? 

the 
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the cavalry to file off, and march a great way about, in or¬ 
der to find a pafiage at fome place not defended by the enemy. 
Accordingly they pafled the river without being obferved, 
and falling upon the guards, which Pyrrhus had pofted on 
the banks over-againft the confular army, gave the infantry 
an opportunity of croffing the river on bridges, which Lavi- 
nus had prepared for that purpofe. But before they got over, 

Pyrrhus, haftening from his camp, which was at fome 
diftance from the river, hoped to cut the Roman army in 
pieces, while they were difordered with the difficulties of 
paffing the river, and climbing up the fteep banks. But the 
cavalry covering the infantry, and fianding between them 
and the Epirots, gave them time to form them ft Ives T)n the 
banks of the river. On the other hand, Pyrthus drew up 
his men as faft as they game from the camp, and performed 
fuch deeds of valour, that the Romans thought him worthy 
of the great reputation he had acquired. 

As the cavalry alone had hitherto engaged, Pyrrhus, who 
confided moft in his infantry, haftened back to the camp, in 
order to bring them to the charge : but took two precau¬ 
tions before he began the attack ; the firft was, to ride 
through the ranks, and Ihew himfelf to the whole army ; 
for his horfe having been killed under him in the firft onfet, 
a report had been I’pread that he was flain ; the fecond, was 
to change his habit and helmet with Megacles j for havingpyjrj^us 
been known in the engagement of the hojfe by the richnefi,// great 
of his attire aqd armour, many of the Romans had aimed at himdavger in 
in particular, fo that he was with the utmoft difficulty taken r/v begin- 
Vp and faved, after his horfe was killed under him. 7 'hus'"^s' of the 
difguifed, he led his phalanx againft Roman legions, and 
attacked them with incredible fury. Lavinus fuftained the 
ihock with great refolution, fo that the victory was for 
many hours warmly difputed. The Romans gave fcveral times 
way to the Epirots, and the Epirots to the Romans j but 
both parties rallied again, and wete brought back to the 
charge by their commanders. Megacles, in the attire and 
helmet Pyrrhus, was in all places, and well fupported the 
character he had affumed. But his difguife at laft proved fatal 
to him ; for a Roman knight, by name Dexter, raking him 
for the king, followed him wherc-ever he went, and having 
found an opportunity of difeha/gin^ •« bjojv at him, ftruck 
bftn dead on the fpot, ftript him of his heunet and armour, 
and carried them in triumph to the conful, who, by fliewing 
to the Epirots the fpoils of their king, i’o terrified them, that 
they began to give ground. But Pyrrhus, appearing bare¬ 
headed in the Aril files of his phalanx, and riding through 
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all the lines, undeceived his men, and infpired them with 
new courage. 

Bu/ at lajl 1 'h e advantage feemed to be pretty equal on both fides,' 
defeat t ihevthen Litvinus ordered his cavalry to advance ; which Pyr~ 
Komans. rhus obferviiig, drew up twenty elephants in the front of his 
army, with towers on their backs full of bowmen. The 
very fight of thofc dreadful animals chilled the bravery of the 
Romans, who had never before feen them. However, they 
Hill advanced, till their horfes, not being able to bear the 
fnicll of them, and frightened at the ftrangc noife they made, 
look head, and either threw their riders, or carried them oft' 
full fpeed in fpite of their utnioft efforts. In the mean time 
the atchers, difeharging fliowers of darts from the towers, 
wovujded feveral of the Romans in that confufion, while 
others weie tiod to death by the elephants. Notwithftanding 
the difoulcr of the cavalry, the legionaries flill kept their 
ranks, and could not be broken, till Pyrrhus attacked them 
in perfon, at the head of the Thejfalian horfe. '^I be onfet 
was fo furious, that they were fotced to yield, and retire in 
diforder. I'he king of Epirus reflrained the ardour of his 
troops, and would not fuffer them to purfue the enemy ; an 
elephant which had been wounded hy z Roman foldier, named 
Mitviccius, having caufed a great diforder in his army j this 
accident favoured the retreat of the Romans, and gave them 
time to repafs the river, and take refuge in Apulia ^ Dio- 
tiyfais Ilalicarnajfenfts makes the lofs of the Romans inthisfirft 
battle amount to fifteen thoufand men ; but Hieronymus, 
quoted by the fame hiftorian, reduces it to feven thoufand : 
according to the former, Pyrrhus loft thirteen thoufand; and 
four thoufand only, according to the latter. 'VheEpirot re¬ 
mained mafter of the field, and had the plcafiirc to fee the 
Wsvi^Iery Romans before him ; but the viftory coft him dear, a 
eojis him great nuinher of his beft officers and foldiers having been flain 
in the battle; whence he was heard to fay after the aeftion, 
that he was both conqueror and conquered ; and that if he 
gainer! fuch another vi(ftory, he fhould be obliged to return 
to Epirus alone (M) . 

His 

' Dion. Halicarnass. 1 . di. Plut. ibid. Eutrop. 1 . ii. 
Oros. 1 . iv. c. 2. 

(M) He was fo far from being at Tarentutn, he caufed this me- 
elated with the advantage he had morable in^ription to be in¬ 
got, that when he hung up the graved upon them; the words of 
fpoils lie had taken from the which, as they have been tranf- 
enemv, in the temple of Jupiter mitted to us in verfe, are. 
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His firft care, after the aftion, was to bury the dead, with 
which the plain was covered; and herein he made no di> 
ftind^ion between the Romans and his own Epirots. In view¬ 
ing the bodies of the former, he obferved, that none of them 
had received any diihonourable wounds ; that they had all 
fallen in the polls affigned them. Hill held their fwords in 
their hands, and Ihewed, even after their death, a certain 
martial air and hercenefs in their faces : and on this occallon 
it was, that he uttered thofc famous words ; O that Pyrrhus 
had Romans for his feldiers^ or the Romans Pyrrhus for their 
leader! Together^ iveftionlelJuhdue the whole worlds. 

The king of Epirus underilood the art of war too well, 
not to reap what advantage he could from his vidlory. He 
broke into, the countries in alliance witli the Romans like a 
torrent, plundered the lands of the republic, and made in- 
curiions even into the neighbourhood of Rome. Many cities Mid>'s 
opened their gates to him, and ina Ihort time he made him- himftlf 
felf mailer of the greatell part of Campania. While he 
in that fruitful province, fubfilling his troops there at the 
cxpencc of the Romans^ he was joined by the Samnitesy Lu~ 
caniansj and Mejfapians^ whom he had fo long expelled, 

After having reproached them for their delay, he gave them 
a good lharc of the fpoiis he had taken from the enemy; and 
having, by this means, gained their afFc£lions, he marched, 
without lofs of time, to lay fiege to Capua j but Ltsvinusy 
having already received a reinforcement of two legions, threw 
fome troops into the city, which obliged Pyrrhus to drop his 
defign, and leaving Capita^ to march llrait to Naples. 
Lavinus followed him, harafling his troops on their march; 
and at length, by keeping his army in that neighbourhood, 
forced him to give over all thoughts of making himfelf mailer 
of that important city. The king then, all on a fudden, 
took his route towaids Rome by tlie Lathi way, furpiifed 7^7^ . 
Pregella^ and marching through the country of the Herniciy gcllx. 
fat down before Prcenejle. There, from the top of an hill," 
he had the pleafure of feeing Rome ^ and is faid to have ad¬ 
vanced fo near the walls, that he drove .a cloud of dull into 
the city. But he was loon forced to reiirc, by the othci 

* Flor.T viji. . 

inmiSii ante fuere <viriy pater dptim: Olynipi, 
lloi tsf rgo inpttgna nJici, mQufqve furn ah vfdcm {^ ' 

A race unconquer’d I, great Jlavey o’erthrow . 

Vet, in the dubious fight, was conquer’d too, 

rUt. Ib:d. O'yf /. iv. i. 
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conful T. Coruncanius^ who, having reduced Hetruria^ was 
jutt then returned with his vi£);orious army to Rome^ The 
king of Epirus therefore, having no hopes of bringing the 
Hetrurians into his intereft, and feeing two confula'r armies 
Raifes ready to fall upon him, raifed the fiege of Praneffe, and 
% haftened back into Campania, where, to his great furprize, 
rznel e, found Lisvinus with a more numerous army than that 
which he had defeated on the banks of the 5 /m. The conful 
went to meet him, with a defign to try the fate of another 
battle, which Pyrrhus being unwilling to decline, drew up 
his army, and, to ftrike terror into the Roman legions, or¬ 
dered his men to beat their bucklers with their lances, and 
the leaders of the elephants to force them to make theit 
hideous noife. But the noife was returned with fuch an 
nniveifal ihout by the Romans, that Pyrrhus, thinking fo 
much alacrity on the part of the vanquifhed too fure a pro- 
gnoftic of vidtory, altered his mind, and pretending that the 
auguries were not favourable, retired to Tarentum, and put 
an end to the campaign *. 

While Pyrrhus continued quiet at Tarentum, he had 
time to refledl on the valour and condudl of the Romans ; 
which made him conclude, that the war, in which he was 
engaged, muft end in his ruin and difgrace, if not terminated 
by an advantageous peace. He was therefore overjoyed, when 
^he Ro- he heard that the fenatc had determined to fend an honour- 
mans yt'-'f/able embafl'y to him, not doubting, but their,errand was to 
fl«//iffi/^j(!^propofe terms of peace. He plcafed himfelf with the imagina- 
/otion of feeing thofe haughty republicans at his feet in a fup- 
pliant manner, and faying to them, with the air of a con¬ 
queror, I grant you peace. In full expe< 5 l:ation of this, he ’ 
fent Lycon the MoloJJian to w’ait for them, with a guard, 
on the frontiers of Tarentum ; and as they approached the 
city, went out in perfon to meet them, received them with 
all poflible marks of honour, and appointed them Ilately 
lodgings, commanding them to be plentifully fupplied, at the 
public cxpence, with all neceflaries. The emballadors were’ 
three men of diRinguifhed merit; to wit, Cornelius Dola- 
hclla, who was famous for t*>e fignal viftory he had gained 
over the Senones, the virtuous Fabricius, and Mmilius Papus, 
who had been hisyCfcllegtre-in the confulate two years before. 
When they were admitted to an audience, the only thing 
they demanded, was a furrendcr of the prilbners, either by 
W'ay of exchange, or at fuch a ranfom as (hould be agreed 
on ; for Pyrrhus, in the late battle, had made eighteen 


dejire an 
exchange 
of pti- 
faners. 


Plot. &Flor. ibid. Zonar. 1. viii. c. 4 . 
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hundred prifoners, moft of them Roman knights, and men 
tof diftin£tion in the republic. They had fought with great 
bravery, till their horfes, frightened with the roaring of the 
king’s elephants, had either thrown them, or obliged them 
to difmount ; by which unforefeen accident, they had fallen 
into the enemy’s hands. The fenate therefore, pitying the 
condition of thofe brave men, had determined, contrary to 
their cuftom, to redeem them. Pyrrhus was greatly fur- 
prifed and difappointed, when he found that they had no 
other propofals to make; but concealing his thoughts, he 
only anfwered, that he would confider of it, and let them 
know his refolution 

AccoRDI^^GLY he aflembled his council; but his chief 
favourites were divided in their opinions. Milo^ who com¬ 
manded in the citadel of Tarentum, was for coming to no 
compoHtion with the Romans ; but Cyneas, who knew his 
mailer’s inclination, propofed not only fending back the pri- 
Toners without ranfom, but difpatching an embafl’y to Rome^ 
to treat with the fenate of a lafting peace. His advice wasCyneas 
approved, and he himfelf appointed to go on that embaiTy.ylw/ to 
After thefe refulutions, the king acquainted the embafladors, Rome to 
that he intended to rcleafe the prifoners without ranfom, * 

lInCe he had already riches enough, and deiired nothing 
theif republic but her friendihip. Afterwards he had feveral 
private conferences with Fabricius^ whofe virtue he tried 
with mighty offers of riches and grandeur ; but finding him 
proof againft all temptations, he refolved to try, whether his 
intrepidity and courage were equal to his virtue. With tWs 
view, he caufed an elephant to placed behind a curtain in the 
hall, where he received the Roman embaflador. As Fabricius PyrrhusV 
had never feen one of thofe hearts, the king, taking a turn conference 
or two in the hall with him, brought him within the ele- 
phant’s reach, and then caufed the curtain to be drawn all°“^^“®* 
on a fudden, and that monftrous animal to make his ufual 
noife, and even lay his trunk on Fabricius*s head. But the 
Roman, without betraying the leart fear oir concern. 

Does the great king, faid he, with furprifing calmnefs, who 
could not ftagger me with his offers, think to frighten me 
with the braying of a heart? Pyrrhus, aftonifhed at his im- 
move^e conftancy, invited him to drne*wich him; and on 
this occafion it was that, the converfation turning upon the 
Bpicurean philofophy, Fabricius made that celebrated excla¬ 
mation ;. O that Pyrrhus, both for Rome’/ fake and his own, 
had placed his happinefs in the hoajied indolence of Epicurus! 

® Diom. Hal. Irgat. ^ Dion. Halzcar. ibid. 
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Every thingheard or faw of the Hemans^ in- 
creafed his eariieftnefs for peace. He fent for the three emr 
bafl'adors, releafed two hundred of the prifoners without 
ranfom, and fuffered the reft, on their parole, to return to 
J^ome to celebrate the Saturnalia^ <or feafts of Saturn, in 
their own families. Having by this obliging behaviour gained 
the good-will of the Roman embalTadors, he fent the famous 
Cyneas to Rome, almoft at the fame time that they left Ta~ 
renttm. The inftruftions he gave this faithful miniftcr, were, 
to bring the to grant thefe three articles: i. That 

the Tarentines ftiould be included in the treaty made with the 

king of Epirus. 2. That all the Greek cities in Italy ihould 
be fuffered to enjoy their laws and liberties. 3. That the 
republic ftiould reftore to the Samnites, Lucanians, and Bru- 
tians, all the places fhe had taken from them. Upon thefe 
conditions, Pyrrhus declared himfelf ready to forbear all fur- 
Cmeas’r hoftilities, and conclude a lafting peace. With thefe in- 
TTgotia- Cyneas fet out for Rome ; where, partly by his 

tions at eloquence, partly by rich prefents to the fenators, and their 

Rome, wives, he foon gained a good number of voices. When he 
was admitted into the fenate, he made an harangue worthy of 
a difciple of the great Demojihenes j after which, he read the 
covuliiiotis Pyrrhus propofed, and, with a great deal of ©lo-^ 
qucnce, endeavoured to ftiew the reafonablenefs and mode- ’ 
ration of his raafter's demands, asking leave for Pyrrhus to 
come to Rome to conclude and fign the treaty. The fenators 
were generally inclined to agree to Pyrrhus'^ terms; but ne¬ 
ver thelefs, as fcvcral fenators were abfent, the determination 
of the affair was poftponed to the next day, when j 4 ppius 
Claudius, the greateft orator, and moft learned civilian in 
Rome, old and blind as he w’as, caufed himfelf to be carried 
to the fenate, where he had not appeared for many years ; 
and there, partly by his eloquence, partly by his authority, 
fo prepoflefled the minds of the fenators againft the king of 
Epirus, and the conditions he off'ered, that, when he had 
done fpcaking, the confeript fathers unaninioufly pafled a 
decree, the fubftance of which was, that the war with Pyr¬ 
rhus fhould be continued i that his embaflador ftiould be fent 
back that very day j that the icing of Epirus ftiould not be 
permitted to come^to^Rome and that they fhould acquaint 
hise mbaflador, l^bat Rome would enter into no trdity, of 
peace with his mafter, till he had left Italy *. 

* Plot. ibid. Ennius apud Cic. in Cat. MaJ, 
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CytuaSf furprifed at the anfwer given him, left jRme thcThe Ro- 

lame day, and returned to Tarentum, to acquaint the king mans ;r. 

■'Vith the final refolution of the fenate. Pyrrhus^ on hearing/*j/e to en- 

it, admired the conftancy and intrepidity of a conquered peo- « 

pie, who fpoke the language of conquerors; and having afked 

Cyneas his opinion of the Icnate, into which he had been 

troduccd, Aat minifter told him, that the fenate feemed to^^“j^^ 

him an afembly of kings, whofe appearance filled the fpedla- ^ 

tors with awe and reverence. This anfwer greatly increafed 

the efteem Pnrhus had for the Romans : he would have 
0 * 

willingly concluded a peace with them upon honourable 
terms; but, as the conditions they ofiered were not by any 
means confifient with the reputation of his arms, he began, 
without lofs of time, to make all due preparations for the 
next campaign. On the other hand, the Romans having 
raifed to th^ confulate P. Sulpicius Saverrio, and P. Decisis 
Mus^ difpatched them both into JpultOy whete they found 
Pyrrhus encamped near a little town called Afculum, There 
the confuls, joining their armies, fortified themfelves at the 
foofof the Apennines^ having between them and the enemy 
a large deep fiream, which divided the plain. Both armies 
'continued a great while on the oppofite banks, before cither 
ventured to pafs over to attack the other. The Epirots being 
informed, that the father and grandfather of the conful 
Decius had, by devoting themfelves to the Dii Manes^ gained 
vi£f ories when every thing threatened the total defeat of their 
troops, believed! that the Decii tranfmitted, fiom father to 
fon, fome unaccountable art of necromancy, whereby they 
fecured the vidory to their patty, whenever they loft their 
lives in the battle. This vain apprehenfion filled the Epirots 
with terror j and Pyrrhus^ to deftroy fo dangerous a pre- 
poftelfion, fent a mefienger to Decius^ acquainting him, that/f/V me/* 
if he attempted to devote himfelf, he fhould find the Epirot^/age to 
upon their guard, and refolved not to put him to death, but decius 
to take him alive, and that the moft cruel punifhmentslhould^^^ 
be infliiled upon him as an irapoftor after the battle. 
this meflage, the confuSi returned the following anfwer ‘ 
Pyrrhus is not fo formidable an enemy, as to reduce us to 
wpedients, which we make ufe of only in the greateft and 
inevitable dangers. To flicw hpw littie jv^fear him, we 
offer him his choice, cither 1b pafs the river unmolcfted, or 
to fufFer us to do fo: we lhall then try in the open field, and 
upon equal terms, which of us lhall have need of employing 
extraordinary methods to gain the victory. 

The king could not, in point of honour, decline the 
challenge; .and therefore chofc to continue where he was, 

VoL. X. • fl . and 
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ahd let the Romans crofs the ftream ; which they did accord- 
inglyi and drew up in the plain. On the other handv Jpy^* 
Botl^ ar- placed his men likewife in order of battle in the fame 
tnies fre- plain } and all the antients do him the juftice to fay, that no 
pare for a commander ever underftood better the art of drawing up an 
general en-2xihY<t and diredfing its motions. In the right wing he placed 
gagement. his EpiretSy and the Samnites, in his left the JLucanianty 
BrutianSy and Saltminesy and his phalanx in the centre. The 
centre of the Roman army confided of four legions, which 
were to engage the enemy’s phalanx; on their wings were 
poded the light-armed auxiliaries, and the Roman horfe. 
Theconfuls, in order to guard their troops againd the .fury 
of the elephants, had prepared chariots, armed with long 
points of iron in the diape of forks, and dlted with foldiers 
carrying firebrands, w'hich they were direiJled to throw at 
the elephants, and by that means frighten tl^m, and fet 
their wooden towers On fire. Thefe chariots were poded 
over-againd the king’s elephants, and ordered not to dir tilt 
they entered upon a«!^ion. I'o this precaution the Roman 
generals added another, which was, to dire6l a body of 
Hans to attack Pyrrhus's camp in the heat of the engage¬ 
ment, in order to force it, or at lead draw off part of 
The lattlethe enemy’s troops to defend it. At length the attack began, 
of Afeu- both parties being pretty equal in number; for each of .therh 
him. confided of about forty thoiifand men. The phalanx fudain- 
ed, for a long time, the furious onfet of the legions with in¬ 
credible bravery ; but at length being forced to give way, 
Pyrrhus commanded his elephants to advance, but not on the 
fide where the Romans bad poded their chariots j they march¬ 
ed round, and, falling upon the Roman horfe, foon put them 
into confufion. Then the phalanx, returning with freih 
courage to the charge, made the Roman legions in their turn 
give ground. On this occafion Decius was killed, fb that 
one conful only was left to command the two Roman armies. 
But while all things feemed to fevour Pyrrhnh 
Apuliansy which we have mentioned a^ve, falling uncx- 
pc£iedly on the camp of the ppWotSy obliged the king, to 
difpatch a drong detachment to defend his intrenchments. 
Upon the departure of the.e troops, fome of the EpirotSj 
imagining that^rhp oamp was taken, began to lofe courage, 
and retire j thofe who were nejfl to them followed tbeit ex- 
The Epi- ample; and in afhort time the whole army gave way, Pyr- 
rots give rAui having attempted feveral times in vain to rally his forces, 
•may. returned to the charge with a fmall number of his friends, 
and the mod courageous of his ofEcers. With thefe he 
fudained the fury ef the vi^orious legions, and covered the 

I retreat 
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retreat of his own men. But being, after a moft gallant be> 
haviour, dangeroufly wounded, retired at laft with his Pyrrhus iV 
fmall band in good order, leaving the Romant mailers of x\\tdangerouJif 
fields As the fun was near fetting, the Ramans being ex- •wwnded^ 
tremely fatigued, and a great number of them wounded, the 
conful Sulpidus, not thinking it advifeable to pUrfue the 
enemy, founded a retreat, repaiTed the llream, and brought 
his troops back to the camp (K). Suipicius appeared in the 
field of battle the next day, with a defign to bring the Epirots 
to a fecond engagement; but finding they had withdrawn iit 
the night to Tarenttm^ he likewife retired, and put his troops 
into winter-quarters in Apulia 

Both armies continued quiet in their quarters during 
winter ; but early in the fpring took the field anew. The 
Ramans were commanded this year by two men of great fame, 
whom they had raifed to the confulate the fecond time: thefe 

r pLvt. BtON. Hati FtOat Justih. ibid* 


(N) Hifiorians give us very 
different accounts of the battle of 
Afculum. Plutarchf who wiU 
have it to have been a double 
adlion^ relates it thus: Pyrrhus, 
fays he, was pent up in a place, 
where the cavalry could not be 
of any ufe ; and could not bring 
up his elephants, the ground being 
very marlhy. In this difadvan- 
tageous poll many of his men 
were killed, and more wounded; 
fo that ni^t alone, which put 
an end to the battle, faved him 
from an intire defeat. The next 
day the king, to retrieve his re¬ 
putation, took poiTeffion of a 
snore even ground, where he 
placed his elephants. Early in 
the morning, Iwving feized thofe 
narrow pafles, which had proved 
fatal to his army the day before, 
he drew up his men in the plain, 
poftinga gi:eat number of archers 
and pik^en among his ele¬ 
phants. In rills order he ad¬ 
vanced towards the enemy, and 
charged the Roman ttoops wirii 


incredible fury. The legions 
fought a long time with great 
bravery; but at length, not ^ing 
able to withftand the elephants, 
betook themfelves to flight (6). 
On the other hand, Eutropius 
tells us, that the Romans gained 
a complete vi£^ry j that Pyrrhus 
loft his elephants in the a£li‘on, 
and was obliged, though wounds 
ed, to fly to ‘Tarentum, to avoid 
falling into the enemy's handsfy). 
But his account is contradided 
by other hiftoriansi Dionyfius 
HaUcamafftrfis, as quoted by 
Plutarch, fays, that there was 
but one batrie fought near the 
city of Afcnlumi that the fuc- 
cefs of mis great a^on was 
doubtful ; that Pyrrhus was 
wounded in the arm with a fpear i 
and that his baggage was plun- 
^dered ty^ Samnitet. The 
*i^e author makes Pyrrhus, on 
this occafion, give that fiunout 
anfwer to one, who congratu¬ 
lated him on his l4&ory. Such 
another eaouldundo me 


(6) Pht, in PyrrhOt (7} £«mp. /. is. (8) Dm. Sol. U ilL 
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were the celebrated C, Fabrtcius, and Mmlius Papus ; 
who no fooner arrived in Apulia^ than they led their 
troops into the territory of Tarentum, Pyrrhus, who had 
• received confiderable reinforcements from Epirus, met them 
near the frontiers, and encamped at a fmali diftance from the. 
Roman army. While the confuls were waiting here for a 
^he favourable opportunity to give battle, a melfenger from 
phyjtcian Nicias, the king’s phyfician, delivered a letter to Fabricius ; 
offers to wherein the traitor offered to take off his mafter by poifon, 
poifoH his provided the conful would promife him a reward proportion- 
majler. greatnefs of the fcrvice. The virtuous Roman, 

being filled with horror at the bare propofal of fuch a crime, 
immediately communicated the aft'air to bis collegue ; who 
readily joined with him in writing a letter to Pyrrhus ^ 
wherein they warned him, without difeovering the criminal, 
to take care of himfelf, and be upon his guard againff the 
treacherous defigns of thofe about him. The letter was 
The confuls couched in the following terms: “ C, Fabricius, and ^ Mmi- 
letter to Hus, confuls, to king Pyrrhus, health. You are unhappy 
the king on both in the choice of your friends and enemies. This letter 
ibis occa~ will fatisfy you, that the former are the worft of men, and 
Jion. the latter perfons of honour and probity. You are betrayed, 
Pyrrhus ; and the man who ought to be the moft faithful to 
you, offers to poifon you. We give you this information, 
not to obtain favour from you, but fearing left we fhould be 
fufpefled of confenting to an afiaflination, which we deteff 
and abhor. We do not dcfire to end the war by fecret and 
iticked attempts, but openly, and with our fwords Pyr¬ 
rhus, out of a deep fenfe of gratitude for fo great a benefit, 
releafed immediately, without ranfom, all the prifoners he 
had taken. But the Romans, difdaining to accept either a 
favour from an enemy, or a recompence for not committing 
the blackcfi treachery, declared, that they would not receive 
their prifoners, but by way of exchange ; and accordingly 
fent to Pyrrhus an equal number of Samnite and Tartntim 
prifoners 

Cyncas Es the king of Epirus grew every day more weary of a 
fent a yi’-war, which he feared would end in his difgrace, he fent 
cottd time Cyneas a fecond time to Rome, to try whether he could, with 
to Koine, his artful harang*'.ca, prevail jipon the confeript fathers to 
hearken to an accommodation, upon fuch terms as were con- 
fiffent with his honour. But the embaffador found the fena*. 
tbrs fteady in their former refolution, and determined not to 

* pLUT. ibid. & audit, de vir. illuft. Gellius nocl. Attic. Senec. 
epill. 120. Bvtrop. 1 . ii. * Plvt. ibid, ic £vtrop. 1 . 
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enter into a treaty with his mafter till he bad left Itafy^ and 
withdrawn from thence all his forces. This gave the king 
great uneaflnefs ; for he had already loft moft of his veteran 
troops, and beft officers, and was fenfible that he fhould lofe 
the reft, if he ventured another engagement. While he was 
revolving thefe melancholy thoughts in his mind, cmbalTadors 
arrived at his camp from the Syracuftans. Agrigentines, and. 
Leontines^ imploring the affiftance of his arms to drive out 
the Carthaginians y and put an end to the troubles which 
threatened their refpeftive ftates with utter deftrudiion. Pyr- Pyrrhus 
rhusy who wanted only fome honourable pretence to \&^vtfets fail for 
Italy y laid hold of this ; and, appointing Milo governor of Sicily. 
Tartntumy with a ftrong garifon to keep the inhabitants in 
awe during his abfence, let fail for Sicily with thirty thoufand 
foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe, on board a fleet 
of two hundred fhips. We have elfewhere related at length 
the great fuccefs that attended him at firft in Sicily ; but 
the face of his affairs foon changed there likewife. The Si- 
cilianSy difgufted at the refolution he had taken of paffing 
over into Africa, and much more at the enormous exadtions 
and extortions of his minifters and courtiers, had fubmitted 
partly to the Carthaginiansy and partly to the Mamertlnes, 

When Carthage heard of this change, new troops were 
raifed all over Africa, and a numerous army fent into Sicily, 
to recover the cities which Pyrrhus had taken. 

As the Sicilians daily dclertcd from hlm^ in crouds, he 
was no way fti a condition, with his Epirots alone, to with- 
ftand fo powerful an enemy ; and therefore when deputies 
came to him from the Tarentinesy Sqmnitesy Brutian^, and 
Lucaniansy reprefenting to him the Ioffes they had fuftained 
fince his departure, and remonftrating, that, without his 
affiftance, they muft fall a facrifice to the Romans, he laid 
hold of that opportunity to abandon the ifland, and return to 
Italy, His fleet was attacked by that of Carthage, and his Returns to 
army, after their landing, by the Mamertines, as we have Italy, 
related in the hiftory of Syracufe '. But Pyrrhus having, by 
his heroic bravery, efcaped all danger, marched along the 
fea-fbore, in, order to reach Tarentum that way. As he 
pafled through the country of the Lecrians, who had not 
long before maffacred the tro^s he ha^li i^ t there, he not 
only cxercifed all forts of cruelty on the inhabitants, but 
plundered the temple of Proferpine, to fupply the wants of 
his army. The immenfe riches which he found there, were, 
by his order, fent to Tarentum by fea ; but the fhips that 

} Vide vol. viii. p. 86. ^ IbU. p. 88, 89. 
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carried them being dalhed againft the rocks by a tempeft* 
and the mariners all loft, this proud prince being convinced, 
fays Livy that the gods were not imaginary beings, caufed 
all the treafure, which the fea bad thrown upon the fhore, 
to be carefully gathered up, and replaced in the temple { 
|iay, to appeafe the wrath of the angry goddefs, he put all 
thofe to death who had advifed him to plunder her temple, 
However, fuperftition made the antients aferibe to this a^ of 
impiety all the misfortunes which afterwards befel that un-* 
happy prince. 

Arrives at Pyrrhus at length arrived at Tarentum ; but of the army 
Taren- he had carried into Sieilyy he brought back into Italy only 
three thoufand horfe, and not quite twenty thoufand foot \ 
a fmall body indeed to cope with two confular armies ! He 
therefore reinforced them with the beft troops he could raife 
in the countries of the Samniiesy Lucanians, and Brutians 3 
and hearing that the two new confuls, Curius DentatuSy and 
Cornelius LentuluSy had divided their forces, the one in¬ 
vading LucamOy and the other Samniumy he likewife divided 
his army into two bodies, marching with the choice of his 
'Jttaeis Epirets againft Dentatus^ in hopes of furprifing him in his 
Curius camp near Beneventum, But the conful, having notice of 
Dentatus |jjg approach, wfent out of his intrenchments, with a ftrong 
»M#-Bene-jgf^chment of legionaries, to meet him ; repulfed his van- 
ventujji. guard, put many of the Eptrots to the fword, and took 
fome of their elephants. Curiusy encouraged with this ftrft; 
fuccefs, marched his army into the Tqurafwn fields, and 
drew it up in a plain, which was wide enough for his troops, 
but too narrow for the Epirot phalanx, the phalangites being 
fo crouded, that they could not handle their arms without 
difficulty. But the king’s eagernefs to try hb ftrength and 
skill with fo renpwned a commander, made hina engage at 
that great difadvantage. Upon the ftrft fignal the a^ion 
began, and one of the king’s wings giving way, the vidlory 
feemed to incline to the Ejtmans. But that wing where the 
king fought in perfon, repulfed the enemy, and drove them 
back quite to their intrenchments. This advantage was in 
great part owing to th6 elephants; which Curius perceiving, 
commanded a corps de referve, which he had pofted near tlw 
camp, to advanqq. and fall upon the elephants. Thefe car¬ 
rying burning torches in one hand, and their fwords in the 
other, threw the former at the elephants, and v«nth the 
latter defended themfelves againft their guides ; by which 
means they were both forced to give way, The ele^dunts, 


f Liv. 1 . xxix. c. iBf 
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behg put tQ flight) brolce into thi? phalanx, clofe si it was, »*ff- 

and there caufed a general diforder } which was increafed by <*- 

a remarkable accident: for it is faid, that a young elcphant^^<’<^- 
being wounded, and thereupon making a dreadful^ noife, the ^ 
mother, quitting her rank, and haftening to the afliftanceof 
her young one, put thofe, who ftill kept their ranks, into 
the utmoft confulion. But, however that be, it is certain, 
that the Romam obtained at laft a complete viftory * (O^. K,y>rsJ 

Pyrrhus^ being noway in a condition, after the great lof*//*? retins 
he hdd fuftained, to keep the held, retired to Tq^entumyto Tareu> 
attended only by a fmall boay of horfe, leaving the iStf-turns 
mam in full pofleffionof his camp; which they fo much ad> 
mired, that they made it ever after a model to form theirs 
by. And now the king of Epirus refolved to leave Italy as 
foon as pohible ; but concealed his defign, and endeavoured 
to keep up the drooping fpirits of his allies, by giving them 
hopes of fpeedy fuccours from Greece. Accordingly he di- 
fpatched embairadors into Mtolioy lllyricumy and Macedony 
demanding fupplies of men and money. But the anfwers 
from thole courts not proving favourable, he forged fuch as 
might pleafe thofe whom he was willing to deceive ; and by 
this means fupported the courage of his friends, and kept his 
enemy in play. When he could conceal .his departure no 
lo’nger, he pretended to be on a fiidden in a great palTion at 
the dilatorinefs of his friends in fending him fuccours; and 
acquainted the Tarentinesy that he mud go and bring them 
over himfeU However, he left behind him a ftrong ga- 
rifon in the citadel of Taretitum, under the command of the 
fame Alik who had kept it for him during his day in Sicily* 

* Plut. in Pyrrh. Pau.san. 1 . i. p. 22. Justix. I. xxiii. 

C. 3. i<iv. 1 . xxix. c. 18. piON. PIal. in excerpt, p. 542. 

(O) OroJiHS (9) ^xAEtttropius twenty thoufand. All writers 
(i) tell us, that Pyrrhus\ army agree, that CuHus took twelve 
confided of fourfeore thoufand hundred prifoners, and eight ele>- 
foot, and fix thoufand horfe, in- pliants. ^iiis vidtory, which 
eluding his Epirote and allies; was tlie molt decifive Rome had 
whereas the confular army was ever gained, brought all Italy 
fcarce twenty thoufand men under fubje^on, and paved the 
firong. Thofe who exaggerate^ way &r«£l}£fe vaft conquclis, 
the lung’s lofs fay, that the* which afterwards made the Ro~ 

number of the flain on his fide mans mailers of the whole known 

amounted to thirty thouiand world, 

men; but others reduce it to 

(9) ^ C*) 

H 4 Ill 
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In'^order to keep this governor in his duty, he is faid tohave 
made him a - very ftrange prcfent, to wit, a chair covered 
with the skin of Nicias, the treacherous phyfician, who had 
offered Fabricius to poifon his matter f. After all thefe 
thence *»^«difguifes and precautions, Pyrrhus at latt fet fail for Epirus^ 
ts (^n arrived fafe at Acroceraunlum with eight thoufand foot, 
mmtons, hundred horfe, after having fpent, to. no purpofe, 

fix years in Italy and Sicily B. 

On his return, he found his treafures exhaufted, and his 
people difeouraged. To retrieve therefore his reputation, 
and make his troops fome amends for the hardfhips they had 
futtered in Italy^ he refolved to invade Macedon^ where An^ 
iigonus Gonatasj who had refufed to fend him any fuccours, 
then reigned j and, being reinforced with fome companies of 
Jilries ravaged the country, took many cities, overthrew 

hmfilf -^ntigQnus in a pitched battle; and notwithftanding that prince 
pifijlir of I'^ad a great many Gauls in his pay, Pyrrhus drove him from 
ell Mace- place to place, and at length made himftlf matter of the 
don. whole kingdom of Macedon *’ (P). 

Antigo- AntigonuSy after his defeat, had retired to Thejfalonieay with 
nus re- the remains of his fliattered army, intending to wait there 
duced to for a favourable opportunity of recovering his kingdom. 
greet But Ptolemy the fon of Pyrrhus y a prince who almoft equalled 
f’’lights father in bravery, though at that time but twenty-two 

Ptolemy yea,-5 of age, purfued the unhappy Antigonus to his retreat, 
/.7f /w/ of fword the few troops he had with him, made him- 

I jrr us. matter of TljcJfalonica y and reduced the kinj,;of Macedon 
to fuch ftreights, that he had no place to retire to in bis mif- 
fortunes but the forefts ^ 

llis expe- It was natural for PyrrhuSy after thefe conquetts, which 

’’’to had both enriched and incrcafed his army, to return to the 

Pelopon- afjiftance of the TarentineSy and his allies ill Italy. But his 
Bcfus, 


f ZotfAR. 1 . viii. c. 7. B Plut. ibid. Justin. I. xxv. c. 3. 

Pausan. in Attic, p. 11. See vol, ix. p. 104, 105, * Justin. 
1. xxv. c 3. See vol. ix. p. 105. Plut. ibid, Diooor. SicvL. 
1 . xxii. m excerpt, Valesii, p. 266. 


(P) After the vidlory which MoloiTians, confecrates to the Ito- 
Jic gained over Antigonus^ he nian Minerva thefe bucklers of 
hung up the fpoiI%«<sf tlte Gauls f the fierce Gauls, after having de- 
jn the temple of Fallas of Itonloy feated the •whole army of Anti- 
0 fmall city between Phera and gonus. ^he defeendents of iSacus 
larifidf with the following in- are fill the famey brave and 
fcfiptlOn; Pyrrhus, king of the valiant (2). • 

(2) Plut. ibid, ^ Paufan,in tittic.f, Ji, X 2 , 

incon* 
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^nconftancy, or rather the fear Ke was in of the , made 

him take another courfe. New enemies, and new hopes, 
drew him into Pihponnefus^ whither he took with him his 
two fons, Ptolemy and Helenus^ inftead of leaving at Icaft one 
of them in Macedonia to keep that country in awe, and watch 
the motions of Antigonui. He had been invited thither by 
CUonymus king of Sparta^ who, being driven from his capital 
by Areas, his ambitious nephew, and by the intrigues of his 
wife Chelidonis, had recourfe to Pyrrhus, whofe vidtories had 
made him famous all over Greece^ Tlie king, who was ever 
palling from one enterprize to another, readily complied 
with the rcquell; of Cleonymus, and taking with him five-ancl- 
twenty thoufand foot, two thoufand horfe, and twelve ele¬ 
phants, entered Peloponnefus, not fo much with a defign to 
re-eftablilh Cleonymus, as to make himfelf mafter of all Greece, 

But the obftinate rcfiftance he met with at Lacedeemon, not 
only from the men, but alfo from the women, who, on that 
occafion, behaved like true heroines, obliged him to drop this 
enterprize, as we have related at length in the hiftory of the 
Lacedamonians^. He had fcarce rcfolved with himfelf to 
retire from before Lacedeemon, when a new projeif made 
• him liaften his departure, in order to try his fortune in an¬ 
other quarter. 

Xrijlippus and Ariflias, two of the principal citizens oiHis expe^ 
Argos, having excited a great fedition in that city, the iox-dittcn a~ 
mer, to make good his party agvainlt his rival, had drawn 
Antigonus into*liis intereft ; which was enough for the latter 
to call Pyrrhus to his afliftance. The king was overjoyed 
the arrival of an exprefs from Arijlias, inviting him to en¬ 
gage in a new war 5 and dcfpifing Antigonus, who had already 
recovered great part of Maceden, he drew off from Laceda- 
mon, and haifened to Argos. But Areus, having timely notice 
of his departure, concealed his troops in the moll; diiHculc 
paffes, and having fuffered the advanced guard of the Epirot 
army, commanded by Pyrrhus, to march by, fell unexpedled- 
ly on the rear, and cut off a great number of the Gauls and 
Molojfians, who compofed it. Hereupon Pyrrhus detached 
his fon Ptolemy to their relief 5 but the young prince, fuffer- ///j fon 
ing himfelf to be hurried on by his too great courage, was Ptolemy 
killed in the engagement by one Orafus ^Cretan, The \dngkilled. 
being informed cf his fon’s deafli, which alh;£ted him in a 
very fenfible manner, fuddcnly faced about, and falling upon 
the Lacedecmonian cavalry, who, under the command of 
Evalcus, an officer of great reputation, had imprudently ad- 

Sec vol. vii. p. 126, Sc feq. 
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vanced into the plain, made a great havocic of thofe troops. 
He was always dreadful in battles} but on this occafion, when 
grief, and the defire of revenge, inflamed bis natural ardof» 
Pyrrhus he even furpafled himfelf. He Tingled out Evalcus in the 
rivenges throng, and breaking through the troops that furrouiided him, 
his death, killed him on the fpot at the flrft blow. Tiie death of To brave 
a man dilbeartened the Latedarnoniam^ who now began to 
give ground. On the other hand the EpirotSy being animated 
by the example of their king, purfued the advantage with 
fuch ardor, that the enemy were put into the utmolt confu> 
iion, and at length obliged to fave themfelves by a diforderly 
flight, after having loll the greateft part of their cavalry. 
After this vi< 5 iory, when the dead body of hb Ton was brought 
to him, he exprefled the deepeft concern ; but at the fame 
time feerned to blame him on account of his too great bold- 
nefs, faying, I am not at all furprifed that my fon has lojl his 
life j I did not expeit he would have lived fo long, 

Pyrrhus having thus revenged the death of Ptolemy with 
Qi Lacedamonian blood, puriiied his march to y/rg^r, 
and arriving bHbrc that city, encamped in an advantageous 
fituation, at a fmall diilance from Antigonusy who was come 
Challenges thither before him. I'lie next morning he fent an herald to« 
Antigo- AntigonuSj challenging him to a ilngle combat : but that 
nus to a prince returned him the following apfwer j ^Pyrrhus is tired 
Jingle com- qJ‘ }jg ways enough to put an e^ to it. The 

inhabitants of Argos feeing two foreign kings ready to engage 
at their gates, and not doubting but the conqueror would feiac 
on their city, and from a free people reduce them to a ftate 
of ilavery, lent embaffadors to both princes, intreating them 
to withdraw their forces, and fuffer the citizens to compofe 
their differences by themfelves. Antigonus readily confented 
to this propufal, and, to convince them that he had no defign 
upon tiicir city, delivered up his fon to them as an hoftage. 
Pyrrhus likewife promifed to retire ; but, as be offered no 
fecurity for the performance of his promife, the Argians 
Attempts began to fufpedi him of iuHneerity ; ^d indeed not wiffiout 
/0 make tcafon, the fui^ious Artfiias having agreed to open one of the 
himjllf gates to him that very night, and put him in pdfeiEon of the 
mojler of city. The traitor kept hii word, opening the gate in the 
^rgos. dead of the night ,^and conveying a body of Pyrrhus\GauU 
into the marketplace, whith was in the centre of the city, 
without being discovered by any of Ariflippus'% party. But 
Pyrrhus not thinking that body fufficient to make head 
againff the citizens, ordered his elephants to advance, with a 
defign to draw them up likewife in the market-place. But 
it unfortunately happened;^ that the gate, which was delivered 
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up to Pyrrhus^ was not high enough for the elef^ants to pa(s 
with their towers on their backs; fo that it was necefTary to 
take them off, and replace them, after they had entered the Enters 
city. As this could not be efFedted in the dark without fome Argos, 
noife, the Argiam hearing it, ran to arms, and finding the 
enemy polled in the centre of the city, fled to the fortrefs, 
and from thence fent melTengers to Antigmts, preiling him 
to advance without lofs of time to their ailillancc. He im> 
mediately marched up to the walls, and ordered his Ton 
Aleieneus to enter the city at the head of his beft troops. In 
this critical jun« 9 :urc, Areut king of Lacedamn arrived likc- 
wife at Argos with a thoufand Lacedamnians, and the fame 
number of Cretans ; and joining the Macedonians^ charged 
the Gauls with the utmoft fury, and threw them into diforder. 

Pyrrhus haftened to their relief with a body of Molojfums ; 
but the darknefs and confufion were fu great, that he could 
neither be heard nor obeyed. 

The fight lafted all night, and at break of day the fireets 
appeared covered with dead bodies, and llrcaming with blood, 
the Macedonians^ Argians, Cretans, Epirots, Gauls, and 
IfOctdeemonians, having fought all pell-mell in the dark, with- 
' nut diftinguifhing their friends from their foes. Pyrrhus vf2is Attends 
not,a little furprifed to fee the city filled with the enemy’s^® 
troops; and imagining all was loft, thought of nothing but 
a timely retreat. As he was under fome apprehenfiun, with 
rcfpcift to the gates of the city, which were too narrow, he 
fent orders tf) his fon Helmut, whom he had left without 
with the main body of the army, to make a large breach in 
the wall, and be ready to cover his retreat, in cafe he ftiould 
be overpowered by the enemy. But the perfon he font to his 
fon mifunderftanding his orders, delivered a quite contrary 
meflage j in confequence of which, Helmut, inftead of 
making a breaclr in the wall, drew out the flower of his 
troops, and attempted to get in at die gate, in order to aflift 
bis father. But the palTage being ftopt up by an elephant of 
an enormous fiTie, and the Argians crouding about the gate 
to prevent Helenas from entering it, a (harp engagement 
enfiied, in which great numbers were killed on both fides. 

At length Helmut, fearing left his father might be in danger, 
forced his paftage through the tiuckeft ^fj^e enemy’s ranks, 
and made way for the reft of his forces to ^low him* But 
he had fcarce* got in, when he met his father, furrounded Put isfur^. 
by the enemy on all udes, and fighting his way through them, rounded on 
jn order to retire by the fame gate out of ^e city, which \gt 9 tt all fides, 
ipould no lon^r hold, moft of his men being either killed or 
DTOuiidedt The troops which Hflams led, were fo thronged 

under 
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under the gate, that they wounded one ano^er with their 
arms, and fo obftrudted the paflage, that it was itnpoflible 
for Pyrrhus to get through them. He often cried aloud to 
them to retire, and clear the way; but his voice not being 
heard iiv that noife and confufion, they ftill continued to ad¬ 
vance, prefling upon one another, and putting the few troops- 
that were wi'h the king in great diforder. Hereupon Pyrrhus 
pulling off his diadem, to prevent his being known, faced 
about, aj)d cliarged the enemy with the utmoft fury. While 
he was thus fighting in the croud, and making a great flaughter 
of the enemy, a common foldicr of Argos attacked and 
wounded him with his javelin. Hereupon the king, inflamed 
at the fight of his blood, flew at the aggrelTor with a rage 
not to be exprefled, and was ready to make him pay dear 
for his boldncfs ; but the mother of the Argian, who, with 
other women, beheld the combat from the top of an houfe, 
being alarmed at the imminent danger of her fon, threw 
dow'n a tile, the firft thing flie laid hold of, upon Pyrrhus^ 
which, falling upon his head, gave him fuch a blow, that he 
daggered awhile, and fell fenfelefs to the ground ; which one 
'Aopyrus a Macedonian obferving, and knowing who he was, 
dragged him into a porch, and there with a trembling hand 
avd killed, off his head, and carried it to Alcioneus, who rode full 
Year of fp^cd with it to his father Antigenus, and threw it down at 
the flood iijg fggj. prince reflecting on the inftability of human 

Bef°"chr viciffitude of fortune, fevercly rebuked^ his fon 

* for thus infulting over the remains of fo greaf a man j and, 
taking up the head, covered it with his own garment, and 
caufed it to be honourably interred *. 

Ills cha- Such was the end of Pyrrhus, a prince to whom the title 
raBer. of a great captain isjuftjy due, fince he was fo highly efteem- 
ed by the Romans themfclves, and by a perfon the moft 
worthy to be credited, with relation to the merit of a war¬ 
rior, and the befl; qualified to form a right judgment in that 
particular. For Livy tells us that Hannibal, when asked by 
Seipie, who, in his opinion, were the greateft generals in 
the world, named Alexander in the firft place, Pyrrhus in the 
iecond, and himfelf in the third (Qj. All the antients tell 

us, 

* Plut. ibid.* 2 A^-ifcTVfAX. 1 . v. c. i. PAVSAN.in Attic, p. 12. 
Justin. 1 . xxv. c. 5. See alfo vol. ix. p. 106. ” Liv, 

I. XXXY. C. 14. 

(Qb.) Plutarch, in his life of great commanders in the nuorld* 
Pyrrhus, relates this matter in a Pyrrhus moas the firft, bothfor ex~ 
different way. His words are, perience and capacity', thefeconi 
Hannibal /aid, that of all the place he gave to Scipio ; and rr- 

• Jerved 
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U6, that no general underftood the art of war better than the 
king of Epirus^ who learnt them by principles and rules, as 
well as byufeand experience, and is iaid to have written Cevcral 
volumes on encampments, and the different ways of drawing^ 
up an army (R)< 


ferved the third for him/elf as 
nue halve ehferved in the life of 
Scipio. We do not difpute what 
Plutarch may have faid in the 
laft-mcntioned work, which has 
not reached our times; but only 
obferve, that in the life of Pla- 
mnius he relates the opinion of 
Hannibal otherwife than he does 
in the life of Pyrrhus. 7 his ge¬ 
neral I fays he, in the life of Fla- 
minius), and Scipio Africanus, 
had an interview at Ephclus; 
and the converfation turning upon 
this queftion^ Who were the great- 
ejl generals? Hannibal named 
Alexander in the fit ft place, I’yr- 
liius in the fecondf and himfelf in 
the third. Scipio is here exclu¬ 
ded, whereas he is the fecond in 
tlie life of Pyrrhus, where no 
mention is made of Alexander. 

likewile givgs us an account 
of this conference, and exaftly 
agrees with Vlutarch in the life 
of Flaminius {3): for, according 
to him, Hannibal gave the hrii; 
place to Alexander, the fecond to 
Pyrrhus, and the third to him- 
felf: whereupon Scipio, feeing 
himfelf excluded, faid, with a 
fmile. And what place would you 
clam,bad you enter come me? Had 
1 overcome you, replied Hannibal, 
Iftoould look upon myfelf as fupe- 
rior loth to Alexander, and to 


Pyrrhus: which was implicitly 
owning, that Scipio had not his 
equal, and therefore was not to 
be brought into competition with 
other generals’. The fethers Ca- 
trou and Rouillc, difigreeing, in 
this place, with the antients, tell 
us, that Hannibal named Alex¬ 
ander in the firft place, Pyrrhus 
in tho fecond, Scipio in the third, 
and himfelf in the lalt (4}. It is 
an unpardonable fault in a writer 
to pafs his own conjeflures upon 
the readers for matter of fade. 

(R) Thefe books are mention¬ 
ed by Tu/ly {5); and Donat us tells 
UP, that Pyrrhus invented a fort 
of game, like that of chefe, to 
reprefent the different ways of 
making attacks, and drawing up 
armies in battalia (6), Livy^vva 
us the fame account of Pyrrhus, 
or rather makes Hannibal fay as 
much of him: He was, fays that 
great general, the firft, whoper- 
feftly underftood how to encamp, 
choofe his ground, and poft his 
men to advantage (7). He is 
generally reprefented by the an- 
tient hiftorians as a prince of an 
uncommon underftanding, and of 
great fagacity and penetration. 

It is therefore furprifing, that 
fully fhould take him to be in¬ 
cluded in the famous verfes of 
Ennius, wherein that poet fays. 


Semper fuit ftolidum genus JEaeidKrt^^^ 

Bellipotentes magis quam japientipotentes (8).. 

A fiupid race th* AEacida appear, 

Lefs fam'd for wifdom, than for feats of war. 

(3) Liv.t.xxxv. (4) Vidsbift. Roman, ad ann. urb. 474. (5) C!t. 

t. is. tftft. *5. (6) Donat, tn (omment, EunuJt, Ttrent, {7) Liv. ibid, 

Cis> de divin, I, ii, 

Pyrrhus 
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Pyrrhus had, beddes his milirary talents, many other 
commendable qualities, to wit, a great deal of good^nature, 
much compaifion for the unhappy, and no iefs gratitude for 
thofc who had obliged him. When Mrofus^ one of his chitff 
favourites, who had done him confiderable fcrvice, died, he 
wept; and was heard to fay. It is not Lis death that mojl of- 
Jiiifs me ; he has paid the debt he owes to nature. My concern 
is^ that J fo long delayed making him a fuitable return for hit 
fervicesy and by that means am deprived of the pleafure of Jhew-~ 
ing my gratitude Cicero commends him even on account 
ot his probity: Two great generals, fays that writer, difputed 
the empire cf Italy with the Remans*i Pyrrhusy and Hannibal: 
the probity of the former is ftill remembred, and fpoken of 
with refpe^l;, in Rotne ; but the cruelty of (he latter has render* 
ed his name and memory odious to this city **. His only faults 
were ambition and inconftancy ; the former did not fo much 
proceed from an avaritious defireof enriching himfelf, and 
poflefling vaft dominions, as from a love of glory; he had 
propofed Alexander the Great to himfelf for a model, and in 
all his enterprizes had no other view, but to equal and even 
furpafs that conqueror. His inconftancy indeed was very re¬ 
markable, as is plain from what wc have already faid of him.. 
He had fcarce tried one enemy, when he was for engaging 
another ; fcarce undertaken one enterprize, when he was for 
entering upon another; fo that his whole life was a continued 
feries ot new projcfls Succeeding each other. When he had 
once conquered a country, he iiegle£led all proper meafures 
for the preferving of it, how dear foever the conqueft might 
have coft him. Hence Antigonus ufed to compare him, as 
Plutarch informs us f, to a lucky gamefter, who did not know 
how to make a good ufe of his fortune, but lavifldy fpent 
whatever he got by gaming (S). 

" Plut. in Pyrrh. ® Cic. de amicit. * Plut. ibid. 

(S) Some authors find fault a private foldier. It is not the 
with him, and indeed not with- duty of a genera! to fight in the 
out a great deal of reafon, for foremolt ranks, but to be vigi.. 
expofing his perfon in all his lant for the common fafety of 
battles, without the lead precau- the army. Such were the fenti- 
tion, like a common foldier. A nents of the antients; but moft 
good commander, fay they, ought of the generals and kings, who 
to pique himfelf opsii^e wifdom flourifhed in the age we are now 
andpmdenceof his conduA, and writing of, made no diftinAion 
pot upon any afrion, which only between the duty of an ofitcer 
difplays ftrength and intrepidity, and a foldier, being lad aftray by 
A comminder who brags of his the fortunate temerity of Alex* 
courage, and rafhly expofes him- emder, whom they pretended to 
ielf to danger, confounds his own imitate, 
merit and funflion with thofc of . Buv 
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But to return to the Eptrats \tijirgosi they no fooner>#///^E> 
heard of the death of their king, but they threw down their pirots /« 
arms, and furrendered at difcretion. But Antlgmus treated Argos/Sir- 
them with great humanity, arid generouily fent back to Eft- 
rus HAeniUf the king’s fon, who was alfo takf n prIfoner,^i^"^^* 
delivering to him the t^y of his unfortunate father inclofed 
in a golden urn 

Pyrrhus was fucceeded in the kingdom of Efirus by his Alexan* 
ioiti AlexaniMTy who, foon after his acceffion to the throne,derlL 
made himfelf mailer of Mactdariy but was not long after driven 
both from Macedm and Epirus by Demetrius ^ Alexander 
being thus in his turn expelled his dominions, fled to the Aear^ 
nanians ; and, having raifed among them freih forces,returned 
into Epirus^ where he was joined by fuch numbers of his own 
fubjedts, that Demetrius thought it advtfeable to quit that 
kingdom, and withdraw into Macedon *. He afterwards en¬ 
gaged in a war with the Illyrians, and having gained over them 
a complete vidlory, pafled the remainder of his reign in peace 
and tranquillity, without moleiling his neighbours, or being 
jQolefted by them* (T). 

AUx* 


^ Plut. ibid. VAt. Max. I 
* P/.VT, 1. xxvi. c. 3. Pausan 
lag. Val. Max. 1 . v. c. 1. 

(T) He is celebrated hyABlian 
as a great coovnander, and faid 
to havewritteoabookon the me> 
chod of drawing up an army (9). 
Atbtruem ( 1 ) teUs us, that in this 
kill’s reign a certain kind of 
beans bloilbmed in a lake of Epi- 
tus, and for two years together 
brought their fruit to perfeflion; 
which Teeming very ftrange to 
Alexander, he placed a guard 
upon them, with orders to Jet no 
one »ther them,of even approach 
the lake. He no fooner took this 
precaution, but the ftalks of the 
^ns withered, and the lake 
fuddehly grew dry. 

The fathers Catrou and Rouille, 
in their hiflory of Rtme {*), tell 
us, that he was perhaps murder¬ 
ed by the latrenfet with the Efi- 

(0) XMm, nar, hifi, (i) Athrn, 


. v.c. 1. *^Sce vol. ix. p. 137. 
in Attic. * Frontin. fira- 

ret garifon, which Pyrrhus left 
at laeris, when he fet out on his 
expedition into Sicily. Per we 
don't fet him appear, fay they, 
with his brothers in the lafi ad- 
•ventures of the king their father. 
He does not appear, 'tis true, in 
the laft adventures of Pyrrhus ; 
but had the good fathers lemcm- 
bered what they mult have read 
itsPlutarcb'% life of Pyrrhus, they 
would have inferred from thenre, 
that he had been fent back into 
Epirus ; for he was there when 
his father was killed, as is rnaoi- 
fed fmm the above-mentioned 
ivriter, V 4 ® tells us, that Anti- 
gonus delivered to Helenus the 
body of his father inclofed in a 
^Iden urn, defiH^ him to carry 
it Epirus t6 his brother Alex- 

/• ni. (z) Ai tun, uri. 477. 

ander. 
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Alixander left by his fifter Olympias^ fwhom he had 
married, a fon and a daughter. His daughter, by name Phthia^ 
married Demetrius 11 . king of Macedon, His fon, named 
Ptolemy. Ptolemy^ fucceeded him in the kingdom under the tuition of 
his mother Olympias^ he being very young at his father*s death. 
He was a prince of great expe£l:ation, but died when he Was 
fcarcc out of his minority, as he was leading his army againft 
the Mtoliansy who had feized that part of Acarnania'w\iich be¬ 
longed to the crown of Epirus He left one fott, by name 
Pyrrhus Pyrrhus^ who, after a fhort reign under the guardianfhip of 
III* his grandmother Olympias^ was treacheroiifly murdered by the 
Ambraciansy leaving behind him one daughter, called by Jujiiny 
LaudamtOy by Paufauiasy AthenauSy and PolyeenuSy Deidamia. 
Dcldamia This princefs fucceeded her father; but the difdaining 

to live under the government of a woman, fuhorned Nejiory 
one of her guards, to murder her; but the alTaflin’s heart 
failing in the attempt, the unhappy Deidasnia fled for refuge 
is murder' to the temple of DianOy where fhe was barbaroufly aflaffinated 
by one Mihy who being fentenced to death for the murder of 
bis own mother Philoteroy redeemed himfelf from the punifh- 
ment due to his wickediiefs by murdering his fovereign But 
he did not long enjoy the fruit of his crime ; for being feized 
with inadnefs, he laid violent hands on himfelf twelve days 
after the death of Deidamia. As for the Epirots, they wVrq 
Severely puniflied by heaven, firft with a dreadful famine, and 
afterwards with domeftic troubles, foreign wars, and many 
other calamities, which reduced their country to the laft extre¬ 
mity. This is the account we read in Polyeenus : but Pan- 
fanias tells us, that Deidamiay after a (hort and peaceable 
reign, died quietly in her bed, leaving the EpirotSy as Ihe had 
no ifl'ue, free to cliufe what fort of government they liked 
beft J. But however that be, it is certain (for in this the an- 
tients are unanimous), that in this princefs ended the family of 
the PyrrhideF, r^r the defeendants of Pyi'rhus Neoptolemus ; and 
tliat upon her death the Epirots formed thcmfelves into a re¬ 
public, ivhich was governed by annual magillrates, or prae¬ 
tors, chofen in the general aflembly of the whole nation. Of 
this republic we have already given a diftinfl account in our 

* Justin. I. xxviii. c. 3. Pausan. ibid. " Justin, ibid, 
PoLY^N, I. iii. OviD.,in Ibin. Poly^n. ibid. * Pau- 

sAN. In Mefleniaif. * 

under. The (iiine prince is men- na:usy who give us a particu- 
tioned, as fucceeding his father lar account of his wars with An~ 
in the kingdom of EpiruSy by tigmus Gonatasy with his iba 
JuJliny Paufaniaty Frentinus, DemetriuSy and alfo with the 
Valerius Maximusy and Atke^ Illyrians, 

, liiflory 



t.lx. 


Hit Bichynitk 




hiftorjr of Greta from- the time it was formed, til! it Was 
.reduced by the Remans \o a province/. We (hall only ob- 
ferve here, that the Macedonians on one fide, and the Illyrians 
.on the other, taking ^vantage of the inteftinc divifions, 
which, generally fpeaking, attend a popujar government^ 
feized on fcvcral provinces belonging to the Epirots, and an¬ 
nexed them to their re/pe£livc crowns | and hence it is, that 
though the kingdom of Epirus made a confiderable figure, the 
republic fcarCe made any. AriJiotUy as Stephanas informs us, 
wrote a particular book on the polity of the Epirots ; Whence 
^ may infer,( that they were governed by excellent laws j but 
as that work has not reached our times, we can give no ac« 
count of them. Plutarch tells us, that the Epirots enjoyed a 
kind of liberty, and indeed the beft fort of liberty, under their 
icings i for, according to him, a general afiembly of the people 
was yearly convened at Pajfaron, a city in the province of 
MeloJJis, where the king bound himfelf by a foiemn oath to 
govern agreeably to the laws, and the people to obey and fup- 
port him as long as he did fo. Xheir form of government 
was, it feems, of the fame nature with ours, and therefore 
far preferable to any other. But it is now time to difmifs this ' 
fubjedl, and pafs to the hiftory of other kingdoms. 

• / See vol. vil. p. 403. k feq, 

CHAP. IX. 

^he Hiftory of Bithynia. 

T his country, antiently known by the names of Myfiay Names, 
Mygdonia, Behrycia, Mariandyma, znA Bithynia, vfZTjstaatienj, 
bounded on the weft by the Bofporus Thracius, and part&c. 
aflhnPropontis ; on the fouth by the liwQxRhyndacus^znA mount 
Olympus ; on the north by the Euxine fea j and on the eaft by 
the river Parthenius Ptolemy extends the confines of i?r- 
thynia on this fide to Citorum on the coaft, and to fuliopelis 
in the inland country, comprehending under the name of Bi^ * 
thynia fome provinces belonging, according to other geo- 
gr^bers, to Galatia and Pa^lagonia, 

The chief cities of Bithynia on the ^aft were, Myrlea on Cities m 
the Propontis, not far from the mouth oirifijc Bhyndacus. This the Pro¬ 
bity was fo called from Myrlus of Colophon its founder, as pontis. 
Stephams informs us^ or,,as others will have it; frtm Myslea, 
a cel^rated Amaoson, who either founded or adorned it. It 
Wa< demollftied by Phiiip of Macedon the father of Perfes, 


.» PtiM. 1 . V. c. 32. 
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and Rebuilt by Prufias king of Bithynh, who from hik wife 
called it Apamea **. It was afterwards honoured With the 
title of a Roman colony, many Romans^ who had fervdl iti 
Afia^ having fettled there, as Strabo and Pliny ® inform us 
but the latter was certainly miftaken, when he placed th^ 
among the inland cities. Dafcylosp at a fmall diftance from 
the W>yndacu 5 . Cius built by the milejians on a river of the 
fame name, deftroyed by Philip the father of Ptrfes^ and re- 
Nicome ^^ilt by Prujias, whofe name it bore ever after •*. Wiconudia^t 
dia. the metropolis of Bithynia.^ fo called from NicomedeSf the fon 
of Zipcetes^ itS founder Strabo Teems to doubt by which of 
tiic Bithynian kings it was founded All the antients fpeak 
of it as a place of great note (A). 

In this city the Roman emperors refided, when the affairs 
of the empire called them into the eaft. Conjlantine the Great 
chofe Nicomedia, as we read in NicephorusSt for the place 
of his abode after he retired from Rome, and there remained 
till the buildings he had begun at Byzantium were finifhed. 
This city, once fo famous, is now but a fmall village, known 
to the Turks by the name of Schemiih. ProneStus^ a colony 
of the Phoeniciansf as Stephans^ informs us. Drepanum or 
Drepaney mentioned by Florusy and moft df xht Latift 
hifforians. All thefe cities flood on the Propontisy now the 
fea of Marmora* 

Cities on On the BofporuSy which parts Europe from Ajiay and joins 
the Bof- the Propontis with the Euxine fea, ftood the famous city of 
porus. 

^ Strabo, 1. xii. p. 388. ^ Strab. & Pun. ibid. ^ Plik. 

ibid. Pomp. Mela, l.i. c. 19. ^ Tzetzes chil. 3. hiilor. 11 j. 

V.1950. ^ Strab. I. xiii. p. 388. s Nicepuor. 1 . vii. fob^ferf 

(A) P/faj'calls it a famous and emporor Julian the apwate. 
beautiful city (1); Ammianut Pau/aniast MareelUnUs (4), and 
the mother of all the Trebellius (5), t^ us, 

cities of Pdufanias this city was formerly call- 

thegreateftand firft cityofjfiV^- ed JJtacus. Sftpbanus will 
ena\i)i Lihaniuscompzteo it to have its antient name to have 
-RmeJSyzantiumyAlexandriUyZxA been Otbia. But NicomediUt 
that time the four great- Afiacus, and OU/ia, are fpoke 
ell cities of the world; and fays, of by Ptolemy as three neigh' 
that though it was perhaps infe- bourii^, but diftin^ cities. Stra- 
rior to them in bignefi^^t equal- bo writes, that Nicomedes deftro/' 
bd them all in beauty. This tA Afiacusy and transferred its in- 
Author lived in the time of the habitants to Nicomedia (6). 

(1) Plin. /. V. f. ultim. (a) jimmion. li^t'tdUn, /.zvu. e. 13, Ys) 
fan. Eiiat. i. e. iR. (4) Paufam & Ammian, Sfareelliii, ibid* {;) ‘frtieUi 
^toU, in CoUitnit, e, 4, (6) Strab. ibid* 


Ghak^dm 
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QtaU^don or CaUedan^ antiently known by the names of Fro- Chalce- 
caraflit anid Colbufa, Str.abo and Tacitus \ call it doa. 

tic .ctiy of the blinds alluding, without all doubt, to the an* 
fwer which the Pythian Apollo gave to the founders of fiy- 
xantiumy who, confulting the oracle about a place where to 
build a city,were directed to choofe that fpot which lay oppo- 
lite to the habitation of the blind i that b, as was then under- 
ftood, to Chalcedony the Chalce'donians well deferving that 
epithet for having built their city in a barren and Tandy foil, 
without feeing that advantageous and pleafant fpot on the op- 
pofitelhore, which the Byzantines afterwards chofe (B). 

Chalcedon in the Chrillian times became famous on ac¬ 
count of the council, which was held there againft Eutyches, 
the emperor VaUns caufed the walls of this city to be leveled 
with the ground for tiding with ProcopitiSy and the materials 
to be conveyed to Conjlantinoplcy where they were employed 
in buijding the famous Valentinian aquedud (C). 

Chalcedon is at prefent a poor beggarly place, known to 
the Greeks by its antient name, and to the Turks by that of 
Cadiaciy or the fudges town \ 

On the Buxine fea flood the city of Heracleay once a re- Cities on 
public of no fmall note. It is commonly called Pontica, or the £u- 
Heraclea on the Pontus, to diftinguifli it from feveral other xineyS’^r. 

** Plin. ibid. . * Strab. 1 . vii.p. 221. *' Tacit, annal. 

1 . xii. c. 63. ’ Tournefort. voyage au Levant, vol.ii. 

(h) Conjiantine the Great t if dit Cedrenus deferves, we leave 
Cedrenus is to be credited, had our readers to judge, 
been- guilty of the like over- {Q)T\iCpelamides, or tonh’y- 

tigW had he not been warned fifh, of Chalcedon^ were in great 
by im afloniftiing prodigy. For requeft among the antients, as 
that author tells us, that Chalce- Gellius and Varro inform us (8); 
den being detiroyed by the Per- and are to this day thought by 
Jiansy Conjiantine undertook the fome to have a better flavour than 
rebuilding of it with a defign to any taken elfewhere. It is there- 
iettle there; but that feveral fore furprifing, that PUt^ and 
eaglet, appearing unexpefledly, Strabo (9) ihould tell us, that this 
carried away in their tuons the kind of filh never came near 
lines of the workmen, and let Chalcedony but kept clofe to the 
them drop at Byzantinm, This oppotita^fliore of Byxantiumy for 
miracle, which was feveral times fear of the white rocks conceal- 
r^peated. made Gmftantine alter ed under water on the coafl of 
his mind, and prefer Bysiantium AJia, 

XQC^leeebn (7]. But what cre- 

'(7) Cntren. I. iif. (6) Aul, GtlL.mS. AttU, Varro dt re ruff it. /. n. 

(9} Ptir. & Strab. ibid, 
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Heraclea. cities of the fame name. Paufanias and the fcholiall; of 
ApoUonius " tell us, that it was touiided and peopled by a co- 
Tbe anti- loiiy of the Megarenfes and Tanagrat of Bteotia. With them 
ent hijiory Juftin agrees, and acquaints us on what occafion thfiBceotians 
of this undertook the building of this city. The fays he, 

being reduced to great diftrefs by a plague, had recourfe to the 
oracle of Delphosy which injoined them to fend a colony into 
the country bordering on the Pentusi and there build a city in 
honour of Hercules. But the Boeotians chudng rather to die 
in their own country, than expofe themfelves to the dangers 
of ft) troublcfome a voyage, refufed to comply with the in- 
juntElions of the oracle. Whereupon the Phccenfes invading 
their country, and committing every-where dreadful ravages, 
as they were not, by reafon of the plague, which ftill raged 
among them, in a condition to defend themfelves, they fent 
anew to confult the oracle, which returned the following an- 
£y>whem That what wou’d put an end to the plague, 

and'what Jikewife put an end to the war. By this anfwer the 

underftood, that the only means to redeem themfelves 
' from the calamities they groaned under was, to follow the dt- 
rc£lion of the oracle} and accordingly fent a colony into the 
country bordering on the Pontus, which fettled on the coaft, 
and built the city of Heracka 

7 f.>is eit ’This city in procefs of time acquired fuch wealth ;ind 
towerf^l ^fpecially by fea, that it was not inferior to any of 

Greek ff.ites in AJia. Xenophon tells us, that in his time 
‘ ‘ the Heracleans had a numerous fleet, and that they fupplied 
him with a f(j[uadron to convoy his men after their retreat into 
Greece. There are fcarce any wars mentioned by the antients 
as carried on by fea in thofc parts, in which the Heracleans 
were not concerned, their friendfhip being courted 1^ all the 
princes of Afta in regard of their maritime power. To them 
chiefly Ptolemy Ceraunus was indebted for the fignal vi<Sloiy he 
had gained at fea o\ts Antigonus Gonatas ; for they fent him a 
numerous fquadron of fhips well manned and equipped, among 
which iome were of an extraordinary fize, efpecially one, 
called the Leontiferoy having on each fide eight hundred 
rowers, befidcs twelve hundred fighting men on board under 
the command of two experienced officers K In the war 
which Antiochus waged firft with Antigonus the fon of Deme-* 
triusy and aftervaniJs' with the Byxantinesy the Heracleans 
affifled Antigonus againfl Antiochus with thirteen gallies, and ^ 
the latter with forty They maintained for die ipace of 


•" Pa^sak. 1 . V. " Scholiaft. Apollon, p.190. ® Justin. 

I.xri. t Memnon, excerpt, c. 14, 15. ^ Idem, c. 17. 
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*^eteven years a fquadron of gallies in the fervice of the Romans^ 
which were of great ufe to them in their wars with the Afiatic 
princes, and likewifc againft the Marucclni^ a people of Africa: 
Many other inftances are to be met with in hiftory, which 
(hew that Heracka was once one of the moll powerful dates, 
at lead by fea, in AJia, The Herackans feem to have main¬ 
tained a good underdandinp; with the kings of Pt'ryJa ; and on 
that account refufed, as Jufin informs us . to pay their 
quota, when the Athenians a tribute on the Greek 

cities of Ajia Minors for the equipping and fupporting of a 
fleet to be employed in the defence of the common liberty. 
Upon their refufal Lamachus was fent againd them ; but while 
he was ravaging their country with the troops he had landed, 
gi violent dorm Thattered his whole fleet, fo that he faw him- 
felf abandoned to the mercy of thofe he had provoked, not 
being in a condition to return to Athens either by fea or land. 

But the HeracleanSy indead of treating him like an enemy, 
as he had reafun to expert, ufed both him and his troops with 
the greated humanity and kitidiiefs, fupplying them not only 
with provifions, but alfo with fliips to convey them fafe into 
Greece. They did not complain, fays JuJlin *, of the de¬ 
predations committed in their teilitory, but looked upon them 
as highly advantageous to their date, lince they od'ered them 
an' opportunity of gaining by civilities the iriendibip .of i'o 
powerful a republic. 

A s to their form of government, it was, as wc read in Form 
Arijiatle *, ogginally democratical; but democracy foon ^^vtgonjer 
way to aridocracy : for the fame writer tells us », that many 
of the nobles being fent out to lead colonies into didant coun¬ 
tries, the people, in whom the fupreme power was lodged, 
began to opprefs thofe who dill remained; whereupon they 
ran to arms in their own defence, and having overcome 
of their adverfaries, took the whole power into their own 
hands. Soon after, new didurbances ariltng among the nobles, 
by reaflrn that the mod wealthy ingrolled the whole manage¬ 
ment of affairs to themfelves, it was agreed, that the fupreme 
power fhould be lodged in the fenate, and that tlie icnate 
(hould confld of fix hundred members, all chofen out of the 
nobility. This new regulation incenfed the common people 
to filch a degree, that they unanimoufly rofe againlt the nobles, 
and reduced them to fuch dreights, f!i.\t they were obliged 
to implore the aflidance firdof ^’motheus \X\Q.*Atheniany and af¬ 
terwards of Epaminondas thoTheban. But neither of thefe gene¬ 
rals caring to interfere with their domcdic quarrels, they were 

' Justin, 1 . xvi. c. 3. • Idem ibid.^ * Aristot. 1 . v. 

politic, c. 5. tt Idem ibid. 
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tyrants (^forced to recal Clearebusy a fenator, whom they themfdves ^ 
i^raclea. had banilhed. But as his bahiihment bad neither improved 
his morals, nor infpired him with better principles} he made 
the troubles, Jn which he found the city involved, (ubfervient 
to his wicked deiign of fubjefiing it, and ufurping the ibvereign 
Ckarchus power. With this view he openly declared for the people, 
mid having by their means humbled the nobles, he Cfiufed 
himfelf to be invefted with the whole power, which had been 
divided among them. * 

Being thus become abfolute, he exercifed all forts of cruel-* 
ty upon fuch as gave him any umbrage: moft of the fenators 
were either barbaroufly aflainnated, or^flript of their ellates, 

• and banifbed their native country w, Diodorus Siculus tells us, 
that he propofed to himfelf Dionyfius^ tyrant of Syracufe, for 
his model in the art of government *. The banilhed fenators,« 
having ftirred up the neighbouring cities againft him, he com- 
His cruel- polled their wives and daughters to marry his flaves *, and with 
ty. the affiftance of tbcfe having^ vanquiflied the troops they led 
againfl him, and taken many of them prifoners, he put them 
all to death, after he had made them fulFer the moft exquifite 
torments, which his cruel temper, and an eager defire of re¬ 
venge, could invent (D). 

Clearchus, after he had exercifed a moft cruel tyranny 
hmurdir- over his fellow-citiv^ens for the fpace of twelve years, was,at 
ed. Jaft put to death hy Chion and Leonides, two young citizens 
and difciplcs of Plato y (EJ. 

The 

"" Justin- ibid. Pi.ot. de fortun. Alexand. * Diooor, 
SicuL. 1 . XV. y Diooor. SicuL. ibid. Svidas, KAe«fp^or. 
roLVA:N. ilratag. 1. ii. 

(D) Thcepompus of Scio tells us, fE) Nymphis of Heraclta, aa 
that he frequently obliged, with- quoted by Atbenttus (a), tell us, 
put aoy provocation, fuch of the that Cleacchus, though be alFe£|> 
citizens as came to wait on him, ed to be a god, and caufed divine 
and even thofe he met in the honours to be paid him, yet to-* 
ftreefi, to drink a cup of the poi- wards the end of his life was lb 
fonoiu juice of hemlock; and apprchenfivepfcpnfpiracies, that 
that;^ during his reign, no citizen he not only kept at home, but 
of any dikindion would vniture g.ave audience ihut up in in a 
out of his hpufe till he arm- ftrong cheft, anfwpring thole who 
ed himfelf with rae, 'which is ? applied to him through holes 
powerful antidote, according to made for that purpofe. But as 
that writer, againft the juice of hewasmarderedbytheconfptra- 
hemkek, when taken before any tors, according to Plutarch 
pthef foi^ (l). and Diodorus Siculus (4^), while 

(i) Athen, 1 . ii?. r. Antifym, dtnirjbiU narration, p, 144. (a) A- 

tkcOfikiL {))Plui,a<ifria 0 iiul!£tt Ifiedor, Steal, - 
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Tiis confpira^toFs deliveicd tbeir county frpm the tyrant; Satyras. 
but the tyranny ftiU fubfiftcd. For CUt^r^m having left two 
fbns, and Dtmyfim^ their uncle oatyrnr ftized on 

the fovereign .power, as their guardian and protedor, and 
equaled his brother CUarchm in the tyranny of his goyern* 
ment: For be not only put to death the confpiratora, their^ 
children, and all thofe who were any way related to them, ' 
but likewife fuch of the citizens as he imagine^ capable of 
following their example. Ho w ever,he brought up his nephews 
with great care, and refigned the power to ftmotheus as (eon 
as he was of age, having held it himfelf feven years *. 

Timotheus governs with great equity and moderation; Timothe- 
whence he had the furnames of Euergttes and Seter^ that is, 
the beneficent^ the faviaur of his country. He ruled fifteen 
‘years, and was' fucceeded by his brother Dionyfius^ who, Dionyiius 
taking advantage of the cefreat of the Perfians after the battle 
fought on the banks of the GranicuSf rrauced fome of the 
neighbouring provinces, and confiderably increafed the power 
of the Heracleans After the death of Alexander he married 
Amaftris, the widow of Craterus^ and daughter of Oxyatbreff 
the brother of Darius. Upon this marru^e he alTumed the 
title of king, and maintained it with great dignity, being a 
prince of a mild temper, and always ready to facrifice his own 
eafe, and private intereft, to the welfare of his fubje^s (F). 

He died in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty- 
third of his reign; and is highly commended by all the an¬ 
cients on account of . his juftice, moderation, good-nature, 
affability, anti other princely qualities. Strabo^ no doubt, had 
this prince, and his brother in view,when he wrote 

that Heraclea had been governed by tyrants, and alfo by kings. 

He left two fons by his wife ^qfiris^ to wit, Clearchusy and 
Oxatresy whom Diodorus Siculus calls Zathras. Upon his 
death Amafiris married LyfimachuSy one of Alexander'^ cap¬ 
tains, who by that means got poiTeflion of Heraclegy which 
(he governed as guardian to her children \ for they were both 

^ JvsTiN. 1 . xvi. Msmnon, excerpt, c. 17. * Dionox. 

SicuL. &Msmnon, ibid. 

■« 

he was admipifiring jufiice in a kind of lethargy, from'which 
public, we can hardly give credit his dopieftics could fcarce lepiver 
to Njtapbis. • him by 'ruaniog Ions; needles, 

(F) Milan ($) and Athenaus made ror that purpftfe, into his 
(*6) tell us, that jie grew immo- flelh. 
derately corpulent, and fell into 

* (V MUan, var. bifi. U ix. <. 13. ($) A/Atn, /, eU. e, z 6 , 
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• - Very young "w^ien thev father died. Lyftmchm after^rarda 
divorced to XMxiyf Arfinot the daughter of Ptolemy 

Philadelphus king of Egypt', but ncverthelefs kept poiTeffion 
; of the cijty, and brought up the two young princes with great 
'care. They both attended kirn in his expedition againft the 
’ Geta, after which he fuffered them to return home, and re- 
plearchus Hgned the government of Heracka to Clearchus the eldeft, al-^ 
lowing him to take upon him the title *of king. With this 
title he govcrilcd according to Diodonus Siculus., 

feventeen yearsand was at laft put to death by Lyjimacbus 
. with his brother Oxatres for aflalfinatlng their mother Ama~ 
' Jiris b ; for they both corffpired againft her, and caufed her to 
be fmothered, while flie was going by fea from Heracka to 
Amajiris, a city which ihe had built, and called by her own 
name. Upon their death Lyfimachus reftored the HeracUajts 
to the full enjoyment of their antie^ liberties. 

\ But they did not long continue in that happy condition $ 
Arjinoe, who had a great afeendant over her husband Lyfma- 
thus, having prevailed upon him to deprive them of the liberty 
•which he had not long before granted them, and appoint one 
Heraclitus Cima-us governor of the place, a man intirely at 
at her devotion. After the famous battle of Coroupedion, in 
which Lyjimachus was killed by one Malacon, a native of He^ 
raclea, the Heracleans confpired to (hake off the yoke, under 
which they had groaned for the fpace of feventy-five years, 
determined either to recover their former liberty, or die in 
the attempt. With this refulution the chief citizens went in 
a body to wait on intreating him to retire of his 

own accord, and fuffer them to live according to tjbeir own 
laws. 7 'hey offered him all poflihle fecurity for his perfon 
and effcfls, befides a large fum of money to defray the 
charges of his Journey; At this propofal Heraclitus in a great 
rage commanded the officers, who attended him, to put im¬ 
mediately to death fomc of the leading men, whom he named. 
But the ofticers, to his great furprize, inftead of obeying his 
orders, feiated_ him,, and rparried him to the public prifon : 
for th^Heracleans had beforehand gained them over to their 
party, by making them free of Heracka, and promifing to 

B y them the arrears which were due to them from Heraclitus^ 

_ _ aving thus fecured the tyrant, they demolifhed the citadel 

cleans re* which Lyjimachus had built, railed one of their own citizens, 
gain their by name Phecritel, to the chief magiftracy, and difpatched an 
uatieat li- embafly to SekuVus king of Syria, to acquaint him with what 
hrty^ they had done, and implore his protedition Seleueus had 

Diodor.Sicvl. 1 . xvi. Trog. in prplog. l.xvi. Mbmmox, 
excerpt, c. 19. « Jvstin. 1 . xvii. c. 3. Memnon ibid. t. 9 , 
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been greatljr prejadj^ again2l the Htracluins one Apbre^ 
iifiuy who* l^iifg feM by him to vifit the cities o^ Afta^ had 
hid many things tp their chvge, and reprefented theih asdif* 
aliened to his perfon* He was therefore fb fas from promifing 
them his protejElion, jubat he threatened their embalTadors, and 
let drop fome (utpreiSons* which gave juft ground to fufpe^/ 
that he had fome defign upon their city. Hereupon the Hi- 
racham entered into an oftenfive and defenhve leasue with 
Mi^bridates king of Pontus •, Byzantines and ChaJcedonians 
recalled all their exiles, and put themfelves in a pofture of de¬ 
fence. But the death of Seleucus foon delivered them from 
their apprehenfions **. 

From this time the Heracleans enjoyed their liberties un- 
difturbed for many years. When the Ramans became for- Enttr itda 
inidbble in Afta^ they made an alliance with them, the articles^)? alH- 
of which were engraved on tables of brafs, and lodged at«»r^wiVA 
Reme in the temple of yupiUr CapitoUnus^ and at Heraclea B-onic, 
in a temple of the fame god, Notwithftanding this alliance, 
the Heracleans'{vpKieA greatly by the wars which they engag¬ 
ed in for the defence of their liberties, againft the Bithynians 
and Galatians. However, they held out againft their utmoft 
.cfFoits, and obliged them to withdraw their forces with dif- 
grace. In the war which the Romans waged with Mithridates 
the Grcaty they rcfdved at firft to obftrvc a flridl neutrality, 
and accordingly refufed to admit that prince’s fleet into their 
harbour. But,on the approach of his general Archelaus^ they 
thought fit tot^hange their meafures, and fide with him, after 
having murdered all the Romans who refided among them. 

Their treachery coft them dear; (or Cotta, or rather Trwr/Ks,Heraclea 
having after a two years fiege taken their city, pillaged and xe-deflroyei 
duced it to aflies, as we have related in the hiftory of Pontus. h 
Cotta, on his return to Rome, was fevCrcly leprimanded by 
the fetiate for fufFcring fo great and wealthy a city to be de- 
ftroyed. Ail the captives were fent home without ranfom, 
and the inhabitants reftored to the pofteffion of their lands, 
and allowed the ufe of their harbour, and the freedom of 
commerce, 

Britagoras, one of the chief citizens, fpared no pains to re¬ 
people it } but could not obtain for his fellow-citizens the refti- 
tution of their liberty, and antient privileges. tells .us, 

that many of the citizens being killed tiuting^ the fiege, and 
more after the place was taken, a numerous colony was font 
from Rome to repeoplc it. Some of the new-Comers fettled in 
the city, and fome in die country} but the former were all^ Roman 
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to a man maflacred by Jdhterix, th^ (on .of Dimmcelius 
):ing of the Gtf47fiW, not without dw pn^ty, as ^ then, 
fiifpefledy of Marc AnUny the triumvir, who bad beftowed 
on the Galatians that quarter of the city which was iojhahited 
by the Romans *. But hjs cruelty did not go long unpuni 0 i- 
ed; for Osiamanus having takep him prifoner after the h~ 
inous battle of Aiiiumy carried him in chains to Rom to grace 
his triumph, and afterwards caufed both him and his Ton to be 
put to death. From this time Heracka continued fubjed tpL 
the Reman emperors till the downfal of the empire, being, 
with its territoiy, made part of the province of Pontus, ft 
did not lofe its former Q>!endor, even after the lois of its li¬ 
berty, as appears from fome antient inferiptions, and alfo 
medals, which have reached us, and were ftruck under the. 
emperors ^ Near this city was the famous cave through 
which Hercules is feigned to have defeended to the infernal 
regions, and brought up from thepce the fabulous Cerbersis, 
This cave was ftill to be feen in Xenophon^s time; but is now 
quite clofed up, though once two furlongs deep e (G). 

Inland ch inland cities of Bithynia^ which it may be proper to 

ties of Bi- notice of, were, Prufa at the foot of mount Olympus^ 
Chynia. built, according to Strabo by Prufias kipg of Bithynioj 
who waged war with Craefus and Cyrust and not by Hanni- ' 
hal, as Pliny ^ would make us believe (H). 

Libyjfa^ 

® Strab. l.xii. ^ Vid. Tourneport. voyag. S(C. vol.ii, 

* Xenoph. Exped. Cyri Minor. l,vi. p. 220. EusrATH. ad Dio- 
KY5.V.791. Strab. 1 . xii. p. 388. ^ Plin. 1 . v. isap. ultim. 

(G)The antient hiftory of He- to the Greeks by the name of Pen- 
raclea was writen by Pifanderf derachif and to the Turks by that 
Timagenesy Pamajisy' Domitiusy of Eregri. We cannot, with a 
CalUftusy CyntetboKy Nympbisy modern traveller, take either of 
and Memnatti for to theie Atbe- thefe names to be a corruption of 
nauSf Suidas, S tephanust and the Herae lea Pent tea,or HeracUa ( 7 ). 
fcholiaft of Apollonius,rtftr us for (H) This city muft havp 
a more full account of what they been founded long before the 
briefly relate of the HeracUans. times of Cratfus and Cyrus, if the 
But the works of thefe authors tradition be true, which the in- 
have been long fince lofl, nothing habitants have tranfmitted to us, 
now remaining but an gztraA pf on feversl medals ; that 
Metnnon preferved by Pbotius in ftahbed himfelf here with his 
his BibHotbequi ; and from him fword. It is furprliing^ that 
we have in great part copied Livy, who has fo well defevibed 
what we have faid here of Hera- the neighbourhood of mount 
elea. This city is at prefent a Olympus, where the Gauds were 
very inconfiderable place, known defeated by Manlius, fliouM not 

( 7 } Tiurne/ert, Hid, 
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^moiis for the death of Hamthal^ and the tomb 
of that great cditimander, yrhkh was ftill extant in Pliny*% 
time Soime writers pbce Likyjja on the coaft { but Strabo^ 
and nHch him StipbamUf ahd moil of the antients, count it 
amoi^ the inland cities (!)• 

Nte^a^ or Nict^ which ftood on the lake A^camus^ now 
the lake of Ifnich^ This city was built, according to Btraho^ 
who calls it the metropolis of Bith^ia by Antigems the fon 
of PhiUp of Maceden^ and from him called at firfl Antigonia, 
Afterwards it was repaired and adorned by Lyfimachus^ 
who gave it the name of his wife Nicaa, the daughter of 
Antipater. Ste^nus telk us, that Nieaa was originally a 
colony of the Bottiai, a people of Thrace^ and called in the 
earlieit times yf»r^0rr (K). 

‘ The chief rivers of Bithyniavtett the PJillis, Cklpaty San^ 
gariusy or Sagarisy HipiaSy RhehaSy and the Lycus, all dif* 
charging themfelves into the Euxine fea between Cbakedon 
and Heracka. Livy was certainly miftaken when he wrote, 
that the SangariuSy the chief river of Bithyniay falls into the 
Propontis. It fprings from mount Dindymus in Phrygia, at a 


k Plin. l.v. cap.ult. 

mention this place. Prufa was 
the place where the Othoman 
princes rehded before they ex¬ 
tended their copquefts into 
ropoy and is ftill one of t^ 
moft beautiful and populous ci¬ 
ties of AJia. We muft net, with 
fome geographers, confound the 
city of Pru/a with that of Pr«- 
Ahsy of which we have ipoken 
above. 

(J) Cr//izr/«i conjectures, that 
)t ftood three or four miles di- 
ftance from the fea, and was on 
that account called by feme a 
maritime, by others an inland 
city, or rather eaft|e. 

(K) P/fttj fpeaks of two cities 
la Bithjnia bearing this name: 
|he one he |daces twenty-five 
jmles eaftof Prufity now Burja; 
me other forty'four nprtji of 
Nifonfegifl on the bke A/camus. 

Put Straboy Ptolmyy StephanuSy 

Mfhf kc, fpeak of pne city oply 


1 Strab. 1 . xii. p. 389. 

in Bitbynia bearing that name, 
which they place on the lake Af- 
caniusy lying to the north of 
mount Olympusy and at a fmall 
diftance from the river Galtusm 
Nie^tty according to Straboy 
ftood in a large and fruitful 
plain, was fixteen furlongs in 
compafs, well peopled, and in 
the Bamaft times declared tfie me¬ 
tropolis of the fecond Bitbynia, 
Bicomedia being the capit^ of 
the firft. For Pen/us and Bi» 
tbynia were by Auguftta made one 
province, but by his fucceflbrs 
divid^ into two, called the frft 
and fecend Bishyma. The fi^ 
general council held here, by 
the appPinmaent of Confiantine 
Ibe Great, aglioft Aries, gave 
new luftre to this city j for it was 
ever ai^ bmaqufed with mp tide 
and pr^il^es pf a metiopolis, 
as appears from theaCls of the 
council of Cbakedon, 
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fmall Jidance, from a town, which Strabo calls Sangia ; 
waters and Bitljynia, and, receiving in ib courfe the 

*rhymbrt^s and the Gal(uSy falls into the Euxiaf fea, ovcr- 
againd the fmall illand of Thynlas. Some geographers place 
ihe river Parthemus\n Bithynia j buf thefe extend the bounds 
of this country a great way into Paphlagonia. As BitJjynia 
lies between tlie forty-firft and forty-third degrees of north 
latitude, and is watered by a great many rivers, it once 
abounded with all the iiecedaries of life. The antients com¬ 
pare fume of the inland provinces to the fruitful and delicious 
vales of Tempe itfelf; but at prefent it lies in great part neg- ' 
lc£lcd and unmanured. 

Bithynia was antiently inhabited by various nations, differ¬ 
ing in their manners, cuRoms,' and language ; namely, the 
Bebr'yees^ the Mar'tandyniy the Caucones^ the DolHones^ the 
Cimmerii, &c (Li, 

These 

The reverend fathersCfl'rroa and tloned w-riters quote, PS/ty di- 
Roui/Uf in their defeription of ftinguilhcs tlie lake from 

' tell us ( 8 ), that tiic untient the gulf, on which he places the 
geographers place it on the lake antientcity of 0/bia ( 9 ). Laftly, 
Jfcanius, which, fay they, is now Pliny is not the only autlior who 
called the lake of l/nich; and a makes mention of the lake 4fca- 
ftw lines after, queftion whether nius. Strabo tells us in exprefs 
tliere ever was a lake of that terms (i), that Nictea^ the me- 
name, thinking it very natural tropolis oj Bithynia, flood' on the 
to fuppofe, that P//»y, the only //afe Afeanius j ardPr( 7 /f»ay fpeaks 
author, fay they, who mentions of it as falling into the Euxine 
It, by the lake AfeaniuSy meant fea, between Prufias and the pro- 
the gulf of 0 //m, now the gulf montory Pofldium. 
of Nicomedia. If the antient (L) To inquire into the 6 ri- 
geographers place N/tr, as they gin of thefe different nations, 

Jay, on the lake y^caniuj, Pliny would be both a tedious and 
is not the only author who men> ufelefs task. Xenophon [z) and 
tions Rich a lake; and if it be Strabo are of opinion, that 
true, that the Aflanius is, by the the Bithynians and the Marian- 
modern geographers, called the efyni were originally Thracians, 
lake of Ifnichy how can we who, eroding the Bofporusy made 
doubt whether there ever was a themfelves mafters of this coun¬ 
lake of that name ? BeRdes, it is try; which, from them, was an- 
fo far from being natural to fup- tiently called the Afiatie 'Thrace, 
pofc Pliny to havCf meant^the gulf Some modem writers derive them 
Qlhia by the lake Afeaniusy that from AJhktnaXy one of Gomer'i 
his words evidently deftroy Rich fons ; but the only proof they 
a Rippofition; for in the very allege to Ripport their opinion 
paffage, which the above-men- is, the fmall likenefs they dtf- 

( 9 ) Ad asr, urb. 607. (9) Plia. /, ▼. eaf. ultim, (l) Strah. A xiU. 

f. 389. (i) Xinj£b, A vi. Je erpedU. Cjr. (3) ^trab^ I, xii. p, 373. 
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C, IX. of Bithynla. 

These different nations were antiently governed by king^s 
of their owii, Bitkynia htmg% in the earlicft tiroes, divided 
into as many kingdoms as nations or tribes. For Plutarch, 
PcfyanuSf znd Stephanusj mention Mandrm and Byfnus, as 
reigning over thb Behryces ; and Hyginus fpeaks of one Lycus 
king of the Mariandyni, But all we know of thefc fraall 
kingdoms, and the princes who ruled over them, is, that 
in procefs of time they were reduced by the more powerful 
kings of the Bithyniam. But, as to the beginning of this king¬ 
dom, we are quite in the dark (M>). 

Strabo « fpeaks of one Prujias reigning in Bithynla in the 
time of Creefus, the laft king of Lydia, by whom be was 
conquered. From this time the Bithyniam continued fubje£( 
firft to the Lydians, and afterwards to the Perfians, till the 
reign of Alexander the Great ; for we find them mentioned 
by Herodotus, among the many nations that attended Xerxes 
in his expedition into Greece, While they were fubjed to 

" Strab. I. xii. p. 373. 

cover between AJhhenasi and Af- pedltion j and Jpfian tells us, 

the name of a lake in this that nine>and'forty kings had 
country. Stephanus fays, that reigned in Bithynia, before the 
the Mariandyni were fo called, Romans were acquainted with 
from one Mariandynus, a native If what thefe authors 

of JEoUs, who, with fome of write be true, the kingdom of 
his countrymen, fettled in that Bithynia muft have been erefted 
part of Bitbynia„ which lies be- before the 7* ryan war; which 
tween the rivers and P«r- we can hardly believe, fince 

thenius{e^.^heopempus,z%^QX.td Homer, vsha is fo exa£l in enu- 
by .Strabo ( 5 ), will have this mcrating the nations in the 
Mariandynus to liave been a neighbourhood of Troas, never 
petty king of Paphlagonia, and once mentions the Bithynians. 
to have fubdued that part of From his filence fome have con- 
Bitlynia, then called Bibrycia, eluded, thsA Bithynia was unin- 
which bordered on his domi- habited in the time of the Tojan 
nions. war; and add, that the Thracians, 

(M) Diodorus Siculus pretends, who marched with Rhefus to the 
that the Bithynians were govern- relief of Troy, after tlie death of 
ed by their own princes, in the their king, and the taking of the 
time of Ninus king of AJfyria, city, fettled in that part cAAJia, 
who, according to him, fiib- which was afterwards known by 
dued their country. Phercrydes, the name cf* Bithynia. Tins 
as quoted by the fcholiall of name, fay they, the new-comers 
Apollonius, mentions Amycus and gave to die prqvinces. in which 
Phyneus, as reigning in Bithynia they /ettled, from the Bithyas, 
at the time of ^e'Argonaatie cx- a rivcr in their own country. 

' (4) od Dirnyf. (5) Strth, iisJ. 


the 
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the PtfjknSf tl^y were ilill governed, it ieeim, by their 
'Kings of own princes | jFor Mermen ana ttrahe tell lis, Doedaljiu or 
Bithynia. DydalfuSy Boteras^ and Bas^ ruled in Bithynia with fevereigii 
Dcedalfusy power in the time of the PeVkan nlonarchy. Some writers 
Boteras, place in the reigh of Deedalfus the invafion of the Bpaan^ 
anda9&. ChaUedonians^ and Thracians ^ who, entering Bith^ta^ 

committed there, as Diodorus. Siculus informs “, moft 
dreadful ravages; and, having taken feveral towns, inade a 
great many captives, whom they inhumanly murdered, when 
^ey found themfelves obliged to leave the country. Boteras 
was, according to Mernnon', the fon of Deedalfus^ and died 
in the feventy-fixth year of his ^e. He was fucceeded by 
his fon Bas^ who, having overcome Calantusy oiic of Alex¬ 
ander the Greath generals, peaceably enjoyed the kingdom 
of Biihynia for the fpace^ of fifty years, and died in the 
fcventy-firft of his ageo. 

Zipoetes. Bas was fucceeded by Zipcetes, who waged war iirft with 
Year of the Heracleans, and afterwards with the ChaUedonians, Over 
the flood the former, he gained no conliderable advantage ; but rc- 
2067. duced the latter to great ftreights, beiieged their metropolis, 
^ having drawn them to a battle, killed eight thoufand of, 

them on the fpot He was prevented from purfuing the 
victory, which would have foon put him in poflefliion of Chal¬ 
cedony by Patroclesy one of Antiochus Soter*$ generais^ who^ 
entering Bithynia^ put all to hrc and fword. Zipcetes marched 
againft him, and, having concealed his men an ambufhj 
fell upon him unexpe£ledly, and cut him off with his whole 
army, as we have related in the hiftory of Syria* Zipastes 
was fo overjoyed at this vi£lory, that he died foon after, in 
the feventy-fixth year of his age, and forty-eighth of’his 
Nicome- ^ns, of which the eldeft, called Nicor 

des. medesy took pofl'eflion of ihe throne, and caufed, out of 
jealoufy, two of his brothers to be put to death. But the 
youngm, called by Memnony Zipaeiesy by Livy r, Zihceas'y 
having faved himfelf by a timely flight, ieixed on the coaft 
of Bithynitty which was then known by the names of Thracia 
ThyniactUy and Thracia AJiatica j and there maintained a long 
war with his brother; who, being informed that Antiochus 
Soter king of Syria was making ^eat preparations tb attack 
him at the fante time, becaufe he had declared for Antigonus 
Gonalasy called in the Gatds to his ailiftance ; and on this 
occafion it was, that this people firft paiTed over mioAJiay 

a Dtonoa. SicuL. l.kii. • Mbmnoh. exce:^. c.viii 

& to. 1* Idem ibid. c. it. .) Idem ibid. c. 21. 

* Liv. 1 . xxxviii. 
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t. ik. ine of Bithyr^: 

V (k tbiB beginning of Antiochus ^ter*% reign, NUomidts^ 
having, with their aHiihince, repulfed Anttochut, overcome 
his brother, , and acquired the pofleffion of ^ his father’s do* 
minions, be^wed upon them that part of ^ which 

w^xidled from them GaUog^dtcia^ and Gakttia, As for 
Zipoftesi he died in banifiiment, his ari^ being routed by 
the Ga^s, and the cities, which he poiteiTed on the coai);, 
obliged to fubmit to the conqueror (N> 

JNicomedesy having no enemies to contend with after the 
defeat of his brother, and the advantages gained over the 
king of Syrhy applied himfelf to the enlarging and adorn** 
ing of the city of Ajiacus^ which he called after his own 
name, Nicmedia (O). 

Nicmfdts had two wives; to wit, Ditizek and Etazeta : 
the former brought him two Tons, Zela and Eruftasy and one 
daughter, byname Lyfandra ; by the latter he had one fon, 
mmed Whitesy to whom, at the inftigation of his mother TibitesJ 
EtawtSy he left the kingdom. But Zr/e, who, at the time Zela. 
of his father’s death, was in Artneniay whither he had been 
banifhed by the intrigues of his ftepmother, having hired 
M army of Galatiansy returned into Eithyniay drove out 
Tibitesy and peaceably enjoyed the crown till his death. He 
was taken in a fnare, which he had laid for the Galatians j 
for, furpe^ing their fidelity, he invited their leading men to 
a. banquet, with a delign to cut them all off; but they, upon 
private intelligj|nce of what was preparing againft them, were 
beforehand with the treacherous prince, murdcring him in 
the beginning of the banquet •. 


• Memnon ibid. Athen. 1 , ii. c. i8. Plin. 1 . Viii. c. 4. 

(N) Li’i^ (6) and Jufiin (7) wrote thirteen books on the mi- 
tell us, ^at the Ga»/r,having laid gration of the GauU out’of Eu~ 
waftb me dominions of Zipate's, rope into AJia ; but none of them 
kept the (polls for themfelves, have reached our times, 
but divided the country with iVi- (O) This is what we read in 
calling their portion Pau/anias[^)y‘rrebe/liusPolEo{t)y 
Gaihgr^ciai and herein they Jbkmiutms M&rcelUnus (2', and 
a^ee with Demetrius ByxanHuSy Eufehim (3). But Memmn fays, 
who informs us, that Galh^ that he built Nieosnedia over- 
grmaa was not niven byMVs- agaiiift die city xA AJlaais% fo 
m4es to the but hdd by that Nieosnedia tod Aftaeus were, 

according to this writer {4)- two 
^ tfriven out his hrodier 2»- diftinaatics, 
paetes ( 8 ). Desssetrius Byxasttists 

i>Met ***’'“; ^ Ll) **»• t. ( 8 ) tsert, in visa 

U) Mtmm m, f. ***’ (i) 

‘ *1 He 
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Prufias. He was fucceeded by his fon Prufias^ fumam^ tk^9 
'or the bimej and alfo Cuntgos^ or thd bmur. This 
in the very beginning of'his reign» entered, Into an aJ&hice 
with the Rh 9 dians agaiqft the ByzanHneSt whom he reduced 
to great ftreights, as we have related at large in the hifto^y 
of Khedes *. Not long after, he erig^cd irt. a Wat with the 
Galatians^ whom JBtalus I. king of firgamus^ had invited 
over into Afta^ defeated them in a pitched battle, took.leveral 
of their ftrong-holds; and put all the Galatians he could get 
into his power to the fword,, without diftia6tron of iex or 
age. When the war broke out between Antiochus tht Great 
and the Ramans^ he was folicited By the former to join hint 
againft thofe powerful republicans; but £rf^/0<by a letter, 
and LiviuSf admiral of the Roman Beet, by the promifes he 
made him, in the name of the republic, fixed him in the in- 
tereft of Romoy as the reader may find in the hiftoj^ of Syria, 
But, notwithftanding his engagements with the Romans^ he 
Invaded the territories of Eumenesy their conftant friend and 
ally, being induced thereto by Hannibal^ who had taken 
refuge in his dominions. The ad vantages he gained over Eu~ 
menes in this war, were chiefly owing to Hannibal, who not 
only prevailed upon Ortyagon, one of the kings of the Gala^ 
iians, and Philip king of Macedon, to fend him powerful 
fupplies, but took upon him the command of his forces, and 
in fcveral encounters put the king of Perganms to flight, by 
fome ilratagem or other **. This awaked the jealoufy of the 
Rjomansy who thereupon Cent T. Flaminius, Seiph A/rlcanut, 
and Seipio Najtea, into Afia, to adjuft the differences between 
the two kings, and to perfuade Prujias to deliver Hannibal 
up to them On their arrival at the court of Bitbynia, 
Hannibal retired to lAbyJfa, a ftrong caftle, which be had 
beeii'^'kilowed by Prujias to repair in fuch manner as befi 
fuited the fiate of his aflairs. He had dug feveral private 
ways under>ground, which led from his lodgings to fo many 
difl^ent iffues, through which he could make his efcape 
either b\^ fea or land upon the firft alarm ; for he had reafon 
to fuipei^l, that the king’s inclinations might change with his 
intereft. plamnius, after having propofed a plan of aecom-* 
modation between Prujias and Eumenes, acquainted the fof«> 
mer, that Rome would never look upon him as a fincere 
friend, unlefs he delivered ap Hannibal, that irreconcileable 
enemy to their republic, who made no other ufe of his liberty 

* Secvol. viii. p. i86. " Jvstih. 1 . xxxli. c. 4^ 

Frobvs in Hannib. Polyb. legat. xlvii. hiv, 

1 xaxu. 




ring ah(f jprote^ing'onff md fWbrn sn ttternbl dtlivtrt ttp 

the king^t^tou^t'Mt adViM^le to £icrilic«* hJs Hannibal 


df^|^o!^t<n|^ deugm 

si^t i^wW ^ h** grrfrfcpuragc *, as wc have rclbtc'd in the 

mS^m^^grnui. ^ 

i Pri^ having by' thus abandoning h!s gueft afid fUjr ta 
""cBelti^in^fuittinperof the Romania gained th^ur prote^n?ii* 
in^brdef to en^ge them ilill more in his favour, amfted^nt 
b^ vrith men and money in their war with Per/et king of 
and, upon th$ redu&ion of that country, iVds not 
OjSn&t, like the other princes of the eaft, with fending an 
l^ba% to Rm» to congratulate the fenate on the fucccTs of 
'dieur arms; but went thither in peribn, and diihonoured fo 

r<^al dignity with his mean and fervUe flatteries. The Rome, 
ii^te no fooner heard of his arrival in Itefy^ but they fent 
XitfSar CmaliUi Sciph, the fon of StipU Afiaticus^ a» flir as 
Capm to meet him, with orders to defray his ch^es, ahd 
CiMdudf him to the cspitol. Before he entered the city, be 
cabfed his head to be (havcd, and took the pileus, or cap 
trhicb flaves wore after they had obtained their i^eedom' j 
aikha) that odd drefs advanced towards the forum, i^ped at 
tribunal, where the preetors ufed to adminiftdf juiltbe, 

^d thero'declared with a loud voice, that he had cto^d the 
purpofe to return thanks to the Rman ^ds, and 
congratulate the republic on her late victories. v v ^ 

Hxs arrival being notified to the fenate, they fedt dirties 
to receive and introduce him. Tliere PruJ^t received *ntM 

filch mean flatteries aqd fiibmtfllons 'as were bftH 
tbcvattinr he had ai^urtbd; / htveiaHAt fkt ijaitfi •* Romev 

^ «f ymp fild he, ema 6m. itubrnt th 
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Ntlse requ^d, thath!saudim:eje^htltepfitdiR^|||(’ 
tvlPO Skf 9 t befng deftrous to fee iirft the ci^and templ6ji« 
vifit friends. The third day he was< introduced, and^^ 
that occafion betrayed a bafenefs of nifiSd, unworthy of the 
rank and title he bore. For, when hd entered the fendte* 
he ki^ed the threibold, faluted the fenators with the titles df 
vtpilf deities i favieurs^ deliverers^ and pronounced an ha¬ 
rangue fuitable to that prcdude; in the clofe of which,'’ho 
.related what he had done for„ the republic in the co^rifo’df 
the war, and defired the prote£tion of the fenate» 
himfelf and bis fon. After this^ he preiented to dieconici'ipt 
fathers a petition, which ^contained two articles} wbere^ 
the hjrft was, that he might be allowed to offer up :&crihcea 
in the capitol, and at Preenejicy by way of thankfgiving to 
Jupiter and Fortune, for the fucccfs which had qtt^ded the 
arms bf the republic in the late war. The fecond ar^e was, 
tb^t the fenate would grant him a fmall territoiy, which 
had formally belonged to Antiochus the Greats hut was then 
held by the Galatians, who bad feized it without the confent 
of the republic. The fenate returned Frujias the folloVing 
anfwer : We give the king of Bithynia leave to offer facrbices 
at Rme and Pranefie, and order that the expences of 
vidlims, and all other things for the lacrifiees, be defrayed 
•by the public, in the fame manner as if our own magiftrates 
were to offer up facriiices. As to the territory which the 
king defircs, we ihall fend commiifioners to judge of the 
affair on the fpot, after both parties ihall ha'i e been heard. 
After this the fenate prefented him with fome ftlver vefiels, 
and made over 'to him two hundred and twenty>five fmall 
fhips, which had been taken from Gentius king of Illyriam, 
Then Prujias left Rome, embarked at -Brundujium, and fet 
fail with a fquadron of twenty gallies to take pofleffion of ^ 
fleet, which thi^ republic had given him Some years afbor, 
that war broke out between him and Eumerus 11. which 


we have deferibed in the hiftory of Perganms, where we have 
alfo related in what manner, and on what provocation he 
was flrft driven from the throne, and afterwards aflafiinated 
His death by bis Own fan Nteemedes. Polybms tells us, that he was a 
and cha- monfler rather than a man ; thlt be had not one Angle virtue 
raSer. to make amends for the many vices v^bich rendered him in* 
fupportable to his fubje6b, and contemptible to foreigners. 
He was a flrapger to all principles of Honour or honeffy, of , 
a moft cruel and lavage temper, timorous, powardly, 
addicted to pleafures of all fprts, that he feemed an^er 


y PoLYB. legat. xcT^t Liv*. 1. iire c. 44. . s 
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^ffis moft important bai!iie&' was, to drds 
Ta/a our hiftor^r to ooneeal |h6 defor^ltvvof hts 
bt^apod ^ dia%m^ body. H«. was not aihamea to ap> 


^ b>bap^ itA distoia^ body» H«. was not aihamed to ap* 
{tear publicly in t{mfee of a woman,' add iCbew his fubjedb 
' afi^re no Icfi idudd^lthan ridiculous, in a drois that no way 
itiited to it As be was himlblf unacquaintbd with the liberal 
arts, he defpifed all kinds of knowkge, *‘difcountenanced 
the Ihrdy of phtlofophy, and polite Utemtilre, and carefully 
atroidad the converfation of fuch perfons as could form hia« 
j^pind,' ik improve his tafte • (P). 

'^‘Hb had two wives; to wit, Apame, the daughter of 
DiigUss on® of tbe kings of Tktaei^ who brought him tWq 
fortS, Nicmedes and Prujias: the latter was furnamed Mt- 
mdousy Or the JmgU->ti 9 ihtd, becaufe, inilead of diftinft teeth, 
he had one continued femicircular bone m each jaw. Prufias 
married to his fecond wife the daughter of Pbtitp ting of 
Jldaeed^^ and had children by her alfo ; for yujfii/ tells ps*, 
'that be intended to prefer his iifuc by the daughter of Philip 
to Nicmedes^ his eldeft fon by his firft wife ; and that JViVs* 
atrs&f, provoked at this unjuil; partiality, took up armsagainft 
his father, and drove him from the throne ; but herein he . 
' Ok^l^rces with other writers, whom we have quoted elfewhere 
In otf account of this revolution. 


Nic$medes II. fucceeded his father^ and proved a no lel^^^icomc- 
cruel tyrant; for he had fcarce afoended the throne, whendSs II. 
he facrificed all his brothers to his jealoufy and ambition 
He alTumed foe name of Epipbanest or the Ulujlrious^ though 
he performed nothing worthy of this title, or even of notice, 
durir^ the whole time of his long reign. According to the 
accounts given us, by Strabo, 'JuJiin, and Mevmon, he* be¬ 
gan to reign in the 607th year of Rome, and was flill on the 
throne in the 649th. All we know of him, befides what 
we have related in the hiftory of Pergamus, is, that he built 


*Poi,YB. in excerpt. Valesii. » Athen. 1 . Ui. c. 7. ' 

SviDAs vocePrufias. ^ Am a m. m Syriac, p. 147. 

, (P) U<u3, in his account of Polybius, after having giWn us, 

pie audie^ which the fenate as it were, a fpecimen df the 
I^Te him, takes no notice of hi& fpeech the ftaviih king made on 
^ mbmiilions to theifenators: per- tt^t occwotf, brea^ it off ab- 
he thought they refle£led no mptly, faying, thIQt he was 
Ii^ ufhmihur on the ftm^te, who afiuuned to repeat the expreffions 
' mllkred them, than dn the king, he made nfe ‘of before that ve- 
' who aM fo p part, nerable aftembly (5}. 
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Ring'll; ^ ns nam^, 

SirahMs dpt ho^drjjB kil^^| Jfert 

)Vbtt find pns^e 

<on^£l^e» that as, ha ^murdertiUffi^tlpr, iq 

tr^i^ lUi the fama maon^ ,ra 

that account, was, by ant(ph)nW (WipmeoP^i/^/sr* * 
He was fuccecdcd by bis Wnmidfs HI. who,^ e|i 
ing into an al|ia«ice widt *^Ulfri^fis ibt.Gfuti^ 'iftp'a . 
Paphlagma i aqd, having ik^odoj^ that coundy^ atj^^pted 
to make himfelf mafiat tnceMrire of Capp^dotiat tlpf ^|ai(e 
fubjedfc to Mithridates, who, tbereupon’marching into 
nia at the head of a mightv army, drovj^ Nkomed^s from tho 
throne, and railed bis brother Socrates h>it|n his room. 'If^e 
dethroned prince had recouife to the Remans, who drove out 
the u^rper, and reftored him to his hereditary donjintons. 
For this iavour they preiTed him, and at length prevailed i^ti 
him, contrary to his own inclination, and the odnion.ot hie? 
friends, to make inroads into the territories of idRthrUatet^ 
Svith. whom Rome wanted a fubje^ of difpute. The king of 
Pontus bore, for fome time, the devaftations committed ^hy 
* N/comedes, with great patience, that he might not feem lo, 
be the aggreflbr j but at lafi; he made him pay dear for theOft'^; 
for, having intirely rouj|;ed his army on the banks of the 
Armiusy he drove him a fecond time from the throne, and 
obliged him to feek for ihelter in Paphlagontay where he led 
a private Ute till the ttpie of Sylla, who replaced him on die 
tlwonc He died not long after, and was fucceeded by his 
fort PJUomedesVf» who performed nothing which the many 
writers, who ilouriihed in his time, have thought worth 
trartfmitting to pofterity (QJ. 

As be died without ifiUe male, he left hb kingdom, by 
his laft will, to the Romans^ who reduced it to the form ef 


<= Stsab 1. xii. 


Appia'u. in Mithruhedc. 


^0^ His too great familiarity fatires, fome of which were fimg 
wuh yeitts Cajar, while that by the ieddibyat CmfarS tri- 
Roman was making his umph Over the Gatdst according 
firft campaigii in Afia, nnderthe to we liberty allowed them on 
pr«cor fhtimisy gave oCcafion luok occafions: The verfb were, * 
to feveral lampoons, and fevere '* 


1 


Ctrfar fuhegtty Pticemedet Cm/arem. 

Rcce, C»e)kr nnnc tnun^bat, fttifnbe^t GtAUat } 
iftemudts non inumpbat, fta jitiegie Cadent {6), 

(fi) VidtSaetm i« Cafm, Dton. A xliif/ Cati^^e, ^ 


i 




!«? 

bci mu 




bj* n>ii|p 4^ 5 i6jfi 

jy^ aa^^c0)^la^%^o£'ifite^iuii«i«^ to 

ki ‘ 


ofit of 
on aH 


a ftead^ fi-iend ilEroair republic ^ 
was the dau^ht^tApt'tbe 4 [l)(rt, ofMfs- 
are told m 'eaprafs |erm8 b/JS»^s«wi> VHUius 
irai^hth J^Utni, ' i^U we know of h^ u, that 
'ujion' (be death'of her fathei*, ihe claimed the ktngdorh of 
Blti^a for her fon, as the next male heir to the crowd $ 
but ii^thout rucce% nb motives of juillce being of focn 
weight with the ambitious kmant^ as to make them piUt 
with a kingdom , 


* Liv. 1 . xdiii. VaitBi, Patercux. 1 . ir. e. 4, <Sr 39. AarjAW. 
h i. bell, civil, p. 420. & Mkhridatic. p. 175. zi8. ^ Sallust. 
h^r. l.iv. s Yell. Patsrc. Svbton. AppiaK. ibid. 


(ft) Ctefar efpoufed her caufe, 
and fapportbd her claim in the 
ilfenBte with his nfoal eloquence. 
.&C as he was enumerating the 
many obligations he owed her fa> 
ther, Cicero interrupting him. 
Tote mednotf laid he, O Cxfdr, 
inlargt on this topic ; <wr all know 
i&Mt; i/WNicen.edes‘ivA'j teyouy 
and what favours yon granted to 
him (7). The name of Mufcdi 
fon, fo far as we can conjedure 
from Hirtius and Jppian, was 
Bicomedes i but, as to the name 
and condition of his father,hiftory 
has left us quite in the dark. 
After the de^t of Phamaces, 
Cafar appointed Bicomides high- 
piieft of Comana in Poutsss, de* 
potmg ArcheUitts, whom Pompty 
had raiibd to that dignity, to 


make room for the grandfon of 
his old friend BscomodirslV.Aa 
whom ended the fucceflien of 
the Bsfhynian kings, that coun¬ 
try continuing fubjeft to Pome 
from this time to the divifion of 
the empire. Before wedifmirs 
this fubjeft, we muft acquaint 
the reader, that fome writers 
mtuttion only three kings of Ps- 
tfynta, bearing the name of M- 
comedes, and will have that-M- 
comedes to have died without ifthe, 
and bequeathed his kingdom to 
the Romans, who, at dteir klfti' 
gation, made war i^n Mitbri- 
Mites. But we have followed 
psan, who feems to have written 
on ^is fubjeft with the greateft 
exaftnefs. 


(7} 
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Colchis. 


Ctttcs^ 


C H A P. X. 

J ' j. 

Of the Kingdoms of Colchis, Iberia, Albania, Bolpoftis,' 
Me(^ia,Ba^ria,£cleiiai Ernefa, Adlabene, CharacenL^ 
Elyniais, Comagene, and Chalddene.. 

i, 

C olchis^ now MmgnUa^ was bounded on the caft 
by Leria, on the weft by fea, on the'ibuth 

by Armenia^ and part of Pontm, and on the north by 
mount Coucafu^, dividing it from Sarmtia Afiatica* Cities 
of note in this country vvere, Pityus^ called by Strabo the 
Great City *, and by Plitty '* a place of great wealth. It 
ftood on the frontiers of the Bofporiini^ and was on that 
account in the Roman times well fortified and garifoned^ as 
we read in Zofimui and Procopius^ who tell u$, that it feived 
as a barrier to keep out the Sarmatians, and other barbarous 
nations*. Diofcuriasy or Dioftorias, on the Euxine fea, 
built either by Cajlor and Pollux^ two pf the ArgonautSy as 
Mela will have it or by Amphiius and Cercius their cha¬ 
rioteers, as wc read in Anumanus Mat cellinus and IJidorus f. 
It was named Diofeutiasy from Cajlor and Polluxy whom 
the Grecki called Diofcuroi, This name was, according to 
Arrian s and Ptolemy in procefs of time changed into 
that of Sehajlopolis j but Pliny ‘ will have Diofeurias and 5 #- 
bajlopolis to be two different cities. Be that as it will, Diof¬ 
eurias was anticntly a place of great trade, and .eforted to by 
merchants from moll parts pf the world : for Pliny^ tells us, 
that three hundred different languages were fpoken there y and 
that the Romans^ who traded to Calchisy were obliged to 
maintain conftantly in Diofeurias an hundred and thirty in¬ 
terpreters. Tluh city lA at prefent known by the name of 
Sat/atopolL Aeuy on the and about fifteen miles from 

the Euxine lea, called by Phny • and Apollonius »» a famous 
City. Some Writers take this to be the fame with the city of 
ASepoliKy mentioned by Ptolen^. Phaftsy fo called, from the 
rivdr on which it ftood. Here the Argonauts landed, which 
gave rife to the Greek proverb, to fail to PhaGs, exprefling a 
long and dangerous navigation $ for fuch was that of the 

Argonauts eftcemed in Chofe early times. CytUy at the mouth 

• • 

• StraS. 1 . xii. p. 378. •» PciN. 1. vi. c. 5. ® Procop. 

f jv. bell. Ooth. to .^osim. 1.1. c. ^ bIs£>A, 1* i. 

c. 19. « Aib»ak. Marcel. 1 . xxii. c. 15. ^ laiooR. 

prig. 1 . XV. c. I. s Arriax. in Pont, periplo. ^ 

•4a Cokh. I. V. c. lo. * Plin. 1 , vi* c. 4. ^ ^Idiaa Ibid, 

t Idem ibid. A>olIiOM. 1.3d. ver.424. Sc 1096.’ 



|S§^. 'jar'M^^/cow*. • is5. 

nycr (^tuktt t|il» inrth-piace df the famous Medea^ 

^bKnex hf the poets », The cities of Set- 
^adfht Suntirn Madta^ and Xialij^at Sfo mentioned by 
Strebe^ i hut contam^ ptbii^ worthy of 

notice. , OAritV tocircd by a great iolriv rivew, as the 
Corax^ the 0 aneusj, ibc CbarjjfluSy the Phajis, Riven, 

tkc )ikfiruSi the Ctjfa^ axtd the pnoptying thcin- 

into the Euxxne The pba/s does not ipring from 
nit^ifcains of Jrmenia, near tlib foute of the Euphrates^ 
the Praxesf and the as Strabo, PtoUmy, Ptmy, Dio- 

jf^Jiks, an^ after them Hadrian-, Reiand^ Calmet, and Sanfon, 
have wrongly informed us j but rifes on mount Caueajus, and 
Bows, not from foutb to north, but from north to fouth, as 
appears firom the map of Colchis or MingreUa in TScvenot*B 
colledion, and the’^account which Sir yohn Chardin gives us 
of that country. This river forms in its courfe a fmall lOand, 
called iilfo Phajis i whence the pheafants, if Ifidorus is to be 
credited were firil brought into Europe, and thence called 
' hy the Greeks phajiamu 1 he other rivers of CoUhis arc fcarce 
worthy notice. 

The Cihhians were, according to Herodotus?, originally Inhahitm 
Egyptians, Sefojlris having left part of the army ■with which ants. 
he mvaded Scythia, in Colchis, to people that country, and 
guard the pafles. . The Colchians, fays our hiftorian, are un> 
doubtcdly of Egyptian defeent, as is vifiblc from the perfonal 
fimilitude they bear to the Egyptians, being, like them, 
fwarthy, and frizale-haired; but more efpecially from the 
conformity*oi their cullotns ; for they ufe cticumciiion, as 
idcift Eg)piians do, and many other ceicmonics prattled by the 
inhabitants of Egypt. There is i.kcwife, fays the fame hifto- 
rian, fiich an affinity between the language of Colchis, and 
that which is commonly fpoken in Egypt, as leaves us no room 
todouot of their coming originally liom that country. Jpollo- 
nius% Diodorus Siculus*, Strabo*, Bujlathius*, &nd Marcel- 
agree with Herodotus. Bochart^ takes the Colchians, 
and the CaJIuhtm cf Mefes, from whom the PhtUJlines were 
defeended, to be one and the fame people} forgetting therein, 
that the Philijiines did not ufe cirrunicifion, which Herodotus 
alTures us the Colchians did. In procefs of time mmy ocher 
pations fettled in Colchis, as the Hentochi, the Jn^euta, 
the Lazi, the Ltgures, the Marfi, |he IJlri, the Mo^mi^ and 

. 

"pROPEET. 1. i. ekg. 1. Val. Flac. 1. vi. ver. 693, Sec. 

^ * IsiDOR. origin. 1. lii. 1* HeRonoT.J^i. c. 104. 1. in. 97. « 

I. iv. 40. « ApoiXon. 1. iv. ^ DiODoft.^HbuL. 1. i. • Stra¬ 

bo,, I. i. Sc xfl. * EusTATit. in Diomys. » Marcellin. I. iii. 

«i^ocsMiT. phiUM. hw. c. 31. 

^ K4 the > ^ 



the 

the MutraU, From the latter people fome derlpr^ 9 ^^* 
nam^ otJmngrclia ,, The whole kmgdooi of C^his 
antient times, very pleafant and fruitiuK % aboi^i^ed with^^ < 
neceiTaries of life* and was enriched >j\pith.i|usny mii^es of geKl'|« 
which gave occafioh to the fable of j(h^,^d^ii;i flee$e;| '^dthe 
Aij^autic expedition^ ib^mu^h^eele^at^hy the anwts* h* 
Govern- The Colchia/fs wtfe covej^ped by ^hetf own kiogS %.^he 
went and carlieft ages j for Plit^ tdls that Sefoftm kin^ ^ 

itngs. yf^s overcome, and pu t to flight,by tb^ king of CbAr^iVi wb^h* 

if true, (hews, that the C^ebhnt not only had kings,inuthofe 
times, but were a very powerful people. We have obO^cd 
above, that Herodotus derives the Colcbkns from the Bgyp^ 
tiartf i but that Writer mufl have meant the Cokbians of hisw; 
bis own time, and not the flid inhabitants,,(incet^a/fi^/r, even 
according to his own account, was peopled before the arrival 
pf the Egyptians in thofe parts. It is not therefore improbable, 
that the dcfccndants of Hul, who are faid to have fettled in 4 ^^- 
m<2, paiTcd from thence into the neighbouring country, calling 
it CokhlSi fiom their progenitor Hul or Cbol ». But of their 
kirtgs wc know very little The names of thofe we find men¬ 
tioned in hiftory, are. Helm, Metis, Metes II. Soi^mes, Fu^ 
Ilelius. fuhopes, (jltbaces, and Arijiarchm, llelius is mentioned by 
Diodorus Situlus, Paufanias, Strabo, and Cicero, as reigning 
before the Arganautic expedition ; but what.tliey relate ot him 
is altogether fabulous, and therefore not worthy of notice in 
^etes. l«ftory» He was fucccedcd by his fon Metes, whom he had, 
according to fome, by Ephyre, according to others, by Antiope 
or Perfa. Metes received Phryxus flying with hi4 fifter Hello 
from tlieir flepmother Ino, in a fbip, on whofe head was a 
golden,*or rather a gilt ram. In his reign happened the fa¬ 
mous expedition of the Argonauts, of which we have fpoken 
clfewlierc*. Upon the death of Metes, Colchis, as Strabo in¬ 
forms us was divided into feveral petty kingdoms; but on 
what occafion wt know»not; for we find no further mentiort 
of the.aflair^ of Colchis, or the princes who reigned there, tiU 
the time of Xenophon, who tells us, that the fon of Metes, 
the fecond of that name, reigned in Colchis while he waa 
making war in Afia *=. Salauces and Eufubopes are mentioned 
by and laid to have difcovered rich mines of gold in 

the country of the Savant; but’that writer leaves us quite in 
the dark as to the time jn which they reigned* Colchis was 
afterward^ fubdued by Mitbridates the Great, but revolted 
from him while his forces were employed againfl the Romans, 

f Fviv. 1. xxxii^l^3. » Vide Bochart. phaleg. L it. e, , 

» Spevol. Vi. p.217, te leq, fub not. ^ StsAEO, ibid..' 

* XEiioPH. Ava^d,a. 1. v. ^ Fiin. 1. xxxiu.<«. 3. 
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ambitl6n 


cs^. ■ ■ tjr 

W" fooper concludiedi a p^c 0 with 
CokUatm^ Who offered to 
It h? Would appoint hia fon to rtign 
, „ of &?ng of Qtlchii. This propoiul 
a dfegrc^j^thaf^'^ofed the fon, 
to !« afrefted, #ld loaded with 
_ ilintbon after *tofhisjeaIpufy and 

..ti^pon tiW CskkUms ohftmatefy Mufed to fub> 

mit upoh^i^ iSel^s; cihllged MithhdaUi to draw to* 

Mchi^ali hiHrOops in order to itduce them by force: but 
h^e anl^'throogh the country of the Jchttanst that people at* 
taciltod him With fo much vigour, and defended the palTes 
with fuch relblutioQ, thfit’ he was forced to return in'p 
PontuSi af^ havtngv 4oi3r great part oi his army by the 
enemy*# ^mbufeadcii, jfhd by the excelHve cold of the coun* 
try e {Ky 

Cokhts^ while fubje^l to Mithrtdafest was gnyerned by 
prefe£b ferit thither by him* One of thefe was Mmphernes^ 
great uncle to Btrah the geographer, as that writer informs 
usf, Memnon tdls us, that Mithidates complied witfe the 
requeft ot the C^lchtahSy and appointed his fon Mithridaus 
to reign over them ; but loon after caufed him to be* put to 
'cledth. Be that as it will, it is certain, that the Cokhhns fided 
with Mithridates agatnll Pempey ; and were, during that war, 
governed by a king ot their own, to wit, by Olthaiesy who was Olthacei. 
overcome, taken prifoner, and led jn triumph, by Pmpry r. 

Olthacei was fucceed by one Ariftarchus \ but all we know of Ariflar* 
him 18 , that Ponipey conferred upon him the kingdom of Col chus. 
chis, for his eminent fervices during the Mithridattc wir **. 

Pharmcei II. king of Pontus feized on the kingdom of Colchis^ 
and recovered great part of Pontus^ while Cafat was en¬ 
tertained by Cleopatra in Pgypt: but was foon ‘obliged to 
abandon his conquefts, and retire into the country of the Bo/- 
porani, where he was killed by J/ander^^s we have related la 
the hiftoiy of Pmtuf. From this time we find no mention 
made of the Colchiam till the reign of the empdror Trajan^ 
to whom they fubmittod of their own accord h Perhaps they 


* A WAN. in WGthridat. ^’Strapo, 1, xi. » Api»MN*1bid. 
Flor. 1. iti. c. 5 . '' Aptian ibid. Eutrop. 1 vi, Sbx. Bvp. 

in epitome JoRMAND. de regnor. fuccelT. • * Eussb. in chron. 

Sex. Ruf, ih epitom. Eutrqp, 1. vi. • 


^ (A) Thed^dUhteant were ori- had been drisrii^Jby 
gtimly Gruisf and are laid to they were reramla 
Save iettled <». the eaftem coaft fie|^ of Trey. ' * 
of the Emm ka, whither they 


a ftorm, as 
^oiB the 
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The Hiftory of Iberia.. B. II, 

were governed by their own king; for Strah niakes the river 
Phajis the northern boundary of the Roman empire. Under 
the eniperoi Colchh was fubje^l to the praetors who governed 
Bithynia and Pontus 5 J)ui nevci made part of any provincef. 

.IBERIA. 


TB E R now Georgia, was bounded on the weft by 
Ccl hit, and part ot Pont us ; on the north by mount Cau~ 
cajin ; on the caft by ; and on the fouth by Armenia* 

It containtd ihe following cities, Nuhium, Varica, Sura, Ar- 
tanijfa, Mejlkta, XaMa, Armanica, and Phtyxum, called 
afterwaidsTlicrc cities arc mentioned hy Strabo*, 
Pliny and Ptolemy. The only rivers of note in Iberia arc, 
the Cyrus, of which we Ihall have occafion to fpeak in the 
dcfcription of Albania, and the Asagvs, which fprings from 
the mount di’s ll-parating Iberia and CoLhis, and falls into the 
Cyrus. Pliny mentions another river, which he calls the 
Ibirus, and ftom which fomc writers derive the name of Iberia, 
Of mounf Cuuutfus, which feparates Iberia from Sarmatia 
Aftatiin, we have fpoken clfewhere; and in the hiftory of 
Pontus Anncnia delt-rilicd \.\\q Par^aJrian Alefthiatt, 
inountairis. 7 'his country was antientlv inhabited by the 
following nations 01 uibes enumerated by Pliny ; to wit, the 
Ahfihi, the Armetmhalybes, the SacaJJani, the Macrones, the 
Sybui, the Diduri, and the Sodii. Iberia was firft peopled, 
according to yaj'-phus '■', by Tubal, the brothc.' of Gomcr and 
AJf/^og. llio opiiiiou is confirmed by the Sepluagint; for 
Alt'Jhech ^LXvATnhal are by thofe inleipicrt*r‘> lendcrcd Alofiht 
and Iberians^. Straho and after him P.Hftathius^, derive 
the Iberiajis in Afiu from the Ibttians in Celt tier ia or Spain ; 
others, as Appian informs us, derive the latter from the for¬ 
mer. As thefe tw^nations lay at a great diftaned from one 
another, and greatly differed in their manners, cuftoms, and 
language, ibnie wore of opinion, as we read in the fame Ap¬ 
pian that tliey were no-ways related to each other. Tacitus 
fuppof.s both the Iberians, and the Albanians their neighbours, 
to have come originally from Thejfaly with Jafon j but what¬ 
ever their origin was, they were a very brave and warlike na¬ 
tion, and maintained their independent, if Plutarch is to be 
credited againft th*e utmqft efforts of the JP^edes, Perjiam, 


* Strabo, 1 . xi. p. 344. & 1 . i. p. 31. ** Plin. I. vi. c. 10. 

« See vol. vi. p, 60. Plin. 1 . vi. c. 10. ® Joseph, antiq. 

1 . i. c. 7. * In Ezeeb. c. xxvii. xxxii. xxxviii. xxxix. * Strabo, 

1 . i. Evs r.ATH. in Dionys. ‘ Appian. in Mi^idat. 
Tacitus, 1 . v. * Plu r. in Pomp^ 

nnd 
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asi Maeedomans, Strabo gives us the following account of 
their cuftoms and polity 

Th e Iberians^ fays he, ai e divided into four ranks or claflcs; Their cuf- 
the firft confifts of the nobility, the fecond of priefts, the third tom attd 
of foldiers and huibandmen, and the fourth of tl • common polity. 
people. Out of'Ac firft clafs they choofe their king, and, 
upon his death, raife always to that dignity the eldcft of his 
relations. The next in age to hiiji of the royal family admi- 
nifters juftice, and commands theiarmy. The common peo^ 
pie are employed in the lowed; miniftries, and treated no bet¬ 
ter than Haves. The priefts, befidcs their peculiar fundion, 
hear caufes, and decide fuch controverfics as aiife between the 
natives and foreigners. The llnrians who inhabit the cham- 
pain country, are very induftnous, and well (killed in agricul¬ 
ture ; but thofe who live on the moMiitains, are a wild and 
favage race, anddn their manners bear a great rcfcmblance to 
the Scythians and Sarmatians \ whereas the former imitate both 
the drefs and cuftoms of the Mcdti and Armenians, I'hus 
far Strabo, 

' 1 ’he monarchical form of government prevailed zmongGovem- 
them, as is plain from this pafl'agc ; but we find no mention ment and 
made of their kings till the reign of Mithidates the Great 
king of Pentus, when they were governed by one Artoces, 
who Tided with that prince fiift againft Lucullus^ and after¬ 
wards againft Pompey. After the defeat of ATiihridates by 
Potupey^ Artoccs feiil embaflaJors to the Roman camp, in- 
joinmg them to conclude a peace with Pompey upon honour¬ 
able terms; ami, in the mean time, drew together an army 
of feventy thoufand men, with dcfigii to fall upon the Romans 
unawares, in cafe they did not grant him the conditions he 
required ; but Pompey, being informed of the raeafures he 
w'ds taking, advanced by long marches into Iberia, took 
HmopoUs, a city or fort, which was fituated on the fum- 
mit of a mountain ; penetrated into <he very heart of the 
kingdom, and obliged Artoces to fiielter himfelf in the moft 
remote parts of his dominions. From thence he fent embafla- 
dors anew to Pompey, and by their means obtained a peace 
upon very rcafonable terms j but, notwithftanding this agree¬ 
ment, Artoccs ftiJl kept his troops together, defigning fall 
upon the Romans as they paffed tlie river Pelorus, This Porn-* The Ibe- 
pey fufpcAed, and therefore, following him clofe, came up rians de^ 
with him before be reached the above-mentioned river, and feated 
drew him to an engagement, in which the Iberians behaved 'withgreat 
^ with great gallantry, but were oWiged to give way to die {u'Jlmghter 
perior valour of the Romans, who killed nint thouland upon h 


« Straeo, ], si. 
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the fpot, and took above ten thoufand prifbner$. Great 
numbers were drowned as they attempted to Tave themfelvbs 
by fwimming over the Pelorus, Many (led to the forefb, and^ 
climbing up to the tops of the tailed: trees, defended them* 
ieIvLs from thence with their arrows ; but the Romans^ fetting 
fire to the fdrett, obliged them to (urrendbr at diferetion 
Aft. r this defeat, Jrtoces^ fuing for a peace in good earned, 
fent tioin beyond the Pehsus rtch prefents to Pompey^ to wit, 
hi:, bed, his table, and his throne, all of rnafly gold, which the 
Reman general accepted, and delivered to the quxdor of the 
army; but would not hearken to any.terms of an accommo¬ 
dation, till the king had delivered to him his fons as hollages; 
and then he concluded a peace upon terms no way difhoncur- 
ablc to the Iberian nation This king is called by Appian 
Artocusy by Euttopius ArthaceSy by Sextus Rufus ArjauSy 
and laftlv, by Dioy Plot us, and Orojtusy whom we have fol¬ 
lowed, Artoces. 

He was fuccccdcd by his fen PharnabazuSy who being over¬ 
come by Mate Antony\ lieutenant, joined the Jvc- 

mans againft '/coheres king of Albania p. The other kings of 
Iberiay mentioned by the antients, ate, Mithi idatesy Pharaf- 
menesy Mtthridutes II. RhadumiJiuSy and Pharajmenes II. But 
as thefe weie alfo lords of Armaday we h.i/c fpoken of them m 
the hidoiy of that kingdom. Phmajmenes II. icigmd in the 
time of the emperor Adrian ; went to Rome with his wife and 


children, to clear hftnftlf before the emperor of fevcral things 
hid to his charge by Volovefts II. kin^ of Parthia ; and was 
there not only allowed to 'oft'ei facnnccs m the capito), but 
honoured with an equeftuan flati^c credied in the temple of 
BfUona "i. Fiom this time, to the divifion of the empire, 
tlure IS a profound filencc among authors with rcfpedl to tlic 
affairs of Iberia. They continued, in all likelihood, to 


be go\crned by their own kings, who weic tributaries to 
Rome ; for we do ndt find Ibnia counted by any writer, or 
mentioned in the anrient notitias, among the provinces of the 
empire ; and, befidcs, we know, that, long after the divifion 
of th empire, they were fubjedi to iheir own princes j for 
Procopius tells us, that after they had embraced the Chri/iian 
religion, Gyrgenes their king, being threatened with a war by 
Cavades king of PerfiOy in^ifehedid not conform to that 
ot the PerfianSy implored the aififtance of the emperor fuJUny 
which kindled a war betweeil the two empires. ZonaharzeSy 


* PiuT. in Lucul. & Pomp. Dio, 1 . xxwi. Flor, 1. Hi. c. 5. 
nar. tom ii. 0 PttJT. Dto, Flor. ibid. Eutrof. 1 . vi. 
Oros. I. vi. c. 4.. P Plot, in Anton. Appian, in Parthic. 
Dio, I.xlix. s Thedoos. Mimor, in fragment. 

another 
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another of their kings, came to Conflantinople, as the fjme 
author informs us, in the time of the emperor JuJiinwn^ to 
be baptized, with hit queen, his children, and feverai noble¬ 
men of his court (A). 


ALBANIA.' 

• 

^LBA N" IA was bounded on the weft by lbma\ cn tlic Albania, 
eaft by the Cafpian fea ; on the north by mount Can:a^ 
fus\ and on the fouth by Armenia *. It ceintained antiently 
a great many cities, but none of any note. The following 
are mentioned by Strabo^ Ptolemy, znA Pliny, Teleha, Thalbit,Ctiiej and 
Gelda, Thiauna, Thahilaca^ Albana, Chadaca, Mifta, Bozia- 
" ta, znd Cabalica, which P//«y c^lls the metropolis of/# 7 irtw/<r. 

The rivers which it maybe proper to take notice of, are, thctivers. 
Cyrus or Cyrnus, the Alhanus, the Cajius^ the Gti>hus^ the 
Soana, the Camhyfes, and the Alazon all emptying tlicm- 
felves into the Cajptan fca. 'I'hc Cyrus, now the JTftr, fprings 
from the Mofehian mountains, wliicli feparate Colchis from 


* Strabo. 1 . xi. p. 34c. SeProLtw. 1 . v. c. i?. " Strabo it 


.^roLEM. ibid. Pun. J. vi. c. 
ill. c. 5. 

(A) Iberia is at prtfcnt fubjefl 
to the king of Vetfia^ and known 
to the Vetfiuns by the name of 
Gttt'gijian i tha? 1 . the land of 
the Geoigians ; for taa is an an- 
tient Celtic word, fignifying a 
count, y, and ftill in ufe among 
the eaftern nations, as appears 
from the modern names of Cur- 
diflatty Indoflan, iSLc. that is, the 
country of the Curdes, of the /«- 
diatis, &c. As to the name of 
Georgia, feme writers are opi¬ 
nion, that the ancient Iberia was 
fo called, either from St. George, 
the &mous Cappadocian martyr, 
held here in great veneration, or 
from George, a Cappadocian bi- 
fhop, by whom the innabitants 
were firll converted to Cbriflia- 
nity. Others, fuppofing the coun¬ 
try to have been called antiently 
Gorditea, and the inhabitants Gi;r- 
diaans, from the Gat dtaan moun- 
taini, take the words Georgia and 


13 c 10 PoMroN. Mela, 1 . 

Gsor/tans \.o \ c t torruption of 
Gotdiaa Awd Getd, mrs ; but this 
opinion is intircly grouLd!t.i , the 
Got di^an mouniain-> being place u 
by all the anticnt geograpiur 
Atmenta, at a confiUcii'ble di 
fiance from Ibetia. Some thir k 
that the inhabitants were called 
Georgi from their Ikill in huf- 
bandry, the Greek word georgos 
fignifying an hufbandman : and 
that the country was from them 
named Georgia. Pliny, enume- 
mcrating the Cafpian nations, 
mentions the Georgi, from whom 
perhaps the antient Iberia bor¬ 
rowed the name of Georgia, that 
couotiy lying at a fmall diftancc 
fnom the coafl^ of the Cafpian 
fca, which was inhabited, ac¬ 
cording to Pliny, by the Georgi, 
who, in procefs of time, may 
have fettled in Iberia, from which 
they were parted by the fmall 
kingdom of Albania. 

Armer.ia, 
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Armenia^ waters the country now called Mokan^ receives into 
its chancl the Aragus and Arancs^ and fall's into the Caf- 
p'tan fea, within a fmall diflance from the fouthern borders 
of the antient Albania (A). 

'l'nE whole country, now known by the names nf Schirwan 
and Ea/l Georgia^ is extremely fruitful and pleafant. Strabo 
deferibes the antient Albanians as tall and ftrong-bodied men, 
and adds,' that they had, generally fpeaking, a very graceful 
nicin, and far excelled all other nations in comelinefs, as wtU 
as in feature (B). 

The f.inie Strabo tells us, that the manners of the Alba- 
nians were very llmple ; tliat they were unacquainted with 
weights, mcufurcs, and the ufe of money; that they could 
not count above an hundred ; and that trade was carried on 
among them only by exchange. P//«y writes, that they held 
old age in great veneration ; that they were of a very fair 
complexion, and thence, according to fome, called AWani ; 
that they could fee as well by night as by day ; and that not 
only the men were flout and courageous, but alfo the women, 
whom he pretends to he defeended from the antient Ama- 
Mar. 

As *0 tlicir origin, Tacitus f and Pliny •’ derive them from 
the Thrjfaiians who attended 'Jafa'i in his expedition into 
and fettled in this put ot the ifthmus between the 
Fuxinc and Cafpian leas. 'JuJiia ^ will have them to be de- 
Iccnded from the inhabitants of Alba in Italy^ who followed 
Hercules into thofc parts, after he had oveicomc Geryon. Am- 
mtanus AlarcelUnus takes the Albani and Alani' to be one and 
the fame pc.iplc, and derives them both from the Majfugetee^ 
of whom we have fpokc elfewhere As to their tonn of 
government, the country was in antient times divided into a 

« Tacitus, 1. v. ^ Plin. 1. vi. c. 13 . Justin. 1. xiii. 

^ See vol. vi. p. 86 . 

(A) 'I’liere is a great difagree- twelve mouths into the Cajpian. 
ment nmong the antient geogra- fea ( 1 ); but Plinyy with whom 
phc! 1 about the mouths of this all our modern travelers agree, 
river: Straho^ Plutarch^ and Ap- allows it but one. 

//«», lay that it difeharges itfelf (B) Our modern travellers ex- 
into the fea by twelve moutl. . tol the women of Georgia and 
Strabo indeed, vyho advances no- Sebirwan for perfc’fl beauties, 
thing for certain in his deferi'p- but find nothing extraordinary in 
tions of countries but what lie the men; whereas.the antients 
lias feen, fpeaks with great re- admired the men, without takm| 
ierve; and only tells us,'that the any notice of the women. 

Cyras is faid to difeharge itfelf by t 


(i) Strabo, /. xi. p, 34;, 
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great many fmall kingdoms. Strabo tells us, that no fewer 
than twenty-fiSc different languages were fpoken formerly m 
Aihania ; and that there were as many difFerent kings and 
kingdoms as languages, each tribe having their peculiar king s. 

But the Albania in procefs of time, prevailed ovci die other 
petty princes, and made themfcives matters of th- wlude 
country. In Pompey*s time they could bring into the field, 
as Strabo informs us **, fixty thoufand foot, and twenty 
tboufand horfe. We fin^ no mention made of their kings till Kings. 
the reign of Alexander the Greats to whom the king of Albmua 
IS faid by Pliny * and Solinus ^ to have prefented a dog cf an 
txtraoidinary fiercencf{> and fize, 

'I'he next king of Albania we find mentioned in hilu/iv isorafes, 
Orafesy who, enteiing into an alliance witli Tigranes, the fiui 
o^7igrane^ the Greats obliged Pontpey to march agan.tt him. ponipey 
the king's brother, a brave and cnterpiifing \>nncc^ t,,Pitches 
commanded the Albanian^^ and waited tor Pofvpcy on ihtagatnfi 
banks of the Cyrus, which he foitified at certain dittances 
with high palifadcs. Hereupon Pompey feigning to return to 
Armenia, leading his army a great way about, and drawing 
up his cavalry and beafts of burden in the bed of the iiver, to 
break the force of the flream, patted it without being dil- 
covered by the enemy. From the Cyi us he pin fued his in?rch 
to till- Camb\fes, through a diy country, where his aimy ttif- 
feicd much for want (f water. At length, aftei laving 
rambled far out of the way, being led aftray by his guides 
who were Albanians, he reached the Cambyfes, where his fol- 
diers were fei*cU with ttiangc dittempeis, octaficned bv their 
drinking too giccdily of the water of that rivci, wlnle they 
were hot after their march : however, he ttill advanced, with 
the precaution of carrying ten thoufand fkins full of water, 
left he fhould be again reduced to the fame ftreights. He heard 
no news of the enemy, till he had patted the Abas or Albunns, 
when he was informed, that Cofis was advancing full march 
againtt him, at the head of thiecfcore thoufand foot, and 
twelve thoufand hoife. Upon his approach he concealed the 
icgionaiies among the thick butties, with which the whole plain 
was fpread, commanding tlicm to cover their iielmets with 
their bucklers, left the ra}s of the fun refleefing on them, 
fhould difeover tbvm at a dittance. 'Fhen he detached the 
cavalry, with orders to attack the enemy, and, retiring before 
them, draw them into the ambiffcade. * , 

The ikatagem had all the fuccefs Potnjey could expc( 3 : 
for the leponaries ftarting up all on a fudden, and widening 


* Strabo, I.xr. 
Sqmn.I.u, 


* Pits, I. viii. c. 


tl).*ir 

f 


* Idem ibid' 
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their rsnks to let the cavalry retire, Surrounded the 
oil all (ides, and put them to flight with great (laughter. On 
this occafion Lajii behaved with much valour and intr'epidity $ 
for he kept dole to Pompey during the whole time of the tn« 
gigement, and, having had at lalt an op|>ortunity of difcharg- 
mg a blow at lum, pitreed his breaft-pUte. Hereupon Pom- 
pfyt facing his adverfary, threw his javelin at him With fuch 
vigoui, that he laid him dead at his feet. The Albanians^ 
d (heartened by the dtat^ of their gencial, fled In dif- 
ordtf to the neighbouring foreft, which the P<niiahs fet on 
flic, trying aloud, while the foreft was burning, Baiurmliay 

itm tialia f to remind ihcAlbamans^ that they had attempted 
to fuipnle them m their quarters during the feafts of Saturn^ 
and therefore ought to expert no quarter. after the 

defeat of his troops, retired to mount Caucafus^ and from 
thtnee Tent cmbt(la(lori> to (Irike up a peace with the con- 
queroi, who willingly granted it, being deflrous to put an 
end to the wir, and turn his arms agiinft the king of Par- 
tbm^ who had cnteied Cm or dyne at the head of a mighty 
arnn ^ (C). 

Or(*J(S^ was fucceeded by his fon Zobetes, who, having ven¬ 
tured an engagement with P. Cantdius^ Man Antony''^ Iitu- 
tenant, was by him intirely defeated, and obliged to fue for 
peace. In tins war Canidtus was powerfully aflmed by Phat-' 
rabaztts king of Iberia The next king of Albania we find 
meniioued in hiflo''y is Pharajincnit^ who, m the tune of the 
emperor Aamn^ committed great dcvaftations in Armenia^ 
Cc fpadena^ and Media ^ and was on that account fummoiicd 
by the emperor to Rome, Phu^'afm na refufed to comply 
with the fummoii'! • but, in the mean time, to Adrian^ 

fent lum fonic valuable prefent , among which were many 
great-coat , fuch worn in thofe daj-s by military men, 

all of clotii of gold. Thefe alone the emperor accepted, but 

1 Dio, I XXXVI PtuT in Pomp Appian in Mithndat, 
FcOR 1 III C C IuTPOP 1 VI OROa 1 VI c 4 Stx Ruf 
ID cr lom haosTiv. itratag 1 u t 3 ^ Pi vt. in Anton. 

Dio, 1 xlix 

(C) It was confiantly reported whence they concluded this re> 
before the cngigement we ha''C public of military women to be 
(poken of above, that there were a mere fable, adopted on too 
many Amaxent ip %\xq Albanian (light grounds by many credulous 
aimy; but theR^M/urr, whohad hiflonans. Oitefes is by fome 
g»cn ctcdit to that rumour, in writers called Oiodei^^i. faidto 
llnpptng the dead on the field of have fbught three uafuccefsfi^ 
battle, found none ol tho(c war* battled with Pompey (a), 
like females among them , 

(cl Ontf l 111. f. Ruf.l.yi e.l^ttrtpit, Fr*rt 

'jftmanJt <4 rr^n r, fturj/, ^ 

with 
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view ta affront the king who had lent 
4lfein'4 he caufe^ i^tee hundred oHmiflais to be clad wrth 
Ihmn, 4»nd in that %ht the wild bcafts in the public 
theatre. Upon iA9^w|»/death the king i^*iManta came to 
at the. ffnm he Antminui 

i^rW.'whp redeiVjEwltltn with great inarki>of efleem, and 
ient n^H ibaded>.w}th prefents to hia kingdom Tra- 
MarctlHmi > i^ak of two kings of. Albania^ 
whonk^theji^do not name, the' one 'cotemporar^ with Sapor 1 . 
king of Pfrjia^ and the emperor Vderian \ the other reigning 
in the tinie of Sapor II. and entering into an alliance with 
him againif Conflantius^ the fon of Conftantine the Great, The 
Alhamant continued to be governed by their own princes till 
the reign of 'JuJtinlan II. who is faid by Zonaras *1, and 
other writers to have fubdued Albania by his general 
Leontius f’D). 

We lhall conclude our account of thefe three kingdoms 
with the words of Sir John Chardin^ who, in defcnbing the 
prefent Georgia^ which comprehends the greater part of the 
antient Colchis, Iberia, and Albania, fpcaks of it thus: 
** Georgia is as fertile a country as can be ieen ; the bread is 
•* as good there as in any part eff the world j the fruit of an 
“ eaquifite flavour, and of different forts: no place in Eu- 
lope yields better pears and apples j no place in AJia better 
i* pomegranates. The country abounds with cattle, venifon, 
“ and wild fowl of all forts ; the river Kur is well (locked 
with fl(h ; ^thc wine is fo rich, that the king of Perjia has 

" Dio ibid. ZoKAR. & Spartian. in i^drian. Capitoun. 
in Antonin. Pio. ’’Trfbel. in Valer. ? Marcslliu. 
1 . xvm. * s Zonar. in Julbn. f Hilt. mile. 1 . xix. 


(D } The three kingdoms 
which we have here defenb- 
cd, to wit, Celchis, Iberia, and 
Albania, took up the whole 
ilthmus between the Ca/pian 
and Eusetne Teas, and extend¬ 
ed from the borders of Media 
Atropaten\, Amenta, wAPimtus, 
on the foath, to the mountains 
Corax and Caueafus on the north. 
Thefe mountains have been the 
fubieft of njj^ny poetical fables \ 
iwis^^Qidiifig haf been feigned by 
the poets sofoa iinprobable than 



what we read in fome of the an> 
tient geographers,to wit,that they 
were fo high as to be illummated 
by the rays of the fun even at 
midnight, it being certain, that 
they are not much above two 
perpendicular miles in height (3). 
They arc known to the prefent 
inhabitants by the names of Ce- 
CM and doebiaj^which are, with- 
oiit doubt, a corruption of the 
antient name Cwax, The A* 
tabs call them the mountains of 
Raf, 

Ktrcttr, w monte pibterr, L l. t T4« 

L “ always 
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always fome of it fo^ his oWn table^ fsfr. ibhahlknls 
“ atcrobuft, valiant, and of a jovial temper, great lovers 6f 
“ wipe, and efteemed very trufty and faithful, endowed with 
<< natural parts, but, for want of education, very vicious. 
** The women are generally fair and Comely, and by their 
<< beauty recommen^d to the court of the ung of rsrjk^ 
*< whofe wives and concubines are for the moft part Ciirghn 
<< women. Nature has adorned them with gram no-wWe 
“ elfe to be met with ; k is unMiBble to fee them without 
“ loving thehi} they are of a full fijee, clean-limbed, fmall- 
«« waifted, fair, and well-proportioned.** Thus fiir Sir 
Chardtn^ to whofe words, or rather panegyric on the Georgian 
women, we beg leave to fubjoin a paflage out of another mo¬ 
dern traveler of no mean* cliara£lct $: ** As to the Gtorgian 
** women, fays he, they did not at all furprife us; for we 
expelled to hnd them perfed beauties ; they are no-way 
difagreeable, and may be counted beauties, if compared 
with the Curdes \ they have an air of health, that is pleafing 
** enough; but, after all, they are neither fo handfome, nor 
<< fo well ihaped,as is reported. Thofe who live in the towns 
<< have nothing extraordinary, more than the others ; fo that 
** I may, 1 think, venture to contradi£l the accounts that 
“ have been given us of them by moft travelers. ** But it is 
now time for us to take our leave ot Geatgiay and pafs into 
the neighbouring kingdom of Bofporus. 

* Tournsf. voyage, &c. vol. ii. epill. 6. 

It 

BOSPORUS. 

Boiporus. H £ antlcnt kingdom of Bofporus^ comprehending all the 
provinces that were fubjea to the Bofporan princes, was 
bounded on the eaft by Colchis ; on the weft by the gulf Car- 
ctnites ; on the fouth by the Euxine fea; and on the north by 
the ^anaisy where that river falls into the Palus Maetis ; fo 
that It roroprifed the Cherfomfus Taurica in EuropCy and in 
JJia ati that tra£l which lies between the Palus Mmtis and 
the Euxine fea (A). 

(A)i9rW0r»/^iV«/«i^}confine% we have followed, extends it to 
the kingdom of Bofporus with- the gulf Carnmtts, which, with 
in the Bofporus CtmmtriuSy the the Palus M^otis, forms the idh- 
boundary of Europe and AJia on mus of the Chtrfonefus. 
that fide t but S/ra^o (a), whom 

s 

(j) Dttdor, itcul, /• xil. (u) Strahf 4 vh* 

CiTIfiS 



Cf'wis q( note in^ the J^ttc Bofporus were, antiently, Citicu 
Blfanagm 4 i .placed by fome p^grapheis on the Euxine fea, 
by others on the F^MiM 09 iU } but by Pimp » and Mda *» at 
fome diftance frony&i^ 'on a peninfula, they call Co- 
roemdama* N^,^^t*«ity was formerly e Ihhioua temple dc** 
dicated to Venus fo tilled from the 'Oreek word apate^ 

fignifying deeeit j for* fhc is feigned to have overcome the 
giants by a ftratagem fuggefted to her by Hercules. This 
city wa^, according to Sfraho *, the metropolis of Bofpefus in 
A^. Cepif HermonaJJbi Stratodea^ and Cimmerium^ flood 
on the Bofpofus^ and are lard by Pliny to have been once re¬ 
markable cities. From the latter the Bofporus Cfmmerius bor¬ 
rowed its name, Strahoy Plinyy and Pompmius Meloy tell us, 
that Cimmirium was the chief city of the Cimmeriansy a people 
famous for their robberies as early as in the days of Homer, 

Thefc barbarians, being driven out of their country by the • 
Scythian nomades, ravaged the hnefl provinces in the euft, and 
'penetrated as far as Sardis in Lydia^ which they reduced j but, 
being afterwards overcome by Halyattcs king of Lydioy fome 
of them returned to their antient habitation ; and others, as 
moil hifiorians conjecture, advanced towards the north as far 
as the Baltic, and fettled in the Cimbrica Cherfonefus, now 
ftdland j for the Cimbri and Ctmmerii are, by moft hifiorians, 
thought to be one and the fame people. The other cities 
taken notice of by the anticnts in the AJiatic Bofporus, are, 

Sinda, on the Palus Maotis ; Tanais, at the mouth of the 
river bearing that name, where the city of Afoph now ftands j 
Paniardis, 'fytambe, and Gerafum, called by Ptolomy a C/w- 
brian village. 

Thf coaft of the Euxine fca was inhabited by the Cercetee, hhaht-^ 
the Heniochi, the Mofhi, and the Acheei, of whom we have tanu. 
fpoken above. Strabo enumerates on the coaft of the Palus 
Maotis the following nations, the Sindi, Dandarii, Agtiy 
Arrichiy Tarpetes, Obidiaceni, Sittaceni, Dofei, and Afpun- 
gitani. I'o thefe Scylax adds the Coraxi, the Cotaci, or, as 
VoJJius will have it, the Coliti, and the Mehnchleni. The 
country bordering on the Palus Maotis and the Bofporus, 
which was inhabited by the Cimmerii, is reprefented by the 
anticnts as an inhofpitable place, covered with thick forefts, 
and continual fogs, which the rays of the fun could not break 
through (B). 

The 


» Plik, 1. vi. c. 6. 

« Strabo, 1. xi. 

(B) This frightful defeription 
gjive Cicero and Ovid occafion to 
(Htt an etemfd night reigned 


^ PoMF.IVfCLA, I. i. c. 19. 

in this gloomy climate, and that 
fleep had taken up its abode here; 
and hence Cmmetian darknefs be- 
J4 2 camc;^ 
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The rivers mentioned by the antient ^cgraphm ih' 
tradl, are, the Anticites or Vardanus^ the P/atHfi the greatef 
and Icffer Rbmhitet^ and theMaruhiusy moil of them rpriAg- 
ing from the mountains of Sarmatia Afistte'd^ and all emptying 
themfeivcs into xhtPalus Maotis, w 


Taurica The TaurieeCherfenefuSy fo named fhomlts being apenin- 
Cherfone-Tula, antiently inhabited by the Tauriy or Taurejeythay as 
fus. Pliny and Ptolemy call them, lies between the Bumne Tea, the 
Palus Maotisy and the Bef^orus Cimmerius $ extends, accord* 
ing to Sir John Chardiny iixty>one leagues from caft to weft, 
and about thirty*jlive from north to Ibuch, and is joined to the 
Ciuts continent by a narrow ifthmus about a mile over. The 
cities of note in former times were, Taphra or Taphrusy on 
the ifthmus, where the prefent city of Przekop or Precop 
ftands. The modern city is fo called from the word przhpy 
fignifying a ditch j for it was built on the ditch which tM^r* 
tars cut acrofs the ifthmus. Cherronefusy or, as the more 
modern Greek writers call it, Cherfon, was according to 
Straboy built by the Greeks on the gulf Carctnites\ now the 
guh of NigropoUy on the weft coaft of the Cherfonefus. Of 
this city, now called Topetarkany there are ftill many ruins 
to be feen. ^theodoftoy or Theudajitiy another Greek city on 
the eaft coaft of the peninfula, once a place of great note, 
it is now known by the name of Caffa, .md is the capital of 
Little Tortaty, From this city the Bofporus Ctmmerius of 
the antients ib called by the prefent inhabitants the ftreights of 
Cedffd. Sanfon places Theodojia the modern city of 

TiyJfl ftands. Kympherumy Lagyray Charaxy Slc. flood on 
the Buxine fca, and Panticapawn on the Bojporus. This 
city was, according to Strabo, the metropolis of the European 
Bofporus. It was founded by the MVeJianty and lor jfome 
ages governed by its own laws; but at length fubdued by the 
kings of Bojporus. Some wii^ers have confounded the cities 
of Patiticapetum and Bojpetus\ but P//«y, Sttaboy e^nd Ste- 
phanusy fpcak of them as two different cities. Procopius often 
mentions the latter ; but never takes anv notice of Panttca- 
pieumy tho* the capital of Taurica Chrjbnefus. I'his pentn* 
Tula is «it prefent pofteffed by the TartaiSy and commonly 


came, according to LaSanttus, a 
proverb, fignifying an unpene¬ 
trable (laikneis, and likewiife a* 
gloomy and ftupid mind, hyco- 
phroxy Pliny, Eujiatbiue, Serwus, 
and others, have planted a co¬ 
lony of Cimtneriant in Italy, be¬ 
tween Ctmu. and Bata-, near the 


lake Amemus ; and tell us, that 
the fun never ihines on that 
fmall canton: hnxStiabe, who 
was better acquainted with the 
countries we are fpeaking of, de- 
fcribes them as abounding with 
all the neceftartes of life, and »* 
ther pleafant than difagreeabie. 


known 



jepown bj> th« name of the C^fm, which it borrowed from the 
city of Krymy antiently called Cremms, The Befponts Cm- 
nuriusy now the of Kertzi cx Caffoy which divides 

Europe and &fld KuhaUy^^^K above four 

leagues over. Maotis extends fhUdS'fouth-weft to 

north-eaft about one hundred and thirty leagues, having on 
^ north and weft Liiih Tartary ; on the fouih-weft the 
Cherfotufus Tauricay now the Crim ; and on the eaft and 
foutn*eaft Sarmatia jifiaticoy now Circafs Tartary. This fea 
or la]te,was called % the antients P^/«/ Maothy from the 
Maoti or Meeoticiy a ^ople inhabiting the European and part 
of the Afiatk coaft, and alio Ealus Sarmatiay Ctmmniee Pa- 
ludesy Scythica Stagnuy and Ponti Euxini matery or, the mother 
of the Buxine fea ; but its modern name is the fea of Zabachy 
borrowed from a iifli taken there at certain feafons of the year. 

The Befporani were governed by princes of their owh in Eixgs of 
the earlieft times; but as the works of Trogus Pompeiusy who®°^P°“ 
wrote thehiftory of the Bofporan kings **, have not reached us, 
we can give but a very indifferent account of them. The 
firft we meet with in hiftory is Leucony wbo is mentioned by 
Strabo ^; but we are quite in the dark both as to his reign and 
to that of ParifadeSy whom Strabo calls the laft of his race. Parif^des. 
Diodorus Siculus tells us, that many kings had reigned in 
Bofporus before the confulate of M, Genutius AugurinuSy and 
P. Curiatius Philo, Hence it is plain, that Leucan and Pari- 
fades were not, as fome authors have thought, the founders of 
the BofporarZLin^Aomy but pieceded by a lung fenes of princes 
of the fame race, Spartacus 1. fucceeded Patijadesy and jj, Spartacus# 
faid by Diodorus Siculus, in one place, to have reigned feven 
years, and, in another, feventeen *. lie had two funs, 2®**'“*^’*^* 
cus zxid Spartacus, He left the kingdom to the former, who 
reigned four years, and dying without children, was fucceeded 
by his brother Spartacus II. and he, after a reign of twenty- 
fix years, by his fon Satyrus, who icigned fouitcen years _ 

After him came Lemon II. who waged war with oaeMnemon, 
probably a neighbouring prince, by whom he u as overcome, 
and with the Hciadeans, over whom he gained confidcrable 
advantages. He had a particular regard for the Atheniansyfmjout*, 
whom he fupplied with a great quantity of corn in *'hc time ot and u ta 
of a famini^, and allowed their merchants a free trade tq by 

the parts of his dominions. Tl>e Atheniansy In return for his^^^ Atbc* 
Jcindnufs, made him and his childien fiee of Athens, and grant-*'''*®®* 
ed to his trading fubjtdis the fame privileges and exemptions 
in Attica, which their citizens enjoyed in Bofporus, eredfing 

^ Vide Prolog. 1. xxxvii. • Strabo, 1, vii. ^ Djodox. 

SicvL. 1. xit. c. 4 , & 5 . 9 Idem, 1. xiv. 
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three in memory of the good unddrftandifl|^^^^t 
between.thc two ftates, to wit, one in the city of an¬ 

other iu the Penmt^' and the third Hear thp temple of tho 
Jrgunatas.^ He wak a great encoul'a|ear^^ trade, granting 
ample privileges to all foreign minifte^'’(^ing at itheoiojm in 
the ChrfoneJus\ by which means that City bhcame one of Ae 
moft rich and populous of the eaft His eaploHs were cele¬ 
brated by Ch yftppus the philofophej^ as Plutarch informs uS $ 

. hut have not reached our times. He lefntwo fons, Spartacus 
^ y* * and Parifades, The former, furnamed Satyrus^ fuctaeded 
him in the kingdom, and is called by Dinarchus the tyrant of 
Bofponts. He reftored Hecat^us, a neighbouring prinoe, to 
Jus kingdom, obliging him to marry his daughter, and murder 
Tirgataone his former wife, in order to male room for her. 
This kindled a bloody war between him and the fubje£l$ of 
Hecataus, in which he loft his fon, with whofe death he Was 
fofenfiblyafFefled, that he did not long outlive him,2)/' 
narchus tclh us that both he and his brother Partfadet fent 
yearly to I^emojibmes a thoufand bufhels of wheat. He reign¬ 
ed only five years, and was fucceeded, according to fome, by 
hiS younger Ion Gorgippus j ^according to others, by his brother 
Parifades Parifades, Of Gorgippus we find nothing upon record. 

II, rifades is faid by Diodorus Siculus * to have reigned thirty-eight 
ycarc. 

SatyrusII. He left three fons, Satyrus, Eumelus^ and Prytanis^ who 
^ made war upon one another. Satyrus II. the eldell, fucceed¬ 
ed his father; but his brother Eumelusy being ^fted by /riV- 
pimnes kine; of Thrace^ attempted to drive him from the 
throne. Satyrus had recouife to the Scythians, who fent to his 
afilfiance twenty thoufand foot, and ten thou/and horfe. 
With thefe, two thoufand Greeks, and an equal number of 
*rhtacians, he engaged and put to flight whofe army 

confifted of two-and-twenty thoufand foot, and twenty thou¬ 
fand horfe, all *Thraciam, under the command of Ariophames 
or Ariophames their king. After this defeat Emnelus and the 
*Tliracian king retired toa ftrong-hold, where they were clofe- 
ly fceiicged by the conqueror. While Satyrus continued be¬ 
fore this place, Menifeus, who commanded the mercenaries, 
being furrounded by the enemy while he was attempting to 
llorm the fort, haftened to his relief, andr^efeued him 

from tlie immeoent danger he was in; but was himfelf run 
tlirough the arm with a fpear, and died of the wound the 
night following, after a fhort reign of pine months. 

^ Demostken. contra Leptin. Diodor. Sicut. 1. xtv. & xvi. 
Straso, J. vii, PoLYAEN. 1. V. Dio Chrysost, orat. ii* dc 
regno. * Diooor. Sicul. l.xvi. Polyan. 1. viii. Pi- 

M ARCH. in orat. contra Pemoilhen. * Dxonoji, Sic vl. 1. Xfi. 

A ■' UpbN 
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'UpowKb'^eath mm feus ^ bieaking up the fieee, retired Prytauis. 
ivJth the armtf’jto die city of Gargaza, and from thence car- 
the kiDg*s^hody ^Punti^paumf and there delivered it to 
his brother Fryta^^^k^ having buried it great ponlp, 
took upon himreW^^Cdmmand of the the title of 

king. £«;nr4rieOTdmbafladorstothene^idhg, offering to 
disband his forces, u'pon condition that be would divide the 
kingdom with him i but Pry^unis not hearkening to his pro- 
pofals, by the affilh^ce of the neighbouring barWians, Eu- 
'nulus made bimfelf mailer of Gargara<t and ievera) other cities. 
Hereupon Prytanis marched againft him, at the head of a nu¬ 
merous army; but was overcome in a pitched battle, and be¬ 
ing fliut up within a narrow neck of land between the Palus 
Maotis and a lake, was forced to furrender, give up his army, 
and depart the kingdom \ but he foon returned, and, by the 
aiBftance of his friends, made himfelf mailer of Tome Jlrong- 
holds. Whereupon Eumelus marched againft him anew, 
having put his army to flight, purfued him to a place called the 
Gardens, where he endeavoured to make head againft his bro¬ 
ther’s vidlorious army, but was killed in the attempt. 

Upon his death Eumelus ordered all the friends and chil- Eomelus. 
dren of his two brothers Satyrus and Prytanis to be m'urdered. 
Parifades alone, the fon of Satyrus, had the good luck to 
make his efcape to the court of Jgaras king of the ^cythiams ; 
all the others were inhumanly maflacred. This cruelty tn- 
cenfed the people, who were ready to revolt, and revenge 
the death of^ their fridhds with that of the tyrant, when £«- 
melus, calling’them together, promifed to alter his condudl, 
reftored to the cities their former privileges, freed them from 
all kind of taxes, and having by that means regained their 
affeiftions, governed the kingdom with great equity and mode¬ 
ration to his death. He is celebrated by the antients as the 
greateft king who had ever reigned in Bofperus j for he not 
only defended his dominions againft the neighbouring barba¬ 
rians, who, at different times, invaded it with numerous 
armies, but would have brought all the nations round him 
under fubje£lion, as D^dotus informs us, had he not been ^ 
prevented by death, after a reign of live years, and as many 
months } for as he was returning out of Scythia in a chariot 
covered with a canopy, the horfes taking fright, and the 
driver not being able to ftop tliem in their career, the king 
threw himfelf out $ but his fword iatanglihg in one Of the 
wheels,he was hurried away with the violent motion of the cha¬ 
riot, anVPkaied (C). 

‘ Hfi 

(C) We are told, that he had beware of a moving honfe; and 
btfh, an prade {0 therefore never ventured to go 

^4 to 
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Spartacas H» was fuccccded by his fon Spariatm IH- ,w)£il^gned 
III. twenty years. Many years after, we read of LtneaHor reign- 
Lcucanor. iijg^ in the Bofportu Cimmerim^ and paying a yearly tribute to 
the Scythians. He was treacheroufly murdered by one Arfa- 
comas, z Scythian pntiQt, for having refufed him, his daughtet 
Euboitus. in marriage m. Upon his death Euhoitus, his brother by a 
concubine, was placed on the throne by the Sarmatians, and 
maintained on it by them, and by the Alani, and the Gutlk 
ftates of Jfta, who willingly joiii^ him againft the Scythians, 
who began to be too powerful in thofe parts s however, he 
could never enjoy his kingdom in peace and tranquillity, till 
he fubmitted to pay the Scythians a double tribute 
Panfades prince we find reigning in Bofporus, is Parifa^ 

Uj, des III. who, not being able to pay toScilurus king of Scythia the 

unreafonable tribute he cxafled, nor to withiland fo powerful 
an enemy, voluntarily refigned the kingdom to Mithndates the 
Qreat king of Pontui, after it had been held by his anceftors 
for the Ipace of four hundred years, as Lucian, Diodorus 
Siculus 0, and Straho p, inform us. In the time of the laft 
Jhlitbrtdatic war, the Bofporans revolted from Mithridates, 
and admitted Roman garifons into the cities of Phanagoria, 
Theadojia, Cherfonejus, and Nymphaum ; but, upon the death 
of that piince, the whole country was refiored by Pompey to 
Pharna- kis fon Pharnaces, whom he honoured with the title of a 
ces. friend and ally of the Roman people. During the civil war 
between Cafar and Pompey, Pharnaces,<moX. fitisfied with the 
kingdom of Bofporus, attempted the recovery c#/ his father’s 
dominions, eroded the Euxine fea, and reduced Colchis, 
Armenia Minor, and feveral places in Cappadocia, PentUi, and 
Bith)nia 1. After the battle of Pharfalta, Ctefar Cent Do-^ 
mitius Calvlnus againft him with part of his ai my ; but Do^ 
mitlus being overa me in a pitched battle, Phatnaces made 
himfelf matter of the remaining part oiPontus and Cappadocia, 
and of all Biihynia, whence he was preparing to advance 
iTiXo Afia, proptiJy fo called j but in the mean time Cajar 

♦ 

^ Lvciak. in Toxari. “ Idem ibid. ® Lvcian. & 
Diodor. SicuL. ibid. p Strabo,! vii 1 PLUT.inC.ef 
Hirt de bJl Alt.xandrm. Di Cass. 1. xlii Appian. debiU. 
cjvil 1 . ii. c ' 

4 
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into any Loufe, till his levants the horfes had been frightened at 
had thoioiighly examined both the canopy placed on his chariot, 
the roof and the foundation; they‘’condiMtd that the pro* 
but when they underftood, that phecy was folljllcd ( 3 ). 


(3} Diodir, Sit </. / XXt 


leaving 


1 



Wvrsis paiSng bis time in banquets and 


revels with CUopatra^ and rroffing Syria, came unotpkctedly- 
upon Pbamaees*, au^^^Wving attacked him, viritbout allhwtng 
any refpite, either own men or to Ae enemy, gamed 
a complete vidtoifl^gft account whereof h^%otc to one oio<veremt 
bis friends in the celeb^ted words. Vent, wS, vici, I came^hyQtaiu,^ 
I jfaw, I eanqueredi which, as they well e’cprefled the ex> 
pedition by which he obtain^ fo (i^l a viAory, he caufed 
to be written tn capital letters, ana cairied before him m his 


rnumph 

Pharnaces, after this defeat, fled to Sinope, with a thou- 
&nd horfe'^, and from thence faded back into Bqfperus, where 
he no fooner landed, but Afander, whom he had appointed 
governor of that country during his abfence, feiaed him, 
and put him to death, taking upon himfelf the tirle of king 
of Bofporus Hereupon Catjar beftowed the kingdom of 
Bofporus on Mithridates the Pergamtan, in regard of theMithri- 
eminent fervice he had done him in Egypt, as we have re- dates the 
latcd m the hiftory of that country. At the fame time he^®*^S^*’’ 
appointed him tetrarch of Galatia, which he had a title to in^* 
right of his mother, who was defeended from one of thofe 
tetrarchs. He might alfo have laid claim to the kingdom of 
Bofpurus, in right of his father, for he was fuppofed to be 
the fon of Mithridates the Great, his mother having been 
one of that prince’s concubines, after the death of Menodotus 
of Per gamut husb<}nd. But Cafar, in appointing him 
king of Bofpot us, gave him only an empty title j for Afander 
being in pofTeihon of the whole country, he was to fettle 
himfelf on the throne by force of arms. With this view he 
raifcd what forces he could; but, m^cad of gaming the 
kingdom, loft his life, being overcome and ftain m battle by 
Afander, who, after his death, held the kingdom without 
any further moleftation, the Romans not being at leifure, on 
account of their intcftine bioils, to give him an) difturbance*. 

He was a man of great courage, and skill m the military 
art, and in neither reckoned inferior to any of the age he 
lived in . however, the emperor Augujlus, diftrufting hun, 
gave the command of the Bofporan troops, who ferved in the 
Romans my, to Sertbonms •, -whic^i Afander took fo much 
amifs, that he abftained from all food, and by that means put 
an end to his life in the mnStv-third of his age Upon 


' Avvian. 1. 11 p. 485.* Plvt. in C»f. Suet, in Jolio. 
• Appian Hirt.& Plvt. ibid. * Appian. inMithndat. 

P *54‘ Strabo, 1. xiii p 625. Hirt. ibid. “ Strabo, 
& DlOf ibid* IvciAii. w macrob. 
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his ^catb, Scrihonius giving out that he was ^ §t^dCon ^ i 
A^thti 4 atitf married Dynamic the daughter * of Bharnact^^ 
and pogefl'ed himfelf of the kingdom Of Bofp^us ; but was 
foon driven out by Polemn, oit whom had beftowed 

that kingdom. * 'i' ‘ 

Pokinon. Polemon was the Ton of Zem^ a famous orator of Laoitao i 
and, af(er the battle of Philippi, had been, by Marc Ant^^ 
rewarded for his gallant behaviour, with that part of the’king* 
cJom of Pontus which lay next to Cappadocia. He attended 
the fame Marc Antony in his expedition againft the Pctrthifmt, 
by whom he was taken prifoner. He was afterwards fent by 
the king of Media, to negotiate a peace between him and 
Antony | which he concluded to the great fatisfadtion of the 
triumvir, by whom he was, on that confideration, made 
king of Armynia Minor, After the battle of AHium, in which 
be fought with great bravery for Antony, he was not only 
pardoned by Augujlus, but fent by him, oi rather by Agrippa, 
againil Scrihonius, whom he defeated, and drove from the 
throne. He engaged in fcveral wars with the neighbouring 
barbarians, whom he kept in awe, preventing them from 
making dneurfions into the Roman territories j but was at 
length overcome, taken, and put to death, by the Afpun^iam, 
wh^ Strabo reckons among the nations that bordered on the 
Palus Maotis, He had been honoured by Augujlus, fome 
time before his death, with the tnle of a friend and ally of 
the Reman people He left two Tons, Zeno and Polemonll. 
The former, furnamed Artaxia, was, by GerOnanicus, made 
king of Armenia, to the great fatisfaftion of the Armenians^ 
among whom he had been brought up The latter fuc- 
cceded his father in the kingdom of Befporus, which he 
exchanged, in the reign of Claudius, for parr of Cilicia. We 
find no further mbntion in hiftory of the Bofporani, till 
the reign of Trajan, who, as Eutropius informs us^, re¬ 
ceived the king of Befporus under his protedfion. In the 
time of Antoninus Pius, one Rmethalces reigned in the Bof- 
port'. Cmmerius, and came to Rome to treat with the em¬ 
peror about the affairs of his kingdom, as we read in Caps- 
iolinus^. Lucian tells us*, thgt the Bofporans, in his time, 
were governed by a king named Eupator ; but what fate at¬ 
tended them thenceforth, to the divifon of the empire, we 
f lid no-where recorded i ahd therefore fhall proceed to a 

^ Strabo, 1. xi. Plut. in Antflilo. Aphan. de bell, civil. 

I, V. Dio, lib. xlix, liii. liv. * Tacit, annal. 1. ii. c. 54,56. 

V Eutrop. 1. viii. » Capitol, in Antonin, Pio. * liUciAH. 
ibid. 
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|iiccin£l succ&hitA of the other kingdom mentioned in the 
tkle prefixed to thb chaptfrr. 
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tf 7 E have delivered elfewhere » the hiftory of Media ^ from Media. 

the earlieft account of time, to its being reduced by 
the PerfianSp by whom it was held to the reign of Darius 
Codomannusy^hon the other provinces fell under the 

power of the M^tedotdans \ but that which lay between 
mount Taurus and the Cafpian fca, withftood Alexander, 
being defended by one Atrepatusy who, upon the downtal 
of the Perjkn monarchy, kept it for himfclf, and tranfmited 
it to his pofterity, who held it as fovereigns to Strabo*^ 
time From Atropatus, it was called Media Atropatia, or 
limply Atrepatene^ In procefs of time, it became a very 
conllderable kingdom ; for Sttabo tells us^^, that the kings 
of Atropatene could bring into the field forty thoufand foot, 
and twenty thoufand horfe. The metropolis of this king* 
dom is called by Strabo, Gaza 5 by Plutarchy Phtabata \ 

. and by Dio, Praafpa. But, as we have deferibed elfe* 
where ^ this country, and given an account of the cities it 
contained, we fliall proceed to the hiftory of its kings. "TheKingr 
firft who reigned here was who, being governor -Atropa- 

of this province in tlie time of Darius Codomannus^ as we have 
hinted above delendcd the nariow palTcs leading into it 


Alexander and, upon his departure, caiffcd hinifclf 
to be acknowlcged king of the country. Upon the death of 
Alexander, Perdtccas, who had marnea Atropatus*& daughter, 
fulFered him to enjoy his new kingdom without molellation. 

The other kings of Media we find mentioned in hiftory, are, 
Timarchus, Mithridates, Darius, and Artuafdes, Tmgrehus Timar- 
reigned in the time of Dtniettius Sotet king of Syria, whochus 
attempted, but without fuccefs, to reduce Media, as Trogus 
informs us ®. Mithridates was cotemporary with Mttbrt' Muhrida- 
dates the Great king of Pentus, whom he alfifted againfttes. 
Lucullus. He married the daughter of Ttgranes king of 
Armenia ; but, dying without iftue, left the kingdom to his 
htoihtt Darius, wholikewifc Mttbtidates •, butDanus. 

was overcome hyPompey^* ^Darius was'fucceeded by his 
fon Attvafdes, or Artuafdes, on whom Mare Antony made Artuafdes. 


*Seevol V p. ^^^feq. *> Strabo, l.xi. p 5^3. 'Idem 

ibid. * S^vol. V. p 4,&feq. * Tboo Pomp prolog. 

1. xxxiv £ Dio, 1 xxxv, Piut. in Pomp. Appian. m 

Mittodat. 


war. 
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war, at the inftigaticn of Artahazuf king of Ameitia \ hut 
was therein attended with bad lUdcefii, as we (hall relate in 
the hiftory of Parthia. 

Ui^ON the retreat of Man Antmy^ Artua/des falling out 
with his allies i&ktrParthians^ about the divifion of the J^man 
fpoils. Tent embafTadors into Egypi^ acquainting Antw^f 
that he was ready to join him with all his forces, and^affift 
him to the utmoft of his power in the redu£tion>of Parthia, 
Hereupon the triumvir refolved to return into Parthia by 
the way of Media \ and, to attach Artuafdes more firmly to 
Ibis intereif, hrft Tent him, as a prefent, the head of Arta^ 
baiMs^ his invetecate enemy, whom he had treacheroufiy 
feized; and afterwards contra^ed a marriage for ^xander^ 
one of his Tons by Cleopatra, with a daughter of the king of 
Media \ but in the mean time the civil wav breaking out 
between Antony and O^avianus, Artue^de^ fent his forces to 
Join the former, which gave the Partbtam an opportunity of 
invading his dominions, and driving him from the throne^ 
After having lived fome time in Syria, he had recourfe to 
the clemency of 0 £favianus, who received him into favour, 
and bellowed upon him the kingdom of Aimenia Minor b. 
As for the kingdom of Media, it continued fubje^t to the 
Parthians, who helc| it for many years, as wc fhall fee in 
the hiftory of that people (A). 

* Dio, 1. jdix. p>4i5. Zonar. tom/'. 

(A) Some authors indeed fpeak Arfactda ; for Dio, Taatm, and 
of kings reigning in Media long Jofephus, tell us, thax^OiParthian 
after the times we are now kings fometimes fuifered their 
writing of i but thefe princes younger brotheis to reigu lu 
were probably of the race of the Media. 

B A C T R I A. 

Bailria. ID ACT Rl A or BaSriana, nom Chora/fan, was bound- 

ed on the weft by Margiana ; on the north by the river 
Oxus ; on the fouth by mount Paropamifus j and on the eaft 
by A/iaiic Scythia, and^ the country of the Maffugeta. It 
was a large, fruitful, and welj-peopled country, containing, 
if Ammianus Marcellinus is to be credited a thoufand cities j 
hut pf tbefe we find only the following mentioned by the 

* Ammian. Marcbl. I. xxiil 

* 


antients; 
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airttettts: Ma^«i tliV metropolis of the country, called an-C/ft# »/ 

tiently Zariajpe (A). , . . , ^ 

The other Cities of Ba^rta, mentioned by the antient 
geographers, are, Mfi^andnay probably buile by Alexander 5 
Darapfa or Adraffa^ iHufi fame city which Adrian cM Drop- 
fa6a"\ EuchraiidtaX'^oriafa, both fpoketi bf by « ; 

the latter was deftroyed by Alexander: Stfmethra Petra 
where Alexander folemnized his marnagt with Roxana^ who 


was^ k^pt AercT Maracanda^ repaired, but not built, as 
JEneas Sylvius and Cambinus have imagined, by Tamerlan, 
The fame writer tell us, that Maracanda was the birth¬ 


place of that great commander j but are therein contradicted 
by Chalcccondyles^. This city is now known by the name of 
Samaracanda ; whence the prefent kings ot Perjia ftylc 
themfelvcs princes of Samaracanda ^ as David Chytraus in¬ 
forms us *. Ebufmi and Charrotharta, now Chianachar, 
were once two places of great note, being called by Ptolemy 
royal cities 

The chief rivers of were, the OrAar, ihtOxus, Rivers, 

the OrgomeneSy or, as Ptolemy calls it, Dargemenesy the 
Xariafpa or Zattajpesy the AritmiSy and the Dargtdus, 

,Moft of thefe rivers fall into the Ochus, which Ipnngs from 
mount Pai opamtjusy and difchargcs itfelf into the Cafpsan 
fea. Paropamtfusy or Parapamtfus, is apart of mount Taurusy 
and not of mount CaucafuSy as thole who attended Alexander 
in his expedition into Indtay^vtere pleafed to call it k. That 
part of Ba^ 1, which was watered by the river 0 >,usy is 
defciibed by the antients as a very fruitful country, abound¬ 
ing with paihires, and well flocked with cattle of a v ery large 
fize; but the fuuthcrn parts were nothing but Tandy deferts. 


•* Arrian 1 in c 29 ® Strabo, 1. xv p 408 

* Chalcocond 1 m * Chytraus m chron ^ See 

vol v p 59 8 Strabo, 1. XI p 348. Arrian. Indie c. 11 . 


(A) Some waters indeed make agreeing with both thefe writers, 
Badra and Zattafpe two differ- deienbes it as fbnding on the 
ent cities; but bitabo (i) and river Dargtdusy m the heart of 
Plmy 2 ) us, in exprefs terms, the country, at a great diilanCe 
that5^//ra and Zanafte were from mount which 

two names of one and the fame was tHb fuu^ern boundary, 
city /*/ijy places or the 1 10 m the nv*er Bad* us. Cur- 

xsv^r Zar,a/pa i and Curtius on /i«/( 3 } will have both the city 
the at the foot of mount ^nd country to have bcxiowtd 

Paropamfus y but Ptoknyy dif* their names. 

(1) /,»f, (a) p/ir, e, 15, le, (j) Cun / viu f 4 * * 
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without any track or beaten way; infomuch that travelers 
ufed to reft in the day*tlme, and purfue their journey in the 
night, guiding themfclves by the liars, as on the fea, not 
without danger of being buried in the fand. The country 
was inhabited by the following nations i to wit, the Sala~ 
tara^ Zariafpa, Chomatri^ Comi, Acinacte, TambyzeBt Tbo- 
car O'^ Marycaij Amarifpti^ and fbveral others of lefs note h. 
The Baifrians in general were reckoned good foldiers, be¬ 
ing always at war, either among themfelves, Ar with the 
neighbouring nations, and enemies to all manner of luxury. 
Plmy tells us, that they ufed to expofe their old people, 
when they attained to a certain age, to be devoured by fierce 
maftifFs, which they kept for that purpofe, and called fepul- 
cral dogs, Tlie fame author adds, that they allowed their 
daughters to keep company with whom they pleafed; and 
that incontinency was no way difreputablc, even to the 
women *. 

As to their government, they were ruled by kings in the 
earlieft ages. Xoroajhr is faid by Eujibius ** to have reigned 
iw Ba^iria, and to have been cotemporary with MVwf, who 
made war upon him, and Aibdued his country. But Ct fias 
mentions one OxyarUs^ as reigning in BaHria^ when that 
country was reduced by Ninu', and will have 7 ,oroaJier to 
have been cotemporary with Cytm the Gnat. P/iwy queflions 
whether he. ever reigned mBaBtteiy but of him, and his 
writings, we have fpoken elfewhcrc *. All authors agree, 
that Ba^ria was fubdued, firft by the AJyriu 5, and after¬ 
wards by the undcr«C^/»v the G*eutt as we have 

related m the Inftory of thole two empiics. It tell .ifter- 
wards under the power of the Ma^idonhim, and was held by 
the fucceflbrs of Seleucui Ntcatory till the reign of Anttochus 
T^htoSy when Tifcodotusy from governor of that province, 
became king, and llrengthened hiiufelf fo effeiSlually in his 
new kingdom, while Antmhus was engaged in a war witii 
Ptolemy Philadclphus king of Egypty that he could never after¬ 
wards difpoflels him of his acquilitions He was fuccceded 
by liij> Ton, named alfo I’heodotusy who, entering into an al¬ 
liance with ArJticeSy the founder of the Parthian monarchy, 
confidcrably iiihrgcd Ins kin^ dom, while the two brothers, 
Sihucui Callmicm An^.Antiochits HieraXy were walling their 
ilicngtb againft'each other«. Theodotus was overcome in 


** Sec vol V. p 59. ‘ Plin, ibid, ^ Euseb. inchron. 

* See vol. V. p, 383, & fcq. *" Arrian, in Parthic. apudPhot. 
tod. 58 Syncei.. p. 28|, Justin. 1 . xii. c. 4. Strabo, 
1 xr. p 515 n Justin^ 1 xU. c. 4. 
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battles and driven out 'by Euthydemm his brother, who, as Euthy Jc- 
he was a very valiant and prudent prince, maintained a long mub. 
war againil: Jntiochus the Great y in defence of his count! >, 
obliging him at laft to lay afide all thoughts of ever reducing 
it, as we have related in the hiflory of Syria, ^'uthydrmu^ 
was fucceeded by his brother Menander^ who, palling 
river Hypanisy fubdued the kingdom of Sigertts, the large“'^*'' 
province of Pattalenay and fevcral othci countries, unknown 
even to'AUxandcr the Great } but while he was preparing to 
make new conquefts, and invade the Syrian dominions, he 
was taken off by a violent fever, to the great grid of Ins iub- 
among whom his afhes were diffnbuted, to <|uell the 
difturbances that arofe on account of his body, which many 
cities laid claim to. By this means magnifice*nt monuments 
were created to his memory in moft cities of BaStna 

He was fucceeded by his nephew Demetrim, the fon ofDcmetii- 
Euthydemus, in whofe name he had governed, that prince being 
very young at his father's death. Demetrius was no ways 
inferior to his uncle in courage and bravery j for he not only 
maintained himfelf in the poffcffion of the provinces which 
Menander had reduced, but made fevcral new acquifitions, 
and, at bis death, Id’i the kingdom of BaStria in a moft 
flourifhingconditi('n. Ilis fon Eucratidcs built the city of £«-Kucn^i- 
cratidia ; and, having invatJed India, made himfelf maltcrdes 
of all thofc provinces which hid been fubjecled by Alcyander. 

On his return to his own dominions, he was trcachcroufly 
murdered 1! fon, named zKo Eucratides, to whom 
had committed the government of the kingdom during his‘^‘'‘’^^ 
abfencc. So wicked an action did not go long unpunilhed •, 
for the Scythians invading BaSlria on one fide, and the Pur- 
thians on the other, Eucrattdes was driven fiom the throne, 
aiui foon after killed in attempting to recover it. Upon his 
death, the Parthiatn fei/.ed on the provinces of Afpioma and 
Ihuriva, leaving all the reft to the Scythians, who held the 
kingdom of Baittia till ihc invafion of theof whom 
we (hall have occafion to fpeak in a more proper place. The 
kings, whom we find mentioned as reigning in Baffna in 
the times ot the emperors Adrian, Antoninus Pius, and 
Valerian, were all of Scythian extraiftion ; but the Scythians 
wcie, in their turn, driven out by.thc i/«w, who leigned 
in BaPria, as we read in our modern hiftolians, in the time 
of LadiJlausW, king of Hungary. 

• AREiAN. peripl. p. 32 . Trog. inpralog. 1. xli. 
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E D E S S A, 

Edella. H E antient city of Edejfa is placed by geogtaphers in 
A Mefopotamlay on the banks of the Scirius, between 
mount Maftus and the Euphrates, into which the Sdrtus 
emptier itfelf. It was once a place of great note, and fa-* 
mous for a temple of the Syrian goddefs, which was reckoned 
one of the richeft in the world, nations and prince fending 
thither prefenrs and offerings from all parts of the call. From 
this temple, Edefa was Itiled Hierapalis, or the holy city* 
During the inteftine broils, which greatly weakened the king- 
Augani!., dom of Syria, one Jugarus, or Abgarus, feized on the city 
9r Abga- of Edi’ffi, aitd its fruitful territory, which he eredled into a 
JUS, the new kingdom, ftiling himfelf king of Edeffa, and tranfmit- 
ftundir of jjtjg (Q j^ig pofterlty. iJnder which of the 

tfm hng- kings, this revolution happened, we find no-where re- 

corded. All we know of the founder of this new kingdom 
is, that he often defeated the Syriam, to whom the country 
which he poflefltd had been long fubjcdl ; and, in fpite of 
their utmoff efforts, left at his death his fmall principality, as 
JEgnatius^ and Xylander ft^le it in a very ffourifhing con- , 
Ariamnes, dition. He was fucceeded by his fon Afiamnes, or Abgarus IL 
or Abga- foj- name of Abgarus was common to all the Icings of 
rus II. Edejfa. This prince made himfelf mafter of the whole pro¬ 
vince of Ofrnm, and, entering into an alliance with Pompey, 
againft Tigrancs the Great king of Armenia, fupp’'-d his army 
with all manner of provifions. In the Patibian war, he 
pretended to fide with Crajfm ; but, in the mean time, 
maintaining a private corrclpondence with the enemy, he 
was the chief caufe of the great overthrow which the Romans 
received at Carrhee, as wc fhall relate at length in the hiftory 
Uchanias of the Partisans. He left the kingdom to his fon Uchanias, 
and Abga-mentioned by Eufebius c, who was fucceeded by his fon Ab~ 
XUS III. garus III. a prince much fpoken of by the ecclefiaftic writers, 
on accoviut of the letters which he is luppofed to have written 
to our Saviour, and our Saviour to him (A). 

Abgarus 

» iEcNAT. in Spart. Sever. Xylander, in Dion. lib. xl. 

® Euseb, hift. ecclef. 1. c. 15. 

« * 

(A) Thefe letters were found original Zyriac into Greek, and 
by Euftbha, as he affures us, in inferted in his ecclcfiaffic kiffo- 
the public archives of Edeffa, ry(i). They are alfo fpoken of 
and by him rranilated out of the by Nicephorus (2), Cedrenus (3), 

■ (1) tifm, i. i. c. 1^ Gf /. ii. c. t* (») mepb. Calltfi. 1 . ii. e. 7. 

(l) Ctdrin, p. 144, Gf/f. 

, Dorotheus, 
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Ahgarus IV. the fon of the above-mentioned prince, reign- Ahgaiu<i 
cd in the time of the cmpc lor Claudius^ and joined Q. Cajfius 1\ . 
governor of Syrian who had been ordered by that emperor to 
place Mcfje}dates on the throne of Parthia, Wb<’n Miher^ 
dates arrived at Edejfa^ Abgarus^ who had been gained over 
by the Parthiam, detained him there, under various pre¬ 
tences, till fuch time as the enemy had drawn together thtir 
forces j and, in the heat of the engagement, abandoning the 
Romans, with the king of tlie Adtabemam, brought on the 
defeat of their armyd. The next prince of Edejfu v/e find 
mentioned in hiftory, is, that Abgams, who was totem-Abgaru' 
porary with the emperor T/'tfw//, to whom he font, duiuig 
the war he waged with the Parthiam, two hundicJ and fiity 
fine horfes, a great many complete fuits of aimour, .’iid 
fixty thoufand javelins, ‘ttajau accepted of three bic.-ft- 
plates only, and declared Abgarus a friend and ady oi the 
Roman people Suidas fometimes call-* him Abgarus, and 
lometimes Augatus, giving him in one place the title of king, 
and elfewherc ftding him the chief of the Edcjfans. He wis Arb.ii. 
fucceeded hv hi* fon Aibuiides, who was highly favoured by do . 
Trajan. Al>yru\ VI. the fon of Arhandes, is mentioned 
Cnpitohnus in his life of Arit'nlriHi Piui, and by EplphaT:\s, ^ 1 
whv) calls him a moft ptoii* pi nice Another prince of ttie 
fame name rngned at in the time of thcirnpeiur 

StMettis, afliftod him m tla* wars he waged in the vaM, rnl 
attended J • »'> Rome, wlieic he was, hj the »,tnpcr(n*j 

order, leitr.cd and eiuoitumd will* tlie urmoH pomp a .<i 
fplcndoi b He was .lUeiW.o'ls fufpeilcd, by Carac Hi, oi 
holding a roiielpoiid>,iiee witii the enemies of Ro*»^, a''d 

••T-vcir 1 . Aii ' bbioA., voce't*-T tojl Tikopoi. Min 
111 fragmu l ‘ Sia* ii/in in bevero. 


Dih/tJ?ins (<).), h-jrgiiuff 5 ), (7/r 

Las[G},Cui jUiI 

&. C . TJie laft-in.'iitiouod wiuer 
tells ns, that oiir Savioui’s letter 
was ftolen in the letgn of Andto 
nuus Cf/muenui, and ncvei aftei 
heard of (y) Thelc letters have 
given oc afion to many difputcs 
among oar modern wnteis, fomc 
maintaining them to be genuine, 
and others to be forged. This 


fiihjci‘1 has bren learnedl) hm 
dkd by Cu/iu.^on, (tf.tfitu., ^'I- 
leMOHt, D:i PiH, and the late la¬ 
ther Ah 'iir hr, A V litr nl gn i'- 
note of the Domh .m >nd<,i. 
whom w'.* rct<*t luiln'f our lea¬ 
ders as ^le defiro'i-. to be well 
ati^iiaiiited with this coutioveify, 
whicli IS altogether foreign to 
our fubjed. 


(■ 4 ) Dorcti. in Jjnopji. ( 5 ) F’aa^tius, i . h. 

^•393 * 44^* (7) Cur^alat. p, bo, o'j. 

(9y Nicttai , tbfi , ^ 
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being fummoncd to juftify himfelf before the iemperor, he 
was, by his order, confined, and his kingdom reduced to a 
Roman province ® (B}. , 

8 Dio, & XomAn. in Caracalla & Heliogabalo. Spartian. 
ubi fupra. Herodian. 1. lii. 

(B) He is by Spartianus called dro'inet a proVince of Mefipota- 
king of Pfrfia ; but by D/o, w/V, bounded on the weft and 
andking of fouth' by the Euphrates ; on the 
the Ofroeui, the dominions of the eaft by the Chahoras or Alorras ; 
kings of EJeJJh being confined and on the north by mountTtfw- 
wjthin the narrow bounds of Of- rM\ dividing it from the Greater 
ro'eae, or, as others calls it. Of- Armenia. 

9 

E M E S A. 

• • 

Emefa. Tf M E S A^ Essiifa, of Emtjfa, was a city of Syria^ placed 
^ by moft of the antient geographers on the Orontes^ be- 
Sampfice- tween j4piimea ami Laodkea Cnbiofa. This city one Samp- 
ramus, ficet'amus., an Arahian., feized duririg the troubles of Syria ; 
founder ^and, alTuming the title of king, held Emefa., and its fmall 
thisfsnalt territory, without the leafl: dillurbancc from the Seleucida, 
kingdom. Other more important wars on their hands » (A), 

fambli- He left two fons, lamblkhus and Alexander. The for- 
chus. mer fucceeded his father, and, as he was greatly attached to 
the Remans, acquainted Cicero, while he govt'iTied Cilicia in 
quality of proconful, with the motions and defigns of the Par- 
thians, who, under the conduil of Pacorus their king, were 
preparing to invade Syria. In the civil wars of Rome^ he 
lided firlt with Citjar againft Pompey^ and afterwards with 
Antony 'againft OStavianus. After the victory gained by the 
latter at AHiutn., Antony., apprehending that he defigned to 
follow the example of the neighbouring princes, who had all 
declar.:! for the conqueror, got him into his power, and, 
upon that bare fufpicion, caufed him to be put to a moft cruel 
death He is ftyled by Strabo, the petty king of the Emefeni ; 
by jofephus, a petty prince of Arabia; and by />w, prince 
of the Arabians. 

« 

* Strabo, 1 . xvi. * ^ Strabo, ibid. Joseph, antiq, 

i, .xiv. c. 13, Dio, lib. 1 . Crc. cpift. ad fam. 1 . xv. epift. 1. 

(A 1 Sampfeeratntts is often is of opinion, that Geero, undec 
mentioned by Cicero, in his let- that difgaife, meant Pomp/y, who 
ters (0 Aitkus (1). But W%olius had overcome San^pficeramus. 

(1) Ci(, ad Auk, h ii. cpifl, ip., 16, I7, ^ 13. 
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Upo^^ his death the kingdom was, by Antony j bedowcd 
on his brother Alexander^ who, continuing faithful to hisAIexan 
benefactor in his greateft diftrefs, was taken prifoner by O^^A-der. 
viusy and not only deprived of his kingdom, but carried in 
triumph, and afterwards put to death *=. His fon iamUichus 11 . lambli- 
was received into favour by OSiavianus^^ and by him reitoredchus If. 
to his* father^s kingdom, after he had lived fome time in 
banifhment Many years after him reigned Bamfficeramiis II« 
whom fome writers take to have been his grandfon. He is 
mentioned by JofephuSy who ftiles liim king of the Emt- 
feni He was fucceeded by his fon Azizus, who, falling in Azizui- 
love with Drufilla^ the* After of Agrippa minor, embiaccd 
the Jewifly religion, in order to marry her ^ His After Jotapr 
was married to Arijlohulus, the brother of r/;^ GVrrt/ s, 

Acizm^ is the laft king of Emcfa we find mcntioited in hiftory. 

This fniall kingdom was perhaps leized‘by the Arabians j for, 
fome years after, we'find it pofleAed by the Itur<ean$. 7 ’he 
emperor Heliogabalus was a native, as Evagrius informs us* 
ot the city of Emej'a. 

® Dio, lib. li. Idem, lib. liv. ® Joseph, antiq. 

xviii. c. 7, Sc 1 . xix' c. 7. * Idem, 1 . xx. c. 5. Zoxar. 

tom f Idem, l.x\iii. c. 7, 
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A S we have deferibed clfewhcre the province c\{ AAiahcm 
which was the richeft and moft fruitful of all Afyi'm-t wc 
(hall in this place only give a fuccinCt account of the king--, 
who, taking advantage ot the difturb.tnccs- that rci>;netl among 
the Selcucida, erefted here a new kingdom, and held it in 
fpite of the Syrian king-., till they were driven out by the 
fuperior power of the Roman emperors. I'he Arft king wc Kirg. 
And mentioned in hiftnrv, reigned in the time of the Alitbri; 
datiewar, and joined Tigranes Lucullus, as we re.'td 

in Plutarch, though that author does not acquaint us with his 
naniel*. Many years after, that is, in the reign of the em¬ 
peror Claudius, one Monobazxa, called alfo Bazeos, ruled Mono 
over the Adiahenians. This prince, falling m luve with his'^'^''* 
After Helena, matried her, and kad by her tv^o A)ns; to wit, 

^ A^nobazus and Jzates. He had feveral children by other 
(pres } but, as he favoured Hzates above all the reft, this 
raifed no fniall jealouiy in his other fons, efpecially in Mono- 
*haws the eldeft. To prevent there foie the evil confequencei 


era, 


* See vol. iv. 
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which his p:;ttiality occafion in his family, he fent 

Izaies to be brought up by one Abemerlgus^ lord, or, as 
'J.sfphu^ calls him, kinji of a rich country in that neighliour- 
Jiood. JbpnuriguSi who then refidcd at a place called Spa~ 
brotight him up with great care, and gave him his 
daughter Samacha ki marriage, and with her a rich and fruit¬ 
ful country by way of dowry. In the mean time Mohq- 
L'a-zus^ as he was ftricken in years, and defirous to fee his 
favourite child before his death, fent for him, and, receiving 
him with great tendernefs, beftowed upon him the country 
of Cayoiiy which abounded with o^diriferous plants, and was 
famou;, as iPiforms us, on account of the remains 

of NoafP-i ark, v/hich w'ere ftill to be feen there in his time. 
In this country Izate^ remained till his father’s death, when 
his mother iZ /fw/, calling together the* chief lords of the 
^ kingdom, told them, 'J'hiit the deccafed king had, by his 
lafi will, appointed Izrites to reign in his Head, as the moft 
wortlry ol' all his cliiKircn ; but that ihc had not thought 
proper to aco'iaini him therewith, till the honour, to which 
he had been deflined bv his father, was confirmed to him by 
tl)c unanimous cv)I)»v!jl of his fubjodls. She had fcarce utter¬ 
ed there words, when the nobles, proftrating themVelves on 
the ground liefore the queen, according to the cuftom of the 
'.ountry, declared, that they approved the king’s eledlion, 
and wetc ready, not only to obey/ztft<?r, who had been deferv- 
ediy preferred to his brothers, but to put thvS'^all to death, 
that, he might enjoy the kingdom without dillurbancc. Tiic , 
<juccn thanked them for their z,cal, but at the fame time dc- 
fired them to forbear fiiedding the blood or any of the royal 
f.imily, till the will of their new fovereign was known.- 
Hereupon they intre; ted the queen to confine at leaft the 
young princes till the king’s arrival, and in the mean time to 
appoint one tu y 'verm in his name. Helena readily complied 
with their requ acvl named her eldeft Ibn, MonohazuSy 
guarJ’.i 1 of tb.e kingdom during his brother’s abfence, pfecing 
with her own hand the diadem on his head, and delivering 
to Ijim Jiis father’s fcal, with the robe, called by the Adia- 
h.} ianu (ampfra ; and exhor*'ng him to govern with jullice 
av.d nif'd' tatiop, till the arrival of his brother, to whom the 
cuAvn nelongetl, both by the laft will of his father, and the 
unanitno.-.s election of the people. In the mean time Izates, ^ 
boir.;’; ac.pirfinted with his father’s death, and the v-cal his new 
fubjecls 1 r.id 111 ev/n for him, haftened to his kingdom, where 
he was received with great rejoicings, and met by his brother 
ALnohazu^y who, on his arrival, refigned to him the diadem, 
and ether cnfigns of royalty. . ^ 

While 
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While I%iaU% was at the coirrt Abemertgus^ he had 
been inftrufted in the fewijh religion by one Ananias^ who, 
at his rcqucft, had attended liim into the kingdom of Jdlu- 
hene^ and continued with him in the province of Caroit^ which 
his father, as we have faid above, had b'eftowed r him (A). 

In his reign Jrtabanus king of the Parthians, being driven 
out by his rebellious fubje( 9 ;s, had, rceourfe to liim, and was 
not only kindly received at bis cour., and treated like a 
king, but, by his good offices, reftored to the crown, as we 
fliali relate in the hiftory of Parthia j in acknowlegement 
of which kindnefs, Jrtabanus yielded to him the fruitJul pro- 


(A) His mother likewifc, 
having been inllrutted by an¬ 
other had embraced fliat 
religion ; but neverthelcls did all 
that lay in her power to dilluade 
her fon from circumcifion,*to 
which, as a zealous profelylc, 
he had a great inclination, think¬ 
ing hirnlctf obliged to comply 
•with all the duties oi’ the reli¬ 
gion he had embraced. J/i^nLis 
his inflriirtor agreed with the 
qecen, and, fearing left lonic 
mi'.forrune might befal him, if 
the king’s converfion, which had 
been brongl^ -ibr*-'* by liis means, 
were pnbiitiy known, repre- 
fented to him, that he niirht 
ferve tht true God, without 
being circumciicd ; that fincc he 
had rcfolved to live accoiding 
to the other laws of the ytnvi, 
God would pardon him tliis neg¬ 
lect, in conftdcration of that rc- 
iblution; that true religion con- 
fifted in the pious fentiments of 
the foul, and not in the circum- 
ciftOn of the body ; which was 
indeed injoineJ by Majh, but 
might be difpenfed with in the 
prefent rircumftances, confider- 
ing the danger he was in of ♦or- 
feiting his kingdom, by a« open 
profeftion of the f^ijh religion, 
CS’r. Laftly, Ananiasy who, it 


fcem‘>,wa? a time-fcrvrr, threaten¬ 
ed to forfake the pious prince, 
if he did not lay alidc, tor the 
piTilnt, all thoughts of circum- 
cifiori Hy thefe rcmonltrancc:, 
Hiites was prevailed upon to 
(ufpend the execution of his de¬ 
li' but not lon_ 
otliery.^s, by name E/ct-'z-r, a 
man well veiled In the law of 
Mofjy and of great learning, ar¬ 
riving at the Court, and ftnding 
the king, when he went to wait 
on him, reading the books of 
Afo/esy told him in plain terms, 
tliat he ofibnded both againft 
God, and the law ; for it is not 
enough, faid he, for any man to 
underftand his religion ; the main 
duty incumbent upon us, is, to 
do what our religion commands 
us. How long will you remain 
uncircumeik’d ? If you are un¬ 
acquainted with the injunctions 
of the law touching this point, 
read it now, that you may no 
longer be ignorant of the guilt 
you incur, in omitting one of the 
mort eflential duties of your re¬ 
ligion. I%3tcs, ftruck with thefe 
word.s, immediately withdrew; 
and, in compliance with the law, 
fubmitted to the ceremony which 
it preferibed (i), 


(i) ontij. I. X 3 C. c. 2 , 
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Vince of Niftlis, which he bad lately taken froqi the king of 
J^menia, U|>on the death of Artahanus^ a civil war break¬ 
ing Out in Partbia between Gotarzes and Meherdaies^ Izaies 
pretended to favour the latter, whofe claim was fupportcd by 
the emperor Claudius, but maintained the whole time a pri¬ 
vate correfpondence with the former, and joined him at laft 
with all his forces, which brought on the ruin of Meherdates 
as wefliall have occafion to relate in. the hiftory of Parthia, 
Mombazus, the king’s eldef brother, and the other princes 
of the royal family, finding that Izates had been attended 
%vitlj wonderful fuccefs,’ lays Jofephus in all his under¬ 
takings, ever fince the change of his religion, refolved to fol- 
low his example ; which fo offended the chief lords of the 
■ kingdom, that, entering into a confpiracy againft their prince, 
^ftire °a- introduced the Jnvijh religion among them, 

saifl him wrote privately to Abias king of Arabia, promifing him 
andcailiny^^'^^ Aims of money, on condition he would aflift them in 
the king ^driving out Jzaigs from the throne, and alluring him', that 
Arabia.; they were all to a man refolved to forlkke him, and delivet 
him up to the fiift that Ihould invade his dominions. Here¬ 
upon Abias, having drawn together a confulerable army, en¬ 
tered the kingdom of Adiabene, where he was met by Izaies, 
and a battle enfuing, the Adiabtnians, at the firfi onfet, fled, as 
if they had been feized with a panic fear, and retired in great 
diforder to their camp- The king, feeing himfelf abandoned by 
his men, retired with them and, having found, on examining 
the caufe of fo fudden a flight, that the private nfeh had only 
followed the example of their leaders, and by that means dif- 
covered the whole plot, he caufed the chief confpit^tors to 
be immediately put to death; and, marching out the next day 
<fivho is d£-^ff\ih the reft, fell unexpeftedly upon the enemy, and gained. 
fcahd'by a complete vi£lory. The king of Arabia being clofely pur- 
fzates. fuejj by the Adiabenians, Ihcltercd himfelf in the fortreis of 
Arfum, which Izaies immediately befiegcd, and aflaulted 
with fuch vigour, that it was foon obliged to furrender. He 
found tlicre an immeiifc booty, and great ftore of provifiohs; 
but 'Ahiaf, by a voluntary death, rfcaped captivity, as did 
many of the Arabian lords who attended him ®. 

The confpirators, tiro’ thus difappointed, ftill perfifted in 
their former refolution of getting rid, by fome means or other, 
of a king, who endeavoured t6 aholilh their antient religion, 
and introduce a ftrange law. They therefore had recourle 
l^bty recur Jc|j,g the Parthians, intreating him to affift" 

f^s kingl/^^^ driving from the throne Izaies, and to give them a 
Paichia. ^ Xacitus, annul. 1. xii. Joseph, ibid. y Idem Ibid, 



CXi* ^ Bifiory of 167 

kinjg of the race of the Arjaeida^ fince they could not live 
under a prince,-who’ countenanced a religion differing from 
that of his own country. Upon this invitation, Vologefes 
marched with a mighty army againft who, finding 

himfelf norway.in\a condition to oppofe ^ powerful an 
enemy with his owm ftrength, had rccourfc to prayers, be- 
feeching the , Almighty, for whofe fake he was reduced to 
fuch ftreights, to exert His power in the defence of one, 
who put all his confidence in him. He had fcarce ended his. 
prayer, when news was brought him, that Vologefes, who 
had encamped over-againft hiin on the other fide of the river, 
which parted Adiabene from Media, was retired in’ great hafte 
and confufion, upon certain advice, that the Daha and Saca, 
taking advantage of his abfence, had invaded Parthia, 
committing every-where moft dreadful ravages Izates de- 

being thus delivered, by the prote< 51 ion of heaven, from 
imminent danger he was in of lofing both his life and his king-/'”^-''’ 
dom, fpent the remainder of his days in peace and tranquil- *bn‘(itcnrd 
lity, and died in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty- 
fourth of his reign, fafephus gives him a moft extraordinary 
charafter, which he well deferved, if all that writer relates 
of him be true. He had by his wife Samacha or Samaco, the 
daughter of Abemcrigus, five fons, who were all brought up 
under their grandmother Helena at fernfalem, and there 
taught both the fewijh language and religion (B). 

MomhazuSy 

f Joseph, antiq. 1 . xx. c. 2. 

(B) They were in that city ney, in a royal and mfignificent 
while it was befieged by Titus, manner, and with large fuins of 
who generoufly pardoned them, money, but attended her in per- 
and carried them with him' to fon great part of the way. On 
Rome, where they remained as her arrival at Jerufalem, fhe war. 
hoftages (2). Hehin, who was received by the priefts and chief 
both mother and aunt to Izates, men of the nation, in a manner 
and a zealous profelyte to the fuitable to her rank, and enter- 
fewtjh religion, no fooner faw tained with great fplcndor and 
her favourite fon fettled on the magnificence; but foon after the 
throne, but (he undertook a jour- city being moft grievoufly op- 
ney to fetufaltm, being defiroas preflTed by a famine, that, in all 
to vifit the holy city, and offer. ■ liftelihood, which had been fore- 
facrifices of thankfgiving in the* told^by the*'q>rophct as 

temple, which was fo renowned we read in the Ads {3), the pious 
bver all the world. 1 %aUs not queen not only refufed to be 
qnly fuppUed her with all things maintained at the public expence, 
that were neceffary for her jour- but plentifully fupplied the poor 

(4) Ut», dt btUf .Jud, /, yii, r, ij. ( 3 ) Ads, r.ii. vtr, aS. 
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JHonobazus^ who fucceeded his brothel Izatetf fent his 
body, with that of his mother Hcbnn, to be depofited in the 
magnificent monument, which Ihc hid eredted with three 
lofty p)8jamids, about three furlongs from the city of 
ftilem s (C). 

'J'lioroH Ixotci had fcvcral childicn, yet, by his laft will, 
he beijUcathed the crown to his brother Monobazu^y re¬ 
wardin';: him thereby lor the great care, and indefatigable fide- 
lit\, wit!) which he had governed the kingdom during his 
abftncc, and the intire fubmiflion he liad fhewn him, though 
a vonnuer brother, the whole lime of his reign. But as to 
the alfairs of this kingdom, there is a profound filence among 
authors, from the -Icath of Izates^ w’ho was cotemporary 
with the empeior Claudius^ to the reign of Trajan^ when 

«5 JosFPH ubi fuj r.i 

of the city with corn f'din king cf flaticamajjttsy was 

and other provifioi.-j from the fo magnificent and Hatily an edi- 
ifl nd of Cypnt^. She li\cwifc licc, that the A’sw w, lliu< k with 
perfuadtd lur Ion //fto fond its extiaordinar) beauty and 
a confidcrablc fum of money to grandeui, ealltd all inajtftic mo- 
ilic goieipor of J u/lzltm, for maujultuvis J he otJiu, 

the rc'ief of the afHiftcd citi- a monuii’cnL of fuiprifing work- 
ac IS Tlffe pio s offices, m:.nfhip, Irantb at.ilr'alldiflancc 

and the /taj die fhewtd for the from •'. > /tiA/-. . ml is the fepiil- 
'A ’ij' gaimd her, as cie oi one ’ native of 

Jrfitl infoui.% I!', uiC aifLCUon that coantu It is Ci of inaible, 
of the w Hole r«tioii tiiic con- and Ins a dooi, whnh, on a 
tiiiued »n y ffh where fl.e flated dcj. and hour of the \t:n, 
bulk a mignilKtntpaL ce, which open* by Ionic hidui i fpiiiij. , 
wao burnt by tia* W.n* n under ami 1» on aUci fiiut. .I'^ain. At 
'Ittuf, till the death cf othci timci you ina^ bicak it 

when flic returned X^Adtalint^ down; but it is inijiofnble to 
lud icon after d t'd. optn it. TJiu, fir Pr<u/r,/>ie>^ 

^C) This monumtiit is men- but who was better 

tioned bv Et,fih.s\^\ St. Tv- atquamtcd with the monuments 
rom (6), . id Paaf. uitn (7). I'hc of his own country than any of 
lat er fpeaks of it in tin follow- the f'lrahy takes no notice of 
mg ttims : Tho’ J haic heaid of this piodigy. Orojiui telL us (H), 
many monuments wot thy of ad- hat Ihlma embraced the Chri- 
miration, yet I ihall her® take Ilian leligion, and, dming the 
notice of ivso only; the one at above-mentioned famine, fup- 
Halieanmjus^ the other in the plied (he indigent and diftiefled 
coumry of tlie J. The fbr- Chrilliians with com brought 
mer, erefted m honour of Mau- from Egypt for that purpofe. 

1 'ppb. anvq /. xx. e. 2. (5) EufJ. btfl. ,tJ,f I lif c, J2. 

(fj) Hienrym, ad ^ 7 ) Faufan. 1. vjii. (^j Qt^J, /. yij. c, 6 . 

one 
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one Mebarfapes ruled there, and joined Cafdroes king of the Mcbarfa- 
¥erfians^ againft the Rotram ; but that war proving unfuc- pe<5. 
ccfsful for him, and his allids, he was driven from the throne, 
and obliged to fhelter himfelf in the dominions of Manus 
kjng of Arabia^ who attempted to reftore him iw his king¬ 
dom ; but as the ftrong caftle of Adcnyjlrts was Jicld by a 
Raman garifon, v/hich he could never diflodge, he was forced 
to drop the enterpiize, and, abandonuig his friend and ally, 
conclude a peace with Rome We find no further men- 
tirn made ol the Adiabenians^ till the reign of Sapor II. king 
of Prrfia^ when they embraced the Chiifti/n religion, as 
Soxomcnm ‘ and \'icepbotui “ inform us, and were, on that 
account, tieated with great cruelty by the above-mentioned 
king, to vl^hom they were at that time fubjeiSl:. 

** Dio, in Trajan S>x Ru> in cpit. Tueodos Min. in 
fiagmcnt hb K'w Diows. bo/oM. 1 . li. c. 12. Niceph. 
hijftor. tupar. 1. vui. c t|) 

E L Y M A I S. 

TpLT/ilAlS^ or, a'' St*"aLo calls it*, Lhmath^ wzs aElymais. 

province of Pbijia^ King between the iivtrs Eulaus and 
Oroaits^ and exrtiiding fiom the coniines of Media to the 
Jitythtaan fca, 01 Ptrjum gulf. It was formerly dividcd into 
three great diiliicK ; to v/'t, Mefabatene, Gabene or Gahiene^ 
and Caibu^u. , md contained the following cities , SJeudayCitie . 
in more antient tinies Sobte^ on the biiiks ol the lledypo^ or 
Hedipnu^^ which Sitabo^^ a great city j Sajtuite, at a 
fmail didancc from mount Cafytus , Padaca^ on the' Eulaus ; 
and Efymnisj tlie metiopolis of the province, famous fora 
rich temple confeeiated fo Dtana^ vfhxch Aniiochus Fptphanes 
attempted to plunder ; but was ohlige'd by the inhabitants to 
retire with diigiacc, as we have ielated in the hiftory of 
Sytin, We muft not confound this city with that oi Perfe-- 
polb^ called alfo by fome writers Elymais ; for the citv we 
are here fpeakmg of flood in the province oi Elymats^ and the 
other in that or Perjis. The temple of Elymais was after¬ 
wards plundered hy one of the Pat thian kings, who found 
in )t, as Strabo tells us*", ten thoufami talents. In this coun¬ 
try there was alfo a very rich temple confecrated to Jupiter 
PeluSj which Anttochus the Great attempted to plundei, but 
lofr his life in the attempt, as we have related in the biftoxy 
of his reign. The country of Elymais was inhabited, ac- 

* Strabo, 1 , xvi. ** Idem ibid, p S*-- * P ^ 44 * 

' • cording 
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. cording to Pliny by the following nations; to wit, the 
Oxii or Uxii, Mi%m, Parihu^\ Mardi^ Softai Hyi^ Cojfai^ 
Parataceniy and "Mejfabaia, The Elymaans were, as Strabo 
informs us a powerlul ‘ people, inured to the toils of war, 
ikilful bowmen, fsfc. and never fubdued either by the Syro^ 
Macedonian or Parthian kings, but governed by their own* 
princes. If what Strabo writes be true, we may date the 
rife of this kingdom from the downfal of the Perftan monar> 
chy ; for it is agreed on by all the antients, that the Elymceam 
•were fubjedt tt) the kings of Perfia ; and, if they never fub- 
inittcd to the Syrian yoke, they muft have been firlt govern¬ 
ed by tljeir own princes, cither in Alexander*^ life-time, or 
ibon after his death. Their kings are often mentioned by the 
antients j but not one of them, which is fomewbat furprifing, 
named by any wilter. All we know of them is, that they 
aflifted Antiockm the Great in his wars with Rome ; but after- 
waids cut off both him, and his army ; in defence of their 
temple. The like fate would have attended Antiochus Epi- 
phancr, when he attempted to plunder the temple of Diana^ 
had he not, by a tim« ly flight, retired into Media They 
afterwards, under the conduit of thiSr king, engaged in a 
war againlt the Babylonians and Su/tans^ in which they were . 
aflilted by the Coffteans^ who, it feems, were not fubjeft to 
the kings of Elymais^ with thirteen thoufand archers 8(A). 

^ Plin. l.vi. c. 27. * Idem ibid. ^ Poiyb. in excerpt. 

Val. p. 144, Appiaw. in Sjriac. i. Maccab. €t!'vi. vcr. i, 

2, 6fcC. 8 Strabo, ibid. 

(A) JuJlin writes (1), that Mi- tells us in exprefs words that the 
thrulaies king'of Parthia, having ElyntteanSy in Pomptfh rime, were 
overcome the king of the govemedby their own kings. (2). 

made himfelf mailer of But aa neither their adlions nor 
all his, dominions. But wlut names have been tranfmitted to 
''jujUn fays, IS contradicted by us we (hall dwell no longer on 
StraLoy a* ialfo by Plutarthy who this barren fubje£l. 

(i) ‘yvfi tt. /, xli. (?) Fltti. tn Pmp, 

C H A R A C E N P:. 

Chara- ^HARACEyN E was the moll foiithcrn part of Su/tana^ 
cene. a ot Pirfia^ lying on the Perftan gulf, between 

the Tigris ind the hulaus. It was fo named from the city of 
*fhe ctfy ajQhoraXy called firll Alexandria^ from its founder Alexander 
Choiax. Great ; afterwards Antioehia^ from Antiochus V. king of 
S)ria\ who repaired and bcautijfied it; and laftly, Chorax 
spafiaa: or Pajlnce^ that is, the moU of Spafincs, an Arabian 

king 
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king of that name having fecured it againft the overflowing 
of the which often laid it under water, hy ao high bank 

• or mole, extending three miles, which fetved as a fence to 
all that country A. Diar^Jius Periegetes^ znd.l^orusy author 
of the PartUca ManJimeSf were both natives c ’’ this city. 

Tt^he fmall diftrift of Characene was feized by. Pafmcs the fon . 
of Segdo«acus king of the neighbouring Arabs^ during the Sogdona- 
troubles of Syria ; and ere<fted into a kingdom Lucian cus, feun¬ 
uch him HyfpafmeSy and adds, that he ruled ofcr the Cha- tbh 
raceni^ and the neighbouring people; and died in the eighty- 
lifth year of his age The other kings of this country we 
find mentioned by the antients, are, Teraus^ who died in 
the ninety-fecond year of his age, and after him Artabams 
the feventh, as Lucian informs us, - who was driven from the 
throne by his own fubjedis ; but reftored by the Parthians 
^nd this is all we find in the antients relating to the kings of 
Characine, 

* Pun. I. vi. c. 27. Idem ibid. Lucian, in macrob. 

^ Idem ibid. 

COMMAGENE. 

t 0 , 

•TP HIS country, which was part of Syria^ we have de- 
-*• feribed elfewhere '■*, and therefore fliall proceed to the Comma- 
hiftory of its kings. Camnagene was fubjedl to the Syrians gene, or 
in the tima of Antiochus the Greaty and left to him by the Comage- 
treaty of peace, which he concluded with Rome, after thene. 
famous battle of Magnefta j whence it is probable, that it 
was feized by fome of the princes of the SeUucian family, 
during their inteftine wars ; for we find no mentipn made of 
the kings of Commagene till Pompey*s time, and the names of 
thofe, who afterwards reigned there, are intirely Syrian. The Kings. 
firft we find mentioned in hiftory, is Antioehusy who, together Antio- 
with Dtfmx king cA Mediay oppofed Pompey as he entered chus. 
Syrioy after the defeat of 7 ffrtfm } but, being overcome in 
battle, he fubmitted to the conqueror, and was, for hfe 
fubmiflion, not only confirmed by Pompey in his kingdom, 
but rewarded with part of Mejopotatnia •*. In the civil war* 
between Ceefar and Pon^eyy he fent large fupplies to' the latter. 

He afterwards joined Pacorus king of Parthioy whom La^ 
bienus had invited into Syria, and was, on that occafion, be* 
fieged by Ventidius in the city of Samofata, and obliged to 
^Urchafe a peace of Marc Antony with three hundred talents. * 

In the rcigrli of Augujius, a difpute arlfing between him and 

* See vqI, ii, p. >56. ^ Jojssph. antiq. 1 , ii, Oros, I. vj. 

his 
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h!s brother Miihridates, he caufed the embaHador, whom 
his brotlicr had fent to plead his caufe at Rome^ to be tceache- 
roufly afTailiiutcd. Wjjcreupon he was fummoned to appear 
before the fenate, and, being by that bo(^ found guilty of the 
murder laid to his charge, he was, by the emperor's order, 

• put to death 

IWithri- Hi-: was fucceeded by Miihridates, on whom Augujius be- 
dates. flowed the Jtingdoni of Comfnagene, though iio-way related 
to the deceased king, as a reward jor his fervices during the 
war with*Antony and Ckcfatra. Adithrleiates^ the king's 
biother, was excluded from the thr'>ne, for having fided with 
Antony ‘h Upon the death of Miihvuiates^ Augujlm fufFcred 
Antlo- Antiochus\]. the f n of Artir'-hus I.,to cake pr.fleffion of his 
ch"s 11. father's kingdom. He died iii the re'gn <f Tiberius: and 
upon his death great difturbanccs arifing between the nobles 
and the people, the latter demanding a king, and the for¬ 
mer defiring to be go-, erned by a ntagiflratc fent them from 
Romc^ Tiberius complied with the requeft of the nobles, and 
appointed Servicus to govern Conunagene in quality of 
praetor i^ur Cdlguia reflorcd the kingdom of Conunagene 
riiuio to Antioebus^ the Lii of ,Anti:chus II. adding to it the muri- 
t uas ill. ,tim paris of Cilicia. He defeated the Cilicians^ who refufed 
to acknowlege him for their king, and took Trefobor their 
ringleader prifoncr. He affifted Vcfpafmn again!! Viteltius., and 
fei ved under Titu: at the fiegc of ferufakm ; but, being 
a! cerwards fiifpefted of holding a private corrcfptmf’cncc wdth 
tlsc Parihians., h« w-as taken prifoner by Cefenhms, and fent 
in ciiains to the emperor Vefpafuin.^ who banifhed him to 
Lacedismon^ but afterwards fuffejcd him to lead a private life 
Aiitio- at Rome. jfnilocLus left tv/o funs ; to wit, Antiochus and Cal- 
chusiV. Hnlcui •, and one daughter, named Antiorhus, fur- 

named Epipbanes., ferved under Oibo againft Pitel/iuSy and 
under Vrfpafian in his war with the fews^ and diflinguifhed 
himfelf at the fiege of ferufalem. CaUinicus is mentioned by 
fefephus who tells us, that his filler Jotape w’as married to 
•AlexanU -• king of Lefts in Cilicia. But Fefpafan, having re¬ 
duced Conunagene to the form of a Roman province, would 

• not allow any of the fons of Antiochus to fucceed him. This 
country was afterwards made part of the province called Au- 
gujhphi atenfis^ pr, as Ammianus has it, Euphratenjis^ and was 

. ccrnmonl) known by the*name of Euphratefta, 

, •= Dio, lib. lii. p. 495. ** Idem, lib. liv. « Tacit. 

annal. 1 . ii. Joseph, antiq. 1 . xviii. c. j. ‘ Joseph, de bell. 
Jud. I. iii. c. zj. 
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CHALCIDENE. 

C HALCIDENE^ one of the moft fruitf-d provincesChaki- 
cf Syria, we have already dcfdibed *, It was ieized by <lenc- 
Ptolemy the fon oi Mennaus, during the troubles of 5 yr/Vr,'/f///c^ 
and by him made a fcparatc kingdori. himfelf is Ptolemy, 

ftiled, by Jofephus and Hegefippus only prince of Chalets j 
but his fon Lyfanias is honoured, both by yojephus and 
Dio with the title of king. Upon the death oi Antiochus Dio- 
n;yftriking of Syria, Ptolemy attempted to make himfelf maftcr 
of Dumajlus, and all Coelefyria ; but the inhabitants, having 
an utter avcrfion from him, on account of, his cruelty and 
wickednefa, chofe rather to fubmit to Aretas king of Arabia, 
by whom Aniiochus and his whole army had been cut 
He oppofed Pompey, on his entering Syria-, but wjs by Jiim 
defeated, taken prifoner, and fentenced to death ; which, 
however, he cfcaped, by paying toPempey athoufand talents^, 
who left him alfo in the pofleflion of Itis kingdom. After 
Arijiabulus king oijudeea had been poifoned by the friends ot 
Potnpey, and Alexander his fon beheaded at Antioch, as we fliall 
relate in the hiftory of the ‘/rtur, he fent Philippicn his. fon to 
Ajcahn, whitlicr the widow of Arijiobnlui had retired v/itli 
her other clrildren, to bring them all to Chalcis, propofing, as 
he w'as k) love with one of the daughters, named Alexandria, 
to main^. i tl,cm in his <m'n kingdom, in a manner fuitable 
to their rank ; but Philippion likewife falling in love v/ith 
Alexandria, -Tiarried her on the way, for which Ptolemy put 
him to death on his return, and then married her himfclf’’. 

By rcafon of this affinity, he fupported, to the utmofl: of his 
power, Antigonus, the younger fon of Art/lihulm-, who, 
being thus aflifttd by him, took the field at the head of a 
confiderablc army i but, on his firft entering Judeca, was 
intircly defeated by Herod K Ptolemy foon after died, and 
was fuccecJcd by his fon Lyfatiias, who, efpoufing the caufe Lyfiujjj 
of the Afmonaan family with no Icfs warmth than Iiis father 
had done, promifed to Barzapharjies, who command the 
Parthian troops in Syria, and to Pacorus the king’s fon, a 
thoufand talents, and five hundred, women, provided they 
put Antigonus in poireftion of ihe kingdom of Judaa, and de- 

* * See vol. ii. p. 258. ** Joseph, antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 13, 

* Hegesip. 1 . i. c. 24. Joseph, dc bell. Jud:l. i. c. 17 

® Dio, 1. xlix. Joseph, antiq. l.xiii. c. 23. &de bell. Judaic. 

1 . i. c. 4. K Joseph, antiq. 1 . xiv. C. 5. Idem, I. xiv. 

€.13. ! Idem, 1 . xiv. c. 21. 


pofed 
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• pofcd Hyrcanus fc. He ‘was not Ion" after put to death bjf 
Alark Antony^ at the inftigation of Cleopatra, who, in order 
to have his dominions granted to her, accufed him falfly of 
having entered into :m illiance with the Partbiam ^ (A). 

And thus far of the conquefts of Alexander the Great, and 
the feveral kingdoms which fprung up on the downfal of the 
. Maicdonian empire, from their rife, to their being fubdued by 
the Romans. 

^ Joseph, de bell. Jnd. I.i. c. 11. « [dem, anliq. 1 . xv. c. 4. 

Dio, 1 . xlix. p. 411. 

(A) Dio CaJjius calls him parts of Iturara 5 as we fliall fee 
king of Chalets and Itur.su ; but in the liillory ofArahiayto which 
Straho informs us (r), that he the fm all kingdom ofbe- 
poiTelTed only the mountainous longed. 

(l) iiirjhi, /. xviv 


C H A P. XL 

^be Hiflory of the Jews, from their Return from the Baby ■ 
lonifh Captivity, to the Dejlrtdlion <^Jertilalcni, h 
Titus Veipafian. 


Thedtvi- HIS chapter, long and cxtcnfive a-' it is, iu^. ontaining 
fion and J[^ an epocha of five hundred a/id thirty-fix years, from 

chrmojogy their return into f/tdeta to th.r birth ff Chrift, and 
e/this feventy-three more fimi that time to t!ic dehruction of ftru- 
caapter. and total tllfptrfion of the fczb’fly nation, may be con¬ 

veniently enough divided into feven iivH'Oii;.’ or arr.u;,according 
to the following chronological order. 


Se<9:. I. From their return to Jcmlalem, to 
their being governed by their liigh -pneii;., 

wheit the canonical books end- 

II. From thence to the deatli of Matta- 
//&/tfr,tIie father oftheikS^orfl^wi, and liis 
being fucceeded* by his vaiiani fon Judas 
in., The reiOTS of the Maccabees, from 
Judas to their being, fubdued by Pompey 
IV, To (he reign of Herod, and his taking 
of Jerufalem j a Jliort, but copious epoch 


Years of Total of 


the flood. 

years. 

f 1812 

127 

) 1932 

f 2182 

243 

} 2283 

lot 

j 23H 

28 


V. To 
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• pofcd Hyrcanus fc. He ‘was not Ion" after put to death bjf 
Alark Antony^ at the inftigation of Cleopatra, who, in order 
to have his dominions granted to her, accufed him falfly of 
having entered into :m illiance with the Partbiam ^ (A). 

And thus far of the conquefts of Alexander the Great, and 
the feveral kingdoms which fprung up on the downfal of the 
. Maicdonian empire, from their rife, to their being fubdued by 
the Romans. 

^ Joseph, de bell. Jnd. I.i. c. 11. « [dem, anliq. 1 . xv. c. 4. 

Dio, 1 . xlix. p. 411. 

(A) Dio CaJjius calls him parts of Iturara 5 as we fliall fee 
king of Chalets and Itur.su ; but in the liillory ofArahiayto which 
Straho informs us (r), that he the fm all kingdom ofbe- 
poiTelTed only the mountainous longed. 

(l) iiirjhi, /. xviv 
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^be Hiflory of the Jews, from their Return from the Baby ■ 
lonifh Captivity, to the Dejlrtdlion <^Jertilalcni, h 
Titus Veipafian. 


Thedtvi- HIS chapter, long and cxtcnfive a-' it is, iu^. ontaining 
fion and J[^ an epocha of five hundred a/id thirty-fix years, from 

chrmojogy their return into f/tdeta to th.r birth ff Chrift, and 
e/this feventy-three more fimi that time to t!ic dehruction of ftru- 
caapter. and total tllfptrfion of the fczb’fly nation, may be con¬ 

veniently enough divided into feven iivH'Oii;.’ or arr.u;,according 
to the following chronological order. 


Se< 9 :. I. From their return to Jcmlalem, to 
their being governed by their liigh -pneii;., 

wheit the canonical books end- 

II. From thence to the deatli of Matta- 
//&/tfr,tIie father oftheikS^orfl^wi, and liis 
being fucceeded* by his vaiiani fon Judas 
in., The reiOTS of the Maccabees, from 
Judas to their being, fubdued by Pompey 
IV, To (he reign of Herod, and his taking 
of Jerufalem j a Jliort, but copious epoch 


Years of Total of 


the flood. 

years. 

f 1812 

127 

) 1932 

f 2182 

243 

} 2283 

lot 

j 23H 

28 


V. To 
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^hi H^ry of the Jews. 

* Years after Chrlft. 


V. To the birth of Chrift^, concluding"! 
with an account of the principal jFfwr^ t 

• feiEk at that time : And, > 

VI. To the death of Chrift, in the thirty -1 

third year of his age J 

VII. To the total dellruftion of I 

falmt and difpcrfion of nation 1 


33 

70 

73 

40 


609 


Rut, before wepafs to the firft feftion,it will be convenientyif fum- 
to prcmifc feme few things concerning the ftatc of the fewsmaTyL/the 
during this new epoch \ for from this time they arc no iwGxtftate cf the 
to be looked upon, as that free, rich, and glorious people, whicli Jf^s du- 
they had been, cither under their former theocracy, as fo- 
rightly terms it a,’or under their opulent and warlike 
monarchy, and the direiStion of their piophets. Their con¬ 
dition, government, manncis, their very name, and every 
thing but their religion, is now intirely changed. And indeed, 
it could hardlyd)e expected otheiwife, when wc confider, that 
hofe tliat had been can ied away into Bahylm^ were fold for 
flakes, and difpcifed fir and wide through that vaft empire, 
act ording to the cuflom of thole < onqueror^; and though 
f'-mc of them wc find to havi attained to very confiderable 
polls i^ciown exceeding rich in the land of their captivity, 
vet thtL .a 1 ’ few in conip.iiifon of thofe who groaned 
nndci the hca\ y hand ol their oppiefllns Neither were they 
the former, but the 1 ittc r, that is, tlic poorer fort, that came 
back mtoJuiLi/ \ and even of thefe, the whole number of 
all that came, eithci with Zeruhlaicly Ezra^ or Nihemiahy 
Icarceiy amounted to fcvcnty thoufand j among whom a mul¬ 
titude of llrangers was likewife intermixed, either by mar¬ 
riages, or otherwil'e, moll of them fo indigent, .that they were 
forced to be fuppoited in their journey by the charitable con¬ 
tributions of thofe tliat flayed behind. 

They were indeed to be governed by their own lawS; but 
as they Hill continued in^ fuojedlion to other nations, to the 
Perjiansy Syt ians, and Ronwnsy that privilege, as well as the 
cxercife or their religion, very much depended on th6 arbi¬ 
trary will of their conquerors, and was ofttm curtailed, and 
fomtt lines wholly taken away. Even whilft they were under 
the Pef/tonsy the l^ves and eftate> of tlie whole nation were on 
the brink of Icing facnficcd to the ambition ol a favoimtc 


» Coat. Apion. 1. ii. c. 6. Vid. Neupm. i. 

Tobit paC « ViJ. int. al. Psaem c.\;^j'iii 

f 
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Haman, had not intereifmiraculoufly "prevented the', 

execution of that bloody cdidt ^ ; and fo weak did they con^ 7 
tinue under them, that they were a long time expofed to the 
injuries of even the neighbouring Safnariians. They feem 
however to have recovered thcmfclves by degrees, and to have 
lived in more peace and plenty during the two following cen¬ 
turies ; and that is perhaps the reafon of that vaft chaim of 
nc-r two hundred and fifty years in their hiftory, between the 
death of Nehcmifih^ and the times of the Maaabees^ when 
thofe il.uftrious heroes not only fliook off the forci ',n yoke, but 
raifed the glory of their nation by their vidtorii*- and conquefts, 
and by obliging other nations to embrace the 'Jexvijh religion. 
Jlut diis epocha was hut Ihort-livcd, and eighty years werd 
hardly expired, before the ungovernable ambition of foinc of 
their unworthy, fucceflors introduced a general apoftafy, and 
brought them under fuch fubjtctioji to the Romans., as they 
could never more fliakc off. Herod indeed, whom thefe 
raileti to the royal dignity, greatly increafed the glory and 
opulence of liv.- "f,:wijh nation ; but as he was an Idumean, 
who lutd {V'iTieJ the crown by the deftrndfion of the jdjmonaan 
race, as he war, a vaftitl to the Romans, and*.i tyrant of the 
Jews, they could neither be f.iid to he free or happy during 
his hateful reign, ntuch Icfs uniler thofe of his fuccefibrs, when 
the government of 'fud-t'a was fpht into fo many toparchies j 
fo that the nation went from ihcnceforvvarJ from had to worfc, 
til! rhfir total defti'uddion. ^Ve ohferv^cd, that ^hey were 
ch.ingcd in their very name j that of Ifraelites w.is quite loft, 
-as well as thofe of all tiic other tribes, which were ubforbed 
into xhvA. Judah. So that, fioin their return, they were* 
chiefly known by the name of Jews, in oppofition to the Sa¬ 
maritans, who were a mongrel mixture, partly of the ten 
tribes, partly of revolted , and of other nations j as we 
have already Ihewn in a former volume *=, and as will be 
farther feen in tJic fequel of this chapter. Religion was the 
only thing that received the Icaft change fince their rc-efta- 
biimment; and, if we except forne apoftafies occafioned by 
perfeblitions, or the ambition of fome of their high-priefts, we 
/ball find them in the fequel more averfe to idolatry, and to all 
heathcnifti firperftition's, than e\ er their forefathers had been. 
pronef to them before the captivity; fuch ftriff obfervers of 
the fabbath, as to fuffer themlelvcs to be murdered by whole 
armies, ratlier than vioL.te it by ftanding on their defence; , 
in a word, fo zealous for their religion, ^nd fuch ftrirS: ob¬ 
fervers of their orith.s, ‘whether of allegiance or confederacy, 
as to furtVr the rnoft bloody pcrft:cution,s, and horrid butcheries. 


Esther iiL & feq. « See voh iv. p. i6i, 


with 
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with the utmoft courage §id coftftancy, rather than to violate 
: their laws or fidelity. This was indeed a virtue,, which* as 
%fephus rightly obfer\^es was peculiar to the Jt-ws ^ and 
which no other nation or religion, could ever lay any claim to, 
till the fufFerings, number, afid conltancy of the Cbrltti:in 
martyrs did in a great meafure eclipfc tlic glory of the Jtivijh 
ones. We Have indeed feen but few inftances of it in the 
former part of their hiftory, but (hall find tliem fo much the 
more frequent and extraordinary in the fequel of this. 

Cont. Apion. ubi fupra. 

SECT. I. 

7 'he Hiftory of the Jews, from their Return out <7/ Ba¬ 
bylon, to their being governed by their High-priefts^ 
where the canonical Books end, 

A S foon as the feventy years captivity, pronounced by Jert- 
miah againft this rebellious people *, were fully accom- 
nlilhed (A), God was pleafed to raife up the great Cyrus to CyrusV 
ihe thrones who, upon the firftyear of his reign, iflued ovx decree. 

that Year ol 
the flood 

» Ier.£m. XXV. 11, xxix. 10. See before, vol. iv. p. 182, &feq. 

^ ^ , Bef. Chr. 

(A) Thefe feventy years are years, and the latter begins and 
differently computed: fotne be- ends juft eighteen years after the 
gin them from the fourth of "Je- former. 

hoiakim, when the firft Forasthccaptlvity.whichbe- 

captives were carried away byiVir- gan in the fourth o( yebaiuhtfif 

buchadncazcir^i), and end them could not be faid to be com¬ 
at the firft iffuing of Cyrus's de- pletcd till the total deftrudlion 
cree. Otliers, from the wor<I« of of the city, andy^w/yj monarchy j 
Zechariah (2),place the beginning fo neither could their deliverance, 
of it at the deftruaion oijeru- begun at the firft decree of Cyrus, 
falem, and its conclufion at the be faid to be completed till the 
publication of Darius's decree fourth year of Darius, which 
for the building of the temple, confirmed and put it in full vi¬ 
and reftoring liberty to they-iwr. gour and execution. 

Both computations may be We may ftiH reckon a third 
jufflyraaiatained, .and may have iftethod or ftage of computing . 
even been defigned by Jeremiah, thefe feventy years, wliicli an- 
.. fince between either of the two fwers in the fame exaanefs with 
'epochas there arc juft feventy the two former; namely, from 

(i) 3, Kings xA<t, 10, ^ ftp (*) Ci. vii. i,& f'j. 

. N 


Vol. X. 


the 
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that decree in favour of them, of which an account has been 
given in a former volume this edi£t, they were n<^ 

only permitted to return to their ovim land, which^ th^it 
prince had doubtlcft beheld, in fomc late expedition, 
lying defolatc and barren, though naturally fertile (B) j but 
alfo to rebuild their temple at jeruJaUm, renew the divine 
worfhip, and tranfport thither all the facred utenfils which 
Nebuchadnezzar had brought away from thence. Thefe lai]t 
he ordered to be delivered by Mithridath^ his high treafurer, to 
Shejhhazzart whom we take to be the fame with Zerub^ 

0 Vol. V. p. i8g,&not. 

the twenty-third year of Ne- feventh year (5); but this had 
buchadnezzavy when Nebuxara- been neglefted for a coniiderable 
dan carried off all the remainder time; for which God caufed it 
of the conquered ; at which to lie defolate and uncultivated, 
time the captivity was completed till it had recovered the foil 
to all intents; and the full refto- refpit, of wi.ich that rebellious 
ration of their temple-worlhip, nation had deprived it (6), 
at the folemn dedication of the If therefore we reckon the 
new temple, and their celebrat- whole feventy fabhatic years to 
ing the firft paffover immediately be here implied, it will follow^ 
after it, in the feventh year of that the omif&on of this law be- 
Darius's reign; when, and not gan even before the time of Da- 
till then, was fully completed the *vid, or even of Samuel j but it is 
end of their thraldom, and the fcarce credible, that it ihould 
Jenx}iflf religion reftored to its have been fuffered chider the go- 
antient fplendor and regularity, vermnent of two fuch pious per- 
All thefe the reader may fee fully fons; whereas, if we date the 
demonllrated by the learned P; /- defolation of the land from the 
3) in the place laft quoted, murder of Gedaliahy at which 
However the words of the time thofe few Jews that were 
prophecy before us, we own, feem left there, fled into Egypt^ tO' 
to nx the epocha according to this firft year of Cyrus^ the num- 
the firft of thefe ftages; tJiough ber of fabbatic years will be juft 
thofe ofZecbariab do more plainly fifty-two, and will carry us back 
belong to the laft, as will be three hundred and fixty-fout 
Ihcwn in due time. years, that is, to about the begin-. 

(B) We have (hewn in a for- ning of j^a*s reign, from which 
mer volume (4), that the Jews time the people began to be very 
were obliged by the Mofaic law ifemifs in this and many other 
to let their lands jie fallow evely particulars of the M/^/e law (7), 

(l) Vid.Pri<leaux. cenntfl. mul. \.part 3. (4) Set he fart, vtl iii. p, 36, 

(s) Ixtjit, XX¥» J, S /*?• thfit. xxvi. 34, ^ fej, 

%Chna, cab. u’t. vtrf, 2I. (7) Vidt Prid. ubi Ju^ra. ‘Irtmll, Munfim ^ 

#/. ;a Uc. Jup. citet, ■ 


babelf 
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babel (C), who, being the grandfon of fehotakim^ or Jeconiah^ 
king of Judah^ Wie then the firft prince of the royal blood, 
and was therefore appointed head governor of fudaa^ under 
the tide of Tirfiata^, He likewife gave direddons concerning 
the dimenfions of the temple,* which was to be Jtxty cubits in 
height and breadth, built upon a. Jlrong foundation, with three 
rows of great Jiones, and a row of timber j the expence of the 
whole to be furniflied out of the king’s houfe To all thefe 
the king added a full permiifion to all jews that were difpofed, 
to return into fudaa, and to thofe who preferred Haying be¬ 
hind, perfect liberty to contribute, as liberally as they pleafed, 
gold, filver, or any other precious Huffs, towards the building 
and adorning that facred edifice, and the renewing and carrying 
on the wormip of God there 

Imm e di at e l y upon the publifliing of this edidt, the chiefs 
of the tribes of fudah and Benjamin, together with the prieHs 
and Levites, aflcmbled themlelves j and as many as retained 
Hill a love for their countiy, and a zeal for the God of Ifrael, 
difpofed themfelves to return to that once happy land. As for 
the rcH, who were the far greater number, wlio preferred 
the land of Babylon to it, they contented themfelves with 
furnilhing their returning brethren with gold, filver, cattle, 
and other conveniencies, either tor their journey, or for the 
builaing of the temple and city. At the head of thefe were^'^'^^^^ 
Zerubbabel mentioned above, and Je/hua the high-rrieH (D). 

'• turned, 

® Conf. Ezram i. 8,11. n. 2. iii. 8, 10. v. i6. ^ See Ezra vx. 

3, 4, * Ibid. i. 3, 4, 


(C) It is likely, that the firft 
was his Babylonifi} name (8), it 
* being cuftomary for thofe con¬ 
querors to change the names of 
their captives, as we find they 
. did thole of fome of the later 
kings of Judah (9), as well as 
thofe of Daniel^ and his three 
companions (1). As to the title 
of ‘Tirjhatha, or Hatirjhatha, 
though fome derive it* from the 
. Chaldee^ SiTIty "I’Pn difptnfator 
potttSf or cujl-bearer, fuch as Ne^ 
httniah feems have been to Ar- 

(8) Cittf. E»tram iii. 8, so. & f. 16. 
(t) Dan, i. 7, alib, (*) Etsra 
Af* ^ z tbrm. vi. 14, 15. 


taxerxes ; yet It is moft likely, 
that the word implied fome higher 
dignity, fuch as governor, lord 
lieutenant, a deputy, and the 
like; for fuch was here our 
Shexhazzar or Zerubbabel. 

The vcirds that were delivered 
to liira by the king’s order, the 
reader may fee in Ezra (2); the 
reft were afterwards brought to 
Jerufalem by Nehemiab. 

* (D) This dfHce belonged to 
him by a lineal defeent, he being 
the fon of Jozadak (3), whole 

(9) Vti. a Kinpt xadv. 17, ^ alib. faj. 
i. 9, tS? Af, (1) Cwj/. Euram iiii tp 


N a 


father 
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The next in rank were Nehcmiah and Mordteat (E), Serarab^ . 
Reehiah, Biljharu^ Ah [par y Bi^vaiy Rehum, and Baanah'^^ 
who were all heads of families, and afliftants to Zerubbabet, 
in the rc-ettahli/hmcnt of the affairs, both in church 

and ftate ^ 'I'hc reft anrounted* to about forty-two thoufajuf 
three hundn.d and fixty, including thofb that came afterwards 
with Nehemiab ; befides their fervants and flaves of both fexe»y 
The total which were in all feven tlioufand three hundred and thirty- 
of them, feven S. Neither were they all of the tribes of Zm, 

and Benjatmn, though from that time they were all blended 
together under tlic name of fehudim, or Jews ; for many of 
tijofe of the other ten tribes, which had been formerly carried 
away by TiglatJj-pilezer, Shalmanezer, and Efarhaddon, and 
liad ftill prefeiTcd the true worfhip of God, took the advantage 
of the king’s cdi6l, to retwn into tl>e land of their forefathers. 
I'o thefe we Jnay add a gipt number, who had formerly gone 
from tffc idolatrous ten bribes, to put themfelvcs under the 
prote^ion i)f the kings of Judah ^ : and this may be theVea- 
ibn, why the whole number of thofc mentioned in £zra*s lift 
amoupits !>iit to twcntv-ntne thoufand eight hundred and eigh¬ 
teen, and to thirty-one th’onfand and thirty-one in that of 
Nfhrmiah ; whereas both thefe hiftorians make the fum total 


to he forty-two thoufand three hundred and fixty ; fo that the 
overplus feems to he added from thofe of the other ten tribes, ^ 
which returned with thofe of Judah and Benjamin (JK), Wu 

find 


^ iVP.RJi li. 2. Xl-HtM. vli. 7. 
CuROv. xi. 16. XI'. 9, S. alib. 


s lidem ibid. 


Vide 


father Scrai.ih, -f^x-prieft at the 
taking of JeruJmcTt\ had been 
pvit to death at Rihlah (4). As 
for jfottfiib'ky he W'as carried 
captive into and had 

4)ee« dead fome time before the 
publifhingof this decree, fo that 
Jt/hua was then'' the he^dmf the 
pontifioal family. >, * 

(F.) Some think thele two to 
be the fame with thdfe fo often, 
mentioned in the Books of EJlhn 
aijjd Nehemiah ; and rhat, finding 
the work of the temple obUrufled' 
by tlieir enemies, they returned 
• 


again (5): but it is 

gencral^Dclicv^that they were ^ 
quite different perfonsof the fame * 
name (6). ^ 

As for the other feven, the 
JenuiJh writers affirm them to 
have been the chiefs of Haieije^vijh 
fynagogue, or grand council of 
the Jmvf, which they fay fat 
at Jerufalem after their return 
from Babylon. We lhall have 
occafion to fpeak more largely • 
of this fynagogue in the fequel 
of tliis chapter (7). 

^F) Accordingly Wc find the 


-(4) 1 Kixgi yi'XV, \%. ad (5) Abtnmr, Corn. wlap. ^ al. in Fzramii, s. 
(6) l-'id. Pf id. chin & al. fupra citat, (j) Viit /went, if, id l«f, Kmtb, f» 

r»d, (S’ gl. Murp. & y«»- in he, 


I 


decree 


€ 
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^find likewlfe ftientioii made of two hundred men and women 
V''[fingers, whom they brought with them j four hundred and 
thirty-five camels, feven hundred and thirty-fix horfes, two 
hundred and forty-five mules, and fix tlioufand /even hundred 
afles 

O N H may fee by this lift, how fmall the number was' of 
riipfe who returned, in comparifon of thofe who flayed bc- 
hiiid : and accordijigly the fews themlMves tell us k, that only 
the bran came out of Bahylan^ but that the flour fiaid behind : 
even of the priefts, who, as w;e obferved in the former part Prujls 
of their hiftorywere divided into twenty-four clafles,»v>- 
only four returned, namely thofe of fedaiah^ lmmtn\ turned, 
Pafehur,, and Harhn. Thcfe, however, foon after their arrival, 
fubdivided themfelyes each into fix, that they might again 
ma^e up the old number, and called themfeIves by their names 
accordingly (G). Some of tlie(^||^cre were, who, not being 
aide to make out their* lineal dcfceiif from the prieH;h(>94> were 
deprived of the office and piivileges of it, until foine high- 
priefl: fhould arife, who'could decide their title by the iiriin and 
tlmmmiinThe fame difpute happened alfo concerning 
fomc others, who being come from TV/- Td-Harfa (H), ' 

and 

. 

' ISrra ii. 65, & fcq. *' Talmud Baby), in KcduHiini. 

^ See before, vol. iii. p. 85. Sedar holam rabl). c. 29. 

'I'almud Hierof. in Taanith. Yid. Trid. ubi fupra. " Ezra ii. 

62,63. ^ ^ - 

decree of Cyrusy and afterwards were offered at ^JefufaUm^ he 
that of Artaxerxes^ extended not mentions evprefly tmeehe he- 
to thofe two trU>e.s Qfd|||Lbut to gouts^ according tg the i-i'.-dve . 
all the people of't^!®00 of trihu 

I/raely and to m thofe tkat wor- {G) Hence 'it is, that 2.ccha- 
ffiiped Goo at JenfaUm^ which riaby the father of'John the Bnp- 
could not but include all the other tijl^ is faid (1) to have been of 
ten (8). the courfe of d^iah^ and Mat- 

In confcquence of which Es,ra tkias the Maccahee, to have beeI^ 
concludes the chapter in whiqfi of that of 'yoarih{z]f' tho’itis 
the above-mentioned lilt is, with plain neither of them,' nor any 
thefe remarkable words ; So the ctlicr but the four abdve-men- 
priefii^ le^vittSy people^ fingers^ por- tioned, retufned into Judina, 
terSy a7td nethinims, ihoelt in their . (H) Perhapj the fame ^ with 

citiesy and all Ifrael in their ci~ ^Telajpafy a province of Af* 
tier. And when he fpeaks of lyriai not, we own we are in 
the c.xpiatory facrificcs, whj^h the dark about the fituation of 

(8) Ewa 3. vii. 13. (q) Ibid. vi. 16, 17. , (i) QviJ. Isue.i. >. 

X Muceab. Wti, (s) VuLVnJ, ubi fupra. 
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and other olaces, could not prove themfclves to belong to any . 
tribe Thefe were about Iw hundred and fifty in number, 
bcfidcs upwards of three hundred and ninety nethinims, the 
pofterity of thofe Gibionites, whom Solomon did afterwards, 
dedicate to the fervicc of the temple p ; fo fmall was the 
number of thofe of unqueftionable defeent, who returned 
either with Zcrubbabel or Nehemiah* And hence it is, that, 
ever fince this time, the number of feivs that dwelt in PaTa- 
Jilne^ was always vaftly inferior tcr'thofe that were difperfed in 
Chaldaa^ Perfia^ &c. The priefts, levites, fingers, nethinims, 
and other oificers of the temple, fettled thcmfelves as well as 
they could in or near ferufakm<t that they might readily wait 
on the fervice of God, by rearing up his altar, and preparing 
all other things againft the next grand folemnity : as for the 
reft, the greater part of them difperfed thcmfelves in the neifh- 
boiiring cities and country, where fome of them had formerly 
dwdt, and where they probably found alfo fome of their bre¬ 
thren, whom Nebuchadnezzar had left there. 
fhefiajl. By this time the month Tifljri^ v<diich, as we have clfcwhere 
tf trum-’ fhewn 9 , was the firft of the civil, and feventh of the eccle-t 
fiaftical year, was at hand. 7 'he firft day of it was the feaft of 
the trumpets, bccaufe the new year was to be proclaimed by 
the (bund of that inllrument It ufhered in morcovdf.two 
other great folemnities, namely the expiation-day, or grand 
faft, which was to be kept on the tenth *; and the feaft of 
tabernacles, which began on the fifteenth, and end^d on the 
twenty-fecond of the month * inclufivc. The greateft part of 
that of expiation, fuch as the high-prieft entering on that day 
into the moft holy place, ^c. they were forced to fet afidc, for 
want of a temple : however, they failed not to come from all 
parts to the folemnity, and to faft, pray, l^c. and to offer the 
proper facrifices on the altar, which they had by that time 
repaired j fo that from tliis day they ceafed not to offer the 
morning and evening, and all other facrifices preferibed by 
JfeaJtefta-^Q law oiMofes. The feaft of tabernacles coining five days 
ktruacles expiation, they cretfted booths at Jerufalm^ and 

teiebrated. celebrated that fefttval with the pfual folemnities, and fo fet 
about to reftore in good earneft the worlhip of God in that 
metropolis. 

® Ezra ii. ^ fcq. P ^ee before, vol. iii. p. 961 ^ Ibid, 

p. 30, Sc feq. » Ibid, »Ibid. p. 44, Sc feq. * Ibid, 
p. 26, Sc feq. 

thofe places, The reader may thofe countries, ui a former 
ice, what have (aid of volume ^3). 

(3J S*f Vtl, iv. p. 314, & fef fubnit, (F). 
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In this folemn afiembly, it was refolved to fct about the 
.rebuilSing of the temple, towards which every one chearfully 
contributed according,to their power. The whole amounted to 
iix^'One thoufand drachms of gold, and five thoufand minas 
of hlver (I), befidcs an hundred veftments for tl ' priefts to 
officiate in. 7 'his was indeed a fmall fum toward fuch a vaft 
and lixpenlive undertaking} and therefore we do fuppofe it 
to have been a free-will addition of their own to a much 
greater one, which had been contributed by their brethren, 
who chofe to,, Hay in the places of their difperfion. This 
money put into the hands of proper officers, who were to 
overfee the work} and who immediately hired workmen, fent-to 
Tyre and Sidon for cedars from Libanus, purfuant to Cyrw/s 
decree, and employed the firft .year in preparing the materials 
foa>thc building *•. 

In the fecond month of the following year, which was the Year of 
third of Cyruses feign, and the. fecond from their return, they the flood 
began to lay the foundation of the temple with great, folemnitv, 1814. 
in the prefcnce of Zerubbabel the governor, oife^ua the hign- Bef. Chr. 
prieft, and of the whole congregation. It was accompanied 534 - 
with the found of their trumpets, and other muftcal inftru- 
^ ments, the priefts and muftcians finging fomc pfalms proper to 
the occafion, and all the people ihouting for joy at the laying 
of the iirft {tone. But whilft the younger fort were thus The foun~ 
expreffing their Joyful zeal upon this occafion, many of the dation of 
priefts, ^evites, and heads of families, who had Iwn that the temple 
fanious buildipg in its fplendor fifty*three years before, could 
not forbear uttering the loudeft cries of grief at the fight of 
that which they were now going to build j infomuch that the 
acclamations of the one, and the llghs and groans of the other, 
were fo intermixed, that it was not eafy to dilllnguifti them 
from each others (K). 

Whilst • 

" Ezra iii. 5, & feq. Ezra iii. 12.. 

(I) Every drachm of gold be- of the two; and the latter mull 
ing computed to be worth about be fuppofed to have amounted to 
ten fliiliings of our money, and mudi larger, fince no Icfs than 
every mina of filver, about nine fomc millions could be fufficlenc 
pounds fterling jf the whole to rebuild the temple, 
amounted to feventy-five thou-** (K) That there was a real, 
fand five hundred pounds. Who* and even confidcrable difparity 
ther this fum was raifed by thofe between the old and new templ e, 
only who returned, or included is very certain, fince Goo is 
the prefents fetit by thofe who pleafed to comfort them for 
flayed behind, is not agreed. The and to promife to raife the glory 
hrllhowever is the more probable of the latter above that of the 
- , N 4 fpimer. 
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Whilst the work was carrying on, the Samaritans (L) 
came to 'Leruhhahely and tlae f.ewtjh congregation j and ex- ^ 

preffcd 

former, by the prefence of the other of his pofterity ; the other 
MeOiah {4). was now begun by fome few 

This difference, however, can- ^ exiles juft returned from their 
not be underftood of its large- captivity: the one in the tiineof 
nefsi lincc the new was built profound peace, and grcateftopo- 
upon the foundation of the old. Icnce ; the other in time of ad*» 
Of the two, the decree of Cj/rus verlity and oppreflion from their 
feeins to allow this new one three enemies round about: the former 
times tlie breadth of that ©f Sa- was built of the moft curious 
/swiw; this being but twenty, and coftly Hones, timber, and 
and that fixty cubits brpad (5) i other materials wrought with the 
but our learned Pridfmtx has moft cxquifite art, and overlaid 
fufficiently proved, that the di- with a prodigious quantity of 
menfions were the fame, only gold infomuch that the over- 
differently taken, to wit, tlie one layings in the moft holy pfece, 
from in to in, and the other from which was but thirty feet fquare 
out to oat. every way, are faid to have 

The ypivs indeed tell us, that amounted to fix hundred talents 
the Ijfcond temple wanted five of gold (8), that is, to four mil- 
'"onfidcrable things, which were Hons three hundred and twenty 
the chief glory of the fir ft (6). thoafand pounds flerling. What 
I'hcfc wcre,ill,thcark or mercy- likelihood therefore wa-s-there, 
teat; 2. the divine prcfence, that this, which was moitly built 
vailed by them the SLr.vlK.ih: 3. of the materials that Wj're dug 
the holy fire upon the altar : 4. up out of the ruins of trie former, 
lire urim and thuinmim ; and would ever come up to it > Laft- 
l-':llly, the fpirit of prophecy. ly, there were in tlie old one 
And they are certainly in the many fumptiiousgalleries, build- 
right j bat then it doth not ap- ings gates, and other ornaments, 
pear from the facred hi dorian, which were not in this, nor were 
that tliefe were the things which added to it till HerotPi, time, that 
tire ‘Jenvifa elders bewailed, at is, about five hundred years af- 
the foundation of this fecond ter, as lliall be feep in its proper 
tcmplefy)'. place. 

It feenis therefore probable, (L) Thefe were not of the 
that their grief arofe from the feed of //rae/, but the pofterity 
unlikelihood, that it would ever of that mixed multitude, whom 
be raifed to the grandeur and ^halmamxer king of JJfyria fent 
magnificence of the old oije, fee- from Cutltah^ Avoy Hamathy Se- 
ing the one had been built by the pharvaimy and other provinces, 
wifeft and richeft king, and con- to inhabit thofe parts, out of 
ftantly adorned by fome one or which he had carried the ten 

(4) 3, df fy. (^) Covf. X Kings v>. advol. i. turn 

l\^ra vi, 3. (6) 'Jnlm, Hiirsfot. in Taanitb. c- z.dj Bnbyl. in 'Jowa. r. j, 

P'.ti. Prtu. part. i. hb. iii. (7} Exi'a iii. 12. (8) i Cbrsn. ni,$. 

Jfraditifix 
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prefTed an carneft defire to join their aHifiancc in it,^feeing 
they had v/orfliiped the (time Goo ever fince the tune of 
Efarhaddon king of Ajfyria^ who had fettled them there. 

But whether the Jm )5 iufpecied the fincerity of their offer, 
or out of contempt to a people, who were not oi the feed of 
Jfrael^ ‘but only bnperfe^ wor/hipers of God ; J.jhua, Ze- 
ruhbaheh whole corigregation, refufed to let them 

bear any part in the undertaking, alleging, that the decree of 
Cyrus being only directed to thofe who Were of Jfraelitijh 
defeent, it would be a diffionour to their nation to admit any 
ftrangers to be partners in the work*. Whether this refufal 
was really juffifiahle or not, we Ihall hot pretend to determine ,h 
fmee the feripture doth no-where either praife or difeommend^^'^ Sama- 
it. Sure it is, that it proved the fource of a bitter and irre-^*^^”®- 
concilable hatred between thefe two nations, the OJ effects of 
which the fews foo.n felt in the immediate obJflru<Stion of their 
undertaking, and by numberlefs ill ojffices, Avhich the incenfed 
Samaritans did to them, and of which w'c fhall give a, further 
account in the fcquel of this chapter. 

The ffrft ftep the repulfed Samaritans took to ohftru^f the 
work, fince they knew they could not procure a reverfion of 
the king’s decree, w.is to bribe underhand fome of his head- 
minifteis and officers to reprefent the finos as a rebellious 
nation, and their rebuilding of the temple as dangerous, and 
ten .ing to fhakc oft their obedience to him. They failed not 
to carry tbeir point, and the work was accordingly ftopped, 

* Ezra iv. i, & feq. 

Jfraeliiijh tribes, as we have feen ing been then totally dertroyed 
in a former volume (9); they by Shalm oiaser^ according to the 
therefore took the name of Sa- prophecy (2), Aey were not in 
maritaus from Snmaria, the ca- a condition to rebuild it, but 
pital of that kingdom; bur by went and dwelt .nt Sbrehem, 
the Jews they were called Cu- near mount Grn'zzmt, and made 
tbim from Cvthabf one of the it their capital (3}. 
provinces out of which they However, they feem to have 
came(i). rebuilt and repeopled the old 

Thefe had, foon after their city, at Icaft in fome degree, by 
fettlement in and about that time the_7i^‘n',r were returned 

been taught the worfhip of tlie from Bchylon^ fince both Ezra. 
true God ; but they likewife re- (4) and NehemUrh make mention 
tained, each of them, the wor- of the inhabitants of Samaria: 
fliip of their own, fo that their and in this fituation they were 
religion was a mixture of judaifm when they came to offer their af- 
^ud heathenifm. Samaria hav- filtance to Zerubhabel, 

(9) P: ^ (1) s Kings xvii. z3, & Jfj. (2) Mie, 

(3) antif. hb, 3 i\, e, 8 , (4) Ctaf. jv. 17. 
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in a great meafurj, not only during the remaining five years 
of Cyrus's life, but alfo during the reign of his fucceflbr (M). 
However, while Cyrus lived, the jiws^ ftill kept on gar 

(M) This fuppreffion of the blinded, they muft have been 
work is fuppofed to have given forced to own, that tlfiey had 
occaiion to Daniel's three weeks found him a very true one to 
foiling and praying; which we their coil. But this will bell be 
Tcad of (5) in the ^d year of feen in the fequel of their hiilory. 
Cyrus's reign, and which began Fn the mean time we cannot 
on the third day of the firlt forbear obferving concerning his 
month (6), and at the end of prophecies, whether thofe that 
which he faw the famous vlfion relate to the MelTiah, or to thofe 
of the Ferjiatif Macedonian^ and foreign empires above-men - 
Roman empires, contained in the tionw, that they are the clearell 
tliree loll chapters of that pro- and moil circumilantiate of any; 
phet, and which feem to have infomuch that Jo/ephus^ in the 
wen the laft he ever had. place above quoted, rightly ob- 

And indeed, if we compare lerves, that he did not only fore- 
what he fays in the clofe of them, tel future events, as the reft of 
with his great age, it is reafonablc the prophets did, but did alfo 
to believe he ^d not outlive it determine the time in which they 
long, fince he was then in the lliould come to pafs. 
feventy-third year of his capti- And this wonderful agreement' 
vify; to which if we add but between the fafts when accom- 
fifteen, the age he was of when plillied, and the prophecies that 
carried into Babylon, and lefs foretold them, appeared fo exadl 
than that he cannot be fuppofed and irrefragable, th i' Porphytj 
to have been, he muft then have could no other way elude the 
been near ninety years old; how- force of it, than by fuppofing 
ever, whether he died when we the latter to have been written 
fuppofe,or lived any time longer, after the former (1). 
we hear no moip of him, except Befides thofe prophecies of lus, 

in the talmudic writings. . which were originally writtw. 

How low an opinion the Jtnus partly in Hebrew, and partly in 
have concerning him, and his Chaldee', the Latin verfion haS' 
writings, has been feen in a fome other pretended pieces of 
former volume (7). But Ezekiel, his, which were, however, never 
and even Jafepbus, give him much admitted by the Jews into their 
the preference to 3 ie otlier pro* canon, and are therefore thrown 
phets (8); and, what is of more out by the proteftants among the 
weight than all, our Saviour him- apocrypha; concerning which,th« 
felf (9) acknowleges him to have reader may fee all that is worth 
been a prophet; ‘and if the Jents knowing in the authors quoted 
fijjce then had not been fatally in the margin (z). 

<5) Dait.%. T, (S fcq. ( 6 ) jnd. int. al. Uffer, M A. M. 3470 . 

(7) Supr. W. iii, p. z'i7,jub i»f. (OV (8) E»$k. xiv. puff, Jefepb, lit. x. c. ta, 
(9) Mattb. XXiv. 15. (1) Huron, prafat, in Danitl. 

ibid. & in Dan, xiiil Calmtt, prafat, in md. Frideauz mtuH, part i. lib. iii, 
& aKplur, 
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thering matcrcmls for their work, in hopes of better times: 
they were ftill aflifted in it by the Tyrians and Sidonians, who 
fumiihed them with cedars from£/^< 3 !y«x,with mafons, carpenters, 
and other workmen; and thefe, being, as it were, pent up in 
their maritime cities, received in return a propottioiiable quan* 
tity of ebrn, wine, and oil, from the fews, as dieir anceftors 
had formerly done from king Sdomm^. Bvx Cyrus was no 
fooner dead, than the Samaritans, encouraged by the ill 
difpofition of his fucceflbr Cambyfis, called in Scripture 
Ahafuerus *, inftead of their former fubdolous pra^ices, de-> 
dared themfelves openly againft the jewr, and againft their 
undertaking; and wrote in the moft prelllng terms to that 
monarch to put an immediate ftop to it. Cambyfis, however, 
probably out of refped to his father's decree, would not feem to 
revoke it, but privately gave them leave to obftruft the exe¬ 
cution of it j fo that the work, tho’ it was not wholly fup- 
prefled, went at Icaft very heavily on during his whole reign, 
which lafted but feven years and nve months. 

Cambyfis being dead, and one of the magi having mounted Year of 
the throne (N), as has been clfewhere related«, the Sama- the flood 
ritans failed not to renew the accufation again!); the fews to 826.“ 
that ufurper: they reprefented to him, that that nation had Bef. Chr. 
been always famed for rebellion, for the truth of which they 522- 
appealed to antient records; and added, that if they were 
fuffered to go on in the rebuilding of their city and temple, 
which tlsfiy were then about, it would not be long ere they 
fliook off tJie 3/uke. The ufurper, who had been one of the ^The builds 
chiefs of the fedt of the magi, again!); whom the Jews were ^b- 
known to be diametrically oppoute in point of religion, did h 

not want any great arguments to induce him to fupprefs them j Sama- 
but fent an immediate decree to them, to defift from their 
enterprize, and charged the Samaritans to fee it executed. 

Thefe therefore, having received the order, went ftraitway with 
it to Jcrufalem, and caufed a total flop to be put to the work, 
till the Jews obtained a frelh decree in flic fecond year of 
Darius Iiis fuccefibr’s reign, that is, about two years after. 

1 'he Jews by that time had been fo dilheartened, partly by T'j&z Jews 
the conftant oppofition of the Samaritans, and pairiy by this fumjhtd 

* ^ with 

y Conf, 1 Kings v. 8 , & fcq, Se Ezra iii. 7. * Ezra iv. 6 . dearth, 

9 ec al£b vol. v. p. 198, & feq. ^ Ibid. p. 199, & feq. 

(N) This is he Whom Z%ra Smerdishy Hercdotusi Marefyshy 
A^taxtrxes, or rather Ar- AS/chylus', Spendadates by Cte- 
tahfiafithtt (5): he is differently Jias ; and Ortfafies by JujHn (4). 
pame4 by profane hiflorians, as 

(j) £»r4 iv. 7. (4) Stthtfort, W. v, p 199. 

laft 
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laft decree, that tliough the latter ceafed with the difeovery and 
death of the ul'urper, yet did thcy'not fhew the leaft readinefs 
to refume their eiiterprize, till God had puniOicd their indo¬ 
lence with a great dearth, and let them know by his prophet 
Haggtiiy that it was upon that account that both their harveft 
and vintage had failed them l>. I’liis was indeed an eiFc£lual 
argument to awake the zeal of that felh(h people, who h{\d by 
this time took care to feattheinfelvcs in commodious and fumpi- 
tuous iioufcs, without giving themfelves any further thought 
about the houfe of God. 'I he prophet was therefore lent to 
tJie governor, to the hjgh-prieil, and to the reft of tlie heads 
of yiu/ah, to upbraid them with their ingratitude *=; and at 
the lame time to aflure them, that if they would now fet about 
T/jc ‘v.'ork the viotk in good earneft, God would not only make it profper 
refumtd. in their hands, hut that he would make the glory of this 
fecond temple by far exceed that of the firft d. This mefljige 
had at lengtli the defired eflcdl, and the people, rouft'd up by 
thtfe promifes and threats, rcfuined and purfued the work under 
tlie eye and guiilance of llaggai and Zechartah 

Im the mean time the Satnaninnsy who kept a watchful 
‘ eye over them, being furprifed that tliey fiiould dare to go to 
work again, iji fpite of the decree they hid obtained againft 
Tatnai them, wcnl and applied-themfelves ^ojatnaiy whom/A7r/w 
ivmn to had jTiade governor of Syria and PalajUneytSi^. acquainted him, 

• ferufa- that his {'iitcrprize was refumed, not only againft the king’s 
1 cm, order, bjst to the manifeft detriment of his realm. ^'^**hcy ex- 
pcxHcd probably, that this new governor would have imme- 
iliatclv lupprclfcd that v/ork ; but he, being a man of more 
tcmjier and moderation, came direcfly to 'Jervj'alcmy accom¬ 
panied with fomc of his couirfcllors, and with one Shethar^ 
bo%.naiy wlio is fuppofed .to have been governor of SamartUy 
and inquired of the y«c’.r, hv wliat authority they ventured 
upon It '/.erubbabd and 'Jdhua undertook to anfwcr for 
the reft, and acquainted him with the decree they had for¬ 
merly obtained froiA Cyrus ; and at the fame time produced 
the Kicn."I vcflels, which that monarch had ordered to be re- 
ifored to them, in order to renew the worlhip of (jod in Je- 
rufalem. *tainaiy having received this anfwcr, thought the 
mat^ter of too great confluence to interfere with, till *he had 
fent a full account of it to Dariusy and defired that fearch might 
DariusV be made concerning that decree. It was accordindy found 
decree. among the records that were kept in the palace of Echatan fj, 

*» Kaggai i. 6, & feq. ® Ibid. verf. 4. Ibid. ch. ii. 4, 

& feq. « Ezra v. 1, & feq. Zechar. i. i, & feq. ^ De hoc 
yid. vol. V. p. 4, & 189, & feq. Vid. & J^zram v. 3, & feq. 

where 
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where Cyrus was at the time of Iiis granting it j and Darius^ 
out of refpe£l to that great*monarch, two ot Whofe daughters 
he had then married, readily confirmed it by a hew one, in 
which all the grants of the old were repeated and ratified, 
with this fevere penalty annexed, that whofoevei should pre¬ 
fume to contravene or obllruil it, his houfe fliould be pulled 
down, and a gallows made of the timber of h, and the offen¬ 
der hanged upon it. The execution ci the decree was com- Year of 
mitted to Tainai and Shtharboznai, and was brought to them the flood 
accordingly much about the beginning of the fourth year of *830. 

reign (0),and by them communicated to thofews s. ^hr. 

It was then that the building began to nfe apace, fmee 5*8. 
they were now not only free front any obftruOlions from their 
enemies, but were-fupplied, by the king’s order, with all the 
neccffarles towards the exfftnee of it, out of the treafury of 
that province; and this addition of the king’s bounty, joined 
to the offerings,which both they of Pala’JJine^^xvX their brethren 
abroad,' paid towards it, caufed fuch a difpatch in the work, . 
that it was completely finiflied in three years j that is, in thaThe temple 
fixth year of Darius^ and in the month Adar^ which is the hdkfimjhed. 
of the fetvijh year, anfwcring in part to our February h. The 
. dedication of that fhered building was celebrated with fiiitable 
folemnity and joy, and with abundance of fhcrifices j after 
which they prepared tbemfcivcs for the approaching feftival of 
the paflover *, at which many of their brethren from other 
provincwi aflifted, having heard of the fuccefs which thatlong- 
wifhed-for ent; rprizc had met with ; and from this time we 
reckon the complete reftoration of the fews, mentioned in the 
firft note of this chapter. Accordingly, when thofe that dwelt 
in Babylon fent about this time to 'Jcrufalem to inquire of the 
prophets, whether they might not thenceforward defift from 

* Ezra vi. 6, & fcq. Vide & Joseph, antiq. 1. xi. c. 4. '' See 

before, vol. iii. p. 36, fub not. ‘ Ezra vi. verf. 15, ch. vii. 6. 

(O) The learned Ujher feems higher, Ezra was four months in 
to place this decree one year coming from Eubylon; and lefs 
fooner; but if wc confider, that than another fix months can 
•it was about the beginning of hardly be allowed before they 
the third year of that mona,rcli, could obtain in fo grc.at a court 
that Fatnai fent to the king 4lk order for fearching the re- 
aboiut ii, one may ^eafonably al- Koids, going *from Shujbav to 
low, fix months for tlie meifen- Echatan, procuring an autheiuu' 
get’s going and coming from ropy of the decree, bringing it 
to Shujhati in Perji.% back to Darius^ and obtaining a 
/»nCe, as‘we have feen. a little confirmationof it {5). . 
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keeping the fails of the fifth and feventb months (P), Zecka- 
among other things contained^in the feventh and eighth 
chapters of his prophecies, tells them, that they had now kept 
thofe falls feventy years In memory of this decree, which, 

we obferyed, was given from Shujhariy or Sufa^ the fewt 
gave the name of Shiifijan to the ealtcrn gate of the outward 
temple-wall, and caufed a bas-relief of that metropolis to be 
fet up over it, which continued there till its total deilru^ion 
by the Romans 

In the mean time, the mortification which the envious 
Samaritans received from the king's decree in favour of the 
Jews., and the wonderful difpatch with which they had fini(h> 
ed their temple, did but ferve to augment their rancour 
againil them. Their being obliged to payj not only towards 
the rebuilding of that edifice, but towards the fscrifices and 
oblations that were daily to be efiered up there for the profpe- 
rity of the king, arid the whole realm, and towards the main* 
Samari- tcnance of the priefts who officiated there \ was what they 
t^xArtfufe feemed to refent above all the reil: and therefore, as foon as 
iopajtoit.x\\Q temple was finiihed, tho' the outbuildings were Hill unre¬ 
paired, and continued fo for many years, they made it a pre- 
, tence for with-holding the ufual tribute, alleging that it 
was to ceafe as foon as the building was finiihed. This obliged 
the Jews to fend a deputation to Darius, at the head of whom 
were Zerubbabel, Mordecai, and Jnanias, to complain to the 
king of it. Darius received them with his ufual benevolence, 
and after a full hearing iflued out a freih decree, coinmanding 
his officers at Samaria to caufe the ufual tribute to be paid to 
the temple, and for the future on no pretence whatever to 
give the Jews any caufe of complaint upon that article 
After this they met with no farther obftaele during the reft of 
that monarch’s reign, which lailed twenty-eight years longer, 
nor during the twelve years, of his fucceflbr; but enjoyed a 
perfed peace, being governed by their high-priells in matters 

* Ezra vi. i6, ad fin. See Lichtfoot’s profpe6l of t^ 

temple, ch. 3. * Ezravi. 8, & fcq. “VideJosEPH. 

antiq. ubi fupra, c. 4. 

(P) Thefe were falls which the temple: and, fourthly, For the 
captive J^s kept in thofe t 4 h murder of GedaUah (6). AU 
months, in memory, firll, Of^r- which &fts theyilill keep ta tfais 
Tufalem being firft befieged by day, though they have (bmewhat 
Vebuebadnexsiar : iecondly. Of changed their place in their ca- 
its being taken by him : third* lendar. 
ly. Of its being burnt with the 

(6) Set Sefber Ttutnish, Mefifier, ^ ef, 

of 



C. XI. the Hifiory of j 

of religion, and in thofe of ftate by the heads of the tribe of 
Judah^ though ftill in fubje^Uon to the kings of Perfta^ and 
lubordinate to his goycrncas ,on this fide the Euphrates (Q_). Xerxe*. 
'Xerxes had no fooner fiiccceded his father, than he confirmed Year of 
all the privileges formerly granted to the fews. This was the flood 
not without a finguJar mark of the divine providence, fince *^ 9 °* 
the temple of Jerufalem was the only one that obtained this 
{Articular regard from that prince, wliilft he was plundering 45 ®* , 
and deftroying all the reft timt came in his way. J^t he was 
in both cafes fulfijlirtg the prophecies of Ifaiah " and Jeremiah^^ 
which had long fince foretold both the downfal of the heathen 
idols and temiues, and the reftoration of the Jewijh .one, un¬ 
der the proteaion and favour of Cyrw, and his fucceflbrs. 

Jofephus adds, from a pafiage out of an antient poet (R), 
that the fews afiifted Xerxes in his wars, and that he had a 
band of them in his army It. is true, the meaning of the 
poet has been much canvalTed by very great critics; but* 
whether or no he intended the Jews by it, it is hardly to be 
fiippofed, that they,, who were io well known for their va¬ 
lour, fidelity, and attachment to that prince, fliould be the 
only people excufed from the war, when his army was com- 
pofed of ail the other nations of the Perftan empire. In the 
•third year of his reign, according to the Jlexandrian chro¬ 
nicle, died the JewiJl) high-prieft JeJhua in the fifty-third 

" Ch. xxi. g. Ch. x. ii. li. 44, 47. & alib. paiT. 

* Cent. I. i. 

( Q.) Thcfc particulars we the Vhcenician dialefi;, and dwelt 
have from JafepbuSf who adds, in the high and hilly grounds of 
that Zerubbahel was the perlbn Zolymay near to a great lake, 
who anfwered the wife queflion^ marched under his ( Xerxes's ) 
propofed by the king, which we ftandards. The ^ews fpeaking 
have in the apocryphal book of then the Syriac language, Solynta. 

Baruch. But we Icarce think it being one of the names of Jeru‘ 
worth inferting here, though the falexty and it being fituate upon 
fame author Sells us, the rebuild- hills, and near the famous lake 
ing of the temple, and the redo- Afphaltitcs, it was natural for 
ration of the Jtrwsy were granted Jofephus to underfland the people 
him as a reward for his merit and here mentioned to liave been the 
judgment. The canonical books Jews. Some great critics, how- 
are filenc as to all thofe particu- ever (7),have pretended to apply 
laH, and we lhall flick clofe to jt to the Solymi of n/idia, againfl 
them Us far as they go. ' whom Salmajius has undertaken 

( R) The paflage is out of to vindicate the Jewift hiflo- 
(^dmrihisi and is to this purpofe: rian(8), who feems ind!^ to be 
That a ftrange people, who ufed moft in the right. 

(?) Stulig, ntr. ad fra-tx. Beckort. Pieleg.pgrt ii. /. i, c. ». Cmarstfen* 

fkk.H/try (dJiltg. lirg. Htihn. 6 te Prid.uki/uprf. vo/.ii, f.^S‘ 

yea^ 



of hfe high-priei|j|0od, and \Wis fUc^eeded bj? his -fon*^ 
Jctakitn t ; and Xervesy Iwing murd<ired in the twenty'-firift 
year of his reign, was fuccecded by his Ton ArtaxerxiSy whon;i 
We have elfewhcre fliewn to have been the Ahafutrus of Scrig^ 
ture, the husb.Mid oi EJther and coniequently the greateft 
friend the Jews ever had> either before or fince theii redo* 
^ ^ ration. ^ ^ 

How he came to befb abovc,A|| his predecefi^t 
l)Wffr Aha-l«arn from the book of JBjihry wbofe biftory ia 

luerus fo well known, that we mall consent onrrelves ^ith giving 
^ATows our leade^b as fhort a fummary of it as is neccifary for ^ 
tJ^eJewi, thieaJ of our hiftory. EJfhet cr Msreia/phvm an orphan'of 
the tribe of Benjamn^ brought up and adopted by her untfU 
Mordetai } this lad was a defcendent of thofe who bad been 
brought captives into Bahshtiy with Jecottiah Icing of Judah ^ 
and, by his condant attendance at the palace-^ate^ fMms to 
luv e been one of the king’s porters, had mtere^, 
enough to introduce his mece into the palace, among othsr 
bcautic> who were to be candidates to focceed the repumal;e<l 
/ ajhtt , and fhe had already fo captivated the Perfian 
Ti rch, even before he had fet the diadem on her headt>^%t^ 
fhe tould obtain any thing from him which her uncle Sid 
afk ; It being a peculiar privilege of thofe virgioo, whenever 
thttr turn came to appear before the king, to obtain whatever 
they afked of him *. It is therefore rtafonably fuppofed, that 
itwris by her intcreft that Ezra^ a very learned andvzealoi^ 
JeWy of the houfc of Aaron (S), obtained an ample commit- 

hon 

^ Nehfvi. xii. 10. Jc^EPH ubi fupra, 05. ' Vol.v. 

p 25^, &feq.&not ^ Esther 11 13, &feq. 

(S) He cills himfelf here, ac- the Scriptures to the people Smm 
cotdiiig to the idiom, the mormng to noon, one whole 

fon of Seraiah (9}, who was the week, and of aiHl^ng ’EAftmiah 
jhigh'prieft whom Nehuchadrtex- in his office thirteen years nf* 
«ar caufed to be flam at the take- ter (3], when he xnu|f have been 
ing of j erxfalem (t ) j but, had at leaft an hundred and forty-five 
he been his real fon, he m jfi years old. 
then h.ive been at leafi a handled But fince he there alfb calle 
aid thirty two vears old, fup* Azariah the fon of Merat^^ > 
pofinghim to hive been an m- though’it appears from thebp<d* j 
Hnt when his father died (2), of iht Chrmehs that tlj^ra't 
and fo wholly unlit for fuch a were fix defcendcius 
joa*-ftcy and employ; whereas them, whatfhouJd hfedw bt^wt ♦ 
we find him capable of reading may himfelf have been fom^4i4i^'3 


Evm ftnt 
i///f 7 judaca. 


(q) fga-a »u. r. 0) * Ktn^s XX<. *8, fif /cf. 

ihrweL IP P9th pUteet* (3) Ntb, vui, if is/f* 

t ^ /r/* 
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Ijon from Arittxcrxes to return to feritfaUniy with as many 
of his nation as wcrewiVingto go wlthiiim, and jhero to 
regulate or reform all matters, whether o/church or lUte, as 
he fliuuld fee fit* (T). 

Rtera ftaid fome days near the river Ahavah for the reft of 
his company; and during that time being willing to take fome 
ne^thinlms with him to Jerufalem to fer-'e the^e as formerly in 
the temple, he fent fome of his retinue to LUo^ who was 
chief of thofe that dwelt near the place Cafiphia (U), from 
« . w hence 




Ezra vii. 6, & feq. 


(cents off Seraiaht though it doth forthwith furniflicd to him out 
not d^ar how many f ** of our rrvenuc on the other 

What reputation he was in at fide the Eufhatts, ns fai as an 
the Ferjtan court, may be ga- ** hundred talents ot liUer, an 
thered from the commiffion it- « hundred mealures of flour, 
fcl^ which is fo extenfive in fa- « wine and ojl, dsfe. 

Vour of the Jewi/h nation, as ** And we do Jikewife foibid 
well as of Ezra himfelf, that a our go\crnors in thole pio- 
Icfs intereft than that of Ejiher “ vinces to levy or dtmand ?ijy 
can hardly be fuppofed to have “ toll or taxes on any of the 
^>rocurcd it to him. It was to this “ priefls, Icvites, fingei*. Or 
effedb(5): « of the temple . .md vse im- 

“ Artaxerxes, king of kings, power thee, E^ta^ toippoint 
unto ETLta the piiclt of the *'■ judges, nugifiratc^, O’i. ac- 
law of^the God of heaven, coiding to the wifdom with 
peace, c,*r. I» i’our decree, “ which God has endowed thee, 
that w'hofoever of you, whe- to judg» the people on that 
ther priefls, levitc'-, OV Ihall " fide the"river, ard to condemn 
be defirous to return to Jeru- “ evciy offender to death, ba¬ 
ja/m, be permitted to go fafe- ** nilhmcnt, or any Icffer punilh- 
ly thither. — We give you “ mcnr, according to the nature 
power to fettle and reform ** of his crime” 
every thing according to the (1’) I’Jus commiffion was 
law of your God, and to con- granted to him in the feventh 
vcy thither all the money, year of that monarch’., reign, in 
veffels, which we, our virtue of which he began his 
comifel!ors,aswell as the priefls journey from Bahylan on the fr& 
and others of your nation that day of the motith ipfner- 

ftay in the province of Baly- ing to the middle of il'«/.//. 

/flfe, ihall freelyoffer for the (U) It is not eai\ toguef-what 
fervicc of the temple of your place thi. was,, the ten calls it 
Ooh; \i‘hich is •■ix*jert(jal€*n, il*J ']::*( ’.i j., <, 
or to difpofo of it in any other t/mhm, Cajipbia the pl.icc. Some 
way you lhall think iit; — and h*ave taken it for the Ca/pian 
that whatee'er otlicr charges mountiius ficuate between jCf*- 
(hall think ucicflary for dia and li^traniay in the niiiics 
the houfc of Goo, (hall be of which thefe captive nethinims 
(5) Ezra \iu iz, C’/tf. 

X, O 
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whence he gathered about two hundred and twenty of thenit 
befides fome pried'? and levites “} after which having pro¬ 
claimed a folemn faft, to implore the divine protection, they 
fet forward, and anived at JerufaUm on the firft day of the 
fifth month, or the middle of July, that is, after a journey 
of four months. 

Hhtom* At bis arrival he opened his commifiion before the whole 
mtjtw. Jewtjh aflembly, and there delivered to the priefts the offer¬ 
ings winch had been made by the king, nobles, and by the 
Babyhntjh fetvs (W) } after which having fent to acquaint 
the governor of Syria and Palajiine with the power he had re¬ 
ceived from the king, he began with appointing judges andL 
magiftrates to reform every thing that was contrary to the 
law of jMofes ; and, puifuant to his commifiion, impowered 
them to punifli olfeiideis, not only with fines, impnfonment, 
and other kfier punifhments, but even with banilhment and 
death, according to the nature of the crimecon¬ 
tinued in the faithful difchaige of his authority thirteen years, 
tint is, till he was fucceeded by Nehcmiah^ who was fent 
th'ther with a frcfli rommiflTion horn the fame monarch. But 
. before that, the having received frefh tokens of the 

^ king's favour upon his ruling Ejiher to the diadem, Ezra, 

j ^ felling upon the piotcCtion of two iuch powerful friends as the 
new queen, and Mordecai^ who now engroflld the king’s fa¬ 
vour, gave h'nlftlf up wholly to the care of the fewljh affaiis, ' 

" ERKAviii. 15, & feq. Ibid. vii. 25,^0. 

m 

are fuppofed to have been fent befidc^ twenty bafons of gold, 
to work ; if fo, it is no wonder amounting to a thoufand darko- 
they fhould be fo teady to em- nim, ordancs (7), fix hundred 
brace the benefit of the king’s and fifty talents of filver, with 
decree. veflels of filver, to the weight 

Jsfephus pafTes by this whole of an hundicd talents more, and 
affair, and is fo far miflaken both two vefiels of fome fine copper, 
in chronology and hifiory, that then reckoned as valuable as 
he maki. this decree, like that gold. 

which Nebfmtah obtained thir- Fiom this new reformation 
teen years after, to have been made by Fx.ta in the Jevjtflt 
both granted by X'/'jre/. contrary church and commonA^ealth, the 
to the Hebrew text, which calls learned Pridean\ begins the com- 
hun Arta>.trxess but this lb npl putation of Danieti weeks; but 
the only place where that hillo- as this is a fubjedl quite out of 
mncris. . our province, we refer thoferea- 

(W)'rhcfe offerings amounted ders who are curious about it to 
to (6) an bundled talents of gold, coiifult the book itfelf (8). 

f6) Jo>d. fit. vm. ts, h f (7) of thitcotnfehtlore, vahy^ ft IZ9, 

Fi* ftp yid. Pftd parti. /. ji. ('^) Cu.tjFl, paiti. l%y, 

and 
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and to reform feme cr>ing abufes which had crept in among 
thofe, who were returnf'l from Babylon uadQt Zet ubbabel 
Hjs next great work, in purfuance of his commiffion, was 
to reform the whole ftate of the Jewijh church by reftoring 
its difcipline and rites, according to its antient pattern, under 
the former piophets. In order to which, his fiift care was to Colletis 
collect and iet forth a correil edition of the facred books, zndfbe /aaeet 
then to reduce the obfervance of the Mo/aichvf to boots 

ard. This circumftance we find neither exprefly mentioned 
in the facred hiftorians, nor in jejephus ; but we have it from 
the Talmudijis^ and other antienc fews^ who add a great 
many* others, which not carrying the fame probability with 
this, wc fhall for that reafon give an epitome of in the note 
(Y). But,ab for this point of hts collecting and rcvifing the fa¬ 
cred 


(X) One of thefe was the m- 
terinarriagc*>, which not only the 
common people, but even pnefts, 
levitcs, aid heads of families, 
had made with Tome of then ido¬ 
latrous neighbouis ^9), by which 
they had introduced a mixed 
mongrel bleed of Ezyftiansy 
Maabitt ♦, Immonttest '^amat itavs, 
and other ilrange ni tions, amorg 
the tru« Iftaehtes 1 o leftify this, 
Ezta lilucd 01 \ proclamation, 

and ordered all that were retain 
cd from the captivit) to appeal 
before him at Jetufalem on a fet 
day, under the penalty of being 
excommunicated, and forfeiture 
of ail they had As Toon as they 
were aflembled, he upbraided 
them m the feverelt terms for 
their crimes, fo ftrongly for¬ 
bidden by the Mofatc law j after 
which he obliged them to take a 
lolemn oath, that as many as had 
been guilty of it, fhould put 
away both then Ilrange wives, 
and the children they had by 
then*. But as the thorough cog- 
aiaance of the matter was like to 
take up fome confiderable time, 
and the court of the temple was 
Hill uncovered, and expofed to 


the rains that fell then abundant¬ 
ly, he appointed comnnllioner'i 
to make ilrifl leaich into every 
family, and to oblige all delin- 
qnento to comply with the cove- 
nint which h%ra had exafled 
from them. 'I his fcrutiny was 
accordingly begun on the £ril 
day of the tenth month, and 
ended on the lame day of the 
firlt month, when the number of 
delinquents was found to amount 
to an hundred and fourteen, 
fome of whom had had children 
by thofe Ilrange wives (i). 

(Y) They tell us, ill. That 
he was affilled in it by the grand 
lynagogue 01 lanhednn, which 
they pretend to have been ori¬ 
ginally inlhtuted by Mo/cst in 
the leventy elders, and to have 
been incrcafed to an hundied 
and twenty Wt have ahead/ 
confuted the greateA part of thia 
aflcition in a former volume, to 
which we refer the reader {2) 
adly. In this fynagoguc the/ 
place among the principals of 
them the prophet Darndt and 
his three friend'*, Shadrach^ Me* 
Jhach^ and Abedne^o, whom they 
pietend to have been flill alive. 


( 9 ) Ba.r4ix. I, Cf/ty, (l) JiiJ, tap, uli. virf 17^ feOt 
p. 4.18,6f Jubfiiit Dot$ (H;, 

O a vad 
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cred writings, making feme fmall additions to them, and fixing 
the canon of the Old Tejiament to twenty-two books, as 
they arc now received by the Jews^ and proteftant Chriflians j 
we have many reafons to confirm it. He was excellently 
well verfed in ihcm ; his extenfive authority enabled him to 
gather up all the btft copies that could be met with, either at 
Jerufalewy or among the difperfed Jnvs j he was himfelf- in¬ 
spired, and had the afliftance of two or three prophets (Z) in 
tJie work. 7 'he then confufed Hate of the Jews required wch 


and to have returned from the 
captivity, though neither he, 
or Nehemiahf mention 
any thing about any of them. 

Jialtly, and to mention no 
more, they place at the tail of 
this fynagogue Simon the juft, 
between whom and the time wc 
fuppoi'cd Daniel to have died, 
there c!apfed near two hundred 
and fifty years. The method 
they take to avoid this tlifli- 
culty is equally abfurd, and only 
expofes their ignorance of chro¬ 
nology ; and this makes the ju¬ 
dicious deal! above quoted right¬ 
ly fuppofe, that this pretended 
aflembly of an hundred and twen¬ 
ty, was only a fucceffion of men 
who put every one an helping band 
to complete what had fet 

on foot; and that Simon the juft, 
who is the laftthere najned, and 
was really fo in point of time, 
was the perfon who gave the fi- 
fhining flroke to that great work 
(jj i for that it was not fo fa^* 
completed in Ezra's time as to 
have had no addition or amend¬ 
ment made to it afterwards, is 
fcarce credible; 

I ft, Bccaufe wc find in Nt/je- 
miah (4), the genealogy of Je- 
fktta the high-pric*!! is carried 
down to y,:ddua, and mention 
inade of Darius the Perjian, or 
Codomnnntu^ who were recenter 
by at Icaft an hundred years; and 
in ciie third chapter of the firft 

(l) C^nmthvi-fupra. 


book of the Chronicles, Zeruhha- 
bePs genealogy is carried down 
fo far as mull neceftarily reach 
to the time of Alexander the 
Great. 

2dly, Among the various read¬ 
ings noted in the margin of the 
facred books,which are attributed 
to Ezra, and are known by the 
names of Keri and Ketib, wc 
find fome in thofe of Ezra and 
Nehcmiah, which c.T.nnot be fnp- 
pofed to have been put in by 
them, but by fome of their fuc- 
ceftbrs in the work. 

3dly, We may add, that Nebe~ 
miah and the Chronicles faU very 
lliort of that correflncf. of ftyle 
and method that we find in the 
other books of the Old Tejlament\ 
and, for the reafons above alleg¬ 
ed, were hardly admitted into the 
canon till about the time of Si- 
tnon the juft above-mentioned. 

(Z) Thefe were Haggai, Ze-* 
chariab, and Malachi, to which 
the Jpws add, as we hinted in the 
laft note, Daniel, and his three 
companions. As for Malachi, 
they pretend that he was the 
fame with Ezra ; that this laft 
was his proper name, and 
Malachi, which figttiRei my an¬ 
gel or raellenger, was that of 
his oftice, as being the perfon or 
prophet fent by Goo to reftore 
the Jeojoip church to its priftine 
fplendcr and flandardi 

St. Jerom and fome other an- 

(4) Ch» zii. io, zs» 

tieht 
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a collection and revifal of the /acred writings; and fomc fuch 
thing we find done foon after Nchemiah'^ ariival in fi(J,c(iy 
when Ezra brought forth the facred volume, and read and 
expounded it to all the people from morning till noon, during 
the whole feven days of the feaft of tabernacles *. Laftly, 
the whole current of Talmudiji vtuittiy and all the antient 
and modern fews y (except the Semaritumy who rq’cdl: all 
but the pentateuch, as fhall be feen in due time; and JofephiiSy 
who perhaps did not think proper to tell the world, that the 
facred writings ftood in need of fuch a revifal and amend¬ 
ment), aferibe this work to Ez^a^ as prefident of the fan- 
hedrin, and chief direilor ahd overfeer of the whole; in which 
they have been followed by no fmull number of antient fa¬ 
thers % and by far thegreateft part of modem writer^'. ^Vc 
may further add, that there is no other way of jufiifying that 
great and zealous man, for leaving the city ami outwoik>> of 
the temple in that defolate ftate in which A'JjMiIa/j found 
them at his coming * (confidering that he met with no more 
obftaclcs, that we read of, from the Satnariuwsy but all pof- 
fible encouragement from ihe Perf an com but the fuppoli- 

tion, that he tiiought it of greater moment to bellow his 
time and care in tin's new and correCl edition of the facicd 
code, than to bufy himfclf in repairing the outworks of tlie 
city and temple. It is in the time of this revifal that he is 
fuppofed to have cxchangcil the old Hebnw chaiaCler for 
the m'*'’C beautiful and commodious Chaldee now in ufe, and 
to have mve, 'td the Majforah{A), vowel and other points, 
concerning which we have given a full account in a lormcr 
volume 

Akoiptr. 

* Nehlm. viii. 2, &fcq. adfin. r Vid. Slu). dc fvnedr. 
BuxTORF.Tiberiad. & auft. ab eis citat. * Clem. Arr yai.dr. 
ftrom. 1 . i. Iren. 1 . iii, Basil, epift. ad Chilon. Isiuor. ong. 

1 . vi. & al.mult. » Nehem. i. 2. ii. 14,&fcq, ^ Vol.in. 
p. 210, & feq. 

tient writers have maintained the he was an aHillant to, if not the 
fame notion (5): fure it is, that fame with ishisrcpiovmg 
Malaehi is rather a common than the people for marrying Itrange 
apropername, and that mEzia's wi.’c. ^ 8), for thcir ofpicllion of 
time prophets were called by it their poor brethren ^9), a«d fe- 
(6j» and accordingly fcveral • veral other ifbufi’s, which were 
antient fatheis quoted Male- then reftlfieJ by and 
ehi under the title of the angel miah. 

or meffsnaer of God (7). (A) By the term MaJfjrah or 

What teems to confirm, that Majfarethy which fignifies tradi- 

(e,) Commrnt, in Malacb. (3 alibi flur, (6 > Hag, i. 13. Mai. ilt 1, C ahb. 

.(7) Olem, jiltxand.fiiom. 1. i. ‘Icrtul. twt.'JuJaos^ c, 5. Otig. in'^vaa. tjal. 

(S) Cb, ii. 11. Ibid. ver. 10. ahb. faJJ. “ 
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Anothtr and very ufuful improvement which he and his 
infpired affociates are generally^ and with great probability, 

believed 


tion, is meant the unwritten rule 
or canon, by which the reading 
and writing of the lacred books 
was fixed. We have already 
feen eKcwherct that the Je^ws 
affirm it to have been given by 
God himfclf to Moftiy who de¬ 
livered it to Jofliutty Amotty Sec. 
by whom it was tranfmitt^ by 
oral tradition, through a long 
fuccclfion of holy and infpired 
men, quite down to rabbi Judahy 
firn^mcdiHakkadoJhy or the holy, 
who wrote it in the book which 
they call the Mijhna ; all which 
we have formerly confuted as a 
feriesof labbailc tiflions (i). 

Others, with more probabili¬ 
ty (2), attribute it to this ifarnr, 
who, in the tomp.inrg of the fe- 
leral copies, out of which he 
was to compile his new authentic 
one, found himfelf under a nc- 
cellity of correfting fevcral eirois 
which had crept in, through the 
ignorance and carclcfrefs of the 
tranfenbers; and,obfeivmg like- 
wife here and there a different 
reading, which might be well 
enough preferved, he put the 
one, perhaps that which he 
thought the befl, in the text; 
and this the Je<wt call Ket i ; the 
other he put in the margin, to 
intimat? that it was otherwife 
written in feme copies; and thefe 
marginals were called Kftih. It 
W'ere,however, abfurd to fuppole, 
that they were all infer ted by 
him, finre, as wy hinted in a 
fonner note, we find foine of 
them, not only in the Look that 


goes by his name, and is juftly 
attributed to him, bat in fome 
of a later date : befides, many of 
thofc marginals are really trifling, 
and fome of them far beneath 
the dignity of fuch an author. 
Thofe who underftand the He* 
hrt*w tongue may fee an inflance 
of this in the places quoted be¬ 
low (3). ' 

As for the vowcl-points,which 
arc laid to have been invented 
by him, in order to fix the true 
fenfe of words, we have hereto¬ 
fore Ihewn them to be of much 
mote modern date (4). But, as 
to the grammaticil ones, efpe- 
cially the athnach and JiUuc, or 
/opb fnJTuky fo called, becaufe this 
hft concluded every period, cal¬ 
led by the Je-ws pajjfuiy U is moll 
likely, they were dcvifed either 
by rr vtiy foon after him j for 
the llebtcM being almrv'l for¬ 
gotten dating their *.riptivity, 
and the Chaldee being become 
the current tongue, thrie was a 
neceffity, that thofe pai albas or 
portions of Icripturc, that were 
tend in the temple, and other 
fynagogucs, fhould be expounded 
to them by proper interpreters; 
and this the Taimudijls (5) tell 
us was doneverfc by veife in 
the law, which gave occilion to 
the invention of thofe points, m 
Older to direfl tlie readeis when 
to Ilop: but when they wnne 
afterwaids forbid by AnUoiLus 
Epiphanes to read the law 6), 
and had fubftittued the ledlurc of 
the prophets inllead of it; the 


Vi) Sfe Lfrfy tof. «T. (z> Pu*. uht fufra. (i) ? /Cirre 

Xvri, i; Ifjj it, It. ^ rV. M p. 2ir , Sf ffj, ^ Mpm 

tra'f. ilTegiJi. (. f tdt c, 3. Cs" win/, ab t tifat. (b) FL 
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believed to have made to this new edition of the facred books, 
is the interfperfing here and there an explanatory claufe by way 
of parenthefis, and making fuch other additions to the text, as 
were ncceflary to explain, illuftrate, or confirm it. Of this 
nature fome fuppofe the account of^-^/^r’sdeatii, and the ex¬ 
cellent charafter given to that great lawgiver in the laft chap¬ 
ter of Deuteronomy^ to have been ; but it feems to us more 
probable, that thU was inferted much earlier, namely by y<»- 
JhuOi or fome of his cotemporary writeis, in order to infpire 


fenfe in thefe generally running 
a.greater length, they were obli¬ 
ged to read and expound three 
whole vcrfeii at a time. 

However, when the Macca¬ 
bees had, by recovering their li¬ 
berty, rellored the antient read¬ 
ing of the law, they continued 
ftill the lecture of the prophets, 
and expounded the former verfe 
by verfe, and the latter every 
third verfe; in procefs of time 
they added likewife the other 
bookc, called by them 
Kftubtm^ or Hn^iographa ; and 
this probably gave iite to the di 
ilin£kioi| of legal, piophetical, 
and hagiu^raphicai books, oficn 
mentioned in the gofpcl (;), and 
by Jofephus (8). 

How thefe periods or verfes 
were marked m their books, is 
not eafy to guefs. If the Jcivs 
were then as fuperftitious as they 
have proved fincc, it ks certain 
they could never fufier them to 
be inferted in any fhape into the 
text, which they look upon as 
polluted by every adventitious 
point or dot, though ever fo ac¬ 
cidental. It IS indeed a queftion 
whether they were fo fcrupulous 
in antient times; but then, if 
£xra^ t r anv of his fucceflbrs, 
evei^ admitted tbofe flops, lines, 
points, or in any ocher form, it 


will be a wonder how they came 
afterwards to be expunged ; for 
it is plain there are noflc fuch 
admitted in their fynagogucs. 

But the difficulty may be eafi- 
ly lemovcd, by fuppoling that 
they only left a blank fpace be¬ 
tween period and period; or, as 
Maimon imagines (g), that they 
finifhed every veile or peiiod 
with a break, and began the next 
line with a new verfe. But as 
they found thefe breaks to i un to 
too greata lengthjin many places, 
and caufed their books, thofe we 
mean which they had for their 
private ufe, to fwcll to too great 
a bulk, tiiey invented the two 
giammatical point*!, which are 
now in ufe, and which the reader 
may find in all their pointed 
books. 

But this was not the foie ufe 
of thefe giammatical points. 
Thofe who are acquainted u ith 
that tongue need not be told how 
ncceflary they are in fixing the 
fenfe in many places, nor how it 
may be, and is often, rendered 
obfeute, unintelligible, or even 
contrary, by the mifplacing of 
them. We have formerly given 
a notable mflance of it (i), from 
*which the rca!t]er may guefs of 
the rell; andfhall dwell no longer 
upon it. 


(•>) LuU t, ulf. V. 41.. xiii. 15, Ciftf, ■’ I. 

(<i) £* 'lalwuje i« BanUj i.4ip, 7 , (jf <). (t) VtL J.L az), 
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the people with a Angular rtfpe61 and credit both to him and 
his writings. However that be, we meet with a great num-* 
ber,which,being manifeftly inferted long after the fadts, cannot 
well he aferibed to any but or lome of thofe prophets 

that affifted hnn in the woik: thus we find in feveral of the 
hiffoiical boc'fcs concerniflg fome antient monuments, fuch*» 
like woids as thefe added by way of teftimony, which remain 
mU this dfiy c: nay, many others of the like nature the 
rcadet may fee in the note To the fame end he is 

rupp.)fcii like wife to have sddeaHne new names of places to 
the old one'., which were becKe obfokte. Thus Ahraham 
i, f.nJ to b«ve purfued the confederate kings as far as Dan^ 
the name which thcDmtifes gave long afterwards to the city of 
Lt-jia/i or / Tlic fune was done toi?^r^^/,antiently called 
£//", 10 //e// <yv, whofc original name was Kirjath^Arla, and to 
many moK*, by the help of whofe new names wc come to the 
kjuwkge of the plates there mentioned, which we could 
ncvei have known by their old ones. 

Tii£ Ijft work of this great man was the reftoring the 
woiflnp of the temple accotding to its antient form before the 
c.iptivity ; to revife and amend the JcwtJh liturgi', and to add 
paitituLr piayci*; and thankf’ivinri. proper for ti'e fcftivals 
that \UM<' inpuaJdtd after their iclurn fioni the captivity; 
lui h as ilic dedication of the new Umple®, of Purim and 
the like; . nd as the plalms S eiiteied into almoit every pait of 

I 

= Dfut. ni 14. JoniUA X. 77,&ahb. plur. ^Ctmf.GEN.' 
^'v. 14. &. Jr's.vi't. 47 Judo, xviii. 79. ® KzRAvi. <6, 

Estij • R. ix. 20, id fiu. 3 Vid. flip. vol. in. p. 205, & feq. 

(B) Thus it is faid in Go’ffn (2), metropolis of the Ammonites (4), 
tliat the C'anaanites did shea dmell plainly intimates, that that prince 
in the land ; which words could had been kilkd Jong before this 
not be inferted till they had ac- lall tlaafc was added. Lallly, 
tually been extirpated out of it ; and to mention no more, the 
and in another place of the fame twenty fifth chapter pf the Pro¬ 
book {'•) it is faid, *Thi>fe are the verhs^ which begins with thefe 
flings lijt reigned in the land of words. The pio^erhs 0/Solomonj 
Edom, he/ore there Nigned any 'u.hich the men of Hezekiah king 
king in Ifrael; which laft words of Judah copied out ^ plainly fhews 
tnufl of neceffity have been in- the words were added feme con¬ 
fer ltd long after Softs'i, time, fiderablc time after this laft named 
The large iron be^of Og king or king, who was twelve generations 
fiafan, fiid in Deutetonomy to off 6V(»»iio«. 
jiavc been ihll to be feen in the 

(4 ; Cl. a:i. 6 . ( 3; Ch, xxxvU 31. De t. iii. 11. 
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their worfliip, and were to be fting alternately (C), as we 
have feen in a former volume, it is not to be doubted but he 
took the fame puns in colIc6luig the whole book, and giving 
it the amc rcvifal which he had to the rtft. Whether he 
digelttd them m*the fame order we have them r r >n, as is 
generally believed by Jews and ChrijHa'ts ; and whether he 
was the author of thofe which were manileftl^ compoftd during 
the captivityand dfter their return iiom itfuch t«s vie 
take thofe which are ftiled to have been (D) j and 

laAly, whether he lived to iiMKall thefe things, oi left them 
to be completed by hiS fucctm^; we will not pretend to de¬ 
termine. One thing the fccond book of Mautiheti informs ti, 
tlmtNehenmh loaiidtd a hbrary at Jerufulemy in whiv.li lie 
depofited the adis of the kings, of the ptophets, and cl Da- 

Pfalm cxxxvii. * Pfalm exxvi. 

(C) That is not by hemtjiichs^ (P) Concernirg the title of 
asMw^tfwoxandfomeothcisfeeni thefe, which are lifittn in rum- 
to have imagined, but by whole bti, beginning at the hundredth 
verfes as they are now fang m and twentitlh, vaiiou- hivtbecn 
our cathedrah; for. Sir A, feme the conj4,ftu!ei> of the kirntd' 
of thofe verfes thele are, nhich, its oiigunl import is a /o»f of 
IS a learned prehte In*; Ptcly ob- d gre f or fteps^ which fome in- 
fcHtd agoiiilt hin (j), m-'inlell- tcjp“cttis inilhkmg, have /on¬ 
ly confill of ihicemtmLtis, and fo dorod a fotg of c\cdlence‘y ora 
are incompatible v ’th the method mojl exctlh nt frig (7) 
of linguv by But if weconfidcr, that the 

Blit wlut leem'- to us more de- whole tenor of thofe pfalms con- 
cifive IS, that in iome othti atro- fiPs chiefly cither 111 fervent pi.-ly- 
ftics 6), whole verlos are confe- trs for th..ir return from their 
quently dotermmeek the. letter c-^ptivity, or thinkfgiving for 
) va/t not being admitted to be- having obtained it; and that the 
gin the fixth verfe, but being term-., afcuit, and to afeend, are 
thruft m the middle of the fifth, frcqucml/ ufod to exprefi. thoir 
jufi after the they fubfti- rctuin into their own hnd (8), 

tuted a verfe aftc’* the iall alpha- as it wuj indeed an high hilly 
betical one, which begins m them ground ; is it not moie natural 
with the letter D, vehich can to fuppofe thofe pfalms to have 
hardly be fuppo^^o have been been compoled, fome a little 
done but to make me jnumber of before, and fome preleatly aftei, 
verleseven, that the fame lide of and all upon the lubjeft of this 
the choir might not begin and happy .'feent or leturn from Ba- 
end the fame pfalm; which ad- hiou to Jetufalem {<f)^ %oShtr 
dition w,auld have been need- fiammehalotb will pioperly fig- 
lefs, had they been fung by he- nify the fung of the return, or of 
wtfttchs. thofe that returned. 

(5) Hat,, ptolejpom page 4, anJ q. Pfi/m xxv. and xxxiv. 

7 reAiI (Z) Vid. vit at, hw. i. 3, 5, ^feq, li, s. vji y. 

.A'ik VJI 5,6. Pf c\Xi. Jfr XXWI, S2, Cf dAA. Eeuk, TMiOt* if alii* 
FtJt Calmer, prafat, in Pf Crad, 
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vid J { which feenis to i.nimatc as if the revifal of them 
had been completed before that time. 

It is no lefs uncertain whether this levifal of the facred 
books reache* J fo far as the reftoring the poetical parts to their 
antient metre, or whether they contented themfelves with 
fuch a punctuation a id divifion of verfes as would bell fit 
them foi the ferv ice of the temple. The generality of wiiters 
are tor the latter, but there is one leafon which feems to us 
very Itrong for the former, namely, that thofe pfalms which 
were compoftd after the captivity appcir to us to run much m 
the fimc cadence with thofe which had been written before it, 
and many of them, wh never fome critics miy fanfy to the 
contraiy feem to be in no cafe inferior to them; which 
fetras a plan intimation, either that the rules of Hthrtw 
poc^iy were not 1 ft at Babylon^ or that they were iccovered 
after iheir return, though they have been in vain fought for 
ever fmee the total difptrhon of that nation, as we have fully 
Attaccount in the place lalt quoted out of the third volume of this 
of btjhop hiftory. Howi ver, fince that time the reverend prcla»^e above 
Hare’/ e- mentioned has favoured the learned world with hib metrical 
ithonof edition of the pfalms, by which he has at leaft convinced us 
thtf/alm. the Hebrew metre is not fo irie overabiy loft as wt then 
imagined. It is true, we aie far from thinking, that he has 
actually dilcovered It we ftiall give our reafons for it m 
the next note but th's we are bound to fay m juftice to 
his grea*^ leainmg, the indefatigable pains he has taken in that 
work, and the powerful arguments with which he has ex¬ 
ploded the greateft pirt of the Majpnetic trafh, which has 
been hitherto an unlurmountable impediment to fuch a dif- 
covery, as well as the many judicious criticifms which the 
reader will find in that edition, thit if his lordftiip has not 
quite paved the way to it, he has at le ift blown up thofe dif- 
couraging obftacles that obftruded it, fo that we may now 
hope, that, bv the help of this elaborate piece, thofe who have 
both time and genius for fuch an enterprise, will be en¬ 
couraged to follow fo noble an eximple from the prefeiit piu- 
fpeft 'if fuccefs. Having faid thus much m juftice to that 
learned author, we ihalT now, with tha^wneft freedom 
which the dignity of the fubjeOt deifiands of us, ofter 
our reafons why we think, that his lordfhip’s new-found 
metre tomes infinitely fliort of what it appears to us to 
have originally been ; and confequently that the greateft part 
of the alterations and corrections made for the fake of it, and 
which are to be found in every page, are fo many deviationtk 
from the original. And fmee we find, that many of our 

) Chap n. 13 It Bp Hare ub.fup ^al 
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readers expcft we fhould fay fomething of this performance, 
efpecially as it fp much clalhes with what we have faid in a 
former volume ^ we doubt not but if we clear the facred text 
from the pretended corruptions which our learned prelate 
thinks he has corrcdlcd in it, and the Hebrew por y from 
being fuch a low, crawling, and impel fed! thing as this edition 
makes it, they will be plcafed with it j and that the merit 
of the caufe will plead for the length of the following note, 
into which we fhall, for order and brevity's lake, iii^rt all 
that we have to fay upon that fubjeft (E). 


* Vol. iii. p. 199—200. 




(R) In fpeaking of the facred 
Hebtew poetry in a former vo¬ 
lume (t). wcventuied to affirm, 
that it was unreafonable to fup- 
jpoCt, that an art, which, with 
refpedV to its nobleft part, the 
ftrength of eXpreffion, loftinefs 
of thought, beauty of metaphors 
and imagery, was almoft at its 
In 'ght in Mo/es^s time, and had 
been fo excellently well cultivated 
during fo many centuries after, 
ihould yet be fo uncouth and im- 
perfeil w*ifh refpeilto the metre, 
as Le C/erc, and foine other 
Critics, have made jt; the latter 
being but a mere jingle, and 
within the compafs of a much 
more ordinary genius. And this 
argument we think will hold 
much llronger againll that even 
heavy and inelegant bitony, 
which our learned prelate has 
given us in lieu of it j and efpe* 
ci^ly, 

2dly, If we in another 
part of his lordlhip’s affirmation, 
namely, that it admitted of no 
diilin^on of long and (hort fyl- 
lablcs,but ufed them all indiffer¬ 
ently, as. tl c nature of the verfe, 
which is there affirmed to coniift 
of no other variety than trochaic 
^nd iambic^ required. For, this 
gupc allowed, we may fafely fay 

fi } 7V. iu. f. 


with the poet, that "Nil non erit 
•ver/uSf and that there is no pe¬ 
riod in the Old Te^ament^ from 
Genejis to Malachty that may not 
be thus verfified, not to fay, any 
other book, in any other lan¬ 
guage ; for proof of which, if 
the reader wilt but'be at the fmall 
pains we have been induced to 
take, he may with cafe reduce 
the whole common-prayer-book, 
either Englijhi LatiHf or Greek, 
into the fame kind of verfe, and 
without thofe frequent alterations 
which his lordfhip has been forced 
to make in the Hehrenju text. 

We may add, that quantity is 
in many cafes fo neceflary and ob- 
vioob to fix the lenfe of what is 
laid or fung, that it is abfolutely 
impoihble the facred poets fhould 
have been thus totally negligent 
of It. 

But,thirdly,That neither poets 
nor muficians from Mofes to Da^ 
vid fhould have ftumbled upon a 
variety of metres, anfwerable to 
the variety of fubje£ls treated of 
in the pfalms: but that the peni¬ 
tential ones, th§n which nothing 
can be more grave or folemn, as 
to the expreffion, fhould run on 
in the fame merry pace with the 
euchariftical, encoenical, epitha- 
lamical, and others of a more 

»93i ^ h* 
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Wn return to Exroy who, having been fucceeded hjNehe- 
mialy after he had governed the fcwijh church and nation 

thirteen 

chearful nature ; or that DamiJy quire farther into the grounds of 
bewailing and begging pardon for thib new metre: and here we 
lus fccrat Ans fliould expicfs own, that his lordibip could not 
himfeli in the fame leaping Ana- have fallen upon a better way to 
crMw/zi ftiaui, as when he fpeaks comeat his intended diicovery, 
of the mountains fkipping like than that of framing his rules fiom 
rim, and the httlc hills like the acroilic pialms, whofe verfes 
younglhecpfa) a edat quicmtque being conAned within their alpba- 
nftik betical limits, take away^i once 

Lillly, If the book of pfilms, all occaAon of expatiating. But 
a book lo highly elfeeined, and the misfortune was, that he made 
in fuch conlhnt nle, among all choice of fo fhort a one for his 
the jft-u/, t in be once fuppolcd ground and pattern, as, epn- 
to hi\e been \o muti'ated, as to lifting but of ten verfes, and by 
ftandinned, not only of all that its ftiufture appearing to have 
v.ift variety of eon eft lous which been dcligned, like fome others 
aie here intiodueed for fhe lake of the like nature, tobecommit- 
of thir inetr^, h it of a gieat ted to memory for frequent ule, 
min) nui vJneh tint Itarned could not affoid that variety of* 
puh>-'’o\Jislu (ould noticftoie; mcafurc, Or. which is to be 
It IS to h I lid, wluf-vtr Ins found in acroftics of a greater 
Ijrdfliip lii'ght think *0 the con- ]ength,fuch asxxv xxxiv.xxxvii. 
ti^r), ifs aithfiit/ will foon and tfpecially cxix. 
dvvipdlc nto n jtliiJiP, efpecially Thislaft,hislord(ldr/jftly ob- 
if tbit bo aiimitltd, whitli iiib ferves, comes indeed vailly fhort 
lo-d(hip afiii ni j n A v«. i al places of the poetic elegancy of the rtft/ 
of that wo'-k, that a great nutn- with n fpefl to the didion; but, 
btr of thole cot ruptioiiS ha VC been as to the metre, it affords fuch a 
intro luced into tlit text, not by beautiful variety of it, that it 
tiie 11 idvci Ctiicv ird ignorance of feems to contain an epitome o-f 
tranfenbtr , but by the fupeifti- the w'hole Hebrew metre j and 
Cior, or even malicious inti nt, of we doubt not but if his lordfliip 
the Jews thcmlelvcs. But fuch had bellowed the fame pains in 
a fevere cJnrge again ft a people, framing his rules from it, he 
who, for aught appears to the might not only have given us a 
Conti j V, have rather i un into more noble idea of the facred 
theothci extreme, ought to have poetiy, but likewife faved him- 
becn backed by fome ftionger felt the cndlefs trouble of diftort- 
ptoofs, than the bare llrufture I f iiig the text, to make it fquare 
tins new-found metre, which is with his own All which put 
at beft built upon a tottering together, gave us juft caufe to 
foundic.uii, and in many cafes think, that his fondnefs for this 
upon a \»tong one, as will, we new difcoveiy had made him 
hope, appeal Ly what follows. overlook feveral great beautiee 
'1 hefe were fome of the main and excellencies in. the Hebrew 
rcaions that inciuccd us to in* metre, which a clofer and Iffs, 
(a) C)n/>are, tntbh new tiuten, Pfalm xuc, 14, w;jri*cxir.3, ^ ftf, 

partial 
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thirteen years, aiSfted him in feme part of his office feme few FzraV 
years, after which we hear no more of him. Jafephus tells death and 
us that he died and was buried ut JtrufaUm , but the reft chataatr, 

of 

AnUq 1 . xi. 


g artlal examination might caiily 
ring to light. 

We had not gone far in this 
inquiry, before iorae of his me- 
ti ical emendations gave us a ma* 
jiifeft proof of it, and fet us upon 
a much better feent. 'We ob- 
ferved, that his lordlhip was 
often ffirced, for the fikc of the 
vetfe, to curtail a trif; liable into 
a bil> liable, or to ftretch the lat< 
ter into the former, but more 
particularly the names of God, 
Jahvahf and Elubm^ by 
exchanging them ad Ithitum^ and 
contrary to the te\c, accotding as 
the vci fe required one, two, or 
th.ee fyllables, even as far as 
eighteen times in one pfalm {3I. 

This, we obfervtd, was con- 
llantly done in verfes w hofe he* 
miltichs either in the fame 
number of fyllables, e tcept only 
in thefe names oi God, as in the 
following; 

( 4 ) lan bbnM 

121 mnu 

or in parallel verfes of diffiient 
plalms; in the one of which t he 
word Javoh, and the other lElo- 
him, and fometimes Ahnai, did 
occur (5 ), cif fet is pat tbus> 7 ’his 
made us apprehend at lirft, that 
if there was really any fuch metre 
in the pfalms, his loidilup was 
miftaken in reading the word 
nin’ Ja}>v(fh, which ought to 
^ve been a trifyllable, in order 
to anfwer to Elohtm and Ado^ 
ttaL 


But finding upon further exa¬ 
mination, that Eljhtm was in fe- 
veral placoa fet toanfficr to other 
words, which were certainly bi- 
lyllabal, as m the following (6], 

Joduca } 'tmmim Ehhtta, 

*Jcduca batnmim Ctdlam 

what could be a ftronger proof 
than this, that Ekhim, cotiLihng 
of two ftiorts and a long, was 
equivalent to the two long one <• 
in CuUam \ and cofli..qucntiy chat 
the Hebit-jj metre admitted not 
only of long and Ihort fyllables, 
two of the Lift of which wert- 
cqual to one of the former; but 
alfo, that It confiftecl of trilyl- 
lables, bifyllables, and monoly 1- 
lables, or what the profodnlb 
call cejut es ; furh as we find m 
the Lati/2 pentameters, and m the 
IJebi raw iambics * We have not 
loom in a note to multiply ex- 
am]'fes‘ the 1 eider may, by 
compaung the following one--, 
which arc exaftly according to 
the text, with thofe of our learn* 
cd author, as he has been forced 
to diilcrt them ftom it, to reduce 
them to his metre, eafily guefs 
what a vaft nmnbei of neediefs 
emendation', tins one Angle c.rror 
of the III bt czv fiottiy confiding 
only of bifyllables, without di- 
ftindion of qmntity (7), has 
given biith to, which might 
otheiwife have been happily 
avoided. 


In Pfalm Ixviii. (4) Pfalm M, ix. 
113.3. Iviuio, ^cviii. 3, id ahb pluutst 
ptakgm, pt 4, ^ iy. , 


(%} Corf, PJa.’m xin 2* ^ 

(6 JP/,livni (7) 

Ezkdr 
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of the yews affirm, that he returned into Perjia^ and died 
there in the hundredth and twentieth year of his age. They 

bear 


Ezkdr MAhle-Ic-le iah 
Ezkereh mikedem philekd 
rauka Majim Elohim 
rauka Majim jakilii (8) 
Hiifhah lehcz-raci 
Adonai tclhu-hati {9) 
B'elohim ahal-iel da bar 
B'jahvoh ahahlel da bar (i) 

Thofe that are converfant with 
the Hebrew tongue, and facred 
poets, will eafily fee the advan¬ 
tage of admitting this variety of 
feet, not only with regard to its 
fuperior elegance to a dull con- 
Ihint bitony, but alfo towards the 
further difeovery of the Hebrew 
metre in verfes of unequal he- 
miftichs; fame of which run to 
fuch lengths above others, even 
in thofe acroffics above-mention¬ 
ed, that they contain even double, 
and fometimes even treble the 
number of fyllables. 

This indeed our author looks 
upon as fuch a difgrace to the 
Hebrew poetry, that, right or 
wrong, he endeavours to avoid it 
every-where, as much as poflible; 
fometimes by the addition of one 
or more words, at other times by 
firiking them o ut (2), by elifions, 
paragogics, and fometimes by 
fplittmg a long word between 
two hemiffichs, or fometimes by 
fplitting an hemiftich into two, 
contrary to the conilant llruft'ire 
of the plalm (3}: and yet if we 
were to frame a judgment from 
the three laft''quoted pfaltfis, 
xxxvii.cxix. andcxxxv. one would 
be apt to think, that the facred 


Nodah Bihudah Elohim 
Bilhrael gadol Shemo 
aihirah lilivdh bekhajai 
azamrah leluhah behodi 
Elohim berob Khafdeca 
honneni beemeth jiiheca 


poets thought thefe tranfitions 
from a long to a very (hort he- 
miflich, an ornament; and fuch 
it is thought by all, in odes, epi¬ 
taphs, and fuch-like, which ieem 
therefore to us to come neareft to 
the Hebrew genius and metre, 
not only of the pfalms, but of the 
other poetic pieces of the Old 
Tefiamcnt (4). 

Now this kind being fo oppo- 
litc to the trochaic and iafnbic, 
which his lordlhip had pitched 
upon for his fiandard^^ we need 
not wonder, that he has fucceed- 
cd no better in his endeavours to 
bring it to it, fince that could 
not be done but by conftant 
llretching, diflocating, amputa¬ 
tion, and other fuch-like violent 
methods, which his lordflup, 
among many other learned men, 
have juftly objected againft Le 
ClerCf and others, who have at¬ 
tempted this difeovery. 

It is not th&dclign of this note 
to recover the ancient Hebrew 
poetry, a talk for which we have 
neither time nor abilities; but to 
refeue it from that contempt into 
which both it and the Hebrew 
text mud: unavoidably fall, if it 
Ihould once be fuppofed, that the 


Ixxvii. iz, ^ 17. xxxviv» uk, (i) Ivi, it. 

xxxvii. zo, 25, txix.paff, (^) /’jl cixxvi, 9. (4) W. 

el. Zxod, XV. Lament, e, ia. , 

. foxAi^ 
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bear fo great a veneration for him, that they look upon him 
as a fecond Mofs^ a reltoier of the facrcd books and Maf- 
fiab, and,* in a word, one every way worthy to have been 

their 


former confifted only in a dull, 
fleepy, and nneertam bipedality, 
and that the latter has been fo 
corrupted and mutilated, partly 
hyyewiflj lujiei dition and malice, 
and partly by the ignorance and 
inadvertency of tranicnbei s. And 
therefore, though what has been 
faid feem to us fufficient to vindi¬ 
cate it in both c ifcs, yet, as the 
lail IS a matter of fuch great rao 
ment, we lli .11 uke thelibeity 
to animadvert upon fome few 
more of his lordlhip’s metrical 
emendation-i, that the reader may 
fee how little I eaion he h.id to fay. 
Ex met) 0 hquido appa) et', ft vjl» a 
ergo fmt onnes hic intf) puts 5 ). 
We ftall begin with the filtitth 
plalin, out of the firfl ver/t of 
which he has flruck the two 
names of Goo, El and ELhm, 
into the t.dc, upon no other au- 
thoiity than tlK iall-mentioned. 
Could his lordQiip indeed liave 
backed It witii onefinglt mtlance 
of a pfalin, intitled, MiAtnat cl 
Ehhim, or Huwn that theic was 
any abfuidity or intltgaiuv m 
the cxpieHiun, ElyElohn/Jah 
•i^ohy or 'Jcho‘vu/1, the Goo of 
gods,ortlie Mighty God ; fuch 
a change might have pad for an 
amendiiunt; but to rcjc£f io 
noble an cxprefllon fur tne lake 
of a metre, wbiJi is at beft as yet 
but m cmbiyo, is a uit.cifm 
which few of Lis readeis will di- 
geft. 

But \werc it really for the fake 
of metre that his lordlh.p rcjeils 
this triplicate name of Goo, how 
cahly might it have been reme- 

(5) Notem 

% 


died by lengthening tl e verle, 
without any violence to the text! 
as, 

ElElohtm Jabvoh dtbher •vajtt.ra 
Etets mtmtjt ah JhemeJo bad mtboa 

or by any other way, rathci 
than flipping the oiigcul of 
fu lofty an exprillion. Bat if 
tlie re Uei is by thi'' tune 
reconciled to thit variety of 
mclic wc have endeavoured to 
edablilli alove, the whuk vtrle 
may be dill m^^dc to run mote 
elegantly, .trd confcrmibly to 
the left of the plalms, thus: 

FI tlo him Jah voh dib ber 
Vajitra eitty 11 immi/. lah 
Micinefh \ e had niwhoo 

But Ills lordftiip feems to be 
fond of ipying out diflicuities in 
the original, thst he might have 
an eppurtunUy of ixciiihng his 
ciiiiral tfdent. Wc ftirtll give 
thice piegiunt inUances of it; 
the ftrd is in the cichih and ninth 
veifes of the forti th pliln# this 
place, obfcuic and inciicate as his 
loidftiip ctlls It, afcct finte <id> 
ditional woids, md luw difpo/i- 
tion of the original oijc>, he haves 
much more dirk aid unintel* 
ligibh*, and lef-clcgn l aidgi im- 
macical, than he touiulit, a', the 
reider may ftc b> compaiing it 
• with the text • 

Now all this trouble m ght 
have been faved, and the ttxc 
not only cleared, but exadtiy ad- 
jufted to the place whcie the 

I. P/olmU 

epifUe 
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their lawgiver, had not that honour beifiti beftowed on Mofes'^, 
They join the books of E%ra and Nehcmiah into one, and 

• make 


" Vid.Sed. Hoi. Cabbal. Abr. Lfi^'iT.Seph. Juchaf. Shalfhel’etb, 
ic al. plur. 


cpiftle to the HehrenKs quotes 
it (6), by the fingle addition of 
the letter ^ caph before the word 
himgillathy .and w'hich 
may eafily be fuppofed to have 
been omitted by reafon of its fi- 
militude to the 3 beth, or even 
by the bare changing the one for 
the other, and reducing cemgil- 
lath inftcad of bemgillath ; and 
then the verfes will run thus, 
and in the biiliop's own metre. 

As a-marti hinneh bati 
then fiid I, lo I I come 
(kebim-gillath fepher catub 
(as in the volume of the book 
it is written 

halai) lahfoth rezo-neka 
of me) to do thy will 
Klo-haikha-phafli 
O my Gon, I am well pleafed 
with it 

Vetho-rathca betoc mehai 
And thy law is within my heart. 

The altering the points in the 
verb ihaphaztif and making it 
the 4^bAantive khephzatit will 
render it Aill more elegant; and 
the fenfe will be, O my Goo, 
and my delight j or, O Goo, 
thou ar!: my delight, and thy 
law is within my heart. 

The next is in thefixty-eighth 
pfalm, verfe 14. where the au¬ 
thor not being able to light upon 
a better fenfe tha>r that which 
the Vulgateaad, our verfion gives 
it. Though ye bn^je lain among 
the potSf yet Jhall ye he as the 
nuings of a donje^ hc. has been 
forced to inlert the words tebiu 

(6) Vik 


and re, and to double that of Jo- 
nab with the addition of 13 in the 
hrA. Now all this might have 
been faved, and the fenfe made 
not only much plainer, but more 
elegant, by reading inAead 
of ''D3 J, which is but a fmall al¬ 
teration in comparifon of his; 
and then the fenfe will be plain¬ 
ly this ; Though ye have lain a- 
mong the pots, or rather, accord¬ 
ing to the parallel in Genefis xlix. 
15. Though ye Jink hetnueen inua 
burdens, yet Jhall the do-ve (em¬ 
blem of innocence) ejeape v/ith 
her nxiings covered viith Jtlver, 
and her feathers viith the pureji 
gold. 

The laA is in pCtlm cxxxviii. 
ver. 2. the latter part of which 
running thus in the text, 

Ki higdalta hal col Ihemca 
imrathcca ; 

which not being altogether fa 
intelligible, bis lordfliip rcflifies 
by adding the word Jhem before 
and caAing out the laft 
word, as abfurdly added, and 
without Icnfe ; and for a proof 
of it fends us to the parallel of 
St. Vaul. 

1 hope his lordAiip did not 
think imratheca, thy word, to 
have been here maliciouAy add¬ 
ed by the Jevos, Ance, if we 
undcrAand the apoHle right, he 
fpeaks there of ChriA the word, 
the logos made AeAi.and crucified, 
and for which God has given 
him a name above every name, 
ii. 6. 


If 
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Make him 4 udiwi^ it: and he tpaa certainly To nf the 
"firft, jince be mentiotfs nothing in it but what was done tn 
bis tiine, and under hts eye; and ahnoft every> where fpeate 

of 


Iftberefbitv hrileadof ftrikingit 
oat, bis lordihip had only ex¬ 
punged the pronoun ^ after Shm 
withoat any &rtber alteration, 
the ftmiewoojd have nnteh better 
taiHed with dt. *Pa»t 9 quotation 

rtitrj ntHM, Hl» 
lotdiPlip could not be iejnoraat 
wh^ U univerlwy aOdetwxKiby 
t^^4hirew Imrahf the 
Matar^t'' the Greek Logeft ijid the 
wheit applied to 

that divine 

^ tt is tree, 'if We admit the ori¬ 
ginal word tmr^tieceif the verfe 
udl be one fyltable too long for 
the foregoing; a mufortune v^icb 
often happens in the text, bat 
which his iordihip is never at a 
loft to obviate, either by an eh* 
fion or a paragogic, tho* for our 
part we* ould^racher chafe to re¬ 
medy it by the rule heretofore 
given of making two Ihort fyl- 
lables equal to a long one. 

Mach of the fame nature is 
the correflion of P/abn Ixxiv. 
<0. 3.' where bis lotdihip ftrikes 
oat Of the verfe the words 
^uoth futxakhp perpetual defb^ 
tions, at abford, and contrary to 
the context (iu which the pfalm- 
ift begs of MOP to pqtan end to 
them), ami fills ap the chafin with 
the word which he fetches 
014c of the eleventh Verft, where 
he pretends It to be redundant. 

His loidfhip* we believe, was 
the firflthai thought u nofiftafe 
ftir A matf'50 pray to Gop to put 
wt Abd ihJ^l^ctuhU that is, 
copftapt, tm ftiuierto unhiter- 
riqpiMdmis$>rtimesj hefides, the 
word nJfl sv/eetA, it is wtl 
dottP not Always jm 


ply the duration, hat often 
ftrength, greatneft, violence, m- 
furmomtablenefs of a thing; 
and thereftire Pot only very ap¬ 
plicable to the then dreadful de- 
fblations pf the ian^uary, but 
aUb very fit to be humbly repie- 
fented to that God uhofe hand 
alone could remedy them 
But there is ilill another and 
much more natural way of clear¬ 
ing the original, than that of 
his lordflup's, by fuppoiing the 
verb to have been oiiginaily nj?5 
nefzah, fiy, which the tran- 
ftxibcrs not undcrftandtng,chang- 
ed It for the other, which was 
more known to them The ex- 
preffion of hft up thy feet, which 
alludes to a bird juft going to take 
flight, confirm;! this fenfe, wb'ch 
will run thus. Lift up thy ftec, 
and fly to thoft dreadful cievafla- 
tions, which thy enemies perpe¬ 
tually commit in thy holy place. 

But this not being perceived by 
the tranfenbers, in Order to 
make their netzakb^m fmooth 
with the reft, they changed the 
order of the words, which pro¬ 
bably ran thus t 

Hafimah pahaiUeka 

Netzah lecol Malihuoth 

Herah ojeb bakkodefti. 

As for the word n‘9'r» wh-ch, 
his lordfhip fetches fiom the 
tdevench verfe, ave think ic folly 
as well where it is, and where it 
is properly the parddple fabtU6t 
the verb to fhut yr indofe, 
the eli^ 1 ^ reafbn of the,ie- 
rabine, the hand, there faidto 
befliucapio thcEioibm. Seen 
paxallel in )Pfelm Ixxxvii. v. 9 . 

P Brin 
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of himfelf in the firft psrfon ; but if’W wrote the fecond, 
fdmc additions muft have been made to it fince his death f 
tho* the difference of ftile feems to prove it of another hand, as 
well as that of the two books of Chronicles ^ which it is not, 
howeverj' improbable he might have had the revifal of: as for 

.the 

Ptorcs chefe few examples the verfes of the fame pfhtm furhidi- 
reader may fee the ill conrcqncnce ed us whh a much more plaque 
of too great an attachment to a falvo than his lord(hip% ithpro' 
favourite {yftem ; but the mif- bdbletranfpohtion.U being ipuch 
chief has not llopt here; and the lOorh likely, that a traiifccmr 
notion, that the text was To cor- ibbold millake or overlook c^e 
rupt, that nothing but thefe vio- letter for another, than that tie 
lent means could pofhbly recover fhould thus traofpOfe twO diilhnt 
it,has fpread itfelf to other places, words againft all fehfe j'^and thus 
where the metre did not' want wc wrote C3W' to tufo, 

thofe emendations. Thus bis inftead of Qip''to raife. 
lordihip tells us, in^ his notes on fi^eharah 

Pfalm cvu. <v. 35 and 39, that eth the teropeft into a calm, will 
the words jabmed and jakem had then ahfwer to 'Jdjhim naharoth 
manifelUy changed places. We tmidhapy verfc 33,. he turneth 
had indeed Jong before fufpefted the rivers into a dry wildernel!> 5 
fame error in the laft verb } but and Jafljtm midbar Fagam ma^ 
never dreamt of this wayofrec- yVw, verfe 33, a dry wilderncfs 
tifying it., into a Handing water. • 

But we had not often read over We pafs by feveral 9‘'icr ways 
the exprefiton jabmed ruakh fe- of reftifying that feeming impro- 
garah lidmamah, before we ob- priety of the verfe, which would 
ferved a manifeH abfurdity in it, be more eafy and natural than 
fince that verb in this conjugation his; becaufe, after all, we very 
doth not fi^nify to make to fiand much queition, whether .any 
fiillt but to caufe to Hand, in or- other change need to be 
der to afl; and could not con- than the baretranfpofrtion of the 
fequcntly belong to the latter, but particle ’? from demamah to febtit 
to the former of the verfes,where rah, and fo natJT myob CTJp' 
it was raffed to caufi: the Hbrm will prc^rly fignify. He makes 
; there fpoken of; and we accord- the calm to facceed the llormi an 
ingly replaced it where it ought exprei^on no-ways irregular or 
to be./” inelegant. 

The difficulty then was how to We fliall end this note with 
rectify the word jakem, which, one animadverfion more on that 
as it is there iwitten, mufi be learned prelate's edition, by 
owned to be nonlenfe, unlefs we which the r^er will plainly fee 
take it >a the fame figurative . that his Ibidihip was nol ’h).ways 
meaning which it is known "to fo happy as to tk^^fiPfenfe 

have in i Sam. iv. 15. and i Kings of the pfaimiH. db^Vedin 
xiv. 4. and ellewhere. But here a^rmer volhme (7}, jthat.^upe 
the thirty-third and thirty-fifth ofthefigubsia 

i7) Foh iiii p, i9f., m/sk 

itt. 
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the other two boofes falfly attributed to him, and known 
* by the names of the fii A and fecond books of Efdras» .they 

arc 


arc fo hi^h and comtjound, that 
they were not eafily pcrcei\xd by 
every reader. 

i ,Our, learned biftiep’^ hngular 
. opinion of ^ the rudeneis of the 
Htbrfw poetry hath made him 
hdt only overlook many of them, 
bat even quarrel with i^me. 
Which ought muth rAdier to have 
thilTenged his admiration. One 
of tiiem, for inftance, is lA-Pfalm 
IxxH. •». ,i6. This noblit.pfalm 
• tb intituled, to bqt what 

ls’Containe 4 !^'ihit, ;is tightly un- 
derftood to teganldie reign of 
the MeiTiah: but be that reign 
whofe it will, here is .forctcdd, 
among other grpat blelTings at> 
tending it, fuch an uncommon 
plenty, that Pijfath bar^ a little 
hr.nuful of com, fownonthe tops 
of the. mountains (naturally the 
moft bf rren), ftiould outvie the 
fertile Libanus for increalc. One 
.would wonder now a perfon of 
; his lOrdihip’s judgment could be 
dlflTatisficd with fo elegant a 
be tells us in ids 
note> thatunlefs the \sox^ pij/atb 
be adlowed here to have a con¬ 
trary ienfe, that is, to fignify a 
great abundance, he (hall fufped 
it tohaveprept.in inftead of fome 
word of the like import j which 
would be, in fad, lofing all the 
beauty of the expreffion i as much 
as if his loidihip had faid, that 
the fertile valleys ought to be in- 
ferted,in{^ad of the barren moun- 
tain^top:'for where would be 
the Wonder,; ^t a great heap.of 
cpcn^.vqi;4^f^le ground, fbould 
briijg fonb ft.^leiuiful crop i 


Of the fame naiure is that no¬ 
ble expreffion of the pfalinift (8), 
where he compares himfelf to 
hdmmH^ kb&ybi^ to a CQi'pfe fe- 
cluded even from among the dead, 
alluding to the W'ay of 

burying; for as the graves of the 
dead polluted the Jiving, who 
'came near them, fo thofe w'ho 
died a violent death, or miJei' 
the anathema, were to -have a 
grftve feparate from the reft, lei 
they ihould pollute erirn tijeir 
fellow-dead; and that this is tiie 
allufion here intended, is plain 
by the verfes iuimcJiately follow¬ 
ing, and implied in the word 
khulalim^ which (hould properly 
be' rendered, not wounded, but 
profane, abominable, and uhidj, 
mijatl. ca ptg%ari;, are Cut olf from ■ 
thy hand, plainly ft'ews (g) i but 
hi.s lordlhip, having ovrj looked 
this beautiful figitrc, lias ftruc.k 
oft the word banwaiim, as fpoil- 
ing the fenfe as w'c'i a;; the veril*; 
how rightly, let the rCvtdcr judge. 
Thus much we ihouglu in¬ 
cumbent upon U3 to fay of that 
elabaratp work, which, if it iias 
not anfwercd the end whidi iis 
learned author propofed, may 
yet be read, with great pleafurc 
and profit, not only on account 
of leveral judicious criticnlns 
and obfervations wJuch the reader 
will find in it i but as it will ad- . 
miniftCt* no finall helps towards 
the recovering of the andeiu fk- 
metre* 'As to the reft, we 
darebeiicyeiic would be no fmall 
pleafurc to that learned and pious 
prelate (were, he living), to find 


($) FJii/l» ( 9 ) Ceixtrtiing thsft bxrlm, fit before, vjt. UL 
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are jullly reje^ed ; however, we fliall fubjoin a fhort ac-^ 
count of each in the note (F), 

Nehe- Nehemiah^ cup-bearer to the king of Perfta, a (G) 
niiah fent of great learning and piety, had heard by fome of his natron 
into Ju- lately come from Jerufalemi of the ruinous condition which 
da:a. 

the difeovery of his mUlakes torn not worth repeating. We likc- 
fo much to the credit and vindi- wife omit fome other fabulous ac- 
cation of the facied text, and of countswhich the eMem churches, 
it» infpired penmen. and from them iht Mohammedans, 

(F) The firft book of E/dras have given of Exra'^ recovering 
is no other than the firft book Of and compiling the facred books, 
Exra, with a variety of &baloas which the reader may fee in 
circumftances, particularly that D* Herbelot (3), and which firem 
of the tliree young men of Da- to be taken chiefly from the 
«a/’s guard; who, for their ex* fourth bpok of E/dras above-, 
quifite wifdom in anfwering his mentioned {4). 
queitions, are there pretended to (G i The text calls him barely 
have obtained, among other the fon of Hachallah {^), with- 
marks of his favour, the liberty out informing us of what tribe he 
of returning to JhrufaUm, and was. “Some therefore, from a 
of rebuilding the temple {I). The paiTage in the Maccabees (6), 
Greek church is the only one that where he is faid to have offered 
holds it among the canonical facrifices, and from his being 
books. ' reckoned at the head of the 

The fecond book is acknow- pnefts that iigned^^the new cove- 
leged by neither Jews nor Chti- nant with Goo (7), have aflirm- 
Jhans, being a work which car- ed him to have been of the fa- 
rics the manifeft marks of im mily of Jai on. 
pofture. It is falfly pretended But as there is nothing con- 
to have been written by E«)a cluflve inalltbis,anditfeems ex- 
himfelf, though filled partly with prefly contradifled by his faying 
rabbinic fables, fuch as the ac- in another place, that he was not 
count of the fix days creation, a fit perfon to flielter himfelf iu 
jxirticnlarly of Behemoth and Le- the temple (8); the far greater 
•vtatban, two monftrous crea- part fuppofe him to have been of 
tures, defigned for a feaft to the the royal family of Judah (9) : 
deft, afee’ the refurreftion (2}, and this is fo much the more pro- 
and parti/ with fome gofpel no- bable, becaufe we find none but 
tions, corrupted and fitted to the fuch promoted to thofe high fta- 
author’s tafte. Of this nature are tions about the king^s perfon t 
the ncaniefs of the day of judg- but never read of a prieft that 
ment, the H}>pcaraRce of the Son • was fb, till a long time after, 
of Cod to lum, and many more and upon a quite different ac¬ 
count, as the iequel will fhew. 

(i) Clf. iii. £?/<;» (2.) Cb. vi. 49, & feq. ^3) Siblietb. erient.M 

n-xiOnatr, Ben aerenob. Vt J, Koran, caf, fiacra, f 4 ) tnpartieutar 
(U. Xlv. 23 , {57 Neiem. i. i. ((,) iiA. iJ. e. (, t 8 . »». 

( 7 ) I4ibe.i. X. j. (8) Jbid. e, vi, ii» (oJ R.46rab. m Cokbof, 

Mu/b. 1/d, Gentir, U al. 
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that city ftill flood in, notwithftanding the favours which Year of 
that monarch bad heaped on the returned Jrwt. Being there-the flood 
fore aided by the queen, who is expreily raid to have been at ^ 90 %. 
the table, when he made his petition to the king p, he obtain-®®f- ^'br. 
ed a commiifion from him to fucceed Ezra in the government 44$- 
of yudaa^ with full power to rebuild and ^dorn both city 
and temple, and with frefli orders to SanbaVat^ and others of 
his oHicers on this fide Euphrates^ to furnifh him with all 
neceflary materials out of the royal treafury. Nehmiahy 
having gathered a freflj fupply of men and women to return 
with him into fudaa^ departed under an cfcort, whi?fa the 
king had granted j and arrived at ferujaUnty where he kept 
himfeh m priva(e three days, at the end of which he went 
in the night, accompanied with a few of his men, to take a full 
. view of the city and walls, which he found to anfwer exaftly 
the fad report that had been made of it to him at Bhujhan^ 

On the moriow he fent for the heads of the people, and in 
the great aflembly opened his commilHon, which he told them 
he would immediately put in force, and fet about the Rnifh-Tbe Kva/I 
ing ol the wall: he divided the work between a number cS^mjhtd. 
great families, each of which undertook a part of a flated 
extent, and were to build it at their own charges; and tha 
new governor plied them fo clofe, that in fifty-two days they 
had all completed their talk, notwithftanding the many dif- 
cotfragements which they met with both from within, and 
from without 

For while the work was going on, they were forced to 
bear with many bitter farcafms from Sanballaty an Hora^ 
pite (H), governor of Saiftaria, and fome others of his officers s 
but ^is was nothing to iome of their underhand plots to ob* 
flru6% it i for they went fo far, as to hii e fome treacherous 
Jnus to difliearten both the governor and people, with the 
fpecious pretence, that they were fent from God to put a flop 
to the enterprise. Ndumiah foon found out the cheat; but, 
forefedng that.his enemies would not fail to ufe force, if 
their fubdojous practices failed, Ordered the people to arm 
themfelves, even while they were at work, placing ftrong 
guards to defend them, and trumpeters at convenient diflances 

p Neh£i<i. ii. 6 . ^ Ibid. iti. £;feq. 

< f • • 

(H) Probably fo called, be- ill-affixed to the but now 
qittib he was a native of Horo’ doubly fo, fince they were likely 
surfer, a dty of Moab. Their tobedifpoiTefledbytheinofmany 
othwr tvyo pnnctpal enemies were a good eflate, iVhich they had 
ihp Joupomte, axidGeJbgm feized on,doxing their captivity, 
the Arabian i all conflquently 

? 3 . from 
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from each other, that at what quarter fccver they (hould 
chance to be attacked, the reh upon hearing the alarm, 
might tome immediately to ihoir afliftancc. But the greateft 
ohftacle of all was, that the poorei loit, who were to beat 
the greater ftiare ot the labour, hid been fo impoveriflied by 
continual extortions from the rich, for fome years before his 
ai rival, that they bul already been forced to mortgage 
their lands, fell their fons and daughters, and fuhmit to fq 
many other hardfhips, that they were quite difabled from 
purfuing it. Nehemiuh^ who eatpciSled nothing lefs than to 
hear ot fuch horrid cruelties being committed by the 
rulers, upbraided them m the fevereft t^rms , and partly by 
perfuafioiis, and partly by his own authority^ obliged them to 
jcftoic all their ill-gotten wealth to the poor owners; and at 
the fame time* took tare, that they fhould be fupplied With ail 
neceflary fuftenance while they,-continued in the work'5 
and by thefc means defeated the meafures of the Samaritan^, 
Is cQtft- fgpu jjg finiflied, he caufed the dedication of 

tr^’hd. ij. celebrated, with the ufual folehanities, by thepriefts 
and ievites s (I) j and left the government of the city to his 
two brothers Honani and Hananiah^y whilft himfelf re¬ 
turned, as IS reafonably fuppofed, into PerJia{K)y to obtain 

< anew 

NiiHiM. V. pair. 

(11 Thi' noble ceremony, 
v/hirh IS dtfcnbtd in the chap¬ 
ter alxive quoted, conftfted in the 
pudliLdtion of the priells and 
people, that they might partake 
of the facrifices that were to be 
offered on that folemnity. After 
this they aifembled themfelv^s at 
one of the gates, whence, divi¬ 
ding themfeTves into two bands, 
the one of them took to the riglit. 
and the other to the left, and 
inar(;hc*i m a folemn procefflon 
round the wall, till they met 
each other at the temple; they 
were followed by the priefts 
blowing their trumpets, with 
other fingers and mujicians. 

As foon as they were come to 
the t**mplc, the two choiri placed 
tliemfelves oppofite to each other j 

fs) Cmeff* Bit d. fui an. A* Or, 441;, / 


Ch. xil. 


^ Ch. vii. 



and while they were^ging 
pialms proper to the ( 
the priefts offered a gr< 
btr of facriffees, efpecia 
oxen; after which they.'^ 
the remainder of the day in^ 
vity. 

(K) This is indeed the moil 
probable opinion, as the learn¬ 
ed Pndeaux obferves (t) j for a? 
his commiiSon was only to repair 
the walj of the city, the only 
thing he had begged qf the king, 
it is likely he went tq have it 
inlarged, before he undertook 
my thing qew: befides, it is 
not very likely, that he would 
have committed the government 
of the city to any one, whiifll 
himfelf was there jnefent. 
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a new commiflion, the old one extending no farther thin th«. 
rebuilding the city-wall, which was now atSfuajly done. 

HiiUhtiTO Jirufalin ^ large and fpacious as it was, re¬ 
mained but thinly peopled, the far greater part having 
fettled themfeives in the countries round about * and when¬ 
ever any bufinefs called them into the city, they leldom faded 
returning at night to their habitations. This Nebemtah had 
indeed forbidden, while the wall was a building } but after it 
was finiihed, they returned to their countiy-feats. ThUr^ 
therefore obliged hin> to provide for its fafety, by caiifing zpeopM, 
gieatcr number of people to coine and fettle in it. lleper- 
fuaded, at hrft, the nobler and richer to build them houfes 
there i which they the more gladly complied with, beciufe 
the country was very much inicthed with thieves and banditti, 
who made frequent' excurfions againft them. After this they 
took in all that willingly offered tiu mftlves to come and fettle 
there j but thefe not proving fiiffjcieut, he was obliged to 
tike every tenth fainiljt by lot; fo tliat*by this time the city 
being well built, peopM, guarded, and fortiffed, it began 
to refume fomething of its former luftre" ; and Ilerodatuiy 
who faw It foon after this time, compares xt to Sardis, the 
metropolis o{ Afia Minot (L). 

Whilst Nthenuah was thus employed in peopling and 
fortifying the eity, adorning the temple, and reiffifying of 
the'genealogies, Ijoth of priefts and people (M), Ezra, who 
had by tlx^^ime ffniffied his colle£fion of the facrccl books, 
xreparing himfclf, and fome other learned priefts, to 
[a folcmn lediure of them to the whole nation on the 



“ Neiifm xi 


t^s great intereft .at the Pet - 
Jian court might then give fuch 
a difpatch to his bufineA, and 
his return to Jtrvfahm might be 
fo luddcn, that he did not 
think it material to mention it 
in his hiftory. 

(L) Herodotus c&lh itOidytni 
but whoever reads what the learn¬ 
ed Prideaux liasTaid on that fjbr 
jeck (2), will cafily think with 
him, that It could be no otlxer 
than yetpfaltm. 

(M) This had been done once 
before, foon after the return, as 
wffi lately hii^d; but not fo 

one. 


» Lib. lii. 

clearly, but that there were ftill 
many families of priefts, levites, 
and of the people, who could not 
in.ike put their claim to their 
tribes. It is therefore likely, 
that fome of them were ffnee 
enabled to do it, and were then 
inferted }n this new rcgiiter, to¬ 
gether with tho'e who came np 
with Nifhcmah. Several of the 
old families, that came up upon 

* the firft edift* might be by this 
time extinft j all which is proba¬ 
bly the caufe of the difference 
we find in the genealogies of cH,* 
books of Ezra and Hfbemab. 

6io. & 445* 
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next approaching feftival, which was that of tlije trumpets, 
uih&ring in the new year. To this end a capacious fcafFold 
or desk was raifed in one of tiic largeil: fifeets of the city, 
that the people, who came from all parts of the land to the 
The m’ght conveniently hear it, E%ra was feated in the 

wuh the facred volume before him ; and on each fide 
pnefts, well verfed in the Hebrew and Chaldeey 
"‘‘‘who intapretcd in the latter what he read in the former j 
' rtjul thi', vi'as done, as we obfeived before, verfe by verfe, 

^ arcl wa^ oontinued from morning till mid-day. Nehemiab 

lemiitding them of the joylul feftival they were cele- 
biating, difmifl'ed^them for that day, charging them to fpend 
the lemaindcr of it in fcafting and joy, and to make their 
pooj brethren partake of then pleafurc. This caution Was 
ib mueh the moie ncccflary, becaufe he obferved, that the 
people fheJ abundance of tears at the bearing of the law ; 
wliich he inttrpreted to proceed from fuch a remorfe of their 
part deviations from* it, as was likely to damp the joy of 
that f demnity As the people fheKted a more than com¬ 
mon dtfirc to have this leisure and expofition continued to 
them, Ezta complied with their icqueft, until he and his 
®*afliilants had gone through the whole pintatcuch. The grand 
feftival ot tabernaclis being likcwifc near at hand, it oppor¬ 
tunely liappcned, that that pait of Leviticus m which it is 
injoined, was read fome days before*} by w’hich the^ were 
made fsnfible, how fliort they had been till then of*its due 
obfcivation, fo that the next they kept, wa? obferved with 
Year of gi eater ftiiAncls and folcmnity thanit had been lince the lime 
the flood of 

1906. But this was not all the advantage which Nehemiah 
Bvi Chr leaped from this le£l:uie of the law . there appeared fuch a 
4^4* lively conctrn in them, whenever any point was read, of which 

they knew thcmfelves tranfgrcflbrs, that he made ufe of that 

* Nehem. viij. pafT. r Ibid.verf, x. 

(N) It is fuppofed to have memory of it having been ftiH 
been at this folemnity, that the preferved to thit dme, JTehemah 
notable difeovery happened of caofed it to be. fetched out for 
the facred fire, related in the ^he divine fenrice. 

Lookof Theyew/ In memory of this wonderful 

affirm, that Jtnmiab^ or fome difeovery, the yews iniHtutea a 
other prophet, had caofed it to feaft, which they called the fcaft 
' be hid in a dry well a little befoie of the new fire. 

the taking of (4}** the ' , , 

Cj) % staa, L it, & ,{4; w*/, tg, ^ fgp^ ij[ 

happy 


J 
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happy difpofition to extort from them a general confeflion of 
all their fins, and a folemn promife and vow to redtify all that 
was amifs for the future i and tjjis was accordingly complied 
with by all the people, efpeciajly with refpe£l: to the lour 
following heads; namely, i. Not to make y intermar¬ 
riages with the Gentilesf and to difannul the old on s • 2. The 
oblervation of fabbaths, fiibbatic years, and thofe divine com¬ 
mands which related to them *; 3. The pundual payment 
of their yearly tribute to the temple, both for the repaiis 
and the maintenance of the divine fervices m it: and, 4. The 
cxa<a payment of their tythes, fiift-fruits, vows, ^c. to the 
priefts and levitcs *. The folemnity concluded with a gene¬ 
rous colledion, which he caufed to be made among them tor 
the fervK^ of the temple ; in which, to Ihew a noble ex¬ 
ample to the reft, he gave himfelf a thoufand drachms of 
gold, fifty difiies, and five hundred and thirtv-two pnefllv 
veftments (O). ' ^ 

Having thus, with great credit and honour, completed 
the tenor of his comm^lfibn, he returned into P/r; ac¬ 
cording to his promife to the king b, after having enjoyed 
the government of Judaa twelve years 

During his abfence, which lafted but five years, it is al- 
moft incredible, what abufes were crept into the Jewijh 
church and commonwealth. Ehajhtby whether the then 
high-^rieft, or fome nther of the fame name, who was over¬ 
leer or the temple-chambers =, had married his grandfon to 
the daughter Sanballat^ the pi;ofe{rcd enemy of the Jews j 
and had had lo much bafe complaifance tor him, as to allow temple 
ills friend I’ebtah the Ammonite, another fworn enemy, a Xxxvcp^ofaned. 
apartment in that facred place, from which even the Ijraehtes 
1^0 were not of the tribe of Levi, were excluded (P). * 

' Another 

* Dehisyid vol.iii. p. 14, &feq. * Nehem. c ix & x. 

\ j*- ® Behocvid.conunentat. &pRio,ujbi 

fupra,i^^|PRk. 428. ^ 

(O) Jofe^us (5) adds, that he fpirited things in Judara ; among 
built feveralhoufes for thcpriefts, which, that of maintaining % 
i» order to oblige them to refide noble^ table, and fplendid equi- 
at jliru/a/em. Sure it is, that pagf, at his »wn coA, without 
aether his place of cup-bearer • exafting the tribute affigned for 
liM rtifed lbs fortune to fuch an the maintenance of a governor 
which is not improbable, wasnone of theleaft. * * 

pryirh^rhehadaconfidertble (P) To this extd[ he caufed 
pyunony, to eqable him, he thofe chaxhber?, wherein the 
did many generous and public- tythes of corn, wine, and oil, 

CsV-dfuif, t,xu f. 5, 


meat- 
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7he fab- ANOTHER fliamcful abufe, which had crept in during his 

bath pro- abfcncc, was an almoft total difregard of the fabbath ; they 
faned. thrclhed their corn, prefied^their wine and oil, bought and 
Ibid from the Tyrians^ and other grangers, vvljo alFedled to 
bring their mercantile wares into the ciry on that day, ra-: 
ther than on any other of the week ; .and were bafely fuffer- 
cd to do fo by ihofe magiftrates, whofe. bufmefs it was to . 
have hindered it. To-prevent'this pradlice for the future,< 
JSelmniah^ having reproved, thofe magiftrates in the fevereft 
terms, ordered the gates of the city to be fhut up every Friday 
night about fun-fet, and not to be opened again till the fab- 
bath was quite over; by w'hich means thofe ftrangers having; 
been difappointed tw’ice or thrice, and been threatened from 
the walls with fome further punilhment, deftfted fropjeoming 
Farenvarn-^vy more on tfiat day. What aggravated the'folly and bafe- 
ed by the nefs of the "Jews is, that they had among them three con- 
frophets. fiderable prophets, who rebuked them feverely for their 
crimes, and warned them .of the dreadful puniihmcnts which 
they would bring upon them. 

^he Ivor- 'TnES%f^echariah, Haggai, SiHA Jidalacli^ of whofe 
Jhip re- -j-emarkable prophecies the reader will find a fhorfc fummary 
fared. ^}jg note(Qji but what the authority of the prophets 

' - , could 

meat-offerings, &e. ufed to be which fome of the greateft per- 
fcpolited, to be emptied for his fons wftre concerned h it the 
accommodation. 'I'his mifehief bafe cowardice of the prieft, and 
was followed by another : and the impudence of the Ammanite^ 
the priefts, feeing the temple pro- were too flagrant and impious tp 
faned by that ftranger, their be fuftcred by a man of his cha- 
apartments given to his retinue, rafter. As foon therefore as he 
and rifled of that which was laid was come to JeruJalem^ and hid 
up for their own maintenance,for- been witnefs of the feft, he 
fook the place, and went to live expelled the gentile ftranger out 
elfewhcrc, where they could; of his apartment, caufed all his 
an^ this caufed an intermiflion furniture to be thrown out, the 
ojf the divine worihip. It is not place to be purifled, and the 
iftiprobable, that Nehemiah^ who, priefts and holy things tp be re¬ 
even at the diftance he was then placed as formerly, 
frdm Jerufalem, kept ftill a (Q^) Zeeboriahi for the noni- 
watchful eye over it, was foou ber^ exceUet^y, and precifenefs 
informed of ihcfe ^afes; fo that, of his prophecies, is emphaticalr 
having procured a frefti comraif- ly termed $ol inter fprepietas 
fion from Artaxerxes, he return- neres ; he was cotemporary wiHi 
ed to JeruJulm at the end of five Exrn^ Nehemhhj Haggai^' a{^ 
r^rs from kis departure. A Mahcht, if this laft be ftot the 
leis authority than his, or a man fame with Ezm, He begairto' 
of Ms zeal, could hardly have prophefy about two months after 
ventured to reform an abufe, in H«gg«ix apd, with hiiii, to en- 

tfoumge 
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could not do, that of the governor’s prefence foorftjrought 
about i fo that,befides thofe abufes we have already obfcn'ed,^^»/f/ re* 
he rectified a number of otherS;> which were no Icfs atiox-formed hj 
mous} one of which was the ceafing of the divinb worftiip Nehe- 
through the avarice of the people, who, rcfufing to pay tbe"“^* 
priefts and levites their tythes, and other dues, had forced 
them to feek their living out of the temple and city. ‘All 
tbefe }fehemiah reftored to their forpfier regularity, and re¬ 
formed every thing that was arnifs, not probably all at once, 
as one might be to think, from their being mentioned 
together in pne chapter but at fevcral times, apd as op¬ 
portunity fetved. 

^ Nehem. c. uU. 

courage the rebuilding of the church (6) hiive indeed fufpeft- 
tfn.plc, by affuring them of the ed the ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
divine piotciL^iion and blelEng on chapters, which are a continued 
the work. difeourfe or prophecj of the fame 

But thefe prophecies are in- events, to have been of 
conliderable, in coinparjfon of becaufe a formal paflage out of 
thole which foretel the coming it is quoted by St, Mattheno un- 
of die Mefliah ip the plaineft der his name (7). Some other 
terms j the cruel war which An- reafons they give for this their 
tiQchm Eftphancs waged againft conjefture, which the curious 
thc^t ws, juid Goa’s ftverc judg- may read in thofe authors, 
ments rt‘;jiinft that tyrant; the But the general opinion is, 

Jt w.yJ'^var with the Romans^ and that the name of Jeremy has crept 
the death of the Mefliah; the into that place of the evangelifl:, 
annulling of die old Mofuic co- inftead of that of Zechariah. 
venant, and the new one fub- How long he prophefied, and 
ilituted by and under Chrift; the what death he died, is no-where 
thirty pieces of filvcrj the liege faid. conlbund 

of Bmylon by Darius^ as Jiremy him with Zerhatias^Xho father of 
and Jfaiah had done long before John the Baftift. 
him ; from which it is luppofed As for Malaehij of whom wc 
the Jinjos took .timely warning, have had occalion to fpeak be- 
and retired out of it. LalUy, fore, the current of his prophe* 
he fpeaks glorioully of the Hate cies runs intirely againft the vile 
of the Chriftian church; of the abufes that were crept into the 
converfion of the gentiles to it; Je*xtfj church and ftat* fuch 
of the perfecutions which the mix^ marriages, breach of the 
Chriftians Ihould endure ; and ftbbaths, and fabbatic years, op- 
the fevere punilhmcfit of th*ir ^prefting the poor, defrauding the 
Mi^ecutors, and other fuch-ljke *priefts and levites of their tythes, 
events contained in the ninth and aod fuch other enormities, which 

following chapters of his pro- were afterwards reformed by AV- 

pheCies. hemiah. 

‘ ^oine learned critics of onr 

^ 6 j tn MM^b, i* iv. }>• {y) S^attb, xxtm. 9 , to, 

' All 
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Jff.Iyjtfii' All thcfe enormities, introduced within the (hort interval 
iarts or'- of liis ihlcnce, being manifeftly owing to their ignorance or 
d^tetlioi forgcifulneis of Mcfaic\z'ft^ foon pointed out to him, 
Ttad. ' that the only way to remedy them, was to inforde the fre¬ 
quent Icdurc and expoiltion of it, not only in Jerufalem^ 
hut alio in all other cities and places oijudaa^ as it had been- 
formerly done with good fuccefs by fome of the pious kings of 
Juflah. I'ht-rc lectures were probably held at firft in fome 
gie.u ftreet or market-pljce, fince we read of no buildings 
ciedfcJ for that purpofe before this time (R) 5 but, as they 

quickly 

(R) We have formerly ces,- might be chofen oat of any 
lhewn(8), tliat before the cap- tribe; only they took care tq 
tivity tiiey ufed to affemble have always one or more of the 
thenifelves at the fchools of the prieftly order, to prefide, and 
pi^ophets on the fabbaths, new fee that the fervice was per- 
moons, and otlicr feftivaJs, to formed with due order and 
have the Scriptures explained to decency, 
them ; but, as to fynagogucs. The perfon who was appoint- 
wc read notJilng prccife con- ed to read the liturgy, was called 
cerning them ; at kail, it doth Jbclinrh vubhory that is, the anger 
not appear, that if they had any or mciTengcr of the congrega- 
fuch places for the reading and tion, becaufe he offered up the 
expounding of the Scripiun h, prayers-of tlie people to God, or 
they were undci fucb drift rules, was ■^the mouth or reprefciitative 
and in fuch numbers, as wc find of the congregation to G|dward; 
them after Nd‘e 7 mrJ}% time, and as a mefl'enger from God to 

As to the regulations of thefe men was called an angel of 
new fynagogucs, they may be God, fo one from men to Goo 
reduced to tiic three following was Uilcd an angel of the people, 
he^s: I. They were to be un- In this fenfe the Chriflkn bifhops 
der the infpeftion of certain were called the angels - of the 
rulers, called from thence, rulers churches. This perfon was ^ways 
of the fynagogue; and, by the one of the rulers of the fyna- 
ttrcbi/ymgogoi. 2. gogue. He was alfo called kha- 
They had their dated times for or wife, learned, as wer? 

coming to them; to wit, on the alfo the other rulers ; and pre- 
(abbaths, and other fcaft and fail tided in their atiTemblies, wd 
and on MonJay* and Thurf- fometimes in their courts of ju- 
inyti tliey had alfo their dated dicature. 
hours for each day. 3. They JMcxt to bin* was the 
had proper miaifters appointed, who cither read, or looked ovei^, 
i'ojr-e to rend amd expound the. tW^c who offer^ themfelves.to 
current ledlion out of the facred the ieftions of the day, aud 
books, others to read the liturgy, cbrreflcd them when they :^ead 
others to ting, tf c. and thefe, vyrong: this officerlM 
provided they were in ijvery re- cred books, and other, uteuulr, 
Jpccl clfe qualified for thofe offi- under his care; and had ifeiamas 

(Sj 'Ful. iii. />, aaC, fif, 


or 
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quickly found the inconvenience of it in cold and rainy 
weather, it is not vrithout good reafon fuppofed, that this 
obliged them to build fome convenient places to aflemble in, 
which have been fince known by the name of fynagogues and 
fchools. For the fame purpofe the Chaldee paraphrafes, Clialdee 
known by the name of targums, W’ere affo introduced 
about the fame time, to facilitate the knowtege of the Mojaiefi^ 
law*,' and of the other facred voluriaes, aMong thofe who 
unacquainted with the original; but as thefe were not finiili- 
ed till a cdnliderafale time after Nehemiab*tt death, wc fn.ill 
take a more proper time to fpeak of them. Thus far had 
this great man carried oh the reformation of the Jeivijh chui cii 
and ftate. 

How long Nehemiah lived after he had made this rcfor-Nchc- 
matioo, whether he continued in his place of governor, and^iahV 
whether he died in Judeea^ or in Perfia^ neither the 
nor Jofephus inform us j only the latter fays, that he died in 
an advanced age ; and indeed even at the time where his 
book ends, he muft have been at leaft feventy years *of age. 

In his days, and about the eleventh year of Darius Nothus, 
died the high-pricft Eliajhlb^ after he had enjoyed the pon¬ 
tifical dignity forty years j and was fucceederl by his ionjoladtr^ 
called hyyefephuSy fudas the unwortliy father of that iVla- 
najfes (S), whom Nehemiab had forced to retire into Samaria 
*> ■ ' , , 

* Antiq. 1 . xi. fubfin. ult. cap. 5, ^ Id. ibid. c. 6. vid. 

Nehem. xii. 10. 

Or fervant under him, who had pfalms and hymns that ufed to 
the i keys and overfeeing of the be l ung by the whole coiigre- 
fynagogue; but the kha&a»i gation. 

<^ierbufiQefs was to expound the (S) As for the unworthy fon 
portions of Scripture that were of Joirnia, whom jofepbus calls 
read on that day, or to appoiirt Manajfeh, inftcad of complying 
or permit any other to do it for with, tlie governor’s orders, of 
him, or to preach a fermon on patting with his ftrange wife, hft 
fome proper fubjeft. retired with her to Samaria, to 

Thus, when Chrift was en- his father-in-law; andMrew a 
tered into the fynagogue, we great many other rebellious 
read, that the book of I/aiab was after him, who had been guilty 
presented to hfra, which he re%d either of the fame, or any of 
and expotfnd^ to the congre- thofe • enormous crimes, which 
gation the like was alfo were then reforming 
doiwe by the apoftles (i). This and went and fettled, themfelves 
khetXAn WM likewife the perfph under the proteftion of Sanbal- 
who OQt and began thofe /«r, the Samaritan governor. 

(9) xiiif ^4. Lake & ftf, . ic. 
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for the fake of his beloved wife(T). Whilfl: that governor 
lived, he fupported bis character by the moft exemplary zeal 
for religion, juftice, and the good of his nation j and tlie 
dignity of his office by a magnificent hofpitality (U). 

After his death, the face of that government was wholly 
changed. We hear no more of any governors of Judaa i but 
the country Teems to have been joined and fubjedt to the pre- 
frdfure of Syria^ from which the high-priefts received their 
authority, as fhall be feen in the next fedlioni All that need 
the flood {jg to this is, that dean Prideaux concludes the feveri 

feef^^Chr weeks of the feventy of prophecy, with this laft 

■ ■ reformation of Nehcmiab above-mentioned^ which Was finiffi- 

^ , ed, according to him, in the fifteenth year oi Darius Nothus, 

The reader may fee the proofs for it in thatlearned authoi &. 

E Conhcft. I. vi. fub an. 409. 

(T) Joftfhus adds (2}, that thor tells us farther, that il 4 <r- 
Sanballnf, to compenfate him for najrs^ fucceeding afterwards to 
the lofs of his right to the ytwijb the high-priefthood of Jerufalem^ 
priefthood, which his birth in- in right of his great une'e (or, 
titled him to, promiicd to make as otheis read it, nephew), came 
him high-prieli of Samaria, and and took poflTeflion of it; bat he 
to bellow on him the higheft doth not inform us how', or whe- 
place in the %vhole province. In ther he renounced his fehifm, nor 
order to which, he would caufe how he was received by-*thofe of 
a temple to be built on mount jud/ea (3). We ftiall give a 
Garizzim, refembling that of^f- further account of the building 
rujahniy of which he Ihould have of this Samaritan temple in, the- 
the high-priefthood. next feftion. 

Accordingly, as our author (U) The daily proviiion of 
goes on, ‘that governor, having his table was an ox, fix fat Iheep, 
gone over from the Perjians to with fowl, filh, wine, and other 
AUxander the Great, obtained of things in proportion; at which 
him, as a reward for his fervices, he entertained, befides an' hun- 
leave to build that temple, and dred and fifty of the head rulers, 
'made his fon-in-law high-priell who eat conftantly with him, all 
of it, fu that all the apoftate the ftrangers of any diftinflibn, 
Jcvjs repaired to it} which ftill who came from other countries 
more incrcafed the hatred of to yervfalen i all which he fup- 
thofe of Jud^a ; who, from that ported at his own private charge, 
time, looked upon them as fchif- and without receiving any of die 
matics. ' ‘ allowance which was ufually paid 

This ftory carries a flagrant to the governors of that province, 
anachronifm ( onlefs we fup- who had preceded him (4), 
pofe two Sanballats). Thatau- 

(s) Ant. /. xi. t, f, 8, &t, (3) Lib, Xu. e, 1. (^) Hehtm. v, 17, 

fi? Aft 
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SECT. 11. . 

Ti/e Slate of the Jews under the Wgh-priejis and 

Maccabees. 


TLIIT H E R T O we have had Ezj'a. and Nehemlah for our 
r guides; after them vve have no canonical books concern¬ 
ing ihe fewifi) nation } fo that we (hall be forced to fetch all 
our intelligence from thofe of the Maccabees^ and tofi-l. up all 
the chafins out of Jofephus ; for, as for profane authors, they 
were fo-little acquainted with the fewsy that we have little 
or nothing from them, but what falls in occafionally with 
other parts of their hiftory. Judaa beiijg now become more 
flritzily a province of Syriay and under the prefedfure of it* 
the governois committed the adminiftration pf the feudjh 
ftate to their high-priefts j fo that from this time we may 
aferibe the greateft part of thofe misfortunes that befel their 
nation, to a feL of men, who afpired to that high dignity, 
more through ambition and avarice, than any real zeal for 
their religion, or the welfare of their country. This epoclut 
begins" with a fignal inllance of it, which is the more re- 
nMt/cable, bccaufc we have it from Jofephus*y who is not 
often apt turn accufer cf his brethren. 

fohanan fucceecied his father Joiada in the high-prieft- Year of 
hood.*?, about *he thirty-fourth year of Artaxerxes Mneman.f^^ flood 
Bogofsi^ being then governor of Syria and Pheeniciay had * 975 * 
cotitiailed an mtimate fritndfhip with y.^/hua, the brother of 
th^,ponti/F i and had promlfed him a grant of the high-prieft-. . 

hjuod, Tome few years after yohanan's inveftiturc. ytjhiiay 
whom OUT hiftorian calls yefus, came immediately to Jeru- killed lu 
faimy zoU acquainted his brother with it: their h\KoxviQW the temple. 
was in the inner court of the temple, where the difpute arofe 
to fuch an height, that ynha^any in ftriving to throw him out 
of that holy place, gave him a mortal wound. Bagofesiy 
being informed of it, repaired immediately to the place, and * 
upbriuded the ynvs in tlie fevereft terms, for thus making a 
ibamblca of the temple of their God; he next c-ftcred to 
JWter into that holy place j but, being obftrui^led by the priefls, 
he asked them angrily, whetheft- they thought his living body 
more iu:pure, than the dead carcafe which lay there; and, 
without ftaying for an anlwcr, forcibly entered in j and, Johanan 
being fully informed of the fail, he impofed an heavy invXilJinfd/orit* 


» Ant. 1 . xi, c.", 


^ Nehem. xii. If, & 2Z. 


upon 
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upon the temple (A), which was not taken oiF, till the death 
of Artaxerxes, which happened about fevcn years after, had 
changed the face of affairs.. However, they were not alto¬ 
gether free ftom troifbles In the reign of his fucteflbr j for 
Ochus, having conquered the greateft part of Phtenicia, as we, 
have feen in a former volumemarched dire^ly towards 
Year ^ of hefieged and took Jerichoy and carried off a great 

the i.o jTiujin,'. er of Jeivs captives, part of whom he fent into 
^ Y .: pl ! ,)arr into Hyrcania^ ^hng the Cafpian Whether 


feU in an} other part of fudasa. About ten years after, that is, 
in tin. eighteenth year of that monarch's reign, died Johanan, 
llieif high-prieft, in the thirty-fecond year of his high-prieft- 
Jadcua hood j and was fucceeded by his fon Jaddua ; and, three years 
j!fccn..f after, Ochus was poifoned by BagaaSy who fet up his youngeft 
Johanan. A^faces on the Perfian throne, who was foon after fuc¬ 

ceeded by Darias III 

«= See \’oI. V. p. 291, & fcq. ^ Joseph, ex Hecat. contra 
Apion, lib. i. SonN. Synci l. &al. See before, vol, v. 

p. 293, & feq. 

( A ) I'his fine, which our all the copies have it fi(fy; but 
hiilorian fays was fifty drachms, even this would be ftill too in¬ 
to be paid out of the facred trea- confiderable, confidering how he 
fury, for every lamb that was inveighs againft it as a great op- 
oficred in the temple, can hardly preflion; befides, thofe gover- 
be thought confiderable enough nors were feldom fo moderate in 
for the complaint which their fines, efpecially where the 

made, if it was only confined to crime was fo enormous, 
thofe two lambs that were offered We may therefore reafonably 
in the daily facrifice. For fifty fuppofe, tlut it was levied on all 
drachms amounting but to a little the lambs, not only of the daily - 
above thirty-one ftiillings of our facrifices, but on thofe of all the 
money, feven hundred and thirty other feftivals, which amounted 
^ lambs, thr number offered every to a much greater numl^r, as the 
year, would amount but to eleven reader may fee by what has been 
hundred and forty pounds twelve faid in a former volume, and on' 
Ihillings. ’ll thofe that were offered by 

Sonic therefore, have tliought • private perfons, whether by way 
there was an error in Jefephns; of free-will offering, or upon any 
and that the fine was five hundred other cafes, wherein the laty re- 
inflead of fifey drachms, tliough t^uired it(i}. 

(ij See be^rtf vil. a}, f, 18, ^ Ji, ^ fef» 


. :hc', h.ij engaged with the rheemetans againft that prince, or 

way they had difobliged him, our authors do 
lot t{ il uiy ncr whether his refentrnent flopped here, or was 


In 
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In the fourth year of this prince's teign, tlicyopr gavehitn 
fucli an mftaiKe of tb ir loyalty, as plainly (hewed they had 
not forgot whit they had (ulFercd fiom Ochus for fiding with 
his enemies, Alexandtr the Great, hlVmg^ refr ’ved upon the 
fiege oi'lyfe, and being informed that the Tyrtant, a nation 
wholly given to trade, received all their provifions from ^a- 
daa, Samarta, and Galilee, fent to Jadaua the then high- 
prieil, to demand that fupply of them, which they were wont 
to pay to the Perjians. Jaddua modefliy cxcufcd Hts fde- 

from complying with his demind, alleging, th^t his oith oJ 1 0 toDi. 
fidelity to Darius did not permit hup to transfci that tribute 
to an enemy. Alexander, provoked at this refufal, haamo 
fooner completed the rcdu^ion of *Iyre, than he marched ftnit 
toyerufaJem,Tt{(dvcA topuiufh thtyews with as great feverity 
as he had done the Tynans. He was ad\ancin> with full fpeed Alcxin- 
towards thtir metiopohs, when the high priift, and the icll dciV 
of the people, Icnhhle of their imminent danger, had rccourfi.-^'"^®^"^- 
to Goo, and by their prayers, faciificts, and other afts of 
humiliation, obtained a gracious promde from him, that he 
would piotiiSl his temple and people from the .>pproaching 
cal mit^ It was communicated to Jaddua in a dream, in 
which he w is commanded to go and meet the ihicit'ning 
conqueror, in Ms pontifical lobts, at the htad of ?11 h»s pnefts, 
lu tiiLir proper lubits, and attended with the reft of the people 
drcfled^ui white garment*!. Ja Idua obeyed on the next morn¬ 
ing, and, having caufed the gates of the city to be opened, 
marchtd m fo' n ptoceffion at the head of his attendance, to 
an eminence called hafha, 01 lather 7 bcwaufe it com¬ 
manded the profpciSl t f the whole city and tempk. 

As foon as thci ’ticiable piclate was come r.eai enough foi /(ppiafta 
Ahxandsr to view thw magmficince of his dicf, cipeciall) 1 ) tPnf 
the ficred n’me of God engraven on the front of his n\\X.n.,po^nfi 
he was k zed with fuch an awful rcfpcdl, that he advaiicci/^c/t 1 e 
towaids him, and with a religious kind of Generation bowed 
to hm, cmbriccd him, and pud an adoration to the facred 
infcnption on his forehead. Whilft the Syrians, Phtvmtans, 
and others that wire prefent, Itood nuzed at the Put- 
/aento, with liis ufual fi^eedom. Ventured to afk him the * 
reafon of this untypt^fed behaviour, and w is ?nf’'’' ? d b) the 
king, that this jc'pcct, which was not paid to tn \ ncfl, but 
to nis Goi>, wa an acknowlfgement for i vifun of the^ 
like nature, which he hid favoured him with at Dta, m 
which he promifed to him the conqueft of Perfa, md en¬ 
couraged him in this expedition by 9 perfon of mu<-h the 
fame afp^’cT:, and the fame venerable drds, with tnt p luiff" 
now before him. He then gave orders to maich on to Jt^u Jifarches 
fdkm, and was attended thither by the high pi left and his rc /a Teru- 
Voi. X. Q. t.nue, falrn 
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tinue, and conduiSled to the teni,>le, where he caufed a great, 
number of victims to be offered to the God of the yews. 
'^I'he reader may fee an account of this tranfadion in a former 
volume as well as of the great favours which that monarch 
granted to the and his poffponing the requeftof the 5 fl- 
ttiarlians to another opportunity. All that we need to add here 
is, that file temple of tlic latter on mount Garizzim proved 
the foiircc of continual evils to the fewsy and the conffant 
afylinn of their apoftate brethren, who never failed to go over 
to the Sammltansy as foon as they found thcmfelvcs in danger 
of piinilliment for any enormous crimes g. 

Alexander at the fame time conferred many favours on the 
fewsy a great number of whom, at his return into Alexandria, 
he fettled there among other nations, and endowed with large 
privileges and immunities, allowing tlieni the freccxercife of 
their religion, and admitting them to the fame franchiles and 
liberties with his own Macedonians h. But what gave them 
the greateff advantage over their Samaritan rivals, w'as an in- 
furredion made in their capital againff his favourite Andro- 
tnackuSy whom he had made governor of Syria and Palajline ; 
an account of w'hich the reader will find in a former volume 
If'AA-fa- Al l this wliilc the yews continued in his favour, both in Pa^ 
•v'uted by Ifpjtine and out of it: only thofe that were in his army, were like 
Ale’.xau- to have forfeited it by their ffiffrefufil to affiffat tlie rebuilding 
- of the temple of Beiusy which that monarch had begun. The 
invincible coiiffancy with v/hich they bore his fcvcreirpunifli- 
ments, wrought at length fo far upon him, that he difeharged 
them from his fervicc, and fentthem into their own country 
and he himfelf dying foon after, left his empire in the confufed 
ftate we have feen in a former volume'^. Tour years after 
Jaddua Jaddua the yewijh liigh-prieft, in the twentieth 

jucrecdtd^ year of his pontificate, and w'as fuccceded by by his fon Onias, 
by Umaj. enjoyed that dignity about one-and-twenty years. 

‘Their mi- With Alexander died the profpetous ftate of ikr&yews: and 
ferabte tbcir country, being fituate between Syria and Egypt, became 
A(itenmkr(\xh]cSX to all the revolutions and wars, which his ambitious 
Alexan- fucceflers waged againff each otffer ; being fucceflively invaded 
dci's/uc- and Ciiptivated by the Syrians and Egyptians, and conftantly 
(ejfors, * oppfefled under either government. At firft it was, as we 
have feen clfewhere, given, iog»’ther with Syria and Phoenicia, 
to Leotnedon t|)e Mitylenian^ one of Alexander's generals *, 


Vol. viii; p. 534, & feq, « Hecat/eus Abder. ap. Joseph. 
cont. Apion. 1 . ii. *> Id. ibid. & bell. Jud. I. ii. c. 36. Vid, & 
Curt. 1 . iv. C.8. ‘ Vol. viii. p. 543,&feq. ‘'Joseph. 

cx Hecat. lib. i. cont. Apion. * Vol. viii. p. 543, & feq. 
* Chron. Alex. Euseb. inchron. Joseph, ant. 1 . xi. c. ult. See alfo 
vol. viii, p. 654, & feq.ix. p. 1, Sc feq. 

1 and 
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and confirmed to him by. a fccond partition-tfeaty; hut he Year of 
being foon after ftripped ot the other two by Ptolemy^ fudfta the fiood 
was the only one wliich flood firm tohim, from a fenfe of their 2028. 
oath of allegiance; fo that the 'Egyptian king 'vas fojceJ to Bef. Car. 
invade it with a powerful army, and accordingly laid clofe 320- 
fiege to 'Jernfalem. The place, being ftrongly fortified by art 
and nature, might have found him work enough, had not a 
fuperftitious fear of breaking the faboath prevented the be- 
fieged making any defence on that day ; which being under- Jcrufaltm 
flood by the king, he caufed it to be ftormed on the fabbath, h 
and accordingly took the, city without any oppolition This Pfokmy. 
did not however prevent his treating them with great fovcrity ; 
he carried near an hundred thou land of them captives intuA'^/f; loo,cco 
but refleiling foon after on their known loyalty fo their forrnei Jews 
conquerors, and the facred regard they paid to their oaths, carried 
and being by the taking of Jerufalc 7 t! become mafler of Jtt- capfive . 
eiaa and Samaria^ he committed the keeping of fevcral con- 
fiderablc garifons, both here and inEgypt^ to them ; and liaving^'S' P'’* 
made them fwear allegiance to him, and to liis htirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs, endowed them with the fame privileges they had 
enjoyed under the Aiacedoniam ( 1 >). 

“ Agathar' ap- Joseph, cont. Apion. l.i. Arxst. in libcll. de 
I.XX interp. 

(B) Of tliofe whom he carried wliom was JafoK, author of the 
away info Egypt, he chofe about hiflory of the Maccahm in five 
thirty thoufand of the ftoutelt to books now' loil:, but of which the 
fill his garifons; liic rcll he fent, fccond book of the Maccahers is 
feme to alfifl; them with provi- an epitome (4). Of the fame 
fions, others into Libya •<inA Py~ country were thofe 
retie, which he had lately fub- mentioned-by St. Luke and 
dned(i). Appiatt vlAHs, that he that who helped to bear 

demoliflied the walls of jerufa- the crofs of Chrifi ( 0 ). » 

/(?w before he returned home (2). This Jewijb colony grew in * 

However, he ftiewed fuch kind- time fo numerous, as to have an 
nefs to thofe that came to hundred thoufand of them put to 
fettle in that great num- death for one mutiny 

bers of them, being attrafted, time; and yet, in a fuccceding 
partly by the fertility of the reign, they proved ftroiig enough * 
country, and partly by the great to mailer the whole province, * 
privileges they enjoyed, flocked and, as Xiphllims tells us, in the 
thither from other parts {5). Jife of 'Trajan, .to malfacre two 

From the latter of the coun- hundred thoufand inhabitants of. 
tries above-mentioned, were de- other nations, 
feended theC^rfwtfwyfwjjamong 

(x) Agathar. ap.Jofeph.cont. ^pion. 1 . i. Arift. inIHeIl.de x.xxin!erfir. (z) Ap- 
'pian. Syriac, p. 119,^ jej. (-J /. xli. c. i. (4.) yi'd, 2 r.^euab- 

1). aj. (jJ A'.'ti ii. 10. vL 9, Maftp.xx.vu, 

Q.* 
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By this time the Samaritans^ who daily increaled in num¬ 
ber, llrength, and wealth, by the continual concourfe of 
apoftate ynvs^ made 'Sichem their metropolis, inlarged and 
made the beautified it, and, as we hinted before, made it the head of 
sapital^of their fchifrnatic fc£i: j and as they were neither fo fcrupulous 
/it’Sama- about their oaths of allegiance, nor fo tenacious of the precepts 
rjtans. the law, as their rivals oijudaa were, they feldotn 

made any fcruple to fide with the ftrongeft, and, if occalion 
required, to comply with the will of their princes, even in 
things which were abfolutely forbidden by their law. This 
policy, which they never loft fight of,.- as the fequel will foon 
fliew, not only freed them from the many perfccutions which 
tHb Jews underwent, but made them fare much better under 
every government than they ; fo that from this time, not only 
thofe who fled from Judeca to efcape punifhment, but a much 
greater number, came over to them, to avoid either perfecution 
on account of their law, or the tyranny and oppreflion of their 
governors. As therefore this fe< 9 : became fo numerous and 
pft /• ba- poy^^erfuI^ as to make a confiderable figure in the yavijh hi- 
mantans. f^ory, our readers will doubtlefs expeft to be informed, how 
far their religion agreed or differed from that of the ytnvs ; and 
by what ftrange arguments they have, ever fince their fepara- 
tion, endeavoured to prove tlieir claim of -precedence to, 
and to retort the imputation of fchifm upon them ; fince we 
have already feen, that they were originally a mixture of 
Cutbeans^ and other foreign nations, fent thither by the Af- 
fyrian kings, inftcad of the ten tribes carried away captive by 
them; artd*now become a more mixed and mongrel nation, 
by the conftant refort and incorporation of all the renegade 
yetvs This digreflion, if it be really fuch, is fo much the 
more neceflary here, becaufc it will be impoflible, without it, 
to dive into thofe perpetual jars and difputes that have been 
• ever fince, and are ftill, carried on between thofe two nations 
with the utmoft irreconcilcable hatred. However, that we 
may contract as much as pofliblc, we fliall only give here what 
is moft material concerning their tenets', and throw all their 
fabulou: authorities and pretences, as well as thofe of the yeivs 
againft' them, into a note (C). The following articles 

therefore 


Sec before, voi!. iv. p. i6i, & feq. 

(C) We Ihall begin with the (ccx\.Ac<ifTom.yo/ephhy Ephraimi 
account which the Samaritans tliey pretend, that when yejhua 
. give of their origin, in oppofition entered into the promifed land, 
to that which we have from the he caufed a temple to be built 
facred books, concerning them : upon mount Garizzim^ and ap- 
I ft. They boaft themfclves de- pointed of the feed of 

to 
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therefore are a fliort fummary of their faith in common with, 
and in oppofition to, that of the Jews. 

I. They 

to officiate as high-prieft, from being exprefly fo^ ’yirufalem^zxi^ 
wiiom they boaft to have an exadl the other for Gariz'^Jm. 
genealog]j,and uninterrupted fuc- To end the difpute, they 
ceffion, down to this very time, agreet^ that* that copy, which 
They neither own Jtrolnam's wdtliftood tJie fiery trial', fliould 
fchifm (6), nor the tranfmigra- be the authentic one; upon which 
tion of the ten tribes (7) j but having flung his own 

give the following account of into the fire, it was immediately 
their going out, and returning confumed, whereas that of the 
into the land. Sawarlian chief came three times 

The kings of Jerufalem and ‘ untouched out of the flames. 
Syria, fay tncy, having revolted This miracle, they add, having 
againil Bachtnezzar (fo they call determined the controverfy in 
came and took their favour, the king honoured 
Jerufalem, and went from thence them with rich prcfcnts,^and fent 
to the SichemUes, whom he or- Sanhallat at the head of his ten 
dered to leave that country in tribes to take polTeffion of mount 
feven days, under pain of being Garizzim, where he built the 
maflacred, which they did ac- temple in difputc. This account 
jpordingly. The ftrangers whom they give us out of an old Snmari- 
he fettled in ‘Judtpa and Sichem tan chronicle, which they pretend 
foon after, could not live there, tobeofgreatantiquity andautho- 
becaufei the faireft fruits of the ritv; but thofe who have exa- 
land were tainted with a mortal mined it, tell us, that it waswrit- 
poifon. Theking of hav- ten in the reign of feme of the 

ing thereupon confulted foinc of Chriftian emperors,and after Con- 
the antient inhabitants, was :m- fiantine (ii), uiilefs we fuppofe it 
fwered, that.the only remedy to to have been continued from 
that evil was, to feud the Htbrenva time to time. However, let tl\e 
thitlier again, which that prince chronicle bear what date it will, 
having agreed to, a place of ren- it is plain by the Samaritan wo- 
dezvous was appointed for the man's queftion to our Saviour (9), 
Jenvs and Slcbumtei to return Our fathers ntsorjhiped on this 
together each into their own land, mount aiv, and ye fay, that 
Here a difputc arofe be- falem is the place, that the>- 
tween theifi, wlieihcr they fliould claimed this authority long be- 
go and’ rebuild the temple of Je- fore; and accordingly their pen- 
rufalem, or that of Garizzim. tateuch, of which we ftiail fpeak 
Zeruhhabcl was for the former, by-and-by, among other inter- 
and Sanhallat for th% latter, and •polations, has tlianged the word 
each pleaded the faniHon of the £bal for that of Gariz't.mt where- 
pentateuch; and each pretended, tfver thofe two mountains come 
that the copy of’ his antagonift in corapetitiort. 
was corrupted, that of the former The jenus on their fide have 

(5) I Kjngi eh. xii. ( 7 ) a JC/rgt cb. xvH. (8) Df h<e -i"’*/. in. at. 

Hettinger, Lit. JoJ'ue, feu tbton, Samarit. inextreitat. Anti/isenn, (9) ftbniv, ao. 
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. ^he Hiftory of the Jews, B. 11, 

X. They believe in one God, and his fervant Alofes\ and 
that Gar izziin is the only place of God’s worfljip (D). 


not b«en/paring of their fidlions, 
as if they had cJtofen to confute 
their antagoniils by this way, ra¬ 
ther than l>y tJie authority of the 
facred books. JoJephus tells us 
of much fuch another conteft 
that happened m Egypt, between 
ihofe of his nation and the Suma- 
ritiws, about tliofe two temples; 
and which arofe to fuch an height, 
that it \va.s like to end in a fedi- 
tion, had not Ptolemy Philornttor 
put an end to it in the following 
manner (i). 

He ordei-ed the contending 
parties to bring their caufe before 
him, and to have it pleaded by 
proper perfon.-, with this condi¬ 
tion, tJiat tliofe who were caft 
fhould lofe their heads.* There 
appeared but one advocate for 
die viz. Aiidrovicits thefon 

MeJJh la mi', but he plcacicd his 
caufe fo well againfl: his two an- 
tagoniftSjWhom our author names 
Scboaiis and Theodore, that he 
gained his point, and they loft 
tpeir lives (2), 

Another antient author {3 , 
whom tlfe Jinfjs pretend to have 
lived before the deftruftion of 
'J ,; ufalrm, but by his mentioning 
of.the Saracifi empire, muft have 
wrote at leaft fix hundred years 
after (4), tells us, that wlien 
Ezra and Nthemiah were rebuild¬ 
ing of l.io temple, the Samaritans 
camewith'an army of an hundred 
and eighty thoufand men to be- 
fiege 'Jenifalem\ but that tliofe 
two chiefshaving ajfiembled three 


hundred priefts, pronounced the 
higher e.vcommunication againft 
them (5). 1-hefe priefts were 
followed by three hunched youn^ 
men, who held eaph a copy ot 
the Mofaic law in one; hand, ami 
a trumpet in the other, which 
they blew whilft the priefts were 
excommunicating them, upon 
which they were immediately put 
to flight. 

(D) The yiaw, fay they, fol¬ 
low other teachers, other precepts, 
taken from their other books, 
traditions, and expofitions: we 
flick clofe to the five books of 
Mofes, and rejeft all other wri¬ 
tings. all other amhoritv’’ and in- 
terpretation, and guide our faith 
and pnvttice foldy by the pre¬ 
cepts cf our lawgiver. Accord¬ 
ingly tlicy never admitted any 
other books but the pentatcuch. 

In confequcncc of tl'is, they 
rejeft all the prophetical and hi- 
ftorical books, as written in fa¬ 
vour of the 'jenvs, and cfpecially 
of the heufe of Da^vid; tJicy de- 
fpife t!ie yt^xdjh prcteiice of oral 
tradition, ana all their targums 
and talmuds. 

'I'liey value themfelvcs for hav¬ 
ing preferved the antient Hdrcn.>j 
charafter, and curfe the new one, 
which was fmee introduced by 
Ezra, whom they brand witli 
tlie name of impollor, and who, 
they pretend, fubftituted it to the 
Mc/aic one, for tjie fake of thofe 
other books which he foifted into 
the ^iw/^canon (6). 


(i) Ar.t q. xiii. f. 6. (i) Vid. Bafnage hiftoir, des yoiTtx tom. if. 

pe'ts. c. C^) Rab. Elitxtr, Pirkt Alboth, f. 38. Prid. 

iib. vi. Pub a>’. 409, Csf auit. ab to eltat, Dc kac tdd. fup. vol. iii* p* 

1^3, hd feo. id mt. (E), (6) Ffd, Bafnag. uhi cop, 3, St 4. /. vii, e. as, 

V:d.(3’uol.m. p.Zlo^tdfej, Ja , a i 
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2 . They always circumcife their males on tlie eighth day, 
never deferring it upon any account, as the fewi do, fonie of 
them till the hour of dcalh (E). 

3. 'I’hey never allow thcmfelvcs two wives, or to marry 
their nieces; but the "Jews do both. 

4. They are bound to walh thcmfclves every morning, 
after either matrimonial coverfc, or any accidental defilement; 
fo that they look upon every veflU .nd. houfliold-ftuff they 
touch before fuch an ablution, to be polluted. 

5. Thjey obferve the fabbatii witli thegreateft ftrictnefs, ab- 
llaining from matrimonial commerce on that nighty lighting no 
fires, nor ftirring from their hnufes, unlefs to go to the fy iiagogue, 
where they read feme portion of the pcntatcuch, ofl’er up 
their prayers to, and fing the praifes of God. 

6. Or all theif folemn feftivals, tfie palVovcr is by them 
efleemcd the chief: they likewife obferve ihe other two of 
pcntccoft, and of tabernacles, with great exaclncfs, and the 
grand faft of expiation with uncommon ftri£lnefs. 

7. Tnfiy never-oiFer any facrificc but on mount 
zm o. 

8. They boaft a continued fucceflion of priefts, from 
Ru% the fon of Ph'inebas^ihc catalogue of wliich is preferved 
by them with the utmofi: ftridtiicf^; and the'ir high-prieft al¬ 
ways makes liis refidence at Sic/wni^ now called Naplonfe ; 
from whence he iflucs out his directions to the whole te£l for 
keepifjg their feftivals, and w.hatcver relates to the Mofaic 
obfervanccs (E). From this fiiort fcantling of their faith and 

praiftice, 

® Vid. hit. al. Basnag. ubi fupra. 

(E) Efpecially in countries and lay the prepuce by them, 
where they are not loleratedi after which the coffin is imme- 
luch as Francey Portugaly^ Spahiy diately nailed up, and carried to 
&c. and where, for fear" of being the grave, 
difeovered by the fear of circum- (F) This fed is ftill very nu- 
cilion, they wholly negleCl it, meious, not only in their metro- 
and outwardly confort^t to the polis, but in Dam^feusy Gaza, 
religion of the country for the Cairoy and other parts of the 
fake of trade. Some of them. Of toman empire, befidcs thofe 
, however, when they are grown which are dil'perfed into the nor- 
either rich enough, or old and them parts bf Europe and AJia, 
qualin.lh, will come over into But fo ignorant are thofe of 
JEnglandyliollandykc. to be cir- ITwrij*, efpecially of cofmography, 
cumcifed. As for thofe that die • whatever they may be as to their 
without circumcifion, fome of religion, that they took the F.ng* 
their friends generally come and hjh yenjjs to be of their feet, 
circumcifc them in their coffin, and F.ngland to be only a con-_^ 

0^4 fidcrable 
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prai^ice, ojte would be apt to conclude, that, except thofe 
points, which related to their fchifin, tJiey had been much 
rtridler obfervers of the Mofaie law, than the f^tvs j but, 
whatever they may have proved in later times, we fhall meet 
with fuch flagrant inftanccs of the contrary in the fequel of 
this and the next fc^tion, as will cafily evince how ready 
they were, upon the leaft danger of perfecution, or fevere 
ufage, from their governors, to facriflee their religion to their 
intcrefl and fafety (G). 

How 

fidcrable city {7), as appears by than Je^'iJh rabbies has 

a letter they wrote to them fome fummccl up their charadter in ifcw 

time fincc, and mentioned by words, when he told them, that 
the author laft quoted;, but if they w'orlhipcd they knew not 
they really held thpfe tenets what, and tliat falvation was of 
which the f/:<ws attribute to them, the '/e-ws {i). 
they muft have been no lei’s ig- ' (G; However, even in this one 

norant in point of their religion, point of their Ichifm, it is ma- 
Among other errors they charge nifeft, they were guilVy of moft 
them with, that of believing the flagrant forgery in corrupting the 
Godhead to be a corporeal Being, pentateuch in many places, in 
would be fufiicient to fliew their order to colour their fetting up a 
ftupidity ; but Credat Judn'us. new temple with fome Ihew of 
Epiphaniusf who ranks them clix ine anthoriiy. Jt is true, all 
in the catalogue of his heretics, the variations of tliis book are 
tells us, that they worflilped the ’ not of the fame heinous itaturc : 
imphim, which had llolen fome of them feem even impii- 

from her father and which table to the ignorance of the 

they digged up from under the tranlcribcrs from the new 
oak in Sichemy where yacob had of Ezra to' the old Samaritan 
buried them: but it is likely lie character,fuch as tlieir often mif- 
took up tlris calumny upon fome taking of letters, in the former 
jeavijh authority, fie adds, that by reafon qf their fimilitude, as 
they were, like the JenuSy divided the beth for the caphy the duLC^ 
into four feds (8); and gives us for the repy which in the Sarna- 
there the different tenets of each’: ritan arc very unlike. Others 
but they are not worth dwelling again may be looked upon as ex- 
upon. plauatory interpolations, fuch as 

A modern traveller informs us, we have obferved, Jopua and 
that in a letter they wrote to his fuccc*fl'ors down to Ezra and 
him (9), they acknowlegcd the beyond, have thought necefl'ary 
book of yrpua; but they meant to add to the text*. But there are 
molt probably their chronicle we certainly feveral notorious ones, 
have lately mentioned, and which which could not but be defignedly. 
they llile the book of 'Jopua. made to fupport their cauli^ 
However, a more righteous judge againft their Jc^iuip antago- 

{•}) Vid.BaJnag. (i) IJan’cf, g. (g) Ludo/pb't Utter pi inted 

an. i 6 ' 88 t iv. 22, '*> See Befit l igZ, Q fej, 

niffs. 



C, XI, Hijiffiy of the Jews. 

How and when this manufcript came into the hands of the 
Samaritansy is liard to guefs. The general opinion is, that it 
was brought into Samaria by the prieft, v/hom E%arbaddon 
fciit to inllruiSl: the new inhabitants of that country. The 
book was not unknown to feveral antient father' - particularly 
Origen and St. Jeromy who both underltood the Hebrew 
tongue i but they have given us no light about it. The opi¬ 
nion of fome learned moderns ** is, th.;t it was brought to 
maria by Manajjesy Sanbal/at^i fon* in-law lately nnentioned ; 
and that it was tranferibed from that of Ezra, fince we find 
in it all the emendations and explanations which that infpired 
ftribe is fuppofed to hatte made to thofe five books j and con- 
fcquently could be of no older date, much lefs have Gecn 
brought by that Hebrew prieft above-mentioned (H). How¬ 
ever, 

9 F. Simon, hill. crit. V. T. 1 . i. c. lo. Prid. ubi fupra. 


mils (2), and fulTicicnt to Con¬ 
vince an impartial reader, that 
this Samo^ritan is not the only 
true authentic copy, becaufe in 
the Old Hthre^-M charaftcrj and 
that of Ev-ra or^ly a tranfeript of 
it, Lccaufe in tue ncw-introduced 
ChaUk, , as feme learned men 
have fiiought,' and particularly 
a modern one {^), who has given 
it by far the pici'-rence above the 
yt'^v/yi'.Thofewho arc acquainted 
with his notions, need not be 
told what induced him to this 
unaccountable partiality. 

(H) If it-be allted, how he 
could inftruil tbofe llrangers in 
the worfltip of God, unlefs he 
had brought fomc fuch book 
along with him from the place 
of his captivity ; fome anfwer, 
th.^t he taught them no more than 
he knew by tradition {4); others 
dillinguilh between the whole 
pentatoucb, and an epitome of ^ 
the kw contained in fome of the 
chapters oiDeuterommy (5), which 
is that which they fuppofe he 


brought with him to Samaria, 
fince both kings and priclls were 
bound to keep a copy of it writ¬ 
ten with their own hand. 

A late critic has made a bold, 
but itrauge pulTi, to reconcile all 
ihefe difficulties, by abfurdly fup- 
])ofmg the pentateuch to have 
been written on the other fide 
Euphrates, by the prieft, who was 
fent from thence into Samaria, 
for the inrtruflion of thofe llran- 
gers. To thi.s end, he, it feems, 
tliought fir to give them a Hun t 
fketch of the creation, flood, and 
other occurrences, that liappcncd 
before the giving of the Mofaic 
law; and that he wrote it in the 
old Hfbrtav, becaulc he v\'a> un¬ 
acquainted with the, Che>IJeri 
and that this happeniag prcdfdy 
at tlie time, when vo¬ 

lume of the law w'as'foujid out 
by the high-prieft, and brought 
to he ^ot a copy of if, 

and inferted it at the end of his 
own w'drk, as very proper to 
bring men to the knowlege of 


(?.) See Prid, corsti, part\. Jii.vi. fef alih. Httl'ir^rr uii f. f’, f 
Piifftair. ubi fup. al. trait. (3) WhiftrM. (4) Vid.Pnd, ithi juj.ra. 

( 5 ) ‘pijt. oJ M rit., in traflot, dt uhl.iiit, * 

c the 
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ever, each fyftcm has its difficulties, which arc not cafily 
folved; all that we ftiall add concerning this book is, that, 
hefides this copy written in their old charadier in the Hebrew 
^tongue, they had another written in the vulgar language fpoken 
among them, becaufe, like the fews^ they had forgot the old 
Hebrew y and were accuftomed to a mongrel mixture of Jf- 
fyrian^ Bahylonijh^ and Chaldee. Befides this, they had a Greek 
verlion of it for the fake of their hclleniftical brethren, as the 
feivs had the Septuagint j and it is probable, that this was the 
verlion winch is mentioned by fevcral antient fathers 9 , ilnce 
they cannot be fuppofed to have underftood either the original 
one, or the vulgar verlion of it. The old Hebrew copy af¬ 
terwards lemitined unknown to the Chriftians, during near ten 
centuries. Scaliger was the firft modern, who got intelligence 
of it ; after which it was brought over into and printed 

in the polyglots of Paris and London ; the latter of which is 
by lar the heft and moft correft, as well as the Latin ver- 
fion of it : the further particulars 'of it we refer to the 
note (I). 

We 


^ AFRIC^N. Eusrn. Djod. Tarsf.ns, &al. ap. PRin.ubi fupra. 
* Vid.ScALic. de emend, temp. c. 7. Ussek. epill. ad L. Ca- 
j’EL. Walton, proleg. in PoJygl. Morin. Pri6. Si al. 


the one true God ; and, laftly, 
that finding nothing to 

objedt againft the author, or his 
work, have adopted the latter as 
conformable to their law and hi- 
llory. This critic has not ven¬ 
tured to fet his name to his book, 
but fent it abroad under a fidti- 
tious title (6): however, Ex 
U 7 igue leonemi he was not long 
undifeovered or unconfuted. 

Upon the whole, the general 
opinio . is, that this pentateucii 
was brought by the prieftfent by 
Enarhaddm into Samaria; and 
thatjRftcr the rupture of thefenas 
and Samaritans, the latter wil¬ 
fully corrupted tftofe places of it* 
which made againft them j and 
confequently that tlie JcwiJh one 


is by far the more authiatic of 
the two. 

(I) Scaliger, having received 
from the Sichemites an account 
of this pentateucii by a letter, 
which he publiflied anno 1676. 
did in another work (7} complain, 
that none of the learned of Eu¬ 
rope had endeavoured to procure 
fome copies of it, feeing it might 
probably be of great fervice in ad- 
jufting the feripture-chronology. 
This awaked the curiofity of arch- 
bilhop U/her, who, as he tells us in 
his letter toZ>.Ca/c//»r,had obferv- 
cd,that this book had been quoted 
by feveral antient fathers, and 
other writers, down to Procopius 
of Gaza and Syneellus, and par¬ 
ticularly by the learned Origen 


fo} Sentiment de fuel^e thsalog. de Hollande, (•j) Dt emendat. teuf, 

A vii. 
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We return to Judisa, which we left in the pofllfllon of the 
Icing of Egypty but which he was, about five years after, forccti. 
to abandon to Antigonui and his Ton, who came againit him 
with a fupciior army. Ptolemy contented himfelf with de¬ 
manding the cities of Ace^ Samaria, Joppa,?Lnd C za, and with 
carrying off an immenfc booty, as well as a great number of 
inhabitants, whom he fettled in Alexandria, and endowed with 
confiderable privileges and immunitie*, as Alexander had done 
before him. He was then defigning to make that city the 
metropolis of Egypt-, and was fo well fatisfied with the faith- 
fulnefs and ufefulnefs of the "Jews, that he fpared no encou¬ 
ragement to allure them thither ; infomuch that vaft numbers 
flocked continually thither from 'Judaia and Samaria, cLuniig 
to live under fo generous and friendly a prijtcc in a foreign 
country, rather tlian in their own, under the flu£luat:ug govern¬ 
ment of fo many contending tyrants (K). 

Sdeucus 

king o( Upper Afta, Schucu- king 
of Syria, and Icing o; 

Egypt, 'i'he pariifans of tlu’s kill 
pretended, that he had not un¬ 
dertaken to put Aft a under the 
governmentot SAiucus, bur upon 
condition, that C/airJyria and 
Phcem-.ia ihould be lelinquiflied 
to him (2). Thofe of Seltucu^ 
on tile contrary maintained, that 
Ptolc.'ny was no further concerned 
ill the war, than to help liim to 
conquer thofe provinces allotted 
to them ; in proof whereof, tlioy 
urged, that after the defeat of 
Aatigonui, I.yfmachus and Cujfan 
der had afligned thofe provinces 
to Seleuius (3). Accordingly we 
find, that tJiis laft enjoyed that of 
Jtidfca fome time, with a tax of 
three hundred talents of filver, 

upon contlition that the JenKs 

fhould be governed by their own 
laws, and that their high-priells 
fhould be their only govern¬ 
ors (4). 

Among thofe yevjs whom Flo- 

) Pri,/eg. II, aJ PrJyglott. (9) ViJ- Morin, exerr, I, in Pentat, Sun^n'. 
Cjlmet. Prtd. Cd af, (I) Hettinger, ubt jupra. Cellar, hightfoet. hr. Heir. 

P-id. ubi fupra. Bafitag. tom, ii, p, i. c. ^ al. (2) Jof.-pb. ana-^. 

1 . xii. &" cent, xipton. /. i. ^3) Vid, VJ-.r Pub A,M* 3721. (4-} t-’iJ, 

Suloit, Sever, btjhr, faer, I, it, 

a. < •» - ^ 

Isf/tj s 


in his book agrdnilCVA/. From 
that time this great prelate fpared 
neither pains nor coll, till lie had 
procured five or.fix copies of it 
from Syria and Pahrjiii.e, and 
compared theiq with xwaja^.cijh\ 
and here he thought he had fouru’ 
out the perfon who had corruptee 
them,‘namely,one Dofthrus, men 
tloncd by Origin againft Q/Jns ; 
but this dlfcoitiy has not been 
univerfally received. However,it 
is from his copies rhat//rt//o«{8) 
printed that pentateuch in his po¬ 
lyglot: fmcc then ftveral other 
copies 'were procured from the 
fame place by other learned per- 
fons in Europe (gj. Thofe who 
are willing to know more of the 
Samaritans, and their pentateuch, 
may confult, befides the letters 
of Scaliger, Ludolph, and IJjher 
above-mentioned, the authors 
quoted below (i). 

(K) Thus was Judeca become 
the fnbjedl of the difputes of, anif 
feene of war between Antigonus 
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SelcucusV Seleucut very much imitated the clemency and generofity 
friendjhip of tlie Egyptian king, a character which was quite oppofite 
to the to that of Antigonus ; who was of fuch a fierce nature, that he 
Jews. ftuck at no cruelty, falfliood, or tyranny, that ferved his turn. 

This made great numbers of the Jews fall avray likewife 
from that tyrant to Seleucus^ who gave them much the fame 
privileges and franchifes that his competitor did in Egypt K 
He built fixteen cities in Lejfcr Afta^ which he, from his fa¬ 
ther, called Antioch ; nine he called by his own name, and 
fix by that of his mother Laodicea ; three from his firft wife 
Apamea^ and one from Stratonice his laft wife ; in all thefe he 
fettled fuch confiderable colonies of the Jews^ cfpecially at An¬ 
tioch in Syria, that they became almofl as confiderable a part 
of thofe cities, as they were at Alexandria. Hence that na¬ 
tion came to fpread themfelves over Syria and Lejer Afta, 
whilft Judtsa became yet thinner of its own inhabitants, till 
it was again recovered by Ptolemy j after which they came ftill 
over to him from the provinces of Antiochus, and incrcafed 
the number of thofe whom he found in Babylon •, from all 
whom he received fuch confiderable’ fervices, that he fpared 
no favours nor encouragement to bind them tp his interefi. 

Year of Soon after the recovery of Judaa by Ptolemy Safer, died 
the flood Simon the Jewijh high-prieft, in the ninth year of his pon- 
205^- lificate ^ He Jvad fucceeded his father Onias, and had been 
Bef. Chr. eminent for his fandlity and integrity, which (hone in all 
Z92. I, ig actions, that lie was furnamed thejujl. PJe was tlie firll 

pontift of that name, and the excellent charadler, which thfi 


higlMprieft 
dies. * 


* See before, vol. ix. p. 174, & feq. & notes, 
chron. 


* Euseb. 


/e»zji!’s kindnefs drew into Egypt, 
Jofephus {5) mentions Hetachias, 
one of the chief priefts, a man of 
learning and probity, and about 
fixty years of age, who became 
acquainted with Hecata:us the 
Abderiu, a perfon trained up un¬ 
der Alexander the Great, and now 
in great credit at the Egyptian 
court. Him Hezechias did fo 
well inform of thejeligion, laws, 
and cuttoms of the Jc’ixs, that he 
wrote a hiftory of that nation, 
down frSm Abrahctm to his time. 
The book Is now loft; but Jo- 


ftphus quotes fo many palTages 
out of him in favour of the Jcvjs, 
that an heathen writer, who lived 
in ‘Trajan'^ lime, did very much 
queftion eitlicr the genuinefs of 
the book, or the fincerity of the 
autlior (6). Had he been better 
acquainted with them, he would 
never have called either in que- 
ftion; and it is more than pro- 
■ bable, that Hecatmes'i high opi¬ 
nion of them procured the nation 
greater favours from Ptolemy, 
than they miglit have otherwife 
met with. 


(5) Lib, i, font, Agien, 


(6) UettKn.Phil. agud Origen, font. Cdf, lib.l, 

authoi 
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author of Eccleftajilcus gives of him u, flicws, how highly he 
deferved the furiiame which his nation had given him. But 
he was no lefs remarkable for his other virtues, as a Jewifn 
prince and governor; witnefs his repairing and fortifying the 
temple and the city with high and ftrong mil , his famous 
aftern covered with brafs, which hecaufed to be made in Jcru~ 
as arefervoir for water, and which was of fuch capacious 
circumference, that the author above-qi.oted conipares it coa fca; 
but his moft confiderable work was, the finifliiiig the canon 
of the Old ’Tejiament, of which we have already fpoken (L). 
He left a fon, named Qmas j but he being then but an infant, 
Bleazar^ Simonas brother, was fubftituted high prieft in his 
Head. He executed this office fifteen years, but with this 
difference ; that whereas all the high-priefts before had fat as 
prefidents of the fynagogue, or grand council of the Jrzvs, 
Simon was fuccecdcd in this laft dignity bv one Jntigonus of 
Soebo^ a perfon of great learning and piety w. This man, who 

” Ch. 1 . i, & feq. De hoc vid. lib. Juchafm, Shalfhel. El. 

Levxta. in Cabbala, & al. 


(L) It has been already ob- 
ferved, that the^ books of /li/'-sr, 
N.Emiahf and of the Chronicles^ 
could not have been inferted into 
the cafloH by thofe two infpired 
writers ; firli, bccaufe there are 
in them fonie niargiiial correc¬ 
tions, which nmlt have been in- 
fcffted by fome of ihcir fuccef- 
fors; and, fecondly, becaufc fome 
genealogies are earned down 
vallly beyond- their time, fome 
even to that of Alexander the 
Great *. 

The boo'k of RJlher likcwife 
feems to have been written after 
their time, and, as fome think, 
the prophecies of Malachi. A% 
therefore this Simon the 'Jufi is 
by all the mentioned as flie 
laft of the great fynagogue wc 
have elfewhere fpoken of, and * 
was a man of fuch eminent piety 
and learning, it is not unrear 
fonable to ffippofe, that he put 
the finilhmg ftroke to the facred 

* Su before />. 198 , fA fef, 

Mijhna 117 fi’HJf Mji7ior in jsm, h 


code, either by inferting the books 
above-mentioned, or, if they had 
been received before, by reviling 
and giving his faiuition to them. 

from this pontificate is dated 
the completing of the lacred ca¬ 
non of thejO/// Trfiament, which 
was thenceforward received and 
conveyed without revilal or cor- 
redlion. From this timcthcy/ivi/h 
dodlor.s applied thcmfelves w holly 
to ftudy, explain, and comment 
upon'them; and their expofitions 
wc.-e in time received with as 
much fubjnillion, as the facred 
books themfclves. 

Yie have formerly taken no¬ 
tice of fevcral gi^at benefits, 
which hctivcn poured down on 
the ytws, during hi< pontificate 
(7). The Yfllmudijls have col- 
Icdtcd a much greater number 
of them, equally lurprifingbut 
for which we fhall refer the cu¬ 
rious reader to their books (8). 

(") rV. ill. 4S, fib Jin, note (T). 
I'.ipLi,'. 

the 
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the yt:uus tell us, was the nialtcr of Caddoc, the chief of the 
Sadduceivi fe<Sl, taught, that our ferving of God ought to be 
fice, cither fiom flavifh fear of punifhment, or from felhfh 
hope of reward ; and be wholly difinterefled, and flow from 
the pure love and fear of that Supreme Being. Hence his 
TJ/y? o/t/jf(}ifcipje being unable to relifli fuch a fpiritual doftrinc, took it 
Sadda- big bead, that his mafter meant no more by it, than that 

there were ncitlier rewards nor punifhments, nor even life 
after this j which notion became in time fo general among the 
richer fort of Jcivs, that they monopolized all the great places 
in church and flate, as we ihall fee in due time (M). 

Year of Ptoiemyj furnamed Philadelphus, having fuccecdcd bis father 
tlie flood jj^ J\:^ypty the yeu'S found in him as great a prote6ior, as they 
206 f. bad in Ptolemy Soter-y and with this advantage, that the fon, 
^ great lover of learning, and upon the point of rearing 
; his noble library Alexandriay as we have elfewhcre deferibed*, 
Ptolemy oblige them with greater favours than any of his 

riiiladcl- ptedeceflbrs had done, in order to obtain from them a copy 
phus a ^he facred books, to be tranflated into Greedy and dcpofitcd 
%rf'iu there among that iniincnfe number of volumes, which he had 
ynendto procured from all parts of the world. This verfion is that. 


phus a 
great 
j)lend to 
the. JeVV^. 


Sec vol. ix. p. 370, & fcq. 


(M) Ant'igonm by this became 
head of a new kind of fynagogue, 
which continued from this time 
to that of yth;iJab diakkadqfljy 
the compiler of the Mijhna, as tlic 
old one had from to Simm 
the Jujl. The difterence betw eeii 
them was, that the olJ one had 
bellowed their time and labour 
in collecting, revifing, and com¬ 
pleting the canon ot the Old Tc- 
fiament ; the latter were wholly 
employed in expounding and 
commenti’ upon it. Thcfc 
therefore, wiiom the authors of 
the Ne^'j Pejlamcnt call by dif¬ 
ferent names, fuch as doilcr^, 
feribes, lawyers, rulers, and fneh- 
like, afl'eiled to <?.tll theinfclves 
Ti'twiiim, or traditlonalifl*' (o\ 
bccaufc they handed down llidr 
cxpofition:. and doftrmes by oral 


tradition to their difeiplea j and 
their authority once quo.cd in 
any of their fchools upon any 
point, either, put an end to the 
controverfy, or the recufant was 
looked upon as an apollate from 
his maflcr; and as all other dif- 
putes in political affairs were to 
be decided by the law pf God, 
of which thefe Tannaim were the 
interpreters, fo they were chofen 
alfo to aflift, and fome of tlie 
moft confiderable for learning, 
zeal, lAc. to prefide in ail the 
courts of judicature, from the 
fanlicdrin or great council of the 
rition, confining of feventy-two, 
dow'n to the more inferioi' ones, 
which they had in every city ; 
and upon this account they were 
alfo called counfcllors (i). 


(9) ytd. 'fx.rabb. fa:. ‘371, 

JtxiJ, jc. jiltii \ . 34. 


(1) Sit Mark XT. 43. Lvkc 
which 
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whicli is commonly Jknown by the name of Septuaglnt: our 
great Ujhcr places the making of it in the feventh year of that 
monarch’s reign : we have already mentioned fomething of it 
in the place above-quoted, where we promifed to fpcak more 
fully of it in this chapter. ' And indeed, wher we confidcr 
. how much this performance has been celebrated, not only hy ^naccnmit 
the moft learned JeuuiJh writers, but alfo by the antient 
thers, as well as many celebrated mod :rns; how much it 
been extolled, as a work manifellly condufted by a mira- 
culous providence, and as fuch referred to and quoted, both by 
our Saviour and his apoftles, and by all the primitive writers 
of the Chriftian church ; it will perhaps be expcdled, that we 
fhould be fomewhat copious upon it. But when wc 
on the other hand, that all thofe extravagant cncomiafts have 
not only blindly followed their romantic leader, but have in 
many cafes embelliftied his furprifing account of tliis tranf- 
a£fion j that Arijieasy the firft broacher of this hiftury, lias 
only covered himfelf with the perfonage, if not with mmtncatithr 
of a heathen writer, and an officer of Ptolemy*& guards, thati/zr 
he might be the more liberal of his incenfe to the feivljh na- l.ilons 
tion; that he is guilty of fcvcral flagrant anachronilrnr, and 
a manifelf falfliood at the very threfliold of his account, where 
he makes Demetrius Phalcreus the fuppofed promoter of this 
great work, a*great favourite of the king, when the contrary 
plainly appears I'rom what we have already faid on tliut head 
in a fSimer volume 'f ; when wc conflder that 'Jofephus, Jri-BlirJiy' 
Jtohulus^ a fewiflj peripatetic philofophcr, Philo^ the Talmu- foUonved 
dijisy and other rabbies, cither only copied, or in fdme cafcs6’ 
improved upon him; and laftly, that thofe antient fathers, 
fuflin Martyr^ Irenaus, Cyril, Cbryfojhm, Aujlin, Epipha-^^'^'l 
nius, and others, have too greedily I'vvallowcd* up the JevniJJj 
account of this-pretended miraculous vcrlion, by reafon of the 
preference which Chrifl: and his apofllcs fLcni to have given 
it cither to the original, or to the otlier vcrfions then extant 
(not perhaps fo much upon its being more authentic than any 
of them, much lefs than the original, .ns becaufc it was the 
moft in vogue, and heft underftood by the geneiahty of the 
fews)’, we hope, upon all thefe confulcrations, our readeis 
will eafily cxcufe our not entering into fo fpicioiis a field, and 
be content with the fuccinil account wc fliall now give them 
of it in the note (N). 

All 


y Ibid. p. 378, & feq. 


(N) The account we have of Arijleas^ and out of thofe otlier 
this verlion, ©ut of the book authors who have followed him, 
which goes under the name of is in fubftance as follows; PtoUrry 

PhiUidAphvs, 
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All that we fliall add here, will be two or three remarks 
concerning this work. The firft is, that there was ne«r 

that 

PhilaJelphttSy a great lover of Ji’wijh nation, the king fent a 
learningjwas enriching the noble fplendid embafly, laden with pre- 
library which had been begun by tents, to Eleazar the thtnye^wi/j 
his father, when Demetnas Pha- hieh-priett ; who on his fide rea- 
/trfus, who had the ini'peftion of dily complied with the king’s 
that work, acquainted him, that requeft, and fent him with me 
tlicre were certain books held copy of the facred books, written 
facred among the y^ws, which in letters of gold, feventy-two 
highly^ deferved a place in his well fkilled in the Hebrew 

collection, if they could by any and Greek tongues, and a letter 
means be procured. Headvifed of thanks for his noble prefents, 
him at the fame time of a me- in which he congratulated him on 
thod, in all likelihood the moft his glorious undertaking, ‘and 
effectual, to prevail upon the wifhed him good fuccefs in it. 
ymvijh fanhedrin to fend thofe Ptolemy received the interjire- 
volumcs, together with a fufficient ters with uncommon refpcCl,,and 
number of learned men to ^lex- paid fuch a regard to the facred 
avdria, to tranflate them into volume, that be bowed himfelf 
Greek; namely, by a general re- feven limes down to the ground 
demption of all the yiwijh cap- before it; after which he cater- 
tives that had been taken during tained his guelis with fiiitable 
the late w'ars. magnificence feven .days fuccef- 

Upon inquiry, the number of fively, affuring them, hat he 
them was found to amount to fiiould efteem the day of their 
about an hundred thoufand ; at arrival as an addition to the glory 
which Ptolemy was fo far from of hi.s^ reign. ’I'hcy w-cre con- 
being difeouraged, that he caufed dufted three days after into the 
an edict to be ilfucd out for a to- ifland of Pharosy wliidi flood 
tal rcleafe, andthefum of twenty about feven furlongs from /Ilex- 
drachms per head to be paid for and/ /V, where Demetrius placed 
their redemption out of his own them in a fumptuous edifice, 
treafury j fo that the whole conveniently fituated near the 
amounted to fix hundred and Ihorc, and where they fet im- 
fixty talents, yp/ephusy who has mediately about the work, 
only ab”dged that author, doth 'I'lnnr method, according to 
yet diner from him, in that he Jhijieusy was to fit at it from fix 
makes the price of every redeemed in the morning to three in tlic 
Have to have been an hundred and afternoon; after which they re- 
twenty drachms, and yet the fum turned into tlie city, where they 
total to have amounted but to . had their victuals and other ne- 
four hundred and fixty talents, ceflkries prepared for them at 
though there were, according to the Ifing’s e.vpcnce. WJienevcr 
him,an hundred and twenty thou- any difficulty was ftarted, they 
fund perfons relcafed (2}. debated it in a full aflembly; 

After tliis fignal favour to the lyid when the point was fettled, a 

(:) Antiq. 1. xii. c. 2. 


fair 
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that time averfion maJeof the facrcdii/^rimubooks intoGm’/-, 
and with which the hcllcnift "Jews were fo highly delighted, 

that, 


fair tranfcript was made, and 
lent to Demetrius, till the whole 
verfion \^ as finilhed, which took 
up only feventy or feventy-two 
days. 

Philo, an Jihxandrian Jenv, 
who was fent on an embaliy to 
Cuius Cuyfi?', foon after our Sa¬ 
viour’s death, has greatly im¬ 
proved tlie llrory of AriJieaSy and 
fpeaks of this verfron as alioge- 
ther miraculoii.s (3); for he adds, 
that upon comparing the fevcral 
ijitcrpretations of thofc feventy 
men, which, according to him, 
had been carried on by each of 
them feparalcly, there was not 
found fo mucli as the difi'crcncc 
of a word between them all; but 
that they l:ad rendered every pe¬ 
riod, not only in the fame Itnfc, 
but in the fame p’lirafe, word, and 
order, tliiroughout the whole; 
from whence he infers, that they 
were divinely infpired. He men¬ 
tions nothing qS. Arijieus, 

or Dttfutrius Phil/, reus, probably 
bccaufe he would not be fu- 
fperted of having copied and in- 
larged the former. 

yujtinMart\}iy*\\o has adopted 
tins, extraordinary addition of 
Philo, tells us (4), that Ptolemy 
had caufed the interpreters to be 
Ihut up, each in a feparatc (ell, 
to prevent their communicating 
their thoughts to one another ; 
that, by the conformity of their 
feveral tranflations, he might the 
more cafily judge of the faith- 


fulnefs of the w'hole verfion. He 
adds, that when li.-.y came to be 
comp.arcd together, there was 
filth an e.vad conformity be¬ 
tween ,hem all, that the king, 
who looked upon it as altogether 
miraculous, fent the interpreters 
home laden with honour, and 
with the richell prefents; and 
received their writings with ih.it 
veneration w’hich was due to 
books divinely infpired. 

His account of this verfon i., 
fometvliat different in another 
work of his(j), where he tells 
us, that Ptolemy fent to fhred 
king of the Je :ej, for thofc facreJ 
books; and thaf,upon their being 
lent in their original tongue and 
cliaradcr, whuh were unknown 
in Egypt, he Jiad been forced to 
fend to him for Ibme interpreters 
to trr.nllate them into Qrek •, 
wliicii being likevvife complied 
with, copic.s of that verfion were 
ftill every where to be feen in the 
hands of the liellenift^i'ivj in his 
time. 

After this amjde teftimony of 
that good and learned martyr, 
ivc need not wonder if fo many 
antient fathers (6) have embraced 
the llory, and looked upon tl:at 
verfion as divinely infpired; and 
fome of them have given it even 
the preference to the original, in 
thole places wlierc the diiicrcnce 
between them could not be re- 
concilf'd (y). Ep'ph -viuj, who 
lived about the Idle of the 


h 'lit, 1 . l<-gat. ad Cjefjr. (4) Ctl ad T,«. 

^^d'al iun.'t'tyfion. (•) (!>) fo*;f liifej. /i. isi. 

Ciem, ytteKunn rmit, M. i. Hi tar. in Vf. li. 1$ (.kxm- Cyril fl-er put Catre. 

yiuyttjl. iii-i*, 1 . w\'\, c V- D.'cc'/fr'd- ti-'uni elij}, r.bt}, tSjf 1!/. I’h.l.ilh, 
Brixie.if ia if. 50, yid. Crid. i-jw.-iV. j..h am. 2-f^7j /Vy ml. jl, 
lltlay. in J'j. txjiX'. 
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/J feaft that, Vhih tells US \ they Inflituted an annual feafl: in memory 
iinJfift of it, and made a yearly vilit, in folcinn proceffion, to the ifle 
hpt in me- of 

mory cf * In vit, Mofis, 

that vir- 

fion. third century, and pretends to both with the Ilebrcvj, and with 
have preferved the letter which each other, to fuch a degree of 
Pioltmy wrote to the to exaftncfs, that Ptelemy looked 

obtain this verfion from them, upon tliofe interpreters as di- 
has given us a copious account vinely infpired, and caufed their 
of it (8) i and to what has been feveral works to be depofited in 
faid by ylrijleasy and the other his library of Bruchium^ which, 
authors above-mentioned, has ad-‘ as we have obferved in th % hiftory 
ded fome other circumllanccs by of Epypt (9), held the firrt, as that 
way of improvement; fuch as which was called Serap<eum, held 
that there were hut thirty-fix the fecond rank, 
cells, into which the interpreters 'I’he Tahnuds of 'Jcrttfalem and 
'were fliut up by two in each; Babylon in moft of thefe 
that they liad no windows, but particulars .-ibove-mentioned; but 
received their light from the top pretend that Ptolemy fent for thofe 
by (ky-Iights; that each couple had feventy-two 'Jtnx-ijh elders, with- 
a book given them to tranflate, out .acquainting them what work 
which when finiihcd, was con- he cltfigncd to fei tliein upon, 
vev cd to the next cell,and fo on to till they v/cre arrived at dlcxan- 
the third, fourth, &c. and rlionce diir. when he t.iulecl them to be 
ro all the rt-ll ; by which means all lliut up, ta.'Ii in a feparate 
each hook was tranflated thirty- cell, and gave them the facred 
fix limes; that they were con- books ro iianllatc. 
fined to their work from morning LalHy, and to name no more, 
to evening; after which each ^t.Chintnt Alexandria 
couple was conveyed in a fepa- Pujibius (2), quote fome frag- 
rare boat to the royal palace; mentsoutofoncy/r/y.'c/^/./iT.'.sape- 
wherethey fupped with the king; ripateticytae o\' AUxamtna^ who 
after which they were Ihut up, is faid to have written a comment 
each in their feparate chamber, on the peniatcucn, and to have 
till the next d.ay, when they were dedicated it to Ptolemy Philome- 
again conveyed to their relpe6\ive tor, to whom he had been tutor, 
cell:. In whieJj dedication he mentions 

When the whole book of the this Ge,ek verfion, which had 
Old 'left ■ C 7 it had gone through been made by Ptolemy's com- 
the thirty-lix couple®, their vei- mand, and under the diredtion 
fions w^ere read before the king, of Dimetrius Phalerevs. 
by thirty-fix reader^ wiiilit a I'he two fathers above-men- 
rhlrty-fevenlh held the original in tior.cd quote this comment to 
bis hand, with which they w'ere prove the poflibility of 
comparccl; and at the end were ras, Plato, an«l other Greek phi- 
found to agree in every rel'pcdt, lofophers, having taken moft of 

f?,) !•’ h!'. tit fiBKiicr. c» ptefjur. n. <j, £? /I 7 . (9I Vi Ifnp. vd. ix. *. 371. 

(I) XrJt. >, ' i’'i Cii"." ch'-j'-.d, (J prnpar, evanptJ. l.yiu 

(. II. vm. f. 9, a’'b> 
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of Pham, where it had been made by the feventy-two Ifrarl- 
iujl) cldeis : whereas th ‘ more zealous Hebraizing 'Jrjos, who 
looked upon it as a vile profanation of their holy religion, 
concei\red fuch horror againft it, that they infti*-itcd a fall in 
memory of it. Thefe even add, that the day on which it 
was be'^an, proved as fatal to the Ifraelites, as that on which 
Jeroboam fet up the golden calves ^tDan and Bctbrl, and that 
the (ky was covered with thick darknels three days fuccelTivcly'i. 

'I'he Samarifans have likewife laid claim to the glory of this Samari¬ 
tans liiy 

» In lib. Sopherim. Vid. & Scalicer. not. in chron. Euseb. 
fub ann. 1134. 

their philofophy out of the facred falfe, and all of them calculated 
volumes, fince they had been to advance tire credit of the 
tranllated fo long before in that Jetts. 

known language. TJie vah c.xpcnce which he 

The reader may fee by what makes Ptch?ny to liave been at, 
has been extrafted out of all to get this verfioii perfefted, and 
thofe authors, both JtmoiJh and which, put together, and com- 
Cbrijitan, that the ftory of this puted at the moft m'oderate rate, 
verfien has gained confiderably mull have amounted to near two 
by every hand it has gone millions fterling j the fending for 
through; and this improvement, feventy-two ciders, that is, fix 
as well as fome other variations out of each of the twelve tribes, 
which are found among thofe at a time, when the mimes and 
writers* is one main argument tribes of Jjroel were abfoibed 
why the far greater part of our into that of Jc-xs ; the extraor- 
modern critics reject it as a Jtoy- dinary anfwers which thofe in- 
ijh device, calculated to advance terpreters are faid to have given 
the glory of that nation. extempore to the king’s qccilions; 

But this is noc the only plau- and lallly, the llory of Demi trim 
fible argument againft it. We Pbokran being I'uch a gteat fa 
have obferved, in the text above, vourite with that monarclx; and 
fome material objeflions that are the vi^fory which the latter is 
juftly urged againft the pretended there afiirmcd to h.ave gained at 
Afijleas, who is the firft writer fea over Antigmivi, and which is 
of this ftory; particularly, that mentioned by no other writer; 
he was a Jit» in difguife, not- all thefe, put together, render the 
withftanding his pretending to be whole account very incredible, 
an heathen, and qne of Ptolemy'^ But our defign is not here to 
guards: and this appears firft confute it, but to diicfl our rea- 
from his ftyle, which is fraught 1 ders to thofe author.^ who have 
both V. ith hcbraifms, and with writen more copioufly on that 
^ panegyrics on the nation, fubjedl, and which he will find 

2. The praifes he,gives the £^7- below (3). 
ftian king and court are moftly 

(5) Pin. fiiipt, tcihj.afl. f'nrt, 1, c. 6. h’Jl. < I. i'. 

c Z. I j/ci. IL’iiJ, j Pr,d, t'jrrti jub a, A. C. -’7- Cain't /'•; t.- i 

R 2 verfion. 



U44 


^he Hifiory of the Jews. B. II. 

verfion, and pretend that their high-prieft, as W6ll as that of 
the fewsy having been invited by Ptolemy to come at the head 
of a number of learned men to carry on the work, upon a 
review of both tranflations^ that of the Samaritans had been 
preferred to the feivijh one, and placed in the library pf the 
Egyptian monarch 

But whether all the books of thzOlelTeJiamentyfcxetrzxii-- 
lated at once, and by the fame fet of men, or, as fome con¬ 
tend for, only the five books of Mofes^ wc have no fufiicient 
ground to affirm :«the latter doth, however, appear the more 
probable of the two from the difference of ftyle and exa^lnefs, 
which manifefily appears in them j for that of the pcntateuch 
is not only more faithful and agreeable to the original, but 
feems fomewhat more antient, and in the Alexandrian dialeft 5 
whereas that of the other books is more loofe and incorredf, 
and fometimes renders the fame Hebrew word differently from 
that of the Mofaic ones, which feems to intimate, that they 
had been done by different hands, and at fome diftance of 
time. Thus much, however, is more than probable upon the 
whole, that if the firft verfion went no farther than the pen- 
tatcuch, the hellcnift fewsy who found fo great a benefit from 
it, did not go long without having all the reft of the facred 
volume tranflated into the fame tongue. ^ 

Our next remark is, that the learned TJJher has fixed the 
time of this verfion to this year, as he believed the main part 
of the hiftory, which wc have under the name of At ijleat^ 
to be true and genuine ; for, had be placed it later, it could 
not have coincided with the time of Eleazar^ who is there 
mentioned as the fewijh high-prieft, who fent the feventy- 
two tranflators into Egypty and who died about the beginning 
of the following year; and, had he placed it earlier, it would 
have been before Ptolemy had married his fitter Arjime where¬ 
as the JewiJb pontiff is there introduced as complimenting thill 
princeis, in his letter to the king, as his fitter and queen. 

Oum laft and moft material remark is, that whatever won¬ 
ders and fables the fews may have invented, and the ChriJU- 
am fwi-llowed, concerning this verfion, yet it was not with- 
‘ out the condud of the divine Providence, that thefe facred 
books were tranflated into a tongue fo univerfally known and 
Tpoken, fo many centuries L efore the completion of thofe 
prophecies, which they contained, and which were in due 
time to be fulfilled by and under the proqtifkd Meifiah. Had 
thofe divine oracles been ftill kept in the hands of the fewsy 
and in their original Hebrew^ till the preaching of the gofpel,/ 
they muft have loft a very confiderable part of their evidence i 

• ^ Lib, JosuE fup. chat, 

whichi 
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which, by their being prom it^d in fa kn jwn a language, 
and difperfcd fo far and wide, is now rendered unqueftionable 
and irrefragable (O). ^ 

We return now to the reign oi-Ptokmy, under whofe benign ]ewtligh- 
inAuetjice the enjoying all the tranquilll * they could 

wifli, made ufe of that interval toftudy and explain the facred h I’tO' 
books. TheV kept open fchools, znd Antigonus Sochirus was^®™/* 
at the head of them : he died in great eft^em of his nation, 
though Sadoc^ and another difciple, named Baithusy forfook 
him,and his doctrine,to fpread their own new-fangled epicurifm. 

He liad two fuccellbrs, namely Jofeph the fon.of Joazery who 
took the title of NaJJi or prince, and Jofeph the fon oi^John, 
who took that of Ab-beih dlny or father or prcfident of the 
fanhedrin ; and thefe jointly read their public hdlures at* 
Jerufalem The Jewijh chronologers laft-quoted place An- 
tigonus's death about the end of the twentieth year of Ptolemfs 
reign. 

* Pirke, Abboth. Juchalin, & al. fup. citat. 


(O) The reader will doubtlefs 
agree, that, without fuch a ver- 
fion and publication of that (ii- 
cred volume, it would have been 
extremely diffiAdt, notwithlland- 
iiig the nianifell i.mpofllbility of 
a con^binatioii between the yews 
and the Ghriflians, to have per- 
fuaded an unb(‘'’':ving worTd,that 
thofe prophecies had not been 
flamped, after their completion, 
asP<?;-^^y;7,and other enemies of 
Chriftianity, abfurdly affirmed : 
whereas this verfion, and univer- 
fal difperfion of them through fo 
many diilant parts of the known 
world, put it beyond all que- 
10 :ion, that they were previous to 
their Completion, at leaft by fome 
centuries; and oweconfcqucntly 
their origin to perfons divinely 
inlpired. We have had occnfion 
to ipeak of feveral of them in 
foine of the former volumes? 
thofe that relate more particular¬ 
ly to the Meffiah, will be beft 
feen in the fequel of this chap¬ 
ter. We'Oiali only obferve,with 
refpe£); to the latter, that when 
the primitive fathers, who were 


ignorant of the Hebrew ^ quoted 
thofe prophecies from this^^/r»<z- 
verfion, many of the hellenift 
found them feh'es fo ftreight- 
ly pinched by them, that they 
grew as much out of conceit 
with it, as they had before ad¬ 
mired it. This diflike produced 
three other verfions of it, which 
were afterwatds known by the 
names of their authors, Aquila, 
Tbeodetion and Symmuchus, and, 
no' unlikely alfo.thatdifcordance, 
which is found in the various 
manuferipts of the old one, 
the antienteft and molt correCt of 
aU which, in the judgment of 
thofe who have thoroughly exa¬ 
mined it, is that which is krowu 
by the name of Alexandriavy 
and is now in the king’s library 
at St. yamrs's. A further dif- 
quifition upon this head would 
doubtlefs be o«it of our province; 
and it is, we hope, fuificient to 
have referred our readers in the 
foregoing note to thofe critics 
who have treated of it more at 
large. 

.Qn 


R 
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ijr.Antio- On the other hand, fome other contending monarchs fhew- 
chus ed no lefa a dcfire to ingratiate thcmfelves to the Jews: par- 
Thcos. ticularly Antlochui^ furnamed Thcos^ or the God, and grandfon 
of Selcucus, granted to thofe of Ionia the fame privileges and 
franchifes with the Greeks. This prince held out a long and 
bloody war againft Ptoletny Philadelphus, which was at length 
terminated by a treaty of marriage, wherein the former was 
to niarry Berenice the daughter of the latter, and to repudiate 
his firft wife Laodicea j but he having broken his contract by 
a ferics of enormous murders, as we have elfewhcrc related 
was become fo odious to all his fubjefls every-where, that 
Ptolemy EuergeUs, who had fucceeded his father in Egypt, 
cal'ily dirpoflVUcd him of the provinces of Syria and Cilicia, 

, befides feveral other cities of Afiu ; all which readily opened 
their gates to him upon his firft appearing. Euergetes, in his 
return from all thefe conquefts, paft through Juda’a in his 
W’ay to Egypt i and coming to Jerufalcm, offered a’ great 
number of f.icrificcsat the temple there, as an acknowlcgcmcnt 
for his kite fucceflts ' (P). 

Soon after Elcaxar died, and Gnias, though above thirtv 
years of age, was fonie rcafon or other, K-t by from the 
Manaffes high-prieti bond to make way for his gicat untie’A/i.y/r/yJ'f'r, 
madeki^h-the foil of Jaddua^ the uncle of Simon the jnjl \ but 
prieji. vnffis^ being then very old, enjoyed it but a li'ttle wJiile ; and 
Onias left it to Onias, who afeended the pontifical chair in the 
/!-;;r^’-/';7V.thirty-fecond year of liis age, and in the thirty-fixth of Pto- 
Year of iany phiUuklpbus^ but in an unlucky hour Vor the Jews. 
the flood 0 ,;ias, who was of a bafe, Ic-rdid fpirit, ncgleded every thin'r 
but lyarclingup of treafiire, and was like U) have ruined thS 
Lef. Chr. Jcveijl his avarice, had not a near relation of his 

^'W 3 - found out a notable expedient to favc itt. 

Jud.ta had till then been taxed at the yearly tribute of 
twenty talents of filver, which fum his predcccffors had con- 
IhintJy paid to the kings of Egypt j but Onias growing more 


* See before, vol. ix. p, 1 g6, & feq. 
Apion. b ii. ^ Id. antiq, I. xii. c. 3. 


Joseph, cont. 


(P) It is thought,that this pre- 
fcicncc, which that prince fliew^ 
cd to the Cjod of Ij'rnel before 
the deities of Egypt^ was owing 
to his having been fhewed the 
propliecicb of Daniel^ in which 
thofe great and fwift conquefts 
bad been foretold. By this time, 
Onias II. the unworthy fon of 
Simon the juft, was entered into 

j 


the pontifical office. During his 
minority, his uncle Eleaxar, the 
brother of Simon, had been in- 
'Vefted with that dignity, as was 
lately hinted, and enjoyed it near 
thirty years; it is during his pon¬ 
tificate that th&Septuagint vcrfion 
above-mentioned is Spooled to 
have been made. 

covetous^ 
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covetous, as he grew olJcr, had funk that mone^Mnto \\\^Hisfofdid- 
own coffers, infteacj ot ienciirg it to the king’s treafuiy. Hc>w7/r/j like 
long he bad gone on in „rrears, our author doth not tell us i ha-ve been 
but they were grown to fuch an height, that Ptole?ny EncrgctcsS'ftnlto 
thought fit to fend Jthenwh one of the officers of his court, 
demand them of that pontiff, threatening him at the f.une 
time, that if they were not immediately paid, he would drive 
all theymr out of their country, an 1 repeoplc it with new 
colonies of his own. This threatening and unexpe^ied de¬ 
mand put the whole city into the utmoft conflernation ; and 
Oniau who valued neither his dignity nor nation, in compari- 
fbn of his money, was the only perfon who remained infen- 
fible ot the danger j being rcfolved to facrifice both to the rc- 
fentrnent of that prince, rather than refund any part of his 
ftolen pelf. His fifter had then a fon by her husband Tobias^ 
who, though young, was highly eftcemed for his p'Cty, 
jufticc, and prudence: he was then at his counlry-fcat,whither 
his mother fent him word of the peril in which her hroiher's 
fordidncfs was like to involve the whole nation. (that Jofeph’.? 

was the noble youth’s name) loft no time to come and to 

ftulate with his uncle. He upbraided him in the ftrongeft'^"'^^ 
terms for bafely preferring his ill-gotten riches to the facred- 
nefs of Jiis fuiuftion, the fafety of his country, and efpccially 
of his fricnds*and relations ; and, finding him deaf to ail he 
urged, advifed him at leaft to take a journey into Egypt^ 
and tndeavour to obtain a reiniffion, either of the whole, or 
part of the debt. All the atifwer he could get from the refty 
old pontiff was, that he never coveted cither his dignity or 
government; and that he was refolved to forego them both, 
ra^jier than take fuch a long journey. Tliere being no remedy Goes inti 
left, but to offer himfelf to go and apply to the Egypt!an 
monarch, he cafily obtained his uncle’s confent to it. He 
then convened the people in the temple, at that time the ufual 
place for holding their public affemblics; and there endeavoured 
to diflipate their fears, by promifing them, that he would fliort- 
ly go down into Egypt^ and find fome effe6lual means, if 
they approved of his enterprize, to reconcile the king to 
them. 

His propofal having been received with univcrfal applaufe, 
yofeph went immediately to Athenian, invited him to his houfe, 
and entertained him in a fumptuous, but obliging manner, all 
the reft of the time he ftayed in 'Jcrnfalem ; *and, upon his de¬ 
parture, -made him feveral confiderable prefents. This noble 
carriage failed not to have the defued effeif. The Egyptian jUs fuctefi 
deputy promifed to fet the whole maLer in a favourable light there. 
before the king ; and fojeph, on the other hand, promifed to 
ollow him foon after, and to give that monarch full fatisfailion 
* R 4 for 
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for all that had pallid during his uncle’s government, iJoth 
thefe punctually performed their promile : Jthenion, upon 
his arrival at court, louiily exclaimed agamlt Omas*s fordid- 
nefs, but faiJ at the fame time To many things in praife of his 
nephew, ihiit Plslemy had already conceived an high efteem for 
him ; and on the other hand, having borrowed twenty 

thouland iiiaiks from the bankers of Samaria^ fet out for 
Alexandria with an bandfomc etjuipage. H' w he was received, 
and wl.at fuccelshe met with, at the Egypium court, we have 
feen elft where * : fothat, having by bis addrefs obtained the 
farming of the provinces of Ccelefyria^ Pheeniday fudciay 
and Samarioy and borrowed a conlidcrable fuin ot his Epypiian 
friends, he returned Xoferujalem, attended wiih an efcort of 
tw'o thoufand men, to aljill him in collecting the royal tribute, • 
and to punilli thofe who IhoiiIJ refufe to pay it : the fuccefs 
of whofe comrnillion the reader may fee in the note (Q_). 


* Vol.ix. p. 391, &fcq. 

( Q ) The Afcalovitcs were during which time he gained an 
thefirft who felt the fevere efTedls immenfe treafure, under the 
of hib authority. They had not reigns of three Ptohmiesy name- 
only difubeyed his commands, Jy Euergetfs, Philopatory and 
but had even loaded him with piphnnes, the fon oi Philametory 
bitter inveClives, fothat, to pre- who was djfpoAefled of thole pre¬ 
vent tlie jnfedioii fpreading tur- vjnccs hy Antiochus the (heat, as 
thcr, he was forced to make a we Jiavc fliewn in a tormci chap- 
feverc example of them to the ter. After which Bpiphanes 
TcU. He caufed twenty of the having again recovered tliein by 
ringleaders to be hanged, and a marriage with Antiuchui'% 
conhfeated their eAates, out of daughter, he was alio reilored 
which he fent a thoufand talents to his farms, and enjoyed tltem 
to the king, wit|i an account of many years after, even, as our 
what he had done. He treated Jeuei/h hiftoriaii tells us, to the 
the inhabitants of Scythopolis af- day of his death. The reader 
ter the fame manner; and thefe. may fee w'hat we faid on this 
were the only ones that ventured head in the place above quoted, 
to follow thofe of Afcalon : the Joftph by this lime had feven 
reft brir.g all overa^ved, did . fons by one of his wives, and an 
willingly open their gates, and eighth named Hyrcany by his 
pay their taxes; znAyofpb, at brotherSf//«ai’sdaughter,whom 
the fame time that he nmitted he had made him marry, inhead 
them into Egypty did Jrom lime of a beailtilul Egyptian dancer, 
to time lend lome“prcfents to his ^yofephy whilft in Egypt, had feen 
friends there, to keep np his in- this fair woman at iumc of the 
tereft at court. As for the king, public (hews, and was fallen in 
he was fo pleafcd with Tuch a love with her; he was afhamed 
confiderable augmentation of his to difeover his weaknefs to any 
revenue,that he continued him in but his brother, who promifed ro 
his ofEce two-and-twenty years, procure her to hinu but,inftead 
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In the interim, Ptolemy^ furnamed Philopator, fuccceded Ptolemy 
his father ' uergites in Egypt., not without Itrong fufpicion trf^^Philopa- 
his having dilpatched*him by poifon, as he was indeed profli-tor. 
gate enough forfuch a deed \ and Smonll had fuccceded his Simon II. 
lather Onias foon. after in the high-prietthood ar Jcuifaletn. hi^hpriefl. 
This pontiff was of a quite different fpirit from his iathei j lie Vc-ir of 
was a man of great piety and zeal, of fingular condu 6 l and the flood 
courage ; all which were put to a fevcieptoof, before he had 
palled the firft year of his pontificate. He was moreover free 
from that fordidnefs and avarice which had proved fo detri- ^37* 
mental to the JewiJh ftate during his father’s office for, be- 
lides thofc dangers which his wife nephew had the addrefs to 
avoid, they had fuffered a conffant leries of evils from the 
Samaritans, ever fince thefe lafl. came to he aware of the bafe- 
nefs of the Jewljh pontiff. Nothing lefs indeed could beex- 
pf'tffed from that exafperated nation, who watched ail oppor Jews .t'a- 
tunirics to vent their malice, llian that they fltould take ihcrajedfy 
advantage of their weak government to infiiare and opprei^ the Sama- 
them. Accordingly, JoJcphtis tells us, there was fcarcc aritans. 
year in which they did not make fome Jncurfion, ravage the , 
country, and carry away captives, during the whole time cl Judaea fa^ 
that cowardly prieff s. But, to return to Philcpator, vrrqjedhfto- 
may remember he was likely to have Xo^PaluJUne uy the trca-leiny Plii- 
cbery of Theodore, governor of Phoenicia, who had rebelled lopator. 
againff him, and engaged to put that p'ovince, together with . 
thofe t)f fudua and Ccelefyric:, into Jntiochus's hand«, 
lud always looked upon them as difmembered from his 
kingdom. 7'iie plot having been timely dilcovercd, Antio 
chits openly invaded .Galilee, took a great many cities on both 
fidcs 'Jordan, particularly Phikteria, on the north fide of the 
fea of Tiberias, Bethjhan, or Scythopoiis, oil the fouth, and 
ittabyrium, Itiongly fituated on mount Taber. , From thence 
he took all the land that had formerly belonged to the two 
tribes and half on the other fide Jordan ; but winter drawing 
near, he left five thoufand men there under the command of 
Hippolochus and Kernas, two other rcvoltcrs from Ptolemy, to 
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of her, he introduced his own' fuch a public aftrels. Jofeph, 
daughter into his bed j and, when fathfled with his rcafons, took 
the cheat was difeovered, Selinus his new wife home, and had this 
fo well cxpoftulated the matter* Hyrcanhy hccf who proved fuch 
with him, that he eafdy con- a proniiling youth, that he foon 
vinced him,^ that he had affed a ingrofltd his alFcAion from all 
friendly part in preventing his bisotherbrethren, and ihe fequel 
expofmg himlclf to the contempt will Ihew', jehat he was really de- 
of the Egyptians, by marrying ferving it ( 4 ). 

( 4 ) 7 ontiq. I xii. 0,4. 
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Antiochus keep the country in awe till the next fpring. By that time 
defeated Ptolemy came with fuch a powerful army againft him, that 
by Philo- he defeated him in a fet battle, and forced him out of thofc 
pator. provinces j after which all the cities readily opened their 
gates to the conqueror, and fent their embalfadors to make 
their fubmillion and prefents to him 

Jews, always attached to the Egyptians, were fomc 
of tile forwardeft to come and congratulate him upon his late 
fuccefs. They were kindly received by him, and, among 
ether marks of his favour, he told them, that he defigned to 
go to Jcrufalem, and offer his fdcriiices to their God. He 
did fo accordingly, and, bcfidcs a great number of victims 
which he there offered, he made fomc confidcrablc prefents to 
the temple ; but this munificence gave them but a Ihort-lived 
joy, which was foon after turned into the deepeft mourning. 
'Phe beauty of the temple, and the fplendid order and decency 
of its worlhip, unliappily raifed in the king a curiolity of 
pofaneJ feeing the inlidc ; ajiil Simon II. who then officiated as high- 
byhim. prieft, failed not to reprefent to him the facrednefs of the 

• place ; the entrance of v/hich was by their law forbid not only 

to ffrangers, but even to xXwJews themfelves, w'ho were not 
of tile faccrJotal order: he even ventured to denannee fomc 
heavy puni/hment from God, in cafe he prefumed to profane 
the temple ; whilft the priefts were humbly furrounding him to 
ohffrud his pafiage, and the peopIe,in the utmoft confternation, 
fending up their cries to heaven to avert his defign. All this 
oppolition made that obftinate monarch more refolute, and, 
//zj WK/VT'having forced bis way through the outward courts, he was 
fuluus p:i- going on to enter into the holy place itfelf, when God fmote 
nijkmenty him with fuch a dread and terror of mind, as put a full ffop 
to his further progrefs. He was carried out half-dead by his 
Gild re- attendants, and as foon as he was come to himfelf, inftead of 
juntmcnt adoring the powerful band that had fmitten him, he breathed 
againft the Qxxx, the moff. dreadful threats, not only againft thofe who had 
Jews, dared to oppofe his will, but againft the whole nation. Soon 
after which he departed from Jerufalem, full of the deepeft 
^ refentment, the fad effciffs of which he was not long before 
lie made them feel, by one of the dreadfulleft pcrfecutions 
Tne perfe-^^^ that unhappy nation had ever fuffered, but which was 
cution ftsp- happily flopped by the ffngi ’ar interpofition of providence. 
fed. Wchave given an account qf this wonderful change in the 
former volume' ; and all - that we fliall add here is, that as 
their conftancy to their religion had obtairicd this miraculous 
deliverance, it drew as heavy a punifhment on thofe who 
through fear had apoftatized from it. Ptolemy, now more 

>> Id. ibid. €, 4. 5 Maccab. i. i. Sc fcq. ^ Vol. ix.Jp. 398, 

Sc fcq. 

than 



C XI. Hijtory of the Jews. 

than ever convinced, that the Jews were proteded hy a divine 
power; and that men, who could be thus faithful to their 
God, could never turn rebels to their prince (R) ; among 
other marks of his favour and high eftcem, did at their car- 
neft requeft grant them full power to inflid wlnr nunifliment 
they thought fit on thofe few apofiates, who were fooii after 
put to death, to the number o’f tljicc hundred, as a warning 
to future ages (S). 

■ Piokniy 

(R) They gave that prince their religion; and therefore that 

foon after a noble inftance of this, name is given to this book, as it 
when he was forced to make war contains the hiltory of that per- 
againil his rebellious Egxptiansy fecution which the hdFered 
in which the Je^^vs proved lo at Alexandria^ and were like to 
faithful to him, that fixty thou- have fuffered in all the domini- 
fand of them loll ihcir lives in ons of Philopator. Who the 
one battle (5). author of it was, is not thert: 

(S) The yi'wr, thus happily faid ; but he is fuppofed to have 
delivered, ercdled a ftately pillar, been an Alexandrian Jevj, who 
and inllituted a feftival, in me- has embclliflied Jiis hillory after 
mory of it, whicli was obferved the manner of Itis nation, with 
during fivcral centuries after, fume enlargements, and couched 
Tl.is remaikable hillory, how- them in a romantic flyle, nor 
ever, has been iSmlttcd by Jofe~ very likely to raife the credit of 
phus ; he fays nothing of it in his it, though the main purport of 
anciqui^fics; and, as for what we the Ilory be nevcrlhclefs ac- 
find of it in his book ag.ainll A- hnowlsgcd to be true; for the 
plan, bclides tlia*- ic is only in the Jinvs have undergone many AicJi 
Latin vcrfion of Ru/i?tus, and not pcifccutions, and have been often 
in the orignal, it is there faid as wonde; fully delivered. 

to have happened under Ptolemy 7 ’he time in which this book 
Phyfeon^ fo that the book out qf was written, is thought to be 
which this perfecution and deli- after the other two of the Mac- 
verance were taken,feems to have cahees^ and that of the Ion of Sl- 
bcen unknown to the JenuiJJj rachy called Ecclcfiajlicus (6), 
hiilorian. What is related in the beginning 

It is improperly called the concerning Eheodatus and Arjince, 
third book of the Maccabees ; for feems taken out of Polybius j and 
it is prior to the other two in therefore is fuppofed to have been 
point of time, and to the fecond written after this bill (7); and 
book in point of authority. As yet both authors might have it 
for tKb word Maccabecy of which from more antient records, fo 
we (hall have occufion to fpeakthat no furc inference can be made 
more fully in the fcquel, it was about it. 
uled by the Jews to fignify thofe It was written originally in 
brave heroes, who either flood Greeky and is quoted by foine 
up in defence of, or fuffered for antient fathers (8) as canonical, 

((,) Eufeb, ebrtn. Ptd. Uyir, in anno 37S9, ( 6 ) Grot. Colin. S A. 

(7) Pud. ronvefi. Jitb an. ;i6. Eujcb. ebrtnit, fbeodoret, in Dan. xi. 7. 

Atbanaf. fynopj. JSiUrpbor. al. 

but 
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Ptolemy Philopator died Tome time after, and left the king- 
Ptolemy d^pi to his fgm, furnained Epiphanes ; who, being then but 
Epiplianes between four and five years old, gave a handle to his two com- 
Vearof peiitors, Jntiochus the Great^ zvA Philip oi Macedon^ to join 
the flood their forces to diveft the young monarch of his whole king- 
2144. dom (T) : the former was to invade the provinces of Palestine 
BtT. Chr. and Pha'nicic^ and the latter Egypt j and each was to keep all 
? 04 - he conquered. On this cccafitjn the Jnvs wontediciyalr/ 
failed them, fo that they took part yyith Jntiochus, who made 
a quirk progrefs in thit province; but was again as quickly 
deprived of it by Scophas the Egyptian general, who reduced 

^ Sec vol. ix. p. 402. 

but difputed by others, and was knowing concerning it in Cal- 
once received in the fame apollo- met's preface to it, and we (hall 
he canon with the other two; but here own, once for all, that it is 
the Vulgate verfion has never ad- to him we owe all the following 
mitteid it, though the greatcll: quotations out of that book, 
part of the Septuagint copies now (T) The fecond year of this 
extant have it, particularly our young monarch's reign being, ac- 
Alexandrian one; but this laft cording to the JenaiJh chrono* 
not being in ufe in the weflern' logy, the three thoufandth five 
church at the time of the r®- hundredth and fijetieth year of the 
formation, but the Latin only, worid^>' thofe authors tell us, that 
that is the reafon why our Englijh JoJhua the fon of Barachiah was 
bibles have it not, though it may chofen najpt or prefideift, and 
much better deferve a place there Nathan tlie Arbelitey ab-heth- 
thanfomc other apocryphal pieces din^ or vice-prefident of the fan- 
that are in it. hedrin, and of the dlvinity-fchool 

There is ft;II another book of at Jeru/alem. They add, that 
the famename, owumonly known when Alexander the Afmonean 
by the name of the fourth book king of Judtcq, put the ‘Jeojoifo 
of Maccahees. We have often dolors to death,for haying dared 
quoted it in the fequel of this to rebuke him for taking upon 
chapter.^hough the author fome- him the high-oriefthood,as well as 
times cldihcs with ysyipAaf, and th^ regal digmty, fled into 

other hiilorianst Archbilhopl^^*- Egypt ; |nd that fe/ns of Naza- 
quotes t'kewife fometimes an A~ reth followed him thither, and 
rabic verfion of it, which has became his difciple (9). This 
been printed in Mr. Le fay's po- we chiefly^hint at here, to Ihew 
lyglot; the book itfelf is very what wretched chronology the 
much unknown to the Latin fa*- Jenjoj are, finoe jthat year 

theri; and the ^reek ones, by. of the world was many years b?- 
whom it is mentioned, differed fore that A/mmean king, and a- 
much about its author. The bove two hundred years before 
reader may fee all that is worth the birth of Chrift (i). . 

(9) AbrtZaccut^ injucbajiti. David Gautx^ in Ztmakh. Dav, Sbalflxl. Hse- 
eahaL (ij Vid, Prid. ubi fupra, an, zo 2 , Scalig, de emend, temp, Uffir, 

al, 

the 
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the Jews to their former obedience. This advantage, howevefj 
proved but fhort-lived, and the Syrian king foon'recovered it Antio- 
all from him ;. and in this fecond expedition the Jews did chusV 
him fuch fignal fervices, that he refolvcd to fpare no favour to nero^ty /# 
fix them to his intereft ; for when Seophas had on!} ,he citadclr^^^ Jews, 
of Jerufalem left, into which he had thrown a ftrong garifon, 
they received the Syrian troops and elephants into that city, ^ 
and aififted them with ail their power co drive the Egyptians 
out of it, which was foon accompiifhed by their united 
ftrength (U). 

Antiochus therefore, willing to gratify i^\Q jcwtJh nation for 
their fo freely engaging in his interelt agaiiilt the Egypti^^^^* 
fent a letter to Ptolemy^ his then general, which has been pre- 
ferved at large by Jofephus ‘ j and in which, having related 
the great fervices which tliat people had done him, he acquaints 
him, that he defigned to rcilore their metiopolis to its antient^^^^^^f 
fplendor, liberty, and privileges, and to recall all thofe 
who had been driven out of it: that, out of hisfingular re- 
fpc£t to the temple of their God, he grantcil unto tliem 
twenty thoufand pieces of filvcr, towards ilie charges of vio 
tinis, frankincenfe,.!Wine» and oil; one thoufand four hundred 
meafures of fine wheat, and three hundred feventy-five mea- 
fures of flit, tpwards their ufual oblations: that the temple 
fhould be thoroughly repaired at his own coft: that they fhould 
enjoy the free excrcife of their religion; reftorc the public fer- 
vicc of the temple, and tlie priells, levitcs, fingers, iAc, to 

^ Antiq. lib. xii. c. 3. 

■s 

(U) Our author does not tell thofe tAJud^a to prefer his go- 
us the rcafon of this defeftion; vemment to that of the Egypti- 
but it is likely, that Epiphanes'% am, by which they were now fo 
minority had., encouraged his go- much oppreffed. Jofephus tells 
vernors in thofe provinces to load us further, that the Babyhnijh 
them with b^vy taxes, and fuch- Jmss had lliewed fuch an attach- 
like oppreffions,, efpecially Sco jnent to that prince, and done 
phaSy who was of fuch a rapa- him fuch fignal fervices, that he 
cious temper, that he lluck at confided the guard of his ilrongcll 
no tapine or cruelty to enrich and moft confiderabic garil'ous to 
himiQelf. them, and fent them into feve- 

^ the other hand, ral province.s to quell^his other 

had (hewed himfelf a great friend feditious fnbjjL’fts ; all which, 
to thcT^r that weAtan the pro-' being lo many arguments of iht* 
viheeofandgreat trull he put in them, coalvl 
•nd had granted them fuch.great not but be highly pleafing to 
^ivileges, as m^ht ealily induce thofe of Pal^rjline (2). 


ihcir 


(i) jIh, h xii. f.4. 
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their ufual funt^ions ; that no {tranger, or feiv, that was iin- 
purified, fliould enter within the i'cpt (W) of that facred 
place: and that no flefli of unclean beads Ihould be brought 
into 'Jerufalcm, not even their skins j all thefe under the pe¬ 
nalty of paying three thoufand pieces of filver into the treafury 
of the temple. He further granted an exemption from all 
taxes for three years to all the difperfed 'Jevijt that fhould come 
within a limited time to rcpcople that metropolis : and that 
all tliat had been fold foj’ flaves, within his dominion, fhould 
be immediately fet free. By all thefe extraordinary favours, 
AntioJmi fo f.iilened the feivs to hiS intcreft, that not only 
f.'uUtti but all tlie other neighbouring provinces, readily fub- 
niittcd to him ; ami that monarch, having in the fpacc of one 
campaign fubdued and quieted them, returned to liis capital, 
and palled the winter there. 

AfiouT three years after this died the high-priefl: Simon II. 
and was fuccceded by his fon Onias III. a perlbn of great piety, 
clemencyand worfliy to have lived in better times than 
thofe of his pontificate proved, and of a better end than he 
met with, as the fequel will flicw. This is the pontiff, to 
whom our learned Lf/hr fuppofes Arams king of Lacedamon 
fent a letter, of which an account has been given in a former 
volume " ; but we have there fhewn the impoffibility of his 
being theperfon, and that it could be no other than 0/r/W the 
full of that name. In the eighth year Onias III. th^ymf 
loft their great friend and protedor Antioebus^ who was mur¬ 
dered by the people of Elymaisy as has been related in the 
former vrdurnc*", but found as kind an one in his fon Seleucus 
for feme time. The 'Jcivs were then in fuch high efteem, 
that fovereign princes courted tlicir fricndlhip, and made mag¬ 
nificent prefents to the temple ; and Seleucus furnilhed out of 
his own treafury all the expences of jt. fitdaa enjoyed a pro¬ 
found peace, and their laws w'ere obferved with great flridSnefs 
under their worthy high-pricH until a mifunderftanding 
which happened between Ifim and Sunon a Brnjamite^ brought 
a feries of evils on theyt:t//j6 ft ite. 

Onias 1’.,. i then enjoyed tile ficerdolal dignity about fixteen 
ye.irs j and iSV/w« had been made gevtinor of the temple‘i. 

"* Antiq. 1 . xii. c. 4, & Eus- chron. & chron. Alexand. 

” Vol, vii. p. 130, & net. (S). , ® \ o). ix. p. 230, & feq. 

270, & foq. * •' 2MAcc.\a. iii, &; leq, ** Ibid, ver.4, 
& feq. 

fW) I'liis indofurs, which the from the iincircumcifed, wUhth 
II(lre-TV calls < V/, w.is that which therefore it was unlawfill 
v,'Jiich feparated the ciixunsciftd j'b- the latter to enter (3) 

r..u - , ■ - • ■ • ; • ; e, c. ij. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps that place was devolved to him from the ge- A fatal 

nerous fon of Tcbias lately mentioned, whofe fon he is fup- breach be- 
pofed to have been j when an uproar happening in the city, O- 
caufed this fatal breach betwixt thofe two great perfons in the 
eleventh year of Seleucus» The author doth nor ‘ell us upon 
what account this tumult was raifed, and the conjc( 3 :urcs of Year of 
modern authors about it are fcarce worth mentioning. But fhis 
conteft, whatever it was, grew to fuel-, an height, that 5 /V//aw, r pf* 
finding he could not get the better of the ftrenuous pontiff', 
went away to Apollonius the fon of Tbrofau who was then 
governor of Ccelefyria and Valerjihic^ tlu- only two provinces 
the had left untaiccn from Sclei'.us^, and acquainted SimonV 

him, that there were immenfe treafures laid up in the taaiph treachery, 
of Jerufakniy which might at his pleafure be I'cized upon for 
the king’s ufe. ‘ The governor fent to inform Selcuein (X) of 
it, who difpatched immediately Heliodorus to fetch it away to 
Antioch. 

HeUadoriis^ 


* Liv. 1 . XXXV. k fcq. Am. 
iii per tot. 

(X) It is plain from this whole 
llory, which ist takdn from the 
fecond book of the Maccabees (4), 
and confirmed by Jofephus {5), 
that Seleucus had enjoyed Pa- 
laJUne^ Caelejyria. and Phoenicia, 
fame time before his death; and 
how his father got’ •thefe pro¬ 
vinces from the king of Pgypty 
we have already feen ; but how 
they reverted to that monarch, 
after they had been reftored to 
Ptolemy upon his marriage with 
Cleopatra, we can no-where find. 

It is true, Polybius feems to 
intimate, that this reftitution was 
never made to Ptolemy (6); but 
that both Antiochm and his fon 
ftill kept thofe provinces in their 
hands after the marriage; and 
elfewhere he introduces Antiochus* 
Epiphanies denying.that his grand¬ 
father had ever promifed to fur- 
render them to Ptolemy the king 


n; in Syriac. & al. 2 Maccab. 

of Egypt (7). Hence fome have 
concluded, that they had never 
returned to the latter, but had 
been conrtantly kept by the three 
former. 

But all this feems clearly con- 
tradifted by vAxtx'Jofcpbus affirms 
of Hyrean's being fent to Egypt to 
congratulate Ptolemy on the birth 
of a fon by his queen Cleopatra. 
Shall we then fay, that 'Jofeph 
fent this compliment to liini, not 
as to his king, but as to hi* 
gtmdam benefador ? But our 
Jewifis hillorian adds, thst all 
the nobility of Ccele/yria flock¬ 
ed thither on tlie fame errand; 
which plainly intimates, that he 
was in poffefiion- of thofe pro¬ 
vinces. 

We muft therefore fuppofc, 
either that thefe compliments 
were paid to Ptolemy by tlie 
and Ceele/yrians, as to the 


( 4 -) «'• & iv. 

(7) Idem, Ixxx. 


C5^ Lib. de Maccab. > 


(C) Ltgat. Jxiii. 

fo.i- 
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Hcliodo- i^fliddorus^ the better to conceal the purport of his commif- 
jv&fent to 15 ^, pretended that he was ordered to go and li^iew all the 
Jerufalem cities of Ccelejyria and Pheentdoy and only to take Jerufalem 
His eratt/^^ came thither, where he received 

naptioft. with fingular honours, he acquainted On/as with 

the orders he had received from the king, and made a mote 
particular inquiry after thofc treafures. The high-prkft 
him, that thete was indeed fucb a treafure in the temple, „th^> 
nothing fo large as he had been informed j that, befides thollt 
things that had been confecrated to Goi>, the reft had beeil; 
depolited there by or for the widows and orphans, for their 
fecurity, whofe property therefore they were; that a con- 
liderable fum had been likewife laid up there by Hyrcan the 
fon of 'Jofeph^ z man of great dignity j and that he, being the 
guardian of this wealth, could never give his confent, that it 
ftould be alienated from the right owners, to the difgrace of 
his dignity, and of that facred place, which was reverenced 
by all the world : but all this not being fufficient to outweigh 
the pofitive orders which Heliedorus had received from the 
king, he marched direiSlly towards the temple; the high- 
prieft and the reft of the minifters of the place in vain en¬ 
deavouring to obflrudl his paflage. Whilft the whole city was 
in the utnioft confufion, the gates of the place were ordered 
to be broken down, and the^yrians were juft ^oing to enter^ 
hpmijhed'^^^^ GoD fmote them with fuch a panic terror, that they 
by God. fell down half*dcad (Y), * * 

When 

ibn-in-Iaw of Antiochus^ to whom who flew apon him with the ut> 
thofe provinces were fliortly to moll fpeed and fury, and cruihed 
devolve in virtue of the mar- him under his horfe’s ftet, was 
riage; or elfe, that if they had forthwith carried out almoll dead 
been really furrendered to him, by his men, and continued fome 
took afterwards the ad- days in that condition. At length 
vantage of his fon Philopator's OmaSf fearing left this wonderful 
minority to diveil him of them ; accident fhould bring the 
finceit is plain, by thehiflory of under the fufpicion of having 
Smoa's ‘'pplying to Apollonius, of made fome unlawful attempt 
Seli^cus fending Helhdorus, and againfl the Syrian minifler, Wcift 
of Onto: applying himfelf, not to the temple, and offered feme 
to Ptolemy, but to Seleueus, for facrificcs lor his recovery j. which 
redrefs, that this jail had poflef- being obtained, he immediately 
fed them fome time before his left JerufaleinilzrA went to ac- 
death. quaint the king with what had 

(Y) Heliodorus among the rfcft, happened to him. Sehucus bow- 
who few a V/fion of a man on ever, whether he (ufpcfled 'the 
horfeback fumptuouily drefled, truth of his relation, or was re- 

folved 


Endea- 
niears to 
force the 
temple. 
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When the trai^^Simn found, that he ha^ mifled his alnii^ 
he endeavoured to throw ail the blame upon the good high- 
prieft, pretending that he waa the perfon who had called he- 
lioderus and drew fuch a party againft hiui, that 

‘ feyerai perfons ^ef<5 killed on both fides* At length 0»wx, Onias^cw 
\^ihg,theconl^uencesof fuch an inteftine f«aion,' efpei.ially/«ftfw//tf/« 
7 ^jeltig his rival in high favour with Apllonius the then go- tothekh^: 

went to complain to the king at Antioch, tie was 
:r^iiiifeU received, and Simon was thereupon baniihed *; but Se- Simoii ha^ 
KiuuSi dyW foon after, was fucceeded by his fon Antioebus^ nijhei. 
furnamed Epiphanesy whofe brutilh character we have feen in 
a former chapter ”, and who foon made his^fubje6ls repent of 
the joy they had exprefTed at his firil: coming to the crown. 

The JevtJSy of all'others, were not long before they felt the 
dreadful effe^s of his fury, more through the ambition of 
fome, and the factions and feuds which reigned then in that 
unhappy flare, than the cruel temper of this new monarch. 

He .was fcarce fettled on his throne, before Jafon (Z), the 
brother of Onias the then bigh-prieft, taking advantage of planithi 
the king’s penury, his ireafury being quite exhauiled by the brother 
large tribute his predeceiTors had paid to the Romans^ went to Onias. 
Antiofhy and procured from him the high-priefthood at the yg.jj. 
price of three hundred and fifty talents, and obtained an order, t},e flood 
that his brother (hould be fent to, and confined to dwell at 217 
that metropolis (A). jof. Chr. 

* £vsss. in chronic, “ VoL ix. p. 276, & feq. i-j. 


folved at any price to get the been valuable to an honed 
> Jvwiflf treafure, aiked him fur- he began with changing his name 
ther, whether he knew any man into that of Jajon, which he 
that was fit to be fent upon that thought more confonnable and 
expedition? Heliodorus aoTwer- pleating to the Greeht whole 
ed,that if the king had any enemy cuftoms he was then going to in- 
that he would be glad to get rid troduw into his nation, 
of, he need but fend him to rifle (A) Without this lad, there 
th^t tiicrcd place, and he would would indeed have been little 
fee him come back in fuch a likelihood of his' enjoying hii 
condition, as would convince ill-gotten dignity with any 
him, that it was under the pro- fatis&ftion, fince the vervpre- 
te£Uon of Ibme divine and irrefid^ fence of the depofed pontiff lb 
iblejx>wer (fl)* . , highly admiret^ for his fingu- 

(Z) This wi^h was called lar piety, mud of courfe have 
yofaa or ^(/uj i but as he'was revived the refentment and ha- 
gO^to purchafqtbe favour of tred of the people againd him, 
thb king and court at the eEpence and have proved a conllant check 
of every thing thatought to have to his authority {9). 


(8) 2 Maccttbi lii, 24, ig fcj, 

VoL. X.. 


(9) 2 Mjittob, iv. 7, & fcj. 

S 
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^ finding hov welcome this money ww.^to the young 

ihonArch, and' being defirous to lelTen, as much ’a's poifible^ 
the antipathy which other nations had agalnfl; that , of thi 
yttoif u^cred him another fum of one hundred and fifty ta¬ 
lents, for the liberty of ereifing at a gymnafiom or 

SuilJt a place of public exercifes, fuch as were pra^hled iqi Gre/Oi^j, 
gymnaftum jn academy for training up the youth after the Gredan'Mup^i^f • 
Jerufa-jnj f(,f liberty of making fuch^eior as he thought 
lem. qJ (jjg gjjy ofjfitiofh ; all which Were readily granted^to ^ 
^ . He then let out for yerufalenty and With thefc powei^fofihw 
firong a party 'm'Judaay as he thought would ealily oycr- 
Onias, which was (fill very llrohg, efpe- 
^ ^ ‘ ciJIy in 7r^'«/rf/r/7z. Among thofe that joined themfclves to this 

. intruder,were the malcontent fons of jefeph lately mentioned, 

and a number of others, who, through a wanton incohftancy, 
were become exceffively fond of the (jrrer/tf«.cuftoms,,and as 
weary of their own The freedom of the city of Antmhy 
a very valuable privilege, was another bait, which drew ftill 
Ci'ufes a numbers over to him. From this time a general apo- 

general a- Iwfy from the JeiviJ}} religion overfpread the greateft part of 
the nation ; the academies were erefted by the ufurping high- 
priefl, both for their youth and for men grown ; and as fomc 
of thefc exercifes were to be performed nalwid, thefe vile 
apoffates foutid means to efface the fear of circumcifion, to 
prevent thtir being diftinguiflied from other people.^ The 
prielts, as well as the laity, from thenceforward negle^ed 
the fervice of the temple, to affifl at thefe new hcatHeniili 
exercifes ; and the laws, which the y^wijh tution had obtain¬ 
ed for the free exercife of their religion and rights, became 
of none effecf, thtoogh the Itafenefs of one fingle renegado, 
who facrificed his religion and country to his ungovernabje am- 
bition. 

Se‘:dspre- As he ftiick at nothing that could ingratiate himfelf to An-< 
fentstofa-i'iochusy he lent the next year a number of his p.irtizans, on 
crifice to whom he had be ft ^wed the freedom of Aniiochy to a^ft at the 
Hercules. Olympic games, with a confidcrable fum (B) to be fpint in 

Vide I Maccab. i. 12, &fcq. Joseph, ant, l.xif. c:6'. 

(B) This fqro, (he common prefers the ArjmdtUak. pianu„ 
Creek copies fay, was only three ^ icript, which calls it thr^ thou- 
hundred drachm'^s; but, as the' fand three hui^red, which was-a 
learned Ujler obferves (1}, this more likely ptefent, confidering 
was too inconfiderable a fum up- the perfon who fent it, who Was 
on fdci) an occnfion, it amount- a man wholly devoted to that \ 
ing to bat a little above eleven monarch’s pleafurc. 
pounds flcrJing; and therefore 

f s J 0(11/ /!, Ttl, 3S30. 


facrifices 
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facrifip68t6 Hercules^ in whofe honour thofe games 

yrcre celebfated^ bujt thefts ,men, whether out of confciencc 
ot fear, choft r^hec to mike a prefent of it to the Tyrians recet^ 
^ towards the repairing of their Hect. by this time 

underftanding tjbat the young king of Egy^t, now of age,tiochus. 

to attempt the recovery of Pala/iine^ Phtenice and 
ugeufyrta^ made a tour into thefe provinces, and took feru^ 
in his way, where Jafon received him with a magnifi- 
■'^nc^'ifititable to t|ie value he put upon that monarch's favour 
ahd fr^ndihip. 

fiK’did not however enjoy his ill-gotten dignity long, before 
ke was tbruil out of it by his brother Menclaus (C), whom he edby his 
k]at %Q Jnftochus with the ufual tribute. Menelausy in-bs'other. 
ftoad,'of;cort(uhing the king about thofe matters which his 
brother had charged him with, took that opportunity to in- 
ilnuate himfclf^to him by the moft fl.igrant flatteries; toMenelaus 
which'having added the fum of three hundred talents more 
than Jafon had paid for the high-priefthood, he eafily obtain- 
^d it, and returned wit.h his new commiffion to ferufalcm \x\prieJl-> 
the third year of faforC^ pontificate. He foon got himfelf 
ftrong party, at the head of which were the fons of Tobias^ 
who were then ve^y powerful in fudica^\ but fafon was not Year of 
without his powerful friends, who^ detefting Jdrwirw's trea- the flood 
chery, foon forced him to retire, with the lieads of his fac- 2*76. 
tion,*into Antioch, Thither, the better to gain their point ^kr. 
againfl fafon, they wertt, and acquainted Antiochus^ that * 7 ** 
-they were fujy refolved to forfake their old religion, andV^^’''^ 
wholly to conform to that cf^ bis cduntry ; whlth f<^ pleafcd^^^* 
that proud monarch, that he /ent them back with a force 


(C) This apoftate’s right name 
was which he changed for 
that of Menelaust in imitation of 
h]s Brother, and in' complaifance 
to the CfreeJd, The book of the 
Mactabtes (3) makes him the foti 
of Tobiast and brother of the 
treacheroiM 5 /«rc» above-mention¬ 
ed bu| if be. bad been of that 
fainiity, 'bexo414 not have enter¬ 
ed ktoibcfacerjlptal ofHce, with-* 
ftach a manifefl: vi.dlatioo of 
t\t-M^fdic law, as would have 
iet the whole nation a- 

gainfthim ; for tho* they proved 

(%) iMdctai, iv. zy 

s 


but too complying to the Grc- 
dan cuftoms lately introduced, 
yet they Teem to have had an in¬ 
vincible attachment to the Aarvaic 
family. 

Jofefhus therefore is mofl: ge¬ 
nerally followed, who exprefly 
tells us (3}, that he was tfao bro¬ 
ther of the depofedOrntf/, and of 
Jafon \ and that he did| but re¬ 
quite, the. latter for having fup- 
planted the former, in wjiich cafe 
the high-priefthood,wal ftill re¬ 
tained in the right line. 

(th) Antif. t, xU. r, 6. 

I fuiSuefit 
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fufficient to drive yafonoMtoi yudaa into the: laiid oF the 
jfnimnites. Being thus rid of his rival* and ieated in his 
new dignity, his next care was to perform his - promife to the 
. king, and to outdo his brother in his apoftafy - * 

But wlulft he was endeavouring, by all wicked in^ns, t0 
ingratiate himftlf with and his court* he 

Menelaus article, the paying of the money he had pronoufei#^,. 

fumtmned though Sojiratus^ then governor of the 
/o Antioch rufaient^ and receiver of the king’s cufloms in , 

cuntinaiiy prelling him to it. At length AntiochusS'^^S^^li 
Tome private intelligence between them, ordered, them fedtli 
to come to Antiow^ Menelatis leaving his brother L^vha'‘ 
^hus his vicegerent at At their arrival at 

they found that the king had been forced to go ai|d quell Sf, 
fedition in Cilicia and bad left the government pif 
Rifles the Andronicusy one of the prime nobles of hi! courtr Mene- 

temple of having exhaufted his coffers, and finding that nothing but 
Jerufalem payment of the king’s money could recover his favour^, 
fent private inftruftions to his brbtlfer at yerufaleniy to con¬ 
vey to him as many of the golden vcffels as he could con¬ 
veniently ftrip the temple of; which having received foon 
after, and caufed to be fold at Tyre^ and in the neighbouring 
cities, raifed him a fufficient fum, not'only *to fatisfy the 
Onia& king, but alfu to bribe his courtiers in his favour. All this 
complains however could not be tranfa^lcd fo fecretly, but his brother 
againjl OniaSy wbo had been, ever fince his depofition* confined , to 
him. that capital, had intelligence of his facrilege. He made fuch 
bitter complaints againff Menelausy as were like to have railed 
all the Antmhian Jews againff him. He was therefore 
obliged to have recourfe to Andronicusy whom he had already 
bribed by his prefents y and for a frefli ^fum of money engaged 
him to cut off the good old high-priefl, who being by this 
Onias apprifed of his intrigues, had taken faniSuary ztDaphney 

murdered. afylum near the city Antioch^ Andronlcus went to him, 

* and, under fome pretence or other, accompanied 'with the. 
molt fulemd vows and proteffations for bis fafety, had ‘no 
fobner got him out of the place, than he put him to death ‘‘y 
without regard either to his oatlis, the facrednefs of the place, 
or the laws of hofpitality (D). » * ^ 

This 


* Maccab. ubi fupra, & Joseph, ubi lupra. t See before, 
vol. ix. p. 279. “ Vid. uip. ib. Joseph, ubi fupra. 

(D) This worthy perTcin.wlibie haVe been murdered in the twen- 
charadler is excellently well drawn ty-foarth year of his pontificate, 
by the author of the fecond book Thereis indeed fome difference^ 
oi^aceabees {^)y is fuppofed to between Je/ephus and Eu/eHus,’ 
1 l^accab, iii. i, z, 3. 
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This treacherous murder of a perfon fo venerable for his 
age and feceinJplary-pictV, and fo refpeded in that metropolis, 
both by Jwfs and Gihtilfs^ drew the bittereft complaints againft 
the facnlegious aflaffin,%S foon as the king was returned to 
Antioch i and that prince, bad as he was, could not forbear. 
^cddii» of teaiaiVthe news of it. As foon therefore as he 
^ad taken foil cognizadce of the fa£I, he caufed the murderer 

bcllrippcd of his purple, and to be conJudled with infamy 
.si^theplace where the c rime had been comiiii tted, and there tohe 

death. As for Menelaus^ tho’ the moft guilty of the Androni- 
?<Wp^ lie found means to avoid the prefent ftorm, and to main- cus put to 
taili hh credit fome time longer; but this obliged him to draw death. 
fuch large (\xm%homJerufalem^ that Lyftmachui was forced to 
raile ibSn by the moft unheard-of violences and faerd-jges, 

.which endetl in an univerfal mutiny, in which the ^^wr-lell 
upon' hihi, and the three thoufand men he had got to defend 
him, with fuch defperat^fury, that they killed a great number 
of them, and put the reft to flight. Lyfimachus, no longtfrLyfima- 
able to refift, was purfued to the treafury of the temple, and chui, maf 
there maflacred by the enraged multitude. Antiochus comingAf"'^- 
foon after to 2yrc, the Jewijh fanhedrin rcfolved to fend a 
deputation to him, both to juftify the putting to death Lyft Deputies 
skachus, and to accufe Menehus as the author and caufe of zW/e^f 
the troubles *that had happened both in Judaa and Antioch, fhe /anbe- 
The three deputies pleaded their caufe fo well before the king, dnntohn’ 
ihi^Mene!aus, tlot knowing which way to clear hirnfelf, and tiociius, 
avoid the impending punUbipent, had recourfe to his old fc- Year of 
ctet of bribery. He applied himfelf to a favourite of Jnthchusy the flood 
named Ptolmy Macrony the fon of Dorymenes, and promifed 2178. 
him fo large a fum, that that courtier, who knew the. incon- Bef. Chr. 
ftanev of that monarch’s temper, eafily prevailed upon him 170. 
"otTOlytoabroIvetheapofoteh-jh-prie^ but »lfo to con- 
demn the xhxekjewijb deputies to death. T his fentence,unjuft 
as It was was forthwith put in execution, and thofe venerable put to 
Li>n were hurried to death, who, as the author of the Mac- death. 
SLt .expreffes it, would have gained their caufe, had they 

author afligns exprefly twenty- 
and. the Akxmdrian chronicile, four years to. it. he has been pre- 
Goaberning the length of time be- ferred before the other two. The , 
tween his acccQon to that dim!- reader may fee the reafons for it 
ty, and , his being murdered at in our learned (6). 

Antioch t but as th<; laft-quoted 

(6) ^onnt&.fitkan.vjx. 


pleaikd 
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plcad^ it before even the Scythians j and indeed tip piene pf 
cruelty arid itijuftice was fo ftocking to 'thc, 7 y«V*^ 4 ^bat tbo* 
they dared not openly exclaim againft it, yet- they ventured. 
to. ftew their refpeft to thofe deputies, by blowing an ho* 
nouiable burial upon them *. - 

Menc- This unjuft lentence gave the traitpr ^Mmelaus, fuch a 
laus’j (y- complete vi<So1y over all, his oppofers, that from thence*; 
tantp and himfelf up to all manner <d' tyranny and 

impiety nefs; Jerufalem became deftitute of protestors \ 

drin, if there were any zealoUs men left among thei 3 d^^;cl^>v/ 
fo terrifted by this laft cruelty on their deputies, 
longer dared to oppofe him, though they faw, thatevefy 
he took was with defign to enflave the nation ftill in0fe, ;aiid 
to overturn the fmall remains of their religion and. liber¬ 
ties fE). . , ■ 

This fatal change was occafioned by an accident,, .which 
fccraed at firft of no great confequence, but proved in a little 
time the caufe of all their miferics. Antiochus was then takSit- 
up with the conqueft of Egypt^ v/hen a fall'e rumour was-by-* 
feme means fpread, that he had beeji killed before 
Jafon who had been forced to retire into the land of Ammon 

form^ after his dcpoiition, heard of it, and thought it was a.fit op* 
portunity to attempt the recovery of his ,dignity j and'that., 
his nation, tired with the Syrian government,. and cfpecially 
with the tyranny of Mcnelaus, would readily receive [lUrt 
again with open arms. To this end he got-liim a banq-pf, 
aboQt one thoufand rcfolute men, at the head of whom he. 


Jerufa 
Icm 


2 Macca 9. iv. 44, & fcq. 


(E) Thefe were the fad pro- 
gnoftics of thofe evils which foon 
after overtook that rebellious na> 
tton, and in which Gpp chqfb to 
punilh them for their apoftafy, 
by means of that very monarch, 
wkofe favour they had boUght at 
the expence of their religion and 
laws } and, to convince them, that 
thefe grievous calamities were the 
effefb of his anger, they wete 
prefignified to them by the mdft 
terrifying apparitions in tlse air, 
for the fpace of forty dzyg, during 
which thne there were fCien mulh 
titudes of warriors, both foqt 


and horfe, magnificently, armed 
and appareled, charging and 
fighting againft each oth^r in. 
battle>array, whilft theif eafs 
were dinned with the claftiing of 
fwords, lances, and ihields i 
which dreadful omens threW the 
whole city into theMeepeft edn* 
^rnation, whilft they aft looked 
upon them as the fpr^qii* 
nbrs of fomefad calamity, 
they in vrin etideiVburedj whl^t* 
it was tpo-late,'tri‘avert, by thri^ 
prayersj fyom that, imljfppy' 

latfd(7i, • . ' -r ■ . 


( 7 ) xMaeciA, c, v, 2 , S fif- 





r 
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qaicldyaOBettcti l»efore the. walls of which, by 

;i,.'K±^^nartv which he had ^within iha£.metropolis, he 


afij 


thatm«rdpoU„> 

eJfiiy ^r^rand fo™-* *>» ••«?*“ ‘<>«“™ *?“ *' «'?' ^ . 

dd-aftet which, minding nothing but bis retentinent, he &«■»;« 
com'miL the moft horrid butcheri« g'JSti,. 

?«>ra8hofuftie^djohave beenof the contrsiy ^party. Me 
4s, hbwever! foon after forced to leave botli the city and 
tounttyt »t the news of Mochus coming with a powcrfol 
,:^ 4 tin'ft him (F) t for that prince, highl^y provoked at 
and especially at the news, that the jewijh 
ihffkiiiiyNad’ttiade fome rejoicings at the report of his death, 
wtfs' Haaally'i'coming with a great army againft Jerufa^. 

The apprifed of his dcftgn againft them» feem to have Antioclms 

made a ftout rcfiftance, sind to have given him no fmall trou- tabs it by 
blc in making his way into their metropolis (G) ; butth^^" *- 
irates being at length forced open to him, perhaps by Tome ot 
hisfriends from within, he fpared no cruelty againft its un-ffir crml- 
happy inhabitants, infomuch that within three days, they <r. 
reckoned no lefs thafri %r‘y *0“f»nd killed, aiid as many Yesr ^ 
taken captives, and fd«or flaves to the neighbouring na* 
tions 1 . , Be£ Cbr. 

":.» aMAeCAS.c. r.ver. Ii&it. See before,vol. uc. p. z88; .,70 


(F) Oar hiftorian fays, that he 
retired at firft to the Atnm^iitijh 
king, where, becoming foon after 
fai^pefted by that prince, he Was 
forced to withdraw, and to wan¬ 
der from city to city, being dc- 
tefted by all that knew him, as 
a betrayer of his country, and a 
monller of mankind (8). 

He <aune at length into 'Egypt, 
ahdr finding no fafety there, he 
ho^.he mig^t at leafl; find it 
ambhg th* LdeedamBma^s, in 
virtue of . the |M:etended kindred 
between their nation ^d his 
own '• bnt here he idfo milTed of 
his a^, at deaft it feems as if he 
hadit^metvWithany favourable 
■rweptk^ .finc? our author adds, 
that, nt. hU denfti* carcafi? 
was left to, rot above-ground, 
being denied even the common 


fepulcre that was allowed to 
other ftrangers (g). 

(G) So lays the book of the 
Uactahecs (i), with whom agree 
Diodirus Siculus (2), and e^'en 
Jofe^hus, ill his warh of the 
Jew (3), where he expreflyfays, 
that he laid fiege to that city, 
and reprefents lum as enraged at 
the trouble it gave him; but in 
lus antiquities he tells us, that he 
entered it without force j and 
that fhipfe of his party within 
opened the gatu-s to him {4). 
The former is indeed the jnoit 
probable, and Joftpljus might 
ealily forget himfclf through the 
difehce of time in which hi 
wxote thofe two books; and this 
may in fomc meafure atone for 
foch-like inc^tiftendes, which 
ate .to ^ met ■With in him. 


( 8 ; iMutmh.v. StXSfi9‘ . , 
{*) Lib, xxxiv. (3) 


(a) liiiL (0 M- «• Y'- 

<. J. (4) h/*>. xii. f. 7. 

s 4 ■ .»>■ 



2^4 Wfiony of JewL ' Ml H,- 

His fury did not ftop here : he c$iufed the 
who, hf ^i's time, had by fome me^s recovered hb good 
Profanes g^cesj to'lead him to the temple, which he entered,*even 

Tacred recefl^, laying hb impious hands pn all the 
it; and caufcd the golden altar oHncenfe, 

* the golden table of the fhewbread, the golden candleftick, 
the cenfers, bowb, and other utenfijs belonging to that holy 
place, to be feized, together with the golden ihields, crowns,^ 
and other ornaments, which had been dedicated to it»> Ho' 
caufed alfo the gold plating that covered the rates,, and other' 
archite&ure of the temple, the veil that (i&ided the htdy 
from the moft holy place, and, in a word, all that was va« 
luable, either for its metal or workmanfliip, to be carried ohF, 
beildesone thoufand eight hundred talents of gold andfilver, 
which he forced out of the treafury. Having thus glutted his 
revenge and avarice, he returned in fuch a kind of triumph 
to Antioch^ as if he had had it now in his power, to ufe our 
author’s words, to make the land navigable, and the Tea 
paiTable on foot As a further mark of his fpleen againft 
Leaves unhappy nation, he put it under the government of one 

a moft barbarous Phrygian, and Samaria under that 
<4r rutip^^ Andronicus, a peifon of the fame brutifir difpoiition ; and 
governois, apoftate Menekus, the moft hateful of laU the three, 

in poiie/Iion of the high-priefthood 

7 he Jews What the Jewi^ nation fuffered under thofc gover^nors, 
or rather butchers, is more eaiily imagined than deferibed; 
hutebtred, |,yf miferies were not to end there. Some time after, 
Antiochus having received the mortifying letter from the R»- 
tnan ienate we have elfewhere taken notice of *, he chole 
them above all other people to wreck hisyefentment ag^inft, 
and with as much cruelty, as if they had been the caufe of bis 
Year of difgracc. To this end he difpatched from his army, as he 
the flood was marching through Palajiine, J^oU^nim, at the head of 
z 18 o. twenty-two thouiand men, with orders to plunder all the 
Bef. Chr. Judaa, to murder all the men, and to i^vc only the 

168. women and children fpy fale. ApolJmus came accordingly 
with his army (Hj, and, to outward appearance, with a 

peaceable 

« 2 Macca^. cap. V. ver. 31. Ibid. vey. See alfo 

JosFFHVs cont. Ap. 1. ii. Sc antiq. b c* <6. * Yol. ix. 

p. 386, &feq. 

(H) Jefephus feems tp have ti&w two years before, by making 
confou^ed this flatighter with him prefimt at this alfo (5); but 
that which was made hfjnth- it appears from the author of the 
(5) y^egh. ant, /, xil. t, 7. 


Maccabees, 
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peace^b }ttt«fition, which was .not furpe:!^ 
becatifc he wasfuperintendent of the tribute in Paltejiine, He 
kept himfelf ina£l:ive till the next (abbath, when they were all 
in a profound ^uiet, when on a fudden he commanded his 
men to arms ; fome of whom he fenc to cut all u pieces that 
were gone to the temple, and to the other fynagognes, whilfi: 
the reft, going through the ftreets of the city, maflacred all 
ftiat came in their way, 'which they did without the Icaft' 
reHftanee from thofe unhappy wretches, who Tuftered them- 
felves to be butchered in that mercilefs manner, rather than 
break ftieir fabbath, by ftandmg on their defence. He next 
ordered the city to be plundered, and fet on fire, pulled down 
all their ftately fabrics, caufed the walls to be denioliftied, 
and carried aWay captive about ten thoufaiid of ihofc that bad 
been faved from the flaughter ®. From that time, thefcrvice 
of the temple was quite abandoned, that place having been 
every>where polluted, both with the blood of the flam, and 
with many other defilements. From the nuns of the city, 
the officers of Antiochus built a large fortrefs, on an eminence 
in the city of David fortified it with a ftiong wall, ftately 
towers, and placed a garifon in it to command the temple, 
over-againft which it was built j lo that the foldicrs could 
eafily fee and ifally upon all thofe that ventured to come to 
that facred place, fo many of whom were continually plun¬ 
dered gnd murdered by them, that the reft, not daring to ftay 
longer in Jerufatm^ went and dwelt in the neighbouring 
cities of the Gcttile^, In this polluted and forfaken condition 
did this metropolis, and its temple, continue three full year'i 
and an half; that is, till Judas Maccabeus^ having wrefted 
both out of‘their hands, purified and reftored them to then 
antient fplendor and ufe, as we (hall fee in due timee(I). 

The 

* I Maccab i 30, & feq. zMaccab. v. 24, k feq. Joseph 
antiq. 1 . xii.c. 7. * See the diaught. s Vide 

I Maccab. iv. paflT. 2 Maccab. x. Joseph, ubi fupra, &prxfat. 
in bell. Judiue. tc hiilor. de bell. 1 . i. c. 1. 1 . vi. c. 11. 

Maccabees, who rightly diftin- the fon of Siracb, author of the 
guilhes tilde two perlecutions, apocryphal book of 
that the one was executed in the Some place him indeed in the 
prefence -of that mon rch, and * time ol OmuiH, (fi) j bat, by 
the o'thcr by his vicegerent Apol- fome paflages fcatto^ here and 
hnius. there in this work, he ftems ra¬ 

il) In the time of tliis perft- ther to have lived about the 
cution Under Antiaebus, is gene- time of Omas III. and when 
rally fuppofed to have lived Jt/us his nation fuflwred fome grievous 

(6) Vtdefrti, t^nncQ^fuh 13*. 


peifecution. 
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Jews per- THSf,]^mfxof Palafine Y^ere not the only* who felt' 
Jtcuted the fury of thispcrfecution. Antiochus, refolved ekmee totally 

^•verjf- to abolilh their religion, or to dcftroy their whole race, as 

‘«wrr. ^ he could reach them, caufed 'a decree to he 

ilTued out the following year, that all nations wtdhin bis do** 
minions Ihould forfake theirold religion and .gods,, andwor-** 
ihip thofe of the king, under the fevereft penaldes. ‘'HTo 
make his orders more cfFe^ual, he fent overfeers into 
province to fee them ftriflly put in cxectftion j 
fewf were the only people, who he knew 
them, efpcciai diredtions were given to have 
with the utmoft feverity. Many therefore of'^erd, either 
to avoid the effects of his rage, or to ingratiate tbemfelves 
with him, not only complied with great re^inefs, butyhaving 
once apodati^ed, became the bittereft enemies of' thofe who 
had the courage to refufe^ all which' did but increafe the al¬ 
ready .too general defedion, as it did oh the other hand the 
lullerings of thofe who flood firm tp their religioh h.' 
far otherwife with the ^amtfrh^zwJ'Whofe zeal, either fof jthe.. 
Jtmjh nation, or the Mofaic law, a much lefs danger would 
have cooled (K). 

But 

Joseph, ubi fupra. i Maccxb. vi. zit & ftq* ;,!, / , 

perfecution (7). Hepraifesthe particularly of himfdf(aJ>^Poly 
high-priefi^/rntf^r II. as aperfon it appears, that his grrat.thh^ 
long fince dead (8). His grand- after wifdom (3) made P^y 
fon afterwards tranflated this fervently, ftudy hard, .r, travel 
book xaio Oruk^ under the reign much, and undergo many great 
' of Ptolemy Euergetet about dangers for it {4); that" he had 
the year 132, that is, about been unjuftly traduced to the 
thirty-fix years after this time we king {5); whence he is fuppbfed 
fuppofe him to have written it. to have retired into Egypt, and 
Who this author was, is nei- there compofed his book. La;Uy, 
dier agreed, nor eafily gudfed. he tells us, that he was the M 
Some make him of thc facerdotal writer of the Jerji^ nation' who 
line, as ddeended from JeJhua treated of mo^aJb fttb3eijb'*f6). 
the fon of (i). Some This is all.that we know-of the 

copies give him for grand- author, 
father Eleattar, the father of ’ (K) I'hcfei -to, convince the 
Siraeh ofjer^alm ; but we find that tbty <!^;aot defigh to 

nothing like tlusj>retendcd priell-* die mart5Ts to" either, fenw de¬ 
hood or defeentysn thofe pla(^ putation to hhn, fating forth, 
ofthebookwherehefpeaksmorc that though Aey hafid hitherto 

H) Vide Eeths. xxx*. 17. ’& xxn. (8) Hid. top', t, s, 

(9) See his prefaet dttix beod^'titiedi, •wbttbiiiht fimdin^htbla:...U) Vub 
Omir. in ebromtu i* ' ..fsj ^idt int. ol, SetUft. c. J. • fi; 

fojr. & alib. (3) .IWrf..xj«iv. 10, U. poff. (4) xxiuv. 4 *. h, paff. 
(s) &id.&fff. (&) X3C3du./^*@/ff. - , 

conformed, 



C. XIv ff fia Jews. 267 

BuT Whilft they were peacefully enjoying the 11 uitk. of their « uel 

treacherous cooiplaifance, Jlthtneas^ an old mmiiler, •wa'l^p-f/tcutictt 
verfed iii all the hcathcniih rites, as well as in cruelty,*® J^daja. 
made thofe of 'Judaa undergo the mofl: feverc punilhmcnts 
for their zeal and firmnefs to their law. He beg i with de¬ 
dicating the temple to Jupiur Oiympius, and caufinghis llatueJupiterV 
to be eic<^cd on the altar of burnt-olFcringa (L), with M 

^ . other"/ *■« 

temple. 

cdtttb^h^ W many of the ^evuijh cemher j but they did not begin 
fttpei^Qoils, in imitation of their to offer facrifices to it till the 
forfefiH fa e r S/whO had been jjer=- twenty-fifth of that month, which 
fuaded to,it for their own fafety, was the king’s bhth-day; fo that 
yet they were now ready to for- from thcnccfordi they continued 
fake them all, and to embrace facrificingto itevery twenty-fifth 
the king’s religion. They added, day of the month, till the Jcvoifo 
that they had a temple on mount religion and ftatc were redored by 
Q^rizzintt which was dedicated Juilnj Maa^ibcus. 
to a God without a name; but Th(*profanation of the temple, 
begged it might thenceforth be and the fettiug up this idol in it, 
dcdifeit^ to the Grecian Jupiter^ had been long bcfoie foictold by 
Myefepbtti has it, or ratheT, as the prophet 8), under the 

the author of the Calls name of ahomiuct.on of difila- 

1 ’m (7), the hofpitaller, or, the tion ; but ihcie are in that cliap- 
receivtrorproteftorof ftrangeis, ter many other ftrokes, which 
intimathig thereby, that they plainly delineate tiiis ptnecu- 
weco n^t originally natives of tion, and the tyrant that caufed 
thatOQuntry, but ibungers fettled it. We fhall content ouifelves, 
there ia times paff They con- with fubjoiniug foine of die 
eluded with a petition, that as plaincllof them, 
they were not of but This expedition begins at the 

HidonUn race, and were ready to 29th verfe of tliat cliapter thus; 
conform in every thing to the Hejhall retum at the time appoint- 
king’s will, they might not be ed^ and come tenvards the fouth 
involved in the fame caLunities (Kgypt) j hut it Jhallmt he at the 
with their wicked rivals. Jn- former^ or ai the letter j fat fhe 
tmhus'reajSiXy granted their re- ^ips ^ Chittim {tht Romans) 
queft, and difpatched a letter to JhetU come againji him: thenjort 
Niemur^ hlS fubgovptnor there, he fl>aU be punted^ and return 
with orders, that they fhould be nwth indignation (or turn his in'- 
difUngulfhed from the ^pw/, and ch'gnationj rgchfi the holy conse- 
that thrir temple fhould be d^i- nant (the religion). Thus 
cated according to their petition; Jhall he do: he pall get intelligence 
all which was puru^ually ob- *0/thofe that ferfdke the itntenant. 
ferved. ^ Arms pall fiaud on bis fide^ and 

(L) This idol whs fet up in the . Ih pall pollute the pitSuary of 
temple on the fifteenth of, the firengih^^andpall take away the 
ihmtChC^/v, which anfwers to dailyP<rifee%. and th^pall place 
part of our November and tie- the abomiHathn (Or abominable 

(7) s Mj,.tah. vi. I, 2. y.di Sf JoJepb, aiUif, I, xU. r. 7. (8) Chop, xi- 3 *- 

thing) 
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other IclTer altar before it, whereon they facriiiced to that 
deity. All thofe therefore, that refufed ibcKutieand 
worlhip it, were either maflacred out of hand, of put to fome 
lingering torments, till they either complied, or died under 
the hand of their butchers. At the fame time there were 
altars, groves, and ftatues, fet up in every city and town of 
fudaOi to which the inhabitants were compelled to come 
and iaenfice, under the fame fevere penalties | inlom^lllllii 
that t^e whole land was bui; a feene, either of the nuoft 
minable idolatries and debaucheries, or of the mofb^hottfd 
BxecrahJe butcheries ; and, when the feaft of Bacchus was 6ottife,Hhey 
hutcheths were either forced to aiTift at it, and to go alkmt the ftfeets 
committed with their heads crowned with ivy, in honour of that beaftly 
zn the deity, or expofe themfelves to fome cruel death i all this, 
and cQun- while it was made immediate death to be caught obferving 
either the fabbath, the rite of circumcifion, or any other 
branch of ^^Mofaic law; infomuch that two women, having 
been found to have circumcifed the children of which they 
had been lately delivered, were both led, with the infants • 
hung about their necks, through feveral ftreets of ftrufalmi 
and call: headlong down from the higheft walls of the city; 
and all that had aflifted at the ceremony were put to death 
Jews rt- These unheard-of barbarities having oblig^ many of the 
tire into Jews to leave their habitations, and to go and hide themfelves 
cutirnsi among the cragged rocks in holes and caverns, and ,to live 
upon wild roots and herbs, to avoid either dead) or apoftafy, 
fome of them ventured to aflemble themfelves in a cavern 
near Jerufalenty to celebrate the fabbath j but Philipt their 
barbarous Phrygian governor, having been informed of it, 

^ Maccav. & Joseph, ubi (iipra. 


tiding) that maketb defolate \ and 
fuch as do nutckedly againfi the 
cmenantf fl^aUhe corxupt by flat- 
ttries, ^ut the ptople that knofiu 
thesr Go l> Jhalt heharoe vahamlyi 
and fuch as have urderfandingt 
and infituB the people (divert 
them from fipofiati%ing)^Jkallfall 
by the fwot <4 hy^ftame^ capti- 
vity^ ly fpoil. — Jnd the hngJhaU 
da according to hit nusllt and fhall 
exalt and magnify himfelf above 
every gad. He fhallfpeOkvamder* 
ful things againfi the Gou e/go(&, 
and fttall frofper till the indigna' 


tion be aceomplifted i for that 
nohtch is detei mined jhall be dentf 
Sec. The fame prophet points 
him out the^ by his fcattering 
the prey, fpoil, and ri<^es,among 
his followers; and it is Well 
known, that hb extravagant lar- 
gefles bad not only emptied his 
‘cofers, but gifted him the title 
of magnanimous and munificent; 
all which evidently prove, that 
he was the perfon aefign^ by 
Goo *to puniih the fpt 
their impieties. 


came^ 



■ C.XL Hfftory of the Jem, 26^ 

came agahift them with a.fufficient force ; and, after havii^Year of 
in vain offered ^em a general amnefty, if they would forlidcethe flood 
their reli^on, and conform to that of the king, he waited, ** 80. 
without any other hoffilities, till the next fabbath ; on which 

entering the cave without refiftance, he caufed them all, . 

men, women, and children, to be ma&cred, to the num- ’OQr 
b« of a thoufantlk (M). . 

therefore as Jnthchus httird that there were fuebAntiochus 
n yt n|w^.Whp remained inflexible, he refolved to come in per •femes to 
fon and to fee either his orders more pumElual-Jerula- 

iy obeyed, or tiie recufants punilhed with the moft exquifltelem. 
cruelties# One of the flrft that fell a vi 61 im to his fury, was 
the venerable Eleazar, a man of ninety years of age, refpeft- Eleazar 
cd, by all for his great learning, probity, and zeal for his re^martjred^ 
ligion, and< whole example had preferved a great number of 
JiWf from falling into apoftafy. Him they brought upon the 
butchering ftage, and endeavoured to force to eat fwinesfleOi; , 
and, when they could not prevail upon him by any means to 
comply, they deilred him, that at lead he would, out of re* 
gard to his extreme old age, confent to cat fame other un¬ 
forbidden fle(h, that they might make the king believe, that 
he had obeyed.! The good old man anfwered, with a he-J/// fin^u- 
comintt courage, that the mod dreadful death was preferable mt 
to a ba^ diflimulation, fo unworthy hiS old age and^'^^O- 
chara«er, and fo dangerous m its confequence, fince it might 
be a means of r°(Iucing many of his nation to follow his ex¬ 
ample! As foon as he had ended this ipeech, which was in¬ 
terpreted as the effe 61 ; of his pride, rather than of his zeal, 
he was haled to execution ; and when he was ready to expire 
under the drokes of his butchers, he cried out, with a loud 

2 Maccab. vi. 10, ic feq. 

(M) As to the facred Jenvtfi der to make as many as they 
books, PhiKp, and his oflicers, could comply with the king's 
had taken care to burn and de- command,. they fpared neitJier 
droy all that they could lay flatteries nor careifes to encou- 
hands on» whether in the temple, rage, nor threats and tortmes to 
in tkestr Synagogues, or even m deter tliem; fo that, though vad 
theirpnvatehott^i after which,,* numbers weie.feduced by tliefe 
if a *vas found to conceal means, yet thcie were ftill great 
any of them, he was dragged to multitudes, efpecially in and 
immediate death {fl}. They had about Jemfafmt who continued 
feveralo^er ways of trying thofe proof aj^nft them, to vex the 
who retained mil a due regard tyrant ws nm btSQg univ^ally 
to the law of ; and, in or- obeyed. 

a 

(t) I MactsA- if 56, Ot fif, 

8 voice. 
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Seven bre¬ 
thren and 
their m-' 
ther mar¬ 
tyred. 


Matta- 
thiasV 
eminent 
titrJ and 
hrawy. ‘ 


the Hifiory of the Jews. 

vi^ce, 0 Lorp, thou kmweji what pains I iody^ 

frony which I might have freed myjclf ; but my f'oiti feels areal 
jay^ htcaufe 1 fufer them for the Jake ofthy law*: and fetching a 
'deep grpanjgave uptheghoft^ After him, the feven brethren, 
whnfe martyrdom is relat^ in the'fame book«% AifFered, qn® 
after anothcr,thc moft exquifite torments,with.invipf;ib]le 
rage and coilftancy, whiKt their heroic mother, dryfcftedM 
the weaknefsof her fex, flood by, encouraging and 
ing them, in the Hebrew tongue, with the afluran'^il^'.j^.*- 
rious repompence in the next life, for which fbe, of 

all,' facrificed to the tyrant’s fury, and died ,with":$^bc%me 
chcarfulneCs and intrepidity, which fhe had infpir^4iinjro her 
feven fons (N). f ir; • : 

It was about this time that Mattathiasy an prieft 

of th« family of Joarib{0)y began to fignalize“bin^felf by 
his brave.zeal for his religion. He had been forae fime before 
forced to retire to Madluy his native place, to ihun-the iii^ 


* ? Maccas. vi. 18, & feq. 


Cap. yii. 


has likewife given done'3); it being more likely, 
us the hiftory at large of tliolb that 7 i«>'»/ 5 j/i?«fliouldbetBwtpIia€e, 
heroic m.'irtyrs, in a book by it- where, above - all 
fclf, which was intituled, Of the Jmvs fhewed the grcjateft 
empire of reafon. It is now better nefs for their religion, aM,j,cb,ttr 
known to us, by that of the book fequently, where fuch fevfere'^^- 
of the Maccabees ; but, as nci- amplcs were thought moft rtc- 
ther he, nor the author of the ceflkry by that e^mfjperated 
fecond book of that name, do prince, 
exprefly mention the place where (O) We have already fpokbn 
this dreadful feene was afted, of this family, which was the lir^ 
has taken it into his head, of the twenty-four claiTes .ap- 
that it was done at Ant'mh (9), pointed by David to officiate at 
becaufe they fhewed their tomb the temple, though not one of 
in that city in St. Jeromes, time, the four that returned from the 
and had there built and dedicated captivity(4). MattatMat Wfts the 
a church, to them (i). But as fon of JcAc, the fon of Smon, 
Jofephus feems to beliuye, tliat it the fon of Jfmoruus, from whom 
was done,,at Jerufaltm if), and 4<^rcended the . jffmmeani ( c). 
is followed by many learned From this Mattatbias defcendeid 
men, and Rtt/nus gives no better the Matcalifes, fp.famedin iiftory 
reafon than that OT his tradition, for fiteir zeal a!nd bravery, and 
we fee no ocCsifioh for f^loW- of whom we fhall fp(^ in the 
ing him, as fome authors h^ve fQliomngfe^lion, . 

, (9). P.araphr. #> lHikJtimfei>i emotion, ' i))JKide Hitrtm leti n/oee 

■' W lC»h 0t ?♦ 

impfr. fatiifi, (3)' M « l-yr^, Strriir. Qa/ma-, (4) » Cbfen, Jtxiv. 7. ' Ste 
JI1/9 ve!. jii. p. 5, £? ftq- end abwt, p. jS i, fit (Q;, (5) yefipb. aatif. f, xii. f. 8* 
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of $be Jews. 2;i 

ef ehofe feenes of crucFcy and profaneneis, which were a6^ed 
at y&ufilint by Atclhnius^ and the aj^oftatc During 

his recefe there', AptlUs^ one of the king’s officer^, came to 
‘oblige the inhabitants of the place to execute his eommands 
Having got the people together,# with and his 

five fonsCP), he addrelTed himfelf to him on account of his 
dimity, and the great effeem he was in, hoping, that if he 
perfiiade him to. comply, his example would Toon draw 
He made him in vain the amplefi; promifes, that 
and protedion, both of him'and his Tons, 
immediate reward of his compliance. Afatta-No^le «*’• 
ihlisi aiM^l^d him, with a voice loud enough to be heard by/?'-'*’'” 
all the aneflibly, that though the whole JewiJh nation, and^P^ii^^* 
the whole world, .were to conform to the king’s edidfy yet 
both he and his fons would continue faithful to their Got> to 
the laft minute of their lives; and that no eonfideration 
ihdulii; prevail on them to for fake the religion of their fore¬ 
fathers; ‘' ip the mean time, fome of the king’s officers had 
prevailed <>n fome cowardly Jews to take another way j and 
one of theih was juft then offering himfelf to facrifice to an 
idol, when the good old prieft, calling to mind what the law 
ot-M&fes ordains againft fuch tranfgreffors, that they ftiould 
to.immediate deaths, fell upon the man, and killed 
fifm upon the fpot. His fons, at the fame time, being fired Heads the 
ibe fame zeal, killed the king’s officer and his men, Jews a- 
overthrew the altar and idol, and, running about the the 

cried out,' that ihofc who were zealous for the law of God, Syrians, 
{hould'follow them: by which means they faw" themfelves 
at the. head of a numerous troop, with whom they foon after 
withdrew into fome of the deferts of Judaa. Thefe wexe leads thetr 
prefently followed by great numbers of others, whq, to zvo\^i»tothe<i; 
pcrfecution’,flocked to them from other parts of the country P; fert. 
io that the deferts of Judeea were filled every-where with 
them. 

As foon as Mattathm and his men were come into a place 
of fafety, they fet themfelves on confulting the beft means 
for ftanding op'thcir own defence. Here the remembrance, 
of thpf^ of their brethren, "who had fuffered themfelves tp be 

*'*»W . i 

t y ^ 

, Joseph, apt. l.xii. c. 8. uMaccab. ii. i, &feq. • Dbvt. 

)du. 6, &' ' P Joseph, i Maccab. ubi fupra. 

(?) Thefe were Ah’- andthemoftfamoosofalltliereft, 

named ^ddit, Sinmt fornamed fvniamed i^rtf^^^ « 

called Mdeestheusf Jenatban^ fttrnamed Afpbus (6). 

(6) X Madab, ii. 15, 28. ' , 


butchered 



out 
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Botcher^ by their enemies on the^f4bb9th, 
lia^fible their danger, unleCs they fleered skdtf|erem courfe $ 
ibtv !as hs they continued in that ftruputous notion o€ 
lionrefiilan^, for fear of breaking the fabbath, they would 
be flUl liable to the f^e^flratagems, and by that ;naeam, ifl 
a little time, be totally exth-patedr Having thenfote tnr 
turely weighed the matter, and confulted other learne^pj ‘ 
and rulers that were come over to him, i<r was n ‘ ‘ 
for the future, it fhould be lawful, nay» obU| 
up arms in their own defence, whenever l^ey 
on the fabbath as well as on any other ivf 9. 
having been j^lvately communicated to tbe,J§ 
of topether with their reafons f(|^ 

univerfally received by all; and from that>qhie madoi^ 
difficulty to defend their lives and piopettl^s at au‘i^e9,*4l^ 
upon all occasions (QJ. ^ 

Matta> Mattathias having, by this time, (IrcngCheneibA little 
mias re‘ grmy With thefe and other flout and i^ligious'q^^j^ dai^ 
•^"^/^^eforted to him, began to comedown witir^^wnn^htothe 
^plains, and to try his force, not only againft tb^j^rf^^ntotSy 
Year* of againft his apoflate brethien. As lhahy ' 

the flood be took, he put to death \ the reft, iffisilihch^grcfi 
ziSr. beis, he forced to fly into foreign countries, to ibci 
Bef Chrfelves from his refentment. Having once injected aW 
167. fal fear on his enemies, he marched from City toe 
turned the idolatrous altars, opened the fyi 
Matthfi which bad, till then, been cither fhut up, or appre^j^sai^ ... 
thtougb yfpj . jftade a diligent fearch after all the faci^^ boo^ 

'*^bich had efcaped the fury of their enemies, and or^ed 
tlTfacred ct^«cs to be written of them j caufed the reading imd 
looks, expounding of the Scriptures, prayers, and ether parts of di¬ 
vine worfhip, to be refumed, and all the males born finbe 
the perfecution to be drcumcifed ^ In aH thefe Gom bl^M 



< Josr PH. 1 Maccab. ubi fupra. * 1 Maccab. iL 43, Sc feg[ 


(QJ Among thoTe who refort- Thefe being known to be the 
ed to, and did not a Httle nciftfln£loraervmofthey«av' 
firengthee^. belittle flying army ^hnys and tirtditkins (fl), thdr 
ofjile/rjr/l/tfji,were die•example yety much influenced 
or raffier Htf^deans, a brave and the ri^ in the late deciflon, ,anA 
ffierfoods formed among encouraged them tofetnflde their 
the TWi fbM after thelv ittuni feruplea about the fabbath, when- 
ibom ffie tiaptiyity. nave rverthefafetyoftheirliveScnitte 
already gh en fame account of in competition with the abfbi’. 
them in a former volume (zl* vance of it, 

(y f'of.uwf,z3f){f}. X SfaeraS, Uf 

him 



^ irou^Tcdn^^erable p^rt within th«f0)pr( ^ce 

o( one year; had, in altpi^bootl, gone wth 



W 

'been 



fej even tpjBfuJklm, where |»e ftrongeft Sj/naifg^ifya was 
^ept, had ne not been prev^ced with death. / il^what he 
l^fc vnj&niiheily wai footi^ after pejrijeifteiby his worthy fons, 

?U\]y hyyudas Afae^t/huff of whom We ihalfipcak more 
ill tbPi«e«c fe^iion. 

time Mattathias^ hoding himfelf quite worn Hu laft 
Ihd^hcknefsy called his fons together, and fpokcj^"f^ 
Sleeifei^: hitherto pride and opjjrdlion bavc^'-^y^*"* 

' itp profper over us, for a punishment of our 
,, ye valiant and zealous for God’s laws, and 
/ear fldi{ to^expofe yom- lives ip defence of God’s covenant 
V^yoUi[^ftMrefathers, if you expedl the reward propiifed to 
to it Cul to your remembrance the^obedience of Abraham^ 
the fhithfuloers of jB/eph^ the zeal of Hbinthaty Calebh cou- 
rSige,^JP^iif9 conftancy, £iijab*s zeal, and the intrepidity 
of JOoiiWf'^iP^ his ftiithful companions. Let their miracu** 
bus infplrc you with a Aire truft in the Al* . 

Be not difcouraged by the tlireats and « 
of the greateft men, who, though they feem to 
now» will mortly be cut off, and become the food 
but arm yourfelves with courage, in defence of 
rs, liberties, and religion j and you wUl not fail of fuc* 
iStman, your eldeft hrother, has always (hewed him* 
felf a ,ihan of conAimmate wiAJom i let him fupply the office 
of and a counfellor, and do nothing without his ad” 

Judas is well known to you all for bis valour end con* 
duSj; iet him be your general, and lead you agatnft your 
enemies. And may heaven crown his and your valour with 
glory and fuccefs < Having thus faid, he expired in a good Hu death. 
old age, and was buried axMedm with his anceftors, greatly of 

lamented by all the faithAil in Ifraeh (Ry. He was, accord- 

mg 2182 

• 1 Maccab. ii. 49. ad fin. Bef Chr. 

160 


(R) The firft book of Mrt- part in the latter; for the one 
taiees barely t^s us, that be hundredth and forty-fixth year of • 

died in, the^ one hundredth aivL the kingdom qf the Uretis^ ftlls 
•ffifty-fixtb year, without men- exaAly ynxh liieJuUaH year i<ii6. 
tionmg.whmher of his life;, or (A before Chnd, which is the year 
the srta of ^ Stieufube. Some b whith he died (9^ 
theceforo have taken it ip be Hb4«ddin| dieppin^ about 
bnaer fenfe 1 bm the fat greater the necefiity 0/,jtb« taldng arms 


(9) m Vffir, & pri4.fiA «m. 

T on 


' VoL. X. 
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ing to his defire, fucceeded by his brave (on Jud^s^ in the 
command of the army; and by him the Jewijh religion and 
, . ftdte were foon after reftored to their antient fplendor, as we 

ihall fee in ^e next fe^tion. 

/ 

on the fabbath has made feveral beesy or Jo/epbus, fay any thing 
learned men, both y^ws and of this imaginary dignity. It 
, ChrtjUatiSy fanfy that he had appears on the contrary, that 
been high-prieft of the T'wj {I); MenelaittwiVA ftill alive, and. in 
but it is. plain he did not deter- credit at the court of 
mine the cafe by his own autho- and was fuccceded by hirPomer 
rity, but by the advice of fuch Alcimusy of whom we 
. learned men asT were with him: in the fequcl. 

neither do the book of Macca- ' • 

j 

(t) Btn Gorittty Aten Exira, ^ al Serrar, Fullery Geitebr, uL 

S efc ^ 

SECT. III. 

f 

Sequel of the Jewifh Hiftory^ from Judas Maccabeus, 
to the Conqueft of Judasa by the Romans, 


Judas D A Sy (\xrnzmcA Maccabeus, from whomt^e heroes 

Macca- of this epocha had the name of Maccabees (A)i did not 

beus fuc- fuffer his troops to continue longer idle than*' till tfaey^ad 
cu^s his * 

father, , ' .* 

(A) There arc various con- ftill tliat appellative in meinory 
je&ures concerning the etymo- of their former concea]men|i Of 
logy of this word, and not one from the word makkebahy which 
of them to be depended upon j ftgnifies a cavern; and fo they 
not only becaufe nothing is more might be called cavetturs, 
uncertain than etymologies, but /urhers in caverns. 
becaufe the book of the Macca- Others derive it from the verbs 

tees being only extant in Gteeky macab to wound, from nakab to 
we have no certainty which were pcrforate,from hakab to fupplant; 
the original letters of the word j all which they, by foine feeming 
fo that feme have taken the mid- analogy, apply either to thofe 
die letter to have been a n, others Jevotjh heroes who fought, or tQ 
a ft others the j , according to thofe who fuiferedtnartyrdom for 
which the fcnfe of the verb will their religion, whether m yudacay 
vary exceedingly. out of it 

It might, indeed, appear at iirft The moft general opinion is, 
fight, that the Maccabees werefo fjyit it was taken from tjie four 
called, from thenmu, initial letters .a. .< of tlieiith 


macchahehy or mecehubthy hid, as verfe of the 15 th of Epfffdusy Mi 
a term of contempt, becaufe they camota haeUm ytkwa, 
hid themfdves in holes and ca- like unto thee, OLoap, among 
verns; and that having after- the gods I which ftftir letters are 
wards Wiped off the reproach of fuppofed to have been embroi- 
it by their bravery, they retained dcred upon their ftandards and 
> jSuelds, 
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ef)ded the days of his f<ther*s mourning. His litde army 
amounted! to no more than fix thoufand men ^ ; but what 

they 


• 2 Maccab. viii. 1. 


ft 


t 9 ;i^elds, in the manner of the Ro- ing to our Match and Jfrili 
MtittSt. P, ^R That theWAercas the Syrians^ &c. began 
fond of cheie ab> their year fix months lathr. St. 

7 ^°^ affirms, that he had feen 
the trebm or^adrople names of it in the former (3); and Origin 
their learned tahhes, fuch is that tells as, that it was intituled, 
of Rambam, for Mo/tsBen SbathstSat Btne El^axyUhefcep-^ 
Matmm ^xiBhO fox Rabbi Levt tre of the prince of the Ions ^ 
Ben Qerjbm, and many more {1} j Goi>(4}; or, according tO'^otWs 
bttt whether thefe kind of abbre*- (who read Smrbtne in one word, 
viations were fo antient as the and with the fameh inftead of 
MaecaheeSt or not, it feems plain the fbm)y the feeptre of the rebels 
firom the text, that Judas had Lord, intimating, that 

that faruame long before he dif- the Maccabees had maintained the 
played his fiahdards againft his divine feeptre or power, againft 
enemies {.2), * thofe who had rebelled againft it t 

‘ However that be, Judas, the but the original has beeniongfince 
Jenu^ chief, fetms to have borne loft, and the Greeh verfioi^s now 
iti^by yjftcy of eminence; and from reckoned ihe moft authentic. 

4 din it ^fted to hts brethren and It contains a clear and fucdnft 
IhcCOffors, and thence to all who hiftofy of what happened to the 
mok up arms, o- died, for the Jews, ftom the reign of ^ntio- 
JenuiJh caofe; and'laftly, it was chus Eptphanes, to the death of 
given to the books which con* thehlgh-'pneft 6 ' 70 !t 0 «( 3 ), that is, 
taip the hiftory of thofe wai 9 and of about forty years. It was 
perfectttions, and of which It will partly compiled fiom the mc' 
be th^fore ncceflary to give our moir^ which Judas Maccabeus 
readers a ftiort account, before had caufed to be coUe£fed ( 6 ), 
w 6 clofe this note. and paitly from thofe of the 

The firft book of the Macca- high-prieft Hyreanus, the fon of 
hees was wiitten originally, ei- Simon, who began his govem- 
-tber Vi Hebrew, br in the Chaldee, ment where the book ends, and 
which became the current Ian* who is therefore by fome fitpo 
guage of the Jews, after die cap- pofed to be the author of it, tho* 
tivicy. Its ftile and phrafe come he be barely quoted in it, as 
neareft that of thb fficred hifto* haying fudiiftied him th6 inate« 
'xvimofpdSyof^dlpo(asypha,vxA rials out of hit chronicle ^7). 

Its chronological computation is is generally fuppofed 

purely Hebrew, and bi^s al- to have limited this book into 

waysat the monthQuoted by 

(t) Df bts vide JPtlf Idthetb^ rabkiot iSt SHuUorf, fgaff- de abbnvtotuf. 
(t) Pidfi MtutA, d. 4. (3) gtdtos*. (4) Jpud £*fth. 

btp tcclef I vu € uU tp {<) ViA 

1 Hoitab top, uk. vtr* »J, S’ fej. ( 6 j ^ Atateab.U, 14. (7) 1 Moteob* 

*?fi vfrult 

^ fom. 
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His Bra they v^anted in number, they made up in zeal and bravery ; 
vety Mkd and GoD gave them fiich fuccefs, that they quickly got into 
Juccffs. feme of the ftrongeft fortrefles of 'Judao^ falling upon their 
. Year of enemies fo Aiddenly, and with fuch courage, that they drove 
the flood them out of their cities, villages, and advantageous pofts; 
B infomuch that Judas*^ name began to become terrible to the 

* Syrians i Samaritan f, and apoftate whilftthofe'whip had 

foriake« their country, to avoid perfecution, were etfc^^»g(!d 
to reforc daily to him from their retceats; whereby 
* increafed to fuch a degree as to make Jpolloniusy tne tn^^||o- 

vernor of Judaa and Samaria^ think it high time to fupprefs 
their rifing power, before it was grown to a greater height. 
I|e haftened therefore to raife a confiderable army, which 
chiefijpeonfifted of SamaritanSy yewijh renegadoes, and ofher 
neighbouring nations, with whom he marched againi^ the 
T>efeau Maccabean chief. JudaSy on the other hand, no-ways 
the Sy- terrified with the (tiperionty of the enemy, came ojut'againft 
rians. him with his handful of men, and gave him a total defeat. 
Apollo- Apollonius was killed on the fpot, with a great number Of his 
vAus^ain. men. I'he reft were put to the rout, leaving a rich plunder 
behind them. Among the reft of the fpoil, Judas took the 
ftain governor’s fword, and ufed it ever after,"in thofe wars 
which he waged againft the enemies of the JewiJh natiojEf^. ^ 

^ 1 Maccab. iii. 10, & feq. Joseph, lib. xii. c. to.^ 

fome fathers as antient as tliat the fanhedrin at Jerufalm» Ahe 
writer, feems to argue this ver- to the Jmsss'of Al^xmMay the 
fion to be of older date. It is other to thofe in E^pt, to notify 
however from this that our Eng- to them the pariheation of the 
l.Jh verfion was made. temple, and dedication of the 

The fecond book of the Mae- altar, inftead of that which had 
eabees is, as we have obferved in been polluted with the idol of 
another feftion, an epitome of a Jupiter ^ and to exhort them to 
larger hiftory written oy one Ja- join in the celebration of the fefti- 
fony but long fince loft. Both the val of it on the twenQr-flfth of 
autho' and abridger feem to have the month Cj/frv. But both thefe 
been Hellmjisy by their manner letters are efteemed even more 
of compai;ation and ftile; or ra- apocryphal Chan tiie reft of the 
ther it looks like a coUeftion of hiftory. 
fome valuable pieces, relating to We have already fpoken of 
the JeauiJh hiftory, from the at-^ the third book of the Maccabees, ‘ 
tempt of Heliodorvs upon tlie* as previous in time to thefe two, 
treafury of the tem^e, to the and <in" authority to the latter of 
’ fign^ viflory them. . We ihall likewifts refer 

eabnts gained over JVirajv^rfifteen the reader To what we fubjoitied 
years after. in that note**concerning the 

It begins with two letters from fourth book of that name *. 

* Set hfere, f, zjt, ^ feq. fui, net, (S). 


Thu 
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This defeat fo enraged Antlocbuiy that, upon his hearing Antio- 
the firft news of it, he agam'denounced the total extnpation ofchujV 
the Jmsi and happy was it for fhem that his treafury was then 
{o exhauftedy by his extravagant largclTes, that he was forced fbe 
to fupprefshis refentijient, till he could raife a fi-iHcieiit fup- 
ply of money to renew the war againft them.; but before he 
could accomplilh this, another of bis gcherals received like' 

,iifHe a fignal overthrow. This was Serene deputy-governor Seron Jf- 
•of under Ptolemy Maeton^ who took it into hisyr/»rt//, 

come againft Juda^^ in hopes, that if lie could defeat 
that^tle ^rmy of his, btforc the king fent more foices 
thither, lie fhould gain no final] glory by it. He advanced 
therefore with his tioops as far as Bcthoiany where JutUis met 
him with an handful of his men. 'Dicfe, feeing the fupenortty 
«f the enemy, exprefled a gicat reluilancy to engage, -ihi- 
tigued aa they were, with marching and fading (B): but 
fudas foon difpclled their fears, by reminding them, that 
they fought the caufe of God, who was not wont to five 
' by ftrength or number, and whofc glory, now concerned 111 
their fuccefs, would difplay itfelf the more, by the difpro- 
portion there was between their two armies. Having thus 
put new life into them, they fell upon the Syrians with fucli 
vi|^ur, that^Siron was overthrown and killed, with eight 
hundred of his men, on the fpot. Some of the reft fled as 
' far ^ Bethoron^ and the greateft pait faved themfelvcs by 
rnnnir^ into the land of the Philijiines K Thefe continued 
fucceftes of tiit new J$wijh general made Philips governor 
of Judaay think it high time to acquaint Anttoclus with the 
danger that province was in of being loft, if not fpcedily re¬ 
lieved. Antiochus had been obliged to leave the government 
to LyftaSi whilft himftlf was gone beyond the Euphrates^ as 
we have feen elfewheie Lyfias^ who had orders to invade 

® I MACCAB.iii. 13. ^ Ibid. ver. 14, Scfeq. ^Seebcfoie, 

Vol. ix, p. 298, k feq. 

(B) It was, it Teems, this Hi- As for Eethonvy it was a<. 
hf^ genccars method to keep a eoiding to S\..Jiram and Eufi 
faft before they engaged the cne- btmt about twelve thoofand pace‘ 

11^(8); and here their march,fall, from 'Jtrujalm (9I; but, accord 
and oiiftt^ To clofely followed, hig to JofeibuSt one hundred 

his men began todefpond ftades(i). At was lituate north 
pf the vidlory, when they’Taw ward of/rrij/ii/raf, and between 
the fuperiority of Stron% army to that metrppolU tod (2' 
theirs. 

(S) I Mmah 1 !i. 17, ^ftq (9) XiT. mr. (i) Cenf. artif- 

I, XX. c, 4, fg Ml, Jttiait, /, I, f, X. (stj Httm, uliptp'** 

T '3 fudtea^ 
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Judaa^ and to deftroy all the fews^ difpatched immediately 
Nicanor to Ptolemy Macron^ governor of Coelefyria and Phamitef^ and 
i?«</G£or-t5 Nttandr and GeergiaSt two experienced officers, forty 
giasy^«/ tf- thouHind foot,, with orders to fee the king’s commands 
gatnji Ju- pundllually obeyed againft the JewiJh nation, 'uiefe came and 
encamped on the plains of Emmaus, not fdl' from Jerufakm^ 
about twenty niiies from Lydda^ where they were reinforced 
with feven thoufand horfefCl. 



formerly gained in a more miraculous manner ag^nft $mia' 
cherib^ and other powerful enemies of the Jews ; and par¬ 
ticularly of a recent one, which fix thoufand of theif nation 
had gained over an army of one hundred and'twcnty thou* 
fand Geuh and Maeedmiansi. However, concluded he, 
remember, that, let the fuccefs be what it will, it is fiill 
more glorious to die fword in hand, in defence of our religion. 
Jives, and liberties, than to fall into the hands Of an enemy 
fully determined to our utter defir udfton. After this exhor¬ 
tation, be was obliged, by the Mofaxc law, to make a pro¬ 
clamation, that all who had married wives, planted Vineyards,’ 
ISc, or whofe hearts failed, fliould depart r ^ and this carried 
oiF near one half of his men, whilfi the reft, Aii^ho remained 
intrepid, were fcarcely furnifiied with weapons fit for fo bold 
tends ihmztA unequal an cnterprize^ Hfliwevcr, he led his tSreb 
SirMizpah. thoufand men to Mizpab (D), there to implore the divine 

affifiance. 


^ 2 Maccab. viii. 19, A feq. 
I Maccab. iv. 6.. 


K Vide Deut. XX. 5, 


(C) NieanoTf who had refolved fides a great number of fervants, 
to nUe, if poffible, the fiim of who brought chains and other 
two thoufand talents, wjiich the materials to convey' them a- 
king his mafter owed to the Ro- way {3'. 

Bus«i,caufed aproclamtion tobe (D) This place, which is fa- 
made, in all the cities and fca- mous in the Old Teftament, upon 
oorts round about, that he would mafty accounts, and where the 
lell his JetuiJh captives at iflc rate Jews ufed to aiTcmblc themfelves 
of ninety for a talent; and this to worfhip befbre the temple was 
brought a gqtat concourfe of biult (4), was now made choice 
mer^nts, who cai^ with large ofiupon this occafion, jhe temple 
fums of money to purchaie thofe being then polluted, and kept by 
epptive$. Our author reckons no a^M«ganfon. * 
tefs than athoidandof thwn,be-' Here they fafied in fackcloth 


J (3) • Afotfa* i:\ At. a M/ee. 34* 
o/i I vu. s, 


b XU, f, |l, 


( 4 ) PiJe 
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aiB(bnc<!y by praybr, failing and facriHccs; in confidence of 
which, he marched with them againft the enemy, and en¬ 
camped as near them as he fafely couht, refulved to offer them 
battle early on the next morning, of which he gave his troops 
notice that very njght*. In the mean time new «wcr.e brought 
to him, by fome of his fcotits, that Georgias was cothing at 
the bead of five thoufand of his choiceft men, and one thou- 
fand horfe, to furpeife him in his camp ; w hich gave him 
fuch an opportunity of countermining him, as gained him a* 
ahd eafy vi£lory ; for, taking tMe advantage of 
abfence, he, and hb three thoufand men, fell on 
a fu^eo on the Syrian army, killed three thoufand of their 
men', imd put the reft to flight, and into fuch confufion, 
they ccwld not be rallied again by any means \ but left their 
camp, and all their baggage and (boil, behind them, and fled. 

GtifrgiaSf having in vain fought for bis enemy, whom hefup- 
pofeo to have again retired into the mountains, was returning 
back tb bis army, when he perceived bis camp on fire j which Burns 
threw'hia men into fuch a paqic, that, m fpite of all hef^eorgiasV 
could do to prevent it, they threw down their arms, and ran » 
after the raft. Judas did not leave off purfuing them,' till he 
had killed fix thoufand more of their men, befides a great * 
number of maimed and wounded ; after which he led his 
vl^rious troops to plunder the enemy’s camp, where, among 
otb^f rich fpoil, they found that money which the greedy gets an im~ 
lAerchants had brought to buy the Jewijh captives with. This menfefpoil, 
fignal vi£fcory was gained on the Friday ; and the next day, 
being their fabbatb, was celebrated with fuitable returns to 
the Divine Providence for their miraculous deliverance 

This defeat proved doubly advantageous to the conqueror. 

It fiirniftied him with quantities of arms and ammunition for and good 
bis men ; and his fame drew daily frefh ijeinforcements framAPPh °f 
all parts oijudaay whom his fuccefs encouraged to repair 

* i Maccab. iii, 57, & feq. * Ibid. cap. iv. paff. Jossfh. 
ubi fupra. 2 Maccab. Viii. 24, & fe<|. 

andafhes, whilft in theft robes; and, at the clofe 

brother, read and expounded to of their faft and prayers, the 
them fopie proper portions out prieftly trumpets gave the fignal, 
bf the ^iptutes. The Nataa-^ as a (ure oQien of their future 
rites likewiie, who fliottld have vi£loryj'and the chief 

perfomfed the conelufion of their gave for the watchword, help 
vows at the temple {5), aflem* 4 /Gotf{ 6 )^ * 

bled themfelves with the priefls 

(5) hs vidt ml, lu. *. 63 . (6) 1 MocetdS, Ui. 46,6? ftf, 

W«. »3, &/tj, . 

T-4 


to 
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to htffl from all the places ot tbeit difperftoh j fo thatlt%fOund 
iMmleif foon dfter in a condition to attempt another is^ionj^ 
-vrhich proved no lefs glorious and Cuccefsful to bim» Timo^ 
theus^ governor of the country beyond Jor-datii znd BaechideSf 
^ another jexperienced officer of the Syrian Army^ had joined 

their force*, and vrere coming againft hiiti, with a defign to 
retrieve their late defeat; but Judas was, by this time^ To 
J>efeaU well reinforced, that he met and overthrew them in 
Timothw battle, killed twenty thoufand of their men, enrichf^ditofSf 
fpoif, got a new fupply of provifions fo|r/||p^en, 
Bacchidcs, took prefently alter feveral ftrong fortrcfles'l^fc^'^the 
diiheartened Syriansf which he garifoned with fome of hts 
troops, and depofitcd in them the arms which they had taken 
Divides from the enemy. In the diftribution of all the fpoil, Judas's 
the/petl. generofity outwent what was even prefer!bed by the 

law, which intitled none to (hare it with the combatants^ but 
thofe who were left to take care of the baggage ^; but he 
caufed a confiderable part to be divided among his Indigent 
brethren, fo that the old,, decrepit, the Tick and lame« the 
widows and the fatherlefs, were made partakers of the fruits 
of his vidlories. In this battle was killed one of Ttmtheus*s 
chief officers, named Philarchust who had been a bitter enemjr 
to the Jews} and whilft they were making their Rejoicings 
Callifthe' their fuccefs, news wpre brought, iiaaxCalliJlhenes^ the man 
nes hmt who had hrll fet fire to the gates of the temple, had congealed 
himfelf m a little houfe not ffir from thems upon which 
Judas difpatched a detachment, who went and fet it on'fire, 
and biurnt him in it, as a juft retaliation for his facrllege m, 
NxeanorV As for Nieanor^ he faved indeed his life, but loft his honour, 
Jhamful being forced to retreat to Antiochy ip the difguife of a fervent, 
and there excufc his late difgrace, by owning, that the Jews, 

, when under the proteiftion of their Goo, were invincible". 

Whei;! Zyfas heard the news of the total defeat of the 
army he bad lent into Judaa, he made all the hafte he could 
to put hxmfelf at the head of fixty thoufand foot,’»afld five 
tfioufand horfe, all of the choiceft troops he could get; and, 
entering Judaa with them, through the territories of Idumea, 
was met at Bethzura (£) by the MaecaUtifls general, at the 

head 

^ Vide NuMf. ;(xxi. 25, & feq. ><Sam. xxx. 24. » % Macc. 

viii 30, & feq. ' " Ibid, ver, 35, U feq. i Maccab. U Joseph. 
aatiq. hb. xxi. c. II. * ' * 

(E) This was a very important lu the tribe of Judah (7), and had 
fortrefs about that tune. It was formerly been fortified by king 

(jJ jw, S9* 


Behsheanti 
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head of «nly ten thoufand men. The two armiea engaged,Lyfia$ 
and J^at, thd* Co much inferior to the Syrians, fell upon/iaffd in 
them with fuch courage, that he immediately killed five Judaea, 
thoufand of them on the fpot, and routed the reft» and Year of 
hyfats, obferving that the 7<f«;r fought like men uetermined^^® 
either to conquer or die, would not venture a fccond engage-^ 3 - 
|ncnt*with the remainder, of his feared army j but returned 
txAnkoch% with a defign to bring a much greater force, ijj. 
liem by the following year® (F). 
aU>this while the fan^uary continued polluted with 
abpn^blc idols, the temple garifoned by idolaters, and the 
city a ruined heap. As foon therefore as the enemy was gone 
put of the province, Judas marched with his army to the 
metropolis, fully purpofed to recover and purify it. And, Judas 
ppon tbe|r coming to nv>unt Skn, and feeing the defolation/«»‘c/f« 
in which it lay, the houfes, palaces, and gates of the^'O’ 
temple burnt down, the courts of the fanduary over-run 
with ftiriibs and briers*, the'prieftly apartments dcmolifhed,^'^*/*^ 
the altar and. holy places profaned, and ftripped of all their 
antient Mendor,. they rent their cloaths, covered their heads"®^*^®* 
|vith duft, and fUled the ^ir with cries, and other tokens of«the 
- livelieft 

. o 1 Maccas. iv. 30, & feq. 

JUb^oam (8), it being one of being attacked in the night, and 
the iStyn of Judaa, on the fouth in the abfence of one of Sieir ge> 
fide of Uumea (9^ The feepnd nerals, whilft the ocher, depend- 
i)ook of the Maccabets places il ing on his ftratagem, lay in pro- 
at five fttrlongs,diftance from found fecurity. In that which 
rufalem{i)i but thismuft be a he gained over ^imotheus and 
miftake, either of the tranflator Bacebtdes, he killed twenty thou- 
or tranicriber, it being, accoi^- fand of their men before they 
ing to Ettfehius, full twenty miles gave ground ; neither is it faid 
from it, on the road to He- of either of thefe two a&'ons, 
ht‘dn (a). whether Judas attacked the two 

(F) This is one of the moft commanders jointly or feparate- 
ftgnal vi£lqries that ever Judas ly; fo diat if we may gueis from 
yet gained againft the Syrians, his chara^er, it is more likely 
arid at the fame time the moft he fel! upon them in both, before 
difltcult to be accounted fpr, they lAd joined their forces, 
from theimperfed relation which But in this, Lg/ias cqmes at the 

the authors give us of s«i head of fixq|r choke 

Tliac which he gained againft foot, and ten thonfand hoefe, lets 
thofe two experienced generals, down before fi:e»hiar4, is attack^- 
iVirVtfw#-and was owing <>w*by only ten thoufand men, 

to a forprix^ the Syrian army and haa fcarcely five thoufand of 

f$) zClrn. H, 7. (9) I Maeeab* ,v. 6r. * R^attab. xit 

(ij XU , (") ^ li.calfox»Uu,p.i^-;i,ub,nft, 

hif 
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livelicft fojfrow. As foon as Judas obferved thefe i^rli erno- 
tions a little alTwaged, he polled fome of his braveft troops to 
guard all the avenues of the city from furprize, and then ap¬ 
pointed fuch of the priellly order as had beftfignaliked them- 
felvds for their zeal and fandlity, to enter into the temple, 
and fee it thoroughly nd of all its profane lumber, whilft the 
reft of the people were bufy in clearing the ftreets and* places 
of all their rubbilh. Whatever old materials <;)iey.foi;[nd» 
that had undergone any defilement, they broke to, pieces, 
^and carried them out of the city, and buried them’^fome 
"commonplace, efpecially the altar of burnt-offcnng^^Wjji^ 
had been lo notorioully profaned, that no part of it Was ftt 
for ufe^ and which was therefore demohfhed, and carried off, 
and another of unhewn ftones p fubftitutcd to it (G). There 

♦ were 

P I Maccab. iv. vcr. 43, & feq. 


his own killed, a fmall number 
out of feventy thoufand, before 
he IS routed,and fo dilheartened, 
tSAi-Q leave the province, and le- 
tire to Antioch. Our authorb do 
not tell us in what order either 
fide difpofed their troops, but, 
from what we have formerly 
mentioned of the Jenvtp way of 
fghting (3}, and even by what 
we can gather from that of the 
MaceaktSf who feem to have ftill 
followed the old way, the method 
was (whenever their army was 
too fmall to make a front equal 
to that of the enemy), to divide 
their trodps into four or five 
}>odies, of a confiderable depth, 
wnd fo fall on the enemy at pro¬ 
portionable diftances. 

Let us therefore fuppofe ever 
fo great a fuperiority in the ‘/tat- 
ijh army, either in poin^of cou¬ 
rage and experience, knowleg: 
of the ground, advantage of Situ¬ 
ation, or the l|ke^ it will ftdl ap¬ 
pear next to a miracle, that Se¬ 
venty tfaott&nd choke 
horfe and foot, ihouM be rowm 
and broken, upon the death of 

(3) Vil ui. f 


a 

»five thoufand of their meto, and 
by fo fmall a number as ten 
thoufand. 

, If, therefore, au¬ 

thors have nor exaggerated the 
number of their enemies, we 
may very well fuppofe they have 
their chara£lcr ; and by thclr de¬ 
feat, and their general’s ^iild- 
denly retiring from Judaa^ it 
may be realonably conduded, 
that his army, infttad of confift* 
ing of fuch choice horfe and foot, 
was only an undsfciplined mul¬ 
titude, gathered up m hafte, and 
eafily feared at the fight of fo 
brave and lefolute an enemy. 
What confirms this conjefture is, 
that Ltfias had much better fuc- 
cefe the next year, as we fliali fee 
in the fequel 

(G) It feems there arofe no 
fmall difficulty among the 
dodors, about difpofing of the 
materndsof this old altar. On 
fhc one hand, it had been dedi- 
cmied to, and had a long time 
been ufed in the fervice of Goo; 
fo that they thought it unlawful 
to apply them to any common, 
184, £//«■/ 

ufes. 
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were anany things wanting before the divine fervice could ^Theahart 

berefumfid'i the altar of perfumes, thetablc of fliewbread,-^9^^tf^^/ 
the feven-branch candlefticL, cenfers, and other facred uten- ^tftdwar- 
fils, all of the pureft gold, had been carried off, as well 
the rich veil, which covered the holy of holies: all il tfe^ there- 
fore the Jewijh chief caufed to oc made anew out of the ®f 
fpoils of their enemies} and all being fet up in their refpeftive 
places, and the holy and moft jjoly place repaired, they began 
the divine Worlhip with the dedication of the new altar, and ^ jg. 
omer^holy utenfUs, on the twenty-fifth day of the month 
being the very fame day on which it had ceafed by 
th9 prolsmation of the temple three years before, and in the 
feednd y^ear of ^udas'% government. 

Tffts ceremony, which was performed with all imaginable 
folemniy, was ufliered in with the earheft dawn, by the 
found of the trumpets, by raifing a fiefli fire by the llnking/omfi, 
of tWp firc-ftones j which was no fooner kindled, than they 
began with offering the lamb foi the daily facrificc, lighting 
the lamps, burning the ufual portion of incenfc, and all other 
parts of the divine fervice, according to the, Mofaic law ; 
from which time it was never difcontinued, till the deftruc- 
of the temple by the Romans, This feftival was 
eight days with great devotion and joy, after which it 

ufes. On the other hand, the Jofiphus^ that ever they made a 
heathers had polluted it in fo new one The 7 «/««<*^j,afterthc 
many'Ways, by finifiemg un- author of the fecond book of the 
clean beads upon it to their idols Maccakesy tell us indeed, that 
and felfe deities, that the re- caufed the old one,which 

taining any part of it would Mo^s had made, to be burled in 
have been deemed td defile all fo fecret a place a little before the 
thdr future offerings. At length. captivity, that it could never be 
a middle expedient was agreed found; and the former add, that 
on, that they Ihquld be depofited it will never be brought forth, 
into feme convenient cavity of till God is reconciled to the 
themountam on which the temple people, and has gathered them 
flood, till foroe prophet arofe that all undei the King Meffiah. It 
could direft them how to difpofe is tlierefore reckoned one of the 
better of th^n (4'. five th^^ that were svanted in 

Ampng the facred utenfils the fecoiS temple j but whether 
ydikh "Judas caufed to be made, they made any thing like it after 
inffe^ of thofe which Antiotbut their return, is more than we 
had carritd olJi we do not rOa<f* dare affirm. \^#fhall fee in the 
of^n ark and mercy-featto fiand fe<]u«»,thatii^hen tjaMtHomans plun- 
in moft holy place^ nor ia it derttlthe fa^4ry,they found it 
fold by Mzfay Nthemahy or even emprf bf w foofe.utenfik 

(^) \ fiUfcsi. iv. 4!], ftf. 
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ordered to be foletnnized every year in the fame manlier, by 
the whole nation, under the name of the feaft of the dedi¬ 
cation *t. During this time the hront of the temple was 
adorned with crowns, garlands, efcutcheons, and other or¬ 
naments of the heft gold. Every houfe v as iikewife illumi¬ 
nated and adorned ; and from thence «t was alfo called the 
feaft of lights f (H). The author of the fecond book of 
the Maccabees adds », that, ift memory of their having kept 
the teaft of the tabernacles, whilft they lurked in dteir dims, 
and on the mountains, they repaired to the temple pn this 
new feftival, with palms and other curious branches fh their 

^ 1 Maccab iv. 58, & fe<j ' Joseph, antiq.l.a^. c. Ji, 

• a Maccab. X. 6, & ieq. 

(H) It was accordingly con- evangelifts calls it encaenia (6), 
tinned to be celebrated by light- which implies the f^une thing, 
ing of many candles, feme at their and adds, that it fell in the win- 
doors, and fome iff their houfes. ter, about the time of the folllice. 
Even to this time they light a This circumftattce is fo inach 
certain number of laige wax- the more material, bWJaufe C 3 irift 
tapirs ill their fynagogues during vouchfafing to alTift at it, though 
this feibval; that is, one on the appointed only by human autho- 
firft day, two on the Iccond, and rity, fafhcientlx proves the law- 
fo on to eight on the lad; day of fulnefs of iniiituting feflivals in 
the feaft; the occafion of which> memory of public bleffings (7). 
the Jews tell us, wa*?, that when The Jews indeed ce^br^ed 
they came to light the lamps on two other dedications, to Wit, that 
the great candleltick, they could of Solomn^XL<SL that ofZembbahelt 
find no holy oil to feed them which were properly founded on 
with, till, after much looking, divine authority, becaufei 
they found a little veflel fealed, tuted by perions divinely in- 
which contained jufi; as much as fpired; but that this which our 
would ferve one day; but, to ^viour is obferved to have been 
their furprize, burnt eight whole prefent at, could be neither of 
> days. On this day they Iikewife thefe, is plain, becaufe that of 
celebrated the death of Hohpher- Solomon was kept in the month 
nrs by Judith ^ tho’ they are not which is about our att- 

all agreed.thai It happened about tumn (8); and that of Zerub^ 
this lime {9}. hahel in the month Adecr, or the 

ft was lawful 4 towever,to work lafl month, Which falls in the 
during the feftival, ii being on.y fpring (9}; whereas that of Ju- 
obfcrv#*d by mirth, and going to Maceabtus was in the winter, 
the fyftagogue ‘ The Jews caU whidi ^ees the ev^- 

it hanucah, which figmfies refto* lays it* the pliure 

ration, or renewing.^ One c^e above-quoted!, - ^ , , 

f Ft<it frfa eepfijui, ftK iiu e. 9. (6) X. 

(9) yrJeGi^it, M %» (ij I via.s. 2 Chun. v. 3’ {g) Sura 

VI. xs, ^ 

7 hands, 
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hands, aud celebrated their wonderful deliverance with pfaims 
and hymm iuitable to th'e occafion. 

And now there remained bift one obftacle more to be re- Judas 
moved, namely, the garifon which Apollonius had {daced in ufes tht 
the fortrefs of//tytf,on the eminence over-agamft the temple 
to annoy thofe that went to and from it; for whilft 
that was ftill kept by heathens’, and apoihte ^evss^ it could 
not but obftru^t their concourfe to the place of worfhip. A 
fiege'l^ould have taken up too much time, had 'Judas been 
furniibed with men and warlike inftruments for it, becaufe 
the place was very ftrong, both by art and nature . and to 
ha/e blockaded it, would have employed a greater number ot 
men than he could fpare. There was therefore but one way, 
left, namely, to fortify the mountain of the temple with a 
high wall, and itrong towers, round about, and to leave an 
ftout garifon to defend it, and hinder that of Aaa fiom dif- 
turbtflg thofe who reforted tojerujalem. At the fame timeBeth- 
Judas caufed fome additional fortifications to be made to zura 
jBaihiura^ it being, as was lately obferved, an advantageous 
/briefs, to obfhu£l: the entrance fiom Idumea (K) ; for 
'which reafon it had been lately attempted by L)ftas 

• By 

' t I Maccas. iv. 60, & fcq. 


(I) ^he word ", acra^ pro¬ 
perly. fignifies an eminence, or 
fortryls.huilt on fome eminent 
ad, which has the command 
ICOuntiy round about; and 
as w imo SJera ftood higher than 
thatmo/i?ff, it gave that garifon 
the advantage of annoying all 
that paifed to and from the 
temple, as was obferved above, 
(K) It will not be improper 
here to remind our readers, that 
this Idumea is not the Idumea 
antiently fo called in the facred 
books of theOldTelbunent, 0- 
therwife theland of tdom^ fituate 
between theZ>re^andthe^e</ 
and known fince by the name of 
ArediaPetreuai concerning which 
.the reader may feewhat has been 
fiud m a former volume (i). 
fiat this we are now fpeaking 


of, was a portion of the inhe¬ 
ritance of the tribes o(Simeon aiid 
Juda}\ taken in poffefiion by 
fome Idumt-anSy during the time 
of the Babylontjh captivity, who, 
being driven out of their land by 
the Nabatbeens, came and iettltd 
here, and inlarged their terrltoiy 
from the fouth part of the lot of 
Judabf as far as Hebron^ which 
they made their metropolis, as ic 
had been that of the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah, Thefe thcrefoxe, and not 
the andent Edomites^ are the IIu- 
meaus we lhall have often occa^ 
iton to mention in the fequel of 
this hiftory. % 

Now lying on the 

road between Hibron and Jru- 
fmm^ at about twenty miles 
from the latter, as we have hinted 
in a former note, was an impor- 


(t) Set htforti uai. li. f, 4^5, 


taat 
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, by this time all the neighbouring nations heard 

what had been done AtJerufaUm, were fo exafpemed againlh 
the yews, that they refolved to join their forces, to extiipate 
Jews foa/- the whole nation. They began with murdering all thofe that 
chanced to live among them, and waited only the coming of 
Jfntiochus into Judaa, to aifift them in the utter deltru^ion 
i^tio- Qf the Jews but, happily for thefe, Jntiochush death, which. 
happened foon after, broke all their meafures, afld fr^ird^^^hch* 
Year of bloody defigns which that exafperated tyr^t had 

the flood againft them We have already given an aqcout^t, 
2184. preparations, and extraordinary death, in a fortner 

BefChr chapter V 

164. The minority of the young ^ntioebus caufed fome altera* 
tions in Palajlme, and gave the Jews a kind of refpite, 
which proved however but (hort-lived. PtoUmy Matron, 
governor of Coelefyria, who had been an inveterate enemy to 
the Jews, and had made them fuffer great hardihi^ dprihg 
the fail reign, was now by fomc means become their niiehd ; 
but he was foon after accufed for it to the king, and deprived 
of bis government by Lyfias, who fucceqded him in it, and 
came prefently after with a powerful army into yudaa. Ip 
the interim, Georgias, who commanded the* 5 >rm» forces 
there, having gathered a frefli body of Grangers, wa^ majplpg 
continual incurlions againil the Jews, whUlf the Jdu^eans, 
who had joined with him, held the mofl: advantageous polby 
and received in them all the renegado Jews, in hopes to tire 
Judasya/A the reft by prolonging the war. But judas, having gathered 
0»r£«ldu-his army together, went and attacked them in that pj|||fl|jf 
means, their territories, which was called Airahatene, and l^ilt i p ^ * 
left than twenty thoufand of them*. From thence hemi^bed 
againft the children of Bean (L), who had proved a ftiarp 
thorn in his fides, and drove them into two of their ftrongeu 
towers 5 and when he underftood that they were furnished with 

” I Maccab v i,&feq sMaccab.x. i,&feq JossBB.an^q. 
1. xii. c. 14 Euseb. chron. '* Vol. ix. p 292, dc feq. ^ Id. ib. 

tant barrieragainli; the incarfions they were a tribe of Idumean$, of 
of the Syrian troops that were m waom the text fays, that they 
Idumea, ami welf de&rved ail \ 9 eie a fnare and decoy to the 
the care that Judas beftowed ui Ifrathtes, and lay m wait againft 
the fortifying of it. them on the high-ways (2), as 

{h) Whether Bean was die they palled to and from jeru-*. 
nam^ of a man, city, or tnbe, is /akm, 
not certain; but inoft probably 

f%) 1 MMcab, V. 4, &/tg, C'pJ, turn Ger, xxxsi. 27. & juX!!. 3. & 

BMUtl. 31, 

Icvcry 



C xi.' ^be Hifiory of the>Jtvis^ 287 

every nece^^y s thing to hold out a fiege, he left his three 
brethren, Jofeph,And Zaccheus^ with a fufficient force 

to reduce thetn, whilit he led the reft upon a more important 
expedition. During the ftege, fome pf ^itHonh head officer» 
ftilFered themfelves to be bribed with a fum of fevcnty thou- 
fand drachms, to let fome of the befieged efcape. Jtdas^ 
b^ng informed of it, ordered thofe traitors to be tried by the 
b^ds of the army, and to be put to death; after which he 
tOok ifee two fortrefles by affault, put both ganfons, which 7 ake$ /wi 
codifte^ of about twenty thou fand, to death, burnt thsfirongfor 
towers to the ground, and palled cNtiJordan into the land 

'f, Thefe*hc found likewife in a good pofture”^'*''^^" 
of defence, having Ttmotheui the Syrian general at their head, 
who had gathered a great number of forces out of Afia^ and“^®* 
was cottiing to invade "Judaa, He had feveral fkirnnmes with 
the Ammonites^ before he could come at the Syrian com- 
niander, and defeated and killed great numbers •, after 
lyliich he took the city oVJazary put a ganfon into it, and 
marched baOk into fudeea . 

In the mean time Tmotheus had gathered together an army 
fco!n among all the heathen nations, who were now more 
than ever exafperated againft the fmfs, refolved, if poffible,- 
to wipe off tfie dilgrace bf hia former defeat, with the 
extirpation of that people. To this end, he entered 'Judaa 
with Hus new fprees. Judas did not let him penetrate far, 
before he hiet, and totally defeated him, killed twenty thoM* Defeats 
fand* five hundred of his foot, and fix hundred horfe, andTimo* 
forced him to retreat into the city of Gazara (M), which was*^®'*®* 
comifianded by his brother Chereas. Hither Judas purfued 
and iovefted him, and, having carried the place 111 five days, faics Ga 
fiew him with his brother, and another Syrian general, named zaia. 
ApoUaphanes *. This defeat, though very advantageous to 
the Jews^ proved the caufc of great numbeis of their nation 
being murdered by the heathens, who could not brook the 
continual fuccefs of the Maccabitijli general. A thoufand ofjews on. 
them were facnficed to tbcir fury in the land of Tob^ and^juda-a 
their wives and children carried into captivity, the rcftoftheir < 
brethren muft have undergone the fame fate, had they not 

m 

y t Maccab. V. 1, &fcq. Ib. ver. 8. 2Maccab.x. 

(M) Probably the fame with and'MVo/fl/iV (j). JEuJebm phcea 
Gadara and Gaderelh^ fituate in it about five nuics northwatd of 
the neighbourhood of Dtojpdis the latter (4). 

{ 3 ) l*t4,iiiefk- Byxant. ftAQaiara^ Bfiandt Fglaft. A Hi, (4) Zee, thkr, ^ 

6 wifely 





snM it, V ilvlAg iiit& 
id, $nd tfiere timeljr provfcfed 
Firoitt thenpi^ the^ fent lettcm la 
of th^r coiiditiic^ |n<i that ^tmiihtui^ 
him that at Gdzara, ^t tliO 

Brians, Stdeniffnt^ Ptiltmtidanf, and othdra^ iHraa^b^egiJ 
them in It. yudas^hzd l^arcel]^ done rdadin^l’tMlh lett 
OUead^when be received others from other bretbreif m 
4ini Galt- who were alfo in the fame diftrefs. The general 
' leans dt* convened a fanhedrin, in which it was refolved, tw 
fitted, |jjj brother Jonathan fhould go to help the 

with part of his troops, making in aH about eight tho^^ i 
that Simon, another of his brothers, fhould with allother 
part, to fuccour thofe of Galilee \ and that joJ^h and A^a"- 
rhs, his other brothers, fhould ftay to defenSjJern/ahtm with 
the refldue of their troops. To thefe latter, ymtu gave 
charge m no cafe to a^ ofFcnfively, but to ftand in their 
defence, till his or his brother Stmon*s return e. , ^ 

Judas Upon Judas*% pafling the Jordan, he Was infotmed*!^ 
marches to the Ndhatheans, with whom he was then at peace, tlwt dm 
thar re* ©njy (be Jews of Dathema, but likewife thofe ^ mfoi‘et% 
Cafphot, Maked, Alema, Catnaim, and other confid^^d 
cities of the land of Gilead, were likewife clotely 0 lttt 
their enemies, and, if not timely relieved, were defign^w 
be all deftroyed in one day. As there was no time thoa ^ 
be loif, Judas immediately fell on Befora, took it, 
firoyed all the males; and, having freed his brethren ihtm 
to the city, and marched dtre£l;ly to Dathema* 1 ^ 

arrival thither early the next motnlng, he found Tiaufthm^ 
Defeats , ready to fhorm the place; and fell upon him fo unexpe£bdly, 
Timo- ""and with fuch force, that he put all to the rout } for they no 
theus. iboner heard the found of the trumpets, and underftood 
.'^hat Judas was at the head of their enemy, than they tKrew 
^Wn their arms in the utmoft confufton, and betook ^em* 
felves tofi%ht. Judds purfued them fome time, and k 31 ed 
abouteig^t thoufand of them; but, remembring theccndltfbn 
7 * k Bof-^ brethren^ in the Gileaditifls cities, be'f^iO^bhed 

^'againfl, and.t<!iQk them one afte^nother, made them pndergdi 
the f^c he bad that Affofira, 
the richefi l^iu^er, and returned with his vhSmioua 
and dehret^ metbmi, t^JerMm** ^ s ^ 
SimiHiV yf* Qn the tnfaer hat»l, ^ biroih<^ty though Inlbah^ i 
Jkce/si 
GaBec. 
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ccfsful in Galilee i he defeated his enemies in feveral ren¬ 
counters, killed about three thoufand of them, and purfued 
them as hr zsPtolemaisy enriched himfelf with their plunder, 
and delivered his brethren from their cruel thraldom j but 
finding it impoffible with his handful of men to i'ccure their 
longer abode there, by the total redudfion of their oppreflbrs, 
he chofc rather to bring them with their families and valuable 
things to Jerufalcm ; whence Judas foon after fent them to 
new-peoplc the dcfolate cities of Judaay where they might 
dwell in moic fafety. AVhiHl things went on thus fucccls- 
fully in Gilead and GalileCy the two brothers,that were left at 
Je}-ufal(?nyunhick\\y took it into their heads to fignal ze them- 
I'elves alfo bv fonie br.ive exploit on their heathen neighbours, 
though contrary to Judas's exprefs commands. Jaumia ap'Jofephb 
pcared to them a fair fca-port town (N), and worth their unlucky 
conquering, before the return of their viftorious biethren. 

Thither llierefore they led their little army, but were unhap- 
pily defcateci by Geofgiasy who commanded tiic place, and 
w'ho fallied out againft them, killed about two thoufand of 
their men, and forced the left to leturn with fhamc and lofs 
to Jerufalem’^. Juda^ 'm tlie mean tone bad fallen again JudasV 
upon the Iditmeansy wlio, as wc have feen, h.id joined wiih/«ff/y} 
the Syrians ; afnd though in fame meafuic humbled by hxmyf-gahijrthe 
were ftill {fining againit liim. He led iiis forces into the fouth Idume- 
parts gf Idumea, laid liege to Ihhron their famous metropolis, 
took and demolii'hed it, with all the neighbeuiing towns, and 
carried off a cumideiahle plunder *. Kiom thence he entered 
the territories of the Pl'iUjluies and Samarita'u, inji 6l:ing ter¬ 
ror where-ever he palled, and difcouraging thofi* natioiia at leaft 
from ading ofFenfivtly againlf him i^O ), and returned not 

« I Maccmj. V. feq, ‘ \’er. 6f, v's feq. 


(N) It was fitirateon t)u*il/.- 
ditirrunciiN, between 'J‘tppa aiivl 
.Ix'jtus, or djkdod, about two 
hundred and loitv fail<;ngs di- 
ftant from ‘jmijulrm ( 5 ). It. 
name is not to be foand in the 
//e^/vafjbul the glut places 

it after tee city of F.krcn, men¬ 
tioned in ‘Jvji un >6;. It is fiip- 
pofed to oe the fume WrtXx 'fahtHhy 
which Ux.zicdj king of JufiJi i, 
laid (7) to have taken irom the 
PkilijUn.s. Sec it deferibed in 

iMi cah.r::.^. c., 

VoL. X. 


a former volume ( 81 . 

{(.)) In this expedition, fome 
indikreer pritil*-, iiat were in his 
army, endeavouring to i:gn:iii/.e 
their valoui h) lome exploit 
againft the t.n“i v. fell a lacrince 
to their ur.tinitiv ami ition ; he- 
mg all Ham iii tl^e aueiiapa, .md 
b ' ihcir dcamV toneuKed both 
him, and his aruiy, hu'v danger¬ 
ous it was togoonertep l.evtmd 
tiieordeib ol lu».h an e.xpciicnceJ 
general If/. 

. w (7J 3 C'con. xXii f! 
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Lyfias 

invades 

Jud.Ta. 
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into fudaa till he had taken a tour through the land- of the 
and deftroyed, with their fortrefles, all their altars, 
groves, and other inftruments of idolatry 8. 

All thcfe repeated fuccelles raifed fuch a jealoufy and 
ihame in the lately defeated Syrian governor, that he aU'embled 
an army of eighty thoufand foot, together with all the horfe 
and elephants he could get, and marched with them into 
Judaa^ not doubting fpeedily to reduce that unhappy 
Year of kingdom into as miferable a condition as Antiochus had for- 
the flood mcrly done. After which his dcfign was to extirpate the 
2i8f;. whole yiTwy/; nation, to icpcople their land with heathens, 
and to glut his matter and bimfclf, both with the richeft 
* plunder of the land, and with the file of the high-priefthood, 
and other dignities, h'liifhed with thefe great hopes, he 
marched through the fouthern territories of fudah^ probably 
bccaufc the other was too mountainous and craggy for his 
elephants and cavalry i and laid lic}2;c to the fortrefs ofBeihzura. 

wdio was then at 'Jerufaltm^ having fiift implored the 
divine bleffing on his arms, lot out with his little army to 
its relief. On the road there appeared to them a man on 
horfeback m rich fiiininy armour, and fecmingly brandiftiing 
Isdeffated. fpcaragainft tiu ir enemies. This fight, whatever it was, 

gave his men fuch a flufli or courage, that thiy fell like lions 
on the Syrian camp, killed eleven tljoufund foot, and put the 
relf to flight. » 

Lyfias., now more than ever convinced, how impollible it 
would be to carry on the war againfl fuch an enemy, with 
either honour or advantage, fent 'fudm fomc overtures of 
peace with a prumife, that it fliould be ratified by the 
king his mafler, and that the young prince fhould make him 
all the conceflions he fhould with jullice demand, and con¬ 
clude an alliance with him. fiidas accepted the propofal, 
and fent foon after fohn and Ahjuloni, two of his captains, 
with the conditions upon which he would agree to a peace, 
conditions, to Lyftus, who caufed them to be forlliwith conveyed to An- 
tiochiff. They contained upon the whole a general amnefty 
ior whatever had been done befoie ; a total revocation of the 
Jatc edidt againff they/'?or,and (ate p.i(ipoits for commiifioners 
to pafs from "fernfaUm to Lyj. is, tir, if need required, to 
Aniioih. I'hete conditions, »[fvaiitageous as they were to 
the fiateil ‘/ritij, were leadily granted by the king; and two 
letters were font, the one to the governor, and the other to 
the JewiP) fenate. Lyftas likewife wrote to them, as did 
alfo Memmlns, and T. Manlius.^ tw’o Roman embafl'adors 
fc the S\>ian court. All tUda foii: letters tlic reader may 
f r .M <<' -.c. C-.tiH. ‘■'2.MaC(«i' >i, i,adi3. 

find 


onis fur 
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J udasV 


Agreed to 
hi the Sy¬ 
rians. 
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find in the chapter laft quoted * i by which it appears, how 
ready both the governor and his mafter were to agree to a 
peace with the vi£torious Jnus, and how friendly thofc two 
Romans had iiitcrpofcd theit good offices on th^ir behalf (P). 
It appears alfo by the king’s letter, that Alcnelaus^ the apoftate 
high-prieft, whf> in all likelihood was tlien at the Syrian 
court, had alfo laboured to promote this peace, and Was dc- 
firous to be included in it j fince he was fent back to feru- 

^ 2 Macc. xi. i6, to the end. 


7 he apo- 
J-iiH Me- 
nelaus)>ro- 
njotes the 
peace. 


(P) Lyjias\ letter being dated 
from the month DI'i/loi 
or, as i\\eLathi verfion abridges it, 
Diofiotmt very much puzzled 
the chronologifts, bccaufe there 
is no luth month to be found in 
the S\ro-MfHrel'nie>» calendar, or 
indeed in any other of thofe 
times. Thofc who fiippofc it to 
have been an intcrcalar one,placed 
between thofe of Dvjhus and 
Xavthiius (i), anfwering in pait 
to our Match and Jptily have not 
given us any proof, that eithci 

or c^en 

CbiiUtn.ti'i, Jiad any luch inter 
calaij;/ moiith ; .inJ the main rea- 
fon on which‘they build their 
fuppofition, to Uil, that the lati 
fication of tlic \x:iLe d.ited tiom 
the monihXi?///'/f, iin niediaiely 
following, male, lallier ina- 
nifeftly againll it. 

lor Xnticib and ‘Jit t, fab m be¬ 
ing at leall fuur inimltcd miles 
afundcr, it is haidl) (.redihle, that 
thefe ai titles of peace could have 
been fent for, traiifniittcd, and 
ratified, in fo ilioit a Ipace as a 
month. We mull therelbrc ci¬ 
ther fuppofc fomc millake in the 
text, occafioncd by the inad¬ 
vertency of the ti anferibers, ^qr 
that the king was not tlien 
at Antiochy but cither in Vhtrni- 
cia^ or fome other place nearer 
JernfaUm ; and this kticr feems 
indeed the moll probable, if we 


confidcr, that according to the 
king’, h ttcr (2), thofey/ ’»f, who 
were to tranfaft this peace, and 
to go from y rufahm to 
camp, or as we obfen ed above, 
to the V Z/f// rouit, had but fif¬ 
teen days allowed them, to wit, 
from the fifteenth to the thirtieth 
ilay of Xavtbicus^ sshicli would 
have been too Ihort a fpace to 
have gone to and fiom the king, 
and makes it rcafonable to fup- 
pofe he was nearer "Judira. 

In this cafe Dlofcoiinthittf vini\ 
D.'o^l 0) //. may be probably enough 
cither a coiruption, or,more like 
I}, other namci for Ihjim:, im¬ 
mediately preceding Xantivevs , 
or, if the former be dci ived from 
Aiof a" who Ihould f.iv 

the month Dins of the Corinthi¬ 
an bccaufe Dins among the 
Bithynians anfwered the Dyflrus 
of the Syro Macukt Wrhicii 
is not imptoLMble, then the7)/3i- 
cums of the L.itin verfion will be 
only .111 abbieviation or corrup¬ 
tion of the Diidloni'fhius fj) 

'I'licfc letters bear moreover 
tlic date of the hundred and forty- 
eighth year, to wit, of the Scleu- 
Liilt. which the learned author 
lall quoted ha*" proved to anfwer 
to the year before Chrill 163. 
and the reft in proportion ac¬ 
cordingly ; to which we refer the 
reader. 


(1) Scat. emt.nJ. temft. 1 . li. VJJir.fub 3841. 
(3) Vtd. Pnd, full an. 163. 

U 2 


(a) J Mace. xi. 30. 

fakm 
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falem by Antiochus^ as his letter terms it) to comfort or 

confirm the 7 ^"^^ ..... 

This peace however, which feems to have been obtained 
from the young king by the foie intercft of Lyfiasy unlefs we 
join with him the high prieft above-mentioned, could not be 
Syrian ge- brooked by the other Syrian generals; fo that, as foon as 
nerals dif- J^yjl^s was retired to AnUoth^ Timotheus., Apollonius, another 
iike the that name, and fon of Genneta^ Hieronymus, Demophon, 
and Nicanor governor of Cyprus, began to renew their hofti- 
litics againfl the 'Jews, riic neighbouring nations • were 
equally forwaid to infcft them ( Q_). But Judas could ftay 
no longer to revenge himfelf on thofc peindious wretches, 
hccdLiiicTimotheus, who hid by this time got a frefh army, 
was entered the land of Gilt a,I ; but inarched dire£l:ly to their 
affillance; he had fcarcc gone nine furlongs, before he was 
attacked by a band of Arabian nomades (R), in number about 


peace. 


1 


2 MacC 41 i, xi. 32. ‘ 

(Q) Someinilancc. of which the 
author give us m thole oVJ 
who treachcroully invilLii, upon 
Jome pretence, a. number of 
Ji’itf, with their wivcj and chil¬ 
dren, who lived in the plate, on 
board fome barges by the lea 
Ihore, rowed them further into 
the deep, and flung them over¬ 
board, to the number of about 
two hundred. This barbaious 
action was foon after heard of at 
JeruJtiLm ; and Judas, juftly pro¬ 
voked at it, marched againft 
thofe murderers, came upon them 
in the dead of the night, fet lire 
to their boats and port, and 
killed all thofc that had fared 
thcmfelves from the flames. He 
would ha'» * done the fame to the 
city itfelf, but they had timely 
Ihut their gates upon him; and 
when he wasrefolving its utter 
deftruilion, hearing that thofe 
of Jamma had hatched the fame 
cruel inifchifcf againft thole Je^s 
that lived with them, he turned 
his arms thitherward, came fud- 
denly upon them, and burnt their 


2 Macc. xii. I, &: feq. ad 9. 

Ihips, port, and magavines, in¬ 
fo much that the flames were feen 
hom'Jiiufaleni I though, as we 
hinted before, at near two hun¬ 
dred and forty furlongs, or about 
thirty miles diftance (4). 

(R) Thcfc were a kind of 
wandering people, living ir tents, 
and flaying in a’place no longer 
than It aftorded them provifion 
for themfelves and cattle. They 
were the defeendants of JJhmad, 
and, according to the angel’s 
picdiftion of them (5), their 
hands were againft every man, 
and every man’s hand againft 
them i for they lived chiefly 
upon plunder, efpecially of the 
caravans, who therefore went 
well armed; and whenever they 
met, they feldom gave quarter 
to one another; and as thofe plun¬ 
derers were flout, wailikc, and 
well acquainted with the courfe 
of all thofe countries, it was no 
ill policy in the Jt’wiJh chief to 
fecure their friendlhip, and future 
fervices. 


(4) Dc bac vkI /up. H. p. 482, (R), » Maesah, 12. i, &/eq, (5I Cat. 

vi, It. See a/Jo ml. iii. p, 255, mt. (M). 

five 
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five thoufand foot, and five hundred horfe. A fierce en¬ 
gagement immediately enfued, in which ‘Judas having got Judas 
the better, forced thofe free-bootcr' to fuc for peace; 
granted it to them the more readily, that 1 niaich into^*’®^^**^®* 
Gilead might not be ftopt However, he obliged them to 
furnifii him with a certain number of cattle and provifions, 
and extorted a promife, that they hould afiift him in any 
thing he fhould require of them ; after which he marched 
in all hafie to the other fide jorden^ to attack the Syrian 
general. Here he met with Kveral other obfiaclci, fi- 

was foiced to tike fonie places in his way. The fiifi of 111601 *^'^“^ 
was Cafpis^ or Cafphni, a ntv well fenced witlf high walls, 
and fo wtli ptovided witl-iii, that the inhibitants, trufling to 
their own llicngth, thr u many fcornfiil and ^^ufphemou'-^^ 
farcafms at the JtwdJj army ; but "fudus ailaultcd it with^^^^ 
fuch unevpnSfcd bia\( i), that he made himfllf niafter of it,"' 
and put all the inliabitantb to the iwoid, infomuch that a 
neighbouring lake, about two fourlongs broad, was fecn run¬ 
ning with blood 

From thence he marched into the land of Tob^ where the 
Jew^t called from thence Tuounty haJ flint ihemulves up 
in the forticfs of Chenatn , and wiience Twiotheus having in 
Vain tiled to diflodgc them, \ias gone, aftti having Icrt a 
good garifon in i pi ice fliongly fitu.ite within its neudibour- 
hooil to ki-ep ihom in awe. As foon tlieiefoie u-y Judus found Characa 
him gone, he ( iit tw'o of iii*. gL'iicials with a detaclnncnt x.q taken ; 
take that gatifon, w'hdff he with the reflof his .uinv, nniched 
in fearch of the 5} r/'in chief. D ifjthcus .nil S''/ipcitet, the 
two Hebtiiv gciii/ials, (ooii after foiccd the gird iii, and put 
it to the fwoid, to the numhci of ten thoul.iiid By this 
time 7tmoihcus had got an aimy of an hunJicd and twenty 
thou fand foot, an 1 two ihoufand five hundred horfe; andixiothcus 
when he heard tint Jula^ was in t ill miiih aguiift lum, hcdijeated 
fent all the women, childien, and otlwr hi’’into Car- 
nioHy a Ifiong city of GiU idy aiil very diflici It of arcefs, 
whilft he iiimfilf encamped hi aiiny in tlie n I’hjsuihord of 
Raphoiiy upon the bonhrs of tlie iivei As fion as 

Judas was come iicai enough fot his van oi n J to be leen by 
the enemy, they feein to have bien foi/cd with i panic fear; 
for they made fuch haftc ttf fly from him, aliat they wounded 
one another with their own weapons in the flight. In this 
running fight Ttmotheus loft thirty thoiifand of his men ; and 
unable to lally the reft, betook himfelf to flight alfo. Thofe 
who cfcaped the flaughter, finding themfelvesclofely purfued, 
fled into Carmony and a gi eat number of them went and 
® zMacc. xii. g—iz, “ Ibid. 12 — 16. 
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Camion took refuge in the temple of Atargath, Judas^ wlio came 
takin and clofe after them, burnt the temple, and them in it \ then 
hunit. fetting fire to the rcll: of the citv, they all perilhed likewifc, 
cither by the flanle^, or by his fword, to the number of 
twentv-five thoufand (S). 

Ephroii In hib way to fudica^ he was of neceffity to pafs through 
takfUy Ephron^ that city being lo advaiitagcoufly fituate, that he 

burnty Wcould neither turn to the right iicr the left hand of it. It was 
rajid. moreover well fortified, and petipled by flrangers. of all na¬ 
tions. He thctcforc fent in a peaceable manner, to demand 
a paflage through it; hut thev, inficad ol opening then gates 
to him, fhut, and even walleil them up, and piepared them- 
felves for a fiegc. fuJus tlicrtfoie caiifcd it to be pioclaimcd 
through his camp, that every man fiioulil ft ale the walls in 
the place that chanced to bo o’ ei -.ignnfl him. On the other 
hand, the city, which hid been well gaiifuned by Ly/ta^y 
had placed their choiccfl; nun on the l'itilemcnt> of it. 'J'lic 
adaiilt wa-i ficice, and Idled the \''lu)Ie d i\' , at length yWr/r 
carried it, and ttn.k the city, put ..'1 the males, about twt nty- 
fivc thoidaiui, to the luord, took ihen wivco and daiighti is 
captive, feued all the iiclufl ulindei, and burnt and quite 
cra/cd the place. I'loni ZyArf"**, c:oiling the 'fouhttiy he 
fpread his arm) along the pLin, of Ddhflmny then called 
ScythopaliSs a confidetaMc city, about an hundred furlongs 
Judas'j irom'yernffiLm'^. Heie he iiiquiied of the /i u,r, how they 
friendfiip had been treated b\ the Sijt^'inht, and, they anfwering much 
to the commepdatioii o( th.it peopK , fuilm leturncd them 
thopoli- thanks for then* kmdnefs to his biethicn, cxhoitcd them to 
live in friendihip with them, ainl aniiicd them of hij own p, 
and then continued his jouiney towaids 'ji^ulahm. Durino' 

« De haevid. fup vol.ii. p 461, (Ah \ol vi 0.89, &. alib- 
** 2 Macc. ubi fup.a, V. 30, ( 5 v 31. 


(S) As for ^imothiuiy he fell 
in hib flight into t'le liaiuh of 
Dojtthius . "d Snjipi t r, w ho V u'e 
ha/ting fiom the 1 ind of /&/» to 
join their comininder. Thtfe 
two captains,hpvvc^ti,were pci 
funded by bun to give hiin lus 
libero', uj.-n pioftiie tiiat he 
would do r 'e fame to a great 
number of y. o, wholnhe^lJd 
prifoners ; of whom were 

nearly icLtcd, cither to foiiie of 
thofe officer., or to fome of tlicir 

((;) 2 Mauub xii. 24. 


troop-, then* prefent (6). This 
viitoi) quite completed the ic- 
Jiffiion of the land of GiLady 
aiiJ oat ii ojt of his enemies 
power to undcrtaLc any thing 
. ninfl him there. However, as 
tlu cities of "jud i a were flill in 
pleat mcafurc unpeopled, he 
chofe ratiif r to follow his brother 
example, and bring the 
'J Giltodihs to inhabit and 
fortify them (7). 

(') h. Kill. 24 , 25 . 

their 
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their march, Judas kc’^t ftill in the rear of his army, 
couiagin^ thofc that laf^-red behind, and brought them at leiufa 
length to that mttiopolii about the time of pcnttcoft. Hertl^n 
they went to the temple to return thinks to God for their 
quick and wonderful fi'cctfs (T. ] , a i f ^ i u they 

were all returned fife and v dl^^iious without the loU or one 
min ‘1. 

JuLis hid ftill a poweiful enemy Ie*t GeotgiaSy governor 
of Idutnea^ w is at the head of th it u ition, and had hirafled 
the Jews for foinc time. He thei^loie inadw no longer flay 
at fir {JaUm l\\\\\ \\\c. endin;thit fefMvil, immv,diat^.I> Match 
which he m ached at the he id of o’ll) thiee th )uf 11 1 foot, 
and four huiidic I hoif. 1 hi two irmics met, i.id the onfetGeorgias 
was lo fierce on both fidf , tint Julas^ till thni lo vn^tonou-', 
had tilt mortilu ition t > fe< loine of hij men k' 'ed on the 
fpot D III ewife, ibiive c .ptaiii oi hib, uhom we 

have Ilfely mention 1 upon mother oecifion, hiving lei^ed 
the Idu'r (t> j'nnid ihvi, Ini 1 ainicit ofi eloi^ t > tlv 
fliouldei l)v i // i itif h)iii IMP, iiid w is foiei.d 1 1 qu t h ;» 
pnfoner, ho t jok ih t oppu tiiiut\ to fl) into Ah/ i 
fortrela iic lit ' tuj I An 'lur put if li tioop , 
tommini’ed l)^ Ifi/n^ hid full un d tl flu ek f) Ion , that 
they weie q T t«. e^hlll^led All ii^lh (/i r hiving . n 
revived In'- m i h) licfh piavir , ' 1 vv iilike eintiele , the^ * 

tnen) look III lit ml Jhd , which ^ive him m oppoituinty^'^"^ 
ofrallyn; hi fca-tciid loiees lo Odnhm^ i townneii tin 
field ol in t’e, where tliey puiihed themlelve for thi, labbath 
then eiifumj; 1 ri ni tin ni e fuih\ t illino’ upon the loutheri.T’?^/ He 
parts of Id on Cli took Htou/i, and othei loitrifit , altcrbron.u?/*/ 
which he took / /o fioni the Ph IJloi pulled down®'^^' 

*dl then imi^es uid Kiiswlitre evei lu pilled, .’nd lefuincd^''^ fo 
to JttiJalun^ loidui with fiefii huuls mil pluiidei \ 


i7l 


*1 I M\cc \ .^ 6 , tv ftq 2 V 
■'ll vcrl 39 al hn 

(T) Qutck .ind WO! C ful ip 
deed’ if vve conlidei, ihu i e 
pe ice eopid not bebro ei s fi on 
d-> inidc, and tint it was ton 
cl ii’cd on the fiititn h ol A i/ 
thicuf, inlweung to the bt^ort* 
nmg Ol our Ij/th and thuihe 
ft iff of jtnteeoft fell cither on 
the latur end of Muy^ or begin 
nmg of futu , lo ’ll it 111 It Is th in 
two months tiint ihtv burnt the 
tvto havens and fleets ol Jofpi 


le Ml 30 iS. fee] f zMact 

M d 7 t'n a, beat the A/aha/ 
noin dt , took the cit> of i fpt 
th felted ’’ // i ind his iiu 

n ei( II irmv biniita iddeifioyed 
C // ///o// and I / 0 //, btiides ft 
vei il Oihti ifiVnig fortrelie , re- 
le ded a v lit iiu nbei of thti bit 
ihieii, at d v.vie returned to Jt 
/ifilm loadtn with fpoils, ana 
a V ift mi Uitudc of female t ip 
live'', n id '•11 till wi’huut any 
lofs on tl eir ide 
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All this while the fortrefs of Acra was in the band of the 
enemy, and not only hindered many of the Jews from re- 
forting to the temple, hut annoyed thofe that did, efpccially 
in Judas^i abfence. Up n his coming therefore from Odel- 
km, he refolved to form the fiege of it j and to that end 
gathered together his whole army, furniOiing himfelf with 
engines for tiirowing of Urge ftones, and with other inftru- 
ments for the ficge. TJie place being very ftrong, and the 
garifon numerous, and well furniflied with arms and pro- 
vifions, made it likely to hold out a confiderablc time. But 
the renegade a great number of whom were tiien in 

the place, and knew the valour and ftoutnefs of Judas, 
and his troops, finding liiat they fhould be forced at length 
to furrender, and knowing how little mercy they had to 
hope for from the conqueror, advifed the commanders to 
jnaKe a vigorous fally, in order to give an opportunity to 
fome of their brethren to go to Antioch, and infoim the young 
king of their diftrefs. Their advice was taken, and the fally 
fo well managed, that a number of thole renegadoes, with 
fome officers, found an opportunity to divide from the reft, 
and to take the way to the court unperccived. Upon their 
airival, they informed the king of all that Judas had 
done. ^J'hey added, that he perfecuted with the moft mer- 
cilefs hatred all that dared Ihevv any fidelity to tlie^yr/V/wr} 
that he plundered, fackeJ, and put to fire and fword aH- that 
came in his way; and liftly, that to lhake wholly oft’ the 
Syrian yoke, he had bclieged the garifon of Acra, which 
had been placed there to keep their metropolis in awe; and 
that it muft undergo the fate of Bethjura, and other of his 
cities and fortrelle-), if not fpcedily relieved. 'I'his news 
failed not to alarm the Syrian monarch, who ordered imme¬ 
diately all his generals to allemble his troops; and if they 
were not thought fulficient, to hire a number of auxiliaries, 
and to march with the utmoft difpatch into Judtea. His 
orders were piniclually obeyed, and a vaft army was drawn 
togeth'r, conllfting of an hundred thoufand foot, and twenty 
tnoufand horfc, thirty-two elephants, and three hundred 
armed chariots. Thefe, having the young king, and his uncle 
Lyfias,rxx. their head, marched to the borders of Idumea 
they laid fiege w the fortrefs cn’ Bethfura *, a ftrong place, 
fitutc between Jerufalem and Idumea. Here Judas, with 
a finall number ol refolute men, fell on the king’s army 
in the night; and, having killed four thoufand of them, 

• I Macc.vI. j8 , &feq. zMACC.xiii. i, &fcq, 
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and thrown the whole camp into the utmoft confufion, re- ^ 
tired by break of day without the lofs of one Angle man in fo 
hazardous an attempt 

Though the were well appriftd of the extraordi¬ 

nary valour of the Jews, yet they did not doui.t but they 
fliould overpower them with the great number of their 
forces and elephants; and therefore leaving Bethjura^ rcfolved 
to venture a general engagement, wlu».h "Judas did not de¬ 
cline; nay, he at the head of his fiiiall army htgan rlu onfet, 
and kilKd about fix hundred ^ytians. But fimhus:, th t, i\o\-R,tires to 
withAanding all his efforts he mult at length be borne down, Jerufa- 
and perhips hemmed in, by fo numerous an at my, he thole lent, 
to withdraw in time, and retire in good order to "Jn-uJaUm, 

Upon his reticat the king returned to the liege ol Bethfura 

which, after a long and vigorous defence, was obliged to iux-furreaders 
render, for want of provilions *. '1 hey however yielded not, to Antio- 

till they had obtained very honourable conditions fioni thechus. 
bifiegers ; but that treachcious monarch, JoJep'ms tells us y, 
kept his word no farther with them, than the bare faving of 
their lives, turned them all naked out of the town, and put 
a garifon of Synans in it. 

From tlieiKe he marched to Jtrufdlctn^ laid dole 
fiege to the temple, and met with a long and llout defence 
from the ymi/y/j gaiilon and genertl, who<iud'ti all his ma¬ 
chines and attempts by his countervve ik^ 7 nsir only'mif- 
fortffne was, the want ol piovifi)ns ; lor ha\ ji,g alieadv fpent 
the laft yeai’s ftore, ind tins lupptJiuM to b<. the fev'cntli 
year, when by the Alojau law they cvjuld ncitlxi plow nor 
fow \ great numbers of the found themlclves obliged 

to flip out of the town ior want of food, infoniuch that 
there were hardly hands < no igh to defend the place. 7'hey 
were in this defperate ftatc, and jult ready to liiitender, when 
Providence w.is plcafed to leheve them, by an unforefeen ac¬ 
cident ; for, in the height of the bcfugeis hopes of a Ipcady 
furrendcr, word wts brought to Aniiothus .iiid Lyftasj that 
Philip, who had ufurped the government, was mirci'ingfull 
fpeed againft them at the iiead of an armv out of PiiJ,a\ fo 
that they were forced to abandon thcli'gt, wid m to give 
him battle. Their relolution W'as kept leciei, both honi 
the and wrr, till they had made a pi.icc with tive 
.former; in wlnth he ofl'eiaid them fuch hmiourable and ad¬ 
vantageous terms, that they readily accepted them. As Toon 
as they were agreed and fworn to by both Tides, Jiitiochus was 

Macc. 1 . i. C.5. V. 65, 68, &c. Sc I. ii. c. 13. v. 15--17, Scq. 

* Ibid. 1 . i. c. 6. v,49, 50. Sc 1 . li. c. 13, v. 18. 22. y Antiq. I. xii. 
c. 14. ? See before, vol. iii. p. 35, & feq. 
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admitted within the furtifications of the temple j and finding 
them, as he pretended, too ftrong to intruft the fetvs with 
them, he immediately ordered them to be pulled down, and de- 
moliflied, contrary to the articles he had fo lately fworn to; 
and returned into Syria ^ 

Mendam^ the apoffate liigh-prieft, who had accompanied 
the king in this expedition, in hopes of being reflored to his 
ill-gotten dignity, and peihaps of obtaining the government 
of 'judera^ left no flone unturned to ingratiate hiinfelf to the 
young monarch, though at the cxpence of his nation and re¬ 
ligion ; but his wicked policy failed him j and Lyfias^ tired 
with fo dear and diflionnnrnble a war, and fearful, left, if 
that prieft was left at fetuftiicm, and invefted with any power, 
lie llujuld flir up a new revolt, eitlier to ingratiate hiinfelf to 
the /trer, or to maintain his own authority againft a people 
who he forefaw would never brook it ; thought it more .id- 
vifeabK- to iiivl out fonie expedient to rid himfclf of fo dan- 
Menclaus B^^ous u wretch. He calily cumpalh-d his end ; and his great 
fut t<i credit w’ith the young mnnanh, to whom he ac^ufed him as 
Jeetb. the author and caufe of all the late mifchiLfi, foon prevailed 
upon liirn to condemn him to fueh a death as hi.- treafoii, if 
not to ./wZ/VA"/-, yet to Ills (j on uul nation, had deferved. 
J'le was acv^oichngly font undei a itioiig guard to Btra'a^ and 
tlieie mul ‘ to iiiulctgo tiie cruel punifliment of the allies 
a death we have aJieady deferihed in a former volume 

Thf. Jlws^ tho' glad at the death of tlut monilei% did 
not however gain much by the change. T.yfias found means 
to perfuade the youpg moiur».’i, that ilicrc was a neceility of 
bellowing the high-piieflhood on one tliat was not of the 
Onias de P^^tifica! family ; fo tli .t that dignity, which of right belonged 
to Ouiasj the Ion of that worthy high-piiefl who had been 
the high- ^lurdercd atwas hefioweJ on .//cv/A'vr, or '|urimu^^ 
ptiejlboad called by Jofpbm^ who WMs of anothei family, though 

of the y/t7r5i//V race, and a perfon no kf. wicked thin liis 


predecellor. As for Onias^ when he found his right given to 
one w’ho had neither title nor merit, he refented the wrong 
to fuch degree, that he retired \nto E^\pt^ in hopes by fome 
^ other avay to rccoinpcnfe hiinfelf for his lufs. Accoidingly, 
when he came to that court, he found means to ingratiate 
to Pt'Jimy Philo itor, and to his ciuccn Clto- 
* patfa^ that they^ranted him, fcvjie time after, the liberty of 
building a temple at dlexamlria like that of Jernfalfm, 
of which he fecured the prieflhood to himfelf and dekend- 
ents, as (hall be feen in the fequcl 


» Jo.sEPiiu«, ub. fup. vid. & 1 Maccab. vi. 4S, & fcq. z 
Maccab xiii. 25. ^ Ibid. xiii. 3, & fcq. ‘ Vol. v. p. zfn, Sc >0 . 
'^2Macc\jc xiv. q, &c. Jo'FPu.amiq. 1. xii. c. 1;. 1. XX. c 8 
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We have clfcwhcre feen how Demetrius, the lawful heir Deme- 
of the Syrian crown, had found means to efjapc from Rome, trius re- 
where he had long been kept an hoftage ; and being arrived ztiovers 
Antioch, had put to death both Antiochus Eupator, '•"d Syiia. 

and had made himfelf matter of that capital, and foon after of 
the whole kingdom In the mean tune AUimus, whom the Year of 
'Je^vs had refufed to admit into tlic high )iicfthood,bcLauIc he the flood 
had obtained and fullied that dignity by ('pen apofhd'y, and 2185. 
conforming to the religion and cuttoms of tlu‘ Gr tl\, came Bef. Chr. 
to complain of it to the new monan h . he brought witli Jiini 
a number of other 'JeiviJh lencgadoes, wliom "fudas had i aufed 
tobebmiflied fiulna for the fame crime. At the lu\J ofAIcimus 
thefe mifcreanlb he applied himfdf to the king, accifcd 'Judas, goes to 
and the icttof the Maccahetan or Afinoiuan lace, of liiving^^^^ 
deftroyed thofc that ttood firm to their allegiance to him, Judas, 
of banittiing others for not joining with his revolted i)arty, and 
of othci fuch ci’mcs as they thought would rcndci them odi¬ 
ous to the court. They added, that their picfent diftiefs 
was owing to their readinefs in oh'vincj the edids of the late 
king his uncle ; and, in the end, AUinvis forgot not to beg 
the high-priefthood to be tonfirmcd to him by Dcmctt ins. 

This accufation, carried on with fuch feeming zeal Un the Returns 
king, fo exafperated him ag.ilntt tlu* "//ttr, that he Untivttbfull 
back the apottatc, and with him Itunhidis, governor o\poiuer 
Alejopotamia, at the head of a conridci.ihlc ainiy, and vc\x.h againji 
order*both to reinttate ALlmns in his dignity, and to u^xxyhtm. 
on the war agjiiil the Macuduts. I’hefe two were joined 
in the fame tommiffioii, and Ahimus, impatent to fee himfelf 
icftored to his dignity, haftened the Sytian general, who was 
wholly devoted to him, to match forthwith into Judaa ^ 

Upon their arrival, the two coll< gues, who kmw what znHisJfiata- 
enemy they had to deal with, cndcavonicd .it hifl to (iecoygems de- 
him by fomc ticacherous ftiatagcm ; and to this end fend dc-ftnted. 
putics to the jew’/h chief, to mvitc him to a confcrciue, in 
order to end their difpute m an amitahlc way. 'I iity fpared 
neither promifes nor vows, that he llmuKl come and go with 
the uimoft fafety. Juaas eafily fufpcilcd their dtfigii, and 
rightly judged, that fuch a poweiful aimy was iruendtd r ither 
to furprife him, than to decide the title of an intiuding piielt, 
hated and rejefted by the whole nition. Inflcid theietorc of 
accepting this invitation, hefct himfelf abou'* preparing for a 
vigorous defence (X). Some few indeed of his men, being 

teirified 

* Vol. ix. p. 50Z. ^ 1 Maccab. vii. 8, & feq. 

(X) Ilis behaviour, however, flors and fcribc', and particiilar- 
pras diwpproved by fever^ do- ly by fomc of the AJ/uieans, 

whofe 
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at the news a( Aldmu^} perfidy, or at the 
fight of fo great an army, left yerufalem^ and retired into the 
^untry ; but there flayed with him a fufKcient number to 
fupprefs the power of the treacherous pontiff, in fpite of his 
1^ ■'<=-nfor«i"ents from the rtnegadoym,,, who refortnl 
^cchides to him, efpecially after Bacchides\ departure. For that cene- 
Wx ral, whether flung with the reproaches which his perfidi- 

bm. ous idion lately mentioned had brought upon him, or with 

ihame for not having been able to fubduc an enemy by trea¬ 
chery whom he dared not attack openly, kft Judora, and re- 
tuined toJnttoc/jj leaving y//aV//«j what he thought a fuffici- 
ent number of troops to maintain himfelf in Jiis new dignity. 
However, whilfl he was in liis w’ay to the Sytiaii couit, he 
could not forbear committing fome cruelties againft thofe 

in his re- 7 ^ 1 ^' his way : paiticularly at BefetX or Beth- 

turn. clufed a confidcrable number of them to be feized 

and kil cd, and their bodies to be flung into a W'ell 
->•••••&- /ilcwiuiy on the other hand, fj'aied neither pains nor cofl, 
flatteries nor nudities, tj flrengrhen himflll. Thofe that 
Alcimus. were of greatefl l< i i^ic e to him we're the J, wjh renegadocs and 
mai^contents, whom hrs careflls ;.nd gcncrohty drew daily to 
his fide. ^ for witn tbele, fupported b^' thciSyi/V/w troops, he 
was making continual excnrfions into fome part or other of 
the country, plundeiing, burning, and dcflroying all that re- 
fufed to acknowhge him. Juda^., on hi.s fide, was no Icfs 
watchful of all oppmtumfics to oppofe and fupprefs hiAj; he 
defeated him in fcveral rencounters, and took fuch a fcverc 


Commits 
frveral 
cruelties 
in his 
turn. 

Renega 


Severely 
f. .jhed 
by Judas. 


I Maccai 

whole feft we have fpoken of in 
a former volume*. 'J’hefe, pre- 
tendi g to a greater degree of 
fandlity than the rell, infilled 
that an amicable way wa-> pre¬ 
ferable to an hollilc one; and 
that Al mus, being of the race 
of Auior.y ought not to be 
lightly Aifpefled of treachery 
againil them. But, finding 'Ju- 
diis unmoveable, they took it 
into their head^ to try how far 
their mediation would work to¬ 
wards the defired peace; and, 
having obtained an oath of fafety 
from the treacherous high-priell, 
they came to him, accompanied 

* .iff W. id. p, Z35, (P) 


. vii. ig. 

with fome of their doftors and 
feribes, Alcimus gave them at 
firll a friendly reception ; but as 
foon .as he had got them into his 
power, he caufed fixty of them 
to be feized, and put to death 
(6 . This a^ion proved of lin¬ 
gular fer vice to Judas^ and his 
council, and fufliciently juflified 
his refufal ; and his whole army, 
being now fully convinced^ that 
<. nothing but the blackeft perfidy 
was to be expcdlcd from that 
bafe pontiff, and his collegue, 
refolved to lland up for their ge¬ 
neral, their religion and liberty. 

(6) 2 Maccai, vii, jz, Cf ftq, 

vengeance 
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vengeance on as many of the revolted Jews as fell into his 
hands, that the reft dared nu longer a£l againft him. Ahimm Alcimus 
being by this time convinced of the impoffibiJity of maftenng^^^arw ta 
his enemy, and of ever being admitted to appro3c^ 'he facred Antioch, 
altar, unlefs he procured a much greater army to force the 
'Jews into a compliance, returned to tlie Syrian court; renewed 
his former accufations and complaints, vhich fnkd not to be Year of 
backed by all the enemies of the Jews thit were then a' Anti the flood 
och i and, having prefented Dtmcty im with a iith crown of gold, 2186. 
and other valuable prefents, obtained of that incenkd monar h 
a frelh arm), the command of which was given to Nitanory 
onp of the bittcreft enemies the ycwijh nation had, wnJi f‘\- 
picfs orders to cut off 'Jiulas and In'- party, difpciA: his army, 
and fettle Ahhnns in his power and dignity be) mid the 
poffibility of any future ( ppohticn **. But N u<nory who had Nicanor 
lately hecn fo feelingly eoi \intcd of the ffieiiL'h ^u.d braver) fent a- 
of the fewifl) ' hu f, and juftly reckoned, th-it one deT< a* more gatnjl tba 
would complete his dif'race, entered 'Judiia with a numerous Jews, 
army indeed, but with a fuil lefolution, it polhble, to bring 
yudas to accept of a peace, rathei t!un hazard any mcie 
battles with him. 

HowtvER, upon hi. firft coming into that piuvlnc'', all 
the apoftate and the htaihtn, whom 'Judas had m xlII 

out oi Judtray came in ftioals to lift und<r him, in heprs to 
be foon rcfettled in their fornui habit itions ; fo that h's aimy His at my 
was llicreafed exceedingly, before he reached the inata/cd. 

hood of JeruJahm. On the othei ha>ul, the Jexu^ being in¬ 
formed of his approacli, wtnt to the tunple to implore the 
divine affiftance by taftmg and praycis, and tlvn piepared 
themfelves for a vitioroi’S defence. Anr./ ir advanced as fai as 
the fortrefs of D jjauy where Simony '/uu n''-, biotlier, having 
attempted to come out againft him, was fo tcirifi.d at the 
fight of his numerous ainiy, that he was glad to letirc toy.- 
rufalcm '. All this, however, could not induce the Syti> n ge- 
neral to bigiii any hoftihnes againft the \a!iaiu Ji 'is ; on tl'c c<-eitutet 
contrary, he fent three of h.s iiead offccit., FrluLniiHy Tho- of i-me ti 
doftuSy and MatthiaSy to oi. he overtures of peace to him. judas. 
Judasy who had fo Litely ol ved the propcnlity of h's men 
to peace, acquainted them with the propof Is made by Ar- 
lanor 1 which were fo v-cllay ). d [,y rhcin, th..r a da\, 
and a placc^ for an interview^ v» j d '^n hy rhofc two ge¬ 
nerals, to give It the finifhmg urokc. JncuOy ho " t, jcftly pfed 
fufpediing the fincenty of the Sytuns, caulcd a ceitun num- bj b,m. 
ber of his ftouteft men »o bi* fo advantageoufl) pofted, that 
they might come to his relief, in cafe any violence were oft'ered 

1 Maccab \ij 21, & feq. * 2 Maccac. .mv. 12, & feq. 

to 
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to him. But his precaution at this time was needlefs, and 
Nicanor was fo bent upon concluding a peace with him, that 
their conference was cariicd on to the fatisfadfion of both 
parties : the articles weie agreed on, after which Nicanor 
went and ftayed foinj time in frrnjalcmt without giving the 
ynus the Irall Caufe of complaint; fo far from it, that, to 
avoid giving them any umbrage, he difbanded the greatc/f part 
of hi-, aimy, and Jived in pcrfedl friciidfliip with the Jewijh 
nation (Y). 

7 'his harmony was however intcriupted foon after by the 
perfidious high piicff, who, thinking the peace not fufficiently 
advantag^’ous to him, went a thiid time to Anlloch^ to com¬ 
plain againft Nuamt, as a betrayer of his maffer’a intcrcfl, 
and a friend to his inoita! enemiLS; in teffimony of which, 
he uiged the peace lately concluded between them. Deme- 
ttlt/^, though juftly fuiprifed, that his general fhould venture 
to take fuch a ftep, not only without his leave, but without 
inlorming him of it, would not however recall him ; but con¬ 
tented hiinfclf with relufing to r.irify the articles, and fending 
him ficflt orders to renew the war againft the y<’iozyZ» chief. 


2 M'vccab. xiv. 16, feq. Vid. & ant:c|. I, 


14. 


(V) In this year feme cliro 
nologers {7) place the introdu- 
ilion of the cycle, or rather pe¬ 
riod of eighty-four years, in or¬ 
der to fettle the return of their 
new-inoons, and fcllivals depend¬ 
ing on them. Wc have fliewn, 
in a former volume (8), what 
a wretched method they had ufed 
before the captivity for difco\ cr- 
ing thofe new appearances with¬ 
out the help of altronomical ta¬ 
bles. The inconveniency they 
found in it after their difperfion, 
obliged th m to fall upon fome 
furer method, that the whole 
nation might, in every place, 
obferve them, and the otlicr 
fcllivals, on the fame day. 

'I'his methodfwas tne peiiod 
of tighty-four years, which, in 
ail probability, was only the pe¬ 
riod of CaVfppHSy which th.at 
learned, aftronomcr had publiflied 


about an hundred and feventy 
years l^efore, and confifled of 
fe\cnty-f'X 'Julian years, and to 
which they added the oJiaetens, 
either thinking it anfwcrcd their 
purpofe better, or, which is 
more likely, as dean Ptideaux 
conjedlures (9), to make it look 
like a difeovery of their own. 

One thing is certain, and worth 
obferving, that this period of 
eighty-four years was peculiar to 
the Jeivs, and has been ufed from 
thence downward to the time of 
the famous Ililld, who correfted 
their calendar about the year of 
Chrill 260. It was afterwards 
f^'Ilowe ' by the piimitivc fathers 
in the Cluillian church, in the 
•Settling of their Eqfier, till new 
difputc:. arofe, and new corre- 
flions were introduced, which 
are foreign to our prefent fub- 
jeft. 


(1) Vid. I'jfhti. dc antiq, pafiljl. ap, 

(8j tf'v!. 111. p. 33, (II). (9; llfijup'j. 


Fi.d. cer’ic'l, Jub an, i6t. 

and 
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and not to flieath the fword till he had killed him, and wholly 
fupprcHcd Ills party. U'lon receiving this unexpeded order, 

Ntcansr was extremely difpleafed ; on the one hand, he was 
loth to viohte the peace, which had been lo ftridly kept by 
theyift;rj on the other, he feared the rcfenUiicnt of the 
king, if he difobeyed fueh an cxprels command. This laft 
motive having at length determined him, hi^ main ftiidy was 
now to find out feme plaulible ptctcnce for laying hold on the 
fevjijh chief. To this end he began to alter his behaviour 
towards him, and, infiead of their iormci intimacy, to treat 
him with coldncfs, and an air of fiipetiorif}. 'I'his loon gave 
fudus to undtrfiand, that it was high time to look to himfelf; 
which he accordingly did, with fuih fpctd and feciecy, that 
he had quite dilappeared before they had the lead fufpicion of 
it. Ntidhciy iurpiilLd to find him gone out of his reach, 
endeavourcil, as well as he could, to conceal his refciitment; 
he found himlclf now obliged to raile a new army, and to 
aid agnnd him as an open enemy, and yet was both afraid 
and unwilling to do it. At length, having gathered a fuffi- 
cient number of forces, and come towaids 'fetujakm^ he 
refolvcd once more to try lo furpiife him by forne foul llrata- 
gem, bciore he \entuicd upon an open rupture. To th\s 
end he font fqmc dtpiuics to .icquamt him, that he was notto 
come to Hiake wai atfimfi fiiin, but to ticat of peace withjuda* 
him, and to invite Imn to a in w intcivicw. fn /uj came ac 
corcMngly to the place a^^iccd on, where tluir fiift greeting 
was in all a[ pcu uce veiy fiirndly and peaceable; but liaviiig 
difcovercd his luachenui^ intent, he withdrew, and from 
that tune tefafed to meet him any more. N'uano) then oi- 
dereJ his tioops to advruicc toward-. CnphatJaLnuty not fai 
from fet i-Jalun^ where being met by the Jtwijh army, a 
battle was fought, m which he loft five thouland men. Uut 
the finding thernfelves unable to m ike head againft the 

enemy’s fuperlor forces, retired, fomc to the city of Dai'id^ 
and fomc into the temple h Nuanot then led his army ftrait 
tofertijahm^ and, getting upon the eminence of mount S on, 
was addrefl’ed hy'^ fomc of the pricfts, and heads of the people, 
who came in a fubmiflivc mannci to him, and fticwe i him 
from tint phcc the facrili ts which were then oftcicd op in 
the temple foi the profpeiity ot king D./n triUi. JJet eatens 

exafperated gcneial, having* caft many infol^nt and llalphc-Jeiulalcxn 
mous 11 flections on whit he called their hafe fupciftition, 
fwore the uttei diftrudion of them, and tlicir temple, unlefs 
Judas was immediately delivered up to him. But Judas had Judas 
happily put 11 out of ilicir power, having betimes withdrawnovr/i^- 


^ 1 Maccab vii zjj & fcq. 


himfelf 
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draws himfcir into the land of Samaria with fome of his feithful 

9 »to Sa- troops. However, it was in vain for the priefts to urge this» 
maria. or any thing dfe, in their own defence, to a man who was now 
determined to make them feel the eft'ecis of his refentment, 
for having milled his blow, 'rhe poor priefts, feeing an ex- 
rffpei ated enemy at the head ot a powerful army at the very 
gates ot ihe temple, and their valiant protedor forced to 
abandon tjum to Ids mercy, had no other recourfe but to 
Nicanoij tlicir piayers and teais ; whilft {fill bent rather upon 

IrW/a rtratagem than open war, bethought himfelf of an hellilh ex- 

Jirata- pedient to oblige the Je'ivs to apoltatize both from their God, 

gtm. and their brave dehvertr I'he reader may fee it in the 
note (Z). 

Nicanor While thefe things were doing at feiufalem^ Nicajior^ 
marihes having heard that 'Judas was in the land of Samaria, marched 
attack /^^againlt him with an army of thiity-five thoufand men j and 
Jews. gg ^,]j truiteJ more to his political ftratagems, than to his 

I M-vccab. vii. 32, 8 c fcq. 2 Mac cab. xiv. 37, &feq. See 
alfo JostPH. antiq. 1 . xii. c. 14. 

(Z) They had at that time either taken or burnt, rufhed on 
an aged member of their finhc- the point of his Avord, and 
drin, named Kacis, a man higli pieiced himfelf through. How- 
ly ellecmcd by the nation for his ever, the wound not proving 
ftridl piety and virtue, and whofe mortal, he, feeing the foidiers 
inviolable fidelity to his religion rufhing into the houfe, ran to 
and nation, had gained him the the top of one of the turrets, 
title of father oi the Jews. Ki- and flung himfelf headlong down. 
canor having heard fo good a This fall not having put an end 
charadter of him, and that his to Ins bfe, he railed himfelf up, 
example had preferved numbers ran through the midll of them 
of his people from apoflatizing, to a neighbouring fteep rock, 
conceived a defign, cither to force leaving a rivulet of blood behind, 
him to it by fair or foul means, which ifTued out of his wounds; 
or to do a defpight to the na- and, having gained the top of it, 
tion, by putting him to fome he opened his wound with his 
cruel de 'h To this end he di- hands, tore out his bowels, and 
Ipaiched five hundred of his fol- threw them at his nghafled ene- 
dters to take and bring him to mie.s(i). Thus died the brave 
him. Thefc, finding his caftle old man, with an intiepidity ra- 
ftrongly guarded/ were endca- liier to be admired than imitated, 
vounng to break open the doors. The Jews, however, have made 
or to force him out by letting it no fcruple to canonize him for 
on fire, when the old man, after a martyr, though his death was 
a long and flout defentf, finding rath»*r that of a madman, or a 
himfelf on the brink of being defperado. 


(s) ^ Macci.b. xi\, 37—46. 


ftrength. 
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fht af lie Jem, 

ftitngth, lie rejfblred to attack him on the fabbath, not 
doubting but th<^ would, as they had formerly done, choofe 
to be all murdered, tather than fight on that day (/\). His 
impious deflgn, as well as blafphemous threaten*ngs againft 
the temple, did not go long unpuniflied ; for winlil he wis 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Betbofon, ^udas marched Judi«5 
immediately againfl him with his three thoufaiid men, and en- mayche,. 
tamped near Adafa^ a place about thirty furlongs diftant 
from the enemy. The firft thing he did wa* to tntourage 
his little army with proper texts out of the facred bouki., and, 
to allure them further of the divine aflillance, he a(.(|u tinted 
them with a comfortable vihon, which he had latcl) h id, in 
which he faw Omatf the late worthy high pritft, ind after 
him the prophet yeremtab, interceding for the Jeivtjh people ; 
and that the latter had prefented him with a fplcndid fword, 
and given him at the fame time an afluiancc of a complete 
vi^ory. This fpeech had the defired tftcdl, and his men 
were on a fudden fired with fuch courage, that thf) louttd D feat 
the enemy on the very firfi onfet. Nicanor being ki’kd one and hh. 
of the firft, his men were feized with a panic, thiew down^w 
their arms, and fought in vam for Ihelter fitdas pui- 
fued them; and the Jews of the neighbouring cities heaiing 
of his victory,'flopping their flight, killed them all to a man, 
infomuch that there was not a finglc perfon left to can) the 
new&to Anttocb (B). 

iHI 

{A} He was, however, alTured body of Nicanor being found 
of the contrary by fome of that among ttie flam, Judas ordered 
nation, who were in his army, lus head, and right hind, which 
and who begged, that he would he had fo lately lifted up with, 
pay a regard to that facred day, threitening oaths agiinft the 
which the Goo of heaven had temple, to be cut ofl, and carried 
confecrated to his fervice Nt- in triumph to , where 

castor aOced them, with a (corn- being arnved with his army, he 
ful taunt. Whether there was caufed them to be expofed to the 
indeed a mighty Gon in heaven, view of Jeus ard Gen/ibi, re- 
who had ordered the fanfliflca- minding them .it the f me time, 
tion of the fabbath and, being that thole were tf e hi. d and hand 
anfwered in in the affirmative, of the profane Aor, who had 
he replied. And I, who am fworn the total dellruftion of their 
powerful upon earth, do conT facred temple jflib tongue he like 
mand yon to fight for the king wile ordered to be cut out, and 
your mailer, and to obey hi. minced, and to be thrnvvn to the 
orders birds, and his head and hand to 

(B) This battle was won on bchunguponfonieof tnchigheft 
the thirteenth day of the month towers of flue citv After the 
Adar^ anfwering to owr Fehtu- ulual rcjoicjnpi. tci tiic liteliic 
aty , '>nd on the next day, the cef**, a public .mnivti! n wa ii- 

Vo L X \ ft ulted 
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^he llifi^ry tf th JcWi.’' 

1 'his vi(Jlory gave the Jewijh nation fome peai^eM-iriter* 
minion ; and their enemies, being juflly terrified at the conti-^ 
niial fucceiTes of their leader, fuftered him to return, and 
take quiet pofl'efCon of the city; which his fuccelTors were 
however forced to quit Toon after to the then fuperior power of 
the Syrian general, and apoftate Jlchnus, who held it but a 
fhort wliile, and for the laft time, as the fequel will prefently 
fhew. During this peaceful interval, 'JuhiSy always intent 
on the intereil of his religion and nation, obferving how 
powerful the Romans were now grown, and how faithfully they 
then protefted and affifted their friends, refolved to procure 
an alliance with them, which might prove a bulwark againfl 
the oppreflive power of the Syrians. Eupelemus the fon of 
yohn, and Jafon the fon of Eleazar, who had been already 
fent with fuccefs to Seleucus Phihpator, were likewife chofen 
for this embaflj'. 'I’heir propofals were readily accepted by 
the Roman fenate, and a decree was accordingly made, and 
engraven on copper, in order to be fent to jerufalemy im¬ 
porting, that the Jews were thenceforth acknowlegcd as the 
friends and allies of the Romans; that both nations Ciould 
be ready to fuccour each other, and the allies of either, with 
all their power, and in no cafe fhould afliil their enemies: and 
forafmuch as Demetrius Soter had been complamed againft to 
the fenate, as an opprefTor of the JewiJh nation, they fent a 
letter to him, injoining him for the future to forbear all hoAi- 
lities againA them, and threatening him with an invahbn of 
his country by Tea and land, in cafe he did not comply with 
the purport of their decree This alliance was made in a 
lucky time j for whilA it was tranfafling at Rome^ Demetrius^ 
having received the news of Nicanor*s d^efeat and death, was 
Alcimus fending the, right wing, that is to fay, the flower of his army 
aa,l B.ic-' (C), into Judeca^ with Bacchides and Alcimus at their head. 


■ 2 Maccab. ub. fup. Joseph, ub. fup. 


Uituted by the fanhedrin, to be 
kept by future generations on 
the thi* feenth day of Adar^ by 
the name of the day of Nicanor 
(2} ; which has been kept ever 
fincc. 

^ C; It was ufnal in thofe days 
for the kings to command the 
right wing of their army, I'o that 
the beft of their troops were ge¬ 
nerally placed there. 

With relation to the alliance 


above-mentioned, Jofephus ob- 
lerves,(3}, that it was the very 
firfl that ever the Jev^s made 
with Rome; which is very pro¬ 
bable alfo from the manner in 
which the author of the flrA 
Jfiook of Maccabees prefaces his 
account of it (4); flir it appears 
froni it, that the ^r<wr, till then, 
knew but little of the Roman 
Hate. 


(2' I Mjcc. vii.41;. ^f")- 
(3) A’lHo. i- iii. •. i'« 


? Mace, r, Gf Jij. ViJ, Cf y iff fit, ttKtiq, 1. Xii. 
(4; Cap. viii, I, ^ ft 

It 
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ItCtnfifted of twenty thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe; chides jent 
and with thefe Bacchidts entered Galilee^ and took the cit) againfl 
of Mafeloth or Majffddoth^ in the territories of Arbela, where Judas, 
he killed a great number of Jews. From thence they marched 
towards Jtrufalm ; but, being told that Judas was retired 
into the neighbourhood of Eleafoy they went to aitack him 
there. Judas had then but three thoufand men ; and when 
thefe beheld the fupeiiority of the enemy’s army, their hearts 
failed them fo far, that only eight hundred of ^em ftaid with 
him, and the reft conveyed themfelves away, to the great judas 
regret of their valiant chief, who was now Ibj forely preiFed, abandoned 
that he had no time to get a new reinforcement, bvit m\\^ by his men, 
cither fight, or be cut in pieces. However, trufting in that 
fuperior alfiftance which had accompanied him hitherto, he ti,e*f}ocid 
encouraged his men the beft he could; a dieadful fight enfued, 2187. 
which lafted from morning till evening ; and Judas obferving Bef. Chr. 
that the enemy’s right wing, commanded by Bacchides, was 161. 
the ftrongeft, made a ftout pufti at it, broke and purfued it as 
far as mount Azotus ; but, in the mean time, the left having 
quite furrounded him and his men, he was at length over¬ 
born by their numbers, and (lain, after a long and vigorous 
defence $ fo that he fell down on an heap of his enemies, which 
be had killed sound about him (D). 

The report of his death was no fooner fpread through Ju- The Jews 
daa^ than it gave new life to all the enemies of the Jews \ greatly 
fo th&t the greateft part of thefe found themfelves obliged, 

(D) As foon as the news of was taken and carried off by his 
his death had reached yrri(/2>/r<Kr, two brothers, Jonathan and Si- 
the whole city was filled with ^0/1, and buried mthefcpulcreof 
the moft pungent forrow. An uni- his father at Modin Thus 
verfal mourning was made for died the brave yetutjh general, 
him for fome time; and, in imi- (ix years after his father Matta- 
tation of that which David made thias^ and was fucceeded by his 
for Saul and Jonathan., they fung brother Jonathan. The Mac^ 
theie lines of his, Hovo is the cabitifl? hiftorian adds, that the 
mighty fallen t Hovs is the pre- reft of his victorious wars were 
fesrver of Ifrael Jlain I However, omitted, becaufe they were too 
his body did not fall into the numerous; and Jofepbus ( 6}, 
hands of the enemy; for whether that he not departed from the 
the Syrians, after this ^iCtory^ precepts of his father, who in* 
which redoi^ded lefs to their joined him never to (hun any la- 
honour than a defeat, left the hours or hazards for the fervice 
field of battle, or whether a truce of his country ; and that he died 
was made for the burying of the in the third year of his executing 
dead, the author tells us, that it the office of high-pneft. 

U) 1 Maccat, ix, j, fir /i-f, ad 22, Juftpl. atvq /sic, i/r, ( 6 ) Jd, 
ad Jin, 
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pnrtly for want of a chief of known valour and condu^^'and 
partly throii|rh a grievous famine, which then raged in the 
land, to acknowlcge Bucchides their governor, and to fub*- 
mit themfelvcs to him. Whilft therefire this general was 
taking all proper nieafures to lecure his own goveniment, 
fomc of the principal officers that ferved under him were or¬ 
dered to make a diligent fearch after the principal friends and 
and per ft- adherents of xXmz Maccabees, and to put them to the moft 
cuted. torturing deaths ; infomuch that this perfecution feemed to 
exceed all that they had fuffered fince therr return from Ba- 
jon.ithan ^^tl caufed as general a defedfion. Under thefe dif- 

fHcceeds mal circumflances, thofe few, who ftill retain.'d a love for 
L'lslnotherlheit religion and country, had rccourfe to'Jonathan, fur- 
)udas. named Jpphiis, and defired him to take upon him the com¬ 
mand of the Jexvifl) forces, and to endeavour to ftop the cruel 
progrcfs'of the Syrian general. Jonathan was eafily prevailed 
upon, and was gathering what forces he could get: but 
JSacLhiileSy being inlormcd of it, and coming againft him with 
adefign to (urprifc and put hitn to death, lurced him and his 
FurceJ to followers to retire into the dtferts of T'ekoah, where they 
retire to encamped near the lake Jfphar, being fenced by a large mo- 
‘IVkoali. rals on the one lide, by woods on the other, and the Jordan 
before him 7 ’his fituation, which he thougiit very advan- 
t igeoub to his handful of men, becaufe there was but one nar¬ 
row way to come at them, proved the very reverfe, when 
they cainc to engage the enemy, as we Hull foon fee. 

In the mean time, hearing that Bacchides was in full march 
againlt him, his fir ft care was to fecure the goods and equi¬ 
page ot his followers (which were very numerous) till better 
tiniLS. 'The Nahathaanfy as we obferved before, were then 
at peace with them. John therefore, the brother of Jona¬ 
than, was fent at the head of a convoy, to depofit thofe move- 
lolin/z/A/' them. But in his way he was furprifed by the Jam- 

I f the hriaus (h 3 ), who, illuing out of their city, fell upon him, flew 
Jambri- ^tm and his men, and carried away all their baggage. This 
airs. injur V did not go long unrequited. Jonathan being informed 
Jona- f‘>on aifer, that a great wedding was to be celebrated at Me- 
tli?nV/-f- dal a, between one of iho JamLrian chiefs, and a daughter 
on of a Canaanitijl) prince (or perhaps ratlier of the Arabians, 

t ’'em. 

** 1 Maccab. i.\. 23, ad 45. Joseph, antiq. 1 . xiii. c. i. 

(L) Thefe were a tribe of the from the tribe of Reuben (7), 
plundering Arab>, who lived then and afterwards the Arabs from 
at Medabti, formerly one of the them, 
cities which the Moabites took 

c.tf. .)'/'• xi'i. r< 5 . tfjtab xv. 2, £? "Jopph, ant, 1 . xui. i. 
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now fettled there), and having got notice of the day on wli cli 
the bride was to be condudled to her new home, he aVid In. 
men laid in ambufh behind an hill; and as fuon as the com¬ 
pany, which was very numerous, and of both fexes, w.is 
come nigh enough, they fell upon them, killi * them to the 
number of tour hundred, and earned away the plunder to 
their camp. 

As loon as BaLchidcs heard of tl is retaliation up m the Racchides 
'Jamhnans^ he haltened his arm}, with a lefoluiion to attiek^^wr 
the JewiJh geneial on the 1 ibbith, at which jonutlun 
himlelt in no fmall diftiefs. On the one hand, lie w is hemmed ^ ^ 
in on all fidcs; and, on the other, his men weic with diificulr\ 
prevailed upon to Hand in tlieii own defence, partly at the 
light of their fuptrior tm no , and pirtlv out t f relpet^ to t! e 
diy , whethei they had lorgot the refolution and eximple of 
their late chiefs, to the conti 11 \, oi wiKthei iht\ fei pkd the 
Vail lity of It. At length, iuuling liimii.lf piefiei 

by the enemy on the t ne lid.., ind on th' othu t)v tlie u 
luiSlanc} of his. men to en thun, he addiehed lumfJf ti 
the lattei in the following ffiort, but pithetic fpeeeh “ Com 
“ on, and let us fight foi oui lives , foi it is not now with 
“ us, as It was in time p H , for \ou fee pi in 1\, that the 
“ battle IS both befoie i iJ behind u , and the ‘o hn c n tin , 

“ and the moiafsand the v^oodon tint lide. Nei Jier i-. theie 
“ a place left for ns to turn d'de to. Wlierefoit now iry ye 
“ <into heaven, that \e niiy be deiivtied out of the liuid of 
“ }our enenne ” As foon as he had done Ipeikni , 1 . 
men, partly iniough liis eneoui igenienf, piitl\ tliioUj.Ii 
defpair, made a bold pufli at tie tnem}, and killidagoid 
number of them on the firft i nfet. Baa/ 1 s <.11 the w hilc 
feemed to aim folely it foialyan^ wh'ch being pereciscd by 
him, Baufiides attempted to make an efteiHual blow at him, 
but was prevented by his addiefs Inc /trui, finding them Joi ■» * ‘ 
fclvcs at laft unable to cope with fuch an aimi, cJt themlclvts/"^ 
one and all into the tiver, and fwam to the otliei fide, dtei ^ ^ 
having killed about a ihoufind, oi, according to Jri p! ^ , 
two thouf tnd of the enemy p. 

Baa/ndt^y i ow cominccd that they would figlit on il e h eel d 
fabbath, as well as on othei d»)>., did not think fit fo pnrfue" » 

them any farthei, but letiiiivd with his aimv to ^1/ ifil 1 ‘“1 
and thetc give orders foi t)ic foitif}mg and fniloning futli ’ ' 
places as were moft likcl) to keep th- /ttis in av\e, . i d to 
oblige the Maaahi ijh pait} ciihei to fubnnt, or at k«H to 
forbeai all future attempts a"unit him Among thofe wtie 
Bet/m QVy yttu/jOy hvimaiiiy Bct/nly Inmnai/ay Bd/Juuty 

iM eevi ub fip i it ub fip 
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and fome others, efpecially the fortrefs of Jcra, into which, 
befides a new fupply of men, arms, and proviltons, he fent 
the children of fome of the principal Jews to be kept as hoft- 
ages there, to prevent their parents and relations going over to 
Jonathan and his party. At the fame time, the apoftate Jilcimus^ 
finding liimfclf mailer of 'JeruJalem^ gave orders for demolifh- 
mg the wall of the temple, which inclofed the court of the 
piiefis from that of the people (F), and which had been for¬ 
merly built by the direction of the prophets Haggai and Ztf- 
chaty. But he had fcarce begun the work before he was 
firuck with a dead pal fey, which took his fpeech from him, 
fo that he died without being able to utter a word, or to take 
any care of his hdufe. After his death, Bacchides^ having 
by that time brought all fttdaa into fubjeition, thought be 
had no further bufinefs there, but returned to Anthch^ and 
left the and heathens to live in peace there, which they 
did for about two years ’ (G). 

Jomthan^ and his party, made the beft of this fhort inter¬ 
val to fecure themfelves ; fo that they lived quietly, and 
without miilrufi, during that time. This gave his enemies 
an opportunity to make a frelh attempt upon him, by inviting 
Bauhules to furpnfe and deftroy the whole party, which they 
fent him word might be done in one night. D(metrius<, who 
had been by this time acknowleged king of Syria by the Ro~ 
mans, and had made a new alliance with them, having now 
nothing'to fear from that fide, was eafily perfuaded to'.'end 
Bacchides with a powerful army into Judeea. As foon there- 


s I Maccab. ibid. Joseph antiq. hb. xiii c 2. 


(F) Or more probably that 
which divided the court of the 
circumcifed from that of the un- 
circumc’led. For as his apoltafy 
had made him incur the hatied of 
all fincerc Jenvt, it is not unlikely, 
that he c l tied this partition wall 
to be pulled down, to mortify 
them, and to ingratiate himfelf 
with the heathen, and the rene> 
gidoes of his nation. However, 
the book of Maocaiees calls it 
the wall of the inner court of 
the fan£luary (8), and Jo/ephus 
(9) the wall of the old fan£lu- 
ary; ?nd adds to it the works of 
the prophets. 


(G) It may be alfb likely 
enough, that he was privately 
recalled by Demetrius; for that 
prince at this time flood in great 
need of the fnendfhip of the J!o~ 
mans (i), and had probably re¬ 
ceived their letter, which ordered 
him to ceafe all hoflilities againft 
the Jenuiflj nation; fo that he 
was fort^ to recall him, yet 
10 privately, that the Jenut 
flfould not be too elated by it s 
and this may be the reafon why 
neither Jofephus, nor the book of 
Maccahtest mention it. 


(8) I Mh.cab. IX, 54, (9) Anuf. I, xii. c, 17. (i) Vid, Pelyi, kgat.exx. 

fore 
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fore as this general arrived there, he font letters to thofc 
his party, with orders to feize Jonathan and his men, and totl'o 
bring them to him, as had been agreed before. This plot, 
however, had not been earned on with fuch fecrecy, but that "'ll 
vigilant chief had notice of it tune enough, both i difappoint>^°"“*”“"' 
it, and to punifli thofc traitois that had hatched i*^; for he 
came fuddenly upon them, took fifty of the chief conlpirators, f 
and put them all to death (H), after which the left were foon 
difperfcd, and the whole d^fign difcomfited ^ 

After this fignal efcape, Jonathan, being infoimed of 
Bacchulis's coming againft him, and finding hiinlclf by fir 
too weak to withftand fo great a force, ictiicd to Btthba/i, 
or, as Jofephus calls it, Bethlagan, a phee ftriaiglv firuatc iii 
the defert of Jericho, which he and his I rothci i^imon for¬ 
tified, and filled with all nctcflaiy piovifion for a llcgt. 

Bacihtdts came according to his cxpcdlation, and 1 iid clofc Jon iflnn 
fiege to the place with his numerous aim), which he had in-A// h 
creafed with all his adherents in fudeta, whom he lummonedBic(.hidc 
to repair to him thither. As the liege wis like to laft long, 
Jonathan, after a vigorous defence, kft the place uiidei the 
care of his brother, and wnlh a finall bngide went out to 
•^einforce his army ; and, crofling the eountiy, <lileate*d Odo 
narches, and diis brcthien, and the fons of Pbafvon in their 
tents. Thefe, we fuppofc, w'ere part of the belitging holt. 

Fropi thence he went on, attacked and anno}ed othei p.»rts 
of their camp, and forced BaLihidei to come to their afliflaiu c j 
which, being pt.rceivcd by Simon from within, he made a 
vigorous Tally, burnt their enginesthen, falling upon his 
army, difcomfited it on one fide, wlj^lft his brother did the 
fame on the other. BaceJndts, vexed at the heart to meet/-'*' 
with fuch a defeat, where heexpc£led an tafy vuSlor), vented 
his rage on thole who had invited him out of S)tia, and put 
many of them to death, rcfohing to raifc the liege, and to 
return to Antioch. The only difficulty was Jiovv to do it, if 
not with honour, at leaff; with as little difgrace as might be, 
which as foon as Jonathan undeiffood, he lent him fonic MAi 
Jiieffengers with propolals foi a peace; winch were gladly ac-/’ 

/ - 

I Maccab. ix. 57, ad6i. Joelph ant 1 \in c i. 

(II) J-tfiphtnf, in the place a- Miucahtif t\iAecHcA, it wa the 
bove quoted, fays, t\\ax. Bacchuhs chief that punilhed tiicni 

put thofe fifty Jtnis to death out for their treachery, as \\c ha\e 
of fpitc at his difappomtment; related abo\e (2) 
but, according to the book of the 

^ee I . ix 6t 
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cepted, and foon after ratified by both parties. By theie ar¬ 
ticles, all prifoners were to be releafed on both tides, which 
was accordingly done j and Bacchides, having fworn never 
more to a<Sl ofienfively againft «, departed into Syria^ 

HI d p intSlually kept hie oath to him as long as he livedo. It 
ftein likcwife by thefe articles, xhuxjonathan was left, if not 
governor, at Icafl: deputy-governor, of 'Judaa ; for, as foon 
as BacchuU's was gone, he went and fettled in Michmajh^ 
yudge M^vvlieic lie judged//rrtf/, pretty near like the antient judges. 
Jews . He bigari with making a fevere example of all the apoftato 
y/zof, who were the caufe of all the wars and perfccutions 
that fell upon their nation, from the reign of Jniiochus Epi- 
phants^ downwards to that time. After this, he fet about 
reforming the 'Ji'wiJh church and ftate. So that from this 
'jtideca began to enjoy a perfeft peace, and free exercife 
‘ their religion, the happy efFc£ts of their general’s valour 

' ' ‘ and piety 

Soon after this, the troubles that happened in Syrhy and 
of wh'ch we have alrcadj^ fpoken in the Lift volume gave 
the y^ics a fair oppoitunity of wholly recovering their liberty, 
and lu't only of raifiiig theinfelvcs into a flate of indepen- 
deruy either on that kingdom, or that oi Eg)’piy but of 
bi-ijig 1 ighlv courted by both. But, above ail, Demetrius^ 
who To feelingly knew their tirength and biavery, had moft 
t'uifc to life .all poflible means to pi event their declaring for 
J his competitor Alexander Dalas. I'o efFedl which, he wrote 

tniis ///'a Icttei to 'fonathan, full of exprefllonsof the fincereti: fiiend- 
ttr to Jo- confidence, and in which he gave him full power to 

f*-'/ what forces he fhould think fit, and to caufe new arms 
Vicod fabiicated ; and declared him liis new friend and ally, 
t iL ^ ICO added an order for fetting at liberty all the 

Bef^^Chr. which had been font by Bacchides into the fortrefs of 

ykiay and had been detained there ever fince, notwithftand- 
ing the late peace concluded with him. As foon as Jonathan 
had received the letter, he bi ought it to Jerufaleniy caufed 
it to b( -ead before tliat garifon, and demanded the hotia^es 
to be delivered unto him according to the tenor of it. 7 he 
people, feeing how great a power he was now invefted with, 
diied not helitatc about the matter, but immediately com¬ 
plied with his demand } after wliich Jonathan found his army 
Jnctcafc exceedingly, there being now no check nor danger 
III joining him. On the other hand, thofe garifons which 
Bauhidei had left in feveral ftrong places of Judaa above- 


• f 


ftl ibid. feq. * i M-vec. ubifup verf, 62. ad fin. Antiq. 
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mentioned, finding thcmfclves too weak to withftand him, 
forfook them, and fied (I^ 

When Alexander undefftood what a powerful friend Jo¬ 
nathan was like to piove to the fide he fliould declare him- 
felf tor, and the favours which jD^wr///«r had 1 dy bribed 
him with, he rcfolved to outbid him, and to drawh'in to his, 
intcreft He fent him a moft obliging letter (K), in which Ale\an- 
he beftowed the high-pricfthood on hin , and accompanied itdcr’i Utter 
with rich prefents, and among them a purple robe, and 
golden crown *. readily accepted of them, putting fonithan 

on the prieftly vellments, on the feaft of tabernacles >, m the // odt btgb- 
ninth year of his government (L), and in the feventh month/'' 

of 

1 Maccak X. 10, &, feq. Antiq. 1 xxii c „ & 4. ' i iMacc. 

ibid vcr. i~, &feq. Ant ubi fupra, 05. > Jid ibid. 

(I) Thofe only of Btthrum “ golden ciown, not doubting 
and Aaa^ which weie moftly “ a fiiitable retain fiom vou for 
filled with apoflate Jtn.KSy not “ ouraftcdionandfii«ndlhip(4). 
daring to follow their example, (Id (S) the 

left they fliould be puifucd, and fourth year after the deccafe of 
meet with their juft dtfert'i, le- his biother Judas i but it will 
folved to ftand it out to the lafl, not be difficult to Ihcw his 
and fither furrtnder upon lafe iniftake in making tins laft out- 
terms, 01 to die Iword in hand, live and fuccccd AUi’uiu, the 
Jnn%*bary\iov/e\CT, did not think contiary of which, appears from 
fit to befiege them imnudiately, the book of the M ic,.abns (6), 
but went to Juuf ,!tm, where his whith ixpicfly mentions the ri- 
prefence was more reqimed, and ftallation of jraatban to hnc 
there caufed the repair,, both of been on the hundred and fiviictli 
fhe city and temple, to be forth- year of the Grician kingdom. 

With fet about, fixing his abode which anfwers to the three tbou- 
in that city, to fee the work more fandth eight hundiedth and fifty- 
pffedlually finifhed (3). fccond year of the woild, and 

(K) The purport of it was to one hundredth and fifty-third 
this effeft • *' King AUxandtr to before Chrift (7) 

** his brother Jonathan^ icc. We have likewife flicwed, at 
Being informed of your power the clofe of the laft leftion, that 
and valour, and that you arc Mattathias^ the father of the 
worthy of our fricndlhip, we Maccabies, was defeended from 
conftitute you high-pricft of the piieftly family of foc.fi'^ 
your nation; and it is our though not from that of JadJucf 
pleafurc, that you be inrollcd or Jaddus^ th% high prieft, whole 
in the number of the king’s lineal heir and fucceffor was that 
friends. To this end we have Omas, whom we lately mention 
fent you a purple robe, and a cd to have retired into AUxa, 

(3) xMiiLcah. X. 10. 'Jo^. ant. I xiii. f. 4.. (j.) Jafepb. artxq I xui c. 

(s) Ibti. (6) Cmf 1 Mact. X. zi. & ix. 3. *8, 54, (-) /'/-ft. Ujf, 

in aun, Sf themarg, af tbt Maci, in loc, 

df!» 
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Year of of that year. However, as he would not feem wholly to 
the flood receive that dignity from a prince, whofe right to the Syrian 
■fiVrh ^'■own was fojuft’) fufpe^led, he got himfelf chofen to it 
by the fufFrages of the nation j and, indeed, notwith- 

out a fpecious right to it; for being, as we hinted in the laft 
. note, of the family of Joariby and confequently of the firft 
Jaronic race, that was fufficient to intitle him 
to it upon the failure of that of Jofedek, which had enjoyed 
it ever fincc their return from Babylon j and we do not read 
of any furvivor of it, except Onias^ who was then in Egypt^ 
and had there, if not apoftatized, at leaft made a confiderable 
fchifm, by fetting up a new temple, altar, and priefthood. 

As foon therefore as 'Jonathan was invefted with his new 
dignit’', his hrft cate was to raife new forces, and to caufe a 
great number of arms to be made, refolvingto fide v.'ith Alex^ 
ander. When f)c;/Wr/wi found, that his competitor was likely 
to deprive him of fo impoitant an ally, he fpared neither 
Dcmetri- favour nor promilcs to pi event it: he fent him a long letter, 
us’j couched in the moft obliginc: term®, and wherein he artfully 
letter to difguifcd his refentment for his defc£lion, under the greateft 
lim. profeflions of confidence in his fiiendfhip and loyalty; in 
acknowlegemcnt of which, and to bind him flill fafter to his 
interefi, he promifed him a general relaxation of all arrears, 
an exemption from future tribute, impofts, or taxes, a free ex- 
crcifcofthey/w/y/» religion, with many other conceffions* and 
privileges, Vdftly exceeding thofe which Alexander had made 
to him, and too great indeed to be really defigned by that 
monarch. At leafl the memory of the many mifehiefs and 
perfecutions which they had fo lately fufFered under him, made 
hujpe/^ed him fufpciSt the fincerity of them ; and indeed fuch was the 
cf n.jtnct- chara6ler of that prince, and theprefent fituation of his affairs, 
that they might well extort fuch exoibitant promifes from 
him, without any real intention to peiform them. How¬ 
ever, whether through relentment or diffidence, Jonathan 
chofe rather to enter into an alliance with his competitor, 
and dif(. imed all future fricndfhip with a man who had given 
them fo many feeling proofs of his hatred to their nation: fo 
that from this lime they ftuck clofe to Alexander's intereft * j 

Iid. ibid. 

f 

dtifl, and there built a temple in it through a number of fuc- 
foxof thR Egyptian'Jenve. cefTors till Herod's time, who, 
yonathan, if not his brother from hereditary, made it venal 
Judrtff was therefore the firft of and arbitrary, as we fhall fhew 
the family who enjoyed the pon ■ in the fequcl. 
tifical dignity, which continued 

.and 
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and it was lucky for them that they did fo, Hnce Dmeirius 
was foon after defeated and killed by him, as we have feenin 
the former volume *. 

The new monarch having, by that decifive battle, made Year of 
himfelf mailer of the Syrian crown, forgot not to t xprcfs his the flood 
gratitude to the ^ewijh chief; he invited him foor after to a 198. 
his nuptials, to which yonathan went with a numerous re- 
tinue, and was received with great marks of friendlhip and ^ 5 ^' 
ellecm. During his (lay at Ptolemais^ where they were 
celebrated, fome difalFe^led Jews came to exhibit fome ac- 
cufations againllhim ; but the king, refolvingnot to hear any 
thing againll his friend, caufed a proclamation to be made 
through the city, exprefly forbidding any fuch complaint to 
be brought before him. To mortify his enemies the more, he Jonathan*# 
caufed him to fit by him cloathed in purple, confirmed 
all his former grants to him, made him gcneraliffimo of^^ftole- 
Judaa^ and gave him fome other titles and government 
his kingdom ; all which call fuch a damp upon his ac- 
cufers, that thcyfccretly departed for fear of further mifehief. 
Jonathan^ on the other hand, having made fome conllderable 
prefents to the king and queen, and to their court, returned 
Into Judeea highly fatisfled with his reception, and much 
more with hft choice of fuch an ally. From this time the 
Jewijh nation became more and more confiderable, not only 
in Judeea^ where they enjoyed every branch of liberty, whe¬ 
ther religious or civil, but in other countries alfo, and parti- Jews ttt 
cularly in Egypt , where Ptolemy Philometor^ and his filler and Egypt 
wife Cleopatra f raifed many of them to confiderable polls, both^^^^^ 
at court and in the army, intrulled them with the keeping 
their principal fortrefles, and had given the command of their 
army to Ontas and Dojitheus, Thefe two, if we may be¬ 
lieve Jofephus feem to have wholly ingrolTed the king’s 
favour during his whole reign (M). By 

* Vol. ix. p. 312. ** I Maccab. ibid. ver. 59,ad 66. 

Antiq. ubi fupra. Antiq. ubi fupra, c. 6. cont. Apion. 

1. ii. 

(M) The misfortune was, that to him that of Jerufaleniy he had 
Onias could not be fatisfled with no other way to make himfelf 
it, whilft he faw himfelf deprived amends for it, but by fetting up 
ofthcdignityofthejm’^high- a new one ih Egypt; and his 
priefthood, and of the pleafure great credit with the king and 
of performing the functions of queen eaflly procured him the 
that fupreme dignity, which his liberty of doing it. 
birth intitled him to. Since This edifice, which was built 
therefore there were no hopes, after the model of thzt of Jet u- 
that Jonathan would ever yield falem, but neither fo large, nor 

fo 
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Year of By this time Alexander having, partly by his negligence and 

the flood dcbauchciics, and partly by the tyranny and cruelties of his 
3200 . favourite Ammonius^ as it v/crc, invited young Demetrius out 
his retirement in Cnido^y to come and recover the crown 
from him ; Apolloniusy then governor of Ccelefyria and Pa-- 
ItcflinPy revolted to him, whilft fonathany remembring his 
alliance and obligatioiib, fluck clofe to Alexander*^ intereft. 

See vol. ix. p. 312, & fcq. 

fo fumptuous, the reader may fee D'>n, hair beresy the city of de- 
defenbed (S', ft was flruciion (i); Onias took it in 

lurroimdcd with a very ftrong the former fenfe, and fo is fup- 
Itonc wall, and had the altar of pofed to have made choice of the 
incenfe and burnt ofTerings, ^r. territory of Hdhp-ihty as if it had 
hke tiiat in 'Jud^ra ; only, inflead been alluded to by the prophet(2): 
of the fe\ en branch candielHch, though the lafl-quoted author 
0/;/VI contented himfi-lf with a adds another reafon ; to wit, his 
ih'itely golden lamp, which hung being governor of that diflrkf, 
fioin the root by a chain of the and hating built a city in it, 
i amc metal. lucli he had peopled with 'jenus. 

The place he pitched upon and called by his name 
as the rums of an anticntWhen he had orcc removed 
tian temple, vt itjiin the noine of thefe two difhculties, he did not 
Udiojohs ; which being there- want for priefts and levitcs to 
;oie polluted, gave no fmall fcan- officiate under him, fo that the 
d il to the Ji it' there, who weie divinefervice wa. afterwardsper- 
moicover very (Ireniious againfl formed in thio new temple in the 
the felling up any temple agamft fame manner as it was zx'Jfentfa- 
oi 'jiiufahmy as being ex- lent, till both were deftroyed by 
prclly contraiy to the Moftuc law. the fame Roman emperor (3). 

To lemove thefe two fcruples, How^ever, tliofe priefts who 
Omas tramp-d up a prophecy had on e officiated in the Egyp- 
outof J/aiah ^9), impoiting, that tiaiiy were never fuffered to do 
alt.ir Ihould be fet n)» unto fo in the ycivijhy but were, if we 
the 1 ijv'a m the niidll of die may believe the talmudifts (4), 
land ot .illudmg to the looked upon as guilty of the fame 

times f ^ tJie gofpel, but which fchifm with thofe who had fa- 
hc applied to t!iio n<’W edifice he ciificed on the high places, and, 
was alioLit to build; and whereas as fuch, were only admitted to 
one of the Ep\ptinn cities there the very loweft fervices. They 
mentioned is c Jled Dnnn "iW received their eleemofynary fti- 
hai> haih.ns in the text, which pends out of the revenue of the 
lignifies the city ef the fur, dio’ temple, but were excluded from 
the f/; / ot margin reads it eating any of its holy things. 

(S) Antij, 1 . xiii, f. 6. 1 . \\\. 1 . 14. /. xviii. c. 2 -. BcU. "Jud. (g) Jfaiab 
iix. 19. (i) Vtd. Mmjier. in loi, (2) Scaliger in ebronol- F.ufeb, 

Pi id. rnrel.fub w. 149. (3) J'ld, jofepb. bcU, Juiitc, 1 . vii- f. 30. 

(4) I'ld. Mijhr, trail, Aiincbotb, f. I5, 

jdpollonius 
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Apollonius therefore having got a confidcrable army together, 
marched againft him as far as f amnia j but not daring to ad¬ 
vance farther into the mountainous parts of yudesa, tor fear 
of lofing the benefit of his cavalry, he fent him a d-’ring mef- 
fage to come and fight him in the plain country. Jonathan 

readily accepted the challenge, and marched from 'jerufahn'J 
to Joppuy at the head of ten thoufand nen, and in his 
was met by his brother Smion with a reinforcement. 
town, being garifoned by the troops of Apollonius^ fhut their 
gates againft the general, and obliged him to take it by 

fiege, which he quickly did, and almoft in full fight of the 
enemy’s army. As foon as Apollonius perceived it, he caiiie 
againft him witli eight thoufand foot, and three thoufand 
horfc, leaving a thoufand more of ihefe behind to furpiife the 
Jews in the rear, whilft he attacked them in front, and fc> 
made a feint, as if he was marching with the former fouth- 
ward towards Azotus, "Jonathan came out as he expected, 
and Apollonius facing about, fell upon him, not doubting but his 
ftratagem would gam him a complete vi£l:ory. But he foon 
found his projedl difeomfited by the experienced Jewijh gene¬ 
ral ; for having drawn up his army in the figure of an oblong 
Iquare, not uphke the Macedonian phalanx, his brave troops 
bore the brunt of the battle on both Tides with tinufual firm- 
nefs till the evening, when Jonathan^ obferving the enemy’s 
horft to be quite /pent, ruflted on a fudden upon the foot, 
which was now di ftitute of the cavalry, and totally xauXucdOefeals 
them. The gicateft pait of them fled to Axotus^ and fliclcci-^-’^w. 
cd themfelves in the temple of Dagon^ whither the "JewiJli 
army purfued them ; and, having made themfelves maftersof 
the town, fet it on fire, temple and all. The number of 
the flain, whether by the fvvord, or the flames, amounted 
to eight thoufand. From A^otus Jonathan went and plun¬ 
dered fome other neighbouring towns ; only that of Afcakn^ 
which met him with picfents, and compliments of fubmiflion, 
was fpared, after which they returned to Jerufalcm^ loaden 
with rich plunder. Alexander foon after, hearing of Jona- 
than'% faithfulncfs and victory, font him a prefent of a lichdeiV 
buckle or clafp, fuch as thole only of the royal family ufed xotUi> v to 
wear, and whichfaftened their puiple mantle to the Ihouldci 
he gave him morcovei tlie city and territory of Ekron^ an I 
fotne other marks of his efteem 

On Philomctor\ coming with his army into Pairlline, cm 
pretence to fuccour his fon-in-law, but in reality to difpollef* 
him of his kingdom, whether to feive it for himfelf, as the 

iM\cc.sb ibid ver *'4, ad fin, 

auilio: 



318 fhe Hifiory ef the Jews.’ B. 

author of the Maccabees pretends % or, which is more likely 
from the fequel, in favour of young Demetrius ; fome of the 
enemies of the Maccabees tried to render them odious to him, 
by ihewing him the devaftations they had lately made, par¬ 
ticularly the ruins of Azotus^ and of the temple of Dagon, 
and the carcafes of thofe they had ilain, and which were ftill 
JewsJpg above-ground. But that prince, whatever his reafons 
^*''*'*'®“^"were, could not be induced to Ihew any refentment againft 
* ' them for it. On the contrary, he laid all the blame of it 


upon Apollonius ; and when Jonathan came to pay him a viiit 
at Joppa^ with a numerous retinue, he met with a kind re¬ 
ception from him, accompanied him to the river Eleutherus^ 
and returned to Jerufalem *. 

Thf reader may remember how this prince, having given 
the kingdom of oyria^ and his daughter Cleopairay from 
Alexander to young Demetrius^ furnamed Nicanor, died of 
the wounds he received in the laft battle, before he could well 
Jonathan fettle him on his throne. Jonathan therefore took this op- 
portunity, Egypt being then imbroiled in a civil war about 
the fucceilion, and neither able nor inclined to aifift the new 
Syrian king, to begin the fiege of Acra^ which was ftill 
garifoned by Syrian troops, and was always ready to annoy 
the Jews going to and from Jerufalem, He wanted neither 
forces nor engines to form it in the beft manner ; but in the 
height of the fiege, complaint having been made of it t« the 
young king, he was forced to leave it, to appear before him 
Summoned at Ptolemais, However, he gave orders, that it fhould be 
by Deme- carried on with the fame vigour, as if no fuch fummons had 
triub, been fent to him ; and, taking with him fome of the moft 
confiderable priefts and elders of his nation, came to the 
court, where he pleaded his caufe fo well before that prince, 
and backed it with fuch rich prefents, that he was received 
ttnJ highlyinto his favour and friendfhip, and quite difcomiited his ac- 
i>omured cufers, who were fent away with difgrace. After this, M- 
h canor confirmed him in his pontifical dignity, inrolled him in 

the higheft place among his friends; and, for the annual 
tribute of three hundred talents, releafed, not only Judaa^ 
but alfo the three toparchies of Lydda, Apharema^ and Ra-- 
matha (N), from all future taxes whatfoever 

, •- Jonathan^ 


^ 1 Maccab. c.xi 1, &req. ^ i Maccab. xi. 4, & feq. See 
alfo vol. ix. p. 314, & feq. i Macc. ibid. ver. 20, & feq. 

Jo&spu. ant. lib. xiii. c. 8. See alfo, vol. ix. p. 321, & feq. 


(N) Thefe three, with their from Samaria fome time before, 
territories, had been difmembred and joined to Jttdaa ; and the 

late 



ibe Hifitrjvf <i#Jews.'' 




Jenathan^ upon his return to yerufaUnty doubled his Year of 
ftrength and vigour agaiiifi the fortiefb ; but finding that it the flood 
was like to hold out long, and to coll him dear, he bethought 2203. 
himfelf of procuring an order from the king, for Hie cvacua- 
tion both of that and fome other places, from wJiich he com- 
plained to him the garifons weie ftill annoying the Jeiu^. 

He chofe a lucky juncture for fendini* this icqucft: for Dc- 
metriusy having a little before disbanded his troops, had given 
occadon to that revolt which Tryphon raifed at Anttochy 
fpoken of in the former volume 1 . He was therefore glad to 
grant it to him, upon condition he ihould afTif]: him with 
fome of bis forces to quell the rebels j and wehavefeen theic, 
how effciSlually the three thoufand men, which he fent him, 
did it, and at the fame time retaliated to the Antiochmm the 


many cruelties wiiich thofe of their own nation had formerly 
fuffbred from the Syriansy both in Judaoy and out of it ^, 
JDemetrius however, inftead of performing his promife toJ 3 eme- 
yonathany broke even thofe which he had made to him at tnun j 
Ptolemaisy and began to infill on his paying all the taxes 
cuiloms which he had remitted to him at that interview. But^® 
it was not long before a new infurredlion, in which he 
driven out of his kingdom by AntiochuSy tlie fon of Alexandery 
made him repCTt of his perfidy to the JewSy and of his tyranny 
to his own fubjc£ls. 

TVie new king did not forget to fecure the yewijh gene- Antiochufc 
xal to his intereft ; he confirmed all the former grants, and 
added fome others to them ; and among them, he made his 
brother Simon general of all his forces, and governor of 
the fea-coafis, from the Ladder of Tyre to the frontiers of 
Pgypty upon condition that thofe two brothers Ihould declare 220a 
/or him. Jonathan was eafily prevailed upon to forfake his 
old treacherous ally, and to accept of the ofters of the new 144 


' See before, vol. ix. p. 323. ^ i Macc. xi. ver. 41, & feq. 


late Demetrius, in his courting 
letter to Jonathan, confirmed to 
him the pofleflion and immuni¬ 
ties of them (5}; and now the 
prefent king lenews the famj. 
grant, and allots the revenues of 
it towards the maintenance of the 
fervicc of the temple, and of the 
prieftson duty (6>. 

The reader may fee the letter 
which he fent to Lafl/iitts 111 fa 
f y) I'lJ 1 MmC. X. 30 (t) h /, 

i 


voui of the Je^Ms, in the place 
lafl quoted, lie thcic ftyleii that 
Cretan general his father, be 
taufe he had aihilcd him in re 
covering and preferving hi» 
crown, and commands him tn 
iend a copy of his letter to the 
guneial, to be ftt up on 
torat eminent place of tne temple, 
to be perufed by all comeib. 

XI 22. ai 39. Art 1 ' r s, jd 

c lie. 
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one : he fent him immediately an embafly of thanks, and to 
afTurc him of his heft fervcics. In purfuancc of which, having 
obtained a cominiffion for raifing a good army, the VwoJevjiJh 
generals put themfelves at the head of it, crolled the Jordan^ 
and defeated Demetrius*^ troops, that were fent to make a di* 
vcrfion m Galilee. In this expedition, Jonathan was in im¬ 
minent danger of being cut in pieces by the enemy: he had 
encamped his army near the lake of Genneiareth-t and was ad- 
Jonathan vancing early one morning towards Azov: in his march he 
falls into fell unexpeftedly into an ambu(h, which had been placed 
an am- among the defiles of the mountains to furprife him. As foon 
as he perceived his d inger, he difpofed his men the beft he 
could for a brave defence; but the greateft part of them, 
being feized with a panic, forfook him, and fled j fo that he 
was left with only fifty refolute fellows, and two of his com- 
llis ^^‘'f"/’manding officers, Maltathias and Judas. With thefe he 
di^enceand^2x.tA about, and fought fo defperately, that the enemy began 
fi/Jof y. jQ being perceived at a diftance by hi$ 

runaways, they rallied again, and renewed the fight with 
fuch vigour, that they gained a complete vnSlory, and pur- 
fued the Demetrtans to their very camp at Cadefi. They 
killed of them about three thoufand men ' ; after this Jona~ 
than fent his brother to befiege Bethfma^ which had till 
then been garifoned by heathens, and renegado Jews^ whilffr 
himfelf went and fecured fome of the principal cities of that 
province j particulailj that of Afcalouy which opened its gates 
Gains ft- to him ; that of Gaza, which he forced to furrender; and, 
vetal in a word, all the towns fiom thence to Damafeus. Simony 
ttnuh. on his fide, having m<ide himfelf mailer of Bethfura, fieeJ 
the neighbourhood from the continual infults of that garifon, 
and returned to Jerufalem, whither his brother came alfo 
prefently after. 

These fucceffes of the two brothers abroad had caft fuch 
a damp on thcii enemies at home, that they found all things in 
quietnefs at their leturn. However, Jonathan did not think 
fit tc trull to the gratitude of the new king, to whom he had 
done fuch fignal fervices ; but fet about means of preferving 
the peace and liberty of his nation, on the foot he had fo 
Alliance bappHy cftabliflied it. To '^his end he fent a new embafly to 
Rome to renew his alliance with the fenate, which was done 
Rome rr-with great readinefs on their part. In their return, his em- 
ncn-Kcd, bafladors were ordered to do the fame with the Lacedama- 
mans, and other Grecian flares, with whom they were in 
friendiliip, which they did with the fame eafe and fuccefs. 

* I Macc. xi. ver. 67, & fcq. 


In 
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In their letter to the Lacedarmoniansj the fubftance of vrKich and nuitA 
the reader will find in the note (O), they reminded them of Spartt. 
their letter formerly fent to their high-pricft (Ontas III) by 
yfnus their king and inclofed a copy of it "“Mth thtir own. 

But whilft thele alliances were tranfai^ing, news were brought 
to him, that the Demetrian generals, whom he had lately 
defeated, were advancing towards hinwith a more numerous 
aimy. To prevent therefore their entering into 
marched out with the utmoft expedition at the head of his forces, 
rcfolving, if poflible, to attack them in then- own territories. 
lie made fuch good fpeed, that he reached Jmathu, a place 
on th^ frontiers of Syria, and encamped over-agamft ih».m. 

Thtir dffign, it fetms, v as to furprife his cimp on the fol- 
lowin >; nij;ht, but Jonathan, havuig timely notice of it, kept 
his men under .rms all that night, ready to reeeite them; 
whith being perceived l^y the enem), they retired imme¬ 
diately into their cimp , where h .vmg 1 ghted a good nuin- iga^n 
her of fires, to conceal their flight, the) forfook it, and thttrcamf 


Stt vol \i p 130,(8^ 


(O) /j; i/A//^liigh pnciljWith 
the tldaoind p idK of the J 
^nation, umo tJu ipliOTi, ft 
natc,*and people of /<■< aznjti, 
their biethien, greet iig 

“ WhtrtT V t li \t foind, 
among our itco es, letter 
‘ loiij, fni^e w-uten by A us, 
one voui Ijngs, to Ontas, 
“ formeily high priell of the 
“ Jciif, wheicin he expufed 
“ your fnendflnp and afiinity 
to our nation, whieh affinity 
“we aeknowleg(d with gu itei 
“ honour, becruft we find it 
** conhnnedbyoin i icred oool s 
“ We have lent tide on dtpu 
“ ties to you to lotw th< 1 iid 
** alliance and hio'hul) union 
** with you, hll we il ouid b* 
“ thought unimtidful of it, liy 
** reifon of the long m tiv il 
** whicn ha el ipfed fiiiee d e 
** receipt of i*- 

" Be It thtif fore 1 nown unto 
you, th It we ha\ c 1 u' ’ o 1 

( ^ 


alwiy in our minds, both in 
“ our folcmii feflnal , and in 
“ ourpiijers and facrihcts, as 
“ oar biethrcn and allies, re- 
“ joicmg at your fuccefles, and 
“ beholding with pleifure tie 
“ piofperity and Iplendorof )ojr 
“ republic As lor u , thougn 
“ \ c thought Oi delves 1 onoured 
“ by your fnendflnp and alJi- 
“ ance, ye 1 at e we hitherto for- 
“ born to be chaigeable or trou- 
“ blefome to y ou, during all the 
“ giievoujwiis indpedeeutions 
“ wl ich we havi been e> poled 
“ to from our ty rannous neigh- 
hours, but now, 1 nee heaven 
“ hiu blefl us with bettti time*!, 
" we have tiiouglii ;it to fend to 
“ you i^s \XitS. AnUpxttr^ 

‘ oui htc deputies to the Ro- 
‘ n n iin, te, wi h fiefh offers 
o^ our bell fcrviecs to you, 
“ not doubting but they will bi 
“ a Icutily 1 eipt^d bj yoa, 
“a h \ n teiiae wd by u - 


VoL. X. 
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' marched off unpsrceived. When the riling morning gave the 
f(ws notice of their flight, fonathan ftrove m vain to purfue 
i!:em ; they were already got far enough beyond the Eleu- 
thcrus before he could reach that river. To make himfelf 
therefore fome amends for his difappointmcnt, he fell upon 
Jonathan fome Dcmctrinn Arabsy whom he defeated, and carried off a 
plunders confidcrable plunder ; and from thence palling through Da- 
the Arabs, uiajcusy making ftill fome excurlions all the way, he arrived 
at ''fi'rufahm 

Simon’j VVhji.st thefe things were doing, who had been 

care of /v,f left to take care of 'Jiuhva and Galilecy kept a watchful eye 
garijuus. tliofe places he had lately fecured to Antiochus in the 

laft of thofe provinces. He took a review of the garifons 
of AJrahn^ and other lorticffes in tJiat neighbouihood; 
and being told, that the citizens of “Joppa were inclined to re¬ 
ceive a De?h:trian governor, and fome Syrian forces, he 
took it, and put a iirong garifoii of his own into it, and 
returned to Join his brother at Jcrufalan, Here they called a 
Jcnifaleni council, wherein it was refolvtd, that all the forts and fconces 
lun-v-flr- of fliould be f-trtliwith repaired ; that new ones fhould 

fifiid. be creeled where they were wanted ; that the wall of the 
cityfliould be rebuilt ; and a new one be raifed between mount 
Sion, and the reff of the city, of fuch an height, as might 
cffcclually cut off’all conimunicition between them ; to the 
end that the garifoii of Acroy being thereby deprived of 
all future fupply, might be the fooncr either forced fo fur- 
render, or be ffarved ;n it 

lon.athan this lunc, / v.usAju.i iiaJ governeil the yrmyZi ffate near 

Ofacl'i- I'cvcntcen ycdrs, with great wifJom and fucceA, w’hen he was 
^,'./,//y;/;//r-unvvar.ly decoyed into the perfidious fryphon’si pov/er, and 
.><rfdh foun after murJcre.l by him. 'I'hat traitor knew but too 
'I’ryphon. 

1 M.\cc .\i. (>z, ad fin, Antiq. 1. xiii. c. 9 . 

fP) ''ll ilufc whclfjriic jvfo- Cr(/;-r-'’. 7 'hi 5 focffcdtuallyinclofed 
liiLioiis wcr. :niiiiciii:itc!v put in ti.at mount, that the garifon were 
cxccui’oii /-v/'. . luv'.crtook not long after forced to furren- 
to ovjrln .te woi!; A.it'-in the dcr. Simony on his part, re¬ 
city. a.id .S', tint u luhoui. A paired all tic old forts, and 
llrong amt 1 ig!i \v.; accord- added to them that of Adiba, or 
iiigly bjdt n' tl^e i'onr.er, which liuba^ in the region oPSrphala, 
reacl'.ed qii re dole to the old wellward of Ehuthiropolis. By 
one th.it \va. tiltn fepailing, .ind all which was now in a 

made u]i tle.t place v\iiich was better condition for defence, than 
cidlcil V.hnfyi.zi-.:}a, towards the it had ever been fmcc the re¬ 
tail o* the eir\, near the brook turn from captivity ^ 8 ). 


well. 


^3} I Mju, xiii Aotij, ihtJ^ 
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will, how vain it would be to attempt to wrofl tie crown 
from the young monarch, whilft he had lo f utiifui nd p v - 
crtul an llyj and t eretorc fpaitd ncitlicr prom L , < aMi*., 
nor rny other treacherous means, t) perfu d^. hii to ililhi'nl 
hii numerous aimy, now become, "s he [ iru , il c's 
and burdenfomc. Jonathan^ too calily prc\ 1 1 ’ upcu to t I’cc 
that cltflru£livt ftep, w sfion after . unhappi’y d^coycu it to 
the city of PtaliTnais^ at ended on / h\ o le rho ifind of hi thc/loid 
m n, who were all titachc,oifl} xnuradcd b\ his oi , and 2 
then chief only fp i I, till the \iILin hid (binn I 1 lai c Btf Chr 
ium from fudtva uiuki t’ n i n a n fom, 11 i ( i feii J iin 11 ^ 
to be mall icied is focii 1 he hul t i mt > h h n » St 
thit Jonulhan died as in ith a ficiihet t > ' to > o tu> cu- 
dulit), as to his unfb • i fidcl t) toy/-'; ’ ' ( on'i th^ 

ncA" of Insbcins; f /cd, .nli.c)t^pil », me ( Oii li 
tei of his men, icuh d / y / /, tli v/i L ci \ s in 

the utmoft conlteina i lie^ dou > ed 1 i b th p r- 

fidious mind.i i woi 11 iim he t th i gUc , 11 I ' j n d 

by all the heathc is, in 1 iftate / , \ ' 111 t ^ 111 t ^ el 

their 1 te Ic dtr hid h 1 to lup^ cl\d md indeed tl i feus 

were b it too well g uun i d , I j / 1 '’»/ i ni i 1 i*^ T \ fion 

pitpiruioi s 'o 11 ich n J / w 1 i f 1 1 r l 1 t > i i / > 

extirpit , itp, fhblc, tin \ ' le 11 '1) ’ , u i 11 kl it 1.1 
wh")liid been ti'l n k. i* 1 i\ , liu i ^ s. 

of new lilc at the n \/ 1 b 11 1 i In«I , 

had*i)emn to cxpiefs n in\atunidc(i to fev. the 1 iid me 
more m\ idcd, uid to thi the / c w h i 1 vci t i 
liation. &// i wi mn the o dv * ns < f 1-//- 

tatf u/s th tv s lift , m 1 the t< ui e n 1 c )i (’ if \ih n he 

had fh wed h tn its, in d lum he look ii upon tii oni) nt 

perfon to fucceed hi hi tl ..1 An illen 'iK w is tl’ ich>r'' 

called at the outer court 11 thi tcmpli, in win h ’ w«s ^ 

their unanimous conlent di bred to ke the comm "■'d i p m , 
him ; whieh he readil did, n t only a lu was tne n<.xt n ^ 

fucecflion, but tint he a i lit fiiui f ime mean , f it) v.r or re /, , 

leafing, or, it the worfi, ct icien n h woid^broi* •• 
Todiflipate thcrefoie \ mu h as poljill , ti t f u iih h he 
obliived in their counten tires, he a’ lulled ' i t > tr ti 
in words to this cftiel toiiaie lut in jn% ’ l> K 'f r p 

my father, brothers, and 1, hi\c fou hi 11 th d fc ii 1 « ' 

our hws and rtligion, i)ur*ti.mplc, a ul ou» 11 i liuyj'-''-’ 

have already fieiihced the 1 lii^s for tint inou ^.iif , oul 
I am now the onl) finviiinjone to ru itain it. C >i> ^ bil, 

I fliould value my life nioie than they did thtiis, a.>ljij/as 
J fee you gioaning under an} opprclfion ' Behold me thwii, 

^ See vol i\ p 32", & f 

^ s as 
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as ready and willing as they, to undertake the defence of our 
nation and temple, of our wives, and of our children This 
fpccch was received with univerfal applaufe, and the people 
having in grc.it meafure recovered their drooping fpirits, pro¬ 
claimed him their commander and high-prieft (Q^), promifing 
at the fame time to follow him through all difficulties and 
dangers, in defence of their religion anil country 9. 

As foon as he was inftalled in his new dignity, his firft 
care v/as to finifti the fortifications of the city with all fpecd, 
and to get together an aimy fufficieiit to make head againft 
that of Tryphen^ who was in full march againft him. J^ut 
when that traitor came to find the fetus in fuc h a complete 
condition of defence, he contented himfelf with fending him 
word, that he had fii/.ed his brotlier for a debt of an hundred 
talents, which he owed him ; and that, ii he would fend them 
to him, and his two fons as l^oftages, their father fliould be 
immediately releafed. 5///w//ealily faw through this treache- 
phoiy pretence, but dared not refufe his demand, lor fear of 

ucacbiry. bringing fomc unjuft fiifpicion on himfeif, as if he was the 
caulc of his brother's detention. In the mean time the Syrian 
gai lion, being forcly prellcd tor want of provifion, found means 
to fend '■ftyphtn word, and to beg his affiltance i and he, having 


P 1 Macc. xii. f,g, & feq Antiq. xiii. 10. *1 i Macc. xiii. 


pall'. JosLPH. ubi fupra, c. ii. 

(Q) It feems .as if the alTembly, 
however, had fomc fcruplcabout 
the rcguJarity of this cledlion to 
the pontifical dignity ; and there¬ 
fore we find a kind of .an apolory 
made for it in the enfuing chap¬ 
ter (g'; where having recapi¬ 
tulated all his glorious deedi, 
and Ids lineal dcl'cent from ya- 
tin'b, they add, ih.it they had 
choljn him their governor and 
higli-piii.lt, and iniailed thofc 
dignities on hi-i polterity, tan,/ 
thire Jkoicld^oif a frdtJ'fuI pro- 
phft (1), who might fet tlicm to 
rights about it. 

This apology was fo much the 
more neceliary, fince, how highly 
foever thole Armoncan lierocs 
may be admired on other ac¬ 
count., yet there can be nothing 

''j I ,'ll« . ; 


faid in thc-ir excufc, except the 
iietclhiy and iniquiiy of the times 
they lived in, for adliiig in a two- 
lold oppofition to their Law ; to 
witjUripping the houfe oi Judah 
of the ro\al power,by which that 
family became reduced to the 
Jo welt degree of poverty; and 
the transterring tlie high-prieft- 
hood from that of Elcuaary the 
elder branch of the f.unily of A,j- 
rony into their own. So that, upon 
the whole, thofc great men, tho* 
extolled by tl.eir own writers to 
\lie degree of faints and martyrs, 
mull to an impartial reader ap¬ 
pear to have been more folicitous 
to fatisfy their own ambition, 
than to reform their church, ac¬ 
cording to the model of their 
divine lawgiver. 

(I) /-Vi. <}i. 

incrca, 
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increafcd the number of his forces, was coming to their re¬ 
lief, but was prevented by a deep fnow, and forced to with¬ 
draw into winter-quarters ; foon after which., he caufed both 
jinthihus and ’Jonathan^ with his two Tons, to b ’nurdcred(R), 
as v/e have elfcwhere related, and returned to As (bon Jonathan 

as he was gone, Simon ordered their bone) to be fetched at 

that place, and to be depofited in he fepiilcre of his fathers, Modin. 
at Modin, with the foleninity fuitahlc to his rank, and then of 
cauied a ftately monument to be rcued over It ‘ (S). ^^0 flood 

Hrs next care was, to fend an enibail'y to the Roman fenate, _ 
to notify to them the fieachcrous murder of his brother, with 
his fucceffion to lii.s offiLC, and to icnewliis alliance witli them. 

'fhey were to do the (inic with the Lacedaimnia^'s^ .and in 
both places they v'cre received with great honour. jJoth na¬ 
tions fliewed an imcoinmon refentment at Ti \pho?'\ treachery, 
and chcarfully renewed their fuendlhip with Simop ; to whom 
they lent back Jett ts )f c ingiatul 'ti ms on iii-s aci efiion to the 
'Jexvifl} high-priellhoo 1 and gov! nirndit, together with the la* 
tiricaiion of th nr alliance, ingraved on copper. All which 
ing rece.ved, S.mm caiiled tiKm to be read before their great Rome a;/,/ 
affembly ; and th -n fet about loi tif\ 111 >; afrelh both "J^rufalcm^ Sparta rt - 
and other places of "'fud^a^ and railing new foices ag.jm(f uivn,..//. 
future invdfl.hi’. ili\m>, thus fir llrcngtheiied hiini'..If by 
alliances, and the I.ind with jiicn, arms, and otii.’r iieciirirv 
ftoiif’s, he lent an cnibilly to D€Jhrtrin\^ whom had 

hv this time ftnpped of almoft hi, whole kiogJorn , aiu 
hib letter to him, olFeied to aeknow’oge him king of S)riay 

*■ I Macc. xiii. 20, & fcq. Ant. ubi fupia. ^ lid. ibid. 


to J)cine- 
triu'j 


(R) I’he text fays, that it was 
at Boftama that he caufed the 
three lart to be put to death, aiul 
buried; but it is not eafy to find 
the fituatioii of that place; only 
one may conjecture, that it was 
in the land of ihhndy where he 
is faid to have taken his winter- 
quarters. "Jo/iphus calls the place 
Ba/ca (2). 

(S; This noble piece of archi- 
teftnre flood on an eminence, 
whicii commanded the whole 
country round about; and, being 
itfelf raifed to a vafl height, 
was feen at a great diftance at 
fca, and ferved for a land-mark. 


It was made of white marble, 
curioufly carved and polilhed. 
Si??wti ci'ufcd alfo feven pyramids 
to be built round it; to wit, two 
for his father and mother, and 
four for luj four brethren, and 
the lail for hiinfelf. ^’hc whole 
s\a> furroundc'i with a Ihitely 
portico, whole archts were fup- 
ported by in.irble pillars, each 
of a whole piece. '’I he top of it 
as adorned with {liields,arniour, 
(hips, and other fuch einbcllifli- 
ments curioufly carved. All wiiich 
were ftill to be feen, not only in 
Joftphusy but in Eufebius and 
St. Jerom'% time (3). 


(5^ IIid, Eufeb. ^ liter, lx. Heir. 

Y 3 and 


(a) Ant. 1 . xiii. r. 11. 
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large 
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and to aflift him in the recovery of his kingdom from the 
uf'urper, upjri condition, that he confirmed him in all his 
dignities, and Ivs country in all their privileges and immunities. 
He back;..d his offers with a rich crown of gold, and fome 
otiier prrfents ; and Demetrius, fincerely glad to accept the 
conditions, lent him a letter under the royal iignaturc, by 
which he granted all his demands, together with a general 
anincffy and oblivion for all part hoftilitics, and conffituted 
Simon iovereign prince of the Jcwijb nation, and freed his land 
from all toreii^n yoke. From tljis time Sitnon took upon him 
the name and authority of prince and high-p i^-ft of thiefews ; 
which dignities having been confirmed to him, and to his dc- 
feende nts, the next year, by an act of the I'anhcdrin, all public 
adh wore ordered from thenceforward to be made in his 
name (1). 


(T) In piirfuancc and by vir¬ 
tue of tlris grant, the '-[l-zvs from 
ili.'U lime eealcd to date their 
C(T;rr.u‘h>, and otlnr inltrumcntj, 
as for:: h , by li.t re’giis of the 
drafd them by 
f))>. yea;- off/,..-,,/, and liis fiiccef- 
■' th Th's CjK’ ige was made 
by Uic general aliembly of the 
both prleils and ciders, 
win rein the fepreme government 
:mJ JijyJi-prieiliio d \,ere be¬ 
llowed O'. Simo-T, upon aecoiinl 
of bis gicat exploits, and ex ■ 
traordinary incrii, w’hich arelhvrc 
C!)mnciared {<); and with tin's 
farther addnior, that thofe dig¬ 
nifies I'c intailed on his 

fv:'jieriiy, as we obfen'cd in a 
latL riotc. M'-'ri.O'. or a copy of 
the gait, winch 'xas iiifcribcd, 
.Krng 7' into the 

high-p;air, and fiend of kings, 
and to rhe elders a"d nation of 
toe J('••<■ (6;. was ordered to he 
ingrmed on table?, of braf., and 
to he hiiiig np in the fanftuary, 
und ihc c.' iginal rn be depofited 
among rhe.uchives of the nation. 

Ihi-s grant, which continued 


fome generations in his family, 
was dated on the eighteenth day 
of the month £/«/, anfwering in 
jjart to our /Jugiijl, in the hun¬ 
dredth and fevcnty-fecond year of 
ihc Si huddle and the third of 
SirK 3 >?\ ponti 'icate It i.. faid to 
be given rt the general afiembly, 
held at Sarnmm/, which tl.e mar¬ 
gin of our F.}!^ ''lb verfioii ‘fup- 
pofes, with VrlrHui and others, 
to mean Ju n/rlcm, by tranfpofi- 
tioii (.if the letters. The Vidgnte 
reads it dfornhul, \shici'., if right, 
may be properly cnoiigl'.fuppofcd 
to be put, according to the Greek 
way of writing t-iy words and 
name , for Chir.^iir-melloy or the 
d/ irt or p'irj? of Milla. Millo was 
the deep ^^allcy between oldyer»- 
/i'/i.-.i, and the city of Da<vidi 
wdiicli that mqnarch, and after 
him S'llomofiy caufed to be filled 
up at a vaft labour and charge, 
and was therefore crdlcd by tliat 
name from the Hebnnu root, 
which fignifics to fill (7); but 
whetlier this ronjedure be right. 
Or what the meaning of Saramad 
or /^fear mel is, is hard to guefs. 


^ f/.) \ 'vUcc. -tiv. 16 , (JJcj. (c.) IhiJ. ver. 4, Ist Ff. ;6^ lin'd, cap. 

sV. r6- (7) Set t/cf. ii. />. 468. CP Jej. tbc ttPpuidtx te the h-ftory of tb* 

Simon's 



Hifiory of tho Jews. 327 

main bufinefs now was, to ftrcngthin himfclf in hi*; Simon 
neiv dignity i to which end, he fet about repairing ind foi fott fies 
tifying all his garifons afrefti j efpecially thit of Juda.a. 

which, being on the confines of 'Jtidcea^ had been formerly 
made the chief migazine of the enemy, and was like to be 
one of the fi ft places they would attempt. He therefore toik 
care to fe urc it with good wails, toweis, and ammunition, 
and with a garifon of the ftouteft \ivs. About the fame 
time he ftnt fsHathan the fon of /h>JiJo 7 H^ with a good arm>, 
to btflege Joppt , whi^h being tikeii, he dio\e out all its 
habitants, filled it with mtn ot his own nation, repaned itsJ°PP®» 
fort fications, ind, 1, .ing the lituation of it, bu»lt himfclf an 
houfe, ana fetchd thLie(U). About the fame time, l^itmn 
w nt with m >ihcr aimy to reduce the city of Gaza^ or, asflWGa 7 a. 
fom' mfsr^ p ob Mv guefs, that of t 9 uzata\ which had re¬ 
volted c\,.r iv\ i. fo death. He battered it fomc con- 

fiderable time wkli his engines, rnd was juft on the point 
of ftorming 1 , v>^h. n the inhabitants appeared o’^ the wdls, 
men, women, and cliildren, tMth thcr do ths rent, and im- 
pioied his mercy with fuch doleful cries, as prevailed upon 
him to fpnc their lives, and to fi-iid them aw.y to fh.fi foi 
themf-hes whv-re they could He entcied the town, and pu¬ 
rified it or allots idolatrous monuments; put a ftnng gaiifon 
of ftwi into It, and caufed an I oufe to be built foi iiimfelf, 
to which he often retired, cilhci for lelaxatioii, or to keep 
the*xicighbourhood m order «. 

On the n>.xt year, the foiticfs of which Ind been Veai of 

invtfted, as we hinted above, neai two y%. is, without any 
fupply from without, being now reduced bv famine, began 2206 
to capitulate, aftei it had been held by the iy; uifu alxiut ^ 
twenty-five yeais, to the great nuifance of the fiwijb nation. 

Simon, who wanted to be rid of them at any rite, gave them 
leave to march out peaceably, whilft he and his troops enteied 

‘SeePaiD connedl fuban 43 and the followingpige,not {WJ. 

« I MaCC xill 61, W paff. JosLPlI allL 1 Mil c 9, \ Itq. 

(U) The place from this time ever fince, notwithftanding its 
became the he id fta port to /< being a dangerous one, by rtifoii 
rufalem and all Judo’a, being of the great locks tint he before 
diftint about foity miles fiom it (9); though, in othei refpefts, 
Jerujaltm, and opening a trdde very pie ifantf being fituatc on a 
to all the Mid ti}>aiitan coalls be uuiful plain, and having 
and iflands Shaba {h) tells us, ?na on the fouth, CtrUtua on 
it was a port ot the fenx.s in his the north, and Ramah on the 
time; and it has continued fo call (1). 

(8) G O^r. I, XVI (9) y fet>L h U. Jud '1.111, e, 1«, (i) ^id, /'*. «/- 

^t{, FeJaft% illvjf, £? fup, vafIn ^<243. 

Y 4 it 
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it with palms in their hands, at the found of their trumpets, 
and other inilrumcnts, accompanied with fongs, and other 
demonflrations of joy. At firft he ordered it to be luilrated 
and cleanfed, intending probably to put SLjewiJb garifon in it: 
but having thought better on it, he called a grand council, 
and piopofcd to them the demoliflnng both of it, and of the 
hill on which it flood w. This propofal met with a general 
approbation j the work was immediately fet about, and carried 
on witli indefatigable afliduity, dm mg the fpacc of thiee years; 
every man taking his turn in it, till the mountain was brought 
down to the level of that of the temple, that it might never 
more be in a condition to annoy it (W). It was in this year, 
that the great fanhcdrin, and tiie whole aflembly of the yews^ 
confirmed to him all his dlgnltic^, and intailcd them on his 
pofterity, in confideration of tha eminent fervices he had done 
to his country j which are thercfoie iccapitulatcd (X) in U'e 

preamble 

^ lid ibid, ad (in. 


(W) This circuraftance of de¬ 
mob (hing the fortrefs, and the 
hill, which we have mentioned 
out of Jo/tphufy and thofc who 
have followed him, is not only 
omitted, but feems even contra- 
difted, by the firft book of Mac- 
eabttSy which affirms (2), that Si¬ 
mon fortified and ganfoned it with 
yiv.s ; and in the very next chap¬ 
ter, that Antiochus lent Simon a 
challenge to furrender it to him 
{3', which was three years after. 

However, fince that fortrefs 
was aflually demolifhcd, and the 
hill itfelf lowered to the level of 
the temple, it is likely, thatyo- 
fephus has only antedated it by 
fome ycr's. 

All t'us while, Smon employed 
another fet of hands, in repairing 
and fortifying the outer wall, 
and othci parts of the temple, 
building of new apa.'tmenti, par¬ 
ticularly a palace for himfelf, 
where he dwelt from thenceforth. 
In memory of the futrender of 
that fortrefs Simon ordered a 
feftival to be kept yearly j and 

(2) 1 Mmc. XIV. 36, 3;. (3) C, 


that he might the more fully 
attend on the religious and civil 
aftaiis of the nation, appointed 
his fon John general of all his 
forces, and ordered him to fix his 
refidence at Gazara (4), as ivas 
lately obferved. 

(X' Among other things, that 
arc there mentioned to his great 
honour, it was not a fmall one, 
that Jud/ta enjoyed a pel fed 
peace during the whole time of 
his government, whilft Syuoy and 
other neighbouring kingdoms, 
weie almoft deflro^cd by the 
wars, which were there raifed 
by competitors to their crowns, 
by traitois, and lioftile depre¬ 
dations j fo that it is there ob¬ 
ferved, that the Jinus lived qui¬ 
etly every man under his vine 
and fig-tree, enjoying without 
fear the fruits of his labours, 
and beholding with pleafure the 
flouriftimg ftaie of his country; 
theii trade increafed by the re- 
dudion of JoppOy and other ma- 
ritim places; their territories 
inlarged ; and their religion and 

XV. 28. J4) C.xw, 49, oAf.n. 

liberties 
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preamble to their decree, whicli we have had occafion to men¬ 
tion a little hij»,her. 

We have fecn in a former cliapter x, h >w Dr/urfriiis, Year of 
driven from his ilointnioos, ha‘l lirca takei., and k'‘pt pril^iiT, the flood 
by the Parthiansy whilft tvictnny c.> d a p;eneral 2208. 

defeftion from him to Cleopatra. 'This p'ii'c.^f'. defpairing Bef. Chr. 
ever to recover her captive lijfbanJ, fent to invite h’s brother Ho- 
Antiochus out of bis retirement, to m ilce a pufh f t the Syrian 
crown. Upon his (.omiiig theiffow to hvi, he font a very 
obliging letter to lheyi'ie////l.i^h-piitli, in wiavli he confirmed 
to him all his d'gniii >, levemie*', '^^nJ .rjthoii'v ; an! to his 
nation all the iieedom and immnnitt s, win h bid been for¬ 
merly granted to tliem by b's bivi'.ln 1, 01 which they were 
now in .idtual pofiefliun cf. 'J'i> this lie il , befilo' rnin\ Simon «/- 
great pioiniies, a powc. oI connngilu ir own'in'iie) h\J t 

which that poiitifl* iiniu' diatel/ inad>. uL of ('l Uuc w'lcn^"^^ 

coining. 


* Vol. ix. p. 328,ci. frq. 


liberties fecured; their town‘and tliofo two jrreat lii-hts of their 
other fortrefl'es v.'cil gaiiloiKd; tj naongiie, mo>i :rc^\ 

their annyunner gooddiicipline ; andy< /aj I, /> /? n C V •, dirc^rt j:» 
the land free fjom h^atlicn cin* of llu* diviiiii} f '100I . at y<rz’- 
mies, andyt apoftaii's; tl.i'ir Jnim auJ tin' t'u torn-rwis 
fritndfliip couiltd by al! till -111 prcfi(L-.il, and tii ' i.i'<vr vice- 
tion* about tlum, and «v^ii 1», pufi.lcM , of i!io fui" >hia (0). 
the/Ji/i.vmaud U c I ;rnd('ac4.i- (Y) oevcial j'icc.,’'of iliis/s.i>- 
felves free funu ..iiy foreign ) ol'C, iji^ coin are flill pn, 'er\ ed by the 
and from d.ingtr of mvaiion (;). curio is : tli*: inlnip'ii'ii oi fomc 

His panegyrift adds, that he of rJieni ii, Tlu J ikd or hAf- 
was no lefs xealous for the fer- Jt iKtl of lfiad\ in other*, the 
vice of God, in exterminating frit or fecond, fdc. year of the 
apoftafy, fuperftition, idolatry, deliverance of of 5 /o», of 

and every thing elfe that was '’JiniJaLff:, SiC. Others again are 
contrary to his laws; that he was inferihed, Simi'i prince of l/hhl. 
a g! cat protestor of the true//;■•. I- Wliai is remarkable in thefe in- 
elitesy and a friend to the poor; feripiions is, tint they are not 
that he rellorcd the ferv ice of the in the new /!y\riri> chararter, 
temple to its anticiit fplcndor, adopted by £t/s', butintlvrold 
and multiplied its facred iitenfils; Samia-lttn'fer whicli no other 
fo that wo need not v/onder, if rcafon ca-i be aliign'*d, if tiicy be 
the yf«ztvy& fanhedrin thought po authentic (7), except that Simv/ 
dignity or honour too gre.it for was willing preferve the an- 
a man of fuch uncommon nn iit. tient foini of thofe that had been 

Theyenvi//^ chronologcrs tell coined before the captivity, as 
us moreover, that in his days, well in the charafter, as the me- 
and about this time, flouriihed tal, figure, and weiglit. 

(5) I/ffacc, xiv. 4, Sf/uj'. ( 0 ) Shiil/hf/, Lakkaiiil. & atti. 

{7) See %vhet boi been Jvd, r,'/!, iii. f.ii , fiif ^5 not, 

Accordingly, 
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that prince had eftahliiljca himfclf on his throne by the mar¬ 
riage of Ch’.patra^ and the death of TrypLonV^ Simon^ whe- 
Jlh icr tliv-r he ii.lp..£led the fincerity of his late promifes, or was 
ren i willing to make his friendfhip to him appear more confiJerablc, 
^vitb fjnt a iu'fa embalTy to Ro>iie^ to lenew and ttrengtben his 
Rome, alliance With that nation (Z). 

Thi, leii itc’i letter to the king of Syiawx'& indeeil dlreiled 
to Dc/uJunf, It bein' written before that prince’s faliing into 
Antio- the hands of ih<i Parihui.u \ but had it been duelled to jtn~ 
chusV tioch'r^ it is likel), he would have had as litilc regard to it, 
ritio ' t to to tnat, which In i l.nt t) the fciulfly chief. For 

Simon, even whilft he was befuging of Ttyphon in Dora, whither 
Simon fent him two thoufand chofen men with warlike ftores, 
engines, and other ammunition ; inftead of accepting of them, 
he lent them all back, together with a threatening mtflage 
to S mon, infifl-ing upon his furrcndei of foppa, Gazara, and 
thecitad.l of 'JctuJahm\ wind', he faid, belonged to the 
crown ot Syria^ or clfe to pay him hundred talents for 
each, and five hundred more for the ravages wliidt theyrwrhad 
Atheno- committed in his dominion. Jthenobius^owa of that monarch’s 
biub/t'«r favourites, was the pci Ton who was dilpatchcJ upon that er- 
to Jerafa-wn*!: be came accoidingly to'Jerufalem^ and beheld with 
Icm, wonder the richnefi. and fpleiidor of the high-prioft’s court, at 
the fame time that he infoimcd him of his mafter’s demands^-. 

y Vol ix. p. 331, & feq. * Conf. i Macc. xv. z 8 . Sc fcq. i^i.-'nt- 
1. xiii. c. la, 13. 

Accordingly, ihcfc, I'kc the a tl; I'faml puh'T, amounting, 
old one'>, have on the cw fid-* a according to the lowcJl value of 
ci’p, or pitcher, fiippoled to ha\e the 'Utr vinr, to fi\ty thou 
b *eii the pot ot manna, aul on fund pound of our money. Ifis 
thcothcr a I lantl; or budding ri)d dcpiulc^ wcic received with the 
of Aofovj or a palmbramhi ulual honouio, and procured let- 
Ibmc a vine, othcis a hunch of ten fioni the lenate to the 
grapes, or a wheat-fl'i.if; fome kings of /, Ptrgamus, 

ha\c two doves othc*. two tow- Caypadoua, aiid other Hates, to 
rrs. Of the fron.. of an edifice, notify their alliance with the 
fuppoj’v (. to be that of the temple. Jc us, and to threaten them with 

Thole we have left of him arc an immediate war, who Ihould 
all of liber; whether he coined venture to commit any hoftilities 
any in gold, is not certain ; the againflthcm ; and ordering them, 
king’s letter mention^ neither if-any criminals,apoftates, 

metal, but permits* him in ge- or other Jf'vip outlaws, had 
ncral to ct in his own money. Iheltcred themfedves in their do- 

(Z) Among other valuable minions, to fend them bound to 
prclcniti whii h he fent, one was the Jrwiflj high-prieft, if de- 
tt lllicld of gold, which weighed maiidcd by him (S). 

(^) I JMjCiabt ubt fup, 7of, ar.t, uU Pfi, 
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Simotif nothing terrified at this m>;flage, anfwered him coolly, SImonV 
that he was in pofleffion of nothing but what wa^ the inlie-^^>:y./ ta 
ritance of his anceftors ; except indeed the foitr«.ires ot Joppa Syrian 
ami Gaxara^ wdiieh he had been forced to ftri-'-, to fupprK,!,'^-'^* 
the continual ravages and devaftations they made xwjidc’a: 
that for thefe therefore he was willing to pay the king a hun¬ 
dred talent-) j but, as to the fortie^s f Atru, he could by no 
means think, that he had any right to demand it from him. 
Athembivi did not it y to make any reply, but went oft’Atheno- 
abrupilv, and n turned to Antiochui^ who was ftill cai tying onbius cx^ 
the ilce of Dora^ and to whom h * icturned the anfwer v/\\\c\\ afpiratcs 
the J^wijh pontifFhad given him. He likcwife relaicci to 
thc pomp and giaiuleur of his houihold, the great tiumtity.?""{i^^^^ 
of filvei and gold vellels ufed at his table, and other fuch marks^''"^^* 
of the Jiivijb wealth, which he knew would not fail to in- 
cenfe that nu n.ai-h againft him ; for, as oblcrves, 

he was vtiy covc*^ous, and conlequently ungiatelul, and could 
not fad envying him fo much riches and graiidcui j and juft 
fo it happened. Autljchus^ forgetting at once his letter, and 
Simon'ii leiiuc.T, ordered Cendtheiis^ one of his nobles, to in¬ 
vade Jiidaa with a powerful army, whilft himfelf went with 
another in puifuit of the triitoi Irypbon *. 

Cendtheus, having received the government of all the coafts 
iA PhaiHida and Pula'liine^ and being at the head of a pow-^''^^^' 
erfu^army ol hotfe and foot, begin his expedition with for- 
tifying the town of Ccdro 7 i^ or, as the Vulgate perhaps of 

properly calls it, GtJor^, a place advantageoufly fituated ; 
and putting a ftrong ganfon in it. In the mean tunc he him- ^ ^ 
felf marched towards Jamnia and Joppa ; from whence he qJj, 
made many inroads into took a gieat number of pri- 

foners, and laid waltc al! ihat part of the countiy*^. The 
news of it foon reached Jobn^ who, as we hinted above, was 
m^de general of the Jcwijh forces, and kept his rcfidencc at 
Gazara. He went immediately to Jerufahm^ to acquaints, 
his father with it j and Simon, being by this time too old 
head the Jewijh troops, called his two ibravc fons, to wit, 

John, and his brother yWar, to whom he enminitted fhe^ 
command of them ; charging them, on hi) blcffing, to imitate^/jjg. 
the valour of their brave uncles, and to venture tiieir lives in 
defence of their religion and liberties (A). On thefe two 

* * fetting 

* 1 Macc. XV. 38, tc feq, Antiq 1 . \iii. c i z;h 13. ^ De hac 

vid. Josh, xv, 58. ‘ i Macc. ibid. 40, & feq. jostini. ubi fupra. 


(A) Here again Jnfephus (9) cahets, and makes the good 
differs from the book of Muc- old priell forget lus age, and 

/, xiii, f, 131 

fall/ 
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^fetting out at the head of twenty thoufand choice foot, befides 
fome horfe, they encamped on the firft night at Madin ; and 
on the morrow, as they advanced towards the plain, they came 
in fight ot the enemy, and drew fo near each other, that only 
a brook parted the two armies. That of yohn at firft ex- 
prefTcd fome reluiSlancy to crofs it; but he, afhamed of their 
vLho tn- backwardnefs, flung hinffelf flifl into it, and moved forward; 
gage and which fo animated his men, that they immediately followed 
difeat him. As foon as they were got over, he ranged them in 

him, order of battle, with his cavalry in the centie. An obftinate 

onfet immediately enfued, in which the enemy being feized 
with a ludden fright at the found of the facied trumpets, im¬ 
mediately gave way. Many them were killed and wounded, 
and the reft fled ; fome to the feonces, whigh they had in 
the plains of Jzotus^ where about two thoufand of them 
perifbed in the flames ; John^ now fur named Hyrcan (B), 
having caufed them to be fet on fiie. The reft, with Cende- 
heus, fled as far as Cedron^ the place lately fortified by him, 
and return yohn puifued him all the way thither; after which he 
faced about, and came and rejoined his brother 'Judas ; who, 
having received fome wounds in the a< 51 ion, had been forced 
to flay behind. The two biotheis, having by this defeat cleared 
thofe parts from the Sy lan troops, led their Victorious army 
back to yerufalem^ without any confiderable lofs, After 
th.s, yuJaa continued quiet and free from invafion, til|j the 


1 Macc. xvi. I, & feq. 


fally out at the ffcd of his 
troops, with as much vigour and 
refoiution, as if he had been in 
his. prime : fo fond is he to railo 
the character of his dwn an- 
ceftors. 

(B) The fourth book of the 
M ’ccahecs, of which we have 
given ar account in a former 
rote{i), tells us, that yohn re¬ 
ceived the furname of Hyrcan, on 
account of his defeating a famous 
general of that name, and kill¬ 
ing him with hH; own hand; 
which fome think may be the 
CrWf j,whom he here defeated, 
w'ho might be alfo furnamed 
Hyrcarui, cither becaufc he was 

« (i) Sup.p.'z^iytnfin 

(3) L, IV, c. 2. (4) Eujtb. tn thru, 


a native of Hpeema, or on fome 
other account (2). 

Jofiphus Btn Gorton fays,It palT- 
ed from the eldell fon of Simon, 
who was called Hwcan, to his> 
brother i/sZv/(3j; others think 
he had it given him on account 
of his beating x)^e Hyreanians ( 
all without any certainty; flnee 
neither the firft book of Macca¬ 
bees, nor jofephus, give us any 
reafon for it: befides, we have 
feen, that all the fons of Matta- 
thias had their particular fur- 
names ; fome of them more un¬ 
common, and as little to be ac¬ 
counted for, as this of Hyrcan. 

(2) Cjlifiet. b,ft. V. T. fub A M. 3869. 
S. ievtr, biji, 1 , 11, at. 

murder 
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mutder of their worthy high-prieft, which happened about 
three years after, and brought Antuchus again with an army 
againft that metropolis. The manner in which this perfidious 
ad was perpetrated, was as follows. 

Simon had then a fon-in-law named Ptolemy^ the fon of 
Abadusy whom he had made governor of Jericho, and its ter¬ 
ritories, and who was grown exceeding rich in that govern¬ 
ment i but fuch was bis ambition, that nothing lefs could fa- 
tisfy hiim than his being matter of all ^iidaa. This wretch 
took the opportunity Stmon'^ making a progrefs about the 
country with his two fons yudas and Matthias^ to invite them 
to his cattle of Dog^ where he had prepared a fumptuous enter- Simon 
tainment for them. The old pontiff, wlio fufpeded nothing 
lefs than fuch an horrid defign, was eafily perfuaded to accept 
of die invitation ; but, after they had featted and drank '^xo.xxy dered by 
freely, fome ruffians, whom he had privately potted, rufhedf^tolemy. 
upon the three guefls, and murdered them. His defign was to Year of 
have cut off ilyrean alfo, who w s then at Gaouira ; to which the flood 
end he had difpatched fome meffengers to invite or bring him 2213. 
to him : but, happily for him, one of his father’s retinue, ®‘^f-Clir. 
who had cfcaped the flaiighter, had brought notice to him of * 35 - 
what had patted; fo that Hyrcun was beforehand w'ith him, 


and caufed his meifengers to be taken, and put to death (C). 

Ilyrcarty 


(C) Thus far goes the firfl: To begin then with fome of 

bo^ the improbabilities with which 

concludes its epocha of forty years he continues the hiftory of this 
with this efcape of Hyrcan, and high-prieft, he tells us (6}, that 
refers us for the remainder of his as foon as was inttalled in his 
life and adions toabookof chro- new dignities, he put himfclf at 
nicies (5) long ttnee loll; fb that the head of the 'JewL'iJh army, 
we muil now fill up the fequelof and went and befieged Ptolemy in 
the Je’iuiJh hiftory for the moft his caftlc of Dog or Dagon, where 
part out of JoJephus ; in the fol- he Hill kept alive <S/mo;/*s wife,and 
lowing of whom care fhall be his two fons, contrary to the 
taken to difeover fuch errors of book of Maccabees^ which fays, 
his, as are either accidental or that he airaflinaccd the two latter 


otherwife, by comparing him with with their old lather, and men- 
himielf, or other hiftorians, till tioiis nothing of tlie wife, 
we come to the facred ones of the He goes un, and tells us, that 
New Teftamenti fo that what- as ffjv ca//went on with the liege, 
ever we find in him, that either Ptolemy caulbd his mother and 
bears not an authentic face, or two brother^o be brought upon 
clalhes, or has been confuted by the walls of the caftlc, and there 
other authors, will be either had them Yeverbly fcourged, 
thrown into the notes, or, if of threatening at the fame time to 
fmall moment, quite fet attde. call them headlong down, if he 


(5) Wr. 

3 


( 6 ) 1 . xiii. e. 14^ Q 1^. ^ bell Jud, I i. t.%. 

did 
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Hyrcan^ thinking himfi'U now no longer fafe there, made 
the bell: of his way to Jci ufalenty whether Ptolemy arrived as 
foon as lie. Both oiFcicd themlelves at different gates, and 
demanded admittance j but liyrcan was received out of re- 
fpedl to hib woiiii' fath.-r, whiift his murderer, and the men 
that c^.m" wulh him, h.d the morlificaiion to be repulfed. 
Hyrcan Hyrcan was immcdiatcJ/ declared prince and high-prielt in his 
fuccerds faibei’s (lead, and put himfelf at the heaa of his army, forti- 
Simon. ficJ hwnicit in the mountain of the temple, and provided 
every way for his own fafety, and for that of the city and 
Ptolemy counti y. On the other hand, PioLmy, feung himlclf difap- 
a'i pointed in hh o\\ Hyrcan ditid 'JerufaUfM^ and having 

in vain endeavoured to bribe fome of the iieads of the Jews 
over to Ills intereft by fumptuous promilcs, was at length le- 
I ts etter jjy^cd t) the neceffity of writing to Antiochus^ to acquaint him 
<Aus" what he had done, and to beg of him to tome to his 

did not defift; and that the old the feaft of tabernacles, and not 
lady, obferving her fon to relent the fabbatic year, obliged that 
at the light of her dinger and pontiff to repair to Jerufalem to 
cruel ufage, made figns for him pcrfoi m the fundlion of his office; 
to go on with the fiegc, and to during which foleinnity Ptolemy 
take no thought of her fafety or found means to efcape far enough 
life j and thet her fon, being out of his icach. 
unable to fee them fo cruelly tor- This account, did it not con- 
tuud, did .as bften flacken his tradidl the firlt book of M4icca- 
hand. bee^^ which exprefly fays, that 

At l-ngth, continues he, the tlie father and the two fons were 
fabLatic or feventh year being murdered at the fame time (y), 
come, which was a \car of lell would be much more probable 
as well as the feventh day, and than that of Jofephus^ at Icaft 
upon that account oblig’d with legard to the i'ufpenflon of 
to raife the ficgc, th s gave the the fiege; fince there is no law 
murderer an opportunity to cfc tpe that obliged the Je-^s to abftain 
beyond 'Jordan \ fo that, hiving from war, efpecially a defenfive 
put to death his three prilenerb, one, during the fabbatic year: 
he rcti: cd toi^r«o,rui named Coty- if theie had, how could they have 
/:7r,wIio had ufurped the govern- continued a nation without a mi- 
incnt of the city of Philt.delphia. rack* ? And 'jtX.Joftphus affirms 
The fourth book of Macca^ it not only to have been the caufe 
lees tells us much the fame of iJyrcan\ raifing the fiege of 
llory, und only differs in two D omy but of Antiochus's taking 
circiittJ’anccsfiorV/o/J^^ j. The tEe advantage of it to invade Ju- 
lirll is, that C’./^ff,'and not Jr/ u- da-a, and befieging its metropolis. 
Jalem^ was the place where //yr- The fiegc of Dagon is therefore 
can w '/ received and preferied to juftly called in queilion by Icveral 
the aflaliin; and the fccond, that learned men (8). 

(7) C p. ul'. - Hi. ( %) V)d. itt, al, Salun, annaU Jub A. M. 39291 
C jO. . /'/ 'c C IA, AI. 3Stg, 
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afliftance ; promifing him at the fame time to reduce all 
fuda flunder him, providfed he made him governor of it. 
Antiochus, whom the late defeat of Cendeheus had ftill more 
exafperated againft the Jews^ eafily embraced his offer, and 
was adually coming with a powerful army to ids alEftance ; f/jg 
but whether through fear, or for whatever other reafon,^,.j^ 
the rebel did not think fit to flay till his arrival, but fled \ks difappears, 
'Zeno^ tyrant of the city of Philadelp hia What became of 
the wretch afterwaids, we cannot find. The author of the 
fourth book of Maccabees adds to what we obferved in the laft: 
note, that, after he had killed the mother and two biothers of 
Hyrcan^ he fled, and retired into fome place where he co’ild 
not be come at, whilfl: Hyrcan was detained at 'JoufaLm to Year of 
perform the prieftly funiSlion, it being then the fealt ot taber- the flood 
nacles. All wc know is, that no further mention is made rf 2213. 
him, either by ©r the firfl: book of tlic t-hr. 

fince his flight into Philadelphia. * 3 v 

Antioihus^ allured into fudeta^ partly at the news of the 
brave 5 /Vw«’s death, and of the riches of his fucceffor, andJ“‘"^‘’‘ 
partly by the fair offers which the traitor Ptolemy had made 
him, entered Jud<i,a on the fame year with a powerful 
and went diredly to bdlege ycr;(/tf/rw, diiving Uynan all the 
way before him, till he had Ihut him up with his men in that 
metropolis (D). 

As therefore no relief could be expelled from without, 
either of men or proviffons, bethought himfclf at fit It 

of a way of ridding himfelf of all ufclcfs mouths, by putting 
them out of the city; by which means they, being pent up 
between the wall and the enemies ditch, muff infallibly hate 
been ftarved in a little time, lud they not been taken in 
again. What raifld the compaflion of thofe within the walh, 
was the approaching feaft of tabernacles, which was ufually fo- 
lemnized with great joy and feafting, and could not but have 
been very much diffurbed by the cries of their perdhing bre- 
thieii without. Hyrcan then fent to Anticthus to defire a 
** See vol. ix. p. 332, & feq. 

(D) To inclofe him the more placed his men to annoy thofe that 
effeflually, JoJephus tells us (6), defended the wall', wlulll he was 
that he crufed two deep and fpa- battering them from below. Jo^ 
cious trenches to be dug round fiphus adds, that his army fuffer- 
the city, and divided his army cd Ibme tim^fbr want of water, 
into feven camps; fo that all and was at length relieved with 
poflibiliiy of ingrefsoregrefs was a good lailwg rain. On the 
intirely llopped. He reared like- other hand, the befieged made a 
wife an hundred towers, the vigorous defence, and, by their 
fourth book offays an frequent fallies greatly anoo} ed 
hundred and thirty, which were the bcfiegcrs. 
three llorics high,upon which he 

(^) Ant, /.xiiitC. l£, 


truce 
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Antio- truce of fcvcn days, that they flight quietly celebrate that 
chubV//^-; whith was jioc only readily granted, but that prince 
being t’lercby (fiirtil np to Tome feme ot religion, fent them 
a conlidcrablc nuniber of viiliuis, with their horns gilt, to- 
petliLr wiili leveral rich veflelbof gold and filvcr ^ filled with 
precious perfuinei, and foinc money, arid other neceflarics, 
w'l'ich were, by llyrcuns ordeis, thankfully received by the 
priclfa at one of the gates of the city, and thence conveyed into 
the temple. 'Fhis untxpcdled iiiftance of the king’s piety and 
l.beiality gave him fomc hopes, tliat a peace might probably be 
obtained from him with tlie fame eafe. He was not mifiaken; 
for Anticchus^ whethtr tired with the brave and conftant de¬ 
fence of the befieged, or moved by fume other leafon, granted 
Antiochusit to him, upon the conditions which the reader may fee in 
cmcludesa the note (F), 

feacewiib How'LVER that was, the peace was figncd on both fides, 
r^^Jews. and the proper hoftag-s fent to Antiotbus^ among whom was 

^ Ant.xiii. c.i6. Vide &Plut. in apophtheg. 

(E) That the Jeivs flioald de- ufual clemency, remitted this 
liver up their arms j that tliC alfo. And yet Jofephus tells us, 
city-wall Hiould be dcmolifhed ; that, when this peace was tranf- 
and that John fhould pay a cer- aftmg, the city was reduced to 
tain tribute for JoppUy and other the laft extremity, having quite 
towns he held out of Judfta, cxhaullcd all their provifions. 
The king infilled hard upon two and,which is Hill more furpriiing, 
other conditions, namely, that that the befiegers were fo well in* 
they Ihould receive a Sytian ga- formed of it, that they earnellly 
nfon into their metropolis; and preffed the king to make ufe of 
fecondly, that the fortrefs of lo favourable an opportunity to 
Acra ^ould be rebuilt. The deilroy and extirpate the whole 
firft of thefe they bought off at Jeivijh nation, which they tra- 
thc price of five hundred talents, duced to him in the bittereft 
three hundred ot which were to terms, as the peft of mankind, 
be paid inllantly, and the reil at and fworn enemies of all other 
fome dift^nce of time. Tfey like- nations; fo that, all things con- 
wife engaged to put into the fidercd, it feem' as if Providence 
king’s hands a fufficient number had inicrpofed in their behalf, 
of hoflcges, to alTure him of their and had mollified that monarch’s 
future allegiance, that they might heart towards them. Andanhea- 
be wholly free from any com- then author owns (i), with 
incrce with flrangcrs. As for fephusy that it was owing to his 
the fecond,, who remem- furpiifing goodnefs and genero- 
bered what a grievous thorn in fity, that the whole nation had 
their fide the lato fortrefs had not then been inlirely deftroyed, 
been, would by no means agree and that they obtained a peace 
to the building of a new one ; upon fuch cafy terms, 
and the king, according to his 

(0 Diodt,<-,bicul. idi./.xxxk. & apud P/ict, cod. 

Ifynan^s 
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Hfrcanh brother j the city was difmantled ; the money paid; 
and the fiege raifed : but Hyrcan was forced to make ufe of a 
ftrange expedient to p»cure the three bundled talents /lipu- 
lated. It feems their tresffury was then at fo low an ebb, that 
it could not furnifli him with that fum; fo *hat John was 
forced to open an hidden treafure, which had be^n laid up by 
fame of the kings of Judah Joftphus fays the tomb of 
David from which he took out hree thouiand talents j a 
thing which had never been attempted before by any of his 
predeceflbrs, nor was alter him by any, except by Hered{¥\ 

With 

B Lib. 4. Maccab. * Ubi fupra, rj fin. & bell Judaic. 
1. iv. c. 2j & alib. 


(F) The ftory of an hidden 
treafure, whether laid up by 
David^ or by any of his fuccef- 
fors, is julUy fufpedted by the 
judicious, as a fable invented by 
thofe two authors, without any 
foundation: only that of the 
Maccabees delivers it as a com¬ 
mon report; wherens Jofephus 
affirms* it both of Hycan and 
Hetod without hefitation. 

That both Dai id and Solomon 
heaped upimmenfe riches,we have 
formerly feen ; but that they 
caufed any pa t of them to be 
hidden under-ground, m* ch Ids 
in their own tombs, is no-where 
faid, either by the facied or apo 
cryphal writers; but the conn a j y 
may be fairly couched fiom 
them. For, if they had left any 
fuch hidden treafure, idt likely, 
that their wicked fucccfl'ois, who 
made no fcruple to rMle the 
temple of its facred utenfils and 
ornaments (2), would have left 
it untouched ? Is it likely, that 
good king HiS^ekiah would have 
chofen to take all the filvcr and 
the gold vcflcls of the temple, 
and evea to tear off the gold with 
which the gates, piilais, and 
other parts of that facred build¬ 
ing were covered (3I, rather than 

(c) Vtuf trt. al. 2 h,>j\ v.i. S. U 

(4) iinpta, p 2 j6 l\ j/.w. , . 

Voi.. X. 


to break into this immenfe, but 
ufelefs tieafure ? 

Again,IS it probable,had there 
been any fuch depofitory, that 
fo many Jljfyrian and Chaldeean 
monarchs, a*, had formerly rifled 
both city and temple, would not 
have got fome knowlege of it, 
and gutted it of all its riches ? 
And if they had till then been 
preferved by I'omc kind of mi¬ 
racle for nothing kfs could do it), 
how Gxoald Hp tan dare to break 
in upon them, and not rather, 
like the good king above-men 
tioned, have r'fled the temple of 
fomc of its valuable orinmcntj, 
which, by what we have feen 
hitheito, were by this time grown 
veiy numerous and coftly, by 
the gencrofity not only of hii 
prcdcccffors, but of foreign 
princes ? 

VVe have liiely feen, that 
there was a ircafury or bank in 
the temple, pait ol which con 
filled of donatives for the fup- 
port of the pooi, parti) of the 
portions and dowlies ot the fa- 
thcrlcfs and v/dow«-, and partly 

the fuLIiflitae of the richer 
fort, w ho dc]^(jted their W'ealtii 
theie lor fccuiity bcfide* 
that which was allotted for the 

smI. 18. (3) Jt'J.wii 

7 . 
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With this frefli fupply he paid Antiochus^ and ventured to do 
what had never been done before, to take a number of foreign 
troops into his fervice. This peace was followed by an 
alliance with AntUchus^ after which that monarch was invited 
mtajetufalem with his chief oiHcers, where be was received 
and fealled in a fumptuous manner; and,after mutual afTurances 
of friendfhip and alliftance, the king let out for Syria, and 
Hytcan began to repair the breaches and damages which had 
Year of made during the fitge. This peace was made on the 
the flood ninth month after Simon's> death. Hyrcan was punctual in 
2217. his promifes to that prince for fome years after, and did him 
Bef. Chr. feveral fignal ferviccs in his war againft Phraartes, fpoken of 
131. in a former chapter ^ and bore a great fhare in the vidtories 
which that prince gained againft him (G). 

Antio< Antiochus was foon after defeated and killed, as has been 
chusV elfewhere related ; and Hyrcan, in his return to ftrnfahm, 
death, took Aleppo, and laid it under a tribute After this, find- 
Year of ing that the kingdom of Syria was rent with intcftine difturb- 
the flood ances, and their cities naked and defenccicfs, he marched thi- 
R f rh * ^ good army, refolved to fci/c upon fuch of them as 

Bet. Chr. convenient for him. I'hc firft he took was that of 

Madeba, W'hich coft him a fix months ficgc. From thtnee 

* Vol. ix. p. 335, Vol. ix. p. 334. *"4 Maccab. 

maintenance of the divine fer, need ^ And might not that cun- 
vice (5). Now, if we confider, ning monarch colour this uicked 
that they were fo continually deed with the fpecious pretence, 
harafled with wars, invafionsand thtitHycan, a perfon of uncx' 
opprefllons, it is not improbable, ceptionablc ebaradter, h.>d done 
that they depofitcd thefe riches in the fame thing upon the like 
fome proper fubterranean places, emergency (6) ? 
known but to a few trufty men at (G) Some authors think (7), 
the head of affairs, and kept the that it was in this war that John 
whole as much a fegret as pof- got the name of Hy/ can^ on ac- 
fible. If therefore Hyrcan was count of fome flgnal viftory he 
now hard pi efled to raife money, gained over the Hyteanians. 
is it not mi re probable, that he However that be, Jafephus tells 
borrowed it out of this bank, us (8 , on the authority of H. 
till better times enabled him to liamafcen^ that Anttochus fhewed 
repay it? him fo much regard, as to halt 

But when Heiod totallyrifled two days on account of the feaft 
it for his own >ufei jf ever he bf pentecoft, becaufe it beginning 
really did fo, migit he not trump that year on the day immediately 
up this plaufible |ory, that it had following the fabbath, it was not 
b^n depofited there by David, law ful for the Jenus to march on 
or his fucceflbrs, againft times of thole two days. 

(■ 5 ) z Maccab.m 6, ( 6 ) VideSalur UJ)* Ttii, (•») Eitfei> m 

ttrw.&u/f. iiv r, ah ylntii. /. xiii. c. i6. 

he 



^C. XI. f Bybfy ^/iS^ews: 

he went to that of Samega, which he fubdued, with (everal 
others both in JraHa and Phoenicia From this time weHvram 
may date the total deliverance of the Jews from the SyrianMkttt^ 
yokci for neither ht, nor any of his dcfcendents, paid either ^-^^SySi 
homage or obedience to thofe monarchs c er afterwards, butJw^A 
lived free, and independent on them From thence he 
turned his arms againft the Samaritans, and took Shechem znA His eeni 
Garistzim, and the temple lormerly built by Sanbaliat,quefiu 
and demolished it, after it had flood two hundred years, to^ 
gether with all the edifices, altars, and monuments, which 
had been built there hy Jezebel ; and put fcveral of the Sama^ 

Titan priefls to death (H). The following year Idumea was 
Jikewife conquered by him ®, where he caufed proclamation 
to be made throughout that province, obliging all thofe that 
would not be circumcifcd to depart out of the land j but the 
Idumeans, rather to forfakc their old idolatry than their 
country, fubmitted to his conditions, and weie from that timb 
incorporated into tdxtjewijh commonwealth (I), 

Iir 

“ Idem lb Josfph. antiq I.xlii. c. 17. Strab. geogr. I xvi. 

* Justin. cxTrog I. xxxvi c, i. » Joseph, ubi fupra, tc 
1 . XV. c. 11. Strabo, ubi fupra. See alfo vol. 11. p. 180, & feq. 


(H) Thcfe two laft particulars, 
which we have out of the fourth 

I book of the MaecabeeSf Jofephus 
fays nothing of, but only men¬ 
tions the dcmolilhing of their 
temple, which was from that 
time never attempted to be re¬ 
built : however, the Shechemttes 
built themfelves an altar there, 
on which they offered their fa- 
crihces, according to the Mofatc 
law, and have continued to do fo 
ever fince. 

(I) From that time down¬ 
ward to the deflruflion of Jeru- 
falem by the RomanSf they conti¬ 
nued in the JtTMiJh religion; fo 
that the word IJameaiu figmhed 
no more than incorporate^ Jews, 
in contradiftin£lion to thofe that 
were fo by natural defeent (9); 
and from their total difperhon, 
the former name has been intire- 
ly abforbed in the latter. 


With relpeft to thefe Idumean 
profelytes, it will be proper to 
obferve here, that Herod, who 
obtained afterwards the kingdom 
of yud<xa,yNZ’i of that race. From 
his reign therefore the Jewt^b 
writers begin to ftyle it rnobo 
malkuth hagerim, the 
kingdom or leign of profelytes 
or ftrangersj which not being 
obferved by Scaliber zXiAMunJier, 
they have tranflated it the king¬ 
dom of the Hagarens ; but our 
learned Vjher his fufhciently con¬ 
futed that millake (8). and we 
fhall further Ihew, when we come 
to the reign of that prince, that 
he was really one of tfaefe/<f«W('- 
ans, incorporated into, and there¬ 
by intiybd to all the privileges 
of, a ittural Iftaelite, Theie 
was ind^ to be this difference 
in the true Edmites, that they 
could not intermarry with them 


( 9) eon fub enn, 1 29. nott t. & Buxtirf. hxu, Rab.fiib wee Dnst* 

(l) M 3875. 

Z z till 
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Hyrcan I^7 the year following Hyrcan Tent Simon the fon of 2)0> 
mrws hi$ fttheu^y and Jpollontus the Ion of Alexander^ on an emba^ to 
aUionce th? Roman feiute, to renew the allianc^hey had lately made 
nvUh with Simon his father, and fent fomc valuable prefents by 

Rome, them (K). They met with an honourable reception at Rome^ 

Year of and a ready compli nice with all then demands. The fenate, 
the flood befidcs the renewing of the alliance, granted the fewi the 
2219. pofllflion of 'foppa, Gazatn, and fome other places, which 
Bef. Chr. ^aUOihm had taken fiom them ; and ordered the einbafladois 
*29 a (urn out of the public treafurv, to defray their charges home- 
''>“V-^vvard!.(L). 


till the third generation, accord¬ 
ing to the law of Mofes (2); but 
as we have Ihcwn thefe Idumeans 
to be of a different race, or lather 
a mixture of other nations, how 
that matter was regulated by the 
f.. 'Kedrin, we know not. 

We have heretofore obferv- 
ed (3), that the word Edomite^ 
and Idumean, which often occurs 
in the rabbinic writings, is not 
that of any nation, but the name 
by which tJiey tall the ChrtfitanSf 
againft whom they write, and is 
indeed one of the civilefl; but 
they oftener ufe thofe of got, 
heathen, and Nezn or Nvxarite, 
and fometimes that of Samat ttan 
and Cutbean ; which caution we 
here repeat, to prevent thofe that 
read them being miilaken by any 
of thofe feigned names. 

(K) Among thefe the fourth 
book of Maccabees mentions a 
large difh, and a fliield, amount¬ 
ing to fifty thoufand pieces of 
gold. That author mentions 
fome other particulars, which 
are not mjofephus; fuch as, that 
the embafladors were made to fit 
down with the Roman conful; 
that they were aliowed^e free 
exercife of their religioj.; and 
thattheletterwhirh tbe)i/brought 
from the fenate to Hpcan, 
gave him the name and title of 
king, which that pontiff took 
{3} Vide Dtut, xjul. 7, S, 


upon him, and bore it from 
thenceforward. The letter is 
there mierted at full length ; but 
as It conf|ins nothing particular, 
except that infciiption, we fhall 
refer the reader to that book for 
it. 

{L) They likewife fent letters 
to all the governors of the pro¬ 
vinces through which they were 
to pafs in their return, to fee 
them treated with all the marks 
of honour due to their charafler. 
The fenate likewife ordered, that 
all the complaints they had exhi¬ 
bited againft the Sytians ihould 
be redrefled; declared null and 
void all that Anttochus, or his 
fucceflbr, had done, or fhould do, 
contrary to their late league with 
the late Je<vjtJh high-pricfts; that 
the Syrtans ihould reimburfe to 
them all the lofles fuftained by 
them,*and appointed commiflaries 
to come and fee the purport of 
their decree fully executed. The 
embafladors had likewife defired 
letters from the fenate, direfled 
to all the princes and free ftates 
with whom they w ere in alliance, 
to recommend the Je^a,iJb intereft 
to them ; but there being at that 
time other important matters on 
the tapis, the affair was deferred 
for further deliberation; and 
they returned to Jerufalem high¬ 
ly rati<ficd with what they had. 

( 3 ) W.U./. i8i,(y). 


This 
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This embafly having fo. well fucceeded, Hyrcan^ on tht^ficonj 
next year» fcnt a new one with frelh prefents, to thank 
fenate for their laft favour, and to obtain a ratification of ^iW/ent to 
their former decrees in their behalf; all which was readily Iconic. 

' granted, and the embafladors returning, brought this new aft, 
which the reader may fee at full length in JoJtpbus (M). By of 
thefe alliances he faw himfclf more and more ftrengthened in ^ood 
his dominions, whilft the kingdoms of Sy/ia and Egypt were- 
troubled with continual wars. Mexandtr Zebtna, having by 
this time mounted the /<7W throne p, was gltd tomikt him . 
his friend ; but being foon after killed, rnd fuccccdcd by jfn- 
tiochus Gtyphusy this lafl fo refented it, that he as pit piling ^ear of 
himfelf to invade ‘Judeea ; but was happily prevented by Jus the flood 
brother, who was then levying an army at C)%numy and **** 
comingagainft him. Hytcan left them to fight it out between®®^ 
them, without concerning himftlf on either fide, choohng n- 
ther to enjoy his fovtreigii authority peactfullv, which gave 
him an oppoifunity of heaping up immtnfe treafures, by the 
tributes which he received both horn his own now flourifKing 
land, and fiom thofe countiies which he had latcdy fubjciSfcd 
to his dominions. At Iingth fome hoftilitus, uhuh the Sa^ 
matt/ans committed againft the city of MmeJJuy which was 
then in fricitdfinp with him, ga\e him a fair handle for renew- „ 
mg the wai, which he had latclv begun againft thufe of the* 
city of Shcchtm. He went Micrdore with his two fons jitijlo ‘J. 
bulus znd Antigonusy at the head of a powe ful aimy, am s frolr |. ** 
With all the pioper engines for the fiegc of bamatia, which 
had been fince rebuilt and feriificd (N). J hefe ineompaflcd 

the 

P Vol ix. p 337, Sc feq. 


(M) Yitic Jofeplus Ins .'igain 
committed a manifefl blunder, by 
inferting this decice in tlie wrong 
place (4), and inftead of another 
then granted by the lenite upon 
another occaflon, and at the re 
commendation of Juhus Ca fat ^ 
to Hyreanus the fecotid 1 Jua 
has been fully proved by feveral 
learned men, whom the reader 
will find below {5); and he may 
fnrthei convince himfelf of it by 
comparing the contrariety be¬ 
tween the decree itfelf, and the 
occaflon upon which the JewtJh 


hillorian there quotes it, w'lth 
rcfpedl to feveral other particu- 
lais, which the reader laz) fee 
at full from the authors lately 
named 

(N) It will be proper here to 
remind our readers, that thefe 
mattiatii weienot now of the old 
race fo much hated by the ; 
for thefe, we have fecn a little 
higher, hadAcen either deftroy- 
ed, 01 driv/n out of that metro¬ 
polis, by sYeAatrdff the Greaty 
for the murder of his favourite 
Jndromeuf ; immediately after 


1^) ^Htia I XIV. e 16 (S) Scali^ anima/t inch on Fujeh rum 197** 

Ujger. annal fub A. M, 3877. baltcn jub A M 4007. jtH, 36. Pnd ewutSi, 
fib am, izj. 
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Be^tgts the city with a wall, and a deep ditch, of about eighty fur- 
thiir capi-\oTig^, or four thoufand paces circuit; by which they Toon re* 
iai i duced the city to fuch fcarcity of proviftons, that they began 
to eat all manner of unclean beafts, fuch as cats, dogs, and 
other carrion. In this extremity they found means to fend and 
implore the affiftance of Antiochus Cyzicenus, who was now on 
the Syrian throne and who came accordingly with a great 
army to their relief 

Year of In the mean time the grand expiation-day being at hand, 
the flood Hyrcan was obliged logo up toferufaUm to perform the office 
2228. of it, and left his two Ions to carry on the fiege. Upon their 
Bef. Chr. hearing, that Antiochus was coming againft them, Arijiobulus 
. was difpatched with part of the army to meet him. A 
bloody engagement enfued, in which the were to- 

S rians ^ routed, and purfued as far as Scythopolis ; and Antiochus 
* * cfcaped with great difficulty. After this defeat, the fiege was 

renewed with fuch vigour, that Antiochus was again applied to ; 
but he not caring to hazard a fecond battle, contented him* 
felf with fending fix thoufand men to make a divcrfion in 

in hopes to oblige the Jews to raife the fiege; neither 
were thefc his own troops, but fuch as he had with fome diffi¬ 
culty obtained from the king of Egypt, We have already 
feen the ill fuccefs of this expedition in a former vqlume, as 
iakes and betraying of Scythopolis to Hyrcan by Epicrates, 

rafis Sa- and the furrender and utter demolition of Samaria ». Frc.n 
maria; this time Hyrcan became more and more powerful, and made 
himfelf mailer not only of all Palafline, but added alfo unto it 
eonguers the provinces of Samaria and Galilee ; all which he enjoyed 
federal jq ^he end of his life, without any moleftation from without, 
provinces, jifeords from within his dominions. His reign was no lefs 
His great remarkable on the account of his great wifdom and piety at 
ttealfor home, than hisconquells abroad. Never did the JewiJh reli- 
reltgton. gion or commonwealth appear in greater luflre fince the re¬ 
turn from captivity ; byt that which raifed his glory above 
any of his predeccllbrs or fuccelTors, was, if we may believe 
Jofephus *, and the fourth book of Maccabees his enjoying 
three dignities, which never all met in any but him ; namely, 

* Vol. ix. p. 342, & feq. ' Antiq. 1 . xiii. c. 18. * Ibid. vol. ix. 

p. 344, feq. * Ant. ubi fiipra, bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 3. " Cap. vii. 

which he repcoplcd the place miflakcn, who think, that the 
with Syro-Macedcntm‘Sy or a mix- JewiJh hatred againft the former 
lure of Syrians, Mac’donians, and fort of Samaritans was the occa- 
Creeks. fion of this war; for thefe were 

Thefe, being fettled there, in- all heathens, and conlequently 
compailed the town with a double ftrangers to the difputes and 
high-wall,adeep ditch, and other intailed enmity between (hofe 
ibrtifications: ^ofe th^efore are (wo. 


the 
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the royal dignity, the high-priefthood,and the gift of prophecy. 

Of the laft of thefc we fliall give two or three inftanccs out 
of thofe authors in the note (O); but the fecond, or high- 
priefihood, ^though he had excrcifcd it in fuch a manner as 
ought to have rendered him doubly venerable, yet in the end 
proved the fource of fuch perfecutions from the proud and 
hot-headed pharifees, as quite imbittcred the latter-end of his 
reign, if not fliortcned his days (P). 

Hyrcan had always Ihewed himfelf a zealous {licklcr for the Hyrcan a 
pharifees: they had hitherto monopolized his favours, znd/riend to 
enjoyed the moft confiderable ports under him, whilft xh^thephmi- 
other two vyere defpifed and kept under by him. But an un-/^"* 
timely piece of condefcenfion towards them, or perhaps rather 
of vanity, from which the bert: of men are not always exempt, 
gave one of the heads of that imperious fe<Sf, named *Chr 

(O) yofephus affirms him to tioning; only this one is very |q 3_ 
have had very extraordinary vi- remarkable, if true, that the 
fions and revelations, more par- Hones of the breaftplate, and the 
ticularly about his own children, carbuncle on his (houlder, quite 
lie tells us, for inllance, that, on loll their luftre after his death, 
the day in which his forces de- and never recovered it fiuce. 
feated thofe of Antiochus, himfelf (P) It is under his reign that 
WPS then ofFdVing up incenfe in this fefl:, as well as thole of the > 

the molt: holy place, where lie fadducees and eHeniims, of whidi 
heard a voice telling him of the we have already fpoken fome- 
vxhory gained by his Tons. thing, arc fuppofed to have Itart- 

As he was very fond of thofe ed up. This therefore may be 
two brave youths, he was no Icfs thought a proper place of fpeak- 
importunatewith heaven to know ing of them more at large, as 
which of them was to fucceed well as of that of the caraites, 
him: but, to his great mortlEca- which fprung up afterwards; but 
. tion, he faw in a vifion a third as each of thofe four fcfls had 
fon,not yet born,who was pointed many favourite tenets, quire op- 
at as his fuccellbr. This grieved pofitc to the fpirit and doClrine 
the good old man ib much, it of th&gofpel, and its divine au- 
feems, that when Alexander was thor, '%nd proved fo many in- 
foon after born, he fent him to vincible obllaclcs againft its ro¬ 
be privately brought up in Ga- ception, we fliall defer fpeaking 
like ; but this did not hinder the of them till we come to that 
vifton being verified by the fc- glorious epocha. By this means 
quel; of which he was made, the reader will have them fo. 
however,fo fenfible before he^lied, frelb in his i^ind, and, as it were, 

^hat he foretold the reigns of his in one view^ that, inft;9ad of won- 
two eldell foils Ariftohulus and An- dering at t Ae Je^ws rejeirting fo u- 
tigonus to be but fliort, after which nivcrfally t*e perfoo and do^rine 
Alexander would fucceed them, of the Mcfli:ih,he will rather look 

There are fome other fingu- upon it as a kind of miracle, that fo 
larities related of him, which many ofthat blind and prepofTeffed 
have ftill more the air of fables, nation fhould fo readily embrace 
and therefore not worth men- them. 

Z4 
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^leazar &n opportunity to caft a reHc^tion a^ainft hiniy which touched 
^allshisk- him in the molt feniiblc part. It was no left than calling in 
gitimaty queftion his legitimacv, at Icaft as being left pure and unde- 
ittquejiimi^\^^ than the Mofaic law requires in an high-prieftj and this 
he did by pretending, that his mother had been forimrly a 
flave, intinnting iherel)\, that either (he WiS not of 
yewijh orclft, that, being lo, (he hid been taken 

captive by the en^my, and toued to pi .ftitute htrfeU tor a 
maintenance. The Itory being, as j'jjif’jNf aftiuts uS, ab- 
foliitelyialfe, and merely trumped up by th. prou ' phaiifee to 
mortify the good old pi elate, we leferoui le der to t i..t author 
for It ; and only add, that Elcazat's bafe fuggtftujii, and the 
partiality of his brotherhood in not aflignuig him a Condign pu- 
ni(hment,fo exafperated the high-prieft agiiiilt the wh* le feiff, 
Hyrcan vvholly to that < the 

becomes fajjucecs, who were not a little el.id to aj{»ravate the affront 

the whole againft him by the whole pharifajc body, tho’ one 

, „ ‘ only of them had had the courage to blab it out. From 

^ * thenceforth therefore grew the bittereft enmity between 
eiaJ they him'and that revengeful fe£l, who ceafed not to raifo troubles 
to him, ^ fediiions againft him during the fliort time he lived, and 
againft his fons after him. Hynan was in the twi^nty- 
eighth year of his pontificate when this quarrel happened, and 
he died the very next year, greatly lamented by all but the 
pharifaic crew, who left no ftonc unturned to blatken his 
memory, and to get into the fame credit and authority they 
had formally enjoyed under him ^ ( Q^j, 

IJyrcan 


Antiq. 1 . xiii. c. i8. 


(QJ Jofepbtts is very inconfiil- 
ent in the years of this prelate's 
reign, if there be not lome error 
crept into the copies we have of 
him, and in the Latia verfion of 
Rttfiaus; for in one place (' 1 he 
gives bi'Ti thirty three, .'ind m 
two otleis (7 thirty-one: yet 
Eujebiiu out of him gives him 
but twenty-nine (8), and fo doth 
5 t. jerom in his Latin verfion of 
him,and eldwhere (9^, and right¬ 
ly too; for, as the leisrned Ujher 
obferves, in the place Ulf-quoted, 
Stmoitf Hyrean's father, died in 


the 177th year of the Gtecian 
kingdom, and m the i ith of the 
month Sebat (i), anfwering to the 
4579th year of thc7«//a» period; 
and his wife AlexundtOf who 
reigned .after his fons, died, as 
the fequel will fhew, in December 
/| 644.of the fame period; (b that 
the diflance is6; years, and about 
9 months; from w'hich if we 
lubtraft the 47 years which yo~ 
fephos allows to her and her fons, 
the remainder will be 28 years, 
and 9 months. 

Hyrcan is affirmed by yo~ 


( 6 ) Sell Judaic. l.\. e 3. fj) Anttq. 1 . xiii. c. £f/. xx. f, 8. 

(% ) In ebret tc. &’ deirotfl. evang. I. \iji, c. 2. ft) ) Comm, in ix. Dan. 

Vide ^ Uyir. amul. fub zJ, M, (1) Vide i Maciab, xm. 4.^. 
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Hyrcan left three fons, accorafttg to the fourth book of 
Maccabees {K)y or five, according to who gives us 

however the names but of four of them , namely. Ari^ohulus^ 
who was alfo calledand furnamed Phtlellen, by reafon 
of his (ondneis for the Greeks , 2. AnUgonus , 3 Alexander 5 
and, 4. AbfaJomt who was the youngeft. What wa‘ the name 

* Antiq 1 xni. c 19. & 1 xiv. c 8 hell Judaic 1 i c 3. 


fephus to have built the ftately 
tower *(2), or nther caftle of 
Barts (3), the fame which aftei- 
wards ferved for a pal ice foi the 
AJmontan princes, and was fome 
time ifter rebuilt, inhrged, and 
fortified, by Herodt and called by 
liim Antonia^ in honour of Mat c 
Antony 1 his c (lie was built 
upon a ftcep locU, fifty cubits 
high from he \alle> thit nn be 
ncath It, to the top on which the 
building iloud, and vs ts maccel 
fible on all lidcs, excep' that to 
wards tht tempH, with which it 
w is even 11 sv as of i fquare fi 
gure two fuilorgs in compafi, 
that is, half a furlong, 01 hiet 
hundred feet on every fide, and 
cafedallovcr vitnpolifli dmarble 
The lock flood without the outer 
fquire of the teniplt, and upon 
the fame mountain with, and 
on the north fide of it, run 
ning parallel with its outer wall, 
but incompafied with that which 
Stntott hid built to flop the com 
municanon between tlie temple 
and the fortrefb of Acta Heie 
iiyi can built an ipai tment,where 
he dtpofiud his pontifical rob^s 
and ornaments, whenever he di- 
vefltd himfelf of tl em to attend 
on his other aftairs, w Inch me* 
thoa V a afterwards obferved by 
his fucceflbrs Here he kept his 
court, and fpent moll of his time , 
and fo did they after him {4', till 

(’l Dtt acuid Pr / f f e / r I 
f4) Bell Judeec l.\ c n ij 

ike f mA ,c - ( ) 71 lki.1 


Herod, obfervmg the flrcngth 
of Its fituition, turned it into a 
fortrefs, in which, however, the 
pi lellly iltire was fiill kept, even 
after the yens were fubdueJ by 
the Roma j,and under the cuilody 
of the c oinmandet of thit gari 
fon, ealleJ by St Lu'i the tap- 
tain of the ttmp!^ (5 I his of¬ 
ficer kept them in his cuflodv un- 
dti lock 111 J fcal, a id del v cred 
them up to the hi^ h piielts upon 
all folemnities inwiuc 1 they were 
required, imniediateh ifo rwnich 
they were put into hi hands a- 
giin, as wt fhall fee in ti e next 
feel ion 

(R) I his authoi add (' 3 ), that 
ll)i£a?i was fo exetP vth fond of 
hij two eldell ^ui's, th t ht would 
nime neith r to tht fate flion, 
but left It who ly to Picvilenee 
to direct It O 1 the ( '•litr h ind, 
he boie as grcit in a erfion to 
yUe and >, who h'’d bt n po nt 
cd out to Him IS hi iuecell ir, m 
a vifion, of which wt hive 
ken III iJiteuotc, but jet with¬ 
out U'empting iiiy thing < inlt 
him to pi even it 

Jojepbtts,o\\ii\i. zs'U i , t'-Ils 
us, thit he left tic jvernmeiit 
to his wife duntg '^tr liie , tliu’, 
by the ciuchy,wi h \ 'iich her 
eldefl fon uie* hei, one would 
lather think, iJiat flic h d fo’-geJ 
fome fueh will«iagnnl 1 im 

? ^ ' C-//r r / r P, * 
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Ariftoba- fourth) he no>where tells us. Arijiohulm fucceeded his 
las fut- Esther in all his dignities in right of primogeniture, according 

the Mo fan law $ and,having a great afFe^fion for his brother 
Atttigonus, admitted him to mare the government with him 

“P®" fufpicion or 
the flood dillike, he caufed him to be put to death. The other three 
he kept dole prifoners du'-ing his Ihort rei^n, which laded 
Bet. cnr. year, which he yet datned with his own mother’s 

blood ; for that pnneefs having claimed a right to the fove- 
. reignty, by virtue of Hyrcan*s will, her unnatural fon not 
. yp g prifon, but there barbaroufly ilarved her 

tQ death. Soon after this he affumed the title of king, and 
began to wear the royal diadem, which, if wc may believe 
Jofephus, had never been done by any of his predeceflors y, 
who had till then contented thcmfclvcs with the title of go¬ 
vernors, or at moft with that of prince (S). As foon as he 
had fetded his affairs at home, he marched at the head of his 
Iminies ^*"**^7 invade Iturea ; but,being taken ill in the midft of his 
Icurea. fucceffes, he was forced to be brought back to yeruJaUm, and 
to leave his bi other to complete the conquelt ol that pro¬ 
vince (T) ; which he foon after did, caufing all the Itureans 
cither to be circumcifed, and incorporated t^ith thtf yrw/, 
or elfe to depart into fome other country 
Antigo- Whilst he was carrying on this fuccefsful war, there 
nus hated wanted not thofe at couit, who, envying his happmef^, ewJea- 
andufder-vonrtA to prepoffefs the fick king with ftrange fufpicions 
mined by againlt him. The queen more paiticularly feemed to have 
the queen, conceived fome irrtconcileable hatred agamft that prince, and 
to have been the chief engine of his ruin j which happened 

y Antiq. I xiii. c. 19. & bell. Judaic ubi fupra. * Id. ibid. c. zo. 

(5) We have fecn, however, and the territories of Datnafcm ; 

in a late note (6), that Hyican fothat it made one part of Caele- 
took the royal name and dignity 1^7 on the fide of 

upon him long before. Shaba as formerly con- 

fays V/), that It was Alexandery quered in the fame manner, lay 
Ariftobulas's fucceffor, who hrft on the other. It had the pro- 
took that title upon him. vince of Battanea on the eall, and 

(T) This province was fo cal* the Ttathonihs mentioned by St. 
ed from Itur the Ion of Ijhmaely Luke (8) on the fouth (9). The 
whom oar £«^/(Aand fome other Reubemtesy Stmeomtesy and Ma- 
verfions wronglyjcall Jetur. It najjitety are faid, in the Chto^ 
was fitudtc on thu other fide^ar- mclesy to have invaded thefe ter- 
danyOTi the north fide of the h.'ilf- ritories (i}, and to have fubdued 
tribe of Manajfthy between that hut earn. 

(6) Supra, p. 326, (T'. (7) Ltb \vi. (8) C. 111. i. (^) Vid. 

Rehnd. fahjl. /. i. ^.z^. (t ) i Cbrtn. v. 19. 

S foon 
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'fgon fotoifiii) her wiflr^ 

ineans of ^orkifigflt more e^idiiaUy. For as ibon as he had 
fTniflied the cosiqueft «f /iMr/ir, he inarched diredly to 
fakm^ it being t^n the feaft of tabernacles; and,being in haftei 
to repair to me temple, to offer up his thanks for his fuccefs* 
and his vows for his brother’s recovery, he went direct/ 
thither in his armour, without (laying to fliift his cloi^Sy 
and accompanied with a number of his men. This was Imrjjer •oilt 
mediately interpreted to the timorous king as a manifeA at* 
tempt upon his life, to which he gave but too eafy credit. /» hi^e 
'However, to fatisfy himfelf more fully about it, he Tent him him mi 
orders to put off his armour, and to come immediately Xoiered% 
him : whichyif he complied with them,would fufficiently juftify 
him; but if not, would fully prove hts treafonable intent. 

The king was then at the caftle of BariSf mentioned in a Ute 
note where he ordered fome of his guards to be privately 
polled in the fubterranean gallery, through which Antigonus 
was to pafb, and who were charged to murder him, if he 
prefumed to come armed to him. But the mifchievous queen 
corrupted the melTenger, and made him go and tell the young 
prince, that his brother, having heard his armour highly com¬ 
mended^ deilred to fee him in it immediately ; fo that, when 
Anttgonus came to pafs through the gallery, the guards fell 
immediately upon him, and killed him (U). The king. 


• Note {Q\ p. 344, 345. 


(U) The gallery here fpoken fmee the day being already far 
pf was, It feems, under one of. advanced, it wis impoffible for 
the towers of the caille, called, him to reach it, it being above 
upon feme account or other,S/; a- fix hundred furlongs from Jeru~ 
ton's tower; and fo verified, ac- falem 

cording to Jofepbus, the predic- This threw him into fuch a fit 
tion of one Judas^ of the fe^ of of ra\ mg, that he vented kis 
the eifenians, concerning this compUintb for the fuppoled delu- 
prinCe^s death. This man, wJio fion in a very indecent manner; 
was then at Jerufalem^ had fore- and, Jonas like, cried out, it 
told, fome time before, that An- had been better for him to have 
tigonus (hould be killed on that been dead, before he had been 
very day at S/rtf/oa’s tower; but found a filfi; prophet Whllft 
as he underfiood it of anothej* he was in the height of lus mur- 
more famed on the fea-coaft, and muring, news Svere brought of 
fit a diftance from this, he was murder, and the name 

not a little furprifed to fee that of the lowei convinced both him 
prince come to the temple, look- and the reft or the truth of his 
!ng upon It as a demonftration predidion (2}. 
ipf the lallhood of his predi£tion, 

(z) Anttj.l xuu (. 19. Bill Jud.!,\‘c. 3 

however. 


and lafi 
wordt. 
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^he ym (bon undcC^ive^i M cotiI 4 not think upon 

rmer/e hBhrother*« murder without refl^It^ 00 the more cruel one/ 
which he had lately committed on his own mother; the re-^ 
morfe of which increaiing his difeafe, he leU into a violent 
vomiting of blood. A Ibrvant happening foon after to fpill 
fome oi that blood, which he was carrying away in a bafon, 
u^pon the very fpot where that of his brother Antigmm was ftill 
to be feen ; fome of the by-ftanders, thinking he had done it 
wilt'ylly, gave a great cry, which was heard by the king. He 
fent to alk the meaning of it, and found them unwilling to 
acquaint him with it; which made him ftill more defirous of 
knowing it. At length he forced the fatal fecret from them, 
which threw him into fuchan excefs of grief and defpair, as 
he vented in words to this cfTc^: “ Since the privacy of the 
“ place could not hide from God’s all-feeing eye the deteft- 
“ able deed I have committed, but I muft now vomit up my 
own blood, as it were, by drops, to atone for that which 
“ I have fo inhumanly flied, would not a fpeedy death be 
“ much more defirable to me ? ” He gave up the ghoft foon 
afiei, having rrigned but one year; and was fuccceded by his 
Tanna;us brother Jannaus^ or Alexander^ whom the queen Salome, 
called by the Gieeks Alesandra, releafcd out of priCbn with 
hjs other two brethren, and (aufed him to be proclaimed king, 
as being the eldeft of the three, and of a milder difpoiition 
than either of them. ^ 

Hi wa'-, however, forced to begin his reign with the death 
of his foui th brother, who had made fome treafonable attempt 
againft him ; but was much kuultr to Abjalom the youngeft of 
all, w h( m hndiug eontented to lead a piivate life under him, 

* he took under liis protection as long as he lived ; and fo pri¬ 

vately d.d this prince live, that we hear no more of him, till 
above fort)-two \ears after, when having engaged in the war 
Year of agiinfl the tloman^, he was taken by Pompey, and fent prifbner 
the flood to Rome. AUxuinkt being a fubtle and waihke prince, and 
2243 S',y,a being then torn by civil wars between the contending 
Bcf Clii. br^tlicrs, Antio.hus Cyzjcus and Aniiochus Gryphus^, and 
toq thcicf M. in no c. pacity to oppofe him, he led an army in the 
try fiilt year of his leigii againft the city of Ptolemah ; but 
liis mfue met with w'orfe fucctf" in that fiege than any of his predecef- 
cehfiil r*-loia had done, being forced to 1 ife it to fuccour his own ter- 
pedttiona- which,were invaded hy*Ptolemy Lathyrus, who took 

gaiaJiVto-irom him the city of Azoihis in Galilee, carried off ten 
lemais. thoufand captiv/s, and gave him foon after a dreadful over¬ 
throw near the^banks of the 'Jordan, as we have feen in a 


Alexan 
dcr 
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a owned. 


^ See before, vol. ix. p. 340, &feq. 424, A feq. 


former 



chartier f»■ ip^ch hie loft ^’my il«|ii» Vm df 

;%nd men, defides tbof« th»ti^tiK6n prifonen, and which theflood 
Wasu juft reward for hiS'Crc^kchoiry to that prince, would iii- >344. 

’ '&lUbl3r have open^ a way foi* the latter into yudaa^ jflexan^ Bef. Chr. 

being now in no conditfoti to have ftopped his progrefs, >04. 
had not CUotatra come to his aftiftance (W), and forced Zer- 
to {etaiide the invafion of Palajltne for fome time. 

Clespatra being come to PtoUmais^ which had furrendered y*®!^*^* 
to her, the Jew^ monarch came to acknowlege her favour 
to him by prefents fuitable to her dignity. He was received 2aa.d. 

outwardly like a prince in diftrefs, and who had no other re- Chr 
foge than her fnendfhip : but that which ingratiated him moil 
to that politic pnneefb was, his being an enemy to her fon 
Lathyrus, who was by that time returned into Palajiine^ and Goes to 
had taken his winter-quarters at Ga%a (X). meet her 

Alexander foon after returned to Jerufakmy where being«/Ptole- 
now pretty fecure of any danger from Lathyrus, he recruittd mais. 
hjs broken army, and, croffing the Jordan^ went to befiege ^aUs Ga- 
Gadara^ and took it at the end of ten months. From thence dara, 
he marched to Amathus^ another ftrong fortrefs on that llde 

® Vol. ix. p. 426, & feq. 


(W) It was indeed that prin- vourable an opportunity to make 
cefs’s intcrell not to let Lathy as herfelf miilrels of Judaa\ which 
grow toc^great, and be thereby would at once increafe her do- 
enabled to come and wrelt the minions and ftrength, and give 
crown from her; but there was hei t fuperiority over her cum- 
another Ipnng that moved her to pctitor. Bat Jnamas the 
what ihe did The JVau of litely mentioned, who was one 
Uxaniria were highly in hei fa- of her head gencru’s, difluaded 
vour, and Chelkias and Anamas, her from fuch an attempt, al- 
two of the moll conftderable, be- leging, that it would be very 
ing the fons of Onias the high> ungenerous and unjull to dilpol- 
ptieft,whobuilt theyipav//^ temple fcfb of lus dominions an ally, 
at Alexandriaf were at the head who was come to implore htr 
of affairs: and thefe could not filendlhip and affillancc; that it 
behold Judisa in fuch imminent would Icffen htr chnraAcr m the 
danger from an exafperated cne- eyes of the w'orld, and, above all, 
my,without ufing all their inter- make herdetefted bi all thej^en s. 
ell with that queen to pi event it. Thefe reafons, joined to the in- 
We lhall not repeat what has been fltience w hich that general, who 
(aid in a former chapter (3) con- was Ale\ tndn'^ kinlman, had 
oeming the fuccefs of her arms over her, did noi^only diveit 
igainll that competitor. her from her defigp, but pro- 

(X) During Alexandet'^ flay cuied an alliance between thv'Pi, 
with Cleopahat fome of her whith was concluded m the c 
friends advifed her to take io fa- of Sc^thopoa . 

l /V. IX. p. 424, & Jej 
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tfiv4/Aiiii».^rlver» ialc^«wliioh fht^iiimi t!idr*'ioii oC tfetnf 
diai^ ^ 'UmiaiMpbiaf hid laid up an immenft Mfura^ tmd td»le it 
I much fborter time than be had that of Qaiara ; and witii' 
YWiW It all Thtodotus*s treafure. But he did not ke^ it lohgi that| 
the flood prince, having got together a numerous army, fell iuddenljf'^ 
2x48. upon him, as he was returning from the liege, ikilled ten thott* « 
Bef. Oiti fluid of his army, routed the reft, recovered all his wealths> ^ 
loe. feized on AUxander*^ bagg^, and carried off a conUderahlfl ^ 
plunder from his men *. This defeat, however, did not dif- ‘ 
enrage Ahcander from purfuing his warlike views 5 only it 


dotus. 


Ulttrthtt 

xttanfi 

^aa. 


afforded great matter of triumph to the pharifees, his impla- ’ 
cable enemies, who took occafion from thence to vilify hitn 
to the people, and to ufe all poifible means to make his crown 
fit unealy on him. 

As foon as Alexander had recruited his army, he flayed not 
in Jerufalm to quell the pharifaic fa^ion, but left them to 
ma*ke the moil of his late difgrace, whilft he went to vent 
Year of refentment on the treacherous Gazaans, who, by inviting 
the flood againll him, and furnifhing him with auxiliaries, 

2250. had been the caufe of his late overthrow. He immediately be* 
Bef. Chr. fieged the towns of Raphia and Anthedan^ fince called Agrip* 
98. piasi by Herod: thefe two places flood at a few miles diftance 
G/rz/r; by which means having in fome meaflire blocked 
up this lail, he, the next year, fet about" befieging it with 
a powerful army. The city being then under the command 
of Apolhdotusy a man of great valour and condu£l,,made a 
^ ^ flout defence againfl him one whole year, and in one fally 
h tra^dte'^^^^ routed him and his army ; and much longer 

^ it might have held out in all likelihood, had not the brave 
governor been treacheroufly murdered by his own brother Zy- 
fmachus, and the place betrayed by him to the befiegers. 
Alexanderf upon his entering it, made a great fhew of cle* 
His ertttl’axtacy to the Gazeeans ; but foon betrayed his rancour and 
to the cruelty againfl them, by abandoning them to the fury of hit 
thereupon made fuch an horrid flaughter of them, 
as was like to have proved a dear levenge to him; for the Ga^ 
zecans^ Handing defperately on their own defence, killed 
almoH as many of his men as he did of theirs. Having at laft 
glutted himfelf with the blood of thofe unfortunate wietches, 
he vented the reft of his refentment on that great and antient 
Rafes the city, by reducing it into a i eap of ruins j after which he re- 
« 0 '‘ turned with his army to J^ufalem «. The fourth book of 
Maccabees adds^, that he took afterwards the cities of Emath 
and Tyre^ but Jofephus fays nothing of it. 


f Amiq. 1 . xtii. c. 21^. 




* Ibid. f Cap. xxix. 
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. i But whilil he had been abroad with his army, the pharifees^ ThphM 
who, as we hinted before, bore a mortal hatred to Hhn, znd/weaiml^ 
his whole family, had taken fuch means to exafperate the 
people againft him, by evil furmifes and flanders, which they bim, 
privately infilled into them, that it btoke out at laft into an 
open anront, which came little (hort of a rebellion. They 
chofe the feaft of tabernacles, on which folemnhy they went 
to the temple with palm and other branches in thetf hands, 
efpecially of that of a kind of citron, which they calf attrog^ 
with the fruit upon it; and when he was performing the t 
prieftly office at the great altar, probably on the laft day of Alexandet 
that folemnity, they pelted him, not only with thofe h 

but with the moft injurious reflexions, and opprobrious Ian- ptoplt* 
guage, crying aloud, that fuch a flave as he (Y) was unworthy 
of either the pontifical ot regal dignity. This infolence,which 
feemed the forerunner of fomething worfe, fo exafperated« 
the pontiff, that, fufpending his office for a while, he order- ’ *** 

eJ his foldiers to fall upon the mutinous mob; which they 
did with fuch fpeed and fury, that they killed fix thoufand of 
them, and difperfed the reft As foon as the tumult was,.^^^;,^ 
quelled, he caufed the court of the priefts to be inclofed with/^m. 
a wooden wall, to prevent fuch infults being offered to him Year of 
for the future ; and at the fame time provid^ for his further the flood 


fafety, by taking into his pay fix thoufand auxiliaries out of 2254* 
Fifidia and Cilkia^ being afraid to truft his perfon any longer Bef. Chr. 
tOjthe guard of thofe of his exafperated nation, who, as he 94 * 
found now to his great grief, were not to be quelled by the 
greateft feventic', nor mollified by the greateft lenities: fo 
that, being quite wearied out with their continual clamours, 
marched out of Jaufaletn at the head of his army, crofl'ed 
the Jordan^ and went and deftroyed the city of JmathuSy^”^ makts 
without meeting with any oppofition from Theodotus^ who^'*^ 
contented himfclf with carrying off his treafure and 
leaving the city to his mercy ; fo dreadful was become the 
name of Mexander by this time to all the nations lound about. 

From thence he marched againft the Arabians^ whom he 


r Antlq I xili. c. 21. bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 3. 

(Y) By calling him a flave, it tinuing the penal laws againft 
is plain they harped upon th it thofe who (hould obferve the tra- 
Icandalous fuggeflion of Eleastai , ditions and cuftoms intioduced by 
lately mentioned, of his mothci’s the pharifees. This was fuch a 
having been a flase. But the crime againft them, thatnothirg 
true foundation of the pharifaic but his bloodl could expiate j and 
grudge was lus ticading in his they did noticruplcto tell him fo 
father's fteps, not only in caref- foon after, a^ we fliali lee in the 
fing the oppofice fc£l, but in con • fequel. 


fufadued ; 



■im 

Hajtufts 

Year of 
the flood 
22c6. 
Bef. L'hr. 
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The phari- 
^efs cauCe 
a rebellion. 


iubduei|^ after which he laid the MoahiUs^ and theinoun^ 
taineers of the land of Gilead, under tribute, ^on after 
this, as he was carrying on the war ogainft Obodat king of 
the Arabians, he fell into an ambufh near Gadara, where he 
was forced by a large drove of camels into a ftreight lb narrow 
and craggy, that it was with the greateft difficulty that he 
cfcaped, and regained his own metiopolis (Z).'^ Here he 
found, to his great mortification, that the news of this laft 
defeat had not only reached the place, but had given new 
life to his enemies, who began to exclaim louder than ever 
agiinft him. His endeavours to quell them, as lie had done 
before, did now but increafe the tumult, till it broke out into 
an open infurredion againft him. He was, however, too 
wife and brave to be either furprifed or terrified by. it ; but 
quickly gathered a number of forces to make head againft 
them. A dvil war immediately enfued, which lafted fix 
whole years, during which above fifty thoufand of the rebels 
were flain, bcfides thofe he loft on bis own fide, and the 
innumerable calamities it brought on the Jewi/A nation (A). 


(Z) Jofephus mentions thele 
wars fo confufedly, that it is im- 
poflibie to guefs at vhat time 
they happened, or how long they 
lafled. It feems as if lie had 
thrown them thus together at the 
end of a chapter (4), to Ihew 
his readers what a warlike prince 
Alexander was, and that his 
neighbours led but a weary life 
during his reign. Perhaps it 
would have been better for him 
to have continued them longer, 
fince his leturn to Jerufalem 
proved the caufe of frefh tumults, 
which ended at lafl in an open 
rebellion. 

[A) Al 'andevy however, tho’ 
he Itill got the better of them, 
was fo weary with dellroying 
both his people and country, that 
he fpared no means, no offers or 
promifes, to bring matters to a 
pacification. Put as he had to 
do with a crew iof rebels, and 
thofe of the phorifaic Icavtn, 

(^) Atu-J. 1 . XII. in fin. caj. 21. £ 
ibtJ. V.d. SJ ^M«uab. c, ww . 


every advance he made did but 
harden them the morp. At 
length, being refolved, if pof- 
iible, to bring them to a better 
mind, he fent Ibme of his friends 
to know what would fatisfy tkem, 
promifing to grant them what> 
ever they Ihould in reafon and 
juftice demand. To this they 
unanimoufly cried out, that he 
muft cut his own throat, telling 
him at the fame time, that he 
ought to think highly of them, 
if they thought his death a fuf- 
ficient recompence for the blood 
he had fhed, and the mifehiefs 
he had brought upon the na¬ 
tion (5). This arifwer made 
^im lofe all hopes of nn accom¬ 
modation, and look out for lome 
more cifeflual means to fupprefs 
t teir horrid iiifolence: whilll 
they, on the other hand, fent to 
DamafuSy to beg of Demetrius, 
fur named Euchtrtus, to come to 
their afiilUnce (6). 

*t/'. JuJ /. i. f. 3. (^) Jd, 

( f ) hJ, tbii, 

Demetrius 




btmitrim- accp«lingly into Judoa^ Mtith gr ti'rtJy Vew. 
three thou(an4 hoyr(^» and forty thouAnd foot, yraO were tlw flood 
MTtiy Tett/r, and partly Sjrhm ; and Alexander came againfi aayp. 
him with another, confifting of fix thoufand Greek auxiliaries^ Bef. Chr, 
and twenty thoufand yew/: each of them tried for fome time ^ 9 t< 
to gain over the troops of his competitor, Demitrim to cor- 
rupt the Greek aixiliarier to farfakc the JewlJh king, and 
this latter to bring over thofe Jews that were in the Zyriai^ 
army. But all their efforts proving vain, they came at length ^ 
toadeciftve battle, in Alexander was defeated, and Alexander 
forced to flee to the mountains lor ihelter, with the fmalJ 
number of men that ftuck clofe to him. This is the ac> hy ID^e- 
count which Jofephus gives us of this adlion, wherein he again trius. 
clafhes with the fourth bouk of Maccabees^ which makes 
the advantage to have been vaftly on Alexander's fide f. But, 
be that as it will, the former tells us, that he was reduced by 
this defeat to fuch a low ebb, that he Teemed irrecoverably Reliewi^. 
loft, when an unexpeded accident turned again the balance 
on his fide. Thofe Jewifi) troops, whom he could not, with 
all his art, and fair promifes, withdraw fiom the enemy’s 
army before the battle was fought, were now, upon his 
lofing it, taken with fuch a fit of compaifion, that they 
came ail over to him; fo that Demetrius^ fearing left the 
defeiftion (hould ftill increafe, left Judaa, and marched 
againft his brotlier Pbihp, This retreat gave Alexander an op¬ 
portunity of getting his army together, with which he marched 
againft the rebellious Jews^ and beat them in every engage¬ 
ment he had with them} though without being able to 
bring them to fubmiflion, or in the leaft abate the fury of 
their refentment againft him, till a decifivc battle put an end 
to the war. In this laft adion Alexander cut off the greater Year of 
part of their army, and drove the reft, at leaft the chief of the flood 
them, into Bethome^ where he clofely befieged them, and on 2262. 
the /text year made himfeif mafter of the place : and here it Bef. Chr. 
was that he began to let loofe the reins of his fury againft 86. 
them* in Jfueb barbarous manner, as can hardly be read with- '--v^ 
out horror, if ouxhiftorian, who was a zealous pharifee, has 
not exaggerated the matter (B). 


* Chap. xxix. 


Aftir 


te the re* 
bek. 


(B) He caofixl eight hundred 
the principal of them to be 
carried to JeruJdlem, and there 
^to be all ciaqi^d in one day, 
and at one place: and, asJf this 
had not been punifhment fufHcl' 
ent to appeafe his refemment, he 
.. -VOL.X. 


CBufed riieir wives and children 
to be brought and b 'tchered be¬ 
fore their ^es, whilft they were 
hani^Dg each i^on their croft. 
But what ftuells the account of 
his barbarity almoft beyond all 
credibility, is, that he caufed a 
A a banquet 
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i^JJb tht Afi^r this dreadful havock, th^ rebels quite difperfed 
pbari/aic themfelves, and eight thoufand of tliem ^ifappeared on the 
fasten, y^ry night following, and never more molefted him durihg 
the remainder of his reign} fo that, from that time forth, the 
pharifaic fa£hon never dare;^ lift up their heads as ‘long as he 
lived. Soon after this, the king of Syria, intending to invade 
the territories of Arabia Petraa, march^ his army throt^ 
part of Judaa, which was the only paflage he could have tO 
Omfts conic thither. Alexander, who fufpe^led him to have fome 
'Antiochusdefign againil him, endeavoured in vain to obftru^ him, by 
in •vain, drawing a deep trench, twenty miles long ; that is, from the 
town of Capherfaba, fince Aniipatris, quite to the fea of 
Joppa, and fortifying it with wooden towers at convenient 
diftances. Antiochus forced his way through them, and pene> 
trated into Arabia, where he loft his life, as we have feen 
His •vafl elfewhere **: and Alexander ,'rid of that fear, marched 
sonquefte. his army over Jordan, to recover fome of thofe places in 
Arabia, and the lands of Moah and Gilead, which he had 
formerly taken, but bad been forced to furrendcr during the 
civil wars, to prevent the Arabian king’s fupporting his re¬ 
bellious fubjeifts. This brought Aretas, now king both of 
Arabia and Ccelefyrra, into Judeca, where he defeated 
Alexander ; but, having foon after made a tri*aty with him, 
he retired with his forces, and left him to purfue his other 
conqueltji. Alexander accordingly marched againft the city of 
Pella/)/««, and took it by ailault Pella was taken next "^after 
and de- which he went and befieged Effa, alias Gerafa, in which 
fttoyed. ‘I'heodotus had fccured all his treafure; and having built a 

treble wall about it, took it by ftorm, and carried oft all the 


Secvol.ix. p. 348. ‘ Antiq. I.xiii. c. 23. •'Bell, Jud, 

1. i. c. 4. 


banquet to be prepared for him- 
felf and his concubines, near 
enough to this fcene of horror, 
from whence he might glut his 
eyes with their fufferings. Hence 
the hiftorian adds(7), that he had 
the name of 7racidas, or 7hra- 
clati, given him, that nation be¬ 
ing infamous above all others for 
their horrid barbarities; and was 
indeed a name too good for him, 
if he was realfy guilty of thefe 
cruelties. But here it muft be 

(T) Anup 


remembered, that Jofephus was 
a zealous pharifee, and Alexan¬ 
der an inveterate enemy to, not 
to fay in fome meafare a perfe' 
cutorof, that old fed ; and bow 
Bir this confideration may have 
foured the pharifaic leaven in 
t.)at hiftorian, and have made 
him reprefent that prince as lefs 
fuccefsfol than he really was, and 
guilty of fuch cruelties as he 
was a ftranger to, maybenift^ 
guefied. 
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i;ich plunder Jbe found in it. The inhabitants of PeUh having 
refu&dto bc^circUmcifed, he forced them) according to the 
cuftom of the Afmmean princes, to leave the country, and 
their city yvas demoltihed. Alexander marched from thence, 

^d took Gaulana, SeUucia^ the valley of Antiochusy and 

. and ftripped Demetrius^ who commanded in thofe DemcirU 
^ces, of his principality, becaufe he had been guilty ofpipe 
fome foul crimes and malverfations. 'thjs expedition took «/* 
him three whole years, after wh;ch he returned triumpbant^"*«iP^* 
to Jerufalem^ and brought Demetrius prifoner with him thi-^*^* 
ther, where his late conquefls gained him the loud acclama¬ 
tions of his fubjcdls *. But, giving himfclf from thcncefor- Alexaa- 
ward to drinking, and other debaucheries, he was feized with derV 
an obftinate quartan ague, which Buck to him till the day of death. 
bis death, which happened about three years after. All this 
while, neither his diftemper, nor his pleafures, which he Bill 
purfued. Could alleviate his invincible thiiB after conqueBs (C). 

Perhaps he was alfo in hopes to overcome the one by the other; 
but it happened quite otherwife j and his Brcngth being quite 
exhauBed by iatigucs and debauch, he died in his camp before ' 

Regal/a, a fortiefs in the territories of the Gerafens beyond 
yotdau, which he was then btficging, in the twciity-feventh 
year of his lelgn 

He left two fons at his death, Hyrcamis and Arijlohulus \ Lea>ves 
but bequeathed tlic government of the kingdom to his the crown 

Alexandra, duiing her hie, and then to which of her two^® 

nvtfe, 

^ Antiq. ubi fupra. Ibid. & bell. Jud. ubi fupra. 


(C) Witnefs the vaft number 
of places he poiTelTed of in Sytia^ 
Idmteay Phcenicia^ Arabia^ &.C. 
beyond all his pr^ecelTors, and 
which we fltall here fubjoin out 
of JofephuSf that the reader may 
have tnem all in one view (^). 

Along the fea, the tower of 
Stratottf the ports of Apelloniaf 
Joppa^ 'Jamnia^ AxjituSy Gana^ 
Antbedattf Raphiaf and Rhimeo^ 
Tura. In the mid-land of Idu- 
meat Adora, Mariffa^ and all 
Samaria, with the mountains of 
Cenifir/and Itabyr, and the cities 
of Siytbopolh, Gadara, Gaulona, 
Seleueia, and Gabala. In the 
land of Meabf Hejhbon or Rffehon, 


Midaba, Lemba, Oron, Telit bon, 
and Zara. In Cilicia, Aulon, and 
Pella. This laft, and that of 
Gaza, were demolilhed, as we 
have icen before. Bolides thofe 
he conquered in Arabia, and 
was forced to furrender to Aretas, 
and many more in the land 
of Gilead, and fome frelli ones 
in the land of Syria, whofe 
names our author has omitted. 
What a fubjecl would there have 
been here for 3 . lofty panegyric, 
bad the hillorian been a fadducee, 
or the prince a pharifee 1 and 
how truly is tjie laying verified^ 
Ceiunt arma togee / 


(%) Antifs. h xiii. e. 
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Htr juft (bns (he (hould think fit to fiiccecd her. The queen, who 
dread ef was then with him at the fiege, feeing him to be paft reco- 
befhari- very, addreffed herfclf to him, all in tears ; and, in a moft 
pathetic fpeech, reprefented to him the extreme ,danger flic 
and her children were going to be expofed to, from the inve¬ 
terate grudge which the pharifaic faction flill bore to him, 
and to all that belonged to him; and who, being the idol of 
the people, would not fail to make her feel the effedb of their 
bitterefl rancour, by raifing up new feditions againft her, as 
they had formerly done againfl him, and perhaps to the total 
extirpation of his race. As her fears were but too well 
grounded, they could not but awake thofe of her dying huf- 
band, who, luckily for her, happened to have ftill prefence 
of mind enough to bethink himfelf of an expedient, which 
would effectually put her out of all danger from that revenge¬ 
ful feCt. Having therefore thought fome time upon it, he 
His dying fpokc to her to this effedt: “ You know, faid he, but too 
advice to “ well, the caufc of our mutual enmity j and fince your fe- 
her. 64 curity and happinefs muft rife or fall, according as you 
“ make them your friends or foes, when 1 am dead, be fure 
to conceal the fecret from my army, till they have taken 
“ the fort, and then lead them triumphant to ferufalem ; 
“ carry my body along with you, and, as foon as you come 
“ thither, fend for the principal leaders of that faCtious fcCl, 
“ and lay it before them ; and tell them, that you wholly fub- 
** mit it to them, either to give it a burial, or throw it in the 
“ high-way, for the injuries I have done them. Affure them 
at the fame time, that, as to you, you are fo intirely de- 
voted to them, that you defign to place them again at the 
“ head of affairs, and you will do nothing without their 
advice and confent. Give them immediately feme marks 
66 of your favour and fricndfhip j and then you need not 
doubt, but they will not only extol me to the ikies, and 
“ give me a royal burial, but will likewife fupport you, 
“ and my fons after you, in the peaceful enjoyment of your 
** kingdom.'* He juil lived to give her this falutary counfel, 
and then died in the forty-ninth year of his age. 

Alexandra Alexandra was too wife not to follow bis iojundions, if 
follows his they were really his, and not a pretence trumped tip by that 
advice politic piincefs. However, It ^ad the defirra effeAj and 
•with fuf the pharifees, ^ad to fee themfelves agam at the head of af* 
ttfs. fairs, were beyoud meafiire lavifli of their praifes and honeura 
Year of to the deceafed Jcing. They extolled hhn for a great con- 
the flood queror and patriot, they beftowed a magnificent ftmeral on 
him, and applauded above all his wiiSjom in bi^queathil^g the 
Bef. Chr. government to his queen. He did certainly* right in that, 
7 ^- feeing his cldeft fon Hyreanus^ yato tyas then about thirty 


X 


jears 
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yeais of age^ was a prince of a Auggiih dirpoAtion, without 
ambition or fpirit. Him therefore the queen thought fit KQGiwi the 
fucceed his father in the pontifical funAion, iiot fo much out%A> 
of refpe^ to bis primogeniture, as becaufe he was lefs likely topriefihood 
interfere with the affairs of ftate than the younger brother l>er/ot$ 
who, being of a more entcrprifing genius, was for that very Hyrcan. 
reafon fecludcd, and confined to a private life. But though 
fire had fo carefully fecured her prerogative from any attempt 
from her two fons, yet was file far enough from enjoying it 
fo abfolucely and quietly as ihe expedfed. For the pharifees, as 
they grew more and more powerful, grew alfo more and more Thephari” 
infolentand untra^ablc; infomuch that her fear of their raifingy^^r 
a new rebellion forced her to confent to many of their de* hiolent, 
tnands, much againfi her will, as well as her interefl. 

The firft thing they obtained of her, was a total revoca- ex- 
tion of all the tdidls which Hyrcan the firft, and the Xjxq orbitant 
king, had made againft their cOnftitutions, and X.XA^\i\oti2L\demands 
dodirincs : the next was an amnefty for all their fadlion, „ 

gether with the relcafe of fuch of their brethren as had been 
confined fiiicc the late civft war : and the third was the re¬ 


calling of all thofe who had been cither banifhed, or forced to 
fiy the country, fince the conciui'iun of it, and their being re¬ 
admitted into the poflcfiion of all their forfeited eftates (D). 

She retained indeed fix thuufand auxiliary troops in her pay. Year of 
by which (he kept at leaft her neighbours and conquered pro- the flood 
vifices in awe, and received from time to lime frclh hoftages 2271. 
from them But as the pharifaic crew looked upon this as 
the effedls of their friendfli p to her, tliey claimed all the i'"' 
merit of her peaceful reign to thcrafelves, and foon gave her 
to underftand, that nothing lefs than the tot.d extirpation of 
the Sadducees (who were the only ones that ftuck clofe tar^Sadduceet 
late king) fhould purchafe the continuance of their friend- perfeentrd. 


” Antiq, I. xiii. c. 23, comp, with 1 . xx. c- 8, Sc bell. Jud. I. i. 
c. 4. 


(D) By the flrll of thele, the 
phariiaic traditions grew again 
into credit, by which means they 
.became more and more nume¬ 
rous } aed that feft being at full 
.liberty, to iropofls them on*the 
people at their pleafure, they 
not only became an intolerable 
burden to the people, but by 
degrees quite obliterated the 
written word, of which they 
were pretended to be the true 


fenfe and explication : and by the 
other two decrees, they fo increaf- 
ed and ftrengthened their party, 
that the queen was now afraid 
to deny them any thing ; where¬ 
by they became flill more exor¬ 
bitant in their demands, till they 
let her fee plainly, that they de¬ 
signed to leAfe her only the name 
of fovereigney, and the power to 
command her fubjeds to obey 
them. 

A a ihip,. 
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fliip and affiftance. They began with infifting upon her pu- 
iiilhing all thofe who had counfelled him to crucify the eight 
hundred rebels lately mentioned, with immediate death. Ac¬ 
cordingly, Diogenes, one of the chiefs of the Sadducees, and 
a confident of Alexander, was prefently difpatched j and after 
him a great many others, againft whom they had laid the 
fame accufation, right or wrong ; that is, againft as many of 
that fe£l, as they thought had been too much attached to that 
monarch’s fervice ° (E). 

Petition At length, fomc of the moft confiderable perfons of that 
the queen, perfecuted party, having got young Arijlobulus at their head, 
came to the royal palace, to bcfccch the queen, that file would 
put an end to their mifery. They reminded her of their 
great fcrvices, and invincible loyalty, to her late hufband j and 
that it was in confidcration of it, that he had beftowed on 
them thofe marks of his favour and efteem, which expofed 
them now to the fury of their enemies. They conjured her 
not to fufFer the late king’s beft and moft loyal friends to be 
thus daily facrificed to the rancouj of his ambitious and bit- 
tereft enemies, in a time efpecially of a profound peace, and 
under her government, who had been a witnefs of all the 
difficulties and hardfhips they had fuftered with and for him. 
They concluded with their earneft prayer, that, if fhc’could 
not fupprefs the pharifiic rage agiinft them, Ihe would at 
leaft give them the liberty of fheltering thcmfeivcs from it, 
either by retiring into fome foreign countrie.s, or by plackfg 
th#m in fuch of her garifons, where they might be out of the 
Ariftobu- reach of their enemies. Arijlobulus at the fame time backed 
lus backs their petition in fuch manner, as fufficiently ftiewcd his dif- 
their peti- guft to fuch cruel proceedings. The queen, though doubtlefs 
tien, highly affedled with their diftrefs, dared not grant the firft 
part of their petition, for fear of exafperating the pharifees. 
To grant them the fecond, that is, to permit them to depart 
the kingdom, was in fa£l: depriving herfelf of fo many faith¬ 
ful fubjedjj^, whofe friendfhip might one time or other be of 
fervice to fupprefs the arrogance of that tyrannic fe<ft. Upon 

® Bell. Jud. I. i. c. 4. 

(E) Thefe perfecutions were to flop the courfe of juftice, con- 
continued feveral year:;, though trary to the laws of Goo, and 
much againft the queen’s mind, the fecurity of every good go- 
who could not but feel feme vernmert; the fear of a new in- 
lively reinorfe to fee fo many of ’furre«ftion, the dreadful efteflsof , 
her huihand's moft i^ealous friends which (he had fo lately felt, made 
daily, butchered : but the phari- her dill look upon thofe execu- 
fees ftill infifting, that to put a tions as the lefs evil of the two. 
flop to thefe feverities, would be 


mature 
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mature delibemtion therefore, fhe agreed to the laft expedi- The queen 
ent propofed; of placing them in the feveral gariibns of ttitgrants 
kingdom, whence fhe might at any time fetch them when-^A«» the 
occaOon fcrved ; and where they might be either fafe (rom^^ttgrpart 
their enemies, or, at leaft, in a condition to ftand in their^ 
own defence. She excepted, however, diofe of H^cania, 
AUicandriay and Machesron^ in which fhe had depoiited her 
moil valuable treafure, left, by fhewing too great a conft< 
dence in them, fhe fhould give umbrage to their enemies the ‘ 

pharifecs (F). How fhe took her fon*s intcrcefSon on their ' 

behalf, 

(F) The fourth book of Mac- Janneeus^ and continued fo un- 
eabees (9) takes no notice of their der his queen Alexandra ; fo that, 
being fent into garifons ; but on> according to this lafl hiltorian, 
ly tells us, that fhe gave them he was of Idumean race, but by 
leave to retire into what cities of religion a Jew^ the Idumeans 
Judaa they pleafed; and that having long fince been profelyted, 
the effenians, no lefs hated by and incorporated into the 
the pharifees, joined themfelves church and Aate, as we have 
to them. feen before. 

In this year, our learned But a modern Jefuit (3), who 

obferves (i), was born Herodf af- has pretended to prove Jofephm'e 
)terwafdskingofyad/i?2i,ofwhom hiftory a mere forgery, makes 
we fhall have a great deal to fpeak Herod to be an Athenian: his 
in the fequel; for he was twenty- proofs are, that he is called ia 
Age years old when he was made fome medals a benefa£lor to 
governor of Galilee in the year Athens, and that there a^ually 
before ChriA 47. was one of his name in that city 

Concerning his father Antipas, in Ctrfar'*^ time. He has ad- 
or, as he greciiied his name, vanced feveral other Angularities 
Antipaiert authors have given us concerning that prince, which 
various accounts, according as we may have occafion to mention, 
they were well or ill affe£fed to- wliea we come to fpeak of his 
wards his fon. Thus N. Hama- reign. 

feen, who had received great ob- But none have more debafed 
ligations from him, and publifh- his origin than Judk^tfricamut 
ed his hillory in Herod's life, de- who, in his lettet^PT Ariftidet, 
rives his p^igree from one of mentioned by (4), makes 

the principal Je-ws that returned Antipater to have been the fon of 
from the Babylonijh captivity ( one Herod zxiAfcalonite,vtho was 
for which flagrant flattery Jofe- veflry-keeper of Apollds temple 
phus, who mull have been better in that city; and withal fo poor, 
informed, doth fliarply reprove that when hife fon (this our great 
him, and aflures us (2), that An- Herod) was taken prifoner by 
tipater was of a noble Idumtean fome Idumean robbers, he was 
toily, and had been made go- not able to ^eem him; fo that 
vernor of Idumea by Alexander he was brought up among thofo 

(9) Cb, xxxH. (i) Sub A. yul. per. 4642. (2) Antiq, /. xiv, c. 2. 

(3j, Uiudmin dt mtntn, JkfoJian, (4) Ectl. b(fi. /, ], c, is & 7. * 

Aa 4 banditti^ 
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b^lf) o6r hHtoriaii doth not tell us; but itrtlifiateil^ tha<;;fild 
feht him foon after with an army into Syria^ againft IPutemy 
Mennaus^ who infefted ail the neighbouring countries $ and 
that he returned foon after, without eiFe<Siing any thing worth 
notice P. 

Vtearcf About the fame time news came to her, that Ttgramt 
theftded Jting ot Armenia was come into Syria with an army of fifty 
2278. thoufand men, had befieged PtoUmais-, and that his deffgn was 
Bef Chr. jq march from fhente into "Judeea. This news threw the 
whole kingdom into the greateft confternation, it not being 
in a condition to make head againft fo powerful an invader. 
Her em- She therefore hailed fotne embafiadors, laden with the richell 
iajy to prefents, to befeech him to fpare her dominions, and to grant 
Tigrancs. her his friendfliip. Doth prefents and embafly were received 
with marks of the fincercil kindnefs and alFe^tion, not f6 
much out of regard to that prince fs, as to his own affairs, 
which had by this time taken a difierent turn ; his teriitorics 
bfeiog now threatened with an invafion from the Romans, whd 
had already penetrated into Rontus and Cappadocia, where 
Lucullus was then r.ivaging all that country ; fo th.’t he was 
forced to go and defend his own territories, ii.flcad of in¬ 
vading thofe of his neighbours ^ 

‘Thequeens I'he queen was fcSrcelyrid of this danger, before (he fell 
Rcknefs. into new ones. A fit of ficknefs», which feized her about this 

time, dangerous in its nature, and much more fo on account of 

») 

P Antiq 1 . xiii. c 24. Bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 4. f Id, ibid, 

banditti, who were, however, of His oppofite pedigree, from a 
the JenutJh religion} and this fexton of Apollo's temple, is at 
notion, it feems, was readily beft founded on a tradition, attri- 
adopted by feveral of the fa^ buted to Chrift’s kinfmen accord- 
thers (5). ing to the fiefh, without the leaft 

One thing feems beyond con- authority, and feems to be trump- 
tradi£fionj^Kme]y, that one of ed up to debale the whole He- 
the main WMps of the invincible rodian family, which was uni- 
hatred w]u£b the whole Jewifi verfally hated; and can confe- 
nation bore againft that prince, quently never outweigh the tef- 
Jn fpite of his grandeur, genero- timony of Jofepbus, who wanted 
fity, and munificence, was his neither means nor inclination to 
not being of JemsiJh extrafl; fo inform himlelf of his genealogy, 
that what Hamafcea, and after and* whofe authority is Hill uni- 
him the Arahic hiftory, printed verfally received, in fpite of all 
at the end of the Paris polyglot, all the cavils which the Jefuic 
affirm of bis noble defcent from above-quoted has raifed againft 
a yewijh flock, be f'ajfe it* 

^nd gioundlefs. 


(;} Vid. Amir, teiment, in Luc, e, iU« 


her 



har.|^€at age* nade her.young^ft foH believe thartlieir death wai 
near at tend, and that it wa 4 therefofe bt^h time for him to Her youngs 
think of feourif^ the crown for himfelf, which his elder bro- tr Jon tries 
ther was unfit for. To this end* he went out 6f yerujeled*‘‘ 
one night, accompanied by one fingle confident, with a ^rvwn, 
fign to go and bring over to his intereft thofe friends of his fa¬ 
ther, who had the cufiody of the feveral fortifications, of 
which we have lately fpoken. This lecret he intrufied with 
none but his own wife, whom he left behind with her ChiJ'^ 
drcn, till he came to the caltle of Agdba^ where Gahejlus^ one 
of his father's chief confidents, wira commanded there, re¬ 
ceived him with no fmall joy. He immediately declared to 
him the defign of his coming, and the rcafons he had to fear ,. 
left, if his mother died before he had made fure of the crown, 
not only be and his whole family, but all their friends in ge¬ 
nera], fhould again fall under the tyranny of thepharifaic fed, 
through the indolence and ftupidity of his elder, brother, who 
would doubtlefs fuffer hinifclf to be wholly governed by them. 

As his fears were but too well grounded, he cafily gained Ga‘ Gabellus 
bejiust whofe example was foon followed by the governors/W/ri witb 
of the other fortrefles, who all declared for him. 7 'he queen bim in it. 
mifled her fon from the firft night; but did not fufped him Other go- 
of any defign^ till the alarmed pharifees brought her word, ’vemors 
that thefe fortreftes were gone over to his intereft j by wbich-^/''^®‘“' 
means he had got, in fomc meafure, the whole ftrength of the^^®** 
kingdom into his hands. As to the army, and even the peo¬ 
ple, who were heretofore fo ready to idolize their fed, they 
were fcnfible they had ufed them of late with fuch feverity 
gnd infolcnce, that, inftead of expeding any fupport from 
them, they had great reafon to fear they would, upon the 
very firft occafion, go over to Arijiohulus^ and embrace the 
milder government of the fadducees 
They had brought Hyrcan with them to the queen, when Hyrcan 
they came to acquaint her with the difmal ficuation of their 
affairs j and both he and they were very prefling wit^ her, to *be queen, 
advife them what to do in fuch a dangerous cafe. Tiie queen, 
who found herfelf dying, had juft ftrength enough to tell 
them, that her condition would not now permit her to think 
of their fafety j and that flie left it wholly to them to fee to 
it themfelves. She added, that they wanted neither foldiers, 
arms, nor money, to make*head againft her^ther foiv; zx\^Aj>potntfa 
that fhc appointed Hyrcan her fucceffor. She expired imme- 
diately after, in the feventy-third year of her age, and the/w- 
ninth of her reign, to the Inexpreflible grief |Of the pharifakf^'’'*'^'’**^;^- 
fafftion, who now could expert nothing elievut a fevere re- 

' Antiq. 1 . xui. c. ult. Bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 4. 
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taliation for all their cruelties to the late Icings fn'enda | but 
to the great joy of all the reft of the kingdom) who now 
hoped to fee an efte^ual end put to the pharifaic tyranny) by 
her brave fon Arijlohulus (G). 

Whilst, therefore, the hopes of fuch an happy change 
brought daily both army and people over to him, the pharifees 
found no other expedient to provide for their own fafety, 
than feizing on his wife and children, and confining them in 
the caftle of Baris, to be kept there as hoftages againft him ; 
but when they found, that this did not flop his progrefs, but 
that he took the royal title and fiate upon him, and daily 
Pharifees gained ftrength, they raifed an army againft him ; and Arijlo- 
raife an hulus, who defired. nothing more than a decifive battle, well 
army a- knowing the valour and fidelity of his army, and that he had 
little to fear from that of his brother, foon gave him an op- 
^^°v**A^** portunity of joining iflue with him. A battle was accord- 
ingly fought pear Jericho, in which moft of Hyrcatis forces 
^werto^ went over to his brother ', fo that he had no way left, but to 
• retire to JerufaUm, and to Ihut hinifelf up in the fame caftle, 
where they had confined Arijiobulush wife and children. The 
few forces that ftuck by him followed his example, and took 
iaji£luary within the verge of the temple 3 where they had not 


(G) This defeftion from Hjr~ 
eauf whom fhe had nominated 
her fuccelTor, to her younger fon, 
who was in fome meafure in 
open rebellion againft her, did 
not proceed from any difrefpe£t 
tlie people had for her; for fhe 
appears to have been a princefs 
of great wifdom and conduct; 
and, could fhe have fupprefted the 
pharifaic tyranny, would have 
left an unblemilhed charaifter be¬ 
hind her; and even this circum- 
ftance of her giving too much 
way to it, appears to have been 
rather her misfortune than her 
fault. 

Some authors (6) have abfurd' 
ly confounded this queen with 
Salome tne wife, vand afterwards 
the widow, of Arifiabuius, the 
elder brother of the WicAlexan^ 
der, and who, at|we obferved a 
little higher, out ofjo/epbus, was 


alfo called Alexandra ; fo that 
they have fuppofed her to have 
been the fame perfon ; and ehat, 
being left a widow, Alexander, 
the next brother, had been 
obliged, according to the Mofaic 
law, to marry her, and raife up 
feed to his brother. 

But this has been fully con¬ 
futed by our learned Prideaux, 
in the place above quoted, fince 
Hyrean, who is every-where al¬ 
lowed to have been the fon of 
Alexander, is there proved to 
have been five years old before 
Arijiohulus died; for Hyrean be¬ 
ing, according to Jofephus, above 
eighty years of age when he died, 
which happened in the year be¬ 
fore Cbrift 30, eighty-one years 
will carry us back to the year 
before Cbrift 111. whereas Ari~ 
Jlobulus did not die till the year 
106. ■ 


Captl, ST Am VU, PriJ, emneff, fub Am 70. 
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been long before they came over to his vidorious brother. 

Things being brought to this defperate ftate, Hyrcan was 
glad to accept of a peace upon any terms ; and Arijiahulus Hyrcan 
granted it to him, upon condition that he divefted himfelf oireducedH 
his regal and pontifical dignity, and wholly rcfigned them private 
him, and contented himfelf with a private life, with the en-A^» 
joyment of his peculiar patrimony. Hyrcan^ who, as we have 
obferved more than once, was a man without ambition or 
fpirit, made no difficulty to yield to thefe conditions, and to 
diveft himfelf of a government he could keep no longer, af¬ 
ter a three months troublefome pofieffion of it * (H). 

This 

* Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. i, 2, 3. Bell. Jad.l.i. c. 5. 


(H) So fays the text in T*/*” the high-priefthood three years 
phus ; but our excellent UJhtr longer s that is, till his flight to 
has clearly (hewn, from the fix Aretas, of which we lhall fpeak 
years which elapfed between the by-and-by; and that the three 
confulate of ^ Hortenfius and years and fix months allowed to 
^ Metellm, in which Hyrcan his brother by the JenuiJh hiflo- 
began his reign, and that of C. rian, are to be reckoned only 
Antonius, and M. Cicero, in from the time that he affiimed 
which hjs brother Arijtobulus was the pontifical dignity. But this 
depofed by Pompey, that there again is contradifted by 
mufi be an error crept into Jofe- who makes Arifiobulus to have 
phus, who allows but three months divefted his brother of both dig> 
reigh to the former, and three nities, and to have taken them 
years and fix months to the latter, upon himfelf at one and the fame 

But that learned prelate has not time, and Hyrcan to have been 
fo well fucceeded in corredling reduced to a private ftate. 
that miftake, by fuppofing that Dean Prideaux, in the place 
Hyrcan reigned three years and above quoted, fuppofes there- 
three months (7), and that the fore, that the original had fix 
former of the two numbers had years and fix months, it being 
been dropped by the carelefifnefs more reafonable, that a numeri- 
ofthetranferibers; for this feems cal letter ihould be changed by 
quite contrary to the tenor of carelefifnefs of the icribe, than a 
JofephttSy who makes his reign whole word; that is, that he 
and depofition to have followed ihould miftake a three for a fix, 
much cloier than this fuppofition rather than a month for a year, 
will admit of. as in the fuppofition of arch> 

Another great antiquary (8) bilhop VJher. 
has taken a diflerent way to fob{e From the ol^edlion, that Jo* 
the difficulty, by fuppofing that fepbus in another place (9) gives 
H^can was divefted of his regal him but three years reign, and 
dignity after the firft three that not in numerical letters, but 
months; biit that he preferved in words at lei^tb, which mi^ 

(7) Sub A. Jul. per. (8) Pttav. of. Prid. enneS. Job A, 70* 

(9) Ai‘t>i» l> XX. t, a. odJiH, Conf, turn I, xiv, f 1, & xn 9, 

be 
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This depofition did not however hinder Hynan'$ retain¬ 
ing ftiil a powerful party, which, confifting of pharifees^ jyho' 
’ had nothing to hope for, but a great deal to fear, from his 
fuccefsful brother, were ftill bufily plotting to raife up their 
old idol over him. -This was gladly obferved by Antipater the 
father of Herod, wbofe nation and pedigree we have fpoken 
^ntipatcr of in a late note. This perfon, though, in all likclihot^, in- 
in fear of different as to the diftin^ion between pharifee and fadducee, 
•Ariilobu- being, as we there obferved, an Idumean profeJyte, was in as 
Ills. great danger of feeling the reientments oi Ariftobidus, as any 
of the former fe(Sf. His peculiar ikill ajid addre/s, backed by 
an unmeafurable ambition, had long before recommended 
him to tire fevour of the iate icisg Akxander, and of his queen 
Alexandra, who had beftowed the government of Idumea up¬ 
on him} and, as he had ftill looked upon Hyrean as tJicir fuc- 
Year of ceftbr, the ho{>es of advancing hJmfdf ftill higher under that 
the flood foft prince, had betrayed him into a more than ordinary zeal 
2283. for him : fo that, when he came to fee his brother on the 
throne, he had all the reafon in the world, not only to defpair 
® 5 ' of further advancement, but to dread his rcfcntnicnt. l'h« 
determined him to join with the difeontented pliarifecs, whom, 
'h\ time, he ftill took care to fill wirb fears and jea- 

* * loulies, from that prince, whom they ftiled an ufurpiTj and 
edpkari- them, would never think birafcif fecure, till he 


fees. 


be therefore looked upon as a 
confirmation of the former, the 
jlame judicious author rather con¬ 
firms his own hypotheiis in as 
clear a manner us the fubjeS can 
admit of. To give his anfwer at 
length, would fwell -this note too 
much: we lhall therefore content 
ourfelves with hinting at the 
main llrefs of the argument. 

He obferves, that this lall place 
has three yean, and thefame num- 
her of months, whereas the for- 
.mer has three years, and fu 
months: from whence he Aip- 
pofes, that fome critic, finding 
this difference between thofe two 

{ daces, and not rufpe^ting this 
aft CO have been corrupted; that 
is, three to have been put inftead 
: 0f fix years $ hasj altered the other 
place according m it, in order to 


reconcile the Jewf/h hiftofian j 
and fo, initead of fix years, and 
juft as many months, as he 
found it written, he made it 
three years, and as many mouths, 
as he found it corrupted in the 
other place. 

This fiippofition, which can¬ 
not but appear wery probable to 
thofe who are acquainted with 
manuferipts, and with the inad¬ 
vertency of tranferibers, as wdl 
as the holdneft of critics in cof- 
reAinz them, takes away at once 
all the difficulties, reconciles 
Jofephus to himfidf, and fills up 
the fix years fpace between Hyr- 
eau's^ reign, and Arifobuksh de¬ 
pofition, according to the confiil- 
ates under which each of them 
is affirmed by him to have hap¬ 
pened (i). 


(i) Conf. ant, I, xiv. t, li. ^ xx. r. 8. 
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had cut off.his brother,, and, with him, all that had been in 
his intereit (T). 

As foon as he had gained Hyrean's confent, he offered him- 
fhif to go and negotiate that affair with Aretas which he 
did with fuct^rivacy and difpatch, that he came back very 
loon, took Hyrcan with him in the night, and, by long Carries 
journeys, brought him to Petra, the metropolis of Arabia, Hyrcan 
where he prefented him to the king. It is likely, that Anti- *”/^ Ara- 
pater, at his firft interview with Aretas, had only engaged 
him to protefi Hyrcan againft his brother; but now they were 
both at his court, he began to open to him the other part of 
his deiign, and to convince him how much it would be his 
intcreff to alHft him in the recovery of his kingdom, by af- 
Airing him, that He Ihould have all the places rettored to him, 
which had been heretofore taken from him by the ^ewipi 
kings, which were very many and confiderable, and which 
he muff never hope to recover, as long as Arifiobulus was on 
the throne. Hyrcan was eafily perfuaded to confirm all his mi- , 
nifter had faid, and to ratify all the engagements he had made to 
the Arabian king, who came foon after with them vaxo'judaa, Aretas 
at the head of an army of five thoufand men, where he wz&vrvades 
joined by thofe of HyrcaAs party. Arijlobulus marched againff Judasa. 
him, and an dbffinate,fight enfued, in which he was totally 
defeated, and forced to flee mxoJerufaUm. Aretas purfued Ariflobu- 
hinsk entering that metropolis without oppofition, lu> 

drove him, and Ws few men, moft of them prieffs, into 
precindl of the temple, and there clofely befieged him, whilft BepegeJin 
rbe reft of the people declared for the conqueror But hcre^^be temple. 
the befi^ers were guilty q£ two fuch flagrant deeds, as did 
sot kmg go without due puniffiment. I'he reader may fee 


‘ Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 4. 

(I) By thefe infinnarions he 
foon drew thiem into his defign 
to dethrone him, and let up his 
brother again : but his great dif- 
fienhy was, to prevail upon Hyr- 
ean to join with them. That 

J irince, being of an eafy and iodo* 
ent difpofition, could not be pet- 
fuaded, that bis brother would at¬ 
tempt any thing againft his life; 
neither had he any ambition to 
recover his loft dignities; or, if 
he had, it was eafily cooled by 


Bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 5. 

the danger of attempting it, 
which he viewed in the moft dif- 
mal light. When therefore vf«- 
tipater perceived, that fear was 
his predominant paffon, he railed 
fuch a battery .againft it, re¬ 
peated aflaranccs.thac his life was 
in manifeft danger, and that he 
muft" refolve either to reign or 
die, that the weak prince was 
at length wFOVjght upon to feeic 
for fafety and mliftance from Are ■ 
tas king of Arabia 


(z) Antiq. I, xiv. c, 2. Beil, Jui, /. i. t, 5, 


them 
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them in the following note (K), whilft we purfue the account 
of that (lege in the next re<^ion. 


(K) The temple being thus 
befieged, and the approaching 
feaft of the pafibver thereby like¬ 
ly to be wholly obftru£led, many 
of the chief of the Jews retired 
into ^gypt to celebrate it there. 
On the other hand, the befieged 
having neither Iambs, nor other 
viflims, for the facrijices of that 
iblemnity, Tirijiobulus applied 
himfelf to the beiiegers to fup- 
piy them with a competent num¬ 
ber of them j which thofe at 
(irft prothifed, upon condition 
that they paid them a thoufand 
drachms of filver for every head, 
and had the money beforehand. 
But when the fum ilipulated was 
let down to them by a rope from 
the top of the wall, they refufed 
to (end the viftims: upon which 
the priells went to the altar, and, 
inftead of them, o.fered up their 
prayers to G o d, that he would 
fpeedily punilh their perhdious 
contempt of his religion. To 
this guilt the beiiegers added an¬ 
other, neither of which went 
long unpunifhed. 

There was at that time in Je- 
rufaiem one Oatas, a man in 
high elleem for his fandlity; and 
who was thought to have (aved 
the land from a famine, by ob¬ 
taining from heaven a comfort¬ 
able rain, after a long and griev¬ 
ous drought. This good man, 
feeing his unhappy counfry in- 
vtdv^ in a civil war, had retired 


into fome of the neighbouring 
deferts, and hid himfelf there. 
Him they found out, and brought 
by main force to the (iege; and 
wpuld have obliged him to curie 
Artjiobulus^ and his adherents. 
He refilled a long time, till, con- 
llrained at length by their threats, 
he lifted up his hands to heaven, 
and addrefled it in words to this 
cfFcft: O Lord God, fm/ereign 
Governor of the worlds fince thefe 
that hefiege thy temple are thy 
peopUy and thofe that are befieged 
in it are thy priefis, Ibefeecb thee 
to hear the prayers of neither fide. 
He had fcarce pronounced thefe 
words, before the exafperated 
multitude let fly on him fuch 
vollies of fiones, as put,an end 
to his life. This double crime 
brought a double punilhment 
very fpeedily upon them: a ve¬ 
hement fiormy wind flidPtly 
after dellroyed all their fruit and 
grain ; infooiuch that a meafure 
of wheat fold for eleven drachms, 
and other provifions in propor¬ 
tion (3). But the mod dreadful 
of all was, the falling prefcntly 
after under the yoke of the .^0- 
mans ; a yoke which they never 
more could lhake olF, but groan¬ 
ed under the fevere weight of it, 
till the utter deftruflion of their 
city and temple, and their total 
difperfion throughout the world, 
as will be feen io the next fe- 
flioQs. 


(j) antij, fcf Ml. Jud. ubi Jvpra. 
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The Uiftory of the Jews, from their being fubdued by 
the Romans to the Reign of Herod the Great. 


/JRISTOBULUS^ being thus ftreightly befieged by the fj-he Ro 
Arabian king, and forfaken by all his party, was forced mans in¬ 
to have recourfe to the Romans ; for Pompey, having by this mitti by 
time overcome Ttgranes^ was retired into the Lejer Armenia^ Arifiol^ 
and from thence had difpatched Gabtnius into judaa ; and Jus. 
this laft, having received three hundred talents itomAriJIobulus, Y<ar of 
was gone back without acting for or againft him, Scaurus tJ^* A®**! 
came next from Syria into Judiga, and, in his way, was met 
by fome embafladors from the two contending brothers, each 
to implore his friendJhip and affiftance, for which they oJFered ^ 
him four hundred talents. Scaurus^ who knew Aridobulus to 
be the more liberal, and the braver of the two, funered him- , ahtb* 
felf to be gained by him : befides, as he rightly judged, it 
would be the eafier talk to reilore him, fince he need but 
oblige Aretas to raife the Aege, and depart out of Judaa^ and 
Hyrcan would foon be abandoned by his party. He therefore 
wrote a threatening letter to Aretas^ in which he told him, 
that, if he did not immediately withdraw his troops, he ihould 
be declared an enemy to Romc^ and oblige Pompey to turn his 
arms againil him. Aretas, who had no mind to exafperate 
the Roman general, readily obeyed, and led his army out of 
Judaa : Scaurus returned to Damafeus j and Arijlohulus, be- 
4ng thus timely relieved, gathered up what forces he could, 
and purfued after the Arabian king. He overtook him, and 
'his brother Hyrcan, at a place called Papyrion ; ahd gave him Aretas it 
a great overthrow, in which he killed feven thoufand of his jeatei. 
men, and amongft them Cephalion the brother of Antipater 
Much about the fame time Pompey, being come to Damafeus, cpig tnxo 
received embafladors from all the neighbouring Rates, cfpe- brothers 
cially tbofe of Judaa, Syria, Egypt, Thefe three laft, beingy^i pre- 
^ut a kind of ufurpers, were extremely deftrous to bring they<-«/i/« 
Romans over to their intereft, and endeavoured to gain their Pompey. 
general by inoft magnificent prefents (A). 

^ Soon 

* Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 4. Bell. Jud. 1 .1. c. 5. 


(A) Ariftohuhs, for his part, 
fenc him a golden vine, upon 
fquare mount, with the fruit on 
.it, and deer, lions, and other 
keafis about it, all of the fame 


precious metal. This curious 
piece had beeh formerly made by 
Alexander Janneeus, and was 
now font to Pompey, who con¬ 
veyed it' to Pome, lyhere it was 

depofited- 



year of 


^ ■ , ''.nil 

Bend aft- , SooN this the two coDteimg brothers Cont: ihpaiill 
emd w- embair^toi^^<7» oe bis comii^ ta|oPe/^r/^» each t6^^' 
plore his friendship and patronage ugaiiift the other j Anttpe^^ 
ter in behajf qt^ Hyrcan^ and J^icodem$m b^Ija!^ 
hts, ^oth were heard wit|^ feeming equ^piij^n aiid dir*' 
mifled with faiKpromifes, and the two brothers ordered to ap* 
pear in perfbn, and to plead their caufes before him i 
after a full hearing, he engaged to decide the controverfy' 
jufticc Should diredl (B). 

Early on the following year Pompey came again into 
the flood Syria^ wliere he depofed fcveral petty tyrants, took fevera! 

22^, fortreSTes, particularly that of Lyfiad^ of which Silas a Jew 
Bef. Chr. had made himfelf maSler, and came at length to Damafeus. 

63. Here he found the two brothers, who were come to plead 
their caufe and pretenfions before him, and had brought a 
S*'®**' fiu^her of witneSTes to their refpe< 3 ive pleas. But, be- 
tbeir thefe, there came another fet oijewsy to plead againSJ: 

both, alleging, that their nation had been for a long 
I .time governed onl^ by the bigh-prieS!s of the God of Ifraet^ 

without the regal dignity; and that, though the two brothers 
ebentboth.^^^^ facerdotal race, they had governed them contrary 
*to their antient laws, by taking the power and title of kingf, 
and thereby reducing the^rwr^ nation into a Sbteof flavery. 
HyreanV Hyrcan fpokc next, and complained, that, being the elder bro- 
dffence. ther, he had been unjuSlly depofed by AriJiohuluSy and by him 
forced into a private State, with only the income of a few pa* 
ternal lands, whilft he, not contented with the revenues 
the whole kingdom, committed continual depredations on hts'' 
neighbours both by fea and land. For proof of all which, he 
brought a thoufand of the principal 7rwr, who had been gain* 
ed by Ant\pater^ to witneSs what he had alleged. To this 


depoflted in the temple of 
ter» in the Capitol. Strabo tells 
«s (<i), that he faw it there, and 
that it was reckoned worth five 
thouSaad talents. However, the 
fenate, being neither willing to 
acknowltge for king 

of Jud^at nor to return fo noble 
and Qirious a prefent, ordered it 
to be inferibed to bis father ,4^4** 
ander king of the Jewu 
(50 Unfortiuia^ly for 
bsAu^ his ^ba^or took itjn- 
to his head to complaitt of $0*0“ 


rut and Gabinlus, for having re¬ 
ceived the former four hundred^ 
and the latter three hnndred ta* 
lents from his mailer; by which 
hemadethofetwogenends. who 
had a great influence on Pmp^, 
to become his enemies (a) 1 aM 
tl 2 fourth book of idatoAety 
adds, that the Roman general ac¬ 
cordingly promised him to decide 
in fovour of Arifobulus, but 
ioifiivoar pi his 
tap t ht r (}}. ^ 

- i 


(j) Strjob. obififta* PS/I, (If<Mi>. ki/l, h Munfg. f.«, (ad 

-■- (3) G, aa»«ui» . a 
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Ar^ihidHS replied, that he had indeed tii'ned l>M||^ther out Arillobii^" 
of the.governmeilt; butffetitwas, becaufe he'l^ ineepabIeltta*/rr/4P^ 
of holing it, and not from any atnbidous vieos of bi^ owp | 
that Hyrcan was a perfon of fo una£i;ive and fluggifh a difpo^ 
fition, and (6 defpifed by the people, that he had been 
to wreft the power out of his hands, left it ihould be 'tranf- 
berred into another family. He added, that, as to the royal 
title, it was no other than his father Alexander had borne 
fore him. However, Pompey^ after a full hearing of all par- Pompey 
ties, wifely deferred giving hib fentence, left Anftobulmy z%ii\T&.puUofftbb 
whom he defigned to declare, fhould obftrudl his intended ex-^^edeei~ 
pedition againft the Nahatheans j and contented himfelf with^* i 
difmiHing them with a prcmife, that as foon as he had fub- 
dued AretaSy he Would come himfelf into yudica, and there 
determine their controverfy. AriJiobuluSy who looked upon and Ari- 
this delay as an ill omen, and did not perhaps care to feefiobulUs 
Pompey in yudccOy went away in an huff, firft to Deliony andgoesoA'id 
thence into yuda-a^ without fo much as taking leave of'^fr/. 
him b. 

This proceeding highly offended the Roman general ; 

Hvho thereupon lent for his troops, which he had in 
Syria ; and with thofe whkh he defigned againft the ArahiatVy 
and the legions which he had with him, marched ftrait againft 
yudtsa. Atijlohului had not been idle, but had sot a good 
arm^ under him, and was himfelf at the caftle of Alexandriony 
a place of no fmall ftrtngth (C), when Pompey entered yu~ 
deea. As foon as this lail had reached Coreoy he fent fur 
Arijlobulut to come to him j who would willingl) have ex- Hi Aw* 
edited himfelf from it, but was at length prevailed upon \ymonedto 
tboj(e that were about him to obey the fummons, and prevent^/f^'*^^*" 
thereby a war with the Roman general. He came according--^^* 
ly ; more than once or twice, to him, and cunferted wi h 
him about the difpute between his brother and him, fparing 
neither compliments, promifes, nor prtfents, to engage him 

Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 5. & bell. Jud. 1 . i. C. 5. 

i 

(C) This fortrefs had been built rteboy on the frontiers of yudah 
Atexandet Janneeus, emd Benjamta {^). Alexandrian 
and was from him called Ale an- was afterwards cbe burymg-place 
dritn ; it was fituate on an high of the Jenuijh «kings; ip that, 
mountain, m the very eq|xatice though it was dcmoliihed by the 
Into near the town of Romanty it was rebuilt by i/erM/, 

C0rM.(4), which was the firft and his foiis fent thither to be b^- 
pUtt injudica on the Samaritan ried, as we ihaU fee in the fe* 
and upon the load to Je- quel. 

Ftd. yo/efb, antift /. xiii. r. lA, air. 6, (g) ShJ. Si 

Jmi, I, i. r. 6, 

Vox.. X. R h fltv 
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Ppmp^’i on .his fidpi Pompiy as often difoiKTed him with a (hew of 
f^rtiality friendfliip,. And fuffered him to return to his caAIe. At 
^mHjt length he propofed to him, that he ihould put all his fortrelles 

*** into his hands, and fend orders to all his governors to refign 

them to him without belitation. It was eafy then for him to 
fee, that the Roman general was in his brother’s interefty 
and wanted only to put it out of his power to maintain hlm- 
felf againft him. But though he had been long before fufpedl* 
ing his partiality, and had taken all poiHble methods to fecure 
himfclf againft it, yet was he forced, though much agaihft 
hii will, to comply with the propofal, being now in that 
general’s hands. But, as foon as he was got away from him, 
he fled with all fpeed to "Jerufalem^ with full refolution to 
defeat his deflgn 

Pompey pompey was not long in following him thiiher(D); and Ari» 

repenting now of what he had done, came out, and 
fuf^em throw himfclf at his feet, and to beg of him to for- 

Year of hoftilities againft the Jewijh nation, promifing him 

the flood * confiderable fum of money upon that condition. The K- 
2185. ncral agreed to it, and, keeping him in his camp, fent Ga- 
Bef, Chr with fomc troops to receive the money i but he was 

163. tcpulfed by the garifon, who (hut the gates againft hjm, and 
ffifufed to perfoim the agreement. This difappointment fo 
Keeps A- exafperated Pompry, that he ordered Artflobulns to be kept in 
riftobulus chains, and marched direflly with his whole army againft the 
in cbainjf cry (E). 

He 


* Antiq 1 . xlv. c 6. 

{D)Upon his encamping in the 
plain of Jerteho^ lie received the 
agreeable news, that Mtthndates 
had killed himfclf. and that his 
treacherous Ton had ft ized upon 
the kingdom ; and in fuch hafle 
was the army to know it, that 
the general, for w.mt of a tri- 
bjnal to communicate it to them, 
according to cufiom, caufed one 
tc be ratied by laying a number 
of faddlcs one*" upon another, 
from which he acquainted them 
xvith the Pontic king’s death, and 
received their ^ congratulations 
with the ufual fignals of joy (6). 

(E) Wc have had frequent oc- 
calipn to fpeak of the ilbength of 

(^) Plut, in 

k 
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this place, both with reipcft to 
Its excellent fltuation, and to its 
other fortiiications; fo that,being 
now fo well ganfoned and pro* 
vided, it might in all likelihood 
have found the Roman generai 
woil: enough to have taken it 
by fiege ; but, unfortunately for 
it, thofe that ihould have defend¬ 
ed It, were divided into two par¬ 
ties : that for Ai iflohulut were foz 
landing out to the laft ag^nft a 
general, who daied to keep their 
king in chains; but that for 
Hyrcan, which were the mom 
numeroQ«, were, on the contrary, 
for opening the gates to film, 
and preventing thereby the md ef- 
vit, Pump, \ 
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He was invIteJ foon after into it» and one of hisiwi/if. 

generals, with a number of troops, to fecure'^e place, 
tbs royal palace, whilft* thofe that were in the temple were aVy* 
bufy in fortifying every part of it that could be of fervice to 
them to hold on the fiege. Pompfy at firft fen t to them fome 
propofals of peace; but, finding themrefolved to Hand it out, 
he fet himfelf immediately to beflege them in form. He be¬ 
gan with incloflng the place with a ftrong wall, to prevent 
either their flight, or their receiving any help from without; 

Hyrcan gladly furnifhing him with all neceffary things to carry 
on the work. Battering rams, and other engines of war, be¬ 
ing brought to him from Tyre^ he ordered the attack to be 
made on the north-fide of the temple, which was the weakefl-, 
though inclofed with ftrong walls, high towers, and other 
fortifications, and had a large deep ditch, and a fpacious valley, 
beneath it. As for the other fides of it, they were in a man¬ 
ner inacceflible, after the bridges had been broken down, 
by reafon of their cragginefs and fteepnefs. The battering 
engines were accordingly raifed on mounds and platform^, 
and began to play in earneft agamft the place, and to fling 
large flones into it, whilft the befieged were as indufirious in 
leveling the one, and difmounting the other, as fall; as they 
were raifed'by the befiegers. The fiege had already taken up 
three months, and might in all likelihood have lafied much 
longer, if not perhaps been raifed, had not the befieged been Serangg 
^ized again with their old fatal fuperfiition about the breach/^^'A* 
of the fabbath, which hindered them from making fuch a de- the 
fence as they had formerly, and fhould now have done (F). J*ws. 

This fcruple had now again made fuch an impreflion upon 
them, that they never moved an hand on that day to hinder 
(fc^her mounds and batteries being raifed, or breaches being 


feAs of a fiege, and deflru£live 
war. The priefls declared for 
the former, but the generality of 
the people were for the latter, fo 
that Atifiohttlui‘% party, finding 
themfehres overpowered, were 
forced to retire within the pre- 
cinft of the temple, breaking 
down all the bridges betivcen 
that and the city, chat were over 
the deep valley, which parted 
thofe two places, before Pmpey 
could be admitted into the latter. 

(F) We have had occafion 
heretofore to fhew how dellruc> 
tive that notion had been to their 


forefathers, and how wifely It 
hid been condemned by the brave 
Maccabees ; fb that from their 
time they had made no fcruple 
to take up arms againft an offend- 
ing enemy; but now they were, 
it fcem% taken with a qualm of 
confcience, that, though it was 
lawful to fland in their defence 
on the fabba'th, when an ai^ual 
alTauIt was made upon them, it 
did not therefore follow,thac they 
might do Atty thing on that day 
towards preventing thofe prepa¬ 
ratives which the enemy made 
towaads fach future afTaalts. 

B b 2 roads 
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made on their 'walls ; which being at laft perceived by the 
beficgers, they took the advantage of getting all things ready^ 
for an alTiuIt on that day, without throwing cither ftones, or 
any miflive weapon, that might force them on their own de¬ 
fence ; fotlnt the befiegcd might let them go on with their 
other works without the Icaft oppofition ; and fuch was their 
awal for the divine fcrvice of the temple, that no annoyance 
from the enemy could obftrudt it from being performed with 
• the fame regularity and calmnefs, as in time of the profound- 
eft peace. By thefe means the beficgers made at length fo deep 
a breach by playing down one of their towers, which in its 
fail brought down a confiderable part of the wall, that they 
*rhe eiiy eafily maftcred the place. Cornelius Faujius^ the fon of Bylla^ 
taken. at the head of a number of troops, mounted one end of the 
Year of breach, F«n«r the other end, andin the middle. An 
the flood horrid flaughter immediately enfued, in which no lefs than 
2285. twelve thoufand of the befleged were killed by the Romans, 
Brf. Chr. befldes many more, who died by their own bands. In this 
03* aflion the Jews of the contrary fa 6 Iion adled with greatet 
fury and cruelty againft them than the heathen. 

What was moft furprifing during this horrid feene of 
aftion, was the conftancy of the priefts, who never inter¬ 
mitted one moment the divine fervice of the temple; but con¬ 
tinued to offer up their ufual prayers, praifes, and faci ifices, 
with the fame calmnefs and aftiduity, as if no fuch flaught'*r 
had been then adling in that facred place ; and at laft funered 
themfelvLS to be butchered before the altar, with as much 
meeknefs and conftancy, as the vi«Elims they were then offer¬ 
ing upon it (G). Pctppcyy though furpriled at their religious 
conftancy, cauied all the prifuners that were found to ba^9 
been moft zealous againft him to be put to death, whilft^i 
great number of the rtii prevented him by a defperate exit, 
Ibme throwing thcmfelves down the deepeft precipices, and 
others, fetting their apartments on Are, burnt themfelves in it. 
Thefe were the fruits of Af ijlobulus*^ ambition, and of the 
two contending brothers calling in the Romans. Thefe new 
mafters, who feldom, if ever, lent their afliftance but with a 

(G) It is obfervable, that the have been that of the facred year; 
city was taken on the very day on bat it is more probable to have 
which the yrwf were keeping a been the third of the civil year, 
folemn faft, in memory of its called Tbamausy anfwering to oar 
bavin? been formerly taken by asdeanPrrVAnuchasfhewn 

Nehu^atiaezxar, on the zSth (8). On the fame day, twepty- 
of the month CbiflAh anfwering fix years after, it was likewife 
to our according to the taken by i:ofiust by which the 

learned (7}, who takes the Jews became fubje^ to the Hr- 
fhird month here menttoied to roiian Iceptre. 

(7) Suk A.M. 3641. (i) Sui A. ant, Qbufi, 63. 

view 


eanjrancy 
of the 
friefis. 
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view of enflaving, foon altered the face of the Jewljh affairs, ' 

according to their ufual method. Hyrcan was indeed refiored 
to the pontifical dignity, with the fpecious title of prince, 
though from thenceforth tributary to Rome ; but he was t**^*^^* 
wholly divefted of his regal one, and forbid to refume eithsr-^®'’^** 
the diadem, or royal %le, or to extend his teiritory beyond 
the old borders of Judira. All the c ties which had been 
gained by his predcceflbrs in Cceujytia -dnA Phoeniciay were 
taken from him, and refioied to Syria (H), of which pro^ 
vince Scaurus was left governor, at the head of two Roman 
legions, to keep the countrv in awe, whild the conqueror 
prepared himfelf to return to Rome. 

But, before he left 'Jerufalcmy he gave thc^rwramore 
morti ying ftioke than any we have ^ct related. We have Pompey 
had frequent occafion to mention how jealous they were oienters into 
having their temple profaned by ftrangers, whom they 2k^^ci~iSetemple\ 
lutely debarred from fetting a foot into that holy phee. But 
Pompiyy as eager to fitisfy his cunofity, and to view the moft Year of 
facred rcccil'es of that building, caufed them to be opened to the flood 
him ; and, attended with a number of his chief commanders, 2185- 
penetrated even into the mod; holy place, into which the high- Bef. Chr. 
pried alone was permitted to enter once a year, on the grand 63. 
day of explafion He viewed with a curious e; e the golden t/VNJ 
table, candledick, confers, lamps, and other golden vcflcls, 
the great quantity of rich perfumes and fpices ufed in the di¬ 
vine wordiip; and in the treafury he found about two thou- 
fand talents. But whether the facrednefs of the place infpired 
him with an uncommon refpe^^ for thofe codly things, which 
he there faw, our author tells us ’^y that he not only forbore 
touch any of them, but that he immediately ordered 
Plieds and officers of the temple to purify it, and to offer 
tfieir facnfices according to cultom (I). 

Pompeyy having thus fubdued the "JewiJh nation, to prevent * 
a future revolt, pulled down the wails of yertifalcviy and leli-'* 

tS\ aui us 

See vol iii. p, 44, & feq. Vid & p. 50, note. * Joseph. 
ant. 1. xiv. c. 8. 

(H) Thcfe were, among many is alfo related by feveral heathen 
others of Icfs note, thofe of Hyr- authors: and, excepting fome dif- 
caniau, Scythopohs, Pei/a, Diony fetence in fmall particulars, al- 


Samaria, Manjfa, jizotus, Jam- 
nia. mAArethufay in the inland; 
together with Gaxoy JoppOy Dot Uy 
and the tower of Strato»y on the 
fea-coafls. 


moft to the fame purport with 
Jo/epbut. Cicero highly com¬ 
mends the refpeft that general 
fhewed to the facred uteirfils of 
the temple (9}. Livy, Oie~ 


(I) This expedition and fuc- Jins, EutropiUsy Straboy Lucan, 
cels of Pompey againft the yews Plutarcby Taettus, PlorsUy Dto, 

( 9 ) Otat. pro L. 
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AriftobU' Scaurus ^vemor with a fufRcient force. He (et out for Rome 
jascarried foon ^fter, ax\.d took with him Jriftobulus^ and bis two fons, 
to Rome. Alexander and Antigonus, with his two daughters, as cap¬ 
tives fit to adorn his future triumph. However, they 
Alexander were not, it feems, fo clofely guarded, but Alexander found 
retut ns III-means to efcape, and to return into fudeca \ where he foon 
to Judaea, drew a confidtrable party after him, which proved the fource 
of new and more grievous tioublcs (K). 

Antipa- As foon as HyicanioxxrA himfclf riJ of his rival brother, 
i^s'spoltty he rclapfcd afrefh into his indolence, leaving the care of his 
affairs to Atitipater^ who, like a tiue puliticnn, failed not to 
turn It to his advantage, and the aggrandizing of his family. 
He fortfaw, however, that he could not eafily compafs bis 
ends, unkfs he endeared himfelf to the ; and therefore 

fpared neither pains nor coft to gam their favour. Stanrus 
was loon after beholden to him lor a fupply of corn, and 
other provifion, without which his army, which he had lid 
againfi the metropolis of Arabia, muft have been in danger of 
peiifhing. This fcrvicc was followed by another, and Anti~ 
pater, who was fo well known to the king of Atalta, went 
and prevailed on that prince to pay three hundred talents to 
the Ron an general, and thereby favc his touiiiiy from .being 
ravaged by him (L). Thus 

and Appian, as well as PJutmcb, (K) As for his father and b|;a* 
have Jikewife made mention of ther, they were brought to Route, 
it. and led in triumph among the 

But this moderation of hts many ocher prinees whom Pant' 
did not hinder the Jev^s from pty had conquered. What be- 
refenting the indignity he had came of Attjlobulus afterwards, 
oflertd to chat holy place, more we may fee in the fequcl; but 
than all the mifchiets they had among the rich oils which PtHn' 
layered from him, and fiom pey clined with him, was the 
afenbing all the misfortunes that golden vine we have ^ken of in 
befel him afterwards, to this fa- the lafl fedbon. the worth of 
trilegious attempt (i) Many which is faid to have amounted 
Chnflians have been of tlie fame to five or fix hundred talents, and 
mind, ind men are indeed too which he dedicated to Jupiter 
apt to judge rafhly in matters of Capitolmus {z). 
ijtiis nature; but whatever may (L) It is alfo very probable, 
have been the caufc of chat great that Antipater was cl.e perfbn 
general's misfortunes, it is plain, who piocured thofe fervicesfrom 
that this viftory over the Jews Hytcan to the Athenians, for 
was the fall he ever gained, and which Jo/epbus tells us (3), they 
tliat from this time his ofiairs made that honourable a£t of their 
went from bad to worfe, as we fenate, in which the pontiff is 
(hall (hew when we come to the Ailed a great friend and benefac- 
Romott hiAory. lortoalitheC/rri(/,aridmorepar- 

(1) Antiq, /. xn. f P. (li) Antiq. ulu fjpra, dlje the authors fuot/d 

tn tU laft note. (3J Ant. h *iv, o. 9. 

ticulorly 
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Thus did that politic niinifter lay the foundations for hfs 
future grandeur, by fecuring the friendftiip Of diemoft power¬ 
ful ftates. Herod his fon followed the fame maxims, cfpeci^l- * 

ly with regard to the Romans and Athenians \ and thcicby 
completed what his father had^begun, as the fequel will foon 
fliew ^ 

In the mean time Alexander ha”ing got a ftrong party in Alexander 
yudeca^ and an army of ten thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 
norfe, began to raife and fortify fevcial eminent fortrefTcisdxa. 

{\xc\i as oi Alexandrian and Mathicren^ iituate near the 
foot of the Arabian mountains ; and from them made fre- Year of 
quent incurfions into fudera. Hyrcan was not in a conJiiion the flood 
to fupprefs him; on the contrary, having endeavoured to 2191. 
iheltcr himfelf from him by rebuilding the walls of his mttio-Bcf. Chr. 
polis, which had caufed to be cTemohnicd, ibo Romans^ 57 * 

always jealous of their new conquefls, had ordered him to 
defift i fo that he was forced to call tlicm to fupprefs this new . 

invader. Accordingly who was prelident of iSV/j, ^ an the 

and was lately come into that province, fent Ma\c Antony 
,with fome troops againft him, whilfl; himfelf and the rcfl; of 
his army were piepaiing to follow him. Antipater fent l.ke- 
wife fuch forces as he had raifed, to join the Roman general ; 
and tbefe buing followed by a number of Jews in the Ro?naa 
interefi, with Pitolaus at their head, Ahitamler was forced to 
retire into the neighbourhood of JerufaUm^ where a battle was .. , 

fifon after fought, in which he was dcieated, and loft three ^f**\*^ 
thoufand of his men, befides thofe that were taken prifoners. 

He was thence purfued to Alexandrian^ where he had refuged * 9 * 

himfelf, and there bcfiegcd by Gabinius ; but the place 

® Ant. 1 . xiv. c. 10, & fcq. 

tieularly to the Athenians ^ and an antient writer (5), that there 
for which they decreed him a was a temple in their academy 
crown of gold, and a flatue of dedicated to the hlufes, in which 
brafs, to be placed in the temple Plato fet up the llatucs of the 
of Dmus and the Graces. Graces ; and we do not readjthat 

The original has tk~ Ah/zk, the Athematts had any other 
which fome verfions render De- temple of the Mnfes bcfulcs that. 
muSf as we have, though our Archbiihopf^/^rrplaccs thisde- 
EngUflf one render it of the cree,andtliefcprefciits,in the ninth 
pe^le^ &c. A learned critic year of lUrcatih reign, from 
conjeAures, that there is an etror the death of ‘hii mother (6). lie 
crept into Jofephus, and that it there rcdifics an anachronifm in 
probably was the temple of the Jofephas coiicet ning it, which the 
Msfes and Graces^ or perham the readfer may fee in that learned 
temple of Aeadesnus, ana the author. 

‘Grarrr (4). For wc are told by 

(4) Colmtt. Hijk V. t. viii. fub A. M, W+j* t Utrg. I.atrt. in 
vUt Lmtifp% (6J Annal.pub an, C;. 
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Peace 

Modtisoith 

Alexan¬ 

der. 


ftnd we^ proaided, that general ordered a number of 
his troops to invefl; it, whilft he marched with the reft 
into Judaa, where he caufed the cities mentioned in a formeir 
note to be rebuilt, according to Pompeyh order. That of Sa¬ 
maria being one ©f them, he called it, from his own name, 
Gabimana j but Hired (oon affer changed it into that of Se- 
bajie *, as we (hall fee in its proper pi ice. Whilft Alexander 
was clofely befieged, he fent to defirc peace of the Roman ge¬ 
neral, promifing to furrender that fortrefs, and thofe of Ma~ 
Saron an I Hyreanion. About the Cirne time his mother, a 
wife and d.fcieet worn in, -whoiehvdbAnti (AtiJiobiJus) and 
her children were ftill kept prifoners .it Rome^ cainc to the 
Roman general; and partly by hci addicfs, and pirtly by her 
fervicts to him, infinuatul licrfclf fo much in his favour, 
thatfhe procured the peace oftcred by lit r Ion to be accepted, 
and him to bedifmilTcd with pinion nul impunity foi what he 
had done. After this Gabtnius oidtr.d the three foitrcflls de¬ 


livered up to him to be demolifl.cJ, that tluv might no longer 
be an occafion of frcfti rtvilts, and ilun ltd Jlyyirn^ who 
had, It feems, alTifted him in the Iilk, to yduJjJifn where 
he rcinftated him afrefh in Ins pvntifit.tl cligmtj. He then 
CA/wrg-r ^divided the province into five fcvcr.il diftnils, in c.ich of 
Jewiihvvhich he ereiSled a feparate court ot judicature ; the h'lft at 
govern’ yerufalem., the fecond at Giyluia^ the third at /// c.thj the 
fourth at Jertcho, and the fifth at S^pham in Galihe ^ ; by 
w'hich the government w.as clunt'^ed fiom a monnehy into ati 
ariftoCirtCV, and tlie Jevust wno had been till then governed 
by their own monarchic il pontiffs, fell uiidci the lubjcdh »n of 


a fet of domineei ing lords (M) 


In 


s Vid SyNCEL.ap U-iser. fabA M. 3979. ** Antiq, 1 . xiv« 


c. ID. & bill jud. 1 1 CD 

(M) The Jeivf had till no'v 
hem governed by two forts of 
'* councils, or courts of judicature, 
under the’r fbvereign. 'Ihefc 
councils or fanhednns were of 
two forts, the inferior confiding 
of twenty-three, and the greater 
one of feveiity-tvvo perfons; and 
this latter was emphatically call¬ 
ed the grand fanhedrin. Of the 
lefifer fort there was one in every 
efty, and two at Jet ufalem, where 
was a greater concourfe of 
people and biiiinefs. The grand 


one fit only .it Jaufnhm, and 
had a place appropn iced to them 
in the temple W e have had 
frequent occafion to fpeak of this 
laff in feveral parts of this hiilory; 
and Ihall only add here, that it 
'as the laft refort to which all 
othei inferior ones might appeal, 
and from whofe fentence th^e 
could be no appeal Both forts 
were abohfhed by Gabtmuit who 
erefled in heu of them a conft id ^ 
each of the five diftrif^s indfpend-'> 
cat of each other, and endowed 

them 
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In tb«n(ican time Arijlahulus found means, towards the latter llriftoba^ 
end of the year, to efcape out of the prifon, into which he lus t/eapt* 
had been retnanded after Pompey *9 triumph, and to return into »«'* Ju- 
yudaa with his fon Antigonw, Here he was foon joined by a ^*s* 
confiderable number of yews, and among the rtfi by Pitolaus, 
who had till then been a chief leader of the Reman pai ty. 

But a great number of them coming to him without arms, he 
was forced to difnjtifs them, and only referved eight thoufand 
(lout men, with whom he went to fecure and rebuild the 
^aftle of Alexandi ion, which had been demohfhed by Gahinius ; 
but this laft fent Cafenna, Marc Antony, and Setvilius, againft 
him, who, in fpight of the biavcryot his fmill army, defeated 
him, killed five thoufand of his men, and fo ced inm tolly into 
the ruinated rail lcof^it/^*.i^^>«, with only a fh ufand men he had 
left, the rtft having took their flight where they could. The 
Romans did not give him time to fortify himfelf, but came and ^^featei, 
befieged him, and after two days flout rcfiftance, took him 
by allault, covered with wounds, and fent him and his 
prifoners to Rome, where he was conveyed into his old piifun. 

But Gabimus wrote foon afar to the fenate, and informed 
them of the promife he had mide to Atijlohidus's wife, upon 
the delivery of the yewijh foi’^rcflcs; wliercupon the refl of 
his family were ordered to be let at liberty, and he only was 
kept prifoncr during the r^’fl of his life >. Gobhiins be.ng , 
the next year united into Eg)pt to Ptole/'y AnLtes m 
thc^'ecovery of his kingdom, as ius been lelatcJ in another 
volume Hyt'in, or SAthGt Anirp(.tt'\ proved very fervicc- ' 
able to that gcncial, not opIv l>y furniflung him with necef- „ _ 

fary provifiions of corn, arm,, and money, ‘or liis army ; , ^n*^**j 
but alfb by writing to the yiWi of Oaion near Pi/ /' an, which ^ 
was the key of that part of I npt, to loi wird th^ Ro'^ans to 
the beft of tlivir power. IJy this means (nilin us and ^Aarc ’ g 

Antony calily fucettded in this cxpidition, wiiah might othtr- 
Wife have proved too haul for them (N). 

During 

* Jos. ibid. 4 Maccajj. c. i i. Vol. ix. p. 444 &. feq. 


them with the fovereign powei, 
fyom which no .ippeal could be 
made but to Rome 

The talmud however tells 
(7}, that they retained a kim] of 
council of three to decide all their 
fontsoverfies i^utbargains,falcs, 
And fucK private matters. 
E^h of the contending parties 
fiudk A judge frqm among them" 
f t) *ti aS. fanbtdrtn. 


felvc*-, and ihefe twochofeathird, 
and the three ufed to decide thufe 
conttovcrfies .xinong them; which 
was perhapb done ciiicfly to avoid 
the charge, tiftuble, or rather 
injuftice and arbitrarinefa, oi 
the courts eiedcd by the Ro^ 
mans, 

(N) The fourth book of Mac¬ 
cabees (^) tells us, that CabiniHS 
fS) Cap. .\1. 

having 
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Alexaiufer.. DuRiKG this Egyptian expedition, Alexander taking dioad*^, 
raifes new vantage of C.efenna's weafcnefs, a rafli unexperienced yot^by' 
trouble*, whom Gabittius had left to command in Syria with a fiflafl 
number of troops, had got a confiderable army, and was ett-l 
Year of tcred yudaa^ which was by this time filled with banditti ancP 
the flood free booters, who plundered cvery-where without controul. 

* 293 / Kc (jll Oil the Romans where-ever he met them, ,and killed a. 
Bef. Cbr. great o Jinber of them : the reft retired to mount (jirr/zz/m, 
5S‘ whither he came foon after, and riofelv befieged them. The 
.news of this having brought Gabinius into juJiCa, the firft 

i Anthia* to try by fair means to 

^ ^ withdraw the rcvoltcrs from A'.exan..Ur\ parly ; and this con- 

fummate politician a£tcd iiis part fo well, that he brought 
back a confiderable number of them. But all his acJre/s- 


could not perfuade Alexander to come to any terms. On the 
contrary, this laft, enraged to fee fuch a defedfion of bis 
men, refolved, with the thirty thoufand he had left, to put iM 
Thfeated * battle. It was accordingly fought near mount 

ly Gabi- ^obor, and he totally defeated, with the lofs of ten thoufand 
nius. killed on the fpot, and tiie reft put to flight. Gabinius^ 

after this viiSlory, returned to ^erttfaleniy where he fettled 
affairs according to Antipatcr's mind, and left Ju-^ 
CraflTus deea, and foon after the government of Syria j.and w*as luc- 
fintgo-vtr-cted^A by Crajfus as will be farther fccii in. the Rommhir 
taro/ Ju-ftory in the next chapter. 

daca. This laft, upon his coming into his new governmAit, 

found the whole province, and particularly Judaay in peace. 
Year of fo that he was at Icifure to purfue bis favourite defign of m-" 
the flood vading the Parthians ; for which expedition he had obtained, 
2294 -* though with fome difficulty, a decree from the fenate As 
Bcf. (.'hr-avarice was the chief paffion that puflied him to it, he began 
34' with plundering the temple of jerufalemy not only of the 
two thoufand talents which Pompey had left there untouched, 
but of every thing he found valuable in it, to the fum of 
e^t thoufand Attic talents more. Among thefe was a large 
beam of mafly gold, covered with another hollow beam, 
which went acrofs the partition, which divided the holy from 
the mofl holy place. "J'he veil that feparated thofe two roPms 
was faftened to it, and over it they threw all the old veils, 
whenever they hung a new ore ; fo that this valuable piece. 


^ Joseph. 4 Maccab. Dio Cass, ubi fiipra. 
xtxlx. Vid. & PtuTARCH. in CrafT. 


Dio, lib. 


having fent to defire Hyrcan to after which,they coming 
come and join him in Egypt, the Judaea, the Roman geimro re- 
j^gh'prielt fent his favoarite An- newed his alliance and friendffflj^ 
fater with an army to him, with the Tirxv^funtiif, and then 
who helped him to beat the £- returned to Rame, 
gyptians, and reftore the king; whi^ 



li'W"'","' if tit fetit. 


% 

K 

t 


S79^ 

'which weighed three hundred Hebrew minae (O),' was fo well 
iC<m^led, that none knew of it but the trealurer of the 
: ^temple. A prieft named Eleazaty then in that poft, and be- CralTus’j 
jjpg apprifed of Crajfus*s plundering defign. Was imprudent 
^ough to endeavour to fave all the reft of the coitly temple- and f^ri- 
furniture at the expence of this; but did not difcover it to lege. 
him, till he had made him fwear that he would (pare the reft; 
but the greedy governor made no fcruple to break his oath, 
and to plunder that holy place of every valuable thing he could 
lay his hands on, without fparing the moft facred utenftls be¬ 
longing to it. The whole amount of this facrilegious plun¬ 
der was fo great, that yofephuSy feaiing it would fcarcely be 
credited by other nations, is forced to appeal to the writings 
of Sirabo of Cappadocia^ and other records, not now extant 
What we have laid at the end of the laft note will further 
confirm his account, and the immenfe treafu res of which that 
tapacious governor ftripped that facred place, the* it amounts to 
ten thoufand talents ; that is^above two millions of our money. 

Cvajfui being killed in hisTtfrr/;/tfnexpedition,C47^r brougnt 
the ihattered remnant of his army into Syria, to fupprefs the Paffnc*. 
incurflons which the now elated made into that 

province \ stnd here he gave them fo many overthrows^ that 5y|.j2^ 
he foon forced*them to fend home for a frefh fupply of troops. 

From thence he marched into Judaa, where he befieged 3 ^- 
richaa, a city on the fouth Ihore of the lake Gennexareth, ® 
where Pitolaus had fliut himfelf up with the few remains of 
Arijiobului*^ faiClion ; and, having taken it, carried away thirty * * 

thoufand prifoners ; and Pitolaus was put to death by the advice 
of Antipater, to prevent his raifing new troubles in favour of 
Ariftebulus (P). As for Alexander, CaJJius contented him¬ 
felf 

“ Anti(|. 1 . xiv. c. 12. 


(O) The mina amounted to 
about two pounds and an half of 
.our weight, fo that the whole 
bar or beam weighed about feven 
hundred and fifty pounds. The 
fourth book of Maccabees adds, 
that all the old veils, which were 
taken down, when a new one was 
hung tip (and which were all ex- 
treniely richand beautiful), ufed 
thrown over it. Bcfidcs 
Totlwr coftly utenfils and 
omaHRnts of the temple, we 
mky add the continual offerings 
ftht to it by the yews from all 
(9) Ctf/. xli. 


parts of AJia and Europe i but 
efpecially thofe which jycre pre- 
fented «to it, not only by the 
yenuijTf monarch^, but by thofe 
uf other nations, of which we 
have given foinc inilances in a 
former fedion out of the fourth 
book of the Maccabees (9). 

(P) The foijrth book of the 
Maccabees adds (1), that Cajjiue 
came afterwards to yerufalem, 
and there reconciled Hyrean to 
his fubjeds, who were then in 
open rebellion againft him. 

This is chat Caffius who had 
( 1 ) CaMxl. 

formerly 
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Clihe to him, and preferreJ a fevere complaint a^nft Hyrean 
and Antipater , for the injuries which he pretended they had 
done to him ; and at the fame time reprefented to him the 
misfortunes of his family, for having ftuck clofe to his in- 
tereft ; and particularly the poifoning of his father by Pompey^ 
and the beheading of his brother by Stipio : in confideration 
of all vt^hich, he concluded with a petition to the emperor, 
that he would reftore him to his father’s principality, of which 
Hyrcan had unjuftly ftripped him. But, unfortunately for 
him. Antipater was then attending upon Ceefar, who defend* 
Antigo- cd his own and Hyrean's caufe fo well, that they were both 
vm'speti- abfolved with applaufe, and Antigonus repulfed as a factious 
/w«/«Cae-and turbulent perfon, that could never be at reft. Antipater 
iar rtjeSi- added farther, that, as to Antigonus* % father, he had been juftly 
fent prifoner to Rome^ for being a conftant enemy to the Ro- 
man nation ; and that his brother had been defervedly* be¬ 
headed for plundering and ravaging that of the Jews. Cee^ 
far had too many obligations to Hyrcan and Antipatery not 
to admit of a much weaker vindication of their caufe. 


^ But he was refolved to do more than the bare acquitting of 

Cxiar X them ^ hg confirmed his former decree in favour of them, 

and of the Jewijh nation ; and caufed it to be engraved on 
^rcan tables in Latin and Greeks and to be* hung up in the 

pubitjhed Stdony and Afcalm ( R ), as well as in the 

( R) This decree, which at ** trufly friends; and ordain, 
once abolifhed the arillocracy that all the legal and pSntifi* 
lately fet up by Gahinius^ and “ csl rights and privileges be de- 
redored the Je-wiJh ilate to its volved upon him and his ions 
pnftine fovereignty, has been ** for ever; and that in all con- 
preferved to us by '‘fofephus (5), ** troverfies that fhall arife con.* 
and runs to this eficQ. ■ ** cerning the rights and difei- 

** fu/tus Ctefar, etnperor and ** plineot the^xw/, he, or they, 
“ diftator the fccond time, fcfc. ** be the only judges; and fur- 
** Forafmuch as Hyteanus the ** ther, that thefevis be hence* 


“ fon of Alexander^ a Je<Wy “ forth difcharged from the bur- 
** hath given us many finguUr ** den of winter-quarters, and 
proofs of his aifedion, both in all public tribute.” 

** time of peace and war, and About the feme time the At6e~ 
** particularly by the fupply niam renewed their alliance with 
** fent to me in the late war; in Hyrcan, and fent their decree to 
** confideration of thofe fervices, Jerufalem, in which they ac* 
** I do hereby confirm unto him, knowlege that pontilTs fingular 
** and his heirs, the perpetual and conilant friendihip to all the 
*' government of the Jews, both Greeks, and to their own repub- 
** as their prince and high-prieft, lie in particular. The leader 
** after the manner and rule of nuy fee it at large in Ji(epiw, 
** their own laws. 1 inrol him, in the place laft quoted. 

** from henceforth, among my 


(5} Anttf, /. xiv. r. 17. 


Capitd 
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Qipitolzt Rem ; whether ft fent, foon after, his embaf-HynanV 
iadors, to renew the alliance with that nation ; which was,««f&^r» 
by his order, puAlifhed in all the principal cities of the em> Rome, 
pire, that all the world might know, that the were ac- 
knowlegcd the friends and allies of Rom. Thcfe emtufla- 
dors, who were there received with great marks of honour, 
obtained likewife a permiflbry decree for die fortifying of Je^ 
rufaUmy and for rebuilding the wall, which had been pulled 
down by Pompey * (S). 

Cafar, having left the government of Syria to Sextus Cafar 
his near relation, was accompanied by Antipater as far as Tyrcy 
where he embarked for Sicily, On his return to Jerufuleniy 
Antipater took care, in every place he came through, to ex- Antipa- 
tol the Roman emperor and nation, and to exhort the people terV Ingh 
to peace and obedience; reprefenting to them, with his \i(\izU»comimm 
eloquence, that, whilft they behaved like faithful fubje£ls,««Ciefar 
they would be blefled with a mild government, and enjoy ""d /Ar 
their rights, liberties, and religion; but that, if they grew^’®*®*®*- 
difeontented and mutinous, they would foon find themfelves 
forced to fuhmit to a feverer yoke; and that Hyrcan^ from 
a mild and pacific prince, might eafily become their tyrant, 
and the Romansy from friends and protciflors, would not fail 
to turn thcir'bitter enemies. I'his vv'as not faid fo much to J!h^~ 
keep the Jews in obedience to Hyrcany whofe ftupidity lar poUty 

t in it, 

* Jos. Antiq. I. xx. c. 7. &r bell Jud 1 . i. c. 7. 


(S) The fourth Iwok of Mac¬ 
cabees adds (6), that Ca-far did 
tbefe embaifadors the lingular 
honour of making them fit down 
in his prefence : and, a little 
lower, that that emperor had 
decreed for himfelf and fuccelTors, 
that all the maritim part of the 
Syrian province, from Gafca to 
SedoUf ftould pay yearly to the 
JtwiJh temple the tribute they 
were wont to pay to the empire; 
and that that of the town of Sidon 
amounted yearly to twenty thou- 
fand five hundred and fifty mea- 
fures of wheat; and that the ci¬ 
ties ofand other’^ywhich 
liad been formerly in the polfef- 
£en of the high-priefts ihould 


bo now furrendered to Hyrtan. 
All thefe grants, our author 
fays, were bellowed on the Jew- 
ijh nation, in confideration of 
the eminent ferviccs which they, 
and Antipater at their head, had 
done the emperor in his Parthian 
expedition. But whether he 
really was Cent thither by Che 
high'prieil, as is there affirmed, it 
is certain, that this great change, 
in favour of the Je<wst was ow¬ 
ing to the wifdom, condufl, and 
valour of An^ipater : and how 
much it contributed to raife his 
intereft, net only in Juiaoy buc 
in Rome and other nations, tlie 
fequel will foon fhew. 


(6) Cap. xliT, 


indolence^ 
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indoltitice, yojipbus himfelf tells us, was but too vifible to 
all hisfubjeits; but, by thus over-awing them with the dread of 
the Romans anger, he plainly intimarcd to them his own credk 
and intereft with them to be fuch, that they would never fee 
his meafures oppofed, without intcrpurmg their own autho¬ 
rity i and thcrefoic clofed the whol^ with thefe words; “ For 
“ they (the Romans) will be obeyed By thefe fpeeches 
he gained two mam ends; he kept a divided and faftious 
people in awe, and took the advanMge of his own cftablifhcd 
power, and of Hyican\ weaknefs, to dg^'rindizc his family, 
RthmUt Upon hisarnvil AX.yeru,akn^ he fit biinlclf about put- 
tbe vhills ting Cafti' ’s decree in for c, and fettling, or rather reftoring, 
of jerufa-the Jh government to its antient model, and ordering the 
repairs or the walh and ‘ortifivatioiis of "Jerufaltm^ which had 
been dcmoliflied by P mpey. He mide lih cldeft fon Phafael 
Herod governor of that imtiopo'is, and Hirod^ his fe'ond fon, go- 
tnadego- yernor of Galilee ( P) , whilft he and the high-prieft took a 
progrefs about Ju/laa^ to fettle the government and peace of 
the kingdom. Hero I foon fignali/ed liimielf by the fuppref- 
fion of a bind of robber'., who hid, till then, niu..h infeffed 
H/s/*ff«/rth3t and the neighbouring provinces. He took their chief, 
named Hezcltab^ witli fonic othei. of his com,unions, whom 
Jews, he put to immediate death, ami thereby difpeifed the reft of 
their gang. This aiftion faded not to recomminii him, not only 
to the whole prov n c, but more pinicularly to Sextus Cafqrt 
the new prefident of Syria. C)n the oiht. rhand his elder brother 
neglecled nothing tbit could endvar him to the people of 
Phafael yerufalem, over which he was povtr.ior , fo that Antipater faw 
governor with pleafure himfclf and Ins Tons become the d i lings of the 
of Jeru- nation, without leflening, at lc.ift outw.ndU, any part of their 
ialem. refpeift to the higli prieft, who feemed ftill 1 1 be at the head of 
all the national uftairs, and to give his fam^ion to them, 

“ Antiq. ubi fupra, in fin. c. i6, 

{^) Antipater boAfdMtionshy Ptolemy, and "Rtcolas Pimafeen^ 
his wife Cyprisp who were, by give him twrty-five year*; and 
this time, grown up to maturity, < ur learned Ufier has made it api- 
and in great reputation for their pear,thac he could havenoler'.( 7 ). 
wifilom and valour. We have The third fon was ca led fo- 
mentioned the two firft in the /ieph, and the fourth Pheroras. 
text: Jo/ephm indeed allows the He had alfo a daughter named 
latter of them but fifteen years Salome, who became afterwards 
of age, but that mufl beamif- infamous for the feuds and di¬ 
take, either of that hiftorian, or vifions which (he created in Ihu: 
rather of hu copyifis: for both family,asweihallfeeinthefeqae{* 

(7) Sub A M. 3037. FA & Prid, cetitieff, fui an. A, C. ^7, 

But 
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But it was this greatnefs, this cxccffive growing power of Antipater 
Antipater, which raifed at length the envy and jealoufy of the twviedby 
principal ^Jews, Herod^s a£l:ion wis doubtlefs a noble one, Jews, 
and the country felt the benefit of it. but he ' ad gone fome 
unjuftifiable lengths in it, in putting the banditti to death by Herod «r- 
his own authority, and without any formal tryal, and this theycufed^ 
looked upon as an earnefl of what he might do in time, if 
his entcrprifing genius was not nipped in the bud. This made 
them at length refolve to try to open the tyts of their indolent 
pontift, and to prevail upon him to fummon that young hero 
to come and aniwer to this and fome other aecufdtions, before 
him and the finhedrin. 

Up who hiJ a great fnendfhip for him, betrayed at 
this junfture an extreme partiality, in excufing him of feveial 
Climes they alleged againft him. They in vain reprefented-^^^'^'"* 
to him, how dangerous it was for him to iuffer the fon of a 
profcl) te, who had already ingrofTed all the power and honour, ^ 
and left him only the bare title of fovertign, to arrogate to qj^ 
himfelf fuch an unlimited authority, as to put a number of ^5^ 
men to death without tryal, or even without afking his or the 
fanhedrin’s confent. At length, fince they could not work 
upon his fears, they tried to roufe his pity, by the daily cla¬ 
mours of the mothers of thofe whom Hetod bad put to death; 
and who cealed not to come daily to the temple, to demand 
jufticc of him, for fo daring and unwarranted an affront on hiS 
di^iity. Ilyttan was at length prevailed upon to fend his 
fummons to u m, to come and anfwer to the charge before 
him and the faahetirm. Herod appeared accordingly , but mAppeats 
fuch a guife, and with fjch a numcious retinue, as 
them to underftaiid, that he came not as a private perfon,® 
much lefs as a criminil to be judgid by them. He was*""' 
cloathed in purple, and, by his fathcr’o advice, brought fuch 
a number of fervants, as (liould be lufEcient to defend him, 
in cafe he was condemned , and yet not fu numerous, as to 
raife any jealoufy in the friendly high prieft lie alfo brought 
letters to him from 'iextus C'cfm , with expiefs orders to acquit 
him, and threatening him with his highefi lefentment, in cafe 
of non-compiiance. 

These Ictteis feem indeed to have been calcuhtcd to inti¬ 
midate the fanhedrin, rither thin to lecommend Hiiod\ caufe 
to the high-piieft, who was alieady fufliciently in his intereft. 
Accordingly, when he appeared betoie that high court, he 
ftruck fuch an awe upon them, that none of his accufers 
dared to open their mouths againft him. At length S imeaA 

a man in great efteem for his wifdoin and inteRncu had tbi j,obJe 
courage to ftand up, and arraign him, not only for h j (yvmcrjpee*h 
^ime, but much more now tor his unjuftifiible boldncfs, in 
VoL. X. Cc ajicaimg. 
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appearing, contrary to the laws of all nations, not intheguirp 
of an accufed perfoiiybut in that of an arrogant and threatening 
commander, who came rather to frighten his judges, than to 
clear himfelf of his accufation. 1 do not, at the fame time, 
continued he, fo much blame him for the infblent means he 
takes to feciire his forfeited life. What furprifes me is, to 
fee both the high-pnelf and his judges thus tamely to permit 
it: but take notice of what 1 am going to tell you, faid he, 
turning to them ; God is a righteous and powerful Judge, 
and this \ ery man, whom you now ftrive to acquit, in com- 
plaifancc to fliall prove the ruin of both king and 

judges. How true a prophet he proved, the fequel will fhewj 
for Herod was no 1 oner got into the poflcflion of the govern¬ 
ment, than he put both the high prieft and all his cowardly 
judges to death, except Sameas and Pallia, for whom he re¬ 
tained a fingular tftcem ever after (T). Here Hyrcan obftrv- 
ing, that his fpeech hid made (uch an impreiHon on the court, 
that the majoiity weic like to be againft Herod, adjourned 
the court till next day, whiilt he fent private advice to him to 
flee foi his life ; which he accordingly did, and went to Da- 
rruiftus, where hiving glined the proteftion of the Synan go¬ 
vernor, he fent the finhedrin word, that if they fhuuld take 
it into their heads to fummon him afrefh, he would difciaiin 
their JurirdiCl;ion. This contemptuous mefl'age threw the judges 
into a frefh fit of rage ; they vented their refentments againft 
the pontiff, and fliove in vain to awaken him into a fenfe^of 
his danger , he remained deaf and infenfible to the laft ^ (U), 

About 
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t [ ) S n. rr', or a' the rabbins 
1 im, ‘'Z in '■ 71 , was, .itcoid 
ing to Jd phts {\), the difciplc 
ot Fcili , another Icirned Jtnx.tJh 
ilof^or in great elltem with He- 
fod, not unlikely the fame which 
the rabbles cill ZZ/Z/pZ, for this 
latte I Jiai iiig been a famous di- 
fciplt oiStir/naf oi And 

lulling in proufsof lime proved 
tlie antagonifi of his inalltr, ar. I 
tie founder of that famed Ichool, 
which n tamed his name, it is a 
wonder y'jJ,phus fhould never 
mention him, wheicas he fpeaks 
veiy lionourably of Pollto in fe- 
s c’-J places of hib hiftory. 

(i) 


We fhall have occafion to 
fpeak to that point, as well as the 
rupture of thofe two famed 
fchools, in a proper place. All 
we ihall add concerning them hem 
is, a rabbinic proverb much in 
vogue among the Jiws. Be cour¬ 
teous as Htllel, and intrepid as 
Shammat 

(U) In the mean time Herod, 
having with a large fum of money 
purchafed the government of 
Calefyrta of his friend Sexiu^ 
Cafar, raifed an army with an 
intent to march againft Jerufa- 
lent, and be revenged of Hyrcan 
and the fanhedrin for the affront 

I, XV. C. I. 

they 
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About two years after this, Hyrcan, ha^^g fcnt Bn em- Year of 
bafiy to Cafar^ who was by this time entered into his fifth the flood 
confulfhip, to renew his alliance with him, obtained a frefh ^304* 
decree for the foitifying of Jerufalem, which /Intipater im- Chr. 
mediately put in execution j and that metropolis was foon 44 * 
after laifcd to its priftine fplendor and flrcngtli. Ctefar 
moreover granted fome farther privileges to thtjews^ in con- tJiU e* 
fideration, as he exprefl'ed it, ot the lignal fervices they had grantedtB 
done to him in Syria and Egypt, The reader may fee them^^^jc^,^ 
more fully in Jofephtts. As for Hyrcariy he gave him leave 
to govern in Jerufalem according to his pleafurc, and con- 
Armed to him the grant of all the towns and villages which 
had been pofTeflcd by his anceftors ; that the lands and other 
piivileges, which the Romans had bellowed on the kings of 
Syria and Phoenicia^ on account of the alliance that had been 
between them, fhould like wife be bellowed on him and his 
fuccedbrs; that he, they, and their embafladors, ihould have 
the liberty of fitting down with the Roman fenators in all 
public Ihews and games ; and hilly, that when they had any 
petition to prefer to the fenate, they Ihould be introduced by 
the didlator, or by the mailer of the horfe j and that they 
Ihould have an anfwer within ten days *. In a word, fuch 
was that emperor’s gratitude and friendlhip to the yews, fo 
many and confiderable the immunities and privileges which 
bf heaped upon their pontiff and nation, that they could 
hardly be faid to feci the weight of the Roman yoke. 

But this happy Hate was foon at an end. Two remark- Sextus and 
able accidents happened, one on the heels of the other, the juhusCsc- 
one in 'Judaa, and the other at Rome, which brought on afarmur- 
feries of difliaiflion and feuds in both. In the former, Sextus dertd, 
Cafar was treacheroufly murdered by Bajfus ; and Cafar 
himfelf at Rome by Brutus and Cajjius, and their alTociates, 
as fhall be better feen m the Roman luHory. Marc Antony 
and Dolabella, who W''re then confuls, alTembled the fenate; 
and the embalTadors from yudesa, among others, were ad- 


* Id. ibid. & bell. Jud. ubi fupra. 

they had put upon him ; but he they enjoyed. Ihrod acquiefeed 
was happily diverted fiom it Jby for the prefent, and was fatisfied 
Antiyatir and Phajael, wno re- with having given them fuch a 
minded him of his great obli- token of what he could do when- 
gations to that pontilF, to whom ever occailon offered, and re- 
DQth he and they were beholden mained quiet in his province (a), 
for all the power and grandeur 

(;) jlntij, /. xiv. f. 17. 

Cc z 


mitted 
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mitted to renew their alliance with them (Wji. By this time 
Year of Baffus had feized upon the government of Syria, but was 
the flood foon after driven out of it by Ca^us ; who immediately came 
. 2305. thither after Cafar^s death, and took the command of the 
Bef. Chr. troops upon him, who were then befieging the allaflin 

43 * of SMus, in the city of Jpama. Cajfius, having drawn him 
^^-P^and Marcus into his party, raifed the fiege of the place, and 
got all Syria into his pofleflion. He was however obliged to 
g ^^^Icvy new troops to reinforce his army; and, hearing that 
Aiienus, one of Dolabella's lieutenants, was marching through 
*Judaa with four legions fent to that conful by Cleopatra, he- 
pofted himfclf fo advantageoufly, that he furrounded and in* 
tercepted him with a double number of his own forces, and 
took them all into his fervice. Having by this time got an 
army of twelve legions, which could not be fubfifted without 
r • r great cxpcnce, he was forced to levy very large tributes on 
Aa«- province, particularly on Judaa, which he taxed at feven 
dredta- hundred talents. Antipater, who knew the neceflity that 
lents on general was in of fome immediate fupply, and the confeqiience 
Judaea, of gaining his favour by fending him a fpeedy one, com¬ 
mitted the levying one half of that fum to his fons Phajael 
and Herod, and ordered the reft to be raifed by one AAailchus 
Herod and fome affociates. Herod failed not to take this opportunity 
ettid'Phz- of ingratiating himfelf to CaJJius, by bringing him the hundred 
{^Xfend talents which were afligned to his government; and as hfi 
him their complied with his orders, that general con-, 

quota, ceived a great eftcem for him. His brother came foon after; 

but the reft of the governors not having followed their ex- 
liisfeve- amples, particularly thofe of Gophna, Emmaus, Lydda, 
rityto^ZrT^bamna, and fome other cities of Judisa, CaJJius ordered all 
lichus,&c. their inhabitants to be fold by audlion, and would have put 
Malichus to death, had not the high-prieft redeemed him at 
the expence of an hundred talents, which he fent him out of 
Jiis own coffers r. 

Cajfius, being foon after forced to march againft DolabeUa, 
left the government of Ceslcfyria to Herod, as an earneft ot 

y Antiq. 1. xiv. c. 1 8. Bell. Jud. 1. i. c. 9 . 

(W) Purfuant to which (fome Ion of their being obliged to ob- 
of the Afiaiic having bteu ferve the fabbath; and obtained 
forced to jnrol thctnfclves in the a letter from the conful to the 
Koman zxmy] I Jyrean {exit, to com- governor oi Ephef us, injoining 
plain to /)»/«/■*//«,reminding him, him to fee, that thej^wr were fet 
tliat the yc'rc.f were wont to be free, and reflored to the exerciie ^ 
exempted from the war, by rea- of their religion and laws (3). 

(jj Id. did. 


hi? 
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his future friendfiiip ; but MaUchus in the mean time, who Malichus 
bore a mortal hatred againft (X), and faw him 'f/\xhcottJj^tres 

an envious eye holding alone the reins of government, re- agmnft 
folvcd to rid liimfelf anJ the nation of him. Antipater having 
had timely notice of his treacherous defign, prdently retired 
to the other fide of ^ytiyordan^ and there railed fomc forces, 
and put himfelf in a pollure of defence. Whereupon Ma- Sooths him 
Itchu^i finding his plot was difcovered, came to him in Ztntoare- 
feeming friendly manner, and by oaths, proteftations, andr0»a/r<i- 
other crafty infinu itions, eafily perfuaded him of his inno- tton. 
cency, and a rcconciliition was made between them. An~ 
ttpatet was even foictd to make ufe of all his interefl with 
Mmeus^ now governor of and who was well ac¬ 

quainted with all his private plots, to prevent his putting him 
to death. But Malichus was not to be wrought on b) fneh 
an unparaPded generofity, whilft he beheld his rival s intereft 
raifed ftill highei by it. Poi about this time Cajftut aiidil/.ir- Herod 
who had beftowed the government of /a on his 

fon Heiody had engaged his fidelity to them by a promife to 
make him king of 'Judteay as foon as the war now begun 
agiinft Alan, Antony ^ and the young Oilavius^ fince named 
Angujlus^ WAS ended. This made him dread the txctffive 
power of Antipnttr to fucli a degree, thit upon tnc fi-ft op- Antipater 
portunity, which uas fooii aftei offered, when he wa^ xopoifm d hy 
efine with the high-piitfi:, he biibeJ that pontiff’s butler to Mahehus. 
poifon him in a g] ifs of w ne, vtbilil himfdt with an armed 
force fci7td upon the government of ^lyujaltm Phajael 
and Htiodcx^i]) pcrccued, that Maluhus was at the bottom 
of this \illiiny, notwithftanding hb vows and piotcftations to 
the contraiy , and Heiod^ who was of a fierce temper, was 
for immediately revenging the fa£t with open force , but his 
brothel, who rightly judged, that it would be much fafer to 


(X) Mail!, bus was a Je-w ; he 
and Antipatn had been the mam 
fuppfnteis of Hytcat's intereft; 
fo til It he could not behold his 
rival, who was of IJumean race, 
as wc have liinted befoic, pre 
ferred before him without»the 
deepeft envy and regret, and this 
was tlie moiiv c which made him 
confpiie agamft him, not doubt 
ing, but, if he was once removed, 
hnnfclf would be at the Jiead of 
the Ji affairs. 

( 4 ) a 


The fourth book of tlie Mac- 
cables fays indeed (4), that they 
were the head of tnc Jnufi na¬ 
tion, who confpiied agamft 
patir , and veij 11 cly Mahihus 
had diawn a great number into 
the fame blaiik^defign ; it bung 
as great a moi tifieation to diem 
as to himfelf, to fee their prince 
held in a kind of feivitudc by a 
ftmnger, who had ingioffed all 
tlie pow'er into his iiand 


diffemble 
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dlfTemble for the prefent, and to punjfli the aflaflin by fomo 
private ftratagem, without involving the nation in a civil 
war, cafily brought him over to his opinion *. 

Malichus Accordingly, thcfe two brothers feigning to believe 
aut’witted Mahcbus innocent of their father’s death, the cldeft went 
Herod and bufied himfelf with rearing a ftately monument to him, 
whilfl: Hetod went into Samar under pretence of fup- 
prefling fome turbulent fpirits there. He came fome time 
after to Jerufalem, attended with a number of his men of 
war, to aflift at the fcaft of pentecoft , and MaltcIriSy who 
was afraid of fcmething worfc, prevailed orxHyrcan to forbid 
him to enter that metiopolis with fuch an efcort, as would 
Herod en- profane that folemnity. Httoly dcfpifing his orders, entered 
Jeru- the city by night, but forbore attempting any thing againft 
falem his enemy, though he had received full pow er from CaJJius to 
revenge his father’s death on th it allallin. But a much better 
opportunity offered itf^lf foo i after, in which MaliJms was 
caught in his own cnftmef> Caffiu had taken Laodicca^ and 
all the chief lords of Syria and PaUtJline haftened thither with 
their prefents and congratuhtions, and Malichus having left 
his fon hoftage with that governor, dcligned to h i\ e faken 
that opportunity of getting him oft, and to have gone back 
and excited a revolt m f ida.a, whilft the Romans were taken 
up with their ciiil wars, and then to hive mide a bold pufji 
for the fewifi) crown Whether Htiod knew his whole de- 
fign or no, he rightly guefled, that he would not fail to pay 
his compliment^ to the conqueior, and fo he did accordingly, 
Caufes accompanying the ftwtjh pontift thither Hi rod fell m with 
Malichus them in thewiy, and having hrft obtained from Caffius * 
tobeaffaf order to the T-\iians to aliift him in the punifhmcnt of Ma~ 
Jinatid lichus, he invited Hynan ind him to a fupper he had pie- 
pared for them in the neighbourhood ofTyi^, and fent his 
fervants into that citj, under pretence of getting all things 
ready ; but in reality, to acqinint the officers and ganfon 
of that 1 ity With Cajjtus\ orders, 1 hefe (allied out accord¬ 
ingly, and having overtaken him, as many as could come at 
him, at once ftie ithed their diggers into his body. Hyrcan 
upon hearing the news of his i uh, remained thundcrftruck 
for fome time. ^ At length, Invmg recovered himfelf, he 
afked, b) whoft orders he had been killed ? and Hirad hiving 
calmly anfwcred. By CaJfms’Sy he replied, that he could not 
but highly applaud the deed, ftnee it had rid him of a very 
dangerous enemy *. 

* Ant hb XIV c 20. * Bell Jud ubi fupra. Antiq ubi 

fnpra, cap 20, 

But 
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But Malichus had left a brother behind himj as turbulent 
as liimfelf; who, under the fpecious pretence of revenging 
his brother’s death, put Judaa again into t flime, whilft 
CaJJius was gone to join Brutus in jfia. who at that Mw 

time was left at the head of fome Roman forces at Jtrufalem^t*otthUs{n 
leems alfo to have been gained on I'nt lide. As for Hyrcan^]'^^^ 
he had not courage enough to oppofe them, but acquiefced 
in what they did ; fo that Feltx attacked Phafatl on the one ^ ^ 
hand, whilft Maltchus\ brother went and took MaJfadjy and 
fome other fortrelfes of fudiea. /A; was then detained 
by licknefs at Damaftus^ and uii’ble foi a while to give his 
brother any afliftance but Phafady who had ftill a con- 
hderable number of forces, found means to drive Felix and 


all his party out of 'f erufaUmy and tiom thence into fome 
fortrefs, out of which he did not fufFcr him to come, but 
by capitulation. By this time being itcovered, came 

to Ins aififtance, and drove the icmiining part of Malichu\% 
faiftion out of their fortrefles, and forced the brother to fui- 


icndet Majfada to him, and to capitulate for liis life t*. The 
two brothers returned to Jerufalerity where they reproved 
ll}rcat/s bafenefs in the fevereft terms , but were foon after 
reconciled ter him by the marnige of Httod with Mariamnty 
the beautiful grand-daughter of that pontiff. 

In the interim another entmv ftaited up on the fudden, Antigo- 
AntigonuSy the youngei Ton oi Jn/iobulus, nus 

brother. He was upheld by PtoUmy M,.nneeuSy prince ofJ*! 
ChalciSy to whom he was related, and on that account had 
been adopted by him (Y). He had likcwift giiiicd Marion 
prince of Tyiey and bribed Fabiiis governor of Damafeus into 
his intereft, fo that having gamed a fulficicnt army, he put 


•* Id lb cap. 21, & ftq. 


(Y) The reader may i Liacm- ing in great want of money for 
bci, that after Pompty had caulcd the cariyingon of tliewai againll 
his father and brother to be put the tiiumMrs, had divided the 
to death, invited ^4 country of into fmall di- 

andt a into ChalciSy where he af- ftrifts, and iold them to the 
tcr^\ards married hti beiutcous highell bidders, one of whom 
daughter, and foi htr lake look wis this il/fl;/9w,\vhohad bought 
both themotherand her children thepiuitipalityot]5rfofhim(6). 
into his protedlion (5) Thtfe petty tyrants, however. 

As for that M7//y;/, who joined were afterwaids turned out by 
with young Anti^anuSy he had Maic Antor^y upon his coming 
been lately made piince of 7 V/e into thit province 
by CaJJius ; for that general be- 

(5) yof A I’ XIV. c.iyy& it. ( 6 ) It'. ,b btU. >/ / 1.1 »s. 

Cc 4 himicli 
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Herod 
faat cbes 
againfi 
him. 

Hft gene- 

rojitytotht 

Tyruns 


himfelf at the head of it, with aa intent of reviving his father’s 
pretenfions to the kingdom; but he liad fcarce entered the 
frontiers of it, before Herod met him with a powerful army, 
and totally defeated him This prince adled with his ufual 
gencrofity towards the Tynansy who had aiEfted his enemy, 
not only fparing their lives, but fending fome of them home 
with rich prefenfs, by which he gained the afFcftions of that 
city, aftei which he returned triumphant to where 

the people, and among the reft Ilytcany who now looked 
upon him as one of his family, came and offered him the 


Maf>'7ge compliments of crowns and congratulations. His nuptials 
with Mariamne were not how'ovcr ctlcbrattd till fome years 
riamne aftei, when he had by her three fons and two diughteis, be- 
put off fides his eldcft fon Antipatet , whom he had by a former w ife 
of his own country, named Doi es 


Marc An- Brutus and CaJJius having been defeated in the fallowing 
tony's m }ear by Man Antony and OS/azius, the latter mirched into 
rfoahn Gaul, and the former came into to fi-ltlc the aftaiis of 


Bithyma that province Upon his arinal in Bithynwy when* he 


was complimented by vaft ciouds of enibillidoi horn all the 
neighbouring ftUes, t\\L Jews came and prrfcritd a ievtre 
Phafacl accufation againft and//iw/, as hum'- ingio/Tcd all 

<7//iHeiod the power and adininiftration of fiidaoy an 1 left Hyican only 
etc ufidhy the hire nine of a priiice. but Ihtody who was thcic alfo, 
//rjews/o found in that gtncril a fteJfift friend , not only on account 
him. of former kindncfles, which hi. had received from Antipaiety 
whilft he ferved under Gabtnius m judecuy but much more 
on that of a hrge fuin of money, w ith which he had taken 
care to biibe him, fo that he would not fo much is hear their 


HjreanV ticcufers. Upon his coming to Ephejusy an embifly came to 
trbajjy to him from Hycctiiy defiring that the ftiuifl) piifoiieis, whom 
htn Cajjus had fvitmsrly fold by auction, contrary to their al¬ 
liance with Roni-’y might be reftored to then libcityand lands. 
Jewifh Antony reidily granted their rtqucft, and f.nt an obliging 
ccphxes letter to Hyicany which was foon followed with an edift to 
rejtered. the T, tans, and other neighbouring ftates, injoinmg them 
to reftore all thofc captives, according to Hyt can's defirc, 
and the purport of the cdidl, which the leader may fee in 
the note ^ (Z). 

• But 


c Ibid. •* Ibid C 22. 


(Z) Marc Antony, emperor and 
triumvir, L> t to the magifti ates, 
fenatc and people of Tyte, greet 
ing. 


Forafmuch as the gods have 
declared thcmfelvts the dire le 
vengers of the late Caf/^ >’s death, 
by the total defeat of his moft 

deteftablc 



15 . XI. ’The Hififity of ihe'iernl 39^' 

But all thefe favours of the triumvir, tho’ chiefly owingiViwww- 
to his friendfhip to the fons of Jntipater, were not able to plaints «- 
reconcile them to the generality of the Jews, For as foon 
Antony was come fo near them as Daphne, a city near An- 
iioch he was jaccofted by a irefti embafly from Jerufalem^l*'^”^’ 
which was fent to prefer the old complaint to him againil 
them. undertook their defence, and was backed by 

Hyrcan, who, looking upon them now as part of his family, 
was come thither to fecond their defence. After a full hear- ^ i. 
ing, Antony afkcd the pontiff, which of the two parties he 
thought beft qualified for the government, and being anfwered HyreanV 
in favour of the two brothers, he likewife declared for them j ««/%/’/■ in 
and, as a farther mark of his friendfliip, made them both^^"''/"” 
tetrarchs, put judesa under their care, and wrote a letter 
to the lanhedrin in their favour. Fifteen of the moft; tur¬ 
bulent of their accufers wcie fent to prifon, and would 
have been put to death, had not Herod interceded tor them. 

All this only exafperated that faftion the moic, and produced 
a third embafly, wlvrh came to meet the triumvir at Tyre, 
and confifted of a thoufand perfons. But Antony, whom frcfti-^ 
prefeiits, and large fums of money, had fattened ftill 
to Hetvd's interett, fent oiders to the migittracy o 
place to aflltt*liim in the pimiftimcnt of thofe fadfious 
neers, as he termed them ; wIk i eupon Herod met them 
oi^he city, and advifed them, in a friendly manner, not to 
pulh the matter further. Hyrcan lilewife tried in vain to 
forewarn them of their danger, in cafe they perlifted in their 

* De hac vid. fup. p. 515, (E). Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 25. Bell. Jud. 

I. i. c. 11. 


rnoxiifmsnjly 

F that/'"""™ 
muti 


deteftable afTafilns Brutus and 
—and forafmuch as the 
Jenv/jh nation, notwitiiftanding 
tlieir known and conftant attach¬ 
ment to the Roman mtci eft, has 
been greatly opprefled by Cef- 
ftuSfknd. gieatmuluiudes of ih»,m 
fold for Haves by him j \vt order 
the laid^tfij to be rcftoicd to 
thur libeities, lands, and to all 
the privileges and immnnititb 
whicn had been granted to that 
allied nation by Dolahlln j and 
charge all thofe cities, in which 
any iuch Jt^ws are detained. 


whether bond or fice,forthwithto 
difcharge and rcftoie them, pur- 
fuant to the ftiift tenor of this 
edict. 

This editt, and another, about 
fome difputed territories, he or¬ 
dered to be copied out in Gntk 
and Lutii/, and the original to be 
prcfcrvrd m their archives, and 
the copies to be affixed in fome 
public place, svheic they might 
be publicly lead. He likewife 
ftnt fome others to the fame pur¬ 
port to the SiJonians, and to the 
cities of AnUoch seaAArud[’j). 


( 7 ) Afttj. uh; fufta, 
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defign. They refufed all advice, till xixz Tyrians ruihing in 
upon them, made them repent of their raflincfi, when it 
M. Ante-was too late. A gieat number were killed and wounded, 
ny’j fe~ and others taken prifoners, and the reft difperfed. This put 
an end indeed to the contioverfy, but not to the fadion, 
which vented their refentment againft Herod in fuch an open 
manner, that Jntony, in a fit of anger, caufed all the pri- 
foneib to be put to death *. 

Herod had no foontr weathcicd this ftorm, but another 
was raifed againft him by Antigonus. Ptolemy the fon of 




met tty 

ttgatnfl 

them. 


Antigo¬ 
nus tn- 


mades Ju- Mennatts had been fucceeded by his fon L)famas ; and this 
dica laft had prevailed upon Pacorus the fon of the Parthian king, 
and h s general Bai%anei^ who by this time had made them- 
Iclves mallei sol Sidon and Ptolemais, to invade fudaa^ de- 
pofe Hytcan^ and fet Antigonus on his throne, in confider- 
aiion of whiwh, the Liter was to pay him an hundred talents, 
and five hundred wortien (A) Pacoius, pmfuant to this 
agreement, fent his cip beirci, named alfo Pacorus^ with 
part of ins cavaLv, to invade 'Judisa. AiHigonus^ who hid got 
together by that time a gieat number of difcontented Jewsj 
Ycirof who joined him fiom mount had made hirnfclf^mafter 

the Hood fht canton of Dfyma^B)^ where a gieat number of other 
2308. Jtw'> coming llill to him, peifuaded him to march on to 
Bef Clir ttifahni^ and altick Phafad and his brother in the royal 

d® pilacc. He mirched accordingly thitlicrward, attended with 

\\\Q Pai thian cup bcaier, and thefe two being met by the two 
tctraicljs, were fo waimly repulled by them, that they were 
Pacorus rv-tiie into the temple. Heiod^ for the better fecu* 

rtbulfid place, placed a guard of foldiers in all the ad- 

W houfes , but thefe were foon fet on fire, and the fol- 

into the diets burnt in them before any help could be brought. Herod 
temple did not let thii loL go long unrevenged, but gave them a fliaip 
defeat, in which he made a great {laughter of their party. 
I'hus they continued Ikiimilhing one another till the feaft of 
pentecofl, which was impatiently wiflicd for by Antigonus^ 


Id ibi I 


(\) The fourth book of the, Eufebiut tom, by which 

(8) lays, eight hundred they mean the fouthern part of 
women, the fan ell and bell bred the tribe of Judah, extending 
in all the country about twenty miles from eafl to 

(B) It IS not eafy to guefs weft, from to the Z)W 

what canton this was, uniefs it Sea, and is called m Hebrew Da¬ 
bs tlie lame with the Daroma of tomf which fignifies fouth (9}. 

(8) Cap, x'lx, (9) Vtd* Rciand, Paleeft, I, i. c, 3*, Q 

Ciimtt jub Id, 


m 
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in hopes that the great concourfe of the fews to that folem- 
nity would join forces with him againft the fons of Antipater. 

He judged rightly enough) for great numbers of them reforted lews join 
to him; but as the greater part of them had neither arms 
nor experience, Herod^ who with his brtither had retired 
into the royal palace, and defended it, the foimcr from within, 
and the other from without, made a vigorous fally upon 
thofe of the enemy) who had polled themfclves m the fuburbs, 
and drove feveral thoufands of them beiurc iiim, fome into 
the city, and others into the temple. 

The two parties being at length tired with Ihedding fo 1 h agree- 
much blood, came to an agreement, that Paco) us^ who was 
by that time encamped without the walls of the city, Ihould^* 
be admitted to mediate a peace between them. This projedt,^^^®*^^®* 
though ftt on loot hy Antigonusy who wholly relied on the 
fiiendlhip of the Parthian general, was yet agreed to by 
Phafaely who went out to meet him, and couiteoully lodged 
him in the royal palace. Here Pacorm taking the advantage 
of the confidence his kind hoft put in him, perfuaded him to 
go on an embalTy to Barzapharnes, who was then goveinor 
of 6yrM,under the Patthian king, afiurnig him, that it was 
the only mean? to fettle Ills affair on a fi‘m footing. IL, jd, Ihstrea.. 
whojultly fufpedted the treachery ol the Puiihlan^, wa-. m- ‘■h‘>y /«* 
tire^aveife to the piopofal , h\it Phafan'., nioie credulou''^/*^ 
than he, confented to it; and taking H\tcati with him, 
on the jouiney, attended with an tfcoit of two hundred 
Parthian horfe, and with Pacorus.^ who accompanied him all 
the way. Upon their arriv'd in Galilee (C), they weie metPlnfacl 
with a guaid of armeil men, who were fent to condudl thtm<^"^''^{><'<f'> 
to BarzapharneSy and Pacorus returned to Jtrufalcm. Their 
reception in all appearance was very comteous, and Barza- 
pharnei lodged them in an houfe near the fea fide, wheie 
Phafael was foon after informed bv fome tricnds of the con- 
traft which had palfed betwcecii the PuttKian king and An- 
tigonus: it was then that he fiift became fcnfiblc of thcir 
treachery, and of his danger. However, though he wefillsfid htf 
earneftly intreated to make his efi.ape,and was offered tranrport-/oHyitan. 
(hips to convey hiin away, •yci he could not be prevailed 
upon to forfake either Ifycaii\ or his brother’s intereff ; for 

(C^ lofephus doth not here tell which place was near the fea 
us the place where fliore, and at a finall dillance 

then was, but only that he was north ot Pt A mats', but the 
in Gttltht, neat tlie fca-fide ; but, fourth book of Maccabccs fays, 
in Ins wars of the 'Jtnvt, he fajs it was at Damaftus, the capital 
(i), they met him at Eidtpon, of Syta [z). 


(1) Lib.i.c, 11. ( ) Cb, xlix. 




here 
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here he was likewife told, that Pacorus was Tent back to %• 
rufalem to furprife Herod alfo. The heft expedient therefore 
he could think on, was to go to Barzaphames, and to ex> 
poftulatc the matter with him ; which he did in the fevereli; 
terms, telling him at the fame time, that, if money was the 
motive of his ticachcry to him, he was able to bribe him 
higher to be honeft, and come over to his intereft. The 
Parthian had no other way to come off, but by forfwearing 
Bath im~ tbe chaige, and affuring him, that nothing was falfer than 
prironedby^M^ch a furmife ; but as foon as he thought, that Pacorus had 
JBar/a- made furc of Herod^ he marched direiStly towards him, and 
phames. ordered Hyican and Phafael to be feized, and clapt in prifon. 
HerodV Pacorus however had miffed his aim j and lierody having 
timely notice of the treachery, had found means to convey 
himfeU out of yetufalemy together with his mother, his be¬ 
trothed Alarlamncy hei mother Alexandra^ hi-, brother Phe~ 
roraSy with all his fervants, friends, and valuable things, and 
a numerous cfcort of his own men of war, and made the 


Tights hts 
nuny into 
Jdumca. 


beft of his way towards Idumea. He met with fevcral flops 
in his journey (D), being forced to fight his way through the 
Partbians and AntigonianSy who purfued him j but his valour, 
and that of his guards, got him dear of all j gnd m 'memory 
of a fignal defeat, which he gave them at a place about fifty 
fladcs or feven miles from Jerufalemy he afterwards built a 
ftately palace, and called it Herodion g. • 

When he was come to Threjfay or, as jofephus calls it 
clfewhere, Rejpiy a fniall town in Idumeay his brother yofeph 
met him at the head of a confiderable reinforcement; but 


F.eaves when they arrived at MaJJaday the place where he dcfigned 
family at to retire, it being a very itrong, and almoft impregnable for- 
MalTada; trefs, he found it too fmall to contain all ins men, fo that 
he was forced to difmifs nine thoufand of them. Here he 


left hib family and treafure under the care of his brother yo~ 
Jephy and of a girilbn of eight hundred men j and having 


R An *q ubi fupra, cap 25 The reader may fee that palace de- 
fcribed b> Joseph, bell. Jud. 1 i c. 16. 


(D) One of thcr was the over- Happily prevented by fome of 
tuinmgof rhe cjiariot in which his retinue, 
his mother iat, by which flie was The fourth book of the Mae- 
fo terribly briiifcd, that her life tabees {3) lays, that Herod fent 
was defpaircd of j which fad ac- all his family and riches before 
cident went fo near his heart, him; but that himfelf ftayed be> 
that he drew his fword with full hind with his guards to prevent 
intent to kill himfclf, but was their being purfued. 

(3I Cb, xhx. 


I'urnilhed 
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fiirAifhed It with all neceflaries, he fet out for Petrot ^zan-igtet 
metropolis of Arabia^ where Malchus had fucceeded his<»^« Ara* 
father Aretas^ a prince who had formerly been highly obliged 
to him. His dcfign was, to borrow as much m *ney of him, 
as would buy his brother PhafaeV% freedom; and to that end 
he had brought his fon with him, who was but fcvcn years 
old, to leave him there as a pledge to he Arabian king. But 
that ungrateful prince fent him exprefs orders to depart out 
of his territories, pretending that he had been forbid by the 
Parthiam to receive him; To that he was forced to difmils 
fome ot his attendants, and to make the beft of his way Into and 
Egypt. gypt- 

In the mean while, his flight out o( ferufalem having been 
difcovered by the very next morning, the fiift thing the Par- 
thians did, was to plunder his palace, city, and all the country//w palace 
about It. They fpared however Hyrcan'% trcifurc, which/^"»^<!''‘r^* 
amounted to three hundred talents,and fome of Hood's riches, 
that were left behind , but they made themfcK es amends by 
the plunder of Martjfa, an opulent city, which they totally 
deftroyed. AnUgonus was next inftalled on the JewiJb throne, 
according to their agreement, and Phafael and Hyrcan were 
foon after brought to him in chains. 1 he new king howevei 
did not think proper to put the high-prieft to death, but con¬ 
tented h'mfclt with incapacitating him for the pontifical fun- 
Aiop, by caufing his cars to be cut ofF**. As foi Pf ajael^ he ' 

eafily forelaw that he could not efcape lome ciucl death , ^ 

but, being bound with chains, and unable to kill himfelf by 
any other way, he knocked his biams out againft a ftonc (b) 

The Parthiam^ having thus fir performed their coiitraft with 
AnUgonusy began their march homeward, and took the un¬ 
fortunate high-pricft with them, to prevent any frefti tumults 
being raifed upon his account'. 

By that t\mz Herod was got ixom Rhtnocorui a to Pelu/mniy Hcrod’j 
he received a mellage fiom the Arabian king, who was now fuccils at 
afhamed of his bafenefs, with an apology, and new offers of Romt* 
bis feivicc , but he rcje£fed them, and would have embarked 
for Rome , but the failors obftinatcl}^ rcfuled to take bun m . 

•’SeeLEViT xxi i6, ^feq & vol m p 72, 5 . fi-q ‘ Antiq, 

1. xiv c 75 Bell Jud 1 1 c II. 

(E) Our lullorian adds, that make fare of him Howeier, 
there was a repoit,that,his wounds he had the plealurc before his 
not being mortal, AnUgonus fent death to hear, that his brother 
fome phyflcians to him, under wasefcaped, and got to 
pretence of tr}ing to curt, but »«>o, and there it was that 
m reality to poiion them, and hcarci of lus death 

5 


w'here- 
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whereupon he applied himfelf to the magiftrates of the city# 
who iccci\ecl htm uitli great honour, and provided him 
anothet fliip ( 1 ) As Toon as he was come to Rome, he ad- 
ditfkd hiinfclf fit ft to Antony, and then to OSiavianus, to 
whom l)u rclited all thit had Jnppened in Judaa, and the 
tlefpnatc condition hI^ aftairs were in , and partly by his in¬ 
ti eatics, and icminding them of his fatlier’s friendihip to 
yidtm ((tjen, pntly b) the proinilc of a large fum of 
rionej, lo worked upon them, th it they refolved to affift him 
M An to the utrnoft o( their power* Antop^, on the fcore of the 

tonyj oil kindntiks of Anttpata , performed more than Hirod 

/ /Jcxptfted, orevendePred of him. The utrnoft of his aim 
was, to have hid Atiliohnhu, the brother of his beloved Ma- 
nary c, fettl d on the thione'(G), and himfclf to have been 
at the head of the ^twijh afturs undei him, as his father had 
been undet Hycan, wheitas the triumvirs aiffually refolved 
to procure him the crown, though this was contra y to the 
rnri'in method, who m cifes of the like mture, always 
I nd fuch due icgard to the ro}al line of their dependent 
kings, as not to fet a ftranger over them , but our triumviis 
mterefteard} o\tr-iukd that good maxim. 

Ctfatci I HI- lenate was aceoidingh convened, and Hcr'‘d intro- 
Kificro/]\i duced to them h\ Mejjalu and Atyatinuy, two noble fenators, 
d i*., v/ho there fet forth the grt it fervices of AnUpatcy'^ family to 
Year of reprelentcd AnUgoyius as a turbulent and 

tie Hood p,.iftn, ind a known enein> to their nation, who 

hef^°Cl^ hid not ktupkd to iccept of the fiwifli crown from the 
, , hinds tf the Pmthiayv, 1 o this dyitoyiy added, how advan- 
t geous It V oulJ b,, to li's expedition igainft Patthta, to have 
fi eh iftedtift fiienJ is ILyod to be king of Judaa , upon 
winch he wis iiiiimmoufl) chokn by the lenate, and y/«- 
tiffonit VO ed in encni) to tnem. As foon as the decree was 
^ ^ pilicd, /y/(?/was conduiSltd with gicat ceremon) into the 

c pitul, OUaj anui and Ayitony m*irehing on each fide of 


(I) Du ing his fliy mFgyp*, 
he w as c' ui ted by C / opi ti a to 
continue there longer 'I lu Mm 
cahitijf book often quoted adds, 
that flie oftticd to m ike him her 
p inie niiniftcr,aid gcncial of all 
hci forces, but that he wa*- fully 
I ent upon go ng to Rome vv rh .ill 
f{ ed, and, getting on board a 
vtf cl, winch w s bound to Vtn 
I <, a violent llorni foieed 
liemtolaui t / f, wa ’’e 1 e 


met with fome friends and aflift- 
ance, and paffed thence xoBtun^ 
duf^yn, and came at length to 
Rome 

(G) Thi' prince had certainly 
the bell title to the ciown, being 
the fon of Ahj^tttdta the daugh¬ 
ter of Jiyycev, b) Ahxatider the 
fon of Ai ifobt / IS, the brother of 
tint pontiff, fo that the right of 
thofe two brothers was united 
m him 


htm«. 
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him, accompanied by the confuls and fenators; where, after 
the ufual facriftces, the decree was depofited among the 
archives, after which Antony gave them a magnificent enter¬ 
tainment. Thus Herod became king of Judao^ by the 
fnendftiip and intereft of Antony and Auy^ujlus, .u the conful- 
Ihip ofC. Domitius CalvirtuSy and C. AJintusPolho. The condi¬ 
tion in which he had left his affairs injudeca^ and his family m 
Idumea^ not permitting him to ftay longer than feven days after 
his inauguration, he fet out again for Etmduftum^ and failed 
from thence to Ptolemats^ where he landed about tlie latter 
end of the fummer; fo that he fpent but three monthb in this 
expedition, both by fea and land 

While he was thus fuccefiful at Romc^ Antlgonus had foMalTada 
clofely befieged the fortrefs ot MaJJada, that though it was^O^^^^*^ h 
well provided with all other neccflancs, yet they were much Antigo- 
diftreflcd for want of water; infomuch that Jofeph, who''“®’ 
commanded there, was contriving means to make a defperate 
fally, and to break through the befiegers, in order to efcape 
into AtabiOy and get fomc frefh fuccour from MahhuSy who, 
as we hinted before, was highly afhamed of his late treat¬ 
ment of Herod. But, happily for him, the very night he 
intended to fally out, there fell fuch a hca\ y ram, as filled 
all theif cifterns again; fo that he thought on nothmgmow 
but how to make a brave defence, till his brother t ime and 
relieved him, whilfi he fiill made Ibme bold fillies, and killed 
nolt a few of the befiegers. In the mean time VentidmSy thcVcntidius 
Roman general m S^tiay having driven the Pm tlnan^ out o^outiuts 
that province, came and encamped in the neighbourhood o{bim. 
'Jerufalem, under pretence of relieving Majjaduy but, in 
reality, to extort monev from Antigon'u , for, as foon as this 
laft had fatisfied Ins grcedinefs with a good loiind fum, he 
marched away, leaving, for formality’s fake, foine pirt of 
his men with Siloy a penfioner, whom Antigjnu\ had been 
forced to gam by dmr of mone), till iu could get himU It 
ftrengthened hy ParthtanSy whole alhlUnce hcwasflill 
in hopes of. 

ILtody on the other hand, was not idle; his thoughts wcrcMariam- 
wholly bent upon relieving his difirefled (amily, but elpeciall) ne’j cha- 
his beloved Alartamney a princefs, who was indeed very 
worth all his care and concern, whether w’c confider her as 
defeended from a long ferfes of illuftrious kings and high- 
prieffs, or a perfon of exalted virtue and merit, and adoincd 
With the molt endearing charms of body and mind. As loon Ikiod 
therefore as he was arrived at Ptokmaiiy he got an army to manhsa- 

Antiq ibid c 26,2-. Bell Jud ubifupia, c 12 
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gainji An-gether of Jetuiftt and other troops, which his generofity fttU 
tigonus, increafed as fall as he went, infomuch that a very little time 
had brought almoll the whole province of Galilee into his 
interell. At the fame time his friend Antony fent orders by 
, Dellius to Vcntidtus, to alhll him with all his forces ; fo that 

he was now llrong enough to march againll AntiganuSf and to 
takes Jop-relieve Majfada. He Hopped, hogprevcr, to lay liege to ^oppa^ 
a place of too great importance to be left behind m thohands 
of the enemy. Stlo took this opportunity to withdraw his 
forces, and was like to have paid dear for his dcfertion : for 
Anttgonus fell upon him, and had infallibly defeated him, had 
not Iletod come to his rtlcue. Joppa being foon after fur- 
jendered, he marched diredlly to relieve his befieged friends ; 
and, in fpite of the many ambulhes which Anttgonus laid in 
his way, and the treachery of Btlo^ who extorted money 
from both iides, and did all he could to obftiuiSt, inflead of 
and te~ aflifting him, he reached Majfadoy forced the enemy to raifc 

htws liege (G), and was joyfully leccivcd by all hislamily *. 

hdaHada. 


^ Antiq ibid, c 26, 27. Bell Jud ubi fupra, c 12. 


(G) The fourth book of Mrrc- 
tabces adds (4), tint Httod fui- 
Ahtigo lu^ belorcthc place, 
and niadt a vigorous attack on 
one fide of him, vvhilll Jofiph 
falhed oat againlt him on the 
other; lo that he was totally dc- 
fe ited, and forctil to flee into 
y< / ufahm, w hither Ih / oJ purlucd 
hun, and laid cloft ficge to him. 

It will not be aimls to tlofe 
this note with an hint on a more 
rcmarl Tiblc occurrence oit of 
ourkained(if),mmel),<l. 
birth of Stilo 11} H (lo e died I y 
hisfathe** AJit lus Pdl t, the then 
Romav eunlul, in memory of his 
taking , u city in Dalma- 

tta)y and which gav.. occafion to 
the fourth i dogui, of I'ligil^ in 
which that poet ha • given fuch a 
noble ddcnption ol the golden 
age, whicJi thi^ child was to ic- 


ftore to the world,^Int he Is jufti/ 
fuppofed to have llolen it, not fo 
mucli out of the pic'-i.ndcd Sihyl- 
h)t. oiades, asfiom the propne- 
cips concerning the reign of the 
Mdliahjthc true Pnnet of peace : 
for, as thefc wcic (ranflated by 
that time into ihuk and Latin, 
tluy may be rtalonabi/ fuppofed 
to have been read by linn, and, 
perhaps, further cvplaipcd to 
him by the ‘Jt ’t f, who, if we 
maybelicitf werevety 

1 'melons at that time at Romt. 

'I hat Vttgtl proved a falfe pio- 
phet, with refpedl to his wonder¬ 
ful child, the event has fhewn, 
fince he lived but nine days. But 
that the more iniiaculous child 
Jijus, who wa« born foity jears 
after (7), haa left us fuch a divine 
fet of laws, as fully anfwer the 
glorious dcicnption which the 


(4) Cap. 1 . ( 5 ) Arnal fub. A M 39 '' 4 . ( 6 ) Orat pro Flaco. 

(7) Pr d counts} tub an A.C. 40. Vid,S^ bjfinp Lbandter's dcftnccoj Chtifitaniiy, 
fg aLplur, 


prophets 



By this time Hiroffi army was greatly increafcd, not onlyHwod^^ 
by the garifon of MaJJada, but by other reinforcements, Morr/^. 
which came voluntarily from other parts, anil enabled him togainfi Je- 
go and form the fiege of ^trujahm. He took Rhejfa in hi**^^ 5 “*m s 
way, and being come before the metropolis, lie caufed a gjt-froclams 
ralamnelly to be proclaimed, extending to all, none except^ a 
cd, that had joined with ^Ugonus^ and came over to \amonmfy* 
within a limited time. To tins AnUgonus anfwered, addrcfHng 
himfelf to and the reft of the Roman foldiers, who 
were come to affift Herod in xh& ficge j “ That it was aAntigo- 
** fhameful injuftice in the fenate, to fet a private perfon onnnsV dn- 
‘ ‘ the throne, who was an Idumean^ or half contraryT^rr to it 
“ to the Jewijh laws, and right of fucceffion j that if they 
“ refented his receiving the crown from the Parthians, there 
“ were ftill enough left of the royal and facerdotal race, who 
“ had deferved, to the full, as well of the Romans as Herodf 
“ and on whom they miq;ht more juftly beftow it.’^ The 
contcfl between the two rivals rofe at length to fuch a height, 
that Anttgonus caufed fomc volleys of arrows to be Ihot upon 
the enemy, and forced them to retire, tlerc arofe a frefh^f 
mutiny, luppofed to have been underhand encouraged hyfomented 
Silo ; his foldiers complaining aloud of the want of money, h ^*^ 9 * 
provifions, and better winter-quarters: Herod was forced to 
fend out for frefh fupplics for them, which came afterwards 
ift fuch plenty, that there was not the leaft pretence left for 
a revolt. 1116 city of Jeucho, however, fell a facrificcjericho 
to the Roma i greedmefs ; they plundered it of all its ncheSyplufidered 
which amounted to an immcnfe value ; after which Herodh 


was forced to fend them into winter-quarters in Samatiay^^^ 
Jdumcay and Gablecy whilft Antigonusy to curry favour with 
Antonyy obtained of Stloy as a great favour, that pait of the 
Roman army might be fent into Lyclda, which ftill held out 
for him 


The feafon, by this time, being too far advanced to begin 
the fiege oiycrufalemy Hetody having well glutted and quar¬ 
tered his Roman auxiliaries, fent his brother Jofeph into Idu- Jofeph 
meay with a thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe, whilft/r»r 
he went and fecured his family in the city of Samaria : fromidiunea. 
thence he went and took fome fortrcllcb in GaliLe irora An-' 


m 

^ Antiq ublfup.inftn cap 13 Bell Jud. ubifup. 


ptophets have given us of his fong concerning .their fkbuloua 
reign, and which, duly and uni- golden age, cannot be denied, 
venally obftrved, would eafily oar cnesuei themfelvcs beihg 
eclipie all that the poets have judges. 
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Sephoris tigonus, and among others that of Sephorisy which had been 
taken hy abandoned by the garifon, and where he found great ftore of 
Herod, provifions. FroTtn thence he Xent a detachment into the ter¬ 
ritories of Arhelcy which was fadly infefted with gangs of 
banditti} but as they could not ferret them out of their lurk¬ 
ing-places, he marched againft them with his whole army, 
7he han‘ and was as boldly encountered by their whole force. An ob- 
£tti in f^jnatc fight enfued, in which his left wing began to give way 5 
he came fo timely to their aid, that he gained a complete 
fed' viftory ; by which he became mafter of all Galilecy except 
^ * thofe rocky parts into which the defeated banditti retired. 
He rewarded his troops with a noble donative of an hundred 
and fifty drachms to each private man, and fo proportionably 
to thofe of an higher rank, and then fent them into winter- 
nuarters. ^tlo left him foon after to follow Fentidius iato 
Parthia^ and Hcrod^ who could hardly ftay for the return of 
the fpriiig, to put himfelf in adlion, refolved, if poiHble, 
theirf^angs to rid himlllf and the country of the remaining gangs of 
dijhnytd, banditti (11) 

Herofly thinking by this time that he had pretty near re¬ 
duced ilicir gang, left the country under the command of 
Ptolemyy at the iiCad of as many forces as he thought would 
fufficc to keep it in awe ; and took the road to Samaricy 
where he had lett his family, with a defign to go, and either 

(II) The inaccefliblenefs of accept of a pardon j a notable 
tbeir lurking-hole^ m.ide it almolt inilance of which the reader may 
impracticable; but /yero^/having fee in what follows, 
caufed a number ot iron chefts Our hiftorian adds (8), that 
to be inndc, and hllcd with an old man being hid in one of 
foluiers, w hich v cre kt down ihefc caverns, his wife and feven 
with iron chain*;, he made great fons, who were with him, 
execution amwngll them, till earneftly befought him to fuffer 
ii'ght obliged tlicin to withdraw, them to furrender themfelves j 
liLii he caufed a general pardon but he, placing himfelf at the 
to be proclaimed to all who Ihould mouth of the cave, ftabbed them 
come ’nd lurrendtr themfelves. one after another, as they at- 
Buc ihit having reduced but a tempted to pafs by him, and cad 
few oi tliein, his foJdierb by next them down the precipice, and 
morning w'ent and fet fome com- himfelf next, after having vent- 
buihble matter on fire at the ed fome fcandalous rcfleCIions on 
mouth of their caverns, put all the meannefs of Haro<P% extrac- 
i.ithin ill a flame, and linother- tion, who was at the fame time 
t‘d thofe it could not burn; and making him all the figns of par 
\ ct fuch was their obilinacy, that don and clemency, 
they ckofc rather to perilh than 

( 3 ) Ar.uq, ubifupm, cap, z8. fubfn. bell. "Jui, /. i. f. 13. 
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begin the fiege of yerufalem^ or bring j^igonUs to a battle.' 

He was no fooner gone, bjjt thofe whftm he^iad lately >\n\tnSttn 4 th^ 
over yor^afty returned agamy flew Ptolemy,^ and ravaged thero/^ 
country airelh , fo that he was obliged to tog^e back with 
forces, with which he fo effectually dcftroycd them, and’*’'*'^ 
their lurking-places, and fined thofe towns fo feverely, which^^^v 
had gi\en them cither fheltcr or reli d, that he quite rid 4 

province of thatdeftruiSlive vermin". 

The Partbians having been defeated foon after by Fenti* 
dtuSy as fhill he feen in a fubfequent chapter, that general, by f 
order of Antonyy Cent Macharas, with two legions and a 
thoufand horfe, to afllft Harod in his war agamft Anvgonus ; * 

but this laft having gained him over by a large fum, Macharas 
would needs march towards him, under pretence of examin-nus'/ 0 
iqg the ftrength of the place. Herod, having tried mvam 
difluade him from it, began to fufpeCt him of fotne treachery ;VMa 5 h«* 
but held his peace for the prefent. Not fo did Antigvnusy*^ ^ v 
who, feeing the Romans draw near the walls of yerufalem, 
conceived fuch jealoufy of them, that he caufed his men to 
let fly fome volhes of arrows and ftones agamft them, which^x refe^^ 
fo exafi^erated him, that he returned to Ernmaus, and turned; 
his arms agamft the there, flaying indifciiminately all 
that came m his way, and among them a number of Herod's 
ft lends. Herod, who was then on the point of going to pay 
hi^ refpeCfs to Antony, at the fiege of Samofata, threatened 
to complain of »t to him j but Machatas lufltmng aftei, prc» 
vailed upon him to be reconciled, and to leave his brother 
yefeph, and a number of forces with him, to carry on the^^*^ 
war during his abfence; on this condition, however, that“®^®®’ 
they fhould undertake nothing that was hazardous till his re¬ 
turn. In his march to Amonyh camp, he was forced to fight Herod 
his way through fomc bands of frec-booters; or, asthefourth^^'^^ to M. 
of the Maccabees calls them •, wild Arabs, who had attack- AntonyV 
cd his rear, which would have been all cut off, if he had 
not come back to their affiftance, and defeated the thievifh 
gang. At his arrival before Samofata, he was received with 
all the marks of honour and efteem by the Roman triumvir, 
and did him many gallant fcrvices at that fiege . in requital 
of which, when the city w^s taken, Antony left Sofius go¬ 
vernor of ^rw;"with the command of the Roman forces, and 
orders to affift Herod with them whenevef he required it. 

Herod, on his return, found his affairs ftrangely altered for 
thilworfc : his brother yofeph having forgot his orders, had 
made an incurfion againll: yericho, with his own troops, and 


iiintiq. ibid. 


Dd 2 




* Cap. hi. 



^4 tbt Hiftory of the Jews. B. II. 

^ five legions, which he received from Macharas ; but the 
Reman hoife be^g unfit tor luch rocky ground as. he was then 
Jofeph encamped upon, ^e enemy fuiprifcd and defeated him, after 
Aoble defence, m winch himfelf was killed by Pappus the 
^ Roman general. Anti^onus caufed his head to be cut off, and 
earned in triumph with him; but his brother ic 

* deemed it foon after at the price of fifty talents. T he con- 

fequcnce of this defeat was, the total revolt of Gahlee^ where 
the wcalthieft of Hirod\ party were barbaroufly flung, in 
Galilee great numbers, into the lake of Tibet lai. Idmta was alfoon 
and Idu- the point of levoltmg, when H(,rod appeared at the head of 
mea re ^ frtfh army, and in a little time reduced thofe two pio- 
e^^ed virtces again. His army fhll increafing, Machat as 
y ilero defending himfelf againft Antigom r, a battle was foon fought 
Herod’f between the two antagomfts, wheicin Httod gamed a com- 
'Jignal vtc- picte viftory, and made an horrid flaughter of the enemy . 

tary enter Pappus being found among the dt id, he ordered his head to 
Antigo jjg 

oras. His t gcriicfs to revenge his 
brother’s death, made him purfue ins filing enemy with fuch 
uncommon fwiltncfs and eiuelty, that, had he not been 
prevented by a \iolent /lorm, he might ha/e gone .flriit to 
"'Jetiifaltm^ and hate taken it with cafe*, AiVgonus oeing by 
that time lo reduced, that he was upon the poi it r f abandon¬ 
ing it , but now wintei coming on, and the loldiers not 
being able to bear the fatigues of a fiege, Herod put tfiem 
into wintci quarters, and fet aooiit gettin^ read\ all things 
iiccefluj f )r beginning it early the following Iprinj 

WiiiLsi thefe prcpai itions were making, Ihtod vectit HO 
nurtl*^\\ Sam via., and there coufummated lis inarmoe with 

‘ rumney whom he hid b^tr) 1 ^d lour \( iis bulore , but had 
been hnideicd from marrying, thioc the man. troubles he 
VI' o entangled in, though 1 e I ad ui extreme dclircto fee this 
union once happiK a<'eorapli<b( u ^ 1 ) By this time he had 
a rei.iloiecinent of thuty thou* iii! men, and SdJiuSy wi.o 
l.ud b.,Ln lent to his afliftai.ee, at the head of eleven leg'ons. 


P 'iniiq & btl* Jid ubi fupia 


(I) \\ c haac aheady given 
the chai iJer arid defeent of this 
I Acclleiit princefs, and 11 ?oi had 
yeat reif m to hope, that thi 
m irriage w euld effeciually lecon 
die him to tbfc Jenvija nation, 
s horn he krtw to letam an at 
fefiionate ^cal foi the Ajmo ca-> 
Uauh, fl which fc was dw 

■ 


feinkd b) the two biothers, 
H\tc n and Aujlohdts, as we 
hinted in a former note 1 has i 
1 e tiiought would likewife faci 
htite the fnirendei of / tufedimy 
by witlidriwing nunibeis of the 
btficged ft 0*1^ tbc faftibn 

of ift.tnus. 

* i!j^ 

and 
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and fix thoufand horfe, befidcs fome auxiliary troops hired 
from Synoy was marching through Phcenice to join him ; and ^ 
with this numerous army they went and befieged Jerufa Herod 
lem (K). Tlie befieged, on the other hand, were no Icfs J®* 

mcrous and refolutc for a vigorous defence, t e city 
filled with Jews, who flocked thither from all parts of the 
kingdom. Hut thefe wanted military experience, and trufted 
either to their ftrength and courage or to the facrednefs of 
the temple, which they feemed confident would be defended 
by lomc miriculous pro\idt.nc(. aTunil an Idimean ufuiper, 
and an army of idol itrous Romans They likcwife annoyed 
the befitgeis by fiequcnt pnv itc fillies, in which the^ fpoiled 
great qu intuics of their provifuns and forage But, on the 
fortieth day of the fiege, the Romansy in Ipitc of the flout 
rcfiftancc liom within, found meins to fcile the outward 
wall, and to make themlclvcs mifli.rs of it, and on the 
fiftieth the) got within the fecond, w hen fome of the gilleries 
about the temple being fet on fire, Huod threw all thr odium 
of It on Antigonus. The lower cit\ being taken, the befieged 
betook themfekes to the hi her, and to the temple, where 
they luffeied very much thiough f iiniiie, it being the fabbatic 
}ear k. However, they built a new will inftead of that 
wlneh w IS beaten down, countermined the tneiin,. nd fought 
fon.etimes ibo e, inl fometimts under-ground, and with 
m^re defpm thin courage At lengtii, alter a live months/‘£7;{ff tt by 
clofe fiege, Httcdy finding them as obftinite as ever, orderedA//» 
a general iflauk to b._ made, wliicli both his ind the Roman 
tioops performed with fueh vigour, that the) foreed them at 
length to liiriendcr (J>). 

Thf Romans, having difperfed themfekes through all 
thequaiters of the upper city, mide a tcinble flaught.r of 

1 De hoc vid vol m p 35, feq 


(K) yofepJus tell us, tint the 

Romt V legions did not confiif of 
a certain number, bat amount 
cd, fome to looo, fome to 5000, 
and fome to 6001, but, hoiv t cr, 
if we take tiiem it the loweft, 
and join to them the and 

S)na» forces, this army muft 
have amounted to above 60,000 
men 

(L) Arttigot I s himfelf came 
down from a tower, where he 


had defended himfelf v long as 
he could, threw Inmfelf -MScJtus's 
feet, and in the mod: abjetl and 
iubmidii e guife irn] lored his 
mercy (9) But the tinted Ro¬ 
man, inftead of evpicfting the 
leaft coneern f«r that unfortu¬ 
nate prince, upbr tided him with 
cow vrdicc and efftmmaey,calling 
him in tlie feminine gender ^n- 
ttgona, and ordered him to be 
put under a ftrong guard 


(9) AnUi 1 1 tap If Jud 1 ii c. 13 

Dd 3 


the 
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the Jews, and plundered and ravaged every place they came 
^ near, to be revenged, as they exprefled it, for the length and 
latigue of the fiege. Tlie very fan<Sluary was in danger of 
undergoing the fame fate, had not Herod prevented it, partly 
by fan, partly by threatening words, and even by mere 
Save^rom force. He fent at the fame time a (evcrc meflage to Sojtus^ 
d’firuSton complaining, that if this plunder and butchery were not ftop- 
hjf Herod tl^e Romans would leave him king only of a bare wilder- 
ncis ; and that, as for himfelf, he (hould look upon his fuc- 
cefs as the moil unhappy thing that could beial him, if itmuil 
be attended with the profanation of th it facred place, the ac- 
cefs to which was permitted to none but the fewijh priefts. 
To all this ^ofais anfwercd, that he did not well knoar how 
to forbid hib tioops the plundering of a place that had been 
taken by aflaub , fo that Herod fiw himfelf under a neceflity 
of faving bu*^h temple and city f om all further devaftition, 
by a large don tivt out of h sown coffers 
Antlgo* Thus was this citvti’ e i, after a ficjje of fix months (M); 
nus/«/ /oand viith its furreiider ended the leign of the Jfmoneans^ 
death aftci it had cont nut d an hundred and twenty -nine year , from 
Year of fudas Maccalt yitAt/z/Zi gov eminent upon him (IS), 

the flood jfntjgGHus, the lafl mile of that race tint bore tjie regul titL*, 
^ 3 ** waj clapped in iron h) Sofius, who, hiving piefi-ntcd a erown 
Pei Cnr temple, Lft jeyujalem^ and took the unhappy 

37 prince with him, and delivere<l him to Antony , by vihom 'le 
at the carncfl folieiUtions ofput to a ihameful 
death (O), in the thud year of hijicun r. 

SECT, 

^ Antiq 1 XV c I Bell J id 1 i c 13 Vtd &Usser fub, 
A M 3967 


(M) Reckoning fron Hyod>, 
fi ft letting down btfoie it, for 
jt was not till lome tune aftei 
that Sofits joined him with his 
troops, nd carried on the fiege 
iointly Mth him 
* ( 1 ^) Jojephus reel* ons but an 
hundred and twenty fix years (i), 
but he muft be underftood only 
from the time that Judas wis 
eftabliftied m his government by 
his peace with Anttochus, three 
years after he had taken it into 
h)s hands, 

(i) uii fupra, cap, 


It IS true, however, his fuc- 
ceftbi s did not take the title of 
kings, IS we hive feen m the 
courft of this fedion, till Aitfta- 
hulus^ or rither till Alexander'^ 
Jami'tus , but that family ftill 
enjoyed the peculiar privilege of 
joining the pontihcal with the 
.egal or fupre nc dignity 

(O) 1 he hiftonan ob- 

ferves, that Antony would will¬ 
ingly have referved dntt^onusfcK 
Ills future tiiumph, but that 
Herod, who feared every thing 

fub jin, bell, Jud, I, u e, 13. 
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froro’l 
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from his rival, if he (hould ever 
have an opportunity to plead his 
own caul’e before the fenate, 
ceafed not to importune that ge¬ 
neral to put him to death, and 
obtained it at laft by a laige fum 
ol money : but he caufed that 
unhappy prince to be executed 
in I'o ihameful a manner, as has 
given juft occaiiou tofcvcralan- 
tient authors to condemn it as a 
piece of injuftice and cruelty, 
never till then allowed of bythei^o- 
vtans (3); for having caulcd him 
to be condemned as a private ci i- 
niiiial, and without rtgaid to lus 


illuftrious defeent, the fentence 
was executed accordingly at Jnti~ 
ochy where, having been firft tied 
and whipped at a Itake, his head 
was cut oft', after h^/ing been all 
along flattered with promifes of 
life. Tills puniflimcnt Straho^ 
in tile place abo\ e-quoted, ob- 
ferves, i»ad never been iiilliftcd 
on any crow ned head ; but 
to>'\ tliought it neceflary, by fuch 
an ignomiiiiouj death, to render 
him contemptible to the yt‘ri r, 
to pi event their rjifing any new 
tinnuhs againft his generous 
friend Ilnoii (3). 


4 « 9 , 


Vtl.iut. al. PM'iich ttt M. Dis't. hb. xhs.. Stiib, ap y»f'pb, 

1. xv. c. I. i iJ ILid. 


SECT. V. 

I'ho llijlory of the Jews, from Herod to the Birth 

of Cbrijl. 

H E taking of fcrufalem^ and the death of Jutiganus, HcrodV 
having now fixed Herod upon tlie "JewiJh throne, hccruel Be- 
was foon obliged to bend his thoughts on two important con-^f»«'»d » 
corns; the one to replcnifli his coffers, e*xluufl:cd, pat tly by the 
large fums with w'hich he had been forced to buy the friend- 
(hip of the Roman generals, and even Antony himfelf; and 
partly by the profufenefs with which he rewarded his own and 
the Roman troops for their paft fervices, and efpccially for 
faving the city and temple from plunder and luin : the other 
W'as to fupprefs the oppofite JtwiJh faiSlion, which, in fpitc 
of his rival’s ignominious death, retained an invincible attach' 
ment to the Afmoncan family, and an irreconcileablc hatred 
to his own. Thcfe two points, which could not be gained, 
the one without a great deal of oppreffion, and the other ^ 
without much cruelty and bloodflied, we muft* look upon 
as the two main fprings of "all his aiffcions, and the caufes of 
his upe.ify reign. Accordingly, upon his having got poireffion 
of that metropolis, he caufed all the gold, filver, and other 
valuable things he found in it, to be carried into his own 
palace, by which he amafled immediately an immenfe trea- 
fure } but as a great part of it had been already promifed toOppfeAtun 
the Romans^ and was a^ually given to them, he rcimburfed^'^ the kn_ 

D d 4 
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hj'mfclf fay the forfeiture of the eftates of the JuttgoKtan fz&ion, 
caufing the wcalthicft of them to be fcizcd, and forty-five of 
the principal of them to be put to death (A). And fuch 
his jealoufy m thii lefpedf, that lie caufcd guards to be 
•watihful- g‘»tes, to examine, as they were carrying 

nefs 0‘ver t^*®**’ gtJVcs, whether they were really dead, and 

them. whether any riclies were conveyed off with their bodies j in 
which cafe they were fcized upon, and fent into his treafury. 
Upon the whole, his ncccffiticb and profiifencf^ were fo great, 
that he fpared no extortion to fiipply them ; infomuch that 
this being the fabbatic year, in which there w'as neither plant¬ 
ing nor fowing, and .all the country round about having been 
lb terribly plundered and ravaged, both before and during the 
liege, nothing lefs than a grievous famine was cxptdlcd to 
have filled the whole land *. 

Jeahu/yof Herod had Ihll another iival left, who, though at a great 
Hyrcan diftance from him, and kept, as it wcie, a prilonci in Par^ 


•* Anti(j. I. .\v. c I. 

•(A) We took notice in thclaft 
feftion, that Herod fpared that 
very Seimiar, who had appeared 
the moll intrepid againfl him, at 
his tryal before the fanhednn ; 
as well as Po/ho, another learned 
and valliablewho had been 
a great llickler for Hy/ cum againft 
him : and thefc were not the 
only inilances of Herod’s cle¬ 
mency. 

However, we mull own, that 
thefe two great men, whom he 
took into his fpecial favour and 
confidence, had, notwithflanding 
all the incenfe which the rabbles 
give their for their courage and 
intrepidity, taken care to make 
their peace with him during the 
fiege, by exhorting the befieged 
to open their gate? to him. 

For, whilfi the y^ntrgonian {ac¬ 
tion were encouraging the fuper- 
ftitious Jifurj, with crying. The 
temple of the Lord ! and making 
t^em expedl fome miraculous 

(i) /. XV. e. i. Vd. S /. xiv. 


Btll fud 1 1 c. 13 

delivciancc, thefe h\o pol/ticians, 
loreUeing that the city could nor 
hold out much lungti a^iSinfl 
lutli.. vigoious fitge, .and under 
the excell ’ c* want of all pi6- 
vifioti , did with a kind of pro¬ 
phetic conlidince affare them, 
that all icfiilance w.is vain, fince 
the thing was fiom tlie Lord, 
who, for then fins, was now 
bunging them in fubjeilion to 
this foicigner (i). 

There was indeed fome ground 
for what they affirmed in favour 
of Herodf if wh.lt jofephus (2) 
fays be true, that one Mmahtir^ ^ 
a cotemporary of theirs, and an 
efieman, endowed with the fpint 
of prophecy, had long before 
foretold his rife to the crown j 
but as that hath too much of the 
JenjoiJh fable to deferve belief, 
we (hall refer out readers to that 
authoi, for the further account' 
of it. 


f. 17, (.) Anttq, /,xv. t. 13. 

thiOi 
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thta<t not fufFer his mind to be at cafe, till he had quite that in 
lid himrclf* ol him. Thr was Hycan^ the depofed king and Parthia. 
high-prieft, whom Pacorus had carried thither with him m 
chains. But when Pbaartes came to be informed of las 
high birth and di^nit), ha generoufly took oft hu chains, and 
pcrmitt d him to live in BabyhH^vihGic he was highly rtfpeft- 
c*d, not only by the ereat number of "Jiiu who dwelt in 
thit cit\, but likewilc by all thofc th..c Jived beyond the Eu‘ 
pbtatei^ who all looJeed upon him as then rightlul prince, and 
high pneft The r veneration for him was raifed ftill lugher, 
when they underftood, that Httod had filled the pontifical 
chair with an old aequair tance of his own, n uned 4 mt ^/, 
a defeendent of one of thofc piieftlv families that fettled at 
Ba y on alter the captivitN, and whom that politic pimcc 
caiifed to be fetched tiom thence, merely on the fcorc of his 
meinnefs md obfcurity, that, being without friends or in- 
tcreft in ftidtca, lu miJ^ht be contented with his Lcerdotal 
funiftion, \ ithout interreiing with the regal preiogative 

IJyitan might then hive thought himfelf happy in his exile, That pon 
being thus refpedfted by the Parthian king, and by all thcti^'shap* 
JiWi of the difpeifion )ct fuch vi as 1 is love for his countr) 
or rathir his fatal eonfidencf' in the newmonarch, that,^*^^'^ 
as foon as he htird of his being on the throne, he conceived 
a great defire of fpcndmg the icmainder of his life with him, 

Hfb filends, to VI honi he cominui icated his thoughts, tried 
in vain to diPuade him from it, by reprefentmg to him 
foil) and h /a i of puttinj: himfelf in tint monirch’s po \cr, 
efpecially fipce he could hirdl/ expeel eithirgr ter honour 
or happircfs it yetufalai, thm h'“ tnjo e ' xiBaljlon hut 
could arguments have pre\ iiled with 1 im. Hard would have 
left no means untried to h'’ c fruftrned rhcin, and to hive 
made luie of him, as he accordingly didb(il> 

Antiq hb Xv cap z 


He began, however, with 
fending him a kind invit ition to 
come and bear a partncrlhip vvi^h 
him of hispover ind grandeur, 
and reap the fruits of his grati¬ 
tude for his foimer kinuntfs 
ljut,lell this invitation fhould f ul, 
he backed it with an cmbiily lO 
Phaa t f, in which he begged 
of him to giv( the pontiff It .v e 
to return to Jttd<ea Sai t ualloy 
who was cnaiged witn this tm 
baf y, w IS ordered to make fome 

(3) i 


confidciaMc pitfents to t' c Par 
tin? king and couit, and fiic 
ceeded fo well in his n Totiation. 
that tit can, in Ipitt ot all the 
remonllrances <f ii's fiu ids to 
the contrary, left lUo f ft af)lum 
for whtie Ihioi it 

hill rceeivcd him with grtit 
fi icndfhip and magmf ctnec ind 
forgot rothin^, tnat co ildpoflibly 
com eal tl e trea''herous dtfign 
he w IS h fching againit Jiis 
hk ( 3 ) 

/ \V t - 


Whilst 
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Herod’/ Whilst this was doing, Herod was not a Jittic difturbed 
d:m.jlic with domcftic jarc. Alexandra the daughter of Hyrcan, and 
jars motlier of Arijlobulm and Mariamne^ a woman of an haughty 
Year of could not bear with any patience to fee an obfcure Ba^ 
the flood prieft preferred before her fon to the pontifical dignity, 

Bef^ *Chr which Ilyrcan was now difabled, by the lols of his ears. 

'She was ever expoftulating w ith him the injury done to her fon, 
and infifting, that the pontifical dignity belonging in right of 
fjcccflton to him alone, as being dtfeended by father and mother 
fiom Alexander 'Janvaus (C), none but he ought, in juftice, 
to be inverted with it. But Ilcrod^ who was conicious, that the 
young prince had an equal light hkewife to the rugal dignity, 
which he now ufurped fioin him, was afraid to grant her the 
one, left fhe fttould find fomc means in time of feizing upon the 
other. This obliged her to write to CUopatra^ not doubting 
but her intcreft with Aatcny might greatly influence that geneial 
in favour of her fon. It w.ib impoflible fur her to carry on that 
correfpondence ib clofelv, but Herod had fomc intimation of it; 
and, fearing the worlt from thofe two intriguing princeflcs, 
Ariftobu- picfcnt, notwithftandingthc irregularity of 

hii, made to con/lnt to have dejxfled, and inverted 

iig/j- with that dignity, pretending tliat lie had only given it to the 
frstjL former, till the latter was come to be of an age fib for it. 

I'ms condcfccnfion of Herod^ backed with fo plaufible an 
excufe, wrought a kind of reconciliaticn between them; but 
which was nothing Icfs than finceie on either fide, efpccially ou 
Ibrod% W'ho ftill fufpedted the inti igues of the mother, and 
the meiitot the fun, whole high birtli, and blooming virtues, 
joined to a graceful perfon, attradlcd the eyes and hearts of the 
Alexandia nation. Upon fomc pretence therefore, or other, he 

•iisfitted. quai reled with forbad her to meddle with any public 

aftairs, and at Lift caufed her to be confined to her palace, and to 
be clolcly watched, f n the mean time, Cleopatra Iiaving font her 


See vol iii. p. 70. 


(C) / iftobuluf, as the fon of 
xthxor i > , and grandfon of llvr- 
€an and of AnjiobuluSy the ions 
of AUxnndtr jamitrus, had the 
right both 10 thf regal and pon¬ 
tifical dignity united in him: for 
he was gr.mdfon to the former 
by his mother Alexandra^ who 
was his only child; and by his 


father Alexavdtr, he was grand- 
Ion to Aiijlobulns, Hy lys de- 
Icent from the latter, he had a 
right to the high prieftho9d, 
which was fixed to male line; 
and, by his defeent from both, 
he would have had the only title 
to the crown alfo, had not the 
Romans transferred it toHerod{e^). 


(^) Antij, /. XV. tap, 2, C? 3. 
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and her fon an invitation to come to her, (he waseafily perfuaded Li>vitedhf 
to accept it, fince flie could now only look upon herfelf as Herod's Cleopa- 
prifbner, from whofejealoufy (he had everv thing to fear. I'hetra- 
difficulty was,how to conceal their flight from his watchful fpies: 

(he intruded her defign only to two faithful (cr'wiUs, one of 
whom was to procure her a (hip to carry them ofT, and the 
other to provide two coffins, one for her (bn, and the other for 
herfelf, to convey them in that manner to the fliip. But, un¬ 
fortunately, one of the two fervants iiudveitcntly mentioned the 
matter to a third, whom he thought to have been in the (ecref, 
who immediately took hold of this oppoitunitvto ingratiate himkif 
to Herod, and made a full difeovery of the defign. Herod (faved HirJJra- 
only till the mother and (bn were conveyed fomc part of theA?^t« be~ 
way in their coflSns, and then caufed them to be arrefted, and**^^;^^* 
brought back. IIis fear, however, of Cleopatra's refentment, 
prevented his exprefling his own againff them ; and, fince he 
found it unfafe to punifh them, he put on the ma(k of clemency, 
and was outwardly reconciled to them j but irom that moment 
re(blvcd to get rid of the young prince. 

An accident happened foon after, which determined him to 
haften his death. 'Fhe fcaft of the tabernacles, one of the three Ariflobu- 
grand fqftivals, was come, which was ufualK folemnizcd withlus op'i- 
the greateft magnificence^; when the new hiiili-prieft, ^N\\oat<son the 
was then about feventcen yeais of age, appealed at the altar mjeojl of 
his pontific.d ornaments, and officiated with fiich tnajefty and^'*^’'^«'*“ 
grace, that the people thought they beheld all the mciit and'^^"' 
grandeur of his Tnceflors revived in Jiim. They could not for¬ 
bear filling the temple and city with his praifcs, which raifed 
the tyrant’s jeiloufy to fuch a height, as made him refolve 
put his murdering defign in execution with the utmoft fpeed./o,^.. 
Accordingly, as foon as the (cdemiuty was over, he went with 
him to Jer'uhoy where Alexandra had invited them to a fump- 
tuous entertainment. The weather being hot, Arifiohuiits 
invited to bathe In a fine fi(h-pond in that neighbouihood, w'here/a a hath, 
foinc of Herod's hired creatures wcie fwimining ; and where, 
as (bon as they had him in their hinds, they kept him ftill under 
water, till he was dead. This bloody deed was glolTed over 
with the fpecious pretence of its being done in fport, by accident, 
and without any defign on the pontiff’s life; and Herod not 
only feemed to believe it, but took all the pains he could to have 
it thought fo by the red, Ky putting himfelf-into the deeped 
mourning for him, ordering a ftatcly monument to be erefled 
to his memory, and his funeral obfequics to be performed with 
the utmod magnificence. This was the end of young Arl/lohu‘ 
luSf which filled the city and kingdom with inexpreflible grief: 

f De hoc vid. fup. vol. iii. p. 26, & feq. 
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Ananel re- 
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Herod 
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bifoie An¬ 
tony. 
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the flood 
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he died in the eighteenth year of his age, having fcarce enjoyed 
his dignity one whole year, which, upon his death, returned to 
Ananel 

Al l thefe grimaces of Herod to difculpate himielf of the mur¬ 
der, were cafily feen through bj’ the people, and only rendered him 
more odious to them, and much more fo to his own family. 
Alt vandra, at the fiift news of h.er Ton’s death, could Icarcely 
be kept from la) ing \ iolent hands on herfell; but, upon coc lor 
thoujhts, The prevailed on hcifclf to conceal her refentment 
agiinft the tyrant, that The might the more cafily tompafs his 
nun. She wiote to acquiint Chopatra with his ticachery, and 
that princefs, moved rather by her ambition and avarice, thm 
by a fenfe of pity or honor for the ciime, ccafed not to folicit 
Antony to punifh the murdcici, in hopes that after his death The 
might cafily obt iin his kingdom for herfelf. Antony^ being at 
length prevailed upon. Tent order, to Herod to come and clear 
himfelf before h’in at Laodicta., whither he was then going, 
.VLTi^ Cleopatra along with him. /i/w.;s obliged to obey, 
though much againil Ins will, hut took care to biibc his judge 
fo high, that, u )on hij appealing before him, he was mofi: bafely 
abfc>Ived, and CU3patra\ avarice compenfited with the province 
of Codef^na.. inftcad of that uf fudtca. B t, before he went, 
he left fuch bloody orders abriut his dear Manamn^'y as ffroved a 
fburce of endlcfs trouble. to him and his family. l*he reader will 
fee them in the note (1)}. 

His 

*■ Antiq. 1 . xv. c. 3. 


(D) PL tody not know ing how 
it would go with him in Sytin^ 
had, before hib dcpaiture, given 
exprelsoi dors to his \yevcS.oJpf<p}\ 
whom he left governoi duiing 
his abfcnce, that, in cafe he was 
caft for his life, he Ihould put 
his beloved Mnnamne to death. 
The violence of his paflion for 
that princiij extorted this in¬ 
human command from him He 
knew that the fame of her beau¬ 
ty had long fmee captivated the 
Roman triumvir, ard the thoughts 
of leaving htr in the pofTeffion 
of fuch a rival, even after his 
death, were moic dreadful to 
him than any death he could in- 
ili6t on him ; and his uncle was 
forced to rid him of thatangmih, 


by the promife of a punftua! 
olicdiencc. Wjicn he vv.is gone, 
‘/o/ ph, who waited daily on her, 
either on affaiis of Hate, or to 
pay his refpedls to he, took all 
opportunities of extolling 
extreme paflion for her, and at 
length was indifcrect enough to 
difclofe the fatal orders he had 
left with him, as an irrefiagable 
proof of the greatnefs and fince- 
rity of it. But the queen, look- 
ing upon it rather as an argu¬ 
ment of his jealoufy and inhu¬ 
manity, conceived from it a 
more invincible hatred againft 
him. In the mean time, there 
was a rumour fpread through the 
city, wJictJier by HeraeTs ene- 
mksj or by feme pf his fubnle 

agents,, 
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His prefent troubles were, for a uhile, divcited bv the Cleopatra 
coming of Ckrptiftu JudiSOt lO her return from the i.'a-co/nj /» 
phtatrs, whither (he Ind accompanied Anton). That pnneefs, jerufa- 
vvhofe avarice was as infatiable as her lull, hal d billed 
(t-nfil ly bv both thefe paflions. On the one hand, fhc hid ob- //.r reap- 
tamed from her paramour all the feitilc terntorits of Jetjchoyttov, ova 
which were by far the richcft and pleaf nteft of all Judaiiy efpe- and 
cially upon the fcorc of the balm (E), and the great quantitv of 

palm- 


agents, that ArtOH) had put him 
to a cruel death , which taft the 
whole court, but efpeci illy tl \ 
ahdta and Mm ».»/, into a 
great coiillernanon jUi^andra 
h id, by tills tune, been intorin- 
td ot the bloody orders left with 
jfofiph , to pre\ cHt the execution 
of which, iLc went to him, and 
llrovewith all her eloquence to 
perfuade him to leave Jd <al 
and to go and put thenifehe 
undei the pioteftion of the Ro 
men eagles that \v» le p! inted m 
the neighbourhood oi die cit} 
rZfteir deliberations wen quithly 
broken oft, by ktteis fiom Ih 
to if which infdimd her, that 
he had not only guintd Ins cauft, 
but that Jut'' , w xj d nly heap 
ing ficfli m il s of hii ifle^hoii 
upon liim, and tint he fliou'd 
foon return to more 

ftrengthened than c\cr in his 
kingdom This news made 
them lay afide their deiign, but 
as they had not earned it on fo 
clofely, but Saluue had received 
Yome intimation of u, flic failed 
not to iniorm hci brother of it 
upon his an i\ al Some injuiious 
refledions which il/u.««//^ Jiad 
call on the meanncls of her 
biith, had exafperated licr fo far, 
that flic had vowed a moft diead- 
ful revenge; and Ihe took this 
opportunity ot i ompletmg it, by 
accufing her of having held too 

(5) Sit vtl 11 f. 38I & mt I'G;. i. 


great a familiarity with ’Joftph 
during liG ablcncc 

Mt nrim tafily cleared her 
innocence, upon hci firlt inter¬ 
view with the king , but wliilil 
he w s entei taming her with the 
pio eftuioiib of Ills gieat love, 
Ihc could not forbeai at Icngtli 
intiilioning the oidcrs he hid left 
wuh his unele, as rather a token 
of Ins baibaiity to her Thqfe 
woid , whieli llibbed that jea¬ 
lous monucH to the heart, nude 
him eoneludt, that nothing Itfs 
thin the ciiminU conveilation, 
of whicn inlme Inl icculcd 
her, could h i\ e induced his un 
e'e to difclofc the fatal fi».ret. 
Il the fiift lally of Instuiy, he 
WuS on the point of facrihcirg 
her witft his own hand, hid not 
h'b love p’evaded ovei his re*- 
feiitinent Bui JoJtph zwAAUx- 
crtha fell the anluppy viftims 
of his rage, the hi ft of whom ho 
caufed to be pit to immediate 
death, lefufing even to fee him, 
or hear what could be urged in 
his defence the latter he caufed 
to be put m cliains, and con¬ 
fined to a dole pi.fon under a 
fttong guard, a'ti’c mam cauft* 
of all this mifehitf 

(E) This preeious plant, fo 
famous for its balfam, the moft 
valuable of all ointments, we 
hav c already ^ken of in fome 
former v'olumc') (5^ all that we 

r efotj ji f> 1 >’,y tp ro‘ a hi. 
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palm-trees which grew in it, and brought Herod a confiderable 
revenue On the other, flic was fbliciting that monarch to 
t^ke her amour all the time fhc flayed with him. Ilerod^ who had 
Ireful to conceived a great averfion to her, was confulting all the time he 
nerod, entertained her with the utmoft magnificence, ol fome means of 
putting her to death, whilft he had her in his power j but his 
friend^, dicadmg the confequcncesof fuch a fiuft, did not only 
difiuade him tiom it, but prevailed on him to glut at leaft 
her aval ice with coftly piefeiits, which he did with furprifing 
profufenefi. However, as he had refilled to gratify her other 
predominant piflion, he feared, left her refentment on that fcore, 
joining with the invincible hatred w'hich xhtfews had conceived 
agai'ift him, flioull one day prove fatal to him. To prevent 
which, after he had accompan'ed her as far as Peluftum^ he 
•who forti- went and fortified the caflle of Mojfada^ and furnifhed it with 
Jies the arms and provifions for ten ihoufand men, that at all events he 
eaftle of might have a fure place of refuge to flee to. At the fame time 
Maffada. he took conftant care, to fend that piinccfs the revenues of thofe 
territories which Antony had given from liini to her, that (he 
might have no pietcnce to fall out with him upon that fcore 
Herrefmt’ J^u T this was not fii/ficient to prevent the efFcdls of that bafe 
mmt a- princcfs’s refentment j and flie foon after laid fuch.a plot againft 
tint all his flrength and courage w'ere hardly fuificient to 
and helhjh glfcwhere taken notice, that flic 

had obtained a gicat many provinces fiom Antony^ in Syr!a, 
Phccnicr, and Arabia* . 7 'be 1 ittcr of thefe had paid tribute to 
hci conflan'ly enough, whilft Antony was in power ; but after 
his defeat, at the battle of ASilmn^ of which we (hall fpcak in a 
more proper place, MaLhus^ then king of that country, refufed 
all further payment to her. Htrod^ who had got .a complete 
army, with which he defigned to aflift his fi iend Antony againft 
icceivcd orders from him to turn his forces againft 
the flood Arabians. This was Chopatra’s plot; who, by bringing 

Bcf Clir kings to a battle, propofcd to get the territories of 

■ the conquered, let the vi^lory foil on which fide it would. But 
^ ’ as her fpite againft Herod w'as moft: prevailing, flie fent one of 
her general , named Athrniony w'ho cquallv hated him, at the 
head of an arm5s under pretence of aflifling him, but in reality 
to betray and ruin iiim, becaufe (he forefaw, that he was liketQ ^ 

^ Antiq. 1 . xv. c. 4. Hell. Jud. lib. i c. 13, & vii. c. 2R. 

* Antiq. ubi fiipra, c. 5. Bell. Jud. lib. iii. c. aS. • Vol. ix. 
p. 465, & icq 

need to add here is, that that carried into where it hath 
cunning princefs took care to grown and throve ever fmee (6). 
have a quantity of that plant 

( 6 ) S’ Da'>fir defa, tf ft, Dr, Slow, P ntlfj & of. 

have 
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have the better of his enemy. For Herody upon the firft en¬ 
counter, had given them a great overthrow, and obliged them 
to get a frcfli army togethei, which Malchus brought into Caple^ 
fyrta. Here a fecond battle was fought near Cana (F), in wliich 
Herod was on the point of getting a new victory ; when Athe- He is he-- 
nioHy who had flood neuter all the time of the engagement, Jy 

upon his troops, before they could tally themfel/^ej>, and, in fpite ^^henion, 
of his fpeedy alhflance and bravery, cut the greatefl part of the 
Jews in pieces, and plundered their cantp, Herod himlllf efcape- 
ing with great difficulty, with a finall iTimber of his men ’’ (G). 

Herod was by this time g^'t into the ftventh year of his reign Juda:a 
when Judaa was ftiaken with fuch an earthquake, as had never 
been felt before, and which deftroyed great numbers of cattle, hy 
and many thoufand pcifons, who perilhed under the ruins of^” ^arth- 
their houfcs (H). His troops indeed efcaped the common ruin,^^^^^* ^ 
bccaufe he kept them encamped in the open field : ncverthelefe, 
the great lo(s which the kingdom fuftained by this calamity, ^ 
obliged him to fend an embafly to fuc to tlie Asahians for peace, 

But by this time the account of his lofs having been greatly ji. 
magnified to them, they not only rejedted his offers, but flew 
the embafladors that brought them, and invaded Jtidaa with the 
otmoft fpeed, expeifing to have found it deftitute of defence. It HerodV 
was with the greatefl difficulty that Hrod kept his men from •vtSlorits 
abandoning him ; but having at length difptlled their fears, and 
offyed the ufual facrificcs, he went to meet the enemy on the Arabians, 
other fide of they and theie gave them two fuch fignal 


Antiq. ubi lupia, c. (>. * Vid. UiSFR. annal. fub 

A. M. 3973. 


(F) Probably Grr in 

on the other fide of the Lthanus ; 
or Cannath^ on the other fide 
Jordan, in the neighbourhood of 
Boftra in Arabia (7', 

(G) The Maccabitiflf book 
adds, that Athenian was ordered 
to fiirround that monarch with 
his troops, as foon as he had en¬ 
gaged thofe of the Afabians{%), 
However that be, Herod, from 
that time, forbore coming to an 
engagement with them, and con¬ 
tented himfelf with making fre¬ 
quent incurfions againfl them. 


encamping always on the moun¬ 
tains ; by which he got this 
double advantage, that he haraf- 
ied the enemy, and mured his 
own troops to the trade of war. 

(H) Our hillorian, in one 
place, mentions but ten thoufand 
flam (9) ; bur, m another, he 
makes them to amount to thtee 
myriads, or tlurty thoufand 
men (1); w hich laft is the more 
likely of the two, and agrees 
much better with the defeription 
he gives of that calamity. 


( 7 ) Euf%h. Ice. Hthr. Vrd, Supb. Byx. fab vtt. Ca'fiMh, (8) C,p. liL 
[if) An ^.bb, XV. c, y, [sj BtlL'yiniati, /. i c. 14, 


defeats, 
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defeats, that he forced them in their turn to fue for peace, and to 
accept it on his own conditons; after which he returned in 
. ^ triumph to fentfalem (I). 

Antony/ j^appinefe was foon after troubled by the defeat of 

|,y Augujhis at the battle of Asiitm^ by which he faw 
Yra^f deprived of a moll powerful as well as Heady friend, and 

the flood brink of falling a facriflee to the conqueror’s refentment. 

2j|g The bell expedient he could think on under this conllernation, 
Bef. CJir. advice to Antor^, to put Cleopatra to death, and 

JO. to feize on her kingdom and treafures ; by which he might be 
enabled to raile new forces, and either make a frelh pulh for 
the empire, or, at the word, obtain eafier conditions of peace. 
He promifed him, on thofe terms, to Hick fall to his intereft, 
and to furnifli him with money, troops, and llrong-holds, and 
He rije^s other alHllancc to carry on the war againft his rival But 
Hfcrod/ Antony was Hill too great a Have to that princels, to confent to 
adytee to expedient; winch when Hurod peiceivcd, he thought 

no more, but how to make his peace with the conqueror on the 
- ,, bell terms he could. He had llill another dread upon him as 

* great as the dirpkafurc of Cafar. Hyrcan, the only furviving 
gair-T Afmoman lacc, had been formerly acknowlegcd king 

Hyiean 'Judaa, and as fuch, had entered into alliances .with the 
* ’ Roman fenate. Herod, on the other hand, had ocen chiefly up¬ 

held in his throne by the intcrell of Antony ; and Alexandra^ 
ever watchful for all opportunities of being revenged on ^ tlie 
ufurper, had begun to try to gain Ibme advantage fioin the laUi 
change of affaiis againll him. Herod thcrefoie, who had his 
fpies about him, thought it unfafe to go to Augujlus, till he had 
drawn the father and the daughter into a fnaic, which might 
alFord him a pietencc foi putting the former to death ; which he 
CdB/fi ^iffldid, by caufing him to be beheaded in the eightieth year of his 
$0 be bi- age {K). I^rod’s 

beaded. ^ Antiq. lib xv c 8, & g Bdl fud 1 i. c 14. See alfo, vol. ix. 

p.469.&req. * See his Ipetcli to 'lugujlus,\i^ Jud, ubifup. c. 15. 


advice to 
bim. 


plot a~ 
gairft 

Hyrcan 


(I) The lirfl: of thele battles fun ender themfelves till the fifth 
was fou^ ht near Philadtlphta, in day, on which the reft, in defpair, 
which hve thoufand Arabians and without hopes or prolpeft 
were either killed upon the fpoc, of fuccefs, attacked him, and 
or trod to death in their flight, had lev en thoufand killed; upon 
Herod having aftcrwaids clofely which they fubmitted to his con- 
befieged them in their camp, ditions, one of which was, that 
where they were ready to periili he was declared by them go- 
for want of water, they offered vernoi 01 protetlor of their na- 
him at Bril fifty talents foi iheir tion (2). 
freedom; which being rejeded, (K) So fays the fourth book 
they in great numbers came to of the Maccabees (3). Th$ trap 

(a) Antij. ubt Jup.U fcgi* (3) Cap. lir. 


into 





lie (tepartod, was to ^kure bfe fk- Herod 
heft lie co^i in eefe he Chould mUcar^y in her addrefsiw^?; *» Au* 
he committed bis mother Cyprw,gtt&its. 
Md his fijbr to cam ofohis brother Phemait whom 

]k"%lt into the 9t Mfusaiirm^ with orders tocdhelkter, ioH$s triers 

Crown, and defend it to the laft^ in^mle hcr« bu hto^ 
nlSo> that it went ill with him. As for his wife Mafitmnt^tber, 


peard> that it went m witn mm. tor nis wire manmne^ 
Wl his mother Jmxandray he Tent them into the ftrong tortre^ 
of Majj^da^ and put them under the care of his treafurer, 
named JoJeph^ and of Sahemusy one of his chief confidents, with 
expreis orders, to put thoie two princefTes to death, as fbon aa he 


received the news of his ill fuccefs at the emperor’s court, and 
then to go and aflifl his brother with all his power. He em¬ 
barked foon after for Rhodes^ where Augujius then was | and. 


having obtained an audience from him, appeared before that 
prince in all his royal orn ments, except his diadem ; and fpoke 
to him with filch feennng confidence, as if he was fare before¬ 
hand to obtain what he came for. He made no difficulty to 


into which he w.is drawn, was a 
maflerpiece of h.s politic rival, 
who ctfrrupted feme of his and 
his daughtei’s confidents, to fet 
’bn foot a kind of ticafonable 
ciy-refpondence, whether real or 
counterfeited, with Maichus king 
oi Arabiaf wherein Hyrcaadeftred 
to put bifnfelf again under hit. 
protedliOA, and begged of him 
to fend him fome horfemen to 


Ub (/{), he took as he found it in 
the commentary which HerodItit 
behind him; but, at the lame 
time, he i elates the matter dif¬ 
ferently from other hands. We 
refer the readci for it to the, place 
laft quoted However, ihis was 
the difinal end of that unfortu¬ 
nate prince, after a long fehes 
of unhappy viciffitudes He was 
at firft raifed to the pontifical 


condod him from a private place 
ntsg Jerirfoum^ to the Jake Af- 
fhaltiteff w^ich was about ninety 
miles ^fiant from tliac metro¬ 
polis 

Dajkheaif the agent bf this cor- 
mfjpondcnce, betiayed to lUtod 
both this letter, and the anfwer, 
in which the Arabian king pro- 
msied tom a fafe efcoit to con¬ 
vey him away. //risi/fummon^d 
tike, pomift before ius council. 
and, having taxed him with it, 
and, ttpoitttoi denial, fhewed him 
the very ktiter, caufed hun to lie 


Tlus 


dignity by his motlier Alexantbv, 
and fucceeded her fbon after m 
the kingdom alfo j three months 
after which, he was deprived of 
both by his brother 
He was reftored to both by 
Ptmpey, and enjoyed them near 
forty years, till depofed again, 
and dtfqualihed, by duh^at, 
who cut off his cars, and fimt 
him prifoner into Parma, from 
Whence he unfortunately return¬ 
ed, at the preiSng iijiifitt^tott of 
jAeratf, who owed ms life, crown. 
Hind allr Ms 'gfliathe^ to IdnA, 
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own his former attachment to Anmf% intereft^ his afiiftinghim 
with men, arms, money, and other nccedaries for die war; and 
even the couniel he had given |him, after his defeat^ of 
Cleopatra, and feizing on her kingdom, and imlhenfe treafure; 
in order to obtain a more advantageous peace. AU this, iaid 
he, concluding his fpeech, I thought mylelf bound in honour, 
gratitude, and friendfliip, to do for Antony ; but, fince he haa 
rejciSled my lad advice, and left me at liberty to make you a 
tender of my future fervices, if you think them worth your 
acceptance, and can but forget what is pad, you (hall find me 
henceforth as fincere and dedfaft a friend to you, as I have been 
hitherto to your rival. As an earned of which, he mentioned 
to him the timely fuccour he had lately given to ^ Didius, his 
governor in Syria, againd Antonym gladiators (LJ. Augufius 
was very much taken, both with his fpeech, and gallant beha¬ 
viour : he had llkewife been acquainted with the fuccour be had 
lent to Dtdius, and thanked him for it, aflliring him, that he 
■ readily accepted of his friendfhip, and confirmed the kingdom to 
him; in token of which, he ordered him to take up his diadem, 
and wear it before him. Herod, plealed with his good fucccls, 
made fome prefents to Auguftus, and his favourites, according to 
his ufual profuiencis; and was from that time in greater edeem 
with him than any other tributary prince; fo that he returned 
to JerufaUm highly fatisfied with thefe additions of honour and 
p^wer: but all this was foon loured, by the ill reception he met 
with from his favoiii Ite Mat iamne, and her exalperated mother 

For thefc two pnnceiTcs, looking upon their confinement at 
Maffada only as a more honourable imprilbnment, and remem- 
bring with horror the bloody orders he had formerly left with 
his uncle fofeph conceining them, did not doubt but he had 
given the fame to their two new guardians. To be fatisfied of 
it, they fpared neither prefents nor carefies, till they got the 
fatal fecret from Sohemus ; fo that when Herod came to MaJJada, 
and was going to embrace the queen with his ufual tendernels, 

® Antiq. ubifupra,'c. lo. 

(L) Thefe were an abjed race, the lirlt who put a flop to their 
whom Antony had brought up at progrefs, being privately afiiiled 
Cyzicum, to exhibit triumphal by Herod with fome troops; and 
i}X)]ts j and thefe, when they at length prevailed upon them to 
heard of his defeat, determined quit their gladiatorial employ- 
to go into E^t to his afliilance. ment, after they had waited a 
They had fon^t their way lon^ time in vain for Antony'^ 
through feveral provinces in joining them (7}. 
their march thither: Didlsst was ^ 

(7) /. XT. c. 10, 
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and to acquaint her with his fuccefs, he was furprifed to find Mariam- 
ail hia carefifes anfwered with fighs and tears, and all other ne*r mt- 
narks of ^ief and difdain. His reientment rofe to fuch an hncbofy 
hei^t,' that it extorted from him the bittereft 'eproaches, ac- rectpthit 
companied with fuch threatenings, as would have alarmed 
any woman hut her. *6ut his love, which was no lefs violent, 

''^Idom fuffered thole failles of anger to be long-lived $ till his 
mother and filler, tired and affrighted to fee him fiill floating 
between thofe oppolite paffions, found out a way to work her 
efiedlual ruin, by raifing the vileft furmifes and calumnies 
againft her unfpotted character. 

In the mean time, Augujlus palling through Byria in hviHitmag- 
way to Egypty Hercdy who went to meet him as far as Pto~ nifictnt rt^ 
Umahy entertained him and his army with incrcd 4 ble magni- ception of 
licence; and, befides a prefent that he made to him of eight Auguftus. 
hundred talents, took care to furnifh his army with bread, 
wine, and other proviflons, as they marched through fome 
barren deferts, where they might have been otherwife in dan¬ 
ger of wanting even bread and water. He accompanied him 
as far as Pelujtum ; and that emperor was fo charmed with his 
politenefs and generofity, that he made him ride by his fide, 
wbendver ha Went to review his troops, or upon any diver- 
ilon. He gave him the fame magnificent reception upon his 
return from Egypty as he pafTed through Syria \ in recompence 
clf which, Augujius made him a prefent of the four thoufand mpe^ 
Gaulsy which had fcrved as life-guards to Cleopatra j and re- ror's re- 
ftored to him the territories and revenues of Jer ichoy Gadafat quital to 
mppoHy and Samatiay in the inlands; and thofe of Gazayhim. 
Anthedorty JoppOy and the tower of Stratariy on the fea-fide } Year of 
which made a confiderable enlargement both to his kingdom the flood 
and revenues^ But, upon his return to Jerufakniy he re- 2319. 
lapfed into hrs former difcontent and jealoufies, on account Chr. 
of his beloved queen, whofe averfion from him daily increafed ; ^ 9 - 

infomuch that fhc came at laft to treat him with fuch con- 
tempt, and accompanied it with fuch bitter refle£fions, as 
calily convinced him, that fhc had conceived an irreconcile-^®^^^^^' 
able hatred againft him. She gave him a mortifying inftance'^^'^**" 
of it foon after, and fuch an one as haflened her death, by 
giving her enemies an opporunity of taking the blackeft means 
tor pulhing his fury agamft her to the hi^eft pitch, even * 
to the condemning her to death. We fhall give the account 
of it-ia the note (M), 

He 


(M) Herod, who had, by this 
time, floated sear a year be¬ 
tween the inoft violent aflSidion 
an^^entmem, had withdrawn 


himfelf into liii chamber, to reft 
himleif during the heat of the 
day: he fenc for her, and, in 
the kiiideft manner, iovited her 
£e a la 
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Tried and H e Ordered, accordingly, that excellent princefs to<t»0 
tmde^td publicly tried \ and, having packed a fet of judges of his 
to die* own creatures, he bimfelf carried on the profecutlon with 
fueh violence, that they cafily underftood they muft condemn 
her death, though they all hoped and begged, that he would 
not precipitate their fentence, but confine hef to fome caftle,^ 
till he had more maturely confulted with his own heart. Bur 
Salome^ who knew how apt her brother was to relapfe, and 
fearing fome difcovery might come out of her treachery to 
her, if her to death mould be delayed, at length obtained an 
order from him for her execution, under pretence that the 
nation would rife in arms for her, if he fuffered her to live 
any longer. 

Mariamne received the fatal fummons with an heroic cou> 


rage, becoming her exalted virtue and quality, and marched 
to the place of execution with incredible ferenity, till an acci¬ 
dent befel her, which put her conftancy to the fevereft trial. 
Alexan- Her mother, the turbulent intriguing Alexandra, who ex- 
draV^^yir-pefted nothing but to follow her in a mort time, could think 
nefi to her. ow no better expedient to avert the impending {form, than by 
trying to ingratiate herfelf to Herod, by infulting her unfor¬ 
tunate daughter all the way fhe was led to the fatal place ; 
and, not contented to load her with the bittcreft reproaches 
for her ingratitude and faithleflhefs to the beft of hu{bandS| 
Ihe made feveral ofiers to ftrike her, and to pull her by the 


to lie down by him; but ihe, 
inilead of complying with this 
lall requeft, returned his careiTes 
with invincible Ccorn, upbraided 
him with ‘all the ocher wrongs 
he had done to her ^nd her 
mily, and particularly the death 
of her father and broUier; which 
fo exafperated^at fierce mon¬ 
arch, that he was on the point 
of killing her with his own 
hands. Salome did not let this 
opportunity flip, of putting her 
hellifli engines at work againft 
that unfortunate jlrincefi' the 
had corrupted the kiiig*s cup¬ 
bearer beforehand, to 1^ ready 
en the firft call with one of the 
tdackeft accufatioDs againft her t 
apd now ihe fbnt him to Herod, 
with a poifoned cup in one hmid, 
and a fum of money in the other, 
to acquaint him, 


had bribed him with the one, to 
adminifler the other to him. 
The rage this new accufation 
threw him in, made him order 
one of her favourite eunuchs and 
confidents to be put to the rack; 
but all the confeifion he could 
extort from him was, that he 
believed the cruel orders he had 
left with Sahemus, had exaipe- 
rated that princefs againft him. 
Herod, enraged that a perfon, in 
whom he repofed fo ^reat confi- 
dence, fliould dare, in fpite of 
his exprefs commands to the con¬ 
trary, to difclofe fo important a 
fecret, was eafily perfoaded* that 
there muft have hnn fome crimi¬ 
nal amverfation between themi 
and therefore ordetqd that 6- 
vourite to be pnt to imowdiate 
deathi 

hair* 
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hair. bore all her pretended rcLntment, without jHrr^fO- 

betraying any other change in her countenance, than an in- hr Laa- 
wara Ihame at Co bafe an artifice; which proved, however, viour, 
fit from fucceeding, as the fcqucl will fhew. Mttriamnt fub- 
mjtted to her death with the fame conftancy and intrepidity Htrdtath. 
as ihe had lived", and with her enucd all the happinefi of her 
tyrannic hufband. 

Herad*% rage being foon quenched with the blood of that HerodV 
amiable princefs, his love broke out the more fiercely, and remrfts 
filled him with fiich pungent remvfe, that his life became a 
burden to him. In vain he tried to divert his grief witli 
feafiings, and other diverfions; Mariamne was fiill uppermoft 
in his thoughts: he called aloud after* her, and fometimes 
would order thofe of his attendance to fetch her to him. A 
grievous pefiilence, which happened foon after, and fwept -dgrievaut 
away multitudes of people of lul ranks, added a firefli load 
his mifery ; becaufe it was univerfally looked upon as a juft Year of 
j.udgment on him for all the blood he had Ihed, and efpecially 
that of his injured queen. At firft he withdrew himfclf into 
fome of the neighbouring deferts, under pretence of hunting, ^ 
but, really, to avoid the fight of men. At length, being 
feized with a violent diftemper in his bowels, he returned to 
Sam^ta, where his phyficians tried m vain to give him fome 
eafe} their medicines did but increafe his pain, through 
wilfulnefs, and irregular living. His conftitution did, how-rett/et. 
•ever, get the better of his difeafe, but never could of his 
four and brutiih humour, to which be abandoned himfelf 
more and more, as he recovered his health and ftrength. He 
grew, at length, to fuch an height of cruelty, that he fpared 
neither friend nor foe in his fits of rage; and went on facri- 
ficing numbers of his relations and beft friends to his paffion, 
even to the day of his death. 

Alexandra^ the bafe and unnatural mother of the virtuous Alexandra 
Manamne^ was one of the very firft that fell a vidlim to bis intriguts 
rage after her iniured daughter. The hopes of HtroAs death, againft 
while he lay fick at Samaria, had made her fet her wits 
work to corrupt the governors of the two principal fortreftes 
of Judaa, the one called Antmia, near the temple, and the 
other in the city of Jerufalem, to deliver them up into her 
hands (N), together with Herod*^ children, pretending diere- 


" Antiq. c. lu 


by 


"(N) Hiclfe two fortreftes were 
juftty looked upon as the two 
main keys of the kingdom, the 
one cOmuputding the temple, and 
the lie city % fo that was 


of the ntmoft (Sinfoquence to the 
candidates for the crown to be 
mafters of them, or, at leaft, of 
the firft of them: for the yews 
had fuch an invincible attach- 
Ee 3 ment 
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by to fecure the kingdom for his Tons by Mariamne^ in cafe of 
their father’s death. But her reftlefs and intriguing geniua 
was fo well known to thofe governors, that, inftead of coni' 
plying with her requeft, they informed the king of it, who 
Mi is put feht orders back to have her immediately put to d^th j wbicl^ 
to death, was accordingly done without further tryal. The next was 
his brother-in-law Cojiohares^ who was an Idumeanf and bad 
married Salome after Herod had put her iirft hufband to deaths' 
as we have related above. This man, whom Herod had raifed 
from an inferior rank (O) to the government of Idumea^ had 
juftly incurred his difpleafure, by endeavouring to make him- 
felf and that province independent on him, and applying 
to Cleopettra for afliftance. Herod would have put him to im* 
Salome mediate death, had not Salome interpofed; but ihe being fince 
divorces fallen out with, and willing to get rid of him, firft fent him 
her huf- a bill of divorce j and, to juftity that unlawful aftion to her 
band. brother (P), told him that fhe had difeovered a treafonable 
Year of defign, which was carried on by her hufband, in conjunction 
the flood with Lyjtmachus^ Dofitheusy and Antipater ; and, as a proof 
2322. of it, told him, that he privately kept the fons of Babas (Q.) 
Bef. Chr. under his protection, contrary to his exprefs commands ; all 
26. 

ment to the worfhip of the tern- but not the wife the hufband 
pie, that there was fcarcc any (9). However, Salome ^ relying 
thing, even life itfelf, which on her brother's friendfhip, an| 
they would not facriiice to the her own politic head, alTumed 
liberty of coining to that facred that prerogative; which no Jevo- 
place at all proper times and (o- ifi> woman, that we know 0^ had 
Jemnities. ever done before. 

( 0 } He was defeended from (QJ Thefe had been great 
the antient prieft of Qhofey a fticklers for the Ajmonean race, 
deity of the Jdusneansy before and, at the fiege of Jeru/alem, 
they were forced by Hyrean I. ftrenuoufly oppofed the opening 
to embrace the Jeviifi religion, of the gates to Herod } for which 
This deity is not unrightly fup- that prince, upon his takii^ of 
pofed to be the niin, or /e/r, the city, had given charge to 
prophet or lawgiver of the He- C^obares to fecure them ; but 
brrws (7): for, if we may be- he had lee them efcape, and had 
liGVC Epiphanius ( 8 ), both the excufed the matter to whp, 
Jdumeanst and Arabs of AreAia finding now, that he had feyt 
Petreea, worihiped^ Mo^esy nnd theip into an afylum, and mtin- 
paid divine honours to his fl itue. tained them there, put him, and 

(P) According to theJIf^V asmony of them as he could And, 
law, the hufbands alone were todet,^. 
permitted to divorce their wives, 

( 7 ) Calms, bift. Via. Tefi. fub A. M.vyiO. ( 8 ) Harsd, 55 . ( 9 ) Vtd. 

^eut, I, & ftf. Mat, 3UX. 3, & fy, Mark x, ^ jwy. Metmon, dt 
rtpud, 

wiiiich 
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which HiTsd having found true, he ordered every one ofColloba* 
them to be put to death o. ' ^ res. isfc. 

fbredy having by this time rid himfclf of the Afimmanfvt t 9 
race, ahd of thar moft confiderable partifans, began now to dtath, 
fhew a greater difregard to the f ewijh religion, than he had 
hitherto ventured to do, by aboliihing feveral of its ceremo¬ 
nies, and introducing feme foreign cuffoms, which were for¬ 
bidden by it. He began with building a ibtely theatre in the Herod i*. 
city, and a fpacious amphitheatre in its fuburos ; and Qrdered,O0<O<r« 
public games to be celebrated in them every fifth year, in ho- 
nour of Augujlus\ and, to draw the greater concourie 
them, he caufed them to be proclaimed, not only in the 
neighbouring provinces, but in the molt diftant kingdoms; 
and^iromifed magnificent prizes to thofe who Ihould gain the 
vidtorjr. Befides great numbers of the molt expert muilcians, 
players, courfers, gladiators, &c. which he had fent for thi¬ 
ther, he caufed alfo fome of the fiercefl; wild beads to be 
brought, and fought upon the ftage ; all which did not a little H^tfd for > 
difpleafe the zealous Jews^ who thought it unlawful and in- h 
human to expofe men to the fury of wild beads. But what Jews, 
exafperated them moft, were the trophies with which be had 
caufed thofe fumptuous places to be adorned, and which they, 
miftaking for ftatues, thought contrary to their law f which 
forbids all kind of imagery, whether carved, or even painted. 

'They therefore cried out againft him, that he had profaned 
their city, and that they would never tamely bear fuch idola¬ 
trous monuments to he fet up in it. Herod trieii in vain to Year of 
undeceive them by fair fpeeches ; he was forced at length to the Hood 
lead fome of the principal of them to the place, and to order 2323* 
the armour of the trophies to be taken down, and thereby to Bef. Cbr. 
convince them, that there was nothing under them but bare 25. 
pofts. This demonftration did indeed fatisfy them as to this 
point, and turned their outcries into laughter j but the gene¬ 
rality of the nation retained fuch an averfiop againft him, 
upon account of his other heathenifb novelties, that they 
looked no longer upon him as a JewiJh king) but as an heathen, 
and a tyrant. 

T£n of the boldeft of them took it at laft into their heads, Con/phed 
to enter the theatre with daggers hid under their cloaths, and againft 
either to ftab the king, or i^e of hV retinue 3 not doubting 
but even their periihipg ih the attempt w«uld render the ty¬ 
rant ftUl more odious. They were not miftalcen; for, /*- Renews 
rod being informed o( ^eir defign by one qf his fpies, and horn'd 
caufing the affaffina to be put to a moft. excruciating death, 
the people were fo esm^ated againft the inforfiier, that they 


' Amiq. 1 . XV. c. 11. 
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cut and tore bim to pieces^ and caft his flefli to the don. 
Herod tried in vain to difeover the authors of this affront: to 
was at laft forced to order fome women to be put to the rack, 
and to extort from them the names of the principal of them, 
whom he caufed likewife to be hurried to death, together with 
their innocent families. This laft aQ of cruelty drove the 
into fuch defperate hatred againft him, that be expected 
nothing lefs than a general revolt to prevent which, no fet 
about fortifying Jerufalem^ rebuilding Samaria (R), and ga- 
iifoning fcveral other fortreiTes in 'Juiasa^ whofe iituation was 
moft likely to keep the country in awe >*, and whofe names 
the reader may find at the end of the laft note. 

Adout the fame time, which was the thirteenth year of 
his reign, Judaa was vifited with a grievous drought, which 
brought on a famine, and ended in a raging pemlcnce i of 
winch great multitudes daily died, for want of proper help 
and fuftenance. Herod, whofe treafury was exhaufte^jb by 

P Antiq. 1. xv. c. 11 . 


(R) We took notice, in a for¬ 
mer feAion, that this city, which 
had been deflroyed by Hyrcan, 
had been in part rebuilt by Ga- 
binius governor of Syria, and 
called, from bim, Gahiniana; 
but, he being ioon after turned 
out, it advanced no higher than 
a good large village. Herod, 
therefore, chofe to flnifti that 
work, and to reftore that place 
to Its priflme fplendor; becaufe, 
being but one day s journey, or 
thirty-five miles, dillant from^e- 
rufaltm, he could eafily make it 
a place of retreat, in cafe of ne- 
celfity. 

He adorned it with magnifi¬ 
cent buildings, fortified it with 
walls and towers, and invited fix 
tlioufand foreigners to come and 
fettle there, who,^finding the ibil 
very fertile, became vt/y rich in 
a fhort time. He gave it the 
name of Sebafie, which fignifies 
the fame in Greek’, as 
in taiin. 

The other places, which he 

(tj Jdotif. /, XV. C. 11. 


fortified and garifoned, were, the 
tower of Struton, which he call¬ 
ed Ctefarea, in jionouf to the 
emperor; and made it ib ftrong, 
that it feemed to command the 
whole country. He built Hirer 
wile another Itrong fortrefs in 
the midft ofa plain, and put into 
it a garifon of horfe. A third 
he built in Gaiilee, named G$iba~ 
la; and a fourth in Efthmoaitts, 
in Perea ; all which, being aifo 
well garifoned and fiored with 
arms and provifions, were a great 
check to the whole kingdom (i}. 

fiut he bellowed the moft colt 
on his new Sebajle, to which he 
allowed a circuit of twenty Hades, 
or two miles and an half. In the 
centre of it was a fpacioos Iquare 
of about a Hade and an half, and 
iu the middle a ftately tenifde. in 
a word, he fpared no coft to ren¬ 
der it oiieof the richeft and luoft 
bcautifu] dties of hjs realm, and 
Iqok^ upon if as his fiivoarite 
( 2 )./ 

(%) Antt^s I, XV. (, 13 . 


building 
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building fd many cities and fortrefles, and whofe finances were 
reduced to the loweft ebb, through the famine^and death of 
his fubje^s, was forced to melt down all his plate, and to fend 
it down into to procure a freflrfupply of provifions, 

in cMrder to ftop the mouths of the people, who, as is ufual in 
fuch calamities, threw all the odium or them upon him. 'I'he 
drought having likewife killed fuch quantities of their cattle, Wsmr- 
that they had not wool fuificient left to doathe themfelves of 
againfl; tne approaching winter, he took care alfo to procure 
a fufficient fupply oi it betimes ; and PetroniuSf the Roman 
prefedl then in Egypt, notwithfianding the multitudes of peo¬ 
ple who applied to him from other provinces for the fame 
things, fo far befriended him, as Co fend him a fufiicienc 
quantity of them ; which Herod caufed to be immediately Removed 
diftnbuted among his fubjedls, but to the yms preferably to ^HerodV 
any of the reft. This gencrofity did, for the prefent, change 
th^ hatred into admiration; and his praifes were, for a while, 
the main fubje£l; of their difcourfe : but as he foon relapfed 
into bis cruel and favage humour, their love was as foon turned 
into hatred again, which continued to his death. However, 
his prudent liberality having ilored the country with plenty of 
corn, the long drought being fucceeded by more refrelhing 
feafons, they began to cultivate their lands again, and found 
them, to their great comfort, reftored to their former fecun¬ 
dity 

* As foon as the land had lecovered itfelf from the late ca> 7heftately 
lamity, Herod went on with his building (S); particularly/aAire 
his (lately palace near the temple of Jerufalem, in which the Jerufalen 
g^, marble, cedar, and other precious materials. Teemed to bmlt, 
ofl^ic one another. There were in it, among other apart¬ 
ments, two magnificent ones, to the one of which he gave 

s Antiq. 1. xv. c. la. 

(S) Amongil them, that of Cee~ at an immenfe labour and charge, 

Jarea, mentioned in the lad note, and made it one of the moil 
Was the mod magnificent next to convenient havens on that cixid. 

Sehafte. He bedowed twelve He beautified alfo the place with 
years iu the finiihing and adorn- dately buildings. The reader 
iDff k. It dood on the ooaib of may (ee, in Jo/tpbus ( 3 ), a foil 
planriVr, and was very conveiwent account of t^is immenie woik, 
fbr tnule; bat had, till then, a and of many others, in other 
'Very dangerous harbour, fo that places, ereA^ by that prince ; 
no (hips could beiafe in it, when wbicb, joined to h» profufe mu- 
tfae wind watatfott^-wed. He- ni&cence, jndly gained him the 
rod remedied this inctmvenie&cy, furname of Great, 


(3) l, XV. r. 13. 


the . 
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the name of Augujlus^ and to the other that of Agripp’a, At 
the fame time he was not unmindful to ingratiate hiihfelf with 
the emperor, by more fubftantial fervices than building of 
places to his honour; for, Gellius having been lent with 
Herod’j an army to attempt the conqueft of Arabutt Hend failed not 
gratitude to fend him very confiderable fuccours, and, amongft the reft^ 
to Auguf five hundred of the ftouteft of his guards; and, though that 
tus. cntcrprize proved unfuccefsful to the Romans, in a country 
where the air, water, and aliments, were as contrary to them 
as the temper of the people *■, yet Herod*o affiftance proved fo 
ufeful and feafonable to them, that Ceefar could not choofe 
being highly pleafed with it«, 

Marries a 1 'his very year alfo he married another Mhriamne, who 
/ec»ndMA‘vn& the daughter of a Jevjifls prieft of Alexandria, named 
riamne. Simon, the fon of Boethus, and a woman of extraordinary 
beauty. To raife her father up to a condition fit for fu^h an 
alliance, he placed him upon the pontifical chair, after hav> 
ing difpofiefled Jefus the fon of Phabaus of that dignity. 
Palate of Soon after thofe nuptials, he went and built the magnificent 
Herodion palace of Herodion, on the place where he had formerly d?- 
fniilt. feated the Ajitigostiam. The fituation of it was fo inviting 

a , that the fews, and other people, gladjy came and 
t round it; fo that from a palace it foon became a con* 
iiderable city (U). 

By this time Herod feemed to be at the height of ail his 
wifhes: his being in fuch high efteem with Augif/lus, made 

' De hoe bell, vide Strab. 1 . xvi. * Antiq. ubi fapra, Sc 
bell. Judaic. 1 . i. c. i6. *■ Antiq. ubi fapra, & 1 . xvmA 7. 

Bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 11. & 16. Vide & Plin. 1 . v. c. 14. * 

(T) This fiately building flood were not adorned, as the refl 
on a pleaiant hill, about feven were, with temples, and other 
miles from Jerufalem \ and had buildings, with flatues, and other 
the profpeft, as weU as com* carvings, which he knew the 
mand, m the country round Jevos would never have borqe 
about. The eradual dedivity of with any patience; but, as for 
It was no leu beautiful. The thofe which he built out of it, 
reader may fee it deferibed, as he gave htmfelf all the fec^, 
well as the city, by the authors which either his pride, or deure 
quoted above. of pleafiug the Romans, could in- 

f U) In a wora, he ipared nt» fpire him with ; for alb whtdh 
coft to leave every'Where fome he had a fdvo ready,'taamely, 
mfmuments of bis anmeafured that he did in all this only dbey, 
magnificence, as well in Judaa, and even much agahift his Wuf, 
as out of it but, with this dif- the orders of the emperor, who 
ference, that thofe in Juiaa had a right to command him (4}. 

( 4 ) Anttq, & he!h fui, ub! fo^ra. 
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hirp either loved or feared by his fubjeds and neighbours; 
and therefore, that he might cultivate that prince’s favour fiitl 
more, he fent his two favouritjc Tons, whom he had by Ma-Htnd 
riofimy and who were grown up by this time, to be edu-yhref/ kis 
eated under his eye. Pallia, his intimate friend, was ordered fins 
to provide a ftately houfe at Rme i but the emperor took that^^Rome. 
care ofF his hands, and affigned them apartments in his own 
palace: and fo well pleafed was he with the confidence which 
their father put in him, that he gave him full power to name Year of 
which of them he pleafed to be his fucceflbr. He likewife the flood 
added feveral provinces to his kingdom, whofe names, as 2527. 
well as the occaflon of the gift, the reader will find in Chr. 

note “ (W), ' a*- 

Augujius 

■* Aotiq. I. XV. c. 15. 

(W) Theie were the three peror, who had reafon to fufpeft, 
diftrifts of Trachonitisy Jiuranitis that he had made a gain by pro- 
or Iturtay and Bataneuy which teding a vermin which he ought 
were fitoate between Libanus and to have fupprefled, would not fo 
Perea, on the other fide Jordan much as hear him. 

(5). ^grippa being foon after fent 

They‘were given to him on into Sytia, Herod went to meet 
this occafion: Zenodorus, tetrarch him at Mitylene ; and, foon after 
of a fmall toparchy, had farmed his return, Zenodorus, in hopes 
thafe from Vatro the then prefi- of meeting with better fuc<^8 
dent of Syria, and fufFcred the withhim,lTirreduptheG/7<f<rrMrri 
inhabitants of it, who lived chiefs to come and prefer fundry grie* 
ly in locks and caves, to make vous complaints againfl; him. But 
cxcurfions into all the neighbour- he found the new governor too 
ing countries impuncly. A com- well rooted in Herod* & intereft to 
plaint of this had been fent by hear any accuiation againfl; him; 

Parro to Auguftus j upon which, on the contrary, he fent them 
orders were brought back to him, bound to Jerufalenst where He^ 
at any rate, to extirpate thofe rod, hoping to gain them by Air 
robbers; And, for the more ef- ufage, ordered them to be fet at 
feQual doing of it, the emperor liberty. 

commanded him to take thofe Zenodorus, thus di&ppeintcd 
three toparchies from Zenodorus, again, went and fold the terri- 
and to put them under Herod, tory of Auranitis to the Arais 
who, with his ufual fuccefs, foon for fifty talents j fo that a war 
ferreted them out, and cleai<qd was like to have aifued be> 
the country of them. tween Herod an<i them, they be> 

Ztnodorut, however, went to ing deaf to all his ofien for eiid> 

Xme,, to complain of the in- ing the difpute in an amical^ 
juflice done him, in taking thofe way ; when, Ar^fius compig 
diflddls from him j but the em- in a lucky time, Zenodon^ tried 

(;) bt fit nnf, tuc. lii, X. Jofefi. antij, K *vii. e. 7. S, Bitnnym. Q Eofii* 
lot. Hiir. & al, 

hit 
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Augaf' Augi^us (lopped not his kindnefs here; but, looking upon 
tAii great the de(perate exit of Hered'i accufers (mentioned in the laft 
favours to note) as a proof of his innocence and merit, appointed him 
bins. his procurator in Syria, and forbid bis governor there to un- 
dertake any thing without his knowiege and advice. At tbe»;' 
Herod ob- fame time Herod took this favourable opportunity to obtain a 
tains a tetrarchy for bis brother Phtroras, that he might live acewd- 
tetrareby j^g ^ his birth, and without depending upon his fuccedbr's 
^ "" favour after his death (X). In acknnwlegement for all thefis 
brotbsr. Herod, having accompanied the emperor to the fea- 

port, built a fumptuous temple in honour of him, all of fine 
white marble, near the Panium, or place whence the Jordan 
has its origin I'he vaft number of edifices he built, and 
adorned with carvings, and other imagery, which the Jews 
looked upon as defirui^ive of religion and good manners, fo 
Forced to exafperated them againfl him, that he was forced to remit 
foetb the them a third part of their yearly tribute. His pretence indeed 
Jews. ^3s, that the laft grievous dearth, which had gteatly impo> 
verifhed the land, required this largefs from him ; but, at the 
bottom, it was the murmurs and private meetings of the 
people, which were now more frequent than ever, that ex¬ 
torted it from him, in hopes that it would, in fome meafure. 
Prohibits the fournefs of their fpirits. However, to let'them fee, 
all ojfcm- that he was neither infenfible of their mutinous cabals, nor 
biles. afraid to put a flop to them, he ilTued out an edi6l, exprefly 
forbidding all public and private alTemblies, whether oi? ac¬ 
count of feafis, or any other pretence, under the fevered 
penalties. But, as he not only had his fpies every-where, 

De hoc vide fupra, vol.ii. p. 429, U feq. 


his fortune once more, by bring¬ 
ing a freih deputation from the 
Gadarenes with him to Antioch, 
there to renew their complaints 
againfl Herod, and to accufe him 
^of oppreffion, tyranny, and other 
fach crimes: and Auguftm feem- 
ed to comply fo far with their 
lequeft, that he fet a day for 
Herod, who was there alfo, to 
make his defence before them ; 
but, when he came to do it, the 
emperor betrayed fucb vifibtej^* 
voar and partiality towards him, 
that his accufers, fearing to be 
delivered up to hn refimtment, 

(6) Vtii Mtij, h XV. r. 13, 


chofe to difpatch themfelves out 
of the world that very night; 
which they did, (bme % drown¬ 
ing, fome by hanging themfelves, 
and other fach defperate ways. 
Zenodorus, in particular, was fo 
terrified by>it. that he took a 
flrong d(de of poifbn, which quite 
corroded his bowels, smd ended 
his life Iw the next morning (6). 

(X) jofepbus does not here 
tell us where this tetrarchy was 
fituate; but, by what we find 
in another place (7), it feems.to 
have been beyond Jordan^ Mid at 
(bme diflance {xosoijeru/aleflo, 

(7} &ul, 1 . avS. r. 5. 
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but foitietinifis mixed himfelf among them in difguife, he 
quickly found nil thefe precautions were like to prove to little 
purpofe to keep the people in obedience. This made him Hh exa^ 
^ Iwthink himfelf of exad^ing an oath of fidelity from them \ moncf an 
but tills new impofition was fo firenuouily refufed by follio^ oath op- 
tit miUl^ and Shammai^ at the head of the whole fe^ of 
feniana, and by all the chicft of the pharifeesy that ho ttasM 
forced to fet it afide, without venturing to (hew any refent* 
ment againll thofe that had oppofed him in it, for fear of ex- 
afperating the whole nation againfl; him 

He fell, foon after, upon a much better expedient to quiet 
them, and, at the fame time, to fatisfy his invincible defire of 
eternizing his memory, by the number and magnificence of 
his buildings. The great attachment which they had for thtii Prop$/it 
temple, made him conceive the hopes, that his rebuilding it the re¬ 
in a more ftately manner, would not fail to recommend 
not only to the prefent Jews^ but alfo to pofterity. The dif- ''*** 
ficultywas, to convince them of his being both willing and 
able to rear fuch a cofily edifice, after be had pulled down the 
old one; and this he did in a fet (peech, which he made to Hh /peecb' 
their aflembly, wherein, with his ufual eloquence, he failed to tie a/- 
not to dtfpW .bis zeal for the glory of God, and for the/’»% » 
promoting of his religion. Among other things, he reminded 
them how vafily inferior that facred place now was, to that 
whi^h had been formerly built by Solomon (Y); but this, he 
told them, was rather to be imputed to the want of ability 
in thofe that returned from Babylon^ than to their want of 
zeal: but, now chat Gud was pleafed, not only to raife him 
to therjewijh throne, but to blefs him with peace and afflu¬ 
ence, and with the friendlhip of the Romans^ he thought 
himfelf bound to make fome fingular acknowlegement to 
him for all thefe blefflngs; and hoped, that the rebuilding of 
his temple, in the manner he propofed, could not but be ac- 

* Antlq. 1 . XV. c. 13. 

'1 (Y) Jo/tphut makes him fay be no miflake crept into the (ext, 
here (8), that the prefent temple both Herod^ and the Jenui^ hiffo- 
was lower by fixty ctibits than rians, muft probably fpeak 0# 
that of Solomon; which cannot fome of the galleries, which 
be underftood of the holy place,’ might be fo muih higher in thn 
which, we are^old (9). was but firit than in the fecond temple, 
thirty qnbits high» whereas that The reader may recur to what 
built after the captivity was, by wc have fiiid on the fuhjed at the. 

Cyr$u*» own grant, fixty cabics beginning of this {2}, and in the 
higfi (i). 14 therefore, there appendix to the hrfi volume. 

(g) jfotif. uht fupre, t. 14. (9) l Kingt Vi. a. (i) Emra Vl. 3. (t) See 

btfin, f, *89, W. iy.p. 95, &feg. 191, 
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ceptable both to him and them i vhuVw heiinMijii idmt 
much hditating at the diflicuitjr, length, 
of fuch a work, he was (breed to engage not to mow *3911 
from the old edifice, till be had prepared all the nfater|lU|| 
the new. As (bon as he had gain^ their confeilt (Z}i 
immediately ten thoufand artificers to work, undm 
region of a thoufand priefis, the beft (killed in carving, 1^- 
fonry, (iFc. all whom he kept under his pay. One thoufo^ 
carts werelikewife employed in fetching of all the materialtT 
and, in a word, fuch a number of hands was eng^ed, and 
fuch expedition ufed, that he got every thing ready within the 
fpace of two years: after which they fet about pulling down 
the old building, and, with the fame difpatch, rearing the 
•new one; fo that the holy place, or temple, properly fo 
called, was finillied in a year and an hajps time; during which, 
we are told 1^, it never rained in the day<'time, but only in 
the night. The remainder took up a little above eight years ». 
by which time it was, if not wholly finifhed (A), yet jna^l 

y Antiq. I. XV. c. ult. 


(Z) This aflembly feems to foundation, and with 'he fame 
have been held about the time materials, as fiu: as they could go. 
of the £ajfer folemnity, when The very Jews tbemfelves iU| 
there was the greateft concourfe looked upon it as the feepsd’* 
of the yews at Jerufaltm ; for temple, and that which was Cp 
Jofephus fays it was in the eight- exceed that of Solomon in glory, 
eenth year of Heroics reign ; by the prefence of the Mefliah, 
that is, as the learned Ufl^er ob- according to the prophecy of 
ftrves, reckoniug from the death Haggat; but, as we cannot io- 
ofjdh/zgflsttt (3), which happened lai^ on this fubjefl, we flu^U 
not till about the midfummer af- refer the curious reader to tl^ 
ter his imprifonment; according elabora@| preface of Confiant^ 
to which, reckoning the nine* prefixed to his com* 

teeath year of Herod not b^n* menc on the book of Middotb, 
mug till the nineteenth year be- where he will find that point dif* 
ibm Chriil, the firft fix mrniths cuiTed to his fatisfa^tion {5). 
roofif have belonged to the eight- (A) Jofephus (hews os, in aii-j 
ecitith year of hts reign, which other plan (6), that the wheltr] 
IsHfigs it to the paiTover feaft was ftill continued till the bfigio- 
a^e-mentkmed (4). We muft ning of the Jeemfls war uraer 
not, however, look upon this GelUsss fkrsu, when oighteeit 
building as a new ternpli. and di* thou^d workmen being dif- 
flin&from of ZerubbabeltSA mified, and like to be idw, the 
that was from that of Solomon, yews, unwilling their trt^ure 
but rather as the fame rebuilt, in- Ihould be laid up to become a 
larged, andadomed,Dpoii the old prey to the kswiuu, petitioned 

(3) ^moLM A, M. 3987. (4) VtdtPnd. A, C, 19. (5) #W. 

flr Cobsetjtavoc, Tarfle, Pn4, nbtfi^re, &t, (s) Vtioeoutg^ 

. Ih# 
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fit for diWli« fervice, lo the king’s iiri^ defign. The Vear of 

tein{de» prt^rly fo called^ ef holy olace, was but fixty cu- d» flood 
l^'lbats higbf and as many in breadth $ but in the front he added 33)1. 
g&o wings, or fliouldcrs, wbieh proje^d twenty cubits more^ef. Che. 
T^ha each fide; which mraftn^ont of one hundrw and twenty * 7 * 
cubits in length, and as many in height, with a gate levehty 
cubits high, and twenty in breadth, but opeit,^ Mid Wi^ut j:' 
any doors*. The ftones were white marble, twenty-five* 
aubits in length, twelve in height, and nine in breadth, air ^ 
wrought and poliihed with exquifite beauty ; the whole re- 
fembling a (lately palace, whofe middle being confiderably 
raifed above the extremities of each face, made it afford « 
beautiful vifta, at a great diffance, to thofe that came to that 
metropolis (B). Inftead 6f doors, the gates clofcd with very 
cofily veils, enriched With variety of flowering of gold, filver, 
purple, and every diing that was rich and curious ; and on 
each fide of the gates were planted two (lately columns, from 
whole cornices hung golden fefioons, and vines, with their 
clufters of grapes, leaves, ^c. curioufly wrought. As for 
the galleries Shat furrounded this facred place, the porticoes, 
towers, courts, and other embcllilhments of it, wc do not 
defign trftfwcll this feiflion with them, but give a (horc (ketch 
of them m the note (C) ; and refer our readers for a fuller 
i account 

• * Bell Judaic. 1 vi c 6 ^ 


the king (A^rtppa) to build the 
eaflern porch, which inclofed the 
moft outward parts of the tem¬ 
ple; but, the king having te- 
fufed their fuit, thofe men, for 
want of work, began to raife 
thofe fcdi cions, which haftened 
the deftiudlion both of the aty 
and temple \ fo that, it is plain, 
fome part of that building had 
been ftill carried on till this time. 

And hence that faying of the 
Jtwi to Chrift, ** Forty and-flx 
** years hath this temple been 
** hitherto a buildingfor (b 
the text ought to be read, ac¬ 
cording to the import of the aorift 
there ufed by the evangehft (y); 
and, indeed, fo long a time had 
clapiiM] from the begiuning of the 


building to the firft paflbver after 
Chnft had entered into his mini-* 
ftry, at which time the 
were objefling this to him (8), 

(B) This (uperitruflure, which 
was probably reared on the old 
foundation, without fufHcienc ad¬ 
ditions to it, proved, z&jQftpbmt 
tells us (9), too heavy for it^ and 
funk down about twenty cubits t 
(b that i was reduced to the 
height of one hundred. A pro- 
jeff was fet on foot for raiitU|' it 
again to its former height^in 
Ntr^k time; b”t, upon fome 
account or other, it was (et 
aflde. 

(C) We have already fpoken, 
in a former volume (1), of the 
foundations of this flupendous 


(7) yotn B.»{). (t) rt 4 t A. M, 3987. 

See «n4 Ir. p, 9 ^ 
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account tayo/ephusf^^ Talmud, and to faeh oth^r writers 
as have been at the pains of compiling their fbveral defcnp- 
tions from them. 

WHtLSf,^ 

work, ibme of whofe walls were both feeti it, and defcribed It foon 
raifed from the deep 'valley be- after, if not before, its deftro- 
neath, to the height of three Aion, when he might have b^ 
hundred cubits, and upwards ; conttadided by numbers, awo 
and fome of the ftones of it forty had viewed it as well as he, is 
cubits long ; all faftened to each certainly more to be credited 
other with lead and iron, to be than t\itTalmudiJIs, who Wrote 
proof a^inft time, wind, and fo long after, and when they 
weather. The platform was a were fure there was none left to 
regular fquare of a ftade, or fur- gainiay them. From him, there- 
long, on each fide ; and, in that fore, we ihall endeavour to give 
delcription we gave of the fu- the befi and fhorteft fketch and 
perlh udurc ( 2 ), we confined plan of that flately work, which 
ourfelves to what the facred is as follows: 
wnteis had faid of it, with- Each front of this fquare, 
out introducing the vaft additions which, ns we hinted above, was 
tliat had been made fince by He^ a furlong 10 length, hadafpacious 
rtdt and his fucctfTors gate or entrance, enriched with 

Since then we have two ac- luitable orname’'rs; but that on 
counts of Herod’h temple, the one the welt had four g, tes, the 011^ 
written by Jofephus (3), who of which led to the palace, the 
had been a curious viewer of it, next to the city, and the two 
the other by Jebudah Hakkodefi others to the fuburbs and fields. 
(4), the compiler of the Mijhnab^ This mclofure was xurrounded on 
above one hundred and eighty the outfide with a itrong and 
yem's after its deilru^ion by the high wall of large Hones, well 
Romani; from thefe the authors cemented; and on the infide had, 
quoted below (5) have rear- on each front, a llately piazza, 
ed each their flparate edifices, or ^ilery, fupported by columns 
diQiofed, beautified, and adorned of fueb a bignefs, that three men 
them more by the ftrength of could butjuli embrace them, their 
their imagination, than by any circumference being about twen- 
fnperior knowlege they had of ty-feven feet. TiMre were, in 
the authors they copied from ; all, one hundred and fixty.two 
tho*, even with relpeA to thefe,' of them, which fupported a ce^ 
whoever confiders their fwollen dar ciehng of excellent work- 
' ftile, will be apt to look upon manibip, and formed three gal- 
their accounts of that building Series, the middlemoA of which 
grather as panegyrics than Jiiflo>' was the largeftandhigheA, icbe- 
tical defcriptions or it. How- ing forty-five feet in breadth, ami 
ever, if either is to be preferred one huMred in height { where-* 
to the other, Jo/efbui, who had as thofe on each fide were but 

(*) Apptni. to vti iv. p. 193, Gf fdf. (3) Afitia. /. xjc. f. 8. Gf hdl, ytAnie. 

/. iv. t, 6. & oith. ^4) rnmnobf Soph* Mtkdeth, (c) PUMpondt v 4 * 

ftU, VBmpttnr, Gr<r, fit C/rry, Lgmjf, frmmaifWbtJkniiCwiiti GT nt.nu^t . 

- , thirlqf » 
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WmiIiST the work of the temple was on withilwod 

fuch furp^Bg c3q>eilition> as raifim the admimtion of the^/ /# 

Koine« 

thirty feet wide, tiid fifty in couple of fptdoos fi^uare eltam. 

' .hemt lxnra« in form ofepaveion, thirty 

The piu:d»u and ooart i^ve cobits wide, and mrty in height, 
pared with marble of various each fuppwed by oalomiu of 
tolars i and, at a fmall difiance twelve cubits in circumferasce. 

the gallwies, was a (econd This inclofare had likewifis a 
inclofure, furrouaded with a double flight of galleries on the 
fl^ht of beautiful marble rails, infide, fupported by a double 
Wnb flately columns at proper row of columns; but the wetom 
difiances, on which were engra* fide was only one continued wail, 
ven certain admonitions in Grtfi without gates or galleries. The 
and Lati/f, to forbid firangers, and women had likewife their partf- 
thoie yews that were not puri> cular courts feparate from that of 
fied, to proceed ferther under the men, and one of the gates on 
pain of death. This inclofore the north and fouth leading to it. 
had but one gate on the eaft fide. The altar of burnt-otferings 

none on the weft; but on the was likewife high and ipacious, 
north and fouth it had three, being forty cubits in breadth, and 
placed at equal difiances from fifteen in height. The afeent 
each other. ^ to it was, according to the A^Jate 

A third l^cibfure furrounded law (6), fmooth, and without 
the templw properly fo called, fteps; and the altar, of unhewn 
find tWalp r of burnt offerings; ftoiies It was furrounded, at a 
nnd*made'what they called the convenient difiance, with a low 
court of th^^edrewSf or IfraeU wall or rail, which divided the 
iUs. It was Iquare, like the court of the priefts from that of 
reft I but the wall, on the out- the lay Iftaehtes ; lb that thefe 
fide, was furrounded by a flight laft were allowed to come thus 
of fourteen fteps, which hid a for to bring their offerings and 
confiderable part of it; and, on facrifices; tho’none but thejiriefis 
the mp was a terrace of about were allowed to come withm that 
twelve cobits in breadth, which inclofure. The reader will mem 
went quite round the whole cin- eafily onderfiand this defeription 
fture. The eaft fide had but by the plan here fubjoined, where 
one gate, the weft none, and the maybe feen all the particulars un* 
norm and fouth four, at equal der each paragraph with proper 
diftatices. Each gate was afeend- references, 
ed by five fteps more, before All that needs be added hert^ 
one oottkf reach the level of the is, that Htred caufed a new de- 
inwUrd court s fo that the wall,* dieddon of the svhole to be per- 
which indofod it, appeared with* formed with the utmoft magui* 
iwto be but twenty-five cubits ficence; and prefented to it many 
high, tho* confiderably higher on rich trophies of his former vifto* 
the outfide. On the infide of ries, zfter the cuftoth of die 
each of thofe gates were raiftd if Jewi/A monarchsfy). 


0) Esnd. tse. i«, ih. 
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Y«ar of ftws<t Herod made a voyage to RonUt to pay his compliments 
the flood to the emperor, and a paternal vifit to his two fons (D). CM 
his ariival, Augujius received him with all the marks of 
Bcf. Chr. /ricndlhip, entertained him id the rnoft fumptuous manner, 
and delivered his fons to him. Herod could not but be highly 
''^^"'''"^pleafed to behold them fo greatly improved under the care of 
that emperor. He acknowleged the favour in terms, and by 
prefents, anfwerable to the high fenfe he had of the obliga- 
Brings <ioa ; and, after a ihort ftay, took the two princes back with 
6 ack his him into Judaa. Here they were received with the loudeft 
tw fans, acclamations of the people, who could not forbear admiring 
their niajeftic port and behaviour ; which, joined to the ex¬ 
cellent education they had received in Italy^ had rendered 
Marries- them, in all refpcifts, truly accompliflied princes. He mar- 
tbem. tied them fjon after to fuit.nble matches ; Alexander to GAs- 
phyra the daughter of Archelaus king of Cappadocia, and Ari^ 
Jlobulus to Berenice the daughter of his After Salome *. 

Salome admiration and love which the people exprefted 

grovjs fot thefe two excellent princes, failed not to raife the envy 
iraloas of ^nd je doufy of the reftlefs Salome, and of thofe of her ac- 
them. complices, who had forwarded the death of Mariamne, as 

they had reafon more than enough to fear their avenging that 
princefs’s death. To prevent fo juft and fad a b*I'^aftrophe, 
they had lecaurfe to their vile artifices, which had ft^iceeded fl>' 
llerhellijh'^^^ againft that innocent princefs. They began wi |ij fp^d- 
cahals ing reports abroad, that the two young princes coi;.J[ not en- 

rgatnfi durc theii father, whom they looked upon as ftill reeking 

them. with the blood of their mother; not doubting but, when 

Antiq. 1 . xvi. c. 2. 

(D) Perhaps, alfo, he chofe whereas, had they been onjy fold 
this time to be out of the hear- among their brethren, the fab- 
ipg of fome of the murmurings, bade or the jubilee year would 
which the zealous Jews raifed have put an end to it. Another 
againft a law which he had lately obje'£):ion raifed againft that law, 
made to fupprefs the frequent in- was, that thoie flaves would^ in 
curflons and robberies which were all likelihood, be tempted to fpr- 
committed in Judeca (8). By fake the Jewifls religion, and 
this law, it feems, he condemned turn idolaters; upon which ac- 
every man that w^s found break- count, it was Hill more univer- 
ing through the w^lis of any fally exclaimed againft. It is 
houfe, to be fold for a flaye into therefore likely, HeaxHerod, wJ>0 
%€ign countries; and this had refolved ac any rate to fupprefs 
Igeatly diipleafed the nation, be- thofe robbers, got out pf the 
caufe, contraiy to that of Mbfes, way, that he mjght not be 
k m^e their flavery perpetual; portuned to repeal it, 

^8} L xvi. r. t« 
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the rumdur reached that jealouii monarches ear$^ it would in¬ 
evitably render then) obnoxious to him, and hailren ihetr 
twin. In the mean time Agrlppa being come to Afta Ptoper, AgH^V 
Herod went to invite him into Judaxt 5 where having Ihewedj^/Arii/ii' 
him his new-built cities of Sebajie^ Alexandrion^ Ctefiirea^ 
he thence led him to Jerufgtem 1 he people met them» at'^O***!*^* 
fome diftance from that metropolis} in their feftival drefs, and J*®** oI 
eondu£ted them} with loud acclamations, into the city> where *"* 
his reception was fuitable to the magnificence of his hort (E), 

Herod, on his return to Jerufalem, aflembled the Jews, 
and acquainted them with the fuccefs of his armS} and thole 
of Agrtppa, againft the Bo/porans. He added, in order 
lelTen their difLontent, that he remitted the nation a fourth 
of their tribute; which made fome fatisfadlion for the late mur- rgyafg, 
murings, which his law againft robberS) mentioned m the iaft jem. 
note but one, had occafloned But, whilft things went Year of 
thus fmoothly on in his kingdom, his family Was plagued the flood 
with inteftine j irs, occafloned by the hatred which Saiome 2334. 
bore to his two worthy fons. The truth is, they fl oke both Bet. Chr. 
of her, and of her brother i9r<7r, in fuch rcfenting terms, 14. 
as made them dread fomething worfo from them. They even 


venturedYv.y'~mplain fometimes of the injuftice done their Salome 
mother, aid, in their behaviour, fliewed fo little tendertiefl of 
towatdf tjkir father, that Salome found it an eafy matter to 

•» Antlm^xvi. c. 2, it 3. Vide U Philo, 'egat. ad Cai.p. 1033. 

• Antiq. ibid. c. 5. 


(E) Agrtppa, having facrificed 
ft whole hecatomb at the temple, 
was forced to depart fooner than 
he would otherwife have done, 
by reafon of the approaching 
winter { and Herod fluled not to 
load him, and his retinue, with 
fuitable preients, whilft the peo* 
pie accompanied him with loud 
huaaas, and ftrewed the way 
with flowers, and odoriferous 
herbs, where-cvcr he paflied t in- 
fotnu^ that that ptmce evcP 
after took a particular delight in 
exji^effing Che pleafure of that 
journey, and extolling the mag- 
nifloenoe of the temple mid royal 
palace, end of the prieftly or* 
naioentS} the ftatdy buildings, 

( 9 ) jiotrf. 


and gcnerofity of Herod. Pbtk 
adds, that he made the Jews 
fome confiderable prefents, and 
did every thing he could to 
oblige them, without hurting 
the intereft of their king. On 
the fpring following Agrtppa, 
failing with his fleet to ^SxtBofporust 
was agreeably furpriied with He^ 
red’s coming to meet him with 
another at Lejiot, wherein he bid 
brought him fome conflderable 
reinforcements of men, arms, and 
provifloDs ; all which fo endear* 
ed him to that prince, chat he 
never undertook any thing with¬ 
out his knowl^e aim advice, npr 
icarce any party of pkafuee widi* 
out his company (9). 

xtI. e. X. 
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Herod alienate his afFe6Uoti from them. To fuitprefs, in fome tnca> 
frits t9 fore, the prefumption of the two brothers, liarodctsM sh- 
tipater^ another of his fons (F), whom he had till then edu- 
fmrr^’caXxA in a private manner, to be brought to court, where he 
heaped ruch.carefres on him, as only rendered him more (A* 
tut /a-‘ noxious to them, and them more indifcreet in their ipeeches 
A ^i^ther, all which were ftill carried back to him, 

and very often aggravated $ whilft Antipater^ wholly em- 
ployed to cultivate a good underftanding with him, was care¬ 
ful never to let a word flip even againil bis two brothers, 
tho* he had taken care to place fuch about him as ihould do 
at more eflPedliually. 

Among many other marks of HereAs affedion to this 
new favourite Ton, he recalled his mother, whom he had re¬ 
pudiated to marry Mariamne^ and obtained of Agrippa the 
tivour of his accompanying him to Rme^ and of his being 
prefented by him to the en^eror: To that, by this time, every 
one began to look upon him as his father’s fuccelTor. AntU 
pater let out accordingly; but, to prevent his two rivals 
regaining their father’s favour during his abfence, he ceafed 
not, both by his letters and by his agents, to turn his heart 
againfl; them ; till at length he began to look them as 
enemies, and refolved to take them with him ^komti and 
to try them at Ca/ar*s tribunal **. Augujlus being g|)^ie by that 
Herod toAquileia, Herod came to him, and tligrep''^i«' klihis two 

tufts hit Ions of high treafon, and required juflice againfl tii.em in fuch 
two font flrong terms, as extorted a flood of tears from fbem; aftef 
if high which Alexander pleaded his own and his brother’s cauie with 
treafon be-i\xz\\ becoming modefty, as eafUy convinced both the empe- 
fort Aa- ror, and the audience, of their innocence. Auguflusy in a 
gullus. genteel manner, reproved Herod for his too rafli belief, and re- 
conciled them together; but it was no tlikely this peace fhould 
the flood long-lived. Herod was too jealous, his fons too indifcreet, 
enemies too cunning and indefatigable, not to give 
® ^ caufc for frefh diflenfions. Herod himfelf laid the foundation 
for a new and dangerous one, by a fpeech which he made to 
Returns to Jtwifh aflembly, upon his being returned with his fons to 
Jerufa- Jtrufaletn ; for there, having acquamted them with bis filccei^ 
lem. ait Romty he declared to them, that it was indeed his intentroH, 
that his fons (hould reign after him, and not till then; Aniipa- 
ter iirft, and ^en Alexandery and laftly Arijiobulus (G) ; bdt 
# that, 

^ Andq. 1 . xvi. c h, & 7. 

(F) This lall Ton he had by an- (G) During hh flay it Aww, 

od^r wifo, whom fofephas calls Augufttu had, it feenw^ not only 
Vorit (I), and the fwrth book roaewed hts former grant to hhn, 
of Maccaieet (a) Dofitbea. of appointing any of his (boi to 

fx) ^ 11 ;*/. xvi. C.4* [t) ^ Mate, cof oUt bO 
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that, i^lil be livedo he did not tbtnk fit to part with the reins 
ofgovertimenL This was inded caftuig a bone of difix>rd 
among faia fi>ns, and ib it proved in the iequel 

By diis time the ciw of Cafarta, whkrh had been twelve Cxfarea 
''Years in butUingy being nnt(hed, Htroi caufed the dedication tiifinijhei, 
ft tv^be performed with the greateft pomp and fplendor, and Vear of 
appointed games to be performed in it with the utmoft folemnity the flood 
every fifth year. the emperor’s wife, or, as the 

hiftorian always calls her, Lhia^ contributed towards the ^len- ^hr. 
didneft of thofe fports five hundr^ talents out of her own c^r; * , 

and Herod entertained his guefts there, who were very con* 
fiderable, both in quality and number, with furprifing mag^i* 
ficence ^; infomuch that Auguflus (aid of him, That his foul 
was too great for his kingdom; and that he deforved to have 
been king of all Syria and Egypt (H). 

Herod 

^ Andq. lib. xvi. c. 8. ^ Ibid, c, 9, & feq. 

be his fucceflbr, but had likewife tation to Auguftutf and obtained 
given him the fiuthcr liberty of an effeftual redrefs from that em< 
dividing the kingdom amongll peror. The purport of his decree 
them in what proportion he in their favour, was as follows: 
ihould think fit. That they ihould be allowed 

He h"A /.vcwife granted him to live according to their laws, 

,one half 'r the revenue of the and with the fame privileges as 
mjpe *Wa»,and had appointed they had enjoyed under die late 

him rt^ihe other half. Cafar and Hyrcan\ that their 

Several otftjr rich prefents were temple zijerufalem ihould foil 
alfo interchanged between thofe receive their yearly tribute to* 
two monarchs,which ihewed their wards the repairs and worihip of* 
great intimacy with each other( 3). it; that the7r<:t.i ihould not bq 
(H) fiefides the city of C^ja- obliged to appear at the courU 
rea^ which, by rcafon of its beau- of judicature on the eve of foe 
ty, pleafant fituation, and com- fabbath after the ninth hojar (an* 
modious harbour, became in time fwering to three afternoon) nor 
the refidence of foe Roman pro- on the fabbath; lafoy, that who- 
curators, he built alfo thofe of foever ihould lay hands either on 
JntipamSi in honour of his fa- the tcmple-bribute, or on any of 
ther ; of Cyproti, in honour of foe facred hooks of the '/mv, 
hismpther, andP^/^'r/», inho- ihould be puoiihed as fiicrile» 

Hour of his brother; beitdes fe- gious, and sdl his goods he con- 
veral other towers and caftles of fifeat^ to foe Roman common* 
prodigious fize and flrength{q). wealth. • 

On foe next year, thejrwi of This decree ^Ordered to be 
Afia and Cyrene^ having been fet up in a putHc place at An*- 
gtcaUy oppreifcd by the Qroeks^ cyra, which had been dedicated 
eit^iidiy on account of their re- by the whole pei^e of^a tofoe 
li^on and cofonns, fent depu- hoinoac of that monarch 

Anttf. /.*»!. e 8. ^4) Uid. o. Stfif, u\ Uid, t. *0. 
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Htxo^dif- Herod might have vie ved» with isa fmall pleafure, both Motr 
turbed ftlf and the whole JewlJh nation, reipe£l^ and protodhad by 
•witbfrejhf^^ emperor and ienate on the one hand, and by his friend 
Agrippa on the other j but his domeftic jars, which daily in- 
created by the helltlh machinations of his brother and lifter, and 
the emptinefs of bis cofters, which he had exhaufted by his pro- 
fufencis in buildings and feafts, made him too wretch^ to tafte 
any plcafure in other things. To remove thefe two corroding 
fores, he betook himfeif to remedies more defperate than the 
Herod difeafe. To fupply his preient neceffities, he caft his eyes on 
<be tombs of David and Sohmon^ out of which he had heard, or 
David f pretended lo'have heard, that Hyrcan had formerly drawn Ibme 
Jepulcre. j^^gg places, he thought, would prove a lafting 

fund for his extravagant expenccs. We (hall not repeat what 
we have oblervcd heretofore, concerning this pretend^ theft of 
the Maccabitijh pontiff All we fhall add with refpedl to He¬ 
rod, is, that he executed his defign with the utmoft privacy, 
and went to the place in the night, accompanied only with Ibme 
few confidents, where, inftead of the coined gold and filver he 
expe£led, he found only fbme quantity of rich vellels, curioufly 
frighted Wrought, which he caufed to be carried off. Not content with 
from pur. thefe, he ventured farther, to fcarch into the very coffins of the 
j.ing it. dead monarchs ; but Ibme fudden damp, or as calls it. 

Year of a miraculous flame, which confumed two of his gi? 4 as, having 
the flood feared him and his retinue, put a flop to his furt/^*£^rch, 

2 5 39 - Herod, to make fome fatisfadlion for his facrileye. . ^ ' '^'ftaffely 
Eef Chr monument of white marble to be creded at the entpnee of the 
fepuJere } but this was looked upon by the 'Jews^ rather as 4 
monument of bis crime, than an expiation of it. 

Hts cruelty BuT h'S Cruelty to his fbns, and their friends, rendered him 
ftiU more abhorred. His vile lifter (I) had ratfed his jealoufy 

again^ 

« Vide fupra, p. 337,&feq. & (F). •• Antiq. lib.xvi. c. ii. 


KingJgrippa made much fuch wife Glaphyra, that nothing but 
another decree in their favour,and his forcing her from him could 
ordered, that whoever ftole any fadsfy his unruly palEon. Jlex- 
of the fhered treafure, or Jenvi/h ander taking it for granted, went 
books, and took fan^uaiy in any to his father, and, in the humbleft 
temple or afylum, fliould be tom manner, mixed with a flood of 
thence, and delivered up to the tears,ex]>ofl;ulated the matter with 
to bepumfhed by :heln (6). hhn. Herod, furprifed at fuch a 
(Ij One of her helliih projects, black accolation, of which he ' 
and which coft her dear, was to Was wholly innocent, fent for hit 
^txPberorae to tell young Alex~ brother, and alked him. How he 
qnder, that the king was Mcome could lay fuch a black perfidy to 
fp defperately in love with his his charge, 

{6) Antifi /.xTif zo, 


fhererai 



agtnid ^lem to (lich an b^g^t) diat Im a^d more like a furious 
^raht,. than a father or king, filling the city with blood, and 
turning his own palace into a flaughter'houfe. Ahxander had 
been aecufed to him of having corrupted, by dint of prefents ii,xi<^aidtothm 
promifes, two of his favourite confidents, namely, his • 

ifeward and cup>bearer. Herod ordered them immediately to 
be pot to the rack \ whereupon they confeiled their having in¬ 
deed received feme preients from that prince $ but denied bis , 

having betrayed to them any ill defign againft the king. This ^ 
confeflion not (atisfying his jealouiy, they were tortured afreflr 
and again, till he had extorted enough from them to juftify his ; 

fending his (bn to prifon, and loading him with irons. HereAIexan- 
the young prince being grown defperate, lent his father four difi derVd^r- 
ferent cmifeinons, in which he owned all, and more than 
torture had extorted from the other two, and at the fame timei^^®*’ 
accufed Salome and Pberoras^ with two of the king’s prime mi-’ 
nifters and favourites, of being all alike concerned in the plot; 
and particularly, that Salome had even ventured to come to him 
in the dead of the night, and lying down by him, had ufed many 
cogent arguments to convince hini, that they muft cxpe<£f nei¬ 
ther peace nor happinels, till they had rid themfelves of the 
tyrant K 

This/-. ^"'"atlon, which was only calculated to fet all on fireiRai/es 
had thede iied efFecf j and the jealous king, not knowing yfihaiamore bloodj 
totSi*C * 1 flew into the greateft excefies of cruelty. ThereA«««* 
was CO be heard of but racks, impriionments^ and 

dreadful ex\jcutions abroad, whilft the tyrant was (b tormented 
with fears at home, that he often ftarted out of his bed, as if' 
purfued fword in hand by his (bns and their accomplices. 7 'hus 
it was hourly expected when thele fits of rage and dread would 
have run him mad, or haltened his (bn’s execution; wheii 
^chelaus king of Cappadocia, and the father of Glapljyra came 
in a lucky minute, and, by his interpofition, fettleii a calm 
again, at leaft for a time (K). Pheroras,. hearing of this re¬ 
conciliation, 

* Antiq. ib. c. 12. 


Tbem^as threw all the blame 
on his filler, and pretended fhe 
was the perfon who nadwhifpered 
the thing to him. Salome beiqg 
lent fUr, denied the whole with 
h«r ufual alfurancc} but thekifig 
reading her guilt in her looks, in 
f^ite of her proteftations toi the 
Contrary, cauled her and her bro£- 
ther to be banilhed the court, and 
highly .commended his {bn's mo^ 

. t * 


deration j but all this good under- 
fianding was foon after dalhed by 
a more hellifh acculation, which 
they brought againft that young 
prince, and which we arc going 
to relate. ■< ; 

(K) This difereetprince, who 
knew t)ie violence of Herodh len^- 
per, b^n at firft with pitying 
his fad condition, and condemn* 
ing the imnattiral perfidy of his 
f f 4 • fon. 
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Qcmciliatiofi, found no better expedient to obtain ftx* 

don, than by coming in a mourning drefi, anc^ at hb ftet, 
Herod r«.confeiSng bimfelf the author of all the Handers latfed i^ainft 
tonnledto the two princes. ‘Htrod^ thus reconciled to hb fotts, fot 
bufons. out with them for Rome, to acquaint the emperor with liifli 
Yew of whole afiair, after having accompanied Archelam as for as An^ 
the flood ju his homewards K He was indeed under an ofeli- 

B*f Si ** lUmaM court, bccaufe he 

JJet. cjir. fecond falling out, exhibited feveral grievous 

complaints againfl; him to the emperor. 

Jiandttti During this and his laft journey to Rome, the bands of 
ju. robbers, whom he had driven out of Trachmitis, having taken 
fhelter in Arabia Petrosa, under the protection of Obodas the 
king of Jt (L), bad made fuch terrible inroads into "Judao, that 
Herod, on his return, not being able to come at them there, 
put all their relations and friends to death he could lay his hands 
on s which made them more cruel and defperate than ever. By 
*rht trnr/Zrthis time the temple being finiihcd,as was hinted above, Herod 
dedicated, caufod the dedication of it to be performed with his ufual magni¬ 
ficence, and on the following fpring let about the fupprefling of 
the Trachanitijh robbers. He began with a hw-fuit againft 
Syllaus for lixty talents which he had lent him; and having 
gained his caufe before the prefedls of Syria, Saiutr^i^zn^ Vo~ 
hmnius, SyUeeus, inftead of paying the money, flipfe away to 
RanJiiti ; whereupon Herod, having got leave of thole t^^«5,-v*rn- 

defeated. (,,.5 jq himfelf by arms, matched into*;/** Jli> \ * ^there 
defeated the robbers, demolilhed their caftle, and ^turned to 
Herod oiayerufalem, without taking any further revenge. But thb ex- 
o//avoitr pedttion was like to have coil him dear, through the treach^ of 

Ibid. c. 13. 


fon,dureatn!ng to take his daugh> 
from him, and to leave him to 
his father’s juft refentment; but. 
Id the end, he had the addrefs, 
by degrees, to explode all thefe 
malicious accufations and extort¬ 
ed confeffions, and not only to 
perfuade him, that bis fon was in¬ 
nocent of any defign upon hb 
life or kingdom^^ bur eVen to 
make him turn intercellbr in his 
bdfedf.* 

fL) This prince had a favourite 
minifler named SyUeeus, who had 
Ibnaerly made hb at^cSes tp 


Salome', but Herod refuliug to 
give her to him, unleb he turned 
Jt<w, and Syllteus not darin|; to 
confent to jt, Ihe had been given 
to Alexat, one of Herodo confi¬ 
dents Hence arofe a mutual 
hatred between them, which ^yl- 
leeus improved, by perfuading 
Obodas to protect thole banditti, 
who accordingly afligned them 
the fortrefs of Repta for a place 
of retreat, from which they fal- 
lied out, and committed innume¬ 
rable outrages and cruelties, bodi 
in PaheJHne and in Cteltjyria [y). 


(7} dotig, /. xvi. c« II & 13, 



Syllausi who, Qpon the firft hearing of it, went and tiam^*»ntb kix» 
^ined to the emperor, and aggravated the wrongs done to theguftiu* 
Araiatna to fuch a degree, that Auptflui ient turn a very {harp 
fqtroofy and would have wholly caft him off, had not he been 
better informed foon after. Hmd fent two embadies to that 
prince, and neither of them had been alle to get an audience. 

At length he fent Nteoks Damafctn thither, who finding how 
prejudiced' the emperor was againfi his mailer, bethought him> 
feif of an happy expedient to explode all the accufations of Syl^ 
l(eus.Joy means of tlu embafikdois of the JSkbatheanArabst'V^ithoat 
difbovering his errand, till they had cleared the way for him (M). 

being now fatisfied of Hero^^ innocence, and of his 
own too great credulity, was thinking to have taken Ac 
hatbean kingdom from Aretas^ and to have made him a pre* 
lent of it; but whilfl he was deliberating about it, frelh com* 
plaints came to him from that unhappy monarch againft his 
fons, which diverted the emperor from purfuing his defign. 

For whilft thefe thin^ had been agitating, Salome and Phe^ 
roras liad again filled Here(Ps head with new plots and afiaflt* 
nations intended ^ainll him by his Tons; and though, upon in¬ 
quiry, nothing could be proved againft them, but a defign of 
retiring into fome other country, where they might peaceably 
outlive father’s tyranny; yef the jealous king took all the Pnfert 
reft for Jcanted upon this fingle evidence, and font two of hhnevtcom- 
,to Rome^ with ordeis, that, if they found the emperor/^^^ 
r?c 9 rfiiw'^”.‘i h=m, they Ihould deliver his letter to him, andif'**'!/^ 
obtain ju^ce againft the two young princes. Augujhis having^”'* . 
read the letter, and finding Htrod defperately bent upon the ruin^"^*' 
of his unfortunate Ibnsj font immediately orders to have ftiem^**f'*' 
tried at Berytus^ before the governors of Syria^znA other **®*gh- 
bouring provinces, and in particular before Archelaus ; gnd, 
they were found guilty, he gave their father leave to punHh/;,^^, 


(M) Thefe were come to de¬ 
mand juftice againil SyllauSf who 
had by that time caufed Obodas 
to be poifoned, and was there fo- 
liciting the emperor for that king¬ 
dom i but the Nnbatbeaus having 
fet up a king of their own, fent 
this embafiy to RomCf to have him 
confirmed there, and to havelhe 
aiTafiin pmnflied. 

' Dama/cen therefore having pri- 
vatlily gained them, dirc£led them 
how to manage their audience in 
ftich a manner, as to clear Herod 


of all that was laid to his charge, 
without betraying any other de¬ 
fign than that of accufing Sylla:ut» 
Vhe thing fucceeded to his with, 
and Damajftu putting himfolf at 
the head of thar embafiy, ma¬ 
naged his acenfation with fuch 
addrefs, backing it with the fuf- 
frages of his Habathtan collegues, 
that Syllteusy who was then pre- 
fent, could not diiprove one fingte 
point; but was condemned to 
pay Heroic debt, and then to 
loic his head (8). 


(8) nnfif I iM/tifrot tit% & It arii. r. 4* Strob, t, i6, 

them 
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Year of thein as be fhould think fit. Ihred convened them accordingly, 
the flood except the Cappadman king, whom he fufpeded of too great 
2342. partiality to his fons} and having left ,thefe two unfortunate 
Bef. Chr. princes under a ftrong guard at Platom, a fmall town of the 
Sidoniam^ under pretence that they might be cafily brought 
thence, if the judges did think it neceflaiy; he pleaded his own- 
^ caufe before an aflembly of above five hundr^ perlbns; but 
violence and brutifli refentment, as rather railed their 
ilem, indignation againft, than pity for him. He fpared for neither 
evidence nor arguments to have them condemned to die, and 
concluded with telling them, that being a king, he mi^t have 
done it by his own authority, according to the laws of judaoi 
but that he rather chofe to have them tried before fuch an af* 
fembly, to avoid the imputation of injuftice or cruelty. After 
a full hearing, Saturnius^ who had been formerly confiil, voted 
tliat they fhould be puniihed indeed, but not with death, and 
was feconded by his three Tons, who were then his lieutenants ^ 
Gits them but they were over-ruled by Volumnius^ who condemned them 
ceiidtmncd. to death, and drew the reft of the judges after him. Only they 
left it to Herod to execute the fcntence when and how he 
thought fit. 

Pamafeen Damafcen, on his return from Rume^ tried in vain to dif* 
phutL for fliadc him from too rafhly dcpilving himfclf of fbnsy 

thn. and leaving himfclf in his old age to the mercy of the^ibitious 

ty\o Antipater. ^^*^o*her old experienced foldier, cam^sritajafire 

•warns b’/n [q Qf that Ik* might be admitted to 

his jjjg fubje«ft; and, upon his pcrmiffion, freely toJ/P him the 
Jon Anti- Jajiggj. jjg ,n young prince, who, he alfured him, 

entertained fome treafbnable defigns againft him, whilft the 
chieft of the JcwiJh nation, to whom he was grown odious on 
that account^ h^hly pitied his two condemned fbns, as left 
guilty than that brother. Herod ftopped him (hort there, to 
make him name thofc chiefs; and, upon his fo doing, caufed 
them to be imprifoned. Tyro himfclf was, by the lubtleiy of 
Salome, accufed by HeroAs barber of having hired him to cut 
bis throat. Herod had recouefe to the rack, which he caufed 
to be given to the accufer, and to Tyro and his fon, a youth 
of about the age of Alexander; and the latter, to fave his fiither 
from the torture, confefled, that himfclf alone, without his fii- 
ther’s privity, had refblv^d to kill him, and to favc Alexander, 
7 he tn»o Scarce any-body beliex sd his confelfion but Herod, who there- 
frtnccs put upon caufed his two fbns to be conveyed to Sehajle, and there 
to death, f^aflgled, or, as the fourth book of the Maccaheei has it, hanged 
on a poft or gallows. Their bodies were afterwards buried at 
AUxandrion, among their Ajmonean anceftors 


* Antiq, ubi fdpra, c. 17. & I. vii. c. 9, 4 Macc. Ci ult, 

I Atttipaier 
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jfntipater having now no rival lefc but his &thcr, and Antipater 
rgrai} the latter, though highly obliged to his brother, having WPhe- 
fallenout with him) th^ both entered into a plot to take 
off as foon as pomble. Hirrad had about this time lent Glaphyra^H^^^’J^ 
AUxemder\ widow, back into Cappadocia^ and returned hcr^*“* 
dowry out of his own coffers. There were ffill two ions left of 
hers, and two which Ariftobulus had had by Beremct, all whom 
the king had caufed to be carefully educated. He had likewife 
expreffed an uncommon concern for them, as well as a remorle 
ibr the untimely death of tlieir fathers; and as be found himfelf Year of 
upon the decline, he was contriving how to have thofo young the flood 
princes fo advantageoufly matched, that he might fee them fafely 2343. 
and happily fottled before he died. But Antipater^ who looked Bef. Chr. 
upon them in another view, found means to break all his mea- S' 
fores, and to perfuade him to change the difpofltion of his fo> 
mily, contrary to his flrff deflgn It will not be ami6 here, to 
give an account of that monarch’s wives, and of their iffue, in 
order to underftand the fequel of this hiftory. The reader will 
fold both in the note (N). 

In 


“ Antiq. 1 . xvii. c. 2 & 3. 


(N) Herod hodL nine wives, the 
flrft of wVio named Dorisf was 
the motlj r of Antipater. The 
fea » i ^ i."' the daugh¬ 
ter high-priefl, by 

whom he wd a (on named He¬ 
rod, called\lfo Philip, who had 
tsmxxt^Hcrockas, on whofe ac¬ 
count the baptift was afterwards 
beheaded. The third was his 
brother’s daughter. The fourth 
his firft coufin. He had no chil< 
dren by thefe two laft. 

The fifth was called Martae., a 
^amaritan^ by whom he had Ar- 
cbelaus and Antipas ; the former 
focceeded him. in the half of the 
kingdom under the name of te- 
trarch, and the latter, called alfo 
Philip, miautdi Salome, the dan¬ 
cing daughter of Herodias aboVle- 
mendoned. 

The iixth, named Cleopatra,^ 
was a native of Jerufalem, by 
whom he had two Tons, Herod 


called alfo Antipas, and Philip, 
having married Herodias, 
his brother Phtlip's wife, during 
his life, was reproved for it by 
John the baptifl, and caufed him 
to be put to death. 

Pallas was his feventh wife, 
by whom he had a fon, named 
Phafatl.’T\\Q eighth was Phadra, 
by whom he had only one daugh¬ 
ter, named Roxana ; and by the 
lafl, called Elpis, he had another 
daughter called Salome (9). 

As to his grandfons, by his be^ 
loved Mariamne,moXlotT of Alex¬ 
ander and Ariftobulus, lately put 
to death, they make likewife a 
confiderable figure in hifl:ory,and 
efpecially thofe of the latter in 
the gofpel, and deferve here a 
particular mention. 

Ariftohului left two fons, and a 
daughter whom he had by Bere¬ 
nice his wife, as we have feen a 
little higher, namely, AfpAppa^ 


(^) De hit vide bell, yud, 1. i. c. 18. Antip /. xvHL e% 7. Vid, ST Meath Xii. 
& Pi' fei' iatke ixi 7»(sfp 

Herod, 
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ffevi Iir ^ m«ati time another thing happened, which rendered 
troubtesin Herod more odious to the Jews^ and more irreconcikliie to K!s 
Judea, braher. An edid lately ifllicd out, commanding the y*vtifii 
nation to fwear allegiance to Augufius^ and to tire king, Ired 
been ftrenuoufly oppoied by the pharifees to the number of leven 
titoufand, as contrary to the Mofaic law °; for which contumacy 
Herod had condemned them to a (ev’ere fine, which had been 
paid by Pheroras’i new wife (O). Pherorat was glad to take this 
opportunity of retiring into his tetrarchy, and took an oatdi 
never to return to court again whilft Herod lived; his being at 
that diftance from the metropolis, was indeed a likely expedient to 
prevent his being fufpedled of having an hand in what he was 
then hatching againft the king’s life; and for the fame realbn 
Antipater procured himfelf to be fent for to Rome to attend upon 
Augitjius. Thus had thefe two politic perfons contrived to fereen 
themfelvcs from dilcoveiy, whilft their inftruments were on 
work to bring about their treacherous defign; but an accident 
foon after happened, which brought their whole treafon to 
fight •. 

Herod Herod^ who was fallen lick, and ftill retained a great love 
falls for his brother, had lent for him to communicate feme private 
orders to him, and Pheroras had refilled it, on pretence that be 
dared not violate his oath. He fell Tick foon aftes^Htyd Herod 
recovered, and was fo far from refenting his late AvPials that 

» Vid. Dbut. xvH. II ® Joseph, u^Sfyj 

Ueroi^ and Here£as, Agrippa, ( 0 ) This genercos deed of 
at firft put into prifon by fihe- hers had therefore fo ingratiated 
Has, and afterwards made king her to that fefl, that they fcrupled 
of Judaa by Caligula (i), was not to perfiiade the people, nom 
he who put James the brother of a pretended prophetic fpirit, that 
John to death, imprifoned Pete/-t God was going to transfer the 
and was fmitten with death at crown from the line of Herod to 
€ieefarea [z). Herod was made thepofterity of his brother’s wife, 
king of Chaletsf and is only Salome failed not to acquaint Ho’- 
known in St. Luke for his mar- rod with it, who having put fe> 
riage with the dancing daughter veral of the ringleaders to death, 
of as we hinted above, commanded his brother to put 

AsfotAgrippayh&XAtaiooof his wife away, as the caufe of 
fhe fame name, before whom this new fedition. PheroraSf upon 
and his filter Berenice St. Paul hip obftinate refiifal to comply 
yma admitted to plead his caufe with his command, was forfaM 
at Cafarea (3), and another the court, and relt of HerosTs 
daughter, named Druflla, mar- family to have any further con^ 
Tied to Felix govemqr eA Jur verfatioa with him. 
dsea (4).' 

( 1 ) BeU, Jttd, /. i5. t, 8. fi) ASt zii. i, 13) -d®* *** 

M* (4) IM* Uiv. 24* 

he 
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be paid him an afiefUonate vKit, without ftayingibr an imii-Goesiow^ 
tation from him. Pberoras dying two days after his arrival, ttit in- 
cau(ed him to be magnifipentiy Wied at l^this'^. 

jieatb proved the b^lnning of Antipater*i mfgrace: for two of 
the Oec^ifd’s freed-men came and demanded juftioe againil his 
wife, whom th^ acculed of having difpatched him with fome 
poUoD, which (he had given him that very evening on which he 
was taken ill, Herod had rccourlu to his old way of extorting 
the truth by the rack; in particular, the women of Pberorai^ 

^unily fuf^red it at ifirft with a furprifing condancy \ but one 
of thm was at length forced by the excefi of the torture to 
cry out, that (he prayed to God, that JD^r/r, Antlpaterh mo¬ 
ther, might bear her mare of the torments, which (he bad been 
th&cauie of. At thefe words Herod having caufed them to bo 
inore cruelly tortured, as well as one Antipater olficcr under Antipa- 
his treacherous fon, the whole plot was unravelled j and uponterV/A# 
comparing their feveral depofitions, and the intelligence which agatnft 
Salome had already given to the king, it was found, that ^himdip- 
t)oifon, of which Pheroras died, had been procured from Alex- covered, 
andria by a friend of Ami^tevy from whom it was conveyed 
by Antipater's mother to Pherorasy in order to be given to the 
king J the firft opportunity. All which was upon further 
examinat'i/n acknowleged by Pheroras'smky who added, that 
go and fetch it to him; and indead of doing dung 

from an high gallery; but her fall not proving Pherora’j 
mortal, dw, upon HeroAs promife of a general pardon, 
pofed fortlrcr, that her hulband being dung with remorfe at his/ 
receiving this hd vifit from him, had ordered her to fetch the 
poi(bn, and to burn it before his face, which (he had accordingly 
done, except a fmall do(e that (he had referved forherielf incale 
of neceffity. The box, and red of the poifon being produced, 
and acknowleged by other witnefles, convinced Herod of his 
fen*s i^rfid)^ not only to himfelf, but to the two fons of his 
favourite Marianme, His other wife of that name was Iike- 
wife acculW of being in the fame plot, and though nothing was 
proved againd her, yet was (he banifhed, her (bn Herod difin- 
herited, and her &ther depo(ed from the high-priedhood (Pj. 


(P) Simn was fucceeded in 
that dignity by one Matthias the 
foji tATheophtluSf a native of 
rufaUn. But this pontiff having 
on the following expiation'cve 
contrafted fome pollution (5), 
wl^ incapacitated him from of- 
gdating on that grand folemnity, 

(s) !. xwi.«. g. 


a near relation of his, named 
Jo/ephy the fon of Ellemusy was 
fub&tuted in his room. Matthias 
enjoyed his dignity but one year, 
after which he was depofed for 
being privy to an ionirreflion 
rairedat7^«/^frM,and fucceeded 
by Joasoarlm brother 4 n 4 aw( 6 }. 

/. Jl, Otpl* (6) Antt§, 

Ihrlt 
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Doris was Hkewife (Iripc of all her coftly ornaments^ Which 
amounted to a large fum, and banilhed the court 
John the jg now time to leave for a while Herod in his lad 

hupttjl (JiftraQed condition, and the nation in their feuds and refent- 
r ittents againft him, and turn our eyes on more important mat- 
th*^ood ineftimable bleffings which Heaven was 

® ^ then ready to fliower down, not only on the Jeius^ had they 
Bef Clir. themfelves unworthy of them, but on the whole 

6. world, who, we arc told, were then in an univerGtl expe6b- 
tion of them under the promifed Meffiah: for about this time 
tits fa- (he angel Gabriel^ who had been formerly font to manifoft to 
thrr's vi- Darnel the precifo time of his coming, by a determinate num* 
for. ber of weelB ^ (Q), was again font to Zachary^ a pious and 

upright 

>* Antiq. 1 . xvii. c. 4,5, & 6. ^ Dan. i:it. 24, & feq. 

(Q.) This is juftly allowed one threefcore andtwonueeks the Jlreet 
of the nobleit prophecies in the Jball he built again, and the ^all, 
whole Old T(foment, and one of and even tn anxious (or perilous) 
the ftrongeft proofs ofChriftianity times ; and after threefcore and 
againft the^^w/, Unce it deter- t<wo nveeis Jhall M^’fiah he cut off, 
mines the very time in which but not for htmfelf', 4>Mdhe feopk 
Chrid w as to come into the world, of the prince that jbalStome, Jhall 
enter into his miniftry, and be defray the city and the C^Iluq fy^ 
cut off for the fins of the people ; and the end of it Jhall behAth^^t 
foon after which was to follow like) an inundation, an^unto the 
the deitruftion of the ftws, or, end of the war defolamn is deters 
as the prophet words it, their mined: and he Jhall confirm the 
ceafing to be a nation or people, covenant with maty during one 
and the promulgation of the week, and in the midfl of the week 
gofpel, or of the new covenant, he Jhall caufe the facrifiee and the 
in and by that Mefliah. oblation to ceafe ; and be Jhall make 

The whole prophecy runs as it defolate on account of the ever* 
follows (y): Seventy weeks are fpreadsng of abominatiom,uHtil the 
determined upon thy people, and up- determined extermination he poured 
an thy holy city to fnijh {or re- on the land (or people) that is he* 
drain) the trarfgrejjion, and make come liable to that deflation, 
an end of fins, and to make recon- It will not be expeded, tliat 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring we Ihouldhere enter into a com- 
ih everlafiing righteoufmfs, and to ment on this prophecy, much 
feal up thevifion and prophecy,and lef^ into a differtation on the va- 
to anoint the Mofi lioly one. Knoav rious ways of computing the 
therefore, and underjland, that foventy weeks here mention^. 
from the going forth of the com- And yet, as the fubjefl is of no 
mandment to rejlore and to build fmall moment, the reader will 
Jerufalem, unto the Mejfiab the doubtlefs be glad to hear at l^ft 
Frince, Jhall he feven weeks ; and how it is befocalculated and made - 


cut 


1(7) Dan, ix. sf, fif/ff. 
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upright prkft of the courie of Almhy whiift he flood offering 
the Acted incenfe in the temple, according tq the prieftly office ^ 

to 

' Vid. Exoo. XXX. 7, 8, & fup. vol. iii. p. 84, & feq. 

oatbythcC^*//ww,andbytvhat temple. Others, St. Jw-ow tells 
fubterfages the Jpvos endeavoar ti6 (3), began it at Darius the 
to evade the force of it. M^de^ and ended it with tliofe 

The generality Of the Jenvs <*o above-mentioned at the deftrii- 
agree with us, that thofe prophe- dion of Jerufalcm ; only they 
tic weeks are weeks of years, or allowed the eight remaining 
of a day for a year, according to weeks for the total dirperflon of 
the {uophetic flylc ; tho’ fome the nation completed uil- 

of them, in order to puzzle the der the emperor Adrintl. 
caafe, have pretended to under- A third fort begin the feventy 
fiand them of weeks of jubilees, weeks at the deftmdion of the 
or of feven fabhatic (8), that is, firft temple by Nebuchadne’txar, 
forty-nine weeks each, amount- and end it at the dedrudion of 
ing in all to 3430 years '9). A the fccond, by Titus Vtfpafian (4); 
good long epocha, and very pro- Ihrinking thereby an epoch of 
per to keep up the drooping fix hundred and iixty years into 
hopes of the Jeuas about the Mef- this of four hundred and ninety, 
fiah's coiriing. Others ftretch it to make it agree with the feventy 
ftiU muc I ^rther, but finding weeks, and thereby betraying 
themfclves clofcly pinched by dill more their ignorance of chro- 
'tha^ .-“T utation, have had re- nology. Thisdevaftation of tho 
eoirfe various pitiful fliifts to city and temple, and the difper- 
explode it. ^ We lhall give our lion of the j^ews, is according to 
readers a dtetch of fome of the this latter fydem to lad till the 
bed ot them, by which he may overthrow of Ge^ and Magog by 
guefs at the red. the MelTiah; but when that will 

Some of them pretend, that liappen, they do not pretend to 
the words of the prophet, from guefs. For thefe reafons they 
the going forth of the command to .ire altogether at a lofs how to 
rtftore and to build, are not to be explain this prophecy, fo as to 
uaderdoOd from the ilTuing out evade the confequences drawn 
of Qfnts or Darius'i decree; but from it by the Clvidians againd 
from the time of thofe words be- them, and have fallen into va- 
ing prophetically pronounced by rious hypothefc*, equally abfurd 
ftremiah to Zedekiah king of and ridiculous, about the Mfef- 
Judah (1), fome years before fiah. Some think, that thelins 
the captivity (a); and to ihew of the nation have retarded his 
their wretched Ikill in chrono- coming; cthess^ that he came at 
conclude the epocha with the appointed time, but did not 
us At the dedru£lion of the appear publicly; others, that he 

(8) Cmeerning thefe juhilett, and fabbatte yart, fee before wd . iii. p, 35, fi? fef» 

(9) OeLyra w Dowel. iX. (r) Jerem, xxiv. 8 , &fef. xxxiv. i, & 

fit* & obb.fe^ (x) Vtd, Munfier, n Dan. tx. net. g, (3) /» Dan. ix. 

(4} Rabbin, putria, Pid, int. aL Abrahanel, Solm.Jarebi, Sf De Ly> a :n teen 

fap, draft 

is 
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to toretel him tlie birth of a ion, toe miraculous ehildi' of 
age and barrenneiss a ion whom he ihould toortly have by hil 

virtuoua 

Ss iBll hid in Tome obirare part The difference arifing front 
of theworId» waitinjg tiU toey the various compatationt of the 
are fit to receive him t otoers ymnfi years is flill more iiteoa- 
have imagined two Meffiahs, one ftderable, fince it can amount at 
humble, obfcure, and rejeded $ moil butto nine or ten years be- 
and another as yet to come, glo- tween thofe who nuke it longril, 
rious, warlike, vidorious, and and thofe who make it ihorteft i 
tmiverially acknowleged. Laftly, and who can wonder at it, or 
and to name no more, from a urge it as an objedion againil 
fenfe of the manifeii deficiency this prophecy, that conAders the 
of all thefe evafory ihifts, they variety of computations, of either 
have agreed to leave the difpute of the which we have 

about the Mefliah m fufpendto till formerly fpoken more fully (6)* 
better times, and have prohibited or of other nations, from whidi 
^1 further inquiries and calcula- this epoch is to be calculated and 
rions about it under a fevere ana- redified i Upon the whole then, 
thema (5}. thefe difficulties duly conitdered. 

The Chriilians are not exadly an impaitial reader will doubt- 
agreed either in the placing the lefs rclt fatisficd with that fyftem, 
beginning and end of thefe weeks, which bell adjuils^thd feventy 
or in the calculations of thofe weeks,or four hundred and ninety 
lunar or years. Bothdjf- years of the prophecy, .to, toe 
ferences however are inconfidcr- chronology of that epoch* accoi 
able, if duly attended toj the ing to the bell light can be 
former is intirely owing to our had of it from thefac/ed and pro- 
imperfed knowlege of the chro- fane hillorians. 
nology of thofe times. Had we Waving therefore fome minute 

a fure guide in it, the point would differences between the authors 
not be long unfettled. Butwhilll tliaa have written on tliat fubjed, 
in this uncertainty one author the fyllem moll univerfally re¬ 
will place the beginning at the ceived by protefiants as well as 
decree of Cjrus, another at that Rom'tn catholics is, that of ^e- 
of Dariuif a third at that of At - Iiu$ Aft teams (7}, as it has been 
taxes xes Longisstastm^ and each amended by fome late eminent 
of them endeavours to llretch or chronologers fS), who place the 
ihorten the chronology of each beginning of it, expreiled in the 
interval, as bed foits with his words of the prophecy. From the 
hypotheiis; it is no wonder there goi^g forth of the commandment to 
is fo little agre^ent among rehutld^ $cc. at the beginning pf 
them, and fo litde certainty to its execution, which was not done 
be gathered from the whole dif- till ^'ehemiah's coming to Jeryfee- 
pate. I. /rei to fee it pundually performed, 

(s) inf, at. Saftiag. dijfert, de jr he^hmad. (6) Ste vjU i. p. 

ftf %.ol. lu. p. 34, Q (K.); />.Z38, ^ fef. & ol'h.poff. (7) jipudHtnrms^ 

in Dttntth ubt fuprtu (S) Pftjv, de dsilr.ttmp. bb 

Jtatien,ttmf«r,portt li, /. ui. r. lo. Ujjer, fub A, M, 3^50, Pnd, Celmct/ 

and 



viVtuoi^ wife ^ who (houU hazNazarhe^ and the 

fererimoei' and great harbinger of the world's RedeemerHere 
^ the 


• Luke i. 5, Sc feq. 


end fee end of it at fee death of readers co it for fee further clear- 
the Meffiah; which interval makes ing of thL noble prophecy, 
up the four hundred and ninetieth fn theconclufion the prophet 
year here foretold. For as to is told, that after the cutting oiT 
the firft, it is plain, that J^rhe- of the Meffiah, the temple and 
mab found the work quite ob- cityfhallbedcftroyedbyaflrangc 
firn^led, andfetadde, at his firfl nation, th.at ihall come -like an 


arrival there, and that he fet im¬ 
mediately about and hnifhed it 
(9}. This Command, which was 
given in the twentieth year of 
jfrtaxerxes {i)t is not however 
to be underdood, according to 
them, of the twentieth year of 
his reigning alone, which would 
make the whole period too long 
by ten years j but of the twentieth 
of his reigning in partnerihip 
With his father (on a fuppofition 
feat he was admitted into it by 
him^ten years before hts death) 
which wi'l be fee tenth of his 
reigning aloie. 

This fyftem^vhichfeems clearly 
to remove all difficulties, is at¬ 
tended with only one, to wit, 
the iilence of hidorians, and the 
unhkeIihoodof.^/r^i.verArrj being 
admitted fo early into partnerihip 
wife his father: and this objec¬ 
tion, fmall as it is, has been how¬ 
ever thought weighty enough to 
oblige the leaned Prubaax (2) to 
deer a new couife, which our 
readers will perhaps better ap¬ 
prove than the former. But as 
he has treated the fubjcfl in fuch 
a full and prolix mannei, a» 
woi44 fwell this note beyond due 
boundj^ and the book itfelf i> m 
evtity body's hands, an 4 in our 
own langui^ge, we feall refer the 


inundation againd it, and that 
the defolation of the land ihall 
be preceded by an overflowing 
of abominations; all which fuN 
ficiently prefigures the Roman 
eagles fet up in the temple, pro¬ 
phetically alfo alluded to by 
Chrid himrelf(3}, followed by 
the piofanatibn, plundenng and 
firing of that holy place. In the 
middle of the week, the iacrifices, 
oblations, ^c. were to ceafe, not 
usually, for they did not do fo 
till the dedru£tion of the city, 
about forty years after; but they 
lod their efficacy, and became 
ufelefs and infignificant after the 
grand facrifice of the Saviour of 
the world, which they were to 
piefiguie, and from which alone 
they received their efficacy Lad- 
ly, feofe who had thus reje£ted, 
and put to death the Meffiah, 
were to ceafe to be a people, be 
difperfed, defolate, all which 
the have fufficiently felt to 
their cod 

The dcdruflion and lading de- 
folation of the city, but more 
particularly of fee temple, w«s 
indeed to be the finifliing droke 
oi the Chiidian evidence againd 
the Jrwt, We have ihewn in a 
former volume {4), how thefe 
evade the pregnant prophecy 


11. 111. faff, iet b’forc, ftq* (l) Nebtm. T. 

(ZjC'9iu&. " ' ■ “ - - — - -. 
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th^ gooJ oU priefl;, furprifed at the viHon, and conicious of h» 
and his fpouf^s extreme old age, could not forbear defying to 
have his faith confirmed by Ibme further miraculous token ; and 
the angel granted his requeft, and in fuch a manner, as might 
at once be a reproof to his diffidence, and a confirmation of the 
meflage he had delivered to him; Zaebaria^ was accordingly 
Struck ftruck dumb on that inftant, and continued fo, till the promifed 
dutab. child was aflually bom. 

Tbea^rel months after this vifion, the fame heavenly mefiehger 
/ent to the was lent to an obfcure young virgin, named Mary, who dwelt 
£. Vtrgtn. then at Naxarethy with and under the guardianihip of her 
efpoufed hulband Jofepb, both of them of the houle and lineage 
of David ‘ (R), with the glad tidings, that flie was cholen by 

the 

* Matth.i. i8. Luke i. 26, & feq. iU. 23, & feq. 


Jacob t that the feeptrt Jhould 
not depart /torn Judah, (s’f. (5) 
and the reader hab now feen what 
wretched Ihifts they make to elude 
this of Daniets week, at the ex¬ 
pence of fenfe and chronology. 
There feemed therefore ftill want¬ 
ing a more irrefragable proof, if 
not to convince, at leall to iilence 
that infatuated nation, with re- 
fpefl to this important article of 
the Meiliah s Ix'ing come at the 
appointed time, and of the va¬ 
nity of thofe that AillexpeA him; 
and this was the prophecy of his 
coining during the Handing of 
the fecond temple, and rendering 
it more glorious by his prefence 
^an that of Solomon^ notwith- 
Handing its great difpanty in 
other refpefls, concerning which 
the reader may look back to what 
has been faid at the beginning of 
this chapter (6). When therefore 
this temple was deftroyed, it 
ought to have convinced them, 
that he was reaily come, as his 
apoftles and difciples affirmed, 
though there had been a new one 
immediately built. How much 
more when all attempts for the 


rebuilding it have been hitherto 
fruHrated > But of this we lliall 
have a proper occafion to fpeak 
more fully ia the fequel. 

We beg leave here only to ob- 
ferve further, that if the total 
dedruftion of the city and temple, 
and the difperiiontof ihejtnviy 
did not immediately follow the 
crucifixion of the Meffiah,*^ey 
became obnoidous to it front 
time; and God feems only to 
have protrafled the ^fentence du¬ 
ring thofe forty years to give them 
time to repent of that atrocious 
faft, which, as St. Peter obferves 

(7) , they had committed through 
ignorance. Accordingly we find 
that vaH numbers of them pre¬ 
vented It by a timely converfioa 

(8) , whilft the more obdurate fort 
refufing to acknowkge that 
crime (9}, and embrace the prof¬ 
fered mercy, were thereupon di- 
fperfed throughout the world, to 
be, againft their will, a Handing 
'evidence of the truth of the ferip- 
tures and prophecies, and of their 
oivn judicial hiindaeft and pu- 
niHunent. 

(R) We have taken notice in 


U) GmtRt xli*. 10. (6) ISeehfere, ^ 183, & fea. (K), 

JitJ, lu 36 , ^ ( 9 ) Jhd, ver. zi» 


( 7 ) 

• foRse^ 



C 'XI. ' n0 mjt0y the Jewi: 

the i^al fevotir of heiven, to be th6 happy mother of the 
proniifed Saviour of the worU^ to whom me flioiild therefore 

give 

tt f<miTer volume, that the Jtnus it may be anfwered, that they 
had a law which eaprefly forbad conformed in it to the cuftom of 
heitefles to marry out of their the Hebrews, and even of the 
own tribes (i). It is true, the facred writers, who deduce their 
Viigin Masy feems to have b 'cn genealogies from the male rather 
far enough from being one of than the female line; for if 
that fort, at leaft in poiTeiHon, Chrift the Ton of Mary was the 
whatever ihe might be in rtver- fon or defeendant of Dawtl, it 
fion, or by virtue of the jubilee muft follow that his mother mull 
laws, according to which all lands be fo too. 
and inheritances were to revolve But the greateftdifEculty is, to 
to the original owner, or to his reconcile the variations of the 
next heir or heirefs (a). But two genealogies of Sx.Mtitthtw 
there was Hill a much greater and St. Lake, and we much que* 
tie, which kept the virgins of iHon whether the greater part of 
the tribe of Judah, but efpecially our readers would care to have 
thofeofthehoufeofD/iWffrom all repeated that has been faid 
marrying into another tribe or on that fubjedl, though m ever 
family, namely, the fore expedla- fo foccinft an epitome, efpecially 
tion they had that theMefllah confidering that the point has not 
was to be of that lineage, and to been fo fofHciently cleared hi- 
be bom in Bethlehem, the city therto, as to leave no room for 
add patrimony of that monarch; frefh cavils and objeAions. Yet 
and how careful every family that our lilence might not be in- 
was to prt|[ervc their genealogy, terpreted for a giving up of the 
needs not to be repeated. caufe, we fliall lubjom a few ob¬ 

it is therefore in vain, that the fervations we have been able to 
Jews exclaim againft the uncer- make, fome of which, though in- 
tainty of Chriil’s being of the tirely new, may yet fomim the 
feed of Dawd, becaufe Jofeph\ curious inquirers into thofo abf* 
and not Marfi genealogy is de- trufe matters with a better 
ducedfromhim bythetwoevan- to reconcile thofe two gehealo* 
gelifts, who is yet affirmed by gies, if not to clear and confirm 
them to have had no (hare in his the one by the help of the othef^ 
conception. The certainty of than they have as yet met with % 
^the Virgin's defeent from that and as we defign the following 
nottfe is rendered evident enough remarks chiefly for foch of our 
by what we obferved above, fiudious readers, we (hall conteflC 
efoeCially ifweaddtheteftimoqy ourfelves ivith giving thelh as 
of the evangeUfls themfelvcs, hints for them to exert their ta- 
who call her miraculous child the lencs upon, without confining 
ibn or ddfee^dant of Dawtd. If ourfelves fo much to method, as 
at be aiked, why dkey choTe rather we do in other notes, 
to give us that of her hulhand? Firft, tiien, we beg leave ta 

(t) Ds Uc wi. Numb, xtxtufeff, V v$f, ilh p. (A). fV 

fsid. tbtd, fag. 35, fffef, 39, 

Gg obfervi^ 
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give Ae iignilicant name of Jesus* or Saviour,x8cco|^ing ia 
the prophecies long fince written of him. Thole that relate 

to 

obferve, that the titles of father before hinted* and then revolving' 
and fon, as well as the terms to to the next furviving heir* the 
beg(tf and be begotten^ in the Ian- latter* though at fome diftance 
guage of fcnpture* do not always from the former, was called the 
imply an immediate* but fre> fon, that is* properly the fuc- 
que.itly a remote fuccellion. cclTor of the former. Thus 
Hence the phrafe often ufed by hthiel, who by St. huke'% genea- 
MofeSf When thou Jhalt hereafter logy appears to have been the 
get chilJnn and chtldtens chil- delcendcnt of the fon of 

dren (3)* and the name of father D'l’vid, is by St. Matthew laid 
or ion given to a predeceilor or to be begotten hy 'fechontab (5)* 
fucceiior at the dillance of two* the lail oi the Solomo/dc line* be* 
thiee* or more generations, as caufe he was the next furviving 
Will more fully appear by the htir of the houfe of David after 
fcquel. This being piemifed, death. Had not there- 

will ferve as a baAs to the fol- fore Solomon's line been fet down* 
lowing remarks on the fubje^ of and the end thereof noted* it 
thofc two gofpel genealogies. could not have appeared from St. 

i^* St. Matthew gives one ge- Luke^ how Salathtel came by his 
nealogy* and St. hidte another* title of fucceflion; for the line 
and both in fome names vary of Nathan could ni»t have any 
from the Old Tejlamvt. claim to it, whilft that of Solomon 

zdljt St. Matthew^ wlio be- fubfitted, unlefs in anuncertfiin 
gins his fiom Abrtham, divides reverfion; and this will account 
it into foi ty two fucceilloiis,called for the diflcrence between St. 
by him generations; that is* Luke and St. Matthew, in theie 
fourteen before 1.. , middle fourteen generations, 

fourteen under C ®But theie is likewife 
fourteen after 3 • in this latter lucctflion a manifeft 

•^dly. The Aril fouiteen are variation as to the number from 
the fame with thofi m the OZ/ the books of the OldTtJlament. 
Tejlament, and in St. Luke. It has indeed been folved b\ fay- 

j^hly. The next fourteen in ing, that the evangelift aiming 
St. Mittbew contain the legal only at the three lound numbers 
facceiTion of the line of Solomon, of fourteen generations above- 
until its extinction in mentioned* had overlooked* of 

or Cmkih, and Jehoiachtm {4), purpofely paft by fome of the re- 
when the line of Nathan the ion dnndant ones } and this anfwcr 
afDjvtl, and brotherof Solo- hath hithertapail for current. 

MOH, tool, place. * ' But the difference feems to 

• ^thlf. The inheritance in the anfe from fomethmg more ma- 
Jewtjh polity being unalienable teriai, than the bare aim at ah 
farther than the jubilee* as was equality of numbers. The h|* 

(3) Dear, & alth. puff. j(4) Cmf. Jtrtm.XTuu 24, ««/ Jin. a Kimri 
yxiv. 8, tef' fef, % Cbron, uxvi« 9* & Jep (5) Cmf, Luc, ui. 27* ad^i & 
MattbtU 12, 

< HorioJ 
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to thi9 paftkular hoad, are as follow: BeboU, « virgkljhall 

tmceiWf and hear a fen, and Jhali call bis nante Emannel, * 

fiorical books fot down all the 7tbij, The next variation be> 
l^ngs in general that had reigned tween ^,e two evangelifl;!i is in 
from David to Jtchamab; but the laA fourteen generations, and 
St. Mattk.’Wt .as a genealogift, anfes from the one’s conllanc 
{cettd to take notice only •>£ care of pointing out the pafling 
thofe who had a legal title, and of the inheritance, as far as ic 
to omit the others. Of tnis lat> goes in the cider branch. 'I hey 
ter fort we take dbaxtuh the fon both agree as far as Zerubbat el, 
of Jehoram by Athahah, to have after w'h ch St. Mjttheui goes on 
been, who is faid to have been with Abtucf, an<l itis heirs, down 
made king by the inhabitants of to EUazat , where the line of 
upon his father’s death, Abiud ends; and then he fets 
becaufe his elder brother had down as his fon and fucceflbr 
been killed by the Phthftines (6), Matthan (8), who is by bt. Luke 
which feems to intimatCjthat they mentioned under tne name of 
had cliofen him in lieu of fome Matthat, and was of the line of 
ipfant fon of his dcceafed bro- Rhefa {9) the fon of Zerubbabd, 
ther; for had not this been the So that he entered into the re* 
cafe, he would hav e fucceeded guhir iucceflion after the extin- 
of couife, without the people’s ition of ihsioiAbtud. 
choice. In» the fame c'afs we Thus again, Matthat or Mat- 
may put "fo'ipy who fucceeded than dying childlefs, Eli was 
hjf iJAh-tv Ahasuah, and Amatcjuh obliged, according to the Mefaie 
tire'fon of Joop, who might all law, to take his wife, and raife 
fucceed ea'-h other in prejudice up feed to him, and by her begot 
to th" elde? brunch, till this be- 7V‘/'^thehuft)andofil/</r>>,who, 
ing cxiin£l, made way for the according to the fame law, was 
younger in V«.ia or Qfias, the fon ftill reputed as the fon of the dead 
of A.naziah, who is therefore elder brother. For this reafon 
'called by the evangeliil the fon St. Muttknx; rightly calls him the 
(7), that is, as we have hinted {onofjucob; whereas St./.A/fr, 
above, the fuccelTor of Jeh ram, who did not proceed on the fame 
tho’ at the dillance of the thiee method, calls him the fon of £//. 
generations above-mentioned. The firft gives us the name of his 
. Thus again who was legal, the other of his natural 

let up by the king of Babylon in father. 

mgudice of his elder brother St. Matthew might in all pro-< 
jtcboniab, is likewjfe omitted by bability have fetched his genea- 
theevangehft. Now when thele logy from the lecords of 
brregulfLr fuccelTions are tak&n Uhi.m, the patfimony of Dajuid, 
away, there will remain but the and wherein therefore none were 
fame fourteen which are mea* entered, but fuch as by a regular 
tioned, in his genealogy. lineal defeenc were in a£laal pof- 

Vid. 1 C£r«)i,xxU. i iCBjft ?iii, 14, SgMotth. uhi 

fupa,verf,i, (ij Uii/ffra, wrf t$. (9J Lute Ah 

vtrf. * 7 . 
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af tbt Jews.’ % n.‘; 

feffionpfitiiiliflSi^etheyoun- ia of ita having beftn jumUeti 
g«r branch, th9Qgh in aftual pof- into St. Luie's text by the cafe- 
leflion of the crown, could not be leflhefs of the tranfenbers, there 
regularly inroUed, as long as being another mentioned 

in the verfe iaunediately follow-' 
ing. which might be alio, accord- 
ing to the old clofe way of writ¬ 
ing, in the very next line. But 
us in the preface of his gofpel, allowing it to have been origi- 
propofed to fupply fuch defefts nally in St. Luh, it is plain, he 
as he found in thofe who had muft have had it out of the Sep- 

««• A 


there was any heir of the dder 
left alive, or till fuch a time as 
this latter failed. St. Luir, on 
the other hand, who, as he tells 


written thehiftory ofjfrfits Cbnji 
before him, fearing left tliefe 
omiftions (hould cauie fome con- 
fufton, for want of pointing out 
when the younger fucceeded their 
elder branch, had recourfc to the 
book of the Chronicles^ where 


tuagint, which verfion both he 
and the other facred writers his 
cotemporaries ufed, and the copy 
which he then had might have 
been corrupted after the fame 
carelefs manner ; for it doth not 
appear that all the copies of that 

^ • m m m • 


the feries of the fucceffions, both verfion had this name, elfe it 
regular and irregular, legal and would be found in all the Lntia 
illegal, are exhibited : fo that veifions of it, as well as in jo- 
both had their genealogies from /efhus, Phtio, and the fathers j 
the moft authentic, though dif- and then they muft have rcc- 
ferent records, a^ fcrupiiloufly koned eleven inftead of ten gene- 
adhered each to his own, accord- rations. 

ing to the feheme they had in The fame may be faid even 
view, and confequently, inftead on the luppofition, that it 
of clafliing, do more probably originally put in by the feventy 
clear and confirm each other. interpreters; for as neitlierthey. 
There is ftill one difficulty nor the tranfenbers of the fir- 
left with refpeft to St. lule*s irrw copy, which they took with 
genealogy, to wit, his introducing them into were inf^lible 
of Cmnoa in the line of Shim^ (at leaft we mink we have made 
adding thereto one generation K appear they were not, when 
contrary to the Utbrpw text in we fpoke of their verfion) how 
Gentjis and tlic OtronicltSf and all cafily might that word have crept 
the verfions of it, except the into the text by their inadvert- 
Septuagtnt, contrary to the con- ency I 

erring teftimon;^ of Jofiphus, But if all this will not fatlsfy 


PhilOf and other Jenutfij doftors, 
as well as to that of the antient 
fathers; who all not only omit 


the fcrupulous, what we have 
obferved above of the diftindion 
of natural and legal parents, will 


Ceinan\ name, but reckon only cafily remove the difficulty j fo 
ten generations from Hoah to that Arfhaxad might be the na- 
Jhraham, whereas with this there tural fiather of Sala^ and the le^ 
would be eleven. one of Caisutn, or •vice ve^a. 

This difference has given com- There is therefore no need of 
snnitators more pains to recon- having recourfc, as fbme hdVe 
die, than we think it dderved, done to injurious fuppofiSns 
confidcFing the likelihood there againft theyew/, as if th^ had 
4 forpofd^ 



U (S),— XJhto m a cbild is bortti bnts us a fin' is gtwn j und 
the gavtrnmmt JhaU hs upm his JhouMer: and his nams fiall bs 
^alUd fyanderfuU CaunfiUor, ike mghtyQQXs^ the Evtrhjlmg 
fathtTi, tbt Prince tf pease (T) % with feme others of the fanje 

■ Isaiah tU, 14. * Ibid. lx. 6 . 

puTMiely fcratched oat the luuhe anfiver to this eife£t: Who has 
of CiuHaH in theis Hebrew toldyoa, that the fm of Jdan 

t^t they might take occahon to has intailed any guilt on his po- 
decry the Septuagint verfion ; fterity ? Was not chat of his loft 
much lels to other more violent Cain, who murdered his bro> 
means, to account for fo fmall a ther, a thoufand times greater 
variation, which, for aught ap- than the bitine of an apple ? And 

f ears to the contrary, was occa- yet no fuch dung is faid of his 
oncd by the mere ovcrfight of a pofterity being tainted with it. 
tranfcribcr, and the mctc pro- JJefides, wheie is any men- 
bably, of St. Lukts own copy, tion made, that the MclTiah was 
than of either original ov QreeA to fave his people from their Ans^ 
Verfion. And if there was, how did Jefus 

(S) This prophecy hath of fave us from them, when you 
late been fo learnedly defended own he made us commit one in- 
againft tavilers, tl^at we ftiall Anitcly heavier in crucifyingv 
need only r^fei our readers to the him I In vain do you tell us of a 
authors. and, as to the difiiculty Redeemer of fouls: we expe^ 
tb at is railed, how the prophecy none but a redeemer of bodies, 
dl* a child, thus miraciiloully a MelAah that (hall deliver us 
born, could be a fatisfa^tion to from flavery, and make us again 
dbaXf to whom it was addreATed, a Aounfliing viftonous nation 
unlefs it was fulAlIed in hi*! time, and kingdom, 
we have anfwercd it m a former To the fecond prophecy, tho 
volume, to which the reader may, farcaftic author, above quoted, 

^ he pleafes, have recourfe (1). gives the following anfu er, in ^ 
(T) Our readers may, perhaps, kind of u iumphing tone • We will 
be willing to know what anfwer join ilTue with y6u, tho*, accord- 
cx evaAon the 'Jews make ufe of ing to your intcrpietation, it 
fuch pregnant propiic- Aiould have been written, bfs 
mess and will not be amifs neimes (infieCLdof his ruime^Jlai/be 
here tQ| give them a ipecimen of called) ; but, waving that, how 
them out of one of their fubtilell can his /'Jefus's) name be called 
and boldcft chan^ions (2), by Wonderful Counfcllor ? Did not 
which he may guefs at the reft. Judas rather defeat his counfel, 
Firft then, to the former of when he betrayed him unknown 
^efe prophecies, where the mi' to him I He COuId not be the 
imculous child is called Jtfus or Gibbor, or Mighty one, feeing 
Saviour, becaufe he was to fave he was put to de^th: he could 
bis people from their (ins, they not be the '3^. Jbhi-'bad, 
in general, and this in paruculAr, the Everlafting Father, or Father 

(I) Vol. ijA. tjt (K). (%) dMS.kbr, HidsseAmt « 

la* 9 not, Mr ve^, JStbr, tvang, S. Mtftb, r. i. 
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nature, which are not quite ib maniftiilr, nbribuniver&liy'agreea 
on (U). Hut the furpnfed virgin was (b iar from oHing to mind 
chofe prophecies, that (he looked on her virginity, which it is 
moil likely (he had refolved to prelerve under the guardi^nfhip 
of an aged religious huiband, as obftacle to the accompltfh* 
ment of the angel’s word, till, affured at length by him of the 
miraculous conception of that divine child, wi^ an humble con¬ 
fidence, (he wholly fubmitted herlelf to the will of heaven. The 
angel having, at the lame time, acquainted her with the preg¬ 
nancy of her coufln Elizabeth in her old age, (he went up Into 
the mountainous country to congratulate her and her huiband 
upon It. At the firft embracing of ihefe three holy perfons, 
whole ecftatic joy can only be guefied, from the pathetic ac»- 
count which the evangthft has left us of it *, Elizabeth, who 
was far advanced in hei pregnancy, felt her child give a leap m 
her womb, from which (he began to conceive an higher notion 
of her vifiter, and which (licexprefied in teimsof the deeped: 
rerpc£i and gratitude Mary, on her pirt, beinfif filled ^ith 
rapturous joy at what (he had heard, telfified her liuinble (enfe 
for all the divine favouis (lie faw herlelf bled with, in that mod; 
heavenly canticle, which the fame evangelid h is prtferved to us j 
and, alter three months abode, ret<lined to her homely habitation 

* Luke 1 40, & feq. 

of etemit), beeaufe he wds cut aentt ovew thing vpontlt eeitth' 
off m the midft of his days, a fimoie [ox womitC^Jhailei eft'll- 
lalWy, he could not be called pa/s a si n, whicii the context 
the Prinee of pt ice, beeaufe he plaiiil) llieivs to illudc to the 
enjoyed none hunlelf, neither days of the Mefliah, and mod 
have wars e\cr ccafed lince his probably, from rhe natural fenfe 
time, yea, himfelffiys, thithe of the words, to the miraculous 
did not come to bung ptact, but pregnancy of this virgin How- 
War, upon earth ever, the not only take 

Others erdeavour to elude the them in a ^e^y diffeient fenfe, 
force of the prophecy, by pre but exclaim igamft as for urging 
tending that tlih imperfonal this text to them 

Itj Cl a, hi JhaUcnU,XG Another text hitherto mifun- 

ferstoGon, and, confequently, dtrflood, and worfe tranllated, 
that all thofe utles theit men- and which we think to be pro- 
tioncd relate to him, and not to phencal of the birth of Cnrifl: 
the child theic fpoken of But of a virgin, is that of the Pro* 
this evafioQ is fo ungramma- ‘oerbs, chap xxxi verfe 19. 7he 
tical, and contrary to the plain of the mem, not with the 
import, m a vaft number of pa- maid, as our verf on renders it, 
rallel places, that others of them but tn the •virgin ; but this we 
have difowned it. have had occafion to explain in a 

(U) Of this kind is that of former volume, to whieh we re- 
'Jeremiah (3).• The Loku •will fei" thereader (4). 

(3} Cop, XXXI* 2x, (4) Vii, ai. p, 143, (H). 
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At i^asordh^ During her fiay there, Elhsaiethy being delivered 
of the proituied fun, gave him the name of jebn (V), as hit 
^thefitud l^n commanded by the angel i and Z^c^rwi,having 
teftfhed his conllnt -to it in writing, found his tongue imme¬ 
diately toofed, and his heart filled with the Holy Ghofi; which 
brpkp out into an eucharifiic and prophetid hymn, which 
infpired the wondering byilanders, witn fingular hopes con¬ 
cerning this new-born child ^ (W). 

Thb virgin Mary^ who wis returned, from her viCittoZa-C 6 nJl/&e 
ehariasy to Nazateth, the place of her abode, began now to of 

filch figns of her pregnancy, as made her aged fpoulc, who 
wholly abfiained fiom matrimonial converfe with her, con-^®'’®* 
ceive Ibme ftrong fufptcion of her. He was thereupon contriving 
/bmc means tb give her a private divorce, without expofing licr 
to the rigour of law j when he was apprifeJ by an angel, 

y Lukei. vtr. 27, ad fin. 

(V) In the Hthnnu pPP, dens and lurking Jiole«, fome 

name very exprcllive of which ttHs us were 

of that gracious dilpeiilation, h>rgc cni'ugh to lodge looo 
which hc.i\cn was going to dif- men (6', bethought hiinfelf at 
play^by the gofi tl, of w' ich this length of a way of fuppreffing 
child was appointed the har- them efi-cctually. I fe began with 
binger ^ inlargingand fortilMrg aMlI^ige, 

(W) During this tiirc, that which was eonvenientl,-lituared 

pat'" of JuAtea^ wJikIi is c.'ll'd in the heart ol the and 

TAiehoui’i^f from two ridges ol became in time a confidtrai.le 
mountaiii'i, Called by an aiiticnt tov\n Hither he united acer- 
geogupLer /■ew/’r {5), and tnni //<; lap'a'n, named Zw- 
which was vci y rod y and moun- »• > , w ho w'. gone at the liead 
tainous, had been the receptacle of 500 wdl aunid men to fettle 

of a great numbel of banditti, in a calllt in the ncigl.bi irhood . 

had free booters, who, as we of rlutt ch and gave lam and 
have already iiinied, lived ciiitfly Ins me n lo m my encouragements 
upon the plunder which the) got and immunuies, that the)r came 
by their conllant txcui lions, and fixed their abode there, and 
fometimes towards Ju lion cleared all that coantjyof 

times tQwaidb Jr Ina Wiiat that plundering vermin (7) Z.»- 
yvas ftill worfe, they infeiled the mu/zf, who wa> bo'-h valiant and 
roads that led from the religious, did not only fignalize 

territories to J tufaiem, and himlelf in this provim >, but left 
hindered the coacourfe of the a noble offspring like himiel^ 

Jews of thofe quarters to the whofe very nagies were fuffictenc 
annual fealls. Hetot/, who had to deter the leil; of cImK gang 
already been at a vail deal of fiom fettling tliere any more. 

|iaina tq ferrpt them qut of their 

Sua^. £'ea£-r. /. xvi, De hat vtJ. & CaJmet^Prid & of^ (S) Sd.iKd, 

^of^K btH, Jud. /. I. c, 7 . Eujei. t» / k . /iA vee, KooMhi Bttrm. be, Hehtf 

.t?) 

that 
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that her condition was altogether miraculous, and that he ought 
tiot to hefltete one moment, to take .her and her child under hit 
patron^e, Ance that miraculous Son was appointed by Ooh to be 
the Saviour ofhis people, Immediately obeyed, and tbok 

her to his home, but Uved in perfetS continence with her till the 
time of her delivery *, if not, of his death. In the mean time 
BethUheniy the city of David, and not the obfeure city of iV5»- 
^reih, being the place pointed at by the propliet for the birth 
of the Mefliah *, the divine wifdom lb ordered it, that the de- 
Attguftus’jcree of Jugujius for taking a frelh forvey of the jR^rjum empire, 
dKUf. and the number and eftimate of all perlbns, eflates, riches, (X). 

(hould reach Judaa about this time; which obliged the pregnant 
virgin and her husband to repair thither, to ^ inrolled with afi 
thofe that were of the houfe and lineage of Davids The great 

* Matt.!. i8 , &fcq. » Mic. v. 2. 


(X) When this way of furvey- 
ing came in vogue in the Roman 
empire, how and by whom it was 
performed, (hall be ihewn in the 
Roman hiftory. We need here only 
cake notice, that Augufius caufed 
tluee of thefe to be made in his 
time, of which tliis was the fe< 
cond; it had been begun fome^ 
what above feven years before the 
vulgar, or chrilUan aera, that is, 
above three years before the birth 
of Chrift; and it might well be 
all that time going through the 
provinces of Ceplffyna, Pharmce, 
and part of Judtea, before it 
came to Betbhbm (8), fince that 
which had been made by Da<vid^ 
of the (ingle province of "judita 
{though it doth not appear, that 
die comtniflioners were to take 
an eftimate of the eftates, but 
Only thenamber of fighting men), 
bad taken up near ten months, 
•though they were recalled before 
they had gonethmuohwithit (9). 

It may not be amifs to obferve 
further, concerning this decree 
of Augufius, that mere is a kind 
of diftbnance between Sc. Luk^ 


and yofephus', tire former casing 
it a decree for taxing the empires 
and the other affirming, that no 
tax was paid in Judofa during^ 
Herod and his fon Aicbelaus'^ 
reign, and that it did not beg^n 
till the depofition of the latter, 
when that province was put un¬ 
der a Reman governor or paefi- 
dent. This was not till twelve 
years after, when Cyrenius, as 
he is called by the Greeks and the 
evangellfts, or, in the RomeOu 
ilile. Pub. Sulp. ^hinisu, was 
fent prefident of Sytta (i). 

The difference is ealily recon¬ 
ciled; the decree iflued out by 
Augufius was in order to have 
the empire taxed according to 
the eftimate made by this furvey. 
Judua, though then fubje^ ta 
Rome, was excepted by the Hr 
vour of the emperor, till the de^ 
peiition of Archelaus, when it 
began to take place there unddr 
chat new prefident. This fenfk, 
which feems the obvious one of 
the evangelift, doth m no way 
really clalh with tha Jtwip 
hiftoriui(2). 


(9) Cm^. Suttou. M OSumio, 3 lm% iL 1 , 
pf. 5t* aJfo vd, iv. A. 83 , lA'fif* & net. 
(a) De bte vid» lifer, fred, Cumef, & «4 


( 9 } > Sum. axiv. s, 4iP 
(t) Asnif. /. «• t. 

concoorie 
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COACOurfe ol ,peop!fi coming to that place, put this poor little 
^ily under two iiiconvcniencies; to wit, a long ftay, and the 
want of a kxlging: yet waa this allb conducted by a fpecial pro^ 
vidence, that he, who Was to be the pattern of humility^ Ihould 
begin and end his race in the lame low and dejefted path. Ac-C^rifl 
tofdingly, when Ae pregnant Virgin found herfelf near the tiine^«^« *» « 
of her delivery, fhe was forced to take up with the mean habita-^**^^^* 
tion of a liable; where, having brought forth her Godlike 
Son, Ihe wrapped him up in fw^ling-cloaths, and for want of 
better accommodation, laid him in a manger} but this bumble 
riling of the Sun of righteoulhefs did loon break out into its pe¬ 
culiar luftre, when an angel, at the head of an heavenly hoft, 
prockimed his wonderous birth to the watching IhepherJs, and 
celebrated it with that noble hymn Glory be to God on ^ 

w earth peace y good will towards men {Y)! ' 

The child’s parents, according to the Mofaic kw, circumr 
ciied him on the eighth day, and gave him the sumR of Jefus^ 
as they had been dire^ed by the angel ^ fZ). 

Another 

•* Luke ii. 8 , ad 12. ® Ibid. verf. zi. Matt. i. zi. 

(Y) And here began the firft 
part of the charafter of that di¬ 
vine child, hfnted above out of 
the prophet, to be difplayed, 

ArSi he Jhall be coiled Wonderful; 
wonderfully conceived, wonder¬ 
fully born, |ind as wonderfully 
ttanifefted. Accordingly, the 
angel having declared to the 
Ihepherds, that on that day was 
born in the city of David a Sa¬ 
viour, which is Chrill the Lord, 
gives them thefe wonderful ligns 
Fo difeover him by : Te Jhallfind 
the hahe vorapped up in fvoadling^ 
eloaths^ and lying in a manger (;}]; 
ai^ the Ihepherds going to the 
pkee, and finding all tmngs as 
had been told them, became 
illhemfdlves the publilhers of the 
joyfhl news, and began to fi|I 
me neighbourhood with hopes of 
^clr mng-expefted and now 
adfbxcd d eilverance. 

(Zf) This wonderful birth of 
ibe Saviour of the world hap- 
’•^ened, ocoording to the beft com- > 


putatlon we have, that of our 
moft excellent in the four 
thoufandth year of the world} 
and exadly falls in with an old 
tradition of the jevos, mentioned 
in a former volume,that the world 
(hould laft two thoufand years 
before the law, two thoufand 
under the law, and two thoufand 
under the MeiTtah, according to 
the fix days of the Mo/aic crea¬ 
tion ; after which was to follow 
the feventh, or millennium (4). 

Accordingly, we find that 
there was about this time an uni- 
verfal expe£lation of him among 
all they£«iv/, and even among 
fhe heathens, w'ho might have 
it probably from them; the fa- 
CTM books having, by this time^ 
been a confiderable while tranfr 
kted into Greet, as we have 
feen in a former fe^on *. Nei¬ 
ther is it improbable, they mig^t 
ftill retain a kind of traditionaiy 
nodon of him, from the pro¬ 
phecy of ‘Concern!^ 

yel, iii* p. 39* * geep. 

the 




4 tfo • ' TU Hi/itry tf tht Jews. B,». 

*[he timph Anothee remarkable ocxjurrence^and very vprqjer to 
./Janus 

in both this chara 61 er of Wonderful, as well as the other oC 
Prince of peace, was, that the temple oi Janus was then fhutop; 
which was never done, but when the empire enjoyed a profound 
peace as it did at this time, and contin led to do twelve whole 
years (A). But the moft iignal manifcftation of this new-born 
Saviour, and which put the whole city of Jerufakm into an 

* Sec the authors quoted under the following note» 


the wonderful (tar that was to 
anfe out of yac}/f{^) ; and this 
maybe tie rcalon w'lythefelo 
reaiiilv embraced Lurill anity, 
whilft the yi'-i , blinded with 
jntj ulice, an! loothed into the 
hopes of a conq iciin^j dehveier, 
rejected both ium and his doc 
tune, and liave endeavoured to 
pel fjade their diftiples, if not 
themlelve'', tliat his co/nino as 
for lome Itcict realon, mi It j ro- 
babl) for tlie fins of their i uion, 
deferred oi retarded till a inoie 
pioper time 

..Vccording to this notio i, they 
fill! expect, that he will appear 
in the pomp and giandtur of a 
tonqueiing and Mdoiious mo¬ 
narch, who (hall free them from 
all foicign yo^ e, and bring thi , 
an I all otht-i i ttions, under th it 
of thf y ‘I'j, for till IS the ittiie 
they put oi ill thok proplieciLS 
which it t foidi the gloius of liu 
kingdom : and tlieic being tlic 
chief bleflings they e’tpcdcd from 
him, and on wnich they let ti e 
h ghell value, what more Ijlsely 
cauie could be alHgned for hi:, 
delay, tlian that of their fins } 

But, could they have opened 
their eyes to the oppofitc part cf 
his chara£ler, wlpeh is ^here as 
plainly and exprefly foretold, and 
in fhe very fame chapter of the 
fame prophet 6), namely, that 


of his humiliation and fufTerings, 
of his being rejected, reproach¬ 
ed, blalphi'mcd, and periccuted, 
evt 11 to death s they mull have 
toi J dwd, that nothing lels than 
rti 1 fins could be the caufe of 
liio coming being lo long fufpend- 
cd 0.1 tiio tontiary, they would 
havt leen, tli.it fince a perfon of 
his glonouj, beneficent, and irre- 
pio.ichdble cj\ir<iiiei, was to be 
lo tiutlly treated, lo unjuilly and 
lo inh manly biitehered, by his 
own peoplt, no time could be 
fi'ter foi liji coming, than wlicn 
then nation was rilen to the 
height oi ingratitude and «n- 
juitiie, of infatuation and in- 
humamt), a^ it rea.ly w.as, when 
thole piophceies wele fulfilled in 
him. 

{\) Thi-. was the fifth time of 
its bving Ihet finee the founda¬ 
tion oi aW/ tlie fiid tune was 
uiidei V,</« ; ilie ficoiiJ at the 
end of the I'u/ic w.ir; the third 
indt) jiu^ujhiSf after the 
(lefeat of Mure Anto ’j, and death 
of CltopftiUy twenty-nine years 
be'foie the birth of Chrift} the 
fourth, lour jears after, or twen¬ 
ty-five yeais before Chrifl, on 
the reduSlion of the Cantthcrims 
OC Catitahriam <n Bfmn ; and the 
fifth at this ume of our Saviour's 
birth, and under the fame cm'* 
peror (7). 


(«) Humh. xxn. 17. (6) Ifatab liii. faff" W. & Pf. xxfl. fajl gfth'plar, 

(7) De hnwd. Plutiirth. tnNuma, lav, Ub, i, flftfx M, u. (fw, Cajf. & 

$1, Ort^, 4 vi, c, zOf ^ ftp 
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uproar, was the arrival of the magi, or wife men, from the men 
caft(B}, to that Aietr( 4 >olis, under the guidance of ainiracuiuuorcmr from 

ftar, 

(B) It would) doubtlefs) prove m}a fa). So that this country of 
an inquiry worth making) could Atabta D / rta items moft pro- 
we come at any tolerable cer> bably to be the place they came 
tainty concerning thele wife men, from , for that generally bears 
who they were, what part of the name of eailern in the (acred 
the world they came from, what writings Another antient au- 
time of the year they arrived at thor, whom we (liall have occa* 

Jerufalem , how many they fion to mennon und( r the next 

were; and many moie fuch note, tells us, thit they were 

queltions, which have been flart- Chaldtei m by birth, and bj- j. o- 
ed to little purpofc, and to which feflion great aKronomers, and, 
no fatibfaflory light can be given tint it was hv the hdp of this 
However, to (pare our curious art, ti at they under Uoi what 
readers the tioublc of confulting tbi'> new rifen ftar prefignined, 
the vanous accounts that h i\ e w hieh m ide them take tl cir 

been given of them, we lhall journty into Jud (, wheie the 

here fubjoin the moft that can be new /^n y/ king was born, 
found concerning them Now(/ U <7,pioptiIy fo called, 

ift, It IS general!/ agreed, beiu^ iitu ite do g tlienvtrZ/- 
that they were of the left of the ph t , v, is ftill nearer fudra 
mpgrs, of wllbm we hwe given thm tlie other two au).e men 
anaccountin ifonnervoliime(8), tioned 

peftons wholly addicted to the Tl is will alfo gp c us fome 
ftudy of philosophy, aftronomy, lij,ht into another e] e*Pion con 
and divination, and are fnp cerning ilicin , to wu IIo,vlong 
pofed b) foihe to have been the they were coming fiom their 
difciples or dtfcenden‘'s of Ba countiy to fauitl n fo**, if 
loam, whom wthave mentioned they came frv,m the lattcj, tlu/ 
a little lug] er, on iceount of might t ifd) reach it on their 
his notable prophec) of tiie Mel camel or dr )rrcdar es, the uiua), 
fiah This w ill not .appear im but expeditioi s c image, of tho<t 
probable, if we confider <-'iat both part®, in and about a fort- 
they, and their fuppofed matter, night, and if from the former, 
are (aid to come fro T the call: (9} tin ougli the IrUer. one week or 
Now the latter is iaid to have ten i ij s more might ft flee 
been fent for from the city of lor, from the fuppofiaon abovt- 
Fethor (i), which is there aJhrni mentioned, of fh»ir coming from 
ed to have been fituate on the Mtjopatantn, and t e binks of 
banks of the river of the land of the luphrutts, the greateft di- 
the children of his people, or, ftanct fiomtbA river to 
as the targum of Oitnehs renders km will not much exceed fee 
the place, on the river Euphrptes, hundred miles. What further 
and eliewheie is faid by Mefts to Iccms to conftrm this conje£lure 
have be^ a city of Mtfopota* is, the prophecy of the kings of 

(t) Vtd. V 155, SC/f. & P 387, (L). fOd Ctnf NuoA xxui y. 

& (ij Numa. xxu. 5. (x) Dent, xaui 4. 

Sitia 
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SM^ and* Saiat or Jraiia, fparing of the l{yH of hia fu(k 
bringing their gifts to the king jeds, whenever his jealoqfy or 
MeiUah; for of him is this refentment rendered them ob-* 
pfabn^}) aUowed by few/and noxious to him. 

Chriftihns to have bem written. Neither faOred nor antlent ec* 

Some antient authors indeed, clefiaftical writers toll us, how 
who have fetched them from the many in number, or of wtec 
temotell parts of Feifta^ have quality, they were; but this has 
allowed them two years travel; not hindered fome, more recent, 
and found their fuppofition on fixing thefe, and many more 
the inquiry which <7^ made ^of minute circumftances, even as 
the exadt time of the fiat’s ap- far as their names, age, com¬ 
pearing to them, and his de- plexion, drefs, retinue, and fuch- 
firoying all the male infants from like. As for their number, the 
two years and under (4); but moft received opinion is, that 
what quite overturns this con- they were but three, and this no- 
jeflure, and proves that they tion feems founded on the three 
muft have been at Bethlehem kinds of prefents they brought 
within lefa than foity days after with them, as if each of them 
his birth, IS, that this was the had prefented a different onCi 
place where they found him ; But this is faid u ithout founda- 
whereas, after lus parents had tion. An old apocryphal book 
prefented him to the Lord at has multiplied them to twelve j 
'Jerufalenii which was to be done and adds, that they were chofen 
at the end of forty days, they from their whoL nation, and 
arc faid to have gone and dwelt went every night on the high 
at Naxarefhy their ufual habi- mountains to watch the appt'ar- 
tatio^ (5). ance of the ftar {6). 

Befides, if they had been two Thofe that gave them tl^e title 
years in coming, the ftar inufi be of kings, found their opinion 
alfo fuppofed to have appeared partly on the text above-quoted 
to them fo long before, and to Out of the pfalmifi, and partly on 
have directed them all that time; a notion, which Tatulhan had 
which is abfurd, as we fhall fur- taken (7}, on what ground is 
ther ftiew under the next note, hard to guefe, that all thofe 
therefore, by flaying all eafiern nations were governed by 
the males under two years, might kings chofen out the fe£l of the 
only do It for his gi eater fecurity, mages. To their royal crown 
and from fome doubt, either the Armenians fS) have added 
that the magi might not have that of martyrdom, which they 
obferved the firft appearance of pretend they fuffered in that 
the ftar, or that they had pur- country. The great conftable of 
pofely concealed it from him, in his letter to the king 

out of a forecaft-they Jiad of his France {St. Lewis), adds, that 
bloody defign againft the child, they came thither from the ^ro- 
We have feen already through vince of Tangut (9). All this » 
his hiftory, that he was never faid on the authority of a tradi- 

^3} Pfsiint Ixxti. 10. (4) t>e bts mtd. Celmet. eommet, tm Mmttb* 

(t,) Lute 11. 39. (6) elitff. tf. imperf nt Mattb, bemtl, li. (7) Cv/* 

/. 111. (A hk tent. Judaes. (8) Vtd. Cbetitn't trtnnh intu Perfia, 
ttm. lu* (9) SfutJtg. mp. Celmet, 

tioa 
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ftar (C),xil^}ik;h c«ii&d not to go before them, till it had brought 
them to the place and peribn they were in iearch of. However, 

as 


tion they have among them, and 
not from any authentic records; 
fo that we may oppofe to it that 
of the city of Cologne, which pre¬ 
tends that they died there in their 
way home, and Aiews not only 
their tomb, but their three heads, 
in the cathedral of that city. 
Their epitaph, which is in Latin 
verie, gives them the names of 
Qaffar, Melchior, and Balthazar. 

We (hall add one tradition 
more concerning them, which is, 
it feems, as flidy believed in fome 
parts of the Indies, as the two laft 
arc in Atmenia and Germany. 
We have it on the credit of 
jerom Oforius, bilhop of Algatba 
in Portugal, who alTurcs us he 
had it from perfons of undoubted 
credit, well yerfed in the antient 
monuments of thofe countries, 
aqd is to this effect: 

Kihipii imal, king of Crangamr, 
in the kingdom of Calecut, having 
undertaken* fome long voyage 
by way of expiation for an inceft 
he had committed, came into 
Carmania, where he met with 
two mages going into Judnea to 
pay their homage to a miraculous 
chUd newly born of a virgin. 
The king begged leave to ac¬ 
company them, and on his re- 
tom caufed a ftately church to be 
built in honour of theVirgin and 
her Son, and in which he caufed 
her image to be fet up, holding 
the child in her arms. We (hall 
Aop here, feeing there is no go- 
further in fearch of them, 
without danger of bang (till 
more bewildered. 

However, before we difmifs 
this note, it wiU be very proper 


to take notice,*once for all, that, 
from the very earlieft times of 
Chri(tiamty, there darted up a 
number of heretics, who, the 
better to colour their impious 
tenets, trumped up divers falfe 
gofpels and writings, under tiie 
names of fome of the apoiUes, or 
moft famous difciples of Chrid, 
and duffed them with fuch wi- 
riety of miraculous ctrcumdancet 
and dories, as obliged the heads 
of the church to condemn and 
explode them, as they judly de- 
ferved. But though the books 
vanifhed, except their names, 
and fome few fragments of them, 
yet the memory of thofe addi- 
titious dories and miracles was 
not fo eafily extinguifhed among 
the vulgar, who were ignorant 
of their foul origin; but was 
propagated by a kind of popu¬ 
lar tradition, which was after¬ 
wards too indiferiminately ra- 
ceived by the writers of -the 
fourth, fifth, ^c. centuries, efpe- 
cially where they thought ic 
ferved to clear a text, or fupplied 
thofe circumdances of men and 
things, which had been omitted 
by the facred writers; but hath 
been long fince judly rejected by 
mod Chriftians of all churches. 

(C) We have likewife a great 
variety of conjeftures, concern¬ 
ing this wonderful dw, accord¬ 
ing as men are inclined, either 
to lefTen or to multiply miracles. 
Of this fecondfbrt are tholb'who 
diink it to have been a mere 
comet, only with fome peculiar 
luftre, or fome other index, well 
anderdood by the wife men (a); 
andothcr^ who make no moiv 


0) Orig, hUUtH, Gnt, LeCHtfin dCoe, ik Of «/. 
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as upon Jiim as tjjc kfr^^ ^ 3^** 

paired to' the* Uietropciis^ where he was ij^nr likdy to be citheir 


of it than ameteor^ vaftly below and irregolaf :tooitio0» 'widi te^ 
the orb of the moon (2 ); though' fpett to otho* heavenly hodmy 
either of thefe can hardly be ad^ could not but awaken the atcen*-' 
nitted, without the interpofitioir tion an<^ wonder of all tholb>' 
of a miracle, fince the luppofi> countries, in which it jaxa^^ have 
tion of an extraordinary luttre in been ieen. But this didtcidty 
the former, and the long and rc- has been removed, by pretend'* 
gular motion of the latter, con- ing, that it appeared either tqji) 
trary to all that wc underiland of none but to ihemagf, or only two 
meteors, feems to have required or three times, enou^ for thofo' 


a fupernatural hand. Since, 
therefore, a miracle muft be ad¬ 
mitted, and it is plain, Goi> was 
never lefs fparing of them, than 


who were watchful obfervers of 
it, but overlooked by all the' 
red. But thi> is faid without > 
foundation, or even ihadow of** 


upon this glorious jundlure; probability; and the queftionjUp 
odiers have, with greater pro- the magi at Jerufalem feeiffir 
babiliry, believed it to have been much rather to imply, that it had 


a luminous body, created on 
purpofe; others, that it was the 
very light which hadlippeared to 
the Ihepherds, which, having 
been fecn at a dift.incc by the 
wife men Uice a dar, came ladly 
to appear to them in a more re- 


been feen at lead in all the coun¬ 
tries between Judaa and their 
own. 

We will not take upon us t® 
fay, which of all thefe hypotl\e> 
fes is the mod probable, iinte 
the facred hi dorian has left us in’ 


fulgent manner (3}. Some think *the dark, and the red'Of andenc 
it wasan angelin that iigure(4); hidorians are quite Alent aboUt 
others have run dill greater it. We fliall only fubjoin herg, 
lengths, making it to have been what tlie Platonic philofopher 
the Holy Ghod, appearing in- ChalciJius fays of it(5); it is 
that vifible ihape, and have at- not eafy indeed to guefs at the 
tributed fuch an unufual bright- time in which he liv^; but thut 
nefs to it, as even eclipfed the he was a Chridian, the very paf- 
fan: if fo, it is a wonder no co- iage itfelf plainly Ihcws: Let 


temporary authors, either facred 
or profane, fhould have faid 
Amaething of it. 

And this will, in a great mea- 
fure, explode the notion of thofu 
we mentioned in .the f./reg^il>g* 
iiote,^ who make the wife metr 


“ us'now turn our thoughts {fays 
** he) to another and / more holy 
“ hidory, and fuch an one as is*' 
** more worthy of our admira- 
** tion; I mean that which 
** mentions the appearance of d 
** ftar, not of the nature of thofe 


to have been two years in coming ** which portended cither a fiek** 
to Jejrufalm, and the dar to “ nefs or mortality, but whicltf - 
Hve.gcmc all that time before “ m'aoifefled thqdefqeot of^vst 
diem: fiAcc its long eondnuaaoef, upon earth, tp 

(») Calmtt), .. fj) in Mott* & Ml* 

Chrj/vJt. Titeffytaff* Q oU (^J CmM, io TitMouMt FlMten.}, 19. 

. 8 meh* 


ponulhed aboiii: toepnte iCif b» ISlrtb* tlfrmed them to 
hmt the city inefitfon||i,by the i^phet above ^otdd. What* 
ever b6p^ the reft of the might cotv^tive from th^a wonder- 
IM pbaBiioinei| 4 iiv aaft ^ tidings of the new-born Meffiab, 

MtriJf who drmmt of^jeothing but an earthly kbgdom> began 
to look vpon that woa^vrftti child as a dangerous rival, and rcr 
felved fnnn ftuit ioflant to nip him in the bud. To this end hcHerod^ 
caulbd the m^i to be privately brought to him s and, having/iwr and 
narehiUy lifted them, concerning the time of the Aar's appear*- 
f^e, and other circumftances, which might ferve his bloody 






Ml^sntly for the child \ and when you have found him^ hrit^ 
yrii word, that I may go rtkewife am pay my homage td hirnm 
They fet out accordingly, and were not a little oveijoyed, wheti, 

ti»w\n iMuin/v 1 __1.1 ^1.- j*_n./..'/t II • 


the houfe where Ae child and his parents were. Here they vp’fl^tfe men 
pricked the Divine babe with fuitable reverence; and, having their 
laid open their treafures, they oftered him the preftnts of goldifi^^ to 
fnuikiacenle,and myrrh (E); and, being warned not to go back^*^* 

* to 

** men, znd to blefs them with theie days. Particularly in thele 
kis choiceft ^vours. Some of prefents, which the wife men 
** ^ t>r Wife men of offered to the holy Jc^us, they 

** obferved have pretended to find out, either 

** mis flar in the night, and his three diftin .61 offices of King;, 

*• bmg thoroughly verf<^ in Priefi* and Prophet, or his divi- 
** aftronomy, went immediately nity, royalty, and manhood (6) i 
“ in (earch of this new-born or* laftly, the divine virtues he 
** Gk>j> i and, having found him, was -endowed with, and was to 
*ir gifts fuit- communicate to his true follow- 

• iWe to his divine charafter.” ers;to wit, purity by the myrrh, 

The reader will find in the fub- which is an excellent ingredient 
fe^e nt what may have to preferve from corruption-s 
probably the meaning of incenfe, the fmoke or perfume 
exprefiioni of which is faid to be the prayers 

^ t*) The piety of fomeantient of the faithful (7} s and charity 
tuna*# when allegory was in or benefiaencei the moll accept* 
vogue, and ai)rli]erias able perfume t^at can be offisred 
diligently looked for in tothaJ><uty, and imifiitd m tho 
®^^j^ofholy writ, hath led gold, 

lengths, as it Others, grieviiw to fee thdr 
fim dangeront to follim in felU^-chnli^t feed their pie^ 

yoL.x. - ’* Bh 
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to JtrufaUm^ tfiey returned home another way*. ’'At ibon as 
Ac child was forty days old, tl» time prefcribed fdlr diepurifia* 
Jits pa- tion of women after tne birth of a fon*, his parents broc^ht him 
rents pre- to yerufakm to be prefented to the Lokj> in the temple, and to 
fent him in be redeemed, accordif^ to the law concerning the iirft*born 
the tern- with the price of five indcels, or of a lamb, or a pair of doves, 
fie, or young pigeons; which laft was the price appointed for the 
meaner fort. And to fuch low conditicm was the fomily of Dttwl 
reduced by this time, and fo poor were the parents of the 
world’s ineftimable Redeemer, that they were fain to redeem him 
at the loweft price. Here they were met by a venerable old 
man, named Simeon (F), a perfon of confummate piety, and 

endowed 

* Matth. ii. I, & feq. ^ Levit.xIL 2 , 8 c 6 . s£xoo, 
xiii. 2. Numb. xvui. 15. Seealfo before, vol.ui. p. 60, 8 c (F), 

V(ith fuch. far-fetched notions, birth, that he was likely to prove 
have fought a nearer meaning, fuch a glorious monarch, as that 
by running into another extreme, his reign would edipfe thofe of 
and concluded, that nothing elfe all his anceilors; but whether, on 
fcems intended by thofe gifts, account of his greater power,con- 
than the fupplying the prefent quells, or for what other reafon, 
and future indigencies of the it is not likely they could know, 
child and his parents, who were without a particular revelation. 
Ihortly to be forced to take a (F) Thelhortnefs of thce’^an* 
long journey into E^pt. So gelill’s account concerning ' this 
that the gold was to dnray their venerable perfon, has beenabun* 
expcnces, the myrrh to prcferve dantly fuppHed by>tKe pious and 
the babe’s tender limbs in his fruitful fancies of later writers, 
travels, and the incenfe to dif- who have each contributed their 
pel the common damps, and ill mite towards the railing of his 
fmell, either of his liable, or of charafler. He has been by 
thofe caravanaeras or inns, in many (1) affirmed to have been 
which they would be obliged to a prieft, and to have been then 
lodge. performing his funflion, in re- 

fiut there is a middle way be- ceiving the child in his arms, Be¬ 
tween thofe extremes, which is, cording to the cullom of redeem- 
that the mags offered thefe pre- ing the firfi-bom. Therels, in- 
fents to the new-born Monarch, d^, nothing can make this bi¬ 
as they looked on him merely as credible or improbable, if we 
the future king of the ^ews, and except the filence of St. Lnhe, 
without any regard to his divi- ewho, it is not likely, would have 
nity, of which it doth not fuffi- overlooked his bong a prief^ if 
ciently appear that they were ap- he had been really foch. 
pnfed. Only they fuppofed, by Some have affirmed him to 
the wonderful phamomeiia that have been the fame with Sim»s, 
preceded and accompanied his fitrnained The dirci|te of 

(S) Alht, i’Jftrt, de Script, Smm. fuh att, 

* Ihe 
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endowed with the i{Hrit of prophecy } to whom it had been re- 
vealed, that^he (bould not iee death before he had beheld the 
{HTomifed Meffiah. Bnng therefore dire^o) by the HolyGhoftSimeonV 
to the temple at the &me time, he took the babe in his arms \t<ftaue 
and, having foretold to his mother the forrows with which her/"/^^g' 
pious foul would in time be pierced, on account of the many^’^* 
bla^jhemies and perfocutions which this Divine Son was to be 
expofod to, and being now ailured, that nothing could add to 
hishappinefi, but the joys of a future life, funghis own requiem 
in a ihort wftatic hymn, and reAored the babe to bis parents. 

His teftimony was accompanied with that of a venerable old 

E rophete^ named who had dedicated the remainder of 
er life, from her widowhood, to the fervice of God, and of 
his temple; and, coming at that inftant to the place, began like- 
wife from thenceforth to publifh this new-born Saviour to all 
the feithful IfraeUtes 

What bloody expedient the jealous Herod pitched upon to 
fruilrate all thefe predidions, by ridding himfelf of this fo dread¬ 
ed child, and how he was difeppointed in it by a peculiar pro¬ 
vidence, will be feen in the next fe^lion: and we ihall dole this, 
according to our promife, with a ihort view of the fe^s at tbisTiie fia- 
time reigninjg in yudeea^ that the reader may fee how it czmefigus fefft 
to pafe, that a MeiSah, fo plainly and frequently foretold 

the beginning, fo miraculoufly conceived and born, proclaimed'’’? timovg 
‘ . iht Jew*. 

^ Luke ii. az, ad 38. 


Ae fainous^///.r/,often mentioned 
in this hiHory, who was alfo tlie 
snafter of that Gamaliel^ at whofe 
feet St. Paul had been brought 
up {9}; and that whilft he was 
endmvouring after an expofition 
of the prophecy, quoted a little 
higher, A virgin Jball conceive, 
and hear a fin, this revelation 
was made to him, that he ihould 
aot die before he had feen it ful¬ 
filled. So that when he came to 
fee the miraculous mother and 
duld, he broke out into that 
^ne and pophetic ecilafy men¬ 
tioned by foe evangelm, and 
died foon after. Efipbanius 
adds (1), that foe noble tefti- 
mony he gave to fois new-born 
Smn^our, fo exafperated the ftub- 


born Jenus, that they denied 
him common burial. 

. Another fet, which makes him 
pne of foe feventy interpreters of 
xUrr Greek verfion, mentioned in 
a former feAion (a), tell us, that 
when he came to tranflate foe 
prophecy, juft now mentioned, 
he found his faith ftagger; but 
that his doubts were happily dif- 
pelled by this revelation, that 
he (hould fee the accomplilh- 
ment of it before he died (3). 
So that at foat/ate he muft have 
lived to a rood old age, fiace, 
at foe loweft, that veriton was 
made above two hundred years 
before Chrift, and foofe inter¬ 
preters were fcarcely chofen out 
of foeyoungefttiibe. 


(9) jtSt xzii. 3. (s) D* «tr. & mart. prtpitt.‘ (z) X. 

f, »39> & jff* Q eof, (3} De iu vi 4 . jluat, uit ft^rs, 
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by angelsy attefled by prc^hets, and confirmed by itmomerable 
miracles, the infallible fads of heaven, came yet Co be n^efled 
and perfecuted even to death, and bepnd, by thofe wlio were 
the keepers and expounders of thofe oracles, which foretold and 
typified him, and eye-witnefies of all his ftupendous works. For 
. thwgh we are writing the hifiory of the Jnvsf and not of the 
Chrifiians, yet, forafinuch as the deftrudlion of their temple. 
One e/t&ecky, and commonwealth, was owing to their refiifing to ac- 
eau/fs of knowlege the Melfiah, after he had fulfilled in his own perfon 
the Jews all that the prophets had written of him *; it will be necefiary 
tncredu- to examine, by what prejudices and infatuation they brou^ 
this total and lafting defolation upon their country znd luition $ 
and, upon a review of the doftrines peculiar to each it will 
be found, that their invincible attachment, each to their own 
tenets, were the main caufes and haveners of it (G). 

JofephusV ydfephus reckons four principal ones among the Jews ; i, The 
account ^pharifces; 2. fadducees; 3. efienians; and, 4. the 
them. 07 the fiidion of Judas Galilaus^» The evangelifts add that 
of the Herodians to the two former, and mention nothing of the 
two lafl, probably becaufe they did not oppoie the gofpel with 
that inveteracy which the others did. How powerful and nu> 
merous the pharifaic fed was among the meane^, and what 
fway that of the fadducees bore among the opulent, and wliat 

^ Luke c. ult ver. 25, & feq. Acts Hi. 12, ad 22, &alib. p£ir. 

Antiq 1 . xviii. c. i, & feq. Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 7, & alib. palT. 


(G) For, on the one hand, 
that erroneous and permcioos 
opinion, which every one of 
them obflinately held of a tern- 
poral McfTiah, and conquering 
deliverer, was attended with two 
very fatal confequences, namely, 
the rejefUng the true one, whom 
they law appear in a quite oppo- 
fite charader; and their feeking 
him in^ofe impoflors, who flat* 
tered them in their delufion, and 
ripened them into an open rebel¬ 
lion. Such vrzsjudas Gv.hlieus,tiie 
head of the Gmbmitijh fed or 
fadion, which proved the mo¬ 
ther of infinite mifclued to that 
Infatuated nation, and haftened 
their total ruin; to fay nothing 
of feveral other pretenders to 
the charader either of the Mef- 
iiah, or of his for,;runner, which 


drew foil vait multitudes after 
them. On the otlier hand, the ir- 
reconcileable hatred which every 
fe£t bore, either to each other, 
on account of their different 
tenets, or againfl Chrifluuiity, 
which was foil more oppofite to 
their own, did fo weaken and 
diflrad the whole body, that, in- 
flead of joining their united 
counfeland foength againil their 
opprelTors, they did as much 
ftrengthen them by their mutual 
^euds and perfecudons, as they 
exafperated them by their fe- 
ditious and hofole behaviour, 
and made their own ruin fo much 
the eafirr to complete. AU 
which will be better feen by the 
iequel, efpecially by a fhortview 
of each of thofe feds. 


perpetual 
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perpetual Wars each waged againft the other, lias been already 
frequently hin(ed» and will now be better underftood, by a Ihorc 
review on tiieir diffident tenets. 

I. The rife of the pharifees is very much unknown: pharifitf^ 

claim, indeed, their famous do£lor often mentioned mtbeir orU 

this chapter, for their father, as he is fuppofed by feme to hzvc£tn. 
lived during the pontificate of Jonathan^ about Itn hundred and 
fifty years before the birth of Chrifi, but by others later; and 
more jufUy too, fince, if he be the Polho mentioned \f^fofe^uu 
along with the famous Sameas, he muft have lived abemt the 
time of Ilirod, long before whom the pharilatc was in high 
repute. It is therefore likely, they claim him rather as an orna¬ 
ment, than as the author of their fe£t (H) 

Wb have formerly had occafion to mention one of their fa- 7 V»#rr, 
vourite tenets, namely, that of an oral tradition conveyed down oral fradi-’ 
from Mefesj and to which they attributed the fame divine au- tion. 
thonty as to the facred books K This being ftrenuoufiy oppofed 
by the fadducees, as well as the Samaritans^ and the Caraites (a 
of which we fhal! give feme account at the clofe of this 
fedion), made thefe cqu^ly detefied by them. But none more 
incun ^ their hatred and refentment than our Saviour, who took 
all proper ojcafions of reproving them for the unjuftifiable pre- 
ferencv* which they gave this pretended tradition to the written 
ytord of God, and for condemning thofe as apofiates worthy 
of death, who paid not the fame, or even a greater regard to 
the former than to the latter. 

Anoth*e R tenet of theirs, in oppofition to the fadducees, was. Belief of 
that of the being of angels, the immortality of the foul, refur- angels* 
ftiSfcn, and future rewards. But, as to this laft,thcy firft a future 
duded all that were notorioufly wicked from having any {hare 
in it, and fent them immediately after their death into ever- 
hfting punifhment (I). 

A THIRD 

i See before, vol iii. p. 5, (B), Be feq. 

(H) As to the pharifees, it is with others {4), from another 
probable, they did not begin to fenfe of that word, fignifying 
diftingnife tliemfelves, tiU the recom|«nce or retribution, in 
oppolite (e£l of the fadducees oppofition to their antagonifb, 
ftarted up, and made them, by who denied and doided at 
degraes, run into the other ix- leaft as to a fbture life, 
tseme. This feeins evident, from (I) Jofepbusy who was him* 
the etymon of thdr name, whe- felf a as well-as learned 
ther we derive it, with the gene- phaiifee, afSrms, that thofe f]u> 
ndity of critics, from the BrJrew, rits, which they cilled devils, 

CO divide or feparati^ or, were no other tl^n the foul$ of 
(4) Vtd» BapMgtbif, »i. th. -jg, Jia, a. 
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Fatality, A THIRD tenet was, that all things were fbbfeA to £ite 
(or, as fome exprelTed it, to the heavens), exce^ic the fear of 
God. It is not eafy to gueis what they meant by it: Jofi- 
thus n, indeed, wilt have it, that thejr deftgned to reconcile, 
by this unaccountable jumble, the fatality or predeftination of 
the ellencs with the tree-will of the faddurees. If fb, this 
is not the only ^bfurdity, or even contradiAion, which they 
held; but our learned btlhop Bull Teems to have proved, that 
they attributed all to fate, or to that chain of caufes,'to which 
the Creator had fubjeAed all things from the beginning "| 
among which the influence of the heavenly bodies was looked 
Ujpon to be one of the principal (K). 

But 

” Joseph, ubi fupra. Vid. & antiq. 1 . xiii. c. 9, & xviii. c. t, 2. 
" Harmon, apoft. diflert. pofler. c. 15. 

fuch wicked men, who, ftill tth (K) This Teems hinted at by 
taining their miichievous pro- St. yames^ in the beginning of 
penfity, were ever Teeking to his epiftle to his new converts,, 
annoy thoTe of the living by ob^ where he explodes that pharifai- 
Teflions, (sfc. In the next place, cal leaven by the moft beautiful 
this rcTurreftion, in thole that oppofition of the immutability 
were admitted to it, was no of Goo, the giver of all go^, 
more than a tranfmigration from to the mutability of the planets, 
one body to another, more or which, according to that notion, 
lefs happy, according to their be- muft neceflarily vary their 
haviour in their former flate. pe^s From a benign to a mal^o- 
Thus the difciples alked our Sa- lent one, and wee ver/a, even 
viour, Who had iinned, the by the natural change of their 
blind man before them, or his courfes (7). 
parents, that he fhould be punilh- Here was then a new Ibaroe 

ed with blindnefs (5): and thus of diflike to Chrift’s doArine, 
Herod, and the multitude, fop- which affirms men to be the an- 
pofed Chnft to be either yo6n thors of their own unbelief dil* 
the baptift, Elias, or fome other obedience, obflinacy, and foan* 
prophet rifen from the dead (6). fwerable for that, and all the tnin 
when, therefore, that Divine of evils which it brings after it 
Matter came to preach to them (8). It mutt be owned, however, 
a more glorious refurreAion, this that fome critics have given a dif- 
prondf^cooldnotbntlookupon ferent fenfe to Jofepbm't woids, 
it as a derogation from what they and, whflft one makes the Jaws 
thought their fnperior authority from it to fall into the worfhip of 
and judgment; wltieh was there- angel^ as having the government 
fore the more oifenfive to them, of thofe heavenly bodies (9), 
as coming from fo mean, illite- others have endeavoured to dlf* 
fate, and contemptible a perfon. cnlpate them even from thdr 

(s) 7*** *• & ahh, ( 7 ) Jama, e. I. 

s%, 16, X7> Qf Bi viadiettion tftbo faertd eta^et* <f) 

int. al,^s. xi^ (9> Mamiiu of, Bafnag. du Jwfs, I, ii. 

to ’fa 

known 



CXI. tbt 4f tht Jev«9. 4^£ 

Bur their moft difti^iihed charader^ and that which Tntdtih- 
rendered fhem moft obnoxioiis ta the juft cenfures of Chrift|»«/ cu/- 
was their (uperero^itory attachment to the ceremonul law, rmi. 
their frequent wirings, fofttngs, and prayings, their public 
ahns'deeds, hunting after profelytes, fcrupulous tythin^, af« 
feAed gravity of dreft, gefhire, and mortified Iwks; their 
building the tombs of tlto prophets, to tell the worlds that 
they were more righteous than their anceftors, who murdered 
them, though themfelves were then plotting the death of the 
bell and greatcft of all the prophets } thetr over-lcrupulous 
obfervance of the fabbath, to the exclufion of works of the 
greateft charity, and many more of the like nature { wlnlft 
they were wholly negligent of the moral and eternal law of 
mercy and juftice, of charity, humility, and the like indif* 
penfable virtues. The bell of them, contenting themfelves 
with abftaining from the finilhingafl of any fin,‘indulged them* 
felves in all the thoughts, defires, and complacencies, which 
came (hort of it; whilft others, more hardened m their vices, 
made no fcruple, not only to covet, but to devour poor 
widows houfes; to commit the vileftof opprelfions, injufticss, 
and cruelties, and to encourage it in their own difciples, un¬ 
der the fpecious cloak of religion and fan^lity. Well might 
Chrift then.comparc them to whited lepulcres, beautiful iiv* 
deed without, but within full of rottennefs and corruption * 

-(C), Ths 

** Matt, xxiii. 27, & alib. * 

known atdlcbmeot to aftrology, virtues he there boalb of, what- 
by pretending, that by the hea- ever chanel he might fuppofe 
vans is meant no more than the they flowed to him from: and 
eternal decrees of God, which, doth not this at leafl; mamate» 
are yet {foppoled very confiflent that he looked upon the want of 
with the notion of a freedom of thofe virtues in the defpifed pob- 
wUl(il. Both fides had an end lican to be owing to his being 
to lerve, and feem to argue ac- deprived, by the fame arbitrary 
cording to their different notions; wUl or decree, of that foperior 
which it is not our bufinefs to grace which produced them ju 
enter further into, much left to him ? All whi^ is contrary like- 
reconcile the phanfees notion, if wile to the doiftrine of Chrift s 
it was really theirs, of a freedom which teaches, us, that 600 dif- 
of will, with the abfolute and tributes to evety man foffident 
eternal decree of the SuprAne ftiare of it tof profit withal, and 
Beihg. Sure it ftems, from ^ increai^ it according to the imr 
addreis of the proud pharifee pcQvenieot they make of it. 
with. Goo, lthmnktbu{%\ that (L) Hence thatfiital and jib* 
he looked upon him as the ori- diciaL infiituataon, which made 
gtnai iburce of all thoie faiftled them overlook all the miracles 

(1) B0fnag, «!,*Jufrgf fi 8 , 7, (>} Xstt xviib II* 

Hh4 which 
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Sxfeffa- Th £ faft efroneolU notion w£ ihaH mention' of theii^« 
iioH of a which was indeed common to the other itdcs^ but more 
temporal exadlly tallied with the haughty, rapacious, and cruel temper 
mjfah, of the pharifees, was their expe^tion of a glorious conquer^ 
ing Meffiah, who was to bring the whqle world under the 
yewijh yoke} infomuch that there was (carce a kennel^ 
raker among them, that did not expert to be made governor 
of fome opulent province under him (M). 

Sadduetes JI. The fadducean fedfc was no lefs oppofite to the dodlrine 
deny the of Chrift. We have already given fome account, in a for>^ 
refurre- mer fe^ion of their rife, and of their favourite tenet, that 
fi/a/ff Sec, there was neither refurredlion, reward, or punilbment, not 
even life, after this. They added, that God was the only 
immaterial being; in confequence of which, they admitted 
neither angels, nor any fpiritual fubftances, but him. Whe¬ 
ther this was the original dodrine of Saddoc their founder, as 
the talmudiils and Jofephus affirm; or whether thefe, and 
fome of their other epicurean principles, were afterwards gra¬ 
dually introduced by his loofe difciples, in order to nd them- 
felves of the dread of a fad hereafter, as fome moderns think; 
it is plain this tenet was very rife with them in our Saviour’s 
time; which made them take feveral opportunities of op- 
pofing and ridiculing his doi^nne of the refurre£lion 
Jfirm a Another of their tenets, equally oppofite to the phari- 
felffuffici-^^^y and tp tbedo^rine of Chriit, was, that man wa$ma*^w 
eney, abfolute mailer ot all his adions, and ftood in no need of any 

* Page 238, & feq. t Matt. xxii. 23, & feq. & alib. plur. 

which he wrought before their it, that a meek and humble Je* 
eyes, becaufo he chofe to do fome fus, whole dodlrine breathed no* 
of them on the fabbath; as if thing but humility, peace, difin- 
healing the hck, giving ears to tereftednefs, fincerity, contempt 
the deaf, eyes to the blind, life of the world, and worldly thtngv, 
to the dead, Csfr. was a vio^ion and univerfal love and benefit 
inflead of an hallowing of that cence, fliould ever be relilhed by 
day j and mufi denominate him that proud, covetous, and hypo> 
a profane perlbn, a ^bbath- critiod fe£t, or even by the reft 
brewer, a iufe prophet, and fe< of the populace, as long as thefe 
docer, any other odioos name, their demagogues fo ftrenuoufty 
rather than what thofe iiftraca> oppofed it 1 fiat we fhall inlarge 
loos works, kmg before foretold no fertber upon them: thofe who 
by the prophets, demonftrated are defirous to know more, may 
him to be, theAbffiab, and fie* confute the authors quoted 
deeme# of mankind. low I5). 

(M) How anlikdy then was 

(3) tigh/oofe, Drufitiif Serrmutf Catmetj prtf, in tmm, in Mere* Cf 
feimA fA A, C, Z07. ' 
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affiftance ti) chooie or alft *. Foi this reason were always 
inoft fevere wi their fentehces, whenever thev fat as judges. 

Jtfiphm add*, in another place *, that they looked up<w the 
£>eity as above intermeddling with human afi^irs; which is, 
in denying a providence, and confequently all reli¬ 
gion (N). 

They rejeded all the pretended oral traditions of att 

phaiifees, and ftuck clofe to the text of theiacred haoki-i^r^fradi- 
and gave the preference to thofe of Mcftt above the reft. All**w, lec. 
the jnos did fo, and do to this day; and, had they abfolutely 
denied the authority of the latter, it is not likely they could 
have efcaped being feverely reproved for it, either by our Sa^ 
viour and his apoftles, or even by Jofephus, who gives them 
fucb a foul chara£ler in other points; and yet he owns 
that they received Ti^ the written books; which 

expre/fion is too general, and too much in their favour, to have 
flowed from his pen, could he have chaiged them with reje^- 
ing any of them" (O). 

Some 

' Antiq. 1 . xiii. c. 9. * Bell. Jud. I. ii. c. 7, & alib. * Antiq. 

xiii. c. 18. " Vid Lb Clerc. Jiiftoh ecclef. proleg. left. i. 

left. 3. 

(N) But this favours too much has no other fbundation, than 
pharifaic Icandal ; and it that our Saviour chofe to confute 
can hardly be fuppofed, that men them only from the pentateueb. 
of fuch principles Ihould not only (O) Thofe who will have them 

continue uncenfured and uncon to receive only the pentateuch, 
demned by the fanhednn, but be add another argument to that 
permitted to have accefs to the above •mentioned, and equally 
temple, to propofe their quedions inconclufive ; to wit, that the 
and objeftions, and perform their other facred books did too plainly 
dkrotions there, as freely as any impugn their particular doftrises: 
pharifee; and, which is flill more but mail not they, for the &me 
lurprifing, fhould be fuffered to reafon, have rejefted thofe of 
flil the higheft dignities in church Mnjii f Are there not number- 
andftate. Befkles, fach prmci* left inftances of angels and ftirits? 
pies feem altogether incompatible and are there not hkcwiib fevei^ 

Wkh their allowed belief of the pregnane proofs in them, if not 
Mtfaic books, though they had of a refurreftion, at leaft of the 
rejefted all the reft, as they are rewards and punifhmeats of a fb- 
by fome fuppofed to have done ture life (6) t * The very plut- 
(4). But SesHser, we think, has Tifees ttaemfdves hid down, as 
ft^encly cleared them of even a fltndamental principle, thsre it 
^ laft imputation (5}, which was not enough to believe the 


(4) tn Matth, Ortg. t<mt. Ctlf U 1 . Strrar, tnbartf, I li. frii. uh 

ftifra, ' ( 5 ) Elmk. trtuertj. « m *(« Stnar, t, ( 6 ) 9ca/ig. tM 

[upra, 
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Othtrpof SoMK Other pretended erroneous tenets they ire chu^, 
tieu/ar tt-hv Jofiphus and the talmudifts’^, to have held, partiCuMrly 
that of condemning polygamy, as forbid by the Mofaie law s 
but, as they were not oppofite to the Chriftian dpArine, nor an 
obihcle to their receiving it, we flull pafs them by. Thofe we 
have already mentiontd were more than fufficient to frighten 
them from it. The notion of a future life, univerfal judg¬ 
ment, eternal rewards and punilhments, to men, whom a 
contrary do£bine had long foothed into luxury, and an otrer- 
grown fondnefr for all earthly happinefr, which they looked 
upon a!> the only reward they were to expedi for their obedi¬ 
ence, muft, of neceility, appear ftrange and frightful} and, 
as fucb, could not but meet with the frrongeft oppoiition 
from them $ efpecially if we add, what Jefephus obferves, 
that they were, for the generality, men of the greateft quality 
and opulence, and, conf^uently, too apt to prefer the plea- 
fures and grandeur of this life to thole of another. The 
yewijh biftorian concludes their charader, in q)pofition to thole 
of his own fedil, with telling us, that they were a fet of men 
churlilh and roorofe towards each other, and cruel and ra¬ 
vage to all belides ^ (P). 

III. Thb 


^ Gloflar. in fanhedr. Vid. ^Menass. Ben Israel, lib. i. de 
refurreft. more. c. 6. "" Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 7, in fin. 


refurreftion, unlefr one believed 
alfo that it was contained in the 
law; fo they called the pentar 
teuch. 

Add to all this, that the read¬ 
ing of all the other books in the 
temple and fynagogues having 
been introduce long before, as 
we have elfcwhere obibrved (7}, 
it is not likely they would have 
affified at it t and yet we do not 
find, that they amented them- 
ielvea from it, either upon that, 
or any other account. What, 
iliercfbre,the learnedildm<!^ laft- 
qooted lays of them. Items moft 
probably tohave^bem their cafe, 
namely, tlmt they ifid not re- 
jeft them, but only mimanded 
them in a different lenfe from the 
other Jews, 


(P) Some have looked upon 
this ledl to have been quite cut 
off at the total dUftru^iOA cff 
Jerufalem (8). It is true, in¬ 
deed, that they were very much 
weakened and thinned by the Ae- 
meatst on account of their ri^es 
and credit 1 but their dofifrinei, 
fe pleafing to flefli and blood, 
were not likely to continue long 
without frelh ^vocates. Accord^ 
ingly, we find them fo well re¬ 
vive and numerous in 
even from the middle of the 
third or beginning of the fisiirtk 
century, that Jmm»ni$u, Orige»*i 
ihafter, thought it high time fo 
write zgeiaA them, or rather 
aminit the Jews, for fnliler^ 
tmsm to propagate their irreli^ 
ous principles. Some, we am 


/ 



See Uftrt, p, RXo, & fif, ellk, p^, 

tmtS, uktfeptst 


(8) Vid, Simtn, kj/l trit, V, T, 

toM, 
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III. The H/nMam m fo little known, that ve need notHerodi- 
Wonder at die vaft variety of opinions, which both the an>ans. 
tient fathers, and the modems, have entertained concernins 
them, and of which the bare mention would fweil us beyond 
our tounds (QJ ; for it is ^ain, from the evaogelifb, that 
they made a conliderable feS or party in ^/tir Saviour’s time s 
that they differed frmn thoft of the pharifeirs, fadducees, and 
effenians $ and that they held fome particular tenets of a dan¬ 
gerous nature, fince Cnrift thought fit to forewarn his difLiptes 
againft thrir leaven It is true, (bme have confounded tbenii 
with the fadducees r, becaufe St. Matthtw^ in a parallel 
place *j mentions them inftead of the Htrodtans, But, as they 
are often mentioned elfewhere, in contradiftindion to them 
it is likely, that one evangehff only fupplies what the other 
has omitted. Hence it follows likewife, that they were not 
a kind of yeiwjh confraternity inftituted in honour of 
rs</, and like the Raman fodaies, auguftales, (which 
were not inftituted in that empire till a long time after 
Her9d*B death) as fome have imagined but a real fe^, 
dtftind from the reft in their principles and interefts (R). 

How- 

^ Mark viii. 15. r Hamm. Le Clerc, Se al. in loc. fup. 

dtat. Harptmh. num. * Matt. xvi. 6. ■ Conf. loc. fop. 

atat. cum Matt. xxii. 16, 8 c alib ^ Scalig. aum. in chroiu 
fiv^sEE. 1882. Casavbon. proieg. inexercit. Baronian. 

told, are fiiU to be met with (Q) as we have bint- 

in and elfewhere, who ed above, makes no mention of 

deny a future life, and hold all them; and, if the mod general 
the other tenets of that fe£t (9). notion be right, that they were 
Perhaps, were they lefs odious to a fet of men who cried up Hertd 
the fbber part of mankind, we as theMeffiah,we need not be for- 
(bould find them more numerous prifed, that this flattering hiA»* 
than they appear. However, nan fhould pafs by a fe£l which 
bad as they are, we are told, by applied thofe prophecies to that 
chronologer (1), of a JrwiJb monarch, with which 
learned Spamjh rabbi, named himfelf was complimenting bis 
Jfarag^ who, in the twelfth &voorite emperor 
century, wrote a book in de- Jutn^ as wefhallfee in chefeqael. 
fence of that fe^ s wherein he How Pbih comes likewife le bn 
affirmed, that the parity of the filent of them, is paft our finding 
JrwiJh religion was only (o be out. • 1 

ibnnd among them, vditlil the (R) There is likewife a dif- 
phanfees clogged it with an in- ferent opinion concerning them, 
noity of needlefs and intolerable among thofe who affirm thsm CO 
ceremonies. have bdieved HirBi to be tho 

(5) Vii. t. il. e. 15, faff. Calmet. itffrt. it feSf. Jui. in 

frti, in tvang. Mart, gr al.faf, mtau (t) Gmck Txmtti David. 

MefSaht 
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Hovsveh, other critics have, with greater probability^ 
reduce that fed into a kind of HeroMan fa^lon, fet up in 
oppofttion to the pharifees and zealots} and, that the HerodiiS^s 
maintained the lawfulnefs of acknowleging and paying tribute 
to the kings that were fet over them by the J^amans^ which was 
abfolutely denied by the latter. The former likewife excufed 
feveral unlawful innovations which had been made by Hend tht 
Greatf and his fucceflbrs, as the effe£ls of neceffity rather than 
chtwe $ whereas the latter decried them as heathenilh, idola¬ 
trous, and the effedls of a bafe complaifancc for the Reman em 
perors. Another critic, often quoted in this chapter« for his 
new genealogies of the Herodmn family, pretends, they were a 

* Hard. ap. Basnao. feft. ii, &feq. 


Mefiiah; namely, which of the 
kings of that name they gave 
that title to (a). Some thought 
it was to Herod I. furnamed the 
Great, on account of his fuprrior 
proweis, riches, magnificence, and 
of his kingdom's extending even 
heyondPa/a;/tifie,v/hichwzs more 
than any of his fucceflbrs could 
koaft of. They add, that he 
caufed all the genealogies and re¬ 
cords concerning the family of 
David to be deftroyed, to pre¬ 
vent their being urged in oppo- 
fition to his own lineage. But 
all this is eafily confut^ by the 
fingle confideration, that, if he 
had been the peribn whom they 
took for the Meffiah, his dread¬ 
ful death, which was looked up¬ 
on as a judgment from heaven, 
to lay nouing of his wicked 
and hateful reign, would long 
before have convinced them of 
their errors whereas we find 
them fiili very numerous, famed, 
and zealous for their £^, in our 
Saviouris time, • above thirty 
years after that monarch's death. 
Thofe, therefore, who think that 
Jus fbn Herod, furnamed Aatifas, 
|he fame who took tlte iufiunous 



Heredias from his brother Philip, 
and caufed John the baptiil to be 
beheaded on her account, to 
have been the Mefiiah cried up 
by this feA, feem to judge with 
more probability. It is true, his 
dominions were confined within 
much narrower bounds than his 
father's; but then*it is as plain, 
notwithfianding all Jefephus'% pa¬ 
negyrics on him, that his ambi^ 
tion was as unlimited; witneis 
his joining in the confpiracy with 
Sejanus, and the vail magazines 
he had filled with arms, and of 
which we fhal) fpeak m its pro¬ 
per place. It IS not, therefore, 
improbable, that this prince, no 
lefs politic than ambitious, who 
is, on that account, called a^ox 
by a more impartial jod^ (3}, 
might take the advantage of the 
univerfal e)cpe£lation which the 
Jews were then in of the Mefiiah, 
to form a party or left of para- 
fites, who fhould give it out, 
that he was the glorious perfon 
tJtey looked for; and that nation 
did not want for men at that 
riffle bafe enough to flatter his 
ambition with mat lacred ticte.^ 

r. Calmt. dijfirt, de fe0, Judaor & eU 
S, sm, ii. fettw, tb 24. 

fc£k 
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feft of datonk pbUoibphera, wboni jfntipater had brought 
from Abetts 5 and adds, that they held pretty much the fame 
doarine as the fadducees, or rather, that tbofc in Jttd^a 
were the fame with them, The reader may fee that ianguine 
author fuSicientiy ^confuted by Bafnagi^ in tl» place above- 
quoted. Bexa<, on the contrary, infers, that tl^ey agreed 
with the pharifees in denying the lawfulnefs of the tribute, 
from the infnaring quefiion they came to put to our Saviour 
But it is rather plain, that their defign, and more efpecially 
that of the pharifees, who fent them to him, was of another 
nature (S). 

IV. The next was that of the Gaulmiteiy fo named itovcnu^ Gaulon- 
das the Gaulonhe ”, or Gaiilasatty as he is called by St. Lute ^ ites. 

It began to appear foon after the banilhment of Archelasts^ 
when his territories were made a Roman province, and the 
government given to Copenius. For the yews looking upon 
this as an open attempt to reduce them into flavery, Judas 
took the advantage of their difcontent to put himfelf at their 
head, and to ripen them for an infurredlion. Augujius fur- 
nifhed him with a plaufible pretence for it, by iiTuing out his 
edid to have the whole province of Syria new-furveyed, and 
taxed, about this time. Judas^ therefore, who was a man of 
uncommon ambition, took occafion from it to difplay all his 
eloquence to convince the Jeivs^ that fuch a fubmilHon was 
tn^ iefs than bafe idolatry, and fetting men upon the level 

* In Matth. xxii. 16, 

*■ A^s V. 3^. 

(S) Thefe h.'id been, juft be* 
fore, determining at any rate to 
‘ctotangle him in his anfwers, that 
they might find fome matter to 
accofe him, becaufe he had been 
fetting forth a parable that touch* 
ed them to the quick. They 
therefore fent their own dif* 
ci]^es, in company with the 
Herodians, to entrap him with 
the queftion in difpute between 
them. Is it leewful to fay tribute 
to Caefar (4) ? If he anfwercd*in 
the affirmative, they could objeft 
againft him, chat he was an im* 
p^or, and not, what he pretend¬ 
ed, the Meifiab, who was to free 
* them from all foreign yoke and 

( 4 ) Pid. Matth. xxu. ifi. a wt.Zf4itj. 

5 with 


® Vid. antiq. 1. xviii. t. i, *. 


impoft; and upon this they could 
commence a criminal procefo a- 
gainft him, which would make 
them amends for his having given 
the preference to their antagonifis. 
And if he anfwered in the nega¬ 
tive, they gained a vi&ory over 
them, and at the fame time ex- 
pofed him to their refontment, or 
rather to that of the dvil power, 
which, they knew, would not 
fail to crufo both the dodrine^ 
and its Divine Preacher, efpedally 
at fuch a junflure, when them 
was another new fa£rion ftart^ 
op into a led, which began to 
aj^Mar fomewhat dangerous. 
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CoDy ivitio was the only Lons and Sovereign that (^oiiM 
chalidnge obedience and itibjedion. The party which 
he drew after him became, in a little time, fo coniiderablc, 
that they put every thing into confufion, and laid the founda- 
tion for thofe great mifchieft which enfued, and which will 
be feen in the fcqucl (T), 

Bftnians, V. The efTenians, though not taken notice of in tfie 
New Teftament, did yet make a coniiderable fedt amon^; the 
and are very much celebrated by Jofiphus *, Pmh *, 
Pliny and by fomc of the fathers* and other Chriftian writers, 
J>oth antient and modern and, if they were the fame with the 

haflidim, or afdanim f, as fome have thought, we may add al* 
fo, by the books of Maccabees^ and other JewiJh writers (U). 

It 

s Antiq. 1 . iii. c. 9, la^ 18. Pell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 7, te alib. pafT. 
** Trad, quod omnis probus liber. *■ Hift. lib. v.c. 7. Epxph. 
hseref. 29. de Nazar, c. 4. Svio. Tub voc. 'jfoywoi. Serrar. tri- 
hxref. 1 . iii. c. 1, Sc al. inf. citat. f Vid. vol. iii. p. 23$ (P). 

(T) This fed, as well as that one confent to inquire of Chrift 
of the Herodienst laibd no longer concerning the lawfulneG of the 
than till the delhudion of Jeru- tribute; from all which it &ems 
faUm: a learned author* lateljr at leaft very probable, that thigr 
quoted, thinks them to have were only two difiereat parties 
been the fame fed, only called who fplitthemielves into two per* 
by different names by Jofephus tremes from the pharifaic fed s 
and the evangeliib (5}; but what whilft thefe laft kept, as it were, 
has been faid above concerning in a medium between the kaSe 
that of the Htrodianst we think, complaiiance of the Hernditens^ 
fufficiently Ihews the contrary, and the feditious fpirit of the 
Had their fed been the fame, Gaidonitu ; not perhaps fo mndi 
they ought to have been more • out of a confeientious piinci^e, 
properly called anti-herodians, much lefs out of any love eiuuer 
lince that monarch’s authority to Htrodt or to the Rommu, ts 
was equally exclaimed againft by from a i^r of their power and 
their chief, as that of the Rn- refentment. 
mans; and if their dodrine, ^ (U) But this laft is a mere con- 
againft which our Savour fore* jedure, founded only on a fimfied 
warns his dilciplcs, had been the conformity between fome of their 
fame with that of the Gaulenites, principles, and auftcre way of 
would it not .have been equally living. The far greater part of 
abfurd to have called it .he i»ven the elTenian fed was chiefly in 
oi Herod? tells us, that Egypt i there was but a 1^1 

it diftcred in no point bat this number of them in JudatHf prq- 
from that of the pbarifees; and babW by reaibn of the grievoes 
the evanMiifts introduce the phar perlttutiens, and inteftine broibi, 
rifecs andHeradians as coming by that raged almoft perpetually in 

(S) Fid. Prid, & Bmfnag,akiftprt, 

It. 
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It, woutdlienext to unpoffible t6 trace out ijbeir origin, orThtr «•/. 
«v«n the etymology of their name, with any certainty ( W) 
i*A'»y, m the place above-quoted, tells us, from vrhat autho¬ 
rity is not eaiy to guefb, that they were of feveral thoufand 
years (bnding 3 and, what increafed his wonder, that they 
had fubitfled io long without procreation. But he was in 
part miftaken, becaufe, though one branch of than con¬ 
demned all intercourfe with women, as apt to extinguift 
devucion, there was another fort who declared as much 
againft celibacy, as tending to extinguifh the race of mankind, 
as we (hall fee in the fequel. But, to come to more authen¬ 
tic evidence, the firft ellenians we read of are in the fourth 
book of Maccabees, under the name of hafdanimand in 
where both agree, that they were already fettled 
in judeta in the time of yonathan^ the brother and fuc- 

* Cap. vi. * Antiq. 1 . xiii. c. 9, & 19. Bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 3, & 7. 


it (6). And this may be one 
realbn why the evangelifts make 
no menuon of it; to which we 
may add anotho*, namely, that 
their eremitic life, which feclud- 
ed them frofli places of great re¬ 
fort, and their overweening pre- 
■f^ce to a faperior fanflity, which 
inipired them with a contempt 
for the reft of the world, might 
make theift lefs curious about 
Chnft'sperfon and do£lrine. They 
might think, that if he was really 
the Mefliah, he would not fail to 
come to feek them; and if he 
was not, he had already enemies 
enough to oppofe him, and it 
was beneath them to leave their 
beloved fohtude, and contempla¬ 
tive life, merely to declare them- 
felves againft him. What won¬ 
der then, that the (acred writers 
fhoold overlook a proud, reclufe, 
and remote fed, which neither 
emln-aced nor oppofed the |o- 
f^l, and whofe afiefbition to a 
greater and fupererogatory de- 
ine of holinefs flood condemned 
by the frequent cenfores which 

(6) Set PbiU @ Jtffph. vbi (7) Hmrtf X9. dt N**er. e. 4. (8) 

/. XUI. t, 23. Inbmr^i, W. e» i$ Put, V Celmtt, dtffirt, itftR.Jud. 

csiTor 


Cbrift pronounced againft that 
of the phanftes ? 

(Jefephus has evaded giving 
us the etymology of that name* 
moft probably becaufe he knew 
not well where to fetch it from ; 
and Fbth, who derives it fiom 
the Greek Ifftoc, holy, owns it 
to be ungrammatical; but this * 
has not hindered other critics 
from aiming at it. Eptpbamm{j) 
has gone the fartheft for it of any, 
when he derives it from JeJfe 
the &ther of David, or, as it is 
to be read, according to the He¬ 
brew, 'W' jtfat or jijhait Sal 
mafius derives it from the city of 
Effa, mentioned by Jo/ephus, as 
the place where Zeno had re- 
pofited his treafure (8). 

If the reader be curious about 
fuch things, he need but read 
Serrarius (9), where he will find 
at leaft a dozen difterenc opiiiiotis 
concerning thd derivation of that 
word; enough, we think, to 
give him a di^uft to etymolc^*’ 
cal conjedures. 
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ceflor of Judiit Afafc^heus, abovlt4i^huii«lrc<i aii4 fifty 

Chrift. We have bad occanoa to oMintioo« out ci 
two authors, one JildaSt a prophet of that fed, who 
foretold the death of Jnti^onus, brother to Arlftthuluty t;beQ 
Jking of the "Jtwst and which came to pafs accordingly, tho’ 
to the great furprize of even the prophet himfelf *. And it is 
itot improbable, that this anchoretic (e£t took its rife a little 
before the time of thtp Maaabees^ when the faithful Jtws 
were obliged to live in deferts and caves, to avoid perfecution. 
As for thofe who fuppofe them to have been a branch o‘ the Re* 
tkahiteSf who iburiihed fo long before the Bahyknijh captivi* 
ty ®, and of whom we have fpoken largely in a former voi- 
lume I*; we can only fay, cliey gucfs very much in the 
dark (X). 

The eflenians difiinguiihed themfelves in their rules, and 
manner of life, into laborious and contemplative, other wife cal> 
led therapeutes: the firft fort of them divided their time between 
prayer and labour, fuch as the cxercife of fome handicraft, or the 
cultivation of fome fpot of ground, where they foWed and plant¬ 
ed fuch roots, herbs, corn, ^c. as ferved for their food ; and 
the latter, between prayer, and contemplation or ftudy. In 
this laft they confined themfelves to that of the facred books', 
and morality, without troubling themfelves with any other 
branch of philofophy. A late learned author* has indeed 
ranked them among the pyrrhonian or fceptic philofophers \; 
and it is true, they were very modefi in their affirmations'^in 
points of divinity, and condemned the dogmatic afiurance of 

■ See before, feft. 3 p. 347, & not (U). ® Vid Sum ubi fppra. 
f Vol. iv. p. 136, (S). s Hucr. foiblefie l*eatendeJU6Bt# 

1. i. c. 14. fed. 61. 


(X) We have already hinted 
their different opinions concern¬ 
ing marriage and celibacy. Thofe 
who allowed the former, were 
yet very fparing of matrimonial 
Intercourfe, and wholly abflained 
from it on the night before the 
fiibbath, and other feltivals, on 
laft'days, and the like; and, at 
other times, they we'-e flo lefs 
careful to wafh, and ofe other 

E urifications, after it. The other 
ranch, who condemned it, did 
likcwilb difallow all fervitude, 
and thought the diftindion of 


mafier and fervant to be againfi 
the law of nature! for which 
reafon they never indulged them- 
ielves the ufe of the latter: and, 
when any of them was, either 
through old age, fidenefs, or 
other acadent, rendered incapa¬ 
ble of helping himfelf, he re* 
ccived all proper affiflance from 
the younger, who all expreffed 
an uncommon readinefs, or even 
emulation, to perfbrm that duty 
to him. But the other fort al¬ 
lowed themfelves fervants for aU 
inferior offices (i). 


(l) JoJ, fit 1*1 fufrgt 


th« 



the otbtr (ede; bu^ they ever ilcigne4 to dtve into the 
Ivritings of the academy, or other philofophers, feems im« 
probate, from the fingular contempt they ftewed of all the < 

other JewiJh AriSb ; how much mure ot thofe of the l'.ea> 
thens (Y) ? 

Both the contemplative and laborious had their fyna- 
gogues, their Aated houis for prayer, for reading and ex¬ 
pounding the facred books. This latter province w.»s always 
performed by the elder fort, who were fcated at the upper 
end, according to their feniority, whitlt the younger, who 
were peimitted to read the proper parafhas, or lePjns, were 
plai-ed at the lower end. I'htii cxpolltions were generally of 
the allegorical kind, in which they feein to have outvied all 
brethren. Jiut they paid the greateft rcgaid to 
the five books of Alofes^ and looked upon that lawgiver .ts the 
head of all the infpiied penmen; infomuch that they con¬ 
demned to immediate death whofoever fpokc difiefpt£lfully 
either of him, or his writings. Upon this account they ftudied, 
read, and expounded him more than all the reft j and feein to 
have chitfly drawn all their divinity fiom the pcntatcuch. The 
doftnnes and expofitions of the cldirs weie received with 
implicit faith ; and, in thtii prai^icc, they conformed, with 
an intirc fubmiflion, to ail the rules of their feift. To give 
a full account of them, were to copy out '"Jofefhus and Philo^ 

^jio have written more largely about them, and to whom wc 
cho’ofe rather to refer our readers, who want a fuller detail. 

As for us, we (hall content ourfelves with giving them a fhort 
Iketch, ouf of thefe tw'o authors (Z), of their faith and pra- 
£tice, as far as they differed from the other fc£fs ; and, as 
they are, in fome mcafurc, foitign to the hiftory of they^wr, 

(Y) For^ with refpeft to even and thofe of 

the former, they refufed to con- fhus^ we may reafonably fuppofe, 
verfe with them, for fear of con* was better acquainted with the 
trafling fome pollution; and this former, and Philoy \cho was of 
notion they can led fo far, as with the latter; and 

even to abfent thcmfelves from both may have defciibed them 
going to the temple, and con- according to the particuLir m- 
tented themfelves with fending formations they had received con- 
their offerings to it by other cerning each, 
hands. , Ilowevei, l^lih agrees with 

(Z) It will not be amifs to that thofe of 'Judaea 

oblcrve to our readers, that their amounted to but about four 
accounts of this fe(ft differ in fbme thoufand ; but he makes thofe 
particulars, which may be pro- of to be vallly more nu- 
Dably owing to the difference mecous. 

there was between thofe of Ju* 


VoL. X. 
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we 
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we (hafl content ourfelves with menttoning them in the 
note (A). 

Those 


(A) With refpeft to their faith, 
they telieved the being of angels, 
the immortahty of the foul, a 
future Hate of rewards and pu* 
nilhments, like thepharilees} but 
feem to have had no notion of 
the refurredion. They looked 
upon the fouls of men as com- 
pofed of a moft fubtle aither, 
which, immediately after their 
reparation from the body, or from 
their cage or prifon, as they af- 
fe£led to call it, were adjudged 
to a place of cndlefs happmefs or 
mifery: that thofe of the good 
took their flight over the ocean, 
into fome warm and delightful 
regions prepared for them, whilft 
thofe of the wicked were con¬ 
veyed into fome cold and intem¬ 
perate climates, where they were 
left to groan under an inexpref- 
fible endlefs weight of mifery. 
Some other Pythagorean notions 
are likewile attrib^uted to them 
(z), neithei with certainty, nor 
of great moment. One thing, 
however, is remarkable, that, 
among their offerings which they 
made to the temple, they never 
fent any living cieatures to be 
iacrifleed there. But, whether 
they did it with any regard to the 
Pytbagoiean doftnne of tranfmi- 
gration, or from any other mo¬ 
tive, we will not determine ; 
much lefs pretend to reconcile 
this abflinence from bloody facri- 
flees with their pretended regard 
to the Mofuic law ar. 1 writings, 
where they are abfolutely in- 
joined. 

They were likewiTe intirely 
averfe from the fadducean doArine 
of frce*wiil| and attributed all 


to an eternal fatality, or chain 
of caufes, little fhort of that of 
Spino/a ; fo that they feem to 
have run into the other extreme, 
whilft the pharifees appear to 
have kept a kind of mraium be¬ 
tween them. The eflenians were 
averfe to all kinds of oaths; and 
afflrmed, that a man’s good life 
ought to be fuch, as that he may 
be credited in every thing with¬ 
out them. The therapeutic fort 
placed the excellency of their 
contemplative life in railing their 
minds fo far above the earth, as 
to be able to fee from thence 
what IS done in heaven. When 
they attained to this degree, they 
could dive into the nature of an¬ 
gels i give them proper names, 
or rightly in tcrpre>thofe already 
given ; and pry fo far into futu¬ 
rity, as to acquire the chara^cr 
of prophet's. We have bad oo 
cafion to mention fome of them 
already at the beginning of this 
article, and in the courfe of this 
chapter All we need add, is, 
that when they had once gained 
this name, they failed not to be 
highly refpedltd. not only by 
their own fraternity, but by 
both kings and people. We have 
feen, in a former fedion, even 
Herod fhew a more than or¬ 
dinary regard for the whole 
left, for the fake of one of 
them, who had foretold his ac- 
ceflion to tYityenjutJh crown; and 
aft a time when they were ftre- 
nuoufly oppoflng his favourite 
fcheme of obliging the whole na¬ 
tion to fwear allegiance to him. 

In their practice they outdid 
all the other fefts in auftericy. If 


(8) 4 au. r, g, & /. xf, t, 13, adfte. 


we 

w 



la. fi* Jm.- 


' ITuose ofyuglt^ livfii, according toP/wy and yofephus^^ 
in a defert in tlic neighbourhood of Hekron^ about twenty miles 
fouth of yeruffjhm. 

This 




r Vid. antiq. 1 . xiii. c. g,&ig. I. .vv. c. 13, ad £|i. 


we may credit Pbila» it was a 
fundamental maxim with them, 
upon their entrance into the the¬ 
rapeutic life, to renounce the 
world, and all their worldly pro¬ 
perties, which they, it feems, 
generouHy divided among their 
friends and relations, whom they 
left behind them in it. They 
never eat till after funfet, and the 
bell of their food was coarfc bread, 
with Ibme fait, and hyilbp, or 
fome fuch llomachic hei b«. Some 
of them, he tells us, would eat 
but every third, and others every 
fixth day ; and all of them veiy 
fparingly even o1 that poor chear 
they were allowed. 'I'h-ir death- 
irg was made of coarfe wool, 
plam, but white They con¬ 
demned all forts of unctions and 
perfumes ai luxurious and effe¬ 
minate. Their bed^ wc-ie haul, 
and their fleep Ihoi t. In a woid, 
as they looked upon all thefe 
aullerities as the moil effectual 
means to procure the favour of 
heaven, and the cfleem of the 
brotherhood, to f.iy nothing of 
that of the world, they never 
thought they could carry them 
to exCw'fs. Tlicir heads or fu- 
periors were generally chofen ac¬ 
cording to fenioiity, unlefs there 
ilarted up (onie of the brother- 
hood.more conipicuous for learn- 
ing, pieiy, prophetic fpirit, or 
^y other dilhnguiihing merit. 
But fomc there were fo very con¬ 
templative, that they never llirrcd 
out of their cell, nor even looked 
out at a window during the whole 
week. Thefe fpenc their time in 


reading of the /acred books, and 
writing comments upon them. 

On the fabbath-day they re¬ 
paired to their fynagogues early 
in the morning, and continu^ 
the whole day there in prayer?, 
Tinging of pfalms, reading, or in 
expounding the /acred books; at 
which time they kept themfelvea 
in the profounde/l filencc. The 
feall of pentecofl was obferveil 
by them with greater folemnity 
than ocher fefhvals ; in me¬ 
mory, it feems, of the Ifiaelites 
palling the Re/i Sea, and of that 
folemn eucharjflical hymn which 
was alternately fung by the choirs 
of men and women, with Jaton 
and Miriam at their head: in 
imitation of which, both fexes, 
during this fcall, went early to 
the fynagogue in (heir white ha¬ 
bit, n^wly walhed; and, after 
the ufual prayers, reading, 
the men and women, each in their 
feperate ciioir, let thcmfelves a 
finging and dancing, moving re¬ 
gularly backwards and forwards 
to the right and left, to and from 
each other, till at length their 
devotion was raifed to fuch a 
pitch, that they forgot the dif- 
ic'jcnce of fexes, and both choirs 
intcrniiugbd, and cuntinued dan¬ 
cing and linging the whole night. 
On the next morning they faced 
about Towards thefuu-rif:ng,thcir 
ufual poiition at prayers, paid 
their adorat;on to the Supreme 
Being, w ilhed each other a good 
day, and retired each to their re- 
fpedlive cells. To aU this we may 
add, that they had Ibme other 
li 2 more 



; the Hiftsry Jews* ft. 

This city, which we have fpoken of in a former volumes 
being generally luppofed to have been the place of yehn the 
baptiftS birth, it is not improbable, that he was fent thither 
to be brought up among them, and lived with them till the 
time of his manifefting himfelf to the yeuiijh nation c. But 
as for thofc who have imagined, that Chrift and his difdples 
had alfo been of that fedit, becaufe they pretend .to fee fome 
conformity between fome of his precepts, and way of living, 
and thofe of the eflenians, they are not worth confuting, 
fincc there runs rather a manifeft oppofiiion almoft through 
the whole, as we fliall have further occafion to hint in the fe- 
quel. However, thofe who will not be at the trouble to 
compare them, may fee that wild notion fully confuted by 
the authors quoted below **, as well as another, no lefs im' 
probable, though lefs abfuid, that the Egyptian tliarapeutes 
were a focicty of Chrifiian hermits, inftituted by St. Marhy 
when he founded the chuith of Alexandria^, For Philo, 
who was at Icaft cotemporary with the evangclift, if not older, 
fpeaks of‘them > as a fraternity of a much longer Handing, 
and as of 'Jews, and zealous difciples of and fti idler 

obfervers of the fabbath than any other Jew/Jl) fedt; having 
among them hymns and writings, compoferl in former times, 
by thofe who had been the principal loaders and heads of 
their fedl; difperfed not only through Egypt, but among the 
Gtteh and Bathcirians, See. Nothing of all which cord'd 
have been faid of fuch a fociety of Chnftian hcimits, fup- 
pofing St. Alark had really inflituted any thing like it. But 
wc find no traces of any fuch inftitution, till the begiim’ng of 
the fecond century, when thofe afcetics, who had formerly 
fled from peifecution, finding the fweets of their folitude, 
began to ercdl thcmfelves into bodies, the earlieft of which, 
that we read of, was, according to the three learned authors 
abovc'quotcd, in or about the year of Chrift 113 (B). 


* Vol. ii. p. 477, (A). * Vid. Lukt i. ver. ult. “ Basnao. 

bift. des Juif;, 1. ii. c. 22, 8 c feq. Frid. connedl. part ii. 
fub fin. 1 . V. Calmlt. fub voc. KlTenien. Sc Therapeut. &al. * £v* 
SFB. eccl hill. 1 . ii. c. 17. Bellarm. Baron. Vid. & Montfauc. 
diflert. de Chrifi:. therapeut. ap. Basnao. ubi iupra. v Lib. 
fup. citat. 


more fecret rites, or myfteries, re¬ 
lating to their fedt, which, like 
the Pythagoreans, they were 
bound never to divulge, and 
which it were, therefore, in vain 
to inquire after 


(B) Others have believed, that 
the ellenians and therapeutes af¬ 
terwards renounced Judaifni, and 
were converted to Chriilianity(3)^ 
and it is not improbable, 'tifu 
many of them did fo: that ^ 


(j.) Diuf, TriglanJ, Baftiag, Prid, Calmet, & al, ubi 


m. 



We have now gone through aU the that made 

any figure in our Saviour’s time, and might here put an end to 
this digreffion, if it may be called fuch} but forafmuch as there 
is ftill one in being, and very confiderable, as \vc have hinted 
in a former volume *, who derive their origin from the famous 
Ezra^ and the great fynagogue, and are oppofcd to the reft in 
fome of their fundamentals, it will not be amiis to fpeak fome- 
thing of them, before we conclude this iedtion. They are called 
Caraim or Caraites (C); that is, Scripturi/ls, or perfons wholly 
addidted to the reading, and thoroughly verfed in the facred 
writings. 

It is not eafy to determine when this fed! firft began, 'WeThe Ca- 
have hinted above, what claim they lay to antiquity and autho> raites. 
rity. They buaft e\ en a catalogue or regifter of the learned, 
who have written or taught either for or againft their feiSl from 
the time of EJdras Some of thofe that are difperfed mPoland^ 

2 Vol. iii. p. 7, & not. * Basnag. ubi fupra, part ii. 

C. i6. 


the bulk of the fedl embraced 
Chriftianity, and became, as it 
were, abforbed into the focieties 
of the Chriftian afcctics, is hard 
to affirm. Jf it be afkcd, What 
became of them, and of all tlu ir 
*dt*'’ilcd wntings and comments, 
if tliib was not the cafe ; it may 
be anfwered, that thoie who per- 
fevered in their old fcdl, under¬ 
went the fame fate with the rcit 
of the J(^s, and in a much 
greater number, as being become 
more odious to the Romans on 
account of their extreme coii- 
ftancy under thofe grievous per- 
fecutions which they raifed againft 
them. This might probably be 
alfo the caufe why their books 
were more univerfally deftroyed 
than thofe of the other Jmvsi 
though even of thefe we have no¬ 
thing left but the Chaldee para- 
phrai'e, of which we (hall fpcdk 
in a more proper place. We 
lhall have occafion in the fequel 
to Ihew, that the EJltnam llou- 
rilhed ftill under the emperor 


Trajasi, though much degene¬ 
rated from thtir primithe purity 
of life and dodlrinc, under their 
new demagogue EUai. Under 
Jujlbiian tlicy were ftill known 
by the pompous title of angels 
or angelics, and inhabitants of 
heaven ; but as their lives were 
found to fall infinitely fhort of 
thofe beings, whofc names they 
aflumed, the people faw through 
the cheat, and this was in all 
likelihood their laft blaft upon 
their going out, for wc hear no 
more of them from that time. 

(C) a ii ,p from the verb 
karoy to read (4). As they re- 
jefted all the other writings but 
thofe of the Jtnuijh canon, and 
the pretended oral tradition fo 
much extolled by the Phan/ets ; 
it is perhaps upon this account, 
that the Rnbhinijlsy their bittereft 
enemies, have'imputed moft of 
the Sadducean errors to them (c) 
tho' this be the only point iiI 
which they agreed with them. 


(4) Vide Buxtmf Uxic. Jub wee (5) Vide jSbraban, append, in Ha- 

eefri, tdit, a Buxterf, 

Ii 3 


pretend 



4S<$ 


fbe mfiify tf tti 

pretend t6 aa^ it ftill higher, and ihit iSiejfr were defended 
from the ten tril^ carried away \>y Shalmaneser. 
ieem however to allow them to have been a (e< 5 l at leaft aa old 
as the time Alexander the Great y^\ie,n they tell us, that^ai/diuta 
the then high-prieft wrought a miracle before that prince, which 
the two chie^ of the Carattes couU not imitate f but this mayr 
be put in the number of their fabulous miracles, of which they 
are never fp iring, whenever any competition between the othetf 
fefl'iand thtir own is in queflion , witnefb (hole which they urge; 
againft the SumaritanSf of which we have (j oken in a former 
f^ion Wc fhall give in the note fome of the different opi¬ 
nions concerning their origin (D), whilft we ftick here to the 

moil 


^ See before, 

(D) The learned Wolf of Ham 
lurg has given us the origan of 
thp CutaitiSy written from the 
niemoi''s of one of that fed, 
named Mord < /, in which this 
lall aflinns. that 41 \ -ind r Ji, i 
Veens jni mg put to dc itli all the 
Jeained J wsot his time, Sem a , 
fhefon of and bother of 
the queen,\/as pri\ ate’y conveyed 
into Lt)//, vlheic he invent* d 
the fyftcm of the piettiided 
Jt.’VLJj J oral tradition, and being 
retiK-ned to Jituf I tr, begin to 
teach It p ibhcly, pietcnding thit 
he was inti I'Kd with all thofe 
difcovcne whichO od hid made 
to M f , and wctc fiom him 
romotd thtough a (cries of 
}i'’nds and au,cs dow n to bis time 
Th's (jftem was tmoiaced by 
fomc, and llrenuoufly oppofed 
by od ers. who afiimed, that the 
whole will of God was contained 
in the faertd writings liom 
iheie la^t came the fett of the 
Ca/ai.cst as that of the Ralbtnijh 
or T”? adtt 01 ifts did from the fbi 
mer 1 be fame author add% 
that ft las the fon of Sabbat be¬ 
came eminent among the former, 

Hdld among the lattei (6) 


P 229, fub not 

Another author (7) thmks,that 
thofe two feels fplit themfclves 
loon aitti the death of the pro- 
piiets, upon a dilpute about 
works of fipererogation, one 
fort ma Mt lining the neceflity of 
them from iiadition, indthe other 
den) mg it on tlie authority of 
the (acred WfTitings Thefewere 
the ( {t aittSy who theieupon pre¬ 
tended to be delecnded from tho 
prophets Haggatj Mclacht^ ^tc. 
but whatever wrs the ocralion of 
tlieir divihon, they conceived 
fuch an in coneikable haired 
t ^amll e ich ooiei, that they tiunlc 
no name 011 inguag* bad enough. 
Among otlitr epithets, the Rab¬ 
bin Jis call then opponents mam 
- titty 01 baliaids, a term of the 
gicatefl reproach among the 
Aur(6), and the Caraitcsy m 
return, gii^c them the title of 
hndhd afftSy on account of their 
broad pii^laelcric'', and o*^her fu- 
peillitious trinkets, which ihefe 
plate a gi cat deal of religion in, 
and the others deteft The for¬ 
mer Intel pret the woids of Mojes 
(g), 7 hou Jhalt bin i them (the 4 i' 
vincprecepts) fot a jign upon thine 
handf and they Jhall he as frontlete 


(6) Vdf mtit Citietotum. (7) Trtgfand dijeriat dt Cariit De^b* 

Vtd Calma fub i/m (tuiaite, (.S) lie bn viU %el, lUi p. 1x7, ((>). 

9} Akt. VI. S, 

between 



tnofl probable; whkft tiat thty were the toeffora of the 
Scribes fb often mentioiied by the evangelifts (^\fiich as were 

tho& 


iehveen thine tyes^ &c. Ktendly 5 
and the others oidy as a prec^ 
injoining them to Imve a conftant 
regard to, and remembrance of 
them. We have obferved in a 
fbrmer volume, that their mutual 
hatred ib fuch, that no confideru' 
tion ciin move them to inter¬ 
marry (1). A modern Rahbtnift 
adds, that if a Qarmte had a mind 
to turn 7 * aditiowfif thefe would 
even refufeto admit him (2), and 
it is a common faying among the 
latter, that before a Cmatte 
be admitted among them, he 
Ihould have firtl turned y<rav, and 
then Chrittian.clfe they could not 
believe his converfion lincere. 

(E) The ftnbes 111 llehnu 
or writers, are 
mentioned R>r tlie hrd time m 
the fong of Deborah (3), though 
have put Mofu at the head 
of that tribe. Ihey are often 
fpoken of in the books of Kings^ 
Chioiii^hs and £s/a, as perfons 
in the highell dignities of the 
Jenuijh commonwealth. It is not 
unlikely that David appointed 
fome fuch order, when he re^ 
gulated the dalles of the pnefls, 
ievites,£sff, {4), lince there mull 
have been proper fecictarics, or 
/ophtrinty m church, in ftate, m 
the army, revenues, bfc. And as 
writing was not io univerfally 
pradifed in thofe days, they who 
excelled in it had a fair claim for 
fuch an office: but thefe being 
manifelfly different from thofe 
mention^ m the gofpel, we fhall 
pufli our inquiry abotu them no 
Ii>»h4r. 


After the return from the cap¬ 
tivity, when the canon of the 
Scripture was revifed by E%rn, 
and hie mfpired affociates, men¬ 
tioned in a former fedUon (;}, it 
is very probable the multiplying 
and propagating, as well as the 
revifing the copies of it, which 
were then very fcarce, was com¬ 
mitted to thefe fopbinmOT fenbes^ 
who, by a conftant converfe with 
thofe writings, attained to a ftiU 
greater knowlege of them, and 
lo came at length to fet up for 
teachers and expounders of them, 
and to the name of yci/he had 
that likewifc added of dofforat 
teacher of the law. Accordingly 
we find one of them called by the 
former name in one evangelift 
(6), and by the latter m another 
( 7); and both they and the Pha- 
iijecs arc faid by our Saviour to 
Jit in Mofes’j feat (8). 

Thefe therefore cannot be faid 
to have made a feparate fed, as 
fome aniients have imagined {9), 
but to have been fome of one, 
fome of another; flnce it is ob- 
vious, that every one of them 
mult have had their dodors and 
cxpoundeis, and all juftly enough 
liable to thofe fevere cenfures 
which our Saviour pronounced 
againft them for putting each 
their feveral gloffes on the text, 
inferring new and detrimental 
dodrines from it, and impofing 
them on their difciples with as 
much arrogs/ice as if they bad 
been all infallible or infpired. 
However, fince we find thefe 
jenbes^ and lawyers, or dodors of 


J (i) V9I, 7. (2) Vxi. Lea. de pvdkm. eeerm. Jud, pert. v. e. t. 

3) jHdg. V. 14. (4] Vtd, int. el, i CbivU. xxiv. 6. \xvii. jx, f 1;) Fi /. 

(6) Xfrrilxii. zS. (7) xxii. 35, {%) IitJ» 

fXl'ii a. (9) eptpk, bxref, AiUb, af the rreegmt. «tc, 

li 4 the 
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ni T^ihiy <fa^ Jens « flp 

tho^ whom Mrod the Great oonfulted abAit the place whom 
the Mefliah eB to be born *=. Tliefe therefore, it is very likely^ 
after the Pha^atc fe£t came to have clogged the Jewljbi(t\\^vm 
with fuch a vaft number of traditions, as rendered it wholly bur* 
denfome, if not intolerable, became lb out of conceit with 
them, that they rcfolvcd to thiow them all ofF, and to ftick 
clofc to the text, for which the> h id the name of Caraties or 
Scripturiflsy either given them out of contempt, or took it by 
way of difhndion from the Ttadttiomjis, The difficulty is to 
find out the time when, and the pcifons by whom, this breach 
w as at firi^ made; and doubtlcfi the tcftiinony of the Caraties 
thcmfelves, who go either as far back as E%ta^ or,at the lateft, 
as the times of Hytian, or /Ikxmidi} "tamtam, wdl appear too 
fufpicious. B It that of the IaunuhJ}s^ who allow them, fome 
as antient '’s Saddocy or at leift as Httod the Gteat, may be lels 
liable to (ufpic ion , and where is the difficulty of fuppofing, that 
wbilft the Sadducees diftingiulhed themfelves fiom the reft, as 
well by then Epicurean doiirines, as by their ieje£fion of the 
Phaufaic tnditions, another moie modentL LiSl might clo^e in 
with them in this 1 ft, without running into thofeother extremes 
of ihc Saddneuth Luen, winch, they iaw, weie manifeftly de¬ 
ft luiftive of all icligion, and fo eompofe a new fedt, differing fiom 
them in all points but that, and fiom the Fhanfte^ ni that only 
one(I')? However, they ftem to have been inoie modwratc, 

than« 

® M\ith n 4 \jd ]3\s\/g ubi fupra 


the law to be often mentioned 
with the Phti}tfi>ts( ), It IS 1 Ldy 
they were moienumeioubinthit 
fed thi i in any Oiher , oi rather 
pel haps, if we eonlidtr how nt- 
cell uy fuch men weie in churen 
and ftatc, and of how long Hand¬ 
ing they inuH confequeiiilv have 
been, they imy be looked upon 
as the root or trunk from which 
all the others fprang and divided 
themfelves, according to their 
rcfpedive v lews, and as intereH, 
education, j nde, and iuch like 
motives ltd them 

(F) The Rabbtmc wiiters do 
accoidingly accufe the Catmus 
for having been more favourable 
to Jefus Chrift than any other 


fed , and the ev angel .fl feems to 
conf rni it, when he introduces 
a fc ibt (a) applaudmg our Sa¬ 
viours anfwer concerning die 
iirll and chief command, and 
agreeing with him, tliat the love 
of Gon, above all things, and of 
our neighbours as ourfelve", was 
of more worth than all burnt- 
olFeiings, 

Jt IS true, he feems to be called 
a Phattjee in a parallel place{3) j 
but Bajnogi has judicioufly ob- 
ferved (4!, that the pronoun them 
did not refer to the Pbanfees 
mentioned in the foregoing verfe, 
who being confuted juft before, 
were then gone to take counfel 
together, but to the multitude in 


(t) Viit Mjttb ubj^upra,^ altb paff" ASttxsxa q, (7.) 
(^) Mattb, \x 1 3S, ^Jtjt (^) Ubi fugra, e. 17. fifl, so. 
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^an to lave abiblutdy rejefted all traditions and,writing. They^ 
on the contrary, ufed them as helps, whejievcr 4ltK^ found then| 
judicious and well-founded, and only denied them that blind and 
implicit obedience which the Pharijus infifled on but whether 
tbofe fe£ls divided themfclves fo early as the reign of Hycarty or 
Alexander Jameeus^ or whether in that L nous ruptuie between 
Shammai and Hillely about one liundred yea j before Chrift, or 
about what time after whether firft in Juda;a or l^pt (G), 

is 

^ Dehocvid Moriv e\ercit biblic lib n tvoicir \i & feq. 
Vid &ORir inMATiH xm 32. hriPiiAN nncl m IIie- 
ROM in IsAi. vui. 14, al. 

the veifc befoic that, who gladly Hachofn, to ^\luch the R’hhhs 
heard Chnfl’b nervous infwcrs lO give a\er} gicu intujiiity, and 
thofe enfn'iiing feftaiies We wlpch intjoditi. the hing of 
ma) add, thit the anfwtr there L Jiots as a g-ta* admirci of the 

f jiven by the Jcuht^ was more C»j «://<: leit, b ciilc they were 
ike that of a lober , than more Peilou foiihclaw, till his 

of a fuptrllitious, hypocritical Rohbmic teauici acquainted him 
Phan/ce with the i ill \ uiwty of opinions 

That there ftems to have been tn it were among them, foi want 
a manifc^ diflercnce between of admitting the oral tiadiiion, 
thefe hft and the fcribes and av Inch lived the fenfe of the ficitd 
lawyeis the above iniotcd an v-iitings Wc have d!tvhcic iti- 
ti%i Ihcws fiom anoihct evan- de^d had occafion to Ihcv, thit 
gehll, who intioduc,-*' vhe lift of th's book ib fir enough fioin be- 
thefe hcaiing patiently the ivoes mg foanticnt ii they m ikc it {7I; 
wnich dml? piono meed igainll: but t Ihtws howtvci, hiwliile 
the Pf at tfees, but when he came rt ilon had to m ike tiu m 

to join the /cubes with them, he fo recent as th^ cigtiin (uiiurv, 
complained loudly of it (5) Our upon the t ftiinoi y of fomc par- 
Saviour’s anltver to him confirms tial Rclh t, unit tint of a 
it ftill more, when he added, /f v number of otheis of more anticnt 
alfouHtoyouy «, and hid a date, lome of whom mvii them 

new charge againft them,diftcicnC to have appealed even 111 the 
from that of the Phaitfies time of the Af nQiniui , othets of 

(G) Pu/btut i(,\h us (6), that th.c S Au/c is, and othn‘‘ of/A- 
in the reign of Ptoleny Philome-^ tod (8), to fay nothing of thit of 
tot, the jenvs in F^pt weie di- the fathers above quoted 
Tided into two pai ties, the one If it be objeded, ihutyoftphus 
of which expounded the Mofatc has faid nothing of them, when 
law allegoiically, and the othbr he fpokc of th<? other fefls which 
literally: which latter was part reigned in his time, the argument 
of the Carmtts charafter We will equally hold asainft tlie /A- 
might further allege, the book rodtans, who yet Teem to have 

(5) iMht xl. 44, &feq. (6) Prap. evanf^il, I vjn. f. »o. (t) J'tde 

fiipra, v»l 1 u. p 2ZO, /'f. (A) (8) y^uit ^rigUnd, dt Cjtait e. 13, 

J)ruJ, tiibtet. SafnagxCaimetf Pnd.f^e, ubt jupra, 

been 








hti lead btit i^je^laresand we hope we l&vegwetritthebed' 
light we are al!^ to get. 

We ihaii in the following note give a (hort fumnnary of theiv 
particular tenets, as tiiey are oppofed to thofe of the other- 
(H); ai^ only obferve here, that theie differences had intailed 

fuchr 


been very coniiderable. That 
hiftorian might have his reafons 
for palling them by in filcnce. 
Had he fpoken well of them, he 
would have difobliged his own 
fe£t, feeing he was a Pbarifee ; 
had he fpoke ill of them, the 
Herodians might have expofed 
him to the refentment of tliat 
family, and even of the Romans, 
in whofe behalf we have fecn 
they divided themfelves from the 
Tbarifees and Gaulonites ; and as 
to the Caraites, they might not 
be fo guilty in his own eyes as 
they appeared to the oppofite 
fedb. Jofephus had too much 
fenfe to run all the lengths, and 
fwallow all the fabulous llo- 
ries of the 7 raditiontJh, though, 
like a thorough-paced ftatefman, 
he outwardly joined with the moil 
prevailing fide. 

(H) I. They look upon the 
canonical books of theOldTefta- 
ment as the only rule of their 
faith, and rejedf the apocryphal 
as of no authority, together with 
the pretended oral tradition of 
the Pbarifees, as the wicked in¬ 
tentions of an incroaching and 
defigning let of men ; for which 
realon they have the utmoft ab¬ 
horrence for the Talmud. 

2. They expound Scripture by 
Scripture; and,where that cannot 
be done, they call in .he afllftance 
of reafon, and the writings and 
comments of other dodlors, tho* 
without paying too implicit a re¬ 
gard to the latter. 

3. They commonly read the 
Scriptures in their fynagogues in 


the original, efteeming it next to 
impoflible to come at their true 
meaning from any tranilation of 
them; for this reafon they are 
careful to inllrudl their cliildreii 
betimes in that facred tongue ;and 
if they fufFcr any verfion of them, 
it is only for the ufe of thofe of 
the moaner fort, who are not ac¬ 
quainted with the Hehreax). 

4. Their prayers are likewifa 
in that tongue, as being the molt 
holy and energic, and the only 
one in which the incommunicable 
name of God can be properly 
pronounced ; for they are not fo 
fcrupulous in this rerped as the 
other Jemos, who always read it 
Adouai, but pronounce it 'yeha- 
ojab, as we do (9); tho' in their 
writings, prayer-books, they 
choofe to write it only with a asau 
between two jeds. I« their pray¬ 
ers, wherein they exprefs a much 
greater fervency and devotion 
than the reft, they always turn 
their face.s towards yerufakm. 

5. I’hey exped:, like the reft 
of the ye-ws, the reign of the 
Meftiah to be a temporal and 
glorious one, and attribute his 
long delay, partly to the flow- 
neis of Saturn's motion, which 
they make the ruling plmiet of 
the fabbath {i), and of the yewijb 
nation, and to their fins, which 
have provoked God to fufpend 
the fending of him at the prQ- 
mifed time : for this reafon they 
forbid the calculating the tioienf 
his coming under tlip fevereft 
anathenras, 

6. They entertain the higkeft 


(9) Set heftre, wit HI- 35*, & fti- fui net, (i) bit vid* vtl, iib ^y>»^ 

fipfub (M)* and 
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lilth ait irreconcileablb hatred between thoCe two feflsy as tamt Hatred of 
little Ihort of perfecution. They not only charge each other ri/Cara- 
with herefy, with perverting the Scriptures, and corrupting tc-^^esaad 
ligionj but pronounce the bittereft anathemas they can 
with in theiacred books againfl: each othi»r, and that publicly 
and folemnly; fo that where either of them, efpecially the Pha- 
ttfeesy are moft numerous or powerful, the others muft hear 
themfelves curfed, without darirg to refift or complain (I). This 

mutual 

and jufteft notions of the Deity, cording to mens good or bad 
and of his perfeftions and at- adbons in tins ; that the fouls 
tributes They affirm his pro- tome from heaven; that the fu- 
yidence to be as extenfive and ture life was made for them, and 
unlimited as his knowlege; and that they will lubfill there as the 
at the iame time allow, that man angels do. 
has a ficedoin to ddcrminehim- 9. We have already hinted, 
felfj but that God gave unto that they condemned the phy- 
every one a portion of his uni- ladleries of the Pharifees. They 
verfal grace to aflift him in his had no Icfs an abhorrence for all 
right choice j and that our wills kind of pidlures, that were ufed 
being influenced by our tempcis either by heathens, or afterwards 
and conftitution', but chiefly by by Chiillians, for a religious ufe, 
the ftars, makes that grace very or, as they term it, to be wor- 
necefTary. They have a four- flnped; and condemned the 
fold diltmftton of this difpofition other fcdls for being remifs 
pf the foul, the one of lickncfs, enough in that point, to make a 
the other of health, the thiid of tiafiitk of them for gain, 
life, the fourth of death. This 10 They lejefted the aftrono- 
diftindion feems to have been mital calculations as introduced 
alluded to by our Saviour m fc- attei the captivity for fettling the 
yeral places of the gofpel; as new moons and other fellivals of 
where he fpcaks of the dead bu- the year; fuch as we have had 
rying the dead; that not the occafion to mention more than 
whole, but the fick, have need once in the courfe of this chap- 
of a phyfician, and fome others ter (2): whereas t\ic Tradtttan- 
of the like nature. tfts denied their being an inno- 

7. Their morality was not in- vation, and pretended, that they 

ferior to their divinity. It kept had been invented by Mofis^ and 
a kind of medium between tiie had been as much in vogue be- 
auftere and the epicurean fore as fince their return from 

Sadducee. Of the two they ra- Babylon. Some Others of lefs mo¬ 
ther inclined to the former'in ment we omittis not worth mcn- 
point of abftemioufnefs, whether tioning. 

of eating, drinking, or any other (I) The late Mr. Ludolpb, 
lawful pleafures. who had been much converfant 

8. They believe a future life amon^ them, told feveral of his 
of rewards and punifliments, ac- acquaintance both in England and 

(%} Vtd i«#i ah ft 304. (Y)* 
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mutual hatred and contempt is carefully propagated both by thft 
parents to the children, and much more by the mafbrs to the" 
diiciples, over whom they ufurp fuch an uncontroulable autho¬ 
rity, that it is next to blafphcmy and rebellion to contradi^ or 
difobey them. 

Among the Carait^s, above all other le£b, thedifciplcs have 
fuch profound lefpcit for their do<Slors, that they neither fit down 
before tlicm till they arc bid, nor go fiom them without their 
leave : and then they go backwards, keeping their faces ftill 
turned towards them. I'hey never fpcak to or of them, without 
the title of lord, niaftcr, or Ibine fiicli-like term of fubmiffion. 
The do< 51 :ors, on the other hand, who aie avcife to thePharifaic 
pride, treat them with gentlencfe and humanity, and for the 
generality, teach their fcholarsj;rr/r/V; fo tint one may fay, upon 
the whole, the Caraitei are by far the moft icligious, rational, 
and, ’bating their carnal notion of the Meffiah’s reign, the beft 
dirpofed to embrace the gofpcl of any other fc6l i and we may 
rcafonably fiippofe, that among the many thoufands of that 
ftubborn nation, whom the apoftles ccmveited to Chriftianity, 
the far gicattr number of them flocktd to it from that quarter ; 
wliilft the proud Phay full of their own fupcifufficient know- 

legcand rightcoufncfii, and intoxicated with an invincible fond- 
ncli for their own traditions j and the cainal SaMaccs^ con¬ 
tented with the enjoyments of this life, and rcgatdlefs, if not 
averPj to the thouglits of a fiitme, fpared no pains or artififf, 
crutliv oi injuftice, to opnofe a do«^iine fo grating and con- 
tiaiy to thciib. 'I’bis bung therefore the ftate of the yews at 
the coming of the A'lefliah, wc need not wonder at the reception 
which botfi he and his dodliinc met with from themi efpecially 
when, inflead of that glonou., warlike conqueror they had 
been made to expect, they law him in the humble guife of the 
poor, illiterate Ion of an obfcuic carpenter. 

JJolliinu, tliat he f.ived tlie life him away privately, had been 
of a poor Qaroite at Fmyilfoit^ in danger of being either torn 
who, if he had not prott^led in pieces, or of being ftarved 
lum, taken him home, and lent theie(3}. 

(Bajna?. uL fupra^ c. T-ftih Sj. 

SECT. VI. 

^be Jlijiory of' the Jews, front the Birth to the Death 

of Christ. 

Herod’/ H E reader may remember, that we left Herod in the moft 
diftraS^ei diftrailed ftate that can be well imagined; his confcicnce 
Jiate rt~ ftung with the moft lively grief for the murder of his beloved 
and virtuous Marianne, and of her two worthy fons i his life 
« and 





nt'J^»ytflbeJan: 

l^ .Cirown In imminent dan^r from the rebellious 

ungrateful Pheroras { his reign ibined with rivets of innocent 
blood; his latter d.iys imbittcr^ by the treacherous intrigues 
of an hellifli fitter; his perfon and family hated by the whole 
Jewifl} nation; and laft of all his crown and all his glories on 
the eve of being obfcured by the birth ot a miraculous child, 
who is proclaimSl by heaven and earth to be the promifed and 
long expelled Mefliah and Saviour of the world. To all thefciVfw 
plagues we mutt add fome frefh intelligences, which *>/ 

tumbling in upon that wretched monarch; and which, by af- 
Turing him ftill more, not only of the treafonable defigns of the 
unnatural Jntipater, but alfo of the bitter complaints which his'**’’^^^^^ 
other two fons, then at the Roman court, vental af^ainft them 
both, rendered him more than ever completely miferable. Had 
thefe two princes continued in their duty to him, they would 
have been a fupport and comfort, tho* his favourite one had 
proved the traitor they had reprefented him; but whom could 
he truft, when there was not one of his family left, that did not 
in fome mcafure declare himfcif an enemy to him ? 'This was the 
dreadful view in which he beheld hlmfelf and his unnatural ofF- 
Ipring; not that thofe two young princes were really fo divefted 
of all filial affeflion, as they were reprefented to hini by Jnti- Antlpa- 
paur and his^inftrumentsi but it had been his and their conttantter’j ra- 
care and ftudy, by fuch vile mifreprefentations, to render them^'^^-f «- 
m^rc and more lufpccled by tlie jealous king. Their lettersl*^^"/ 
were generally filled with the pretended injurious refle6fiojis'‘^"® 
which thofe two fons whifpered againft him j fuch as havino^^^" '' 
unjuftly muVdercd thofe of Mariamne^ and tlieir dread of bein^ 
recalled into Judea to be made to undergo the fame fate (A). ° 

It is indeed furprifing, that none of his friends in Judea 
(hould have fent liim fome private intelligence of what had 
pafled at that dreadful feene, and warned him to fecurc himfelf 
betimes from his father’s refentment j but fo intent was he on 
the means of ridding himfelf of him, and feizing on his crown, 
that he even furnifhed him with new proofs againft himfelf by 
fending a frefli fupply of poifon to his mother, by means of a 


(A) Antipater indeed ailed un¬ 
der clofer covert, and wliilll he 
ieemed, as it were, unwilling to 
CQnfinnall thefe accufations, pre¬ 
tended to cxcufe them as the ef- 
fe£ls of ralhnefs and youth, which 
tij&e and confidcration would 
foon reilify; and inde^ fo taken 
up was he’ either in cultiv.uing 
thefe difeords, or Jn procuring 


himfelf friends at Rome and Je^ 
rufalcm by his profufc libcr.'ilirv, 
that he ferns to have been wholly 
ignorant of theHifcovcrics which 
the rack had extorted from his 
agents mjud<ea^ cfpecially upon 
the death ot Phertrasy ot whicji 
we gave an account in the laft 
fefliou. 


freedr 
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freed-man of his* in cafe the old one fliould In any havt 
mifi»rried. Batihus^ that was the Servant’s name, was no ibonei' ’ 
arrived ztJerufalm,thaLn Herody who by this time had unraveUoi 
BatUlas’x the whole plot, caufed him to be apprehended, and put to the 
eonfejjiou rack; upon which he confefTcd the purport of his errand from 
«» the Rome. Herody the better to^conceal his refentment againft his 

rack. treacherous fon, immediately fent him a letter, in which he 

ieemed to complain only of fbme ill treatment from his mother $ 
and chare;ed him at the fame time to make what hafle he could 
to yerufalemy that his abfence might no longer give his enemies 
an handle to obftruiSl his intcreft in the fucceifion. He concluded 
with a promiic, dut immediately upon his atiival he would 
' obliterate all paft mifcari iagts, and give him all the marks of 
paternal afFedtion that he Ihould ikfire 
Antipater Ant'ipatery flill ignoiant of what had palTed in Judeea, and 
fent for ^<»rhinlcing his fither bv this time pui<bnel, and in his grave, was 
^ruia- fudeeay bein *, as cigcr to reach 'frutfaleniy as his 

Either to get him thithei ; but when he was come to T'aientumy 
he received a difpatch from feme of his IriLiids, which acquaintcxl 
him with the particulars of Ph.) oras's death, 'fhe news gave 
him a terrible (hock, not indcL I h much oat of I ive to the de- 
ceafed, as bccaufc he found by it, that he had mifled his aim of 
poifbning the king. He purfued however his journey as far as 
CelendertSy a City in Sicilyy where being taken w-ith a qualm at 
the thoughts of the aftiontput ujon his mother, who, as,We 
obferved in the lad fcidion, had been banuhed the court, and 
ftripped of all her riches, which he looked upon as an ill omen 5 
flopped fome time there, to confult with Ills friends, whether 
fwjutng proceed, or go back. At length fomc of them 

having fluflicd him with the fanguine hopes, that his appearance 
at court would difpel all his fathci’s fufpici ms, he got on board 
again, and in a little while landed at Sebajle. Here he met with 
a more mortifying omen, than that of his mother’s difgrace ) 
and inflead of thofe acclamations and good wifhcs, with which 
numerous crouds liad followed him to the fhip, he heard nothing 
but the bittereft curfes from the Jews againfl himfelf, as the 
bloody murderer of Martanme'^ tWo brave Ions’’. 

Whilst Herod was impatiently waiting his arrival, he 
had not been negligent of what he thought perhat s a more im¬ 
portant care, nam ly, the deftroying of his new-born rival at 
^he chil- Bethlehenty whom he fuppofed to be llill there. Finding him- 
felf therefore disappointed by the wife men, from whom he ex¬ 
hem maf ^ more particular information concerning him, that Ije^ 

Jacred' might be fure of not miffing his vi6tim, he iffiied forth an ord^ 
^ * to have all the male infants mafiacred, not only in that city^ 

f Antiq, I. xvii. c, 6. ^ Ibid. c. y^fubinit. 



m %l riw if tte Jem. 

Iwt in all the coaib round about, from two years dd and under 
'(B); and by that horrid flaughter verified the oracle long before 
delivered by one of the prophets, which the reader will find in 
the note ‘ (C). But Providence had already taken caie to convey 

the 

« Mattu.u. i6,&req. 


(B) An author of the fifth 
century tells us(i), that Herod 
had alfo a fon there at nurl'e, who 
was mafiacred among the reft; 
and that it was upon this occa- 
fion that Augujius made that re> 
fieftion upon him, that it was 
better be Herod's hog than his fon.. 
Bat it IS more likely, that the 
emperor hearing about the fame 
time of the death of Anttpater, 
which happened about fix weeks 
after this horrid flaughter, and 
recoiledling that alfo of his other 
two fons, might make him break 
out into that bittei fart afm againfl 
fuch an unnjituial father: be- 
fidcs, it is hardly probable, that 
Hjtoelf old, cra/ed and dillradfed 
as*he was, could have any chil¬ 
dren fo} oung. 

It isfomethingfiirprifing, that 
yofephus, who was in no cafe fpa- 
ring of Hci ad’s charader, fliould 
yet have onutted fuch a material 
occurrence. The Chnftians have 
taxed him, and julHy too, witJi 
partiality, as having concealed 
it, to avoid giving fuch a coun¬ 
tenance to the evangeliil, and 
fuch an ample teftimony to the 
Mefiiah, as might offend his 
whole nation, and more paiti- 
cularly the Phartjoie brother¬ 
hood, who had been his moft 
inveterate enemies. . 

On the other hand, there have 
not been wanting thofe, who, 
preferring the authority of the 
'fimi/h hiftorian to that of St. 
MiUtkenu, have made ufe of the 

* (i) Maerob. Sotura, I, li« e, 


one, nmong many other topics, 
to cry down the other. The con- 
troverfy is too recent to fay more 
of it} cfpecially as it is out of 
our province to enter into a dif- 
pute, whicli, we think, has been 
fo fufliciently decided in favour 
of the evangelift. 

As to what may be objeded, 
that Jofpbus has not ferupied in 
another place to give Jefus Chrift 
a moil noble charader ; we fhall 
take a fitter opportunity of fpeak- 
ing of that pretented interpola¬ 
tion in the feq&el of this fedion. 

(C) The whole pafTage runs 
thus (2), tho' the evangeliil has 
only quoted the firit part, as 
enougli to dired his readers to 
the reft, as was the cuilom be¬ 
fore the Bible was divided into 
chapters and verfes. 

Thus fays the LorO, A voice 
‘ivas heat d in Ramah, icmcntotion 
audbitternuecpiag ; Rachel wrr/- 
tng far her childt «/, and mould 
not be comforted., becauje they mere 
not. Thus jaith the Lord, Re^ 
frain thy i/oice from meeping^ and 
thtne eyes fom tears ; Jor thy la- 
hem Jhall be remat ded ^or, as tho 
original has it, there is a remard 
laid up for thy lahout ); and tb^ 
Jhall lome again pom the land of 
the tin my. For there is hope, faith 
the Lord, I'Artj}, in thy latter end, 
thy ebildfen Pall come again to 
their omn border. I have beard 
Ephraim complain., 7bou 

baft chaftifed me, and I mat cha* 
fttjed, See. 

(a) Jerm, Xxxi. J5, 

Th«r« 
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the child far enough out of the reach of hb butchers; and ibb 
parents having b^n timely forewarned of his bloody d^gn, had 
withdrawn themielvcs into Egypt^ whence he was not reified 
till after the death of the tyrant ; when, upon their return^ 
fearing Aill ibme further attempt from his fucceilbr Atchehm^ 
they were diutSled by the (ame heavenly monitor to turn ofF into 
Galilee^ an 1 to betake themfelves to their old habitation at iS^- 
zarftb Here was likewiie another prophecy fulfilled in the 
name of Naunite or Nazaren, which was given him from his 
long abode ni tnit oblture jlace (D). 

Soorr 


Matth 

Tlicre was ^ neceflity lor ta¬ 
king the whole tt \.t thus far, in 
ordei to drew bow this piopnccy 
or prom U of (tin wis vtrilicd 
m til’ ll i i«htt. ol tb(.'"i bibts, 
an 1 n f )r \ i o( Uttnding to 
the wliok, int mie coiiinitn 
taroia liU( bifu l)r«.edtohne 
rtcoirit to 'i,i"niiiv{ ot Inllo- 
rital men I IP, n the Lirr^ing 
aw ly of tht t t ibe , and a 
fecondaiv m iliia more cruel be 
reaving ot Jiiici K or the fnx,tfh 
ft ite, of hti beloved children, 
whilll othtrs, not laushed with 
tilt lolutioii, nave run into down¬ 
right ftdptitifin whereas the 
whole, thuj conn».aed, impli“s 
no mine tl’an this, that no at- 
fliftion or fufttiing, either wrong 
fully, 01 tor a good caulc, flnll 
mifs ot us lure reward at the lat¬ 
ter end 

The woids theiefore of the 
evangehft (3) may, and we tlimk, 
jnftly too, b® thus par phialtd 
and expounded T tun, or in 
that bitter weeping and laiiuilla¬ 
tion of thoie doleful mothers, 
was fulfilled, o" tru>v venhed, 
that faying ot the prophet fere- 
mtdbi In Ram.ah, which, m the 
original fignif cs an hn*ii place, 
«it«x beard litter lamiuKitti/ , 
the mournful motheis letul ng to 

( 5 > '"mb 11 7 , ( 4 ) 

Stuntca, *1, xbidt 
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be comforted for their loft chil¬ 
dren, becaufe they were now no 
more But what lays the Lord ? 
Refrain your crymgs and teais; 
toi then, is a recompence referved 
for all your labours at your latter 
end y and the. children you count 
foi loft, flaaJl fmtlv return again. 
And when could luch a comfort¬ 
able promift be more truly ve¬ 
rified, than when hp, who brought 
life and immortality to light, 
came to aflure us of it by fo majiy 
irrefragable arguments, as fvell 
as by his own infallible word > 

The Ji-ws themfelves, eipe-' 
cially thofe who believed the re- 
furicdl’on, might eatily have un- 
derftood this to have been the 
meaning both of the prophet and 
evangehft, fmee they tell us (4), 
that the reafon why God did not 
double the numbci of Job\ chil¬ 
dren, as he did that of his cattle, 
(sV when he reftored him to his 
profptrous ftatc, was, becaufe 
thole children, tho’ dead, were 
not loft, as his other poftelfions 
were, but lived ftill with God, 
and would be raifed up at the 
latter end 

(D) This prophecy has likc- 
wile been very much canvafed, 
and hitherto m vam fought after, 
tho’, by the evangelift’s words, it 

eb, fluf . cvmm, tn Job, c, ult. A 

fbould 
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Soon after dia nufl^re at Btt^hm^ arrived Antipater at Andpa< 
SeU^fi and from thence went directly xo^trufaUm^ where 

ihoeld be in more places than there appraring, as ours and moft 
one» fince he doth not there quote verfions underhand it, or of Afr> 
any one in particular, but the fts calling upon him ther<iu tho' 
prophets in general. The que- the latter feems to us moR pro* 

Ition therefoie is, whether it is bable, from thofe that gb imme- 
faid any-where, that the Mefliah diately before, Vajiera be/hem 
Ihould be called JVajc/jir/* ^ The Jehovah ^ and he called On the 
anlwer is not in any verfion (ex- name of the Lord. It is fufficienr 
cept perhaps the Chaldt e and the that the name of Notxer is given 
Synae) but in the original He- to the Divine Perfon there ap- 
hev/f where we (hall find him pcaring, which could not be that 
c lied n/u ; not indeed of God the Father, whom no 

on account of his hat ing received man hath feen at any time; but 
that appellation from any parti- of the Son, in that human ap- 
cular city, but by rcafon of his pearance he often took both be- 
high charader, office and defeent. fore and under the Mofaic difpen- 
We lhall content ourfelves with fation j and for further pi oof of 
giving two inftances of it, which which, wc (hall refer our readers 
will however fuffice as a clue to to what has been (aid in a former 
the reft , volume (7and all we (hall add 

Thcfirllis in£'x’0</«/(5),where is, that none could have a bet- 
theLoRD is faidto defeend in the ter claim to this title of Notzer 
clofttl, and to proclaim the name chejjed, keeping or preferving 
or attnbutes of the Lord^ in the mercy, than he that came to ob- 
followingWQfds; The hon.r>y the tain it for us at no lefs a price 
Lord God, merciful andgra- than his own ineftimable life. 
aoust long fuffertngt and abundant The other place we lhall men- 
in mercy and truth } keiptng mer^ lion, is in Ifaiab (8), where tlid 
for thoufandiy forgiving iniquity^ fame Mcffiah is called a Netzer, 

&c. Where it is obfcrvable, that or, a branch out of the old ftem 
the flrft letter in the word nvn of Jife, Sec. where the word 
imtxer, keeping, is one of thofe yu or yiVD which we tranflate 
which the Jews call majufcula, fiem^ ilgnifies the old (himp of a 
or large letters, fuch as occur tree, after the main body has 
only about thirty times in the been cut off; and the Netzer thd 
whole Old Teilament(6Sand are, fpontaneous (hoot which fprings 
according to them, never ufed by fiom it; and fuch was indeecT' 
the facred writers, but to imply the houfe of Davtd at the time% 
ibme great myftery to be coiu- of Chrift's b^rth; reduced tc the 
tajn^iii the wmrd. loweft degree of poverty and ob- 

*We ibiMi not here dHpute, feurity, tho’ at but fourteen ge- 
wbliihcr the words in the pafiage ncrations diibnee from Zenib- 
above-quoted are thofe of God hahel; but we mud remember, 

(5) Cm 5, fi^m (^) Wtm «/. WL Ul> (7)Wi 

fup. f. »Ss,(T), & mbi. (8) C. xt i. 

Vox.. X. K k 


that 
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Herod had To clolely concealed his designs concerning him, that 
he made no hefitation to go and offer himielf at the gates of the 
palace. They were immediately opened to him; but, upon 
his being entered, they were (hut up again to all his retinue. 
Upon his being introduced to the king, he went to throw him-* 
(elf at his feet, and to embrace his knees; but met with a ftern 
repuKc, and was immediataly arre(!ed j and, when he alked the 
reafon of it,, he was upbraided with the death of his brothers, 
and referred over to Varusy by whom he (hould be judged on 
His trial the very next day (E). Jntipater was accordingly brought the 
fortreafen. next 


that the priefts, the Afmoneansy 
and afterwards Herody had held 
the kingdom and government of 
Judtea} whofe intereft therefore 
it was to fupprefs that family, 
left fome of them ihould in time 
wreft it out of their hands. 
Neither was this done without 
the particular condud of Pro¬ 
vidence, and in purfuance of 
thofe prophecies in which the low 
and humble ftate of the world's 
Redeemer is fo lively deferJbed. 

If then the Meffiah is in Gemfis 
and Ifttiah emphatically called 
Notner or Netzer, and that name 
is given him by the y.wf, in 
their doing fo, tho' by way of 
contempt, they did but fulfil 
thofe prophecies of him, tho’ un¬ 
wittingly, unwillingly, and inde- 
rifion; and it is ftill more to his 
glory, that it was completed in 
him in. that fublime fenfe in which 
he is called by that name in the 
law and the prophets The 
yienvs had two f^ie notions con¬ 
cerning Chrift, the one that he 
was born at Naxarethy and con,- 
fequently that he was a Galila ani 
and the fecond, mat out of Ga¬ 
lilee there never arofe any pro- 
het (g). Since then he let up 
oth (or a prophet and for the 
MelBah, they thought, that the 

f9) Videyohn i. 46. vi?. 41 ^ ^2. 
xlix. x6. (3) Utd. />a^. 324, ae (R). 


name of Nazareue was fufHcient 
to confute both thofe claims, and 
therefore gave it both to him and 
his followers; and thefe gladly 
embraced it, on account of its 
true and genuine fignification, 
as he is called in Mofes'% writings 
the Notxer, or keeper or depofi- 
tory of mercy, and by Ifaiah the 
Sprout of the old witheied ftocic 
of the houfc of Dawd. 

Some Intel preteVs have ima¬ 
gined, that the evangelift alluded 
to the among the7*<»vj, 

of whom we have fpoken more 
fully in a former volume (i}, or 
to Ifofeph, who is emphatically 
called by his father nazdr achauf 
(2', ft far ate from hts brethren % 
01, 'dj we have formerly explained 
that place (3), crorMntd above his 
brethrtVy and whom they look 
upon as a type of the Meffiah. 
But all this is fuppofed, for want 
of attending to the different fpell- 
ing of thtfc two words, to wit, 
the hrft with a V, and iignifies 
to keepy and the other with and 
flgnifies to crovony feparatey Sec, 
A^w the former can be the only 
right one here, it,being given 
him on account of his living at 
Nazareth ; which word is written 
with the txadcy and not the %ain, 
(£} ^antilms Varus had fae- 

(I) Vd, m. p, 68, . ( 2 ) 

ceeded 
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next before him, and a numerous adembl/, whom 

fttroi had convened for that puipo^e. Upon his firft appearing, 
he threw himielf upon his knees, and begged that th^ would 
have pity on him, and not condemn him unheard. Htrodf who 
was alfo prei^t, only bid him iland up, that he might the bet> 
ter level his refentments at him. He upbraided him with hisHerod’i 
iecret defigns of poilbning him,and unrareUed the whole conlpiiracy 
lately difcovered, appealing foi the truth of it to his relations 
friends, and other evidences, whom he had alfo polled there 
proVe all bis accufations; the laft of which, and that which he 
vented with the greatell vehemence, was the death of his two 
brave fons. Of whom, faid he, addreifing himfelf to Antipaitr^ 
thou hall been but the too unnatural follower, if they were 
guilty, and the bale murderer, if they were innocent. His 
cxcedive grief, followed with a Hood of tears, which be could 
not refrain at the naming of thofe two unhappy princes, obliged 
him to Hop Ihort, and to beckon to Nicolas Damafcen to go 
on, and open the reft of the acculation, and then proceed to the 
proofs of it. 

Antipater, who knew but too well his own guilt, and the 
undoubted evidence which was there ready to prove it againft 
him, prevented Dafnafien's going on, and began to plead KisHis de^ 
own caufc } \he fum of which was the unlikelihood of his evetfenee. 
entertaining any thoughts of fuch an horrid parricide, elpecially 
after the dreadful punilhment of his two brothers for the like 
attempt. He loudly complained againft the bafenefs of his ac- 
cufers ; hit^Damn/cen being at length permitted to Ipeak, gave , 
fuch latibfaflory evidence to the court, that there could be 
room left to doubt of his being really guilty. Varus however 
told him for the laft time, that if he had any thing to reply to 
invalidate the proofs alleged againft him, be might now freely 
do it, feeing it was Herod's and his own earneft delire, that he 
might prove himlelf innocent. Antipater, for want of better 
evidence, had recourfe to oaths and bitter curfes, which he 
plentifully wilhed on himfelf, if he were guilty; but this being 
the ufuil refuge of the blackeft criminals, the prcfidenr, to 
ftop his mouth at once, and bring the tciai to a fair ilTue, or¬ 
dered fome of the poifon which had been mentioned in the evi¬ 
dence, to be brought, and given to a condemned peribn before 
the court j which being accordingly, tlie man died almoft 
as foon as he had taken it. Va}us unmedLicely left the oaaxtHe is eaJH 

Ce6ded Sextus Satuminus iivtke upon deiired by that monarch, 
g^mment of Syria, and being that he would prefide as judge at 
anived at that movince, was juft the trial of his rebellioas and un* 
then come to jerufalcm, to pay natural fon. 
a-Vifii to Herei, and was there- 


Kk z 
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imd Judaa to return to Antioch^ without declaring his 
to any but to Htred^ who or^red his (bn to be ftut up in a 
prifbn, and (ent letters to Augufttis to acquaint him with the 
whole tryal, charging at the fame time the meilSmger to give 
that emperor all the further particulars of it by word of mouth*. 
JVtw dif- pR E s E t# T L Y after, there was another difcovcry made, by an 
vovertes "^intercepted letter from AMtpbilus^ who was then in Egypt^ and 
Aatipa* refled to Aftttpattr\ the purport of which was as follows: 
trea- tt j j^a^c (ent vou Achmd^ lottor (F): you know what riique 
cc j run by fo doing, fince I lay mylclf at the mercy of 
two moft potent families, and my inveterate enemies. It 
concerns you therefore to look to it, that nothing mifearry/’ 
The bufinefs was to find this letter of Athtne^ and the meflenger 
pretended to be ignorant of any other, except that above-men¬ 
tioned. At length, upon clofer (earch, another was found fewed 
in the lining of his waiftcoat, which, upon their reading of it, 
was to this cffedl:: Achme to Antipater: I h'lve written to your 
fathery according to your direSitotiy and have inch fed in tJx packet 
the forged letter from Salome to the emprefs m) miftref ; and / 
doubt not but the kingy upon hii uading of will put her to death 

as a traitrefs. This pretend_*il lettci of Salome was contrived 
‘ by Antipatery and drefled un bv Achmey who wiote to tlie king 
as follows. Achme/fl king HeroJ: Out of a dejire I have to fci ve 
youy by aiquainting you with atiy thing that concerns your JafetVy J 
have herewithfentyou a letter ^Salome to the emprefs my mijfrefsy 
in whichJhe deftres her leave to marry Svllacus (G). Pray tear it 
as foon as ready fince the difeovery of it would cofi -me my head. 
Confront- Herod, up >n reading and comparing the whole, caufed hts (bn to 
ed by He- be brought before him, bound as he was, and (hewed him the 
rod. letters; and at the fame time afked him, what he had to anfwer 
for himfelf. Aniipatery at the fi^ht of them, was thuriderftruck, 
and could not utter a word ; and, upon its bein<r mfifted on, that 
he fhould name his accomplices, he only mentioned Antiphilus. 
Salome Salom, who was touched to the quick at this attempt agamfl 
aeeu/ed. her, after having exprefled her innocence by many antkk geftiEes, 

® Antiq. lib. xvii. c. 7 . 

(F) This Aehme was, by na- (G) Syll/rut was a Nabathean, 
tion, a Jewefsy in tifervice of and Herod's fworn enemy ; and 
Julia Augufins's wife i but had wasfooa after beheaded at iZosw, 
wexi corrupted by Antipater for betraying AElius Galitts into 
with large fume,' to contrive this the Arabian cxpeditltm, and fiM* 
plot agaioft his father, and his feme other crimes ( 5 ). , 

aUntfA(MK( 4 }. 

( 4 '' 7 antiy. 1. x%5i. t. 7 , ad fin. fgj De tee vidt Strtb, i, aid' 

and 
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and dire imprecations, ilrcnuoufly infixed to have the traitor 
executol out of hand. the other iids, was thinking 

«t firif, to have ient him to Rome^ to have been tried before 
Ctejar\ but, fearing, upon fecond thoughts, left he (hould 
.either be retod by the way, or acquitted by his friends there, 
contented himielf with fending a full wvcount to the emperor, 
together wuh the intercepted Tctteis; and remanded his fon to 
his priibn ^ 

Whilst his embafladors were baftening to Rsmct HerodV 

worn out with age, fickne/s, and numberle^ cares and inquic-/'^/ 
tudes, fell into a violent which, added to all his othcr^*^witf. 

misfortunes, made him ib morofe and ciioleric, that he became 
a burden to himfelf, and to eveiy one about him. Finding bis 
end approaching, he fet about making; his will, by which be 
appointed his youngeft fon his ht ir and fucceflbr, the mifrepre- 
fentations and calumnies of Jnttpater having rcndcied his other 
two foils, Atchelaus and Philip^ obnoxious to him. He be¬ 
queathed, in legacies, a rhoufuij talents to Augujius^ five hun¬ 
dred to his emprefs, and left a confiderable fortune to the un¬ 
worthy Salome. The reft of his eftate, lands, revenues, and 
money, he ordered to be divided between his children and grand¬ 
children. 

But, if he was capable of receiving any real latisfa^ion from A tumult 
this difpoferof his crown and wealth according to his inclina-'* "O' 
tion, it was foon after foured by a feditious tumult, which was^ f**'® 
r*.ifcd about this time by ^udas the fon of Sariphteus^ and 
tbias the fon of Margolotbus, two JewiJh dodlors, equally emi- 
nent for their learning and piety. Thcie men, at the pleallng 
news of his being given over, unhappily took it into their b»ds 
to ftir up a good number of their difciples, at the head of the 
city youth, to go and pull down all the ftru£lures which that 
monarch had built, contrary to their laws. Thefe, with their 
two mafters at their head, having heard a report about the 
middle of the day, that Herod was expired, went immediately 
to the temple-gate, over which he had fet up a golden eagle of 
extraordinary bignefs, and exquifite workmanflbip j and began 
their pious work with pulling it down, and breaking It into 
pieces with axes and hammers, as the greateft eye-fore of all, 

The king’s commander in chief, expediting it to be the begin- Slucllcd. 
ning of a fedition, ran immediately to the place with % bqw of 
l^is troops, and was agreeably fuiprifed to Hnd'it only a mob of 
^tha, who immediately difperfed tbemfeives at hit arrival. 

JpOrty only of them, with their two chiefs, proving intrepid 
fNiough to ftand their ground, were imtnediately feixed, and 
to the dying king} and, upon thbir being alked w^iat 

f Antiq. lib. xvii. c. 7, ad fin. 

Sk 4 


motiyq 



'50^ ^he Hifiory of the Jews. B? liJ* 

motive had induced them to Itich an attempt oil the temple, 
^heir in- boldly anfnrered him, that thw had long fince rcfblved upqn iti 
tre^£ty and that it was their only grief, that they had deferred it fo long. 
He-They added, that they neither feared bis anger, nor any punifli- 
ment he could infli£l on them, fmee what they Ifed done, wae 
in obedience to their law, and feom a pure zeal for the glory of 
God. 


This affront having raifed, in fomc meafurc, his drooping 
Ipirits, he ordered them to be fent in chains to Jeriehy whither 
he al/b caufed himfelf to be conveyed in a litter, by reafbn of 
Herod/ his extreme weakneis. H^re he aflembled the heads of the ymr, 
and, in a fet fpeech, reminded them of the great and glorious 
hi them, and of the fumptuous edifices he 

ri^o reared to the glory of God during his whole leign, and 

for which heexpefled to have endeared both his perfon and me¬ 


mory to the whole nation; but that, to his great grief, he 
found it quite the reverfe, fince they had dared, e.eii during his 
life, and in the face of the fun, offer fuch an affront to him; 


and not to him only, but much more to God, to whom that 
golden ornament had been dedicated; fo that they had even 
turned their malice into an open facrilegt. The aflemblv could 
eafily have told him, that his pictendtd dedicition of a figure, 
forbidden by the fecond commandment, was no pthcr than a 
piece of idolatrous complaifance to the Remans ; but, being afraid 
to roufe his cruelty too far, they contented thcmfelves with difi* 
claiming the fa£f, and allowing it to deferve an exemplary pu- 
nifhment. Hered^ fomewhat foftened by this anfwer, contented 
himfelf with depofing the high-prieft Mattathias^ formerly men¬ 
tioned, whom he fufpe£led to have been a private encourager 
of the tumult, and giving that dignity to his brother Joaxar ; 
7he!MaIots^ft<a which he caufed Matthias the ringleader, and the reft of 
humt a- the prifoners, to be burnt alive, and forgave all the reft 
itve. This indignity, however, gave him reafon enough to think 

what mourning the ’Jewijh nation was like to make for him; 
and as his difeafe became more and more loathfbme and intole¬ 


rable (H), and made him ftili more defperate and inhuman, be 

bethought 

* Antiq. ubi fupra, c 9, 


(H) This difeafe, which Jo~ 
fipbuj ( 6 ) doth noM fcri pie to call 
4 jud|Ci^ one, was fo compli¬ 
cated, and attended with fuch 
naufeottsand fiightful fymptoms, 
we believe our readers wijl 
^ly fpare us the repetition of 


them here However, the king, 

ftiH jlattering himfelf with the 

hope of a cure, fent for ph)^- 

cians from all parts, who, having 

tried their art in vain, advifed 

hip nt length to the ^teiy 

of Calhrboe. on the Other Ihfe 
* 
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^ehougbt fiiniiblf of fuch an horrid eicpedienc, to prevent their 
rejoicing at hts death, as fcarcely even entered into thb heart of 
any tyrant. He UTued out his dimmons for the heads of all the HerodV 
fewf to repair to Jericho on a fet day, under paui of death \ laft legate 
and, upon tbedr arrival, ordered them ail to be Ihut up in the J ^he 
Circus: and having fent for his fifter Sutme^ and her hufljind 
Jlexas^ gave them ftrift charge to have them all butchered as 
loon as his breath was gone. this means, added he, 1 lhall 
not only damp the people’s joy, but i^ure a real mourning at 
my death. About thele time came back ins mellengers from 
Jtome^ with Augujlus'% approbation ol Antipaters ientence, and 
the news that Achme had been there put to death for her treachery. 

Herod could not but feel a Icnfiblcjoy at it, in (piteof all his 
tortures; and, finding himlcU at that time very hungry, 
called for an apple and a knife; but his pains increafing at that 
inllant, and he eflaying to put an end to them with the knife, 
made a grandfon of his, who tried to ftop dus hand, give a 
loud Ihnek, which alarmed the court, and made every body 
without believe that he was dead. The report of it foon reach¬ 
ed prilbn, who expiellcd fuch lively joy and hopes 

at the news, as haftened hib execution j for his gaoler having 
acquainted the king with it, threw him into fuch a rage, that 
he difpatchcd one of his guards on the very inflant to put him 
to death **. *He outlived Ins fbn but five days, during which. Antipater 
he altered his will afrefh, left his kingdom to Archelaus^ rnade/®^ 
AhUpas tetrarch of Galilee and Pirea j and left to Philip the‘“"^"‘ 
regions of Trachomtts, Gaulfin^ Batanea and Panias^ which he 
ereileil likowifc into a tetrarchv. To Salome^ befides fifty 
thoufand pieces in money, he sravc the cities of J amnia, Azotus 
and Phafaehs, with feme conlidei able legacies to his other re¬ 
lations. He died in the fcvcnticth year of his age, the HerodV 
thirty-feventh after his advancement to ^"fewtjh crown, zn^death. 
the tliirty-fourth after the expulfion and death oiAntigmus ‘ (I), 
and to the no imall joy of all the "Jews. 

For 

^ Amiq. 1 . xvii. c. 9, ad fin. * Ibid. c. 10, fubinit. 

Jordan, which empty themfelves which,he appointed a donative of 
in the lake Afphahes. Upon his fifty drachms per head to all his 
coming thither, he was ordered foldiers, and proportionably to 
to be M in a veffel of oil ap,to his officers; ai»d ordered himfelf 
the neck, which, inftead of re- to be conveyed to Jericho, where 
l^ng him, threw him into a he foon after ifTaed out that 
sduting fit, put of which he was bloody edift we are going tp 
with difficulty brought, by the mention in the text. 

^Ult^es of his attendants. It (I) Aichbifhopl^fr dates his 
was then that hp firft began to death on the 25th of November, 
jfajnJc his difeafe incurable} dpon the feventh month, colled Chtj- 

Kk 4 lew. 
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^ Fon and JUxast bad as tbof weie, and in ^ite ofn^ 
the oaths^’and proteftations their tyrannic brother had extorted 
from them at his death, were To far from executing his iaft m- 
human orders, that th^ even ftrove to finother die fliameful 
Tte mpri-(ccm from the nation. To ^his end they w<»t immediate!/. 
Jotted chiefs his being expired, to the hippodrome, where the heads ot 

releaftd ^^the Jews were detained, caufed the gates to be flung open, and 
^yOme. declared to them, that it was the king’s order they fliould all 
depart to their refpc£live homes, he having no further occaflon 
Beiore the prefence j which they accordingly did j foon after 

vultai which, and not till then, they publifhed the news of 

^ra 3 death. They then fummpned the chief officers and ffildiery to 

the amphitheatre at jertebo^ and read to them a letter from the 
•deceafed king, in which he thanked them for their paft fervices 
and fidelity to him, and defited them to fhew it now to his fon 
Ajc}ielaus^;-f^^4;,^^^ whom he had appointed his fucctflbr. His laft will 
freclaim them at the fame time, by Ptolemy ^ the then keeper 

of the royal ftal, in which there was this tcmarkable claufc, 
^hat it wus to b,' of no jorce till ratified by Caefar. The audience, 
’’however, taking it for granted, that that emperor would not 
fail to confirm it, fent out an univerfal fhout. Long Irve king 
Atchelaus * and both officers and foldiers promifed him the fame 
allegiance and attachment which they had fhewn tp his father. 
Herod’j Thii new king, to fliew his gratitude to him, began with 
Jiatdy fu preparing a functai anfwerable to his greatnefs and dignity. 

niral Another learned chro- out of our province to enter fur* 

nologei obferves, that it gave the thet into that difpute. 
ftiK/jh nation a joyful octafion The Jenvtjh hiftorian fums up 
for a felliv, 1, as he died hated by HfroiTi charader in thefe remark* 
all wile men (8). able words (2} He was a man 

Our learned prelate has there- inexorably cruel, and a flave tq 
in followed the Tf <«;//;& book laft- his paiTions. His will was fii^ 


quoted, wluch places his death law; and yet no man, in the 
on«che feventh day of that month, general, more fortunate than he. 
according to the Hibte-u compu* He mounted the tlirone from the 
tation { but a late critic has fince condition of a puvate man, fell 
pretended, that the old Megillab into many difnculties, but for* 
had been long fince loft, and this mounted them all, aqd lived at 
new one foifted into ffie world laft to a great age. As to his 
inftead of it, and is therefore of domeftic broib with his chUdnn 
no authority (9). 'We fhall con- and family, how nnhapi^ foever 
cent durfelves '^th referring he* may have been in my opin 
pur readers to another learned luqn, yet was hefortunatetinM* 
man (i), who has fully confuted own , for he ftill got t|ie betUf 
this aftumption, it b^ing quite of his enemies, 

( 7 } Sub A. 4091 . ( 8 ) Vide Mxgtllatb tahamth fid , 

(9'' BerS Lamy, appar. threrel, p. >• r- 9* (t) H/fe^ <* 

^•gdl, Tahoe, p, bZj /rj, (a) mppraf t, re, ^ 
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Hvs botfy was ki4 on m fumpbann ^den littex, enridsd wfdi 
aanetjr ofprociou$ftones, wearing the royal crown on his head, 
and holding thp fceptre in his hand. His fons and grandlbns, 
of whom we have (jjwken in the hft fe£lion *, his fifler and her 
hufhand, accompanied with the reft of his relations^ marched 
hy his fide, and were followed by afl hb officers, both civil and 
miliury, according to their rank. Among the htter, his 
guards 1 ^ the van ; then came the Thracians, next iAitGermmx, 
and, lad of all, the Gauls or Galatians ; ail of them armed, 
and in order ot battle. The proceffion was doled with five 
hundred of the king’s domeftics, with aromatic perfumes; and 
proceeded tohiscaftle of Herodion, mentioned in thelaft fedlon, 
which was about eight ftades,or one thoufand paces, diftant from 
yericho{K), and wheiethey depofitedhis lemains, according to 
his will k. They returned from thence to yerufalem, where 
Archelaus having finilbcd the feven days mourning for his father, 
according to the JewtJh cuftom, gave the people a magnificent 
fcaft. He went next to the temple, cloathed in white, and inArcke- 
the midftof their loud acclamations; and, being there feated oniaus’/ 
hi <5 golJen throne, gave the people thanks for the veal they 
prefled for him j but added, that he would not afliime the title^^^ 
of king, till it liad been confirmed to him by Augujlus, tlio’ 
that, as wtjl as the royal diadem, had been offered to him at 
yerich^ by the fulFrages of the whole army. Ffe concluded 
with aflunng them, that as fbOn as he was confirmed by the 
emperor, hib chief care and ftudy Ihould be to defeive the fove 
they had lb unanimoufly teftified lor him, and to make his reign 
more cafy nind happy, than that of his father ha<l proved to the 
yewtfl) nation. This fpeech was followed with vollies of huvzas} univerfal^ 
after whu.h, they began to try the finccrity of it, by a nxxxvAxxhtrpplaud* 

cd. 

• Pag. 449 (N). ^ Jofeph. antiq obi fup. & bell. Jud. 1 . i c, ult. 


(K) Or rather, as Jt/ephus 
has it in another place (3), two 
hundred Hades or furlongs; for 
lefb than that it could hardly be, 
ponfidering that it >vas but fixty 
froffl. Jernfalem, Our learned 
Vfi?er therefore fuppofes feme 
error crept into the former, apd 
that the hifforian there meant, 
ffikr the ^vakade inarched bat 
ftades a day (4). 

^eAtipn ^eing alfo made of 

(3) 4 ^' A >• r. At, tn Sn. f4 ) Sni At M. 4C02. 

ifia. (, rC, U fiUh, (JiJ futrjltt tUuJtr, fttbtlitr»Ljnt 


an Heredien upon one of the 
mountains of Arabia (;>, Mr 
RAafid juflly concludes, that 
there muff have been two cattles 
of that name built by that mon* 
aich, the former in the nei^< 
bourhood of Jcrufalem and Ts- 
koah ; to wit, (his where he was 
buried; and the other, at a 
greater diftance, and on the othep 
ude yordan (6). 


(s; 

of 
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of petitiom fuitable to their difierent exigencies. Some 
for an alleviation of their tribute, others for the total abdition 
of the cuftoms, others again for the releafo of priibners; all 
which were readily granted at this lucky jun^re, Arthihm 
not' thinking it advifeable to exafperate them by a denial. The 
whole ceremony was concluded with iliitable facriSces, and a 
. fumptuous entertainment^ which he gave there to his friends. 
mu^aUed however, foon refumed their rebellious courfe, 

6 v fame grants. That afternoon was foarcely over, 

ntalcon- ^ number of malcontents, who had been for fomc time 

Unt$. holding fecrct cabals for raifmg new mutinies, broke loole in a 
body, and, for want of a more plaufible pretence, came beating 
their breads, bewailing the deaths of Matthias^ and others of 
his accomplices, who had been burnt for pulling down the 
golden eagle i and demanded juftice againd thofe friends of the 
deceafed king, who had had an hand in their deaths; particu¬ 
larly they defired, that the high-priedhood might be taken from 
yoazar^ to whom it had been given upon that occafion. This 
unexpefted iildignity failed not to exafperate the new king; but 
as he was upon the point of departing foi Rorne^ and was un¬ 
willing cither to have his journey dopped by this tumult, or to 
Themajlergo away before it was quelled, he fent his mader of the horfe to 
of the appeafe them by fair words, and to remind them, (hat the king 
horfe in- would do nothing till he was confirmed by the emperor ; but, 
fulted. before he could utter a word to them, they fell a pelting him with 
vollies of dones, fo that he was forced to withdraw. He font 
fome frefli officers on the fame errand, and they met with the 
fome reception; inlbmuch that they wanted but number to have 
railed themfelves into open rebdlion. By this time the fcaft of 
the paflbver was come, which brought a great concourfe of peo¬ 
ple from all parts to Jerufalem ; during which folemnity, the 
malcontents never dirred from the temple, but chofe to for 
fubfidence of the comers, rather than leave the place, or inter¬ 
mit their godly work, till they were drive® from it by main 
force K 

Arehtlauu who judly feared, led thefe mutineers ihould 
fj^read the infedlion among the. multitudes that repaired to the 
fcaft, fent an officer at the head of fome troops, with exprefo 
orders, either to difpcrfc tlicm, or to feize on fuch as flood their 
ground. They were fcarccly come in fight of the revolters, be- ^ ^ 
fore they found fhemidves brifkly Attacked by them, and by a 
greater number of ftrangers, whom theit outcries had inif^ired 
with the fome rebellious fpirit; a bloody encounter followed, i^ 
wbllch moft of the fol liers were killed upon the fpot, and (he 
effiedt terribly wounded, and narrowly efcaped with jhi? 

V 

. 4 ntiq. ybi fvpra. BcUr, Jud. I. ii. c. i. ” • 
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This freQi indignity obliged, at length, Archeiaus fo iSmd hb 
whole army againd tliem, with orden to his cavalry to kill all 
that came out of the temple, and to binder the Grangers from 
aifiilmg thcm> After another obftinate fight, in which three 
thoufand of the rebels were killed, the reft were foon put to flight, 
and betook themielves to the mountains} upon which the king 
publiflied an order for all ftrangers to depart to their own homes, 
by which an end was put to the pairhaS iblemnity for that year, 
the rebellion fufpended ibr iome time, and Archelaus l|ft at 
liberty to prepare for his journey to jRowe He letouffoon 
after accordingly, leaving the government of the kingdom tp 
his brother Philtp^ and took with him his mother Maitace^ by 
nation a Samaritan^ Nicolas Damafcen^ an old friend and coun* 
fellor of his late father, and a great number of other fi lends. He 
was likewiie accompanied by his aunt Salomcy with her children, 
and fome other near relations, who pietended to alllft him with 
their inccreft at the Augujian court, when their real defign was 
to obftrut^ his confirmation, and to accufe him to the emperor 
of the mafTacre of his fubjefls lately committed in the temple. 

When Atchelaus was come to Cafarea^ he was met there Archelaus 
by SabmuSi Auguflus\ inttndaiit of Byria^ who was haftening^®" 
into "Judaot to take care of the rich legacies which Herod had^®®* * 
bequeathed to that emperor. He bad, &>wevcr, been difluaded 
by Vayus^ mins way thither, from undertakingany thing further,^ 
till the emperor’s will was known, and Archelaus confirmed •ny'j ® 
hft kingdom, ib that he had been prevailed upon by that Syrian 
governor to ftay in that city till he received further orders from 
Jhime Ho ftayed, however, no longer there than till Varus 
was returned to Antioch, his capital; after which he went im- 
piediately to Jerufalm, lodged himfelf at the loyal palace, and 
iummoned the king's treafurers to give him an account, and to 
put him in pofiefllon of thofe treafures, but, as thefc had orders 
from Atchelaus, not to part with them till bis return, they re- 
fufed to deliver them to Sabims ; alleging, they would preferve 
them for Augujlus, till they received further diredlions from 
him. By this time Archelaus, and his retinue, were arrived at 
Rme i and among thole, whom the fubtie Salome had brouglit 
with her to oppofe his elcflion, was Antipas, another of Andpa* 
ions, whom that monarch had appointed hts fucceflbr by hi$^/®A' 
firft will, and whom fhe defigned to fet upagainft his brotlier,^*"** 
under pretence, that that *was of greater validity than his 
iecond(L). There 

/ Antiq ibid c n. Bell, Jud ubi fapra 

{D Antipas had beenperfua- one that was perfeOly veri^din 
ded ,to ^dqs tl^s ftep, not only all the affairs m ftate, had been 
by Sakaa, W much more by admitted into the inmoft fecrets 
Jttfuais/, an eloquent orator, and of Htrod't fourt, and, being 

cornu 
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There was ftiH another thing which very tnueb wisalreiHti 
the intereft of Archelaus, namely, his officers at 
^refiifing to deliver up JHtroAi legacies to Saiinusi of which both 
he and P^arus had taken care to inform the R^rmn court. 
tbilaus was therefore forced, in his own vindiciilidn, to prefent 
a memorial to the enaperor, in which he exhibited his title to 
the crown, the particiuars of HeroA^ lad will, together with an 
inventory of the trcafiire wdiich that monarch bad left behuid 
him, to which he likewifc added his royal fignet with whtch 
that will was foaled. This memorial was foon followed by an¬ 
other from Antipas^ in which were displayed fuch allegations as 
were moft likely to invalidate H^roAs lafl: will, and his brother's 
title. Auguflus having perufod the writings on both fideS, 
fummoned a council of his friends, to examine their reipeiSlive 
claims, and made Caiiu the fon of Agrippa, by his adopted 
Antipa- daughter ^a/w, prcfident of it Amipater^ the fon of Salome^ 
ter sfpeech eloquent fpeaker, and fworn enemy to Archehus^ opened with 
a fpeech full of ihe bi teiell invedives againft him; fuch as hw 
laus having affumed the ro}al tnlc and amhority, without flaying 
£ for the emperor’s confent; his having caiifed three thouiand 

black be m flacred in tlie temple by his own troops at the 

crimes to pa/ibver feilival; his having turned out feveral eminent of- 

b/jcharge, and put others in their room ; his having prefumed to fit 
on the royal throne, hcaid and adjudged caufos, and granted 
confiderable immunities, releafed all the prifoncrs wiioni hts 
father had caufed to be Ihut up in the Citerts ; all this by Viis 
own afTumed authority, and in the quality of a "'fewi/h momxzh. 
tie likewifo accufed him of unnatural contempt to the memory 

“ Idem ibid. 


come with him to /lomcj was 
moft likely to rcpieftnt that 
young prince’s claim to the bell 
advantage. With that orator, 
was atfo another great flatcfman, 
named Ptolemy^ the bi other of 
Nicolas Damafcen^ and one of 
^e late king’s counfellofs. An- 
tipas bad Hke^ife brought his 
mother Cleopatra^ born at Je- 
rufaltm, with fome other rela¬ 
tions and friends^; and thefe were 
fcarccly come to Rome with him, 
before they found means to draw 
the grt.atell part of Ar,helaus\ 
Ifelations and paitifans over to 
^esr fide. 


It feems by Jofiphus\ account, 
as if A'ihelnus\ party had taken 
fome difgull at him, either from 
hio fevere manner of quelling the 
laR tumult in or on iome 

other pretence, whilft Anttpas, 
and his fi tends, took care to in- 
fpire them with hopes of a milder 
government under hiar. But 
there was ilill a third paity, who, 
liking neither of the brotherii, 
npr indeed any of HtroA% famidy, 
did what they could to ma^ 
them both miicarry in their pre- 
tenfions, in hopes of living fbfoly 
and more qinedy tmdcr the.dq^ 


( 7 ) Jui. i. XI, 
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of hffi deceafisd &ther, from whom he had recaved fudh fignei 
tokens of paternal love, and of bis having fptnt the night which 
foUowod that nionarch*s dea^ in fuch feafting and jollity, as 
< was like to hatye raifed a fediticw among the people, who could 
not behold fu<^ a flagrant inflance of uigratitude, without the 
utmoft deteftation. He concluded with telling the court, that 
Ueroelt indio beft knew the oppoflte tempers of the two bro* voitn tt 
tbers, had not (o much as dreamt of appointing him his {nc^exphJe 
cellbr, whilft be enjoyed his health and ^fes; but had oxpreflyHerodV 
named Antipas to that dignity. But Tuppoling that he had con- wt//- 
ceived a better opinion of Anhebus during his lafl flckiiefi, be 
has (hewn you now what a king he is like to prove; what ule 
he is like to make of his power, (ince even whilif in the con¬ 
dition of a private man, he could fend his troops into the very 
temple, to cut the throats of his fubjetfb. 

Damafcen fpoke next, and anfwercd the greatefl: part of An- jtnfwereJ 
iipater\ accufations, bv ftiewing, firft, that, with refpedS; to theiJj» N. Da- 
pretended maflacre in the temple, nothing leG than fuch a feve- mafeen. 
rity could quell the fedition then kindled; that chofe men were 
only a band of rebellious fellows, and tiie firli; aggreflbrs, not 
only in raifing the tumult, but in murdering thofeoiEcers whom 
the king had font to appeife them by the mildeft means; and 
that he bad a'ded nothing in this, or in any other inflance, but by 
the advice of th)(e who were now turned his accufers: that as 
tef (he alteiation which Ihrod made in his will about the fucccf> 
fion, he being in his perfeiH: fenfes at that time, had doubtlefs 
very sxiod i.ca(bns tor what he did, and might probably have ob- 
ferved fomething in Antipais behaviour or charader, which 
obliged him to prefer h.s brother to him; and as a further proof 
that he had altered it upon cooler thoughts, he urged his fub- 
mitting the validity of it to the emperor, without whofe ap¬ 
probation it was to be of no force. As fbon as he had made an Arche- 
end of (peaking, Anhelaus went and threw himfelf at Augujlui^i\.'^)x^'! 
feet in fuch humble guife, as moved his compaflion toward him. bumhh be- 
Cafar railed him up, pronounced him worthy of the ’Jewifo^avtour 
crovyHt and proraifed to do nothing contrary to his father’s will; beforeOc- 
after which he difmifltxl the aflembly witiiout any further de- 
eiflon, being deHrous to take fome time to conflder, whether bo 
Btouid befliow the kingdom iblely upon him, or divife it aixioqg 
children^ feeing they .all applied themfelves alike to hTm 
redreft 

"Whiir thefe things were tranfeifling at Rom^ the reftldS 

hatf laade a new infurre^ion ivijerujhknh which ym/urreatoa 
by Varuih fpeedy arrival wdm AnAwb^ asnSat Jerufa- 
Che of the ringleaders; but, upon his reciirn tolem. 

Antm^ Invtng left Sabims with a to keep tint 

* Antiq. ubi fupra, c. ti. Bell. Jud.ubifupra. 
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SabinusV metropolis in awe* this general ining bimfelf fuperior to tfao 
attempt enygjffs^ made a bold pufli upon the fbrtrcflis of the city, and 
Jewiihfjie treafurcs of the Mtrydian family, with a defi^ to convert 
treafury. them to bis own ufe. He chofe however a wroi^time for fijch 
an attempt; and the Jeus^ who came flocking thither to the 
approaching feaft of pentecofl, not perhaps fb much out of de» 
votion, as to oppofe his defigns, Quickly divided themfelves into 
Chfify ^-three bodies, one of which befieged him and his troops in the 
Jitgedby j^gyal palace, whilft the other two went and pofTefTed tbem- 
tbe Jews, fejyes, the one of the Hippodrome^ and the other of the temple 
on the eaft and north Tides of it; fo that he was inclofed on 
every fide, and in danger of being overpowered by the Jewu 
Kfies the Thefe weie the more exafperated againft him, becaufe he had 
irea/nry. Ibrced his way into the treafury of the temple, and brought 
away four hundred talents out of it, befides other rich plunder 
which his ibidiers had carried off, in fpite of all their oppofi* 
tion (M). 

These two aflions therefore could not but highly exafperate 
the JewiJh nation, and make them double their vigour againft 
him. Accordingly, whilft one part was taken up in undermining 
the palace, another was endeavouring to caufe a defedtion from 
tJie Roman general, by promifing an amnefty, and free leave to 


(M) This defperate attempt 
had happened as follows: The 
Reman general. Teeing himfelf 
hemmed in on all fides, and on 
the brink of being aflaulted by 
the refolute Jenus^ Tent an ex> 
prefs to defire to come im¬ 
mediately to his affiftance; whilft 
himfelf getting up on the top of 
one of the towers of the caftle, 
named Phafael^ from thence 
beckoned to his troops to make 
n Tally on the enemy. They did 
To, and had an obftinate fkirmifh 
with them, in which they killed 
a number of Jews The reft, 
not at all difeouraged at this loTs, 

S )t up on the outer galleries of 
c temple, fvtnn which they 
galled the Retnans with ftones 
and arrows, Whilft thofe of the 
enemy from below had quite loft 
tbmr ftrength before they could 
rea^ them. 

Tired at length,^ and aihamed 
to Tee the advantage the Jews 


had over them, they brought 
vaft quantities of wood and other 
combuftible matter to the foof'of 
the wall, and fetting it on fire, 
plied it To brilkly with frefli fuel, 
that the flame reached at length 
to the cornices of the gallery » 
which being of timber, and co¬ 
vered with paint and wax, on 
which the gilding was laid, were 
eafily fet on a bla2;e. A great 
number of theTVwj on the bat¬ 
tlements perifiied in the flames, 
whilft the reft cafting themfelves 
down headlong* either died by thd 
fall, or by the enemy*s Twofdf 
fo that not one of theic brave 
men was left alive, dteRo^i^s 
giving no quarter to any of diem. 
As Toon therefore as the flsme* 
were fo far abated, that, thefo" 
could wade throujdlt die#,' they 
broke into 

from which they olf tbir 

plunder above-rncndoliem , C 

march 
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aiaicb off uotnoleftedy to as many^ as (hould leave llie plaee. 

They added the like promifb to Sabinus, upon the fame oondi* 
tions, and a^red the Roman troops, that they had no other 
delign in tali^ up arms, but to free themielves from the ty¬ 
rannic yoke of the Herodian femily. Saimms would have gladly 
embraced the offer; but the injoHes he had done the yews 
would not permit him to rely on their^l'omile, (b that he chofe 
rather to wait for the reinforcement he expelled from Varus, 

During this time new troubles were raifed in other parts of 
Judaa ; among others two thoufand valiant veterans of the late 
king, who had been dilcharged from the (ervicc, aflcmbled 
themfelves in a body, and fell upon Jrchelaus*s forces com¬ 
manded by bis nephew Archiahus ; but this young general not 
daring to face them upon equal terms, knowing them to be old 
experienced foldiers, went and Iccuied himfelf as well as he 
could in fbme fortrefles, and other places of difficult accefe p. 

We have heretofore hadoccafion to mention one Ezechlas^ 
a captain of a gang of banditti, whom Hetod had with much 
difficulty caught and put to death, with about forty of his troops. 

This man left a fon named Judas, who feeing now the country A fcditiem 
labouring under a kind of civil war, took this opportunity toratfed fy 
revenge his father's death; and having got together a band of the Judas, 
moft defperate free-booteis at Sephons, a city in Galilee after 
leveral incurfions into the king’s dominions, forced at length 
into the royal armoury, where he equipped his men eap-d-pii, 
and from thence into the treafory of every place where he 
came; and, being thus furnifhed with men, arms and money, 
injedled terror into the whole province, and plundered all he 
could come at; and fo fucce&ful was he for fomc time, that he 
began to aim at the fupreme power; whence he is thou^t, not 
without good grounds, to have been the fame which is men¬ 
tioned by St Luke ’ under the name of Theudas (N). 

He was not the only one that aimed at the crown during 
thefe troublefomev times. There ftarted up another, named 
Simon, a perfon of a comely ftaturc, ftrongly built, and 
efteem^ by the Jews, and fufficiently conceited to think him- 

s Antiq. ubifupra. Bell. Judaic. 1 . ii. c. 2. s De hac vide 
aaffq. 1 . xiv. c. 10. xvii. c. 12. Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 2, & alib. pa£ 

3«»ufo ved. ii. p. 459, (Y). ' Acts v. 36. 

(N) This feems more thfn the Je<v 3 s were in more than or* 
IttfOlwle, not only from what dinary cxpeflation of at this 
each fays of him, the time; but likewife from the af> 

he aimed at the crown; finity of their name, H'lTn 

7 boudab\Ti the anfweriiffi 
filiff eminent per* to the Hehnw Jehu^, 

delivaer; as and to the Gtfek 'hv/of {S), 

^(8) AeSt uhftif, e, tx. Bell. Jud, 1 . 11. t, 2, Ftd, am* Vfftr.ftA A. iff. 4003. 
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i^#brihyof ft. He hod been empkff(e4 ^ in 
grt/ax importance ^jdi credit. As t^refore as he appeal^ 
at the head of a paity, tiie people (kluteJ him king of the 
yervt > and he, to fhCw^ his real againd the twc^ rival iom of 
hb late m ifter, led htl^ diredfly to Jericho^ where they fet 
the royal palace, a rMi kntd fiatcly building, in flames. He 
proceeded to do the hie to leveral others, giving his men 
the whole plunder of them. But, happily for that country, 
GratuSt Anhelaus’s gcner&U or, according to Ttfr/mr®, Fartitf 
the Syrian governor, fell fuddenl/ uoon them, and, whilft they 
fought with more courage than flt II, g-^vc them a total over- 
Defeatedy throw; an 1 Simeon was caught m hia flight in Ibme narrow 
and bi- deflle, and being brought to the general h id his head imme- 
jMon he- diately ftrucic ofF‘, Whtlft thefe were pluiidcnng and burning 
the royal palaces in one part of the countrv, another gang was 
doing the lame in another, pirticulaily that of Amathn on 
the JordaHy buiU probably In Herod for the benefit of the hot 
waters, which that city was fame 1 for ''iid took I'^s name from. 

Bu 1 the moft dcfptratc an 1 dan rci j is of all tbofe fc litious 
gangs (for they raged in t\cry pi ce liki n tpidemie diflafe) 
thronges. was that of AtbtongeSy hcrctoUne an ohfuin. flu phi id, or no 
meiit or worth but what he challenged from Ins gigantic ftature, 
Hts gang and brutifh lloutncrs(O) At length, ifrer ni in)* IflTody and 
defeated, defperate exploits, the mock m in ircn fell .into the hando of Ar* 
cbelausy after his return into Julai. One of his brothers vms 
taken by Giaiusy and another by Ptolemy. Die I ift of them fur- 
rendered himfelf upon good conditions; and lo the yvhole gang 
was difperfed. But all this while the whole country was Hill in 
a flame from frclh inlurieiSfions, as well as from that of the 
yews agatnfl; Ssabinus, whiHl the Herodian competitors were 
wailing at Rome for the emperor’s decifion. 

* Hifl 1. V ‘Joseph ubifupra. Eusbb onomall. fub voce. 
(OJThjsupftart contended like- ter to either fide, when they fell 
wife for the royal authority He into his hands; but he feemed 
had four brothers of the fame rather to bend his force sgaihfl^ 
lAonflrotts fize, whom he made the Romanty becanfo thido 
hb lieutenants over the mulu- plunders and craelttet- WRm 
tildes that came flocking to him frefher m every body's 
fbr the honour of fighting un- He laid an ar^iJh 
dhr hb banner. took ^upon of, their conv^i; pd 
him the royal diadem, md tho’ £mnn*usy and jpl! u] 
be often confUlted his council, foddcnly, that he )el 
3ret a£ted accordkug to his aiti- mnnding offtcKf t 
trtuy win. He hated the Rth- men, dead on 

JhruSans aflkh; but irt S^l&elihdbn 
tluMormex felt ofleftcvdie dIkSta all dR had nbf i 
ofhbcni^ty He ^ve ndK'^fbai*- good Bme to tlrdr - 

(3J 7ff f O' J}e\ fvd. tit. fepra. 
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By this time Varus^ being aj^rired of the dinger Sabinus Varte 
and his legion were in, took the road to Juda-a^ at the head matchtsf^ 
of bis other two, which were all that he had then in Sy; w, Sabinus*i , 
and with four ttoops of horfe, and fbmc foot, which he had o£ifianet% 
got from the netghbouring tetiaichs. lie orJcieJ their ren¬ 
dezvous zt. Ptolemais^ where hercceiv-i fomc itcHi auxilia¬ 
ries, befides fifteen hundred more, which tlic king of Arabia 
fent him to Berytus, more out of hatred to the Haodian 
fami'y, th n love to the Ri nam. With pait of his army 
marched towaiil Sama'ii, vvhilft tlie rt(l, under the 
command of his fan, nude an inroad into that pait of Galtlu 
which was neareft to Ptohmais. 1 h s lull, having put tO Sephoris 
flight all that oppofed him, went and took S-pboiHy (old dWfaienand 
the inhabitants by audion, fet file to that noble city, and buint. 
reduced it into an heap of riibbifh. His Hthcr, on the other 
hard, pafTcd by Sanunia, hccauie lie heard, that it had no 
hand in the 'ftuiJJ) infutnations, and maiclicd flrait to Jetu- 
Jiihm. In li's way he iuffered his Arabum troois to plunder 
and burn Icvei.il villas;c> and towns , fuch as Atus^ hccauie 
It belonged to Ptolinty^ a fritnd of litiol j bumpho j and Em~ 
mans \ tins lait in rcvmgc oi tJic fiaufditcr which Athronges 
had made of the Ronia/.i nen tint pi tc , but the inhabitants 
of It, foicfecing the ifoim, had timJv foriaken it. Whillf this 
was doing without the citv, tlu bcfitgcrs, who weic jult 
go’ng to flnrm the pdaec, having hcaid of /coming 
vi4th luch a force, raifed the hege, and maiched off in a Thefitgt 
fright j upon which the bi.lic<a’d came iorth, with the grand- ^aijed. 
children of. Iletod, to comp'imcnt Inin on his arrival, and to 
thank him for his timely lidp. Salthus was the only one 
who did not loUow then example ; but ftolc away psivately Sabinus 
towards the iea. / a7Ui gave a very fevere reprimand to the Jltah 
inhabitants of 'jerufalem^ for their late boftilitics againft the uvtay, 
Rotnan legion j but was foon appealed, when he was appnitd, 
that they neitncr had an hand in it, nor were able to hinder it, 
being themiclves pent up by thoie foreign 'Jcnos who were 
come to the feaft, and had betjun the tunmlt. However, as VarusV 
he thought it expedient to make a ievere example of the ring- fevetttjto 
leader^ oi it, he fent fome of his iioops through ilie whole A'f re~ 
kingdom, v/ith orders to make a ftriA harsh after tliem, and ‘vojiert, 
bung them piiiontrs to lum. Upon their return they brought 
a vail numbet of thole wn sebts, two thoufnfd of whom he 
caufed to be crucified, and idcaicd the reft (P). 

All 

(P) This ^verity did not hin- him, which prevented his difband- 
der another body of ten tht^iand ing his auxiliaries, as he had 
from taking up arms agamll deiigned, aif& obliged him to 
Voi. X. L 1 fend 

V 
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All this while Archelaus was foliciting the emperor to 
* ratify his father’s will, and to name him Icing of Judaa^ 

A dtputa- About this time Martaie his mother died ; foon after whKh 
iton/ent there arrived a deputation from fuda^Oy confiiling of fifty of 
the heads ol that nation, who were fent to oppofe his eledtion, 
and to beg of the emperor, that their country might be made 
part of the proMnee of Syrta^ and fubjeft to the governors 
of It, without kingly government. 1 hey were feconded by 
above eight thoufand jtvus then fettled at Rome ; who all pro- 
fefTed an averfion to a kingly government, and a dehre of 
living under that of the Rnma7ts, provided they might be* 
allowed the free exercife of their religion and laws. Augttjlui 
referred the matter to a council of his own friends, whom he 
convened at the temple of Apollo^ w Inch he hid lately built. 
Complaint and where both fules were to be heard in then turn. Here 
agatnft thg jeuft) cinbaflidors begin witli inveighing igainfl: Hetodj 

Herod, who, they afHimcd, had governed their niti )n like a tyrant, 

violating all their laws both iicrcd and eivil, impovcrifhing 
a nation, whom, at Ins fiifl icccfhon to the crown, he had 
found rich and opulent; faciiheing an infinite number of his 
fubje’iSls either to his ambition, jcaloufy or refentment, not 
fparing even the matrons and virgins of diRiniSlion, cither in 
his fury, or his luff ; notwithfianding all wliich'thcy would 
gladly have accepted of Ins fon Atchtlaus foi their prince, 
had he not given them lo many conviiicing proofs of h's 
rannic difpofuton, an infiancc of which they urged in the 
maflacre of the three thoufand mutineers in the temple, befoie 
he had received the imperial confirmation. 1 hev concluded 
with a petition to Angujlus, that he would put their nation 
under the Syrian governois, and then he would loon be con¬ 
vinced whether the ftws weic ically fuch rebellious people as 
they had been ieprefi.nttd to him , and not, on the contrary, 
men of the moft fteady loyalty to the fupeiior powers. AIJ 
this was immediitely anfwered by Damajeen^ who took upon 
him to vindicate the deceafed, as well as the new king, from 
the charge of tyranny and cruelty ; and AuguJluSy having 
heard both fidcs thus far, dirmified the afiembly, without de¬ 
claring his lefolution till further eonfideration. 


and Ar 
chelaus 


lend them to quell this new re- forgave the common people, and 
volt They eifily eompalTed it, contented hiinfelf with fending 
becaufe the enemy, inftead of the chiefs of them bound to Au- 
fhnding the brunt, furrendered guftus {i >, 
tbemfelves at difcretion. Vaius 


^ (i) df Ml, Jud, uht ftp. 


He 
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He was not long, however, before he decided the contro* 
verfy m fuch a manner, as convinced the world of his fritnd- 
(hip both to Hei od^ and to his offspring. He hcftowLd the CxfarV 
halt of the kingdom onAtchelauSy under the title ot ethafthy dtvtfioet»f 
or governor of a nation ; and backt ’ it with a promifc that 
he would give him thit ot king, as loon as he he rJ, thit he ^^%^**** 
had remleitd himhlf worthx of it. This put or ethinrchy ' 
contained 'Judaa Propria^ Idumea^ and Saniami j but he 
empted till', hit of one tounli part of their taxes, m conlidtr-^ 
ation of then peaceable behavi mr duiing the late tiuublcs in 
'Judao and GultUe (Q_). 'Joje hits reckons tl e vihole > early 
revenue of this new ttnn rcliy to hive amounted to lix hun¬ 
dred talents. I he icmaindcr ot //<; l\ kingdom vi is divided PhilipV, 
between his nthti two ions Philp and ^/fpi/s, the forme And- 
of whom Ind the regions of liutamay Tia f nit r, and /f«fd-pas’x, 
mttSy to which added tint pa»-t of Gjl In winch hid 

formerly belonged to /cnoinu , mentioned a little higher, 
and which alone amounted to about on hundred taUntsa 
year. The latter had the grcatelt pirt ot Gahlfty ami the 
countries beyond fei hoi, ainoun»^in'• to tvvolnindiKd tilcnts 
a year. Salome Jiid for her /hare, nehdes hdf a million ofaw/fsa 
iilver, the cjties ol fumua, ini\ Phcija ^ , to w hich lonie'x 

Att^tiflue added thit of Aj^alon. 1 he r ft of // /« / s lt<f icits,/ 
paiticulaily the fifteen hundred tilerus wfneli he hid b qiKatiied 
tcHiim, he gencroufly diftnbutcd b tv\e n lus < ihei rtlatio'i>-, 
bis giandfons, and two virgin auiditci , whom In mimed to 
Phei ot refervmg torhimfcii ni ) a few t f h s move¬ 
ables, not fo much for their value, a out of n nd to the 
memory of hi-, deccafed friend . 

I'nis new divifion ot the ftxKtfl kiiij;^ oni wi, fence ftt- Afftudo 
tied, before there flirted up a mw pr t iider, who tjuiclvly Alexande- 
drew a numerous party aftet him. lie wa> a jiv^y brou< ht 

t!t ooit.n 

Antiq. ubi fup. c 13 lidc Strat Sc' i i ir ubi Aip 


(QJ However, this pirtition, 
as well as change of title from 
a king to an ethnarch, pinnly 
ihews, that he was nothing Ids 
than ^tisfied at his proceedings, 
and indeed, whatever £>a>ti ken 
niJghc urge to colour his too 
fpeedy aflumption of the regal 
power, it is jAam he bad not 
paid that regard to the emperor 
which ne ought tp have done ; 
all which waa iifHcieutiy aggra¬ 
vated by.the oppoiue party. And, 


as he looi'w 1 upon th it young 
pniisL IS too likely to follow 
fi'j fitlirrs violent meifurcs, 
nothing could be more pi ad» ntly 
thought on to lg.ep hi.ii within 
due bounds, than fuch a condi¬ 
tion il promife He hkewife dif- 
membtied from Judaa the cities 
or iia'i.a, Galara, and Ihppor, 
becaufe tney followed the eullom« 
of the (jretks , and joined the n 
to the provin/e S\ita^ 

JSg ?. .«P - 
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up at Sidoitj and fo like the late AUx^mder the fon of Herod 
by Matiamne^ formerly put to death, that, when he came 
to give hinif If out to be thct*fame, and to have been preferved 
ahve, he eabl/ deceived not only the bulk of the fewSy but 
even thofe who had been acquainted with that unfortunate 
Hit grand (K). Upon this fuppofition, they fpared neither pains, 

entry into (oft, not ar i himitions, to render his entry into Rome as 
Rome. fpltndid as polhble. The litter or chair of ftate in which he 
was carried, the vaft ciouds that accompanied him, and the 
reception he met with at cvciy place he came to, were all 
anfwcrable to the high nutiun they had conceived of him. 

As f)on as they wcie come to Rome, whither the reft of 
the '/nvi flocked in ciouJs, to pay their homage to this new- 
rden oft piing of tht Affro'iitin race, Augnjlusy who knew 
Ihtcd too well, to believe that he could be impofed upon m 
a matter of fuch importance, f.nt one of his freed-men, named 
Ctluduiy foinicrly a companion of the two brothers, to bring 
this new AlexomUr him, Celaelus was as cnfily impofed 
Difiover' upon as the reft ; but Ctcfafy who examined him with a more 
ed h'f Au ciiiious and uiieuing eye, foon difcovcred amanileft deficiency 
guilus jj, tlif port and niajdty of this upftart, fiom what he had 
obfcivcil in that voting prince, bchdes a certain callofity in 
the hands of the foimti, which convinced him of the cheat, 
lie theicfbrc afsed him and his inftrument. What was become 
of In'! biother; and why he did not Jikewife come and make 
cut his clnm to the 'jewifl) ciown ; and was readily anfwered 
bv both, that A t/tobnlui had ftaid at Cjptus to wait tlie illue 
of this journey, that, if one of the Tons of Mariamne mifcar- 
ricd, the other might be preferved to keep up tlie Ajmmean 
X ice and title, 'i iKir mutual agreement, which ftill helped 


R' lie was afliflcd in this 
’nipoll'ue by a tuniung fellow, 
" ijo had formerly gout, through 
'dl the iiJtnguciof /A srf’s court, 
1’ d u ho. finding the yo ing mm 
cifiblc ol cTriyi'ig it on with 
g'tit likelil'oed ol lucctf., ad- 
v’lid him to let about it imme- 
• lutily rhele two accordingly 
l>*^m vvltli going out, tliat the 
tVtO young princes, Ale\aHde> 
ard A'i,}obuluf^ whom the yeitv 
iuppokd to hcive been put to 
dc tih purfuant to their father's 
order, had been preferved by a 
faithful friend, a?d two other 
perfons fabfUtured in their Head. 


Thefc two went firft to Cute, 
thence to Melos, where they laifcd 
conflderable funis of money from 
the ytxvi that were fettled in 
thofe iflands Having fucceeded 
fo well at their iirfl fetting out, 
they refolved to fail for Rome ; 
and, being arrived at Puteoliy 
were met by all the heads of 
the y^ews, efpccially by thofe 
wlio were in the intereft either of 
the Herodian, or of the A/mo- 
nean families, of both which 
they looked upon him as the im¬ 
mediate heir, and confequently 
as the only rig^ul king of the 
JenKS, 

to 
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’^to confirm the reft, ferved only to make the emperor look ^ 
upon the whole as a forged ftory ; and, to be further convinced 
of it, having taken the young nikn afidc, he, partly by threats, 
and partly by a promife of fp^ring his life, extorted a full 
confeilion of the whole impofturc ; the confequence of which 
was, that the young man was fent to the gallics, nnJ the Pmifljtd. 
other, who had been the contriver of it, was condemned to 
be hanged. As for the ''Jews who had aiHflcd them with 
money, Cafar thought th-ir lofs and difappointment a fufli- 
cient punilhment 

But neither the diflike which the Jews had flicwn upon 
this occafion to the Ifetodim family, nor the prudent caution 
which Cafar had given Jtihelaus, proved fuflicient to keep 
him within due hounds. He was no fooncr rcrnrnid into 
Judaa, than he began to betray fome marks of his arbitrary 
and refenting temper (S). 

Howevkr, the firft years of his reian proved peaceable 
enough ; but the people at length, both Jews and Samaritans^ 
being tired with his tyrannical reign, joined in a petition to 
jiugujius againft him ; which had no fooncr reached him, 
than he fent an agent of his into Judao, without any other 
letter, to fetch the JewiJh cthnarch to him. jfrcbclaus^ tho* 
warned, as well as the incefhious Glaphyra^ by fome portend¬ 
ing dreaim mentioned at length by Jofephus y, had given fo 
little heed to them, that Cajar''^ mcH’cnger found him in the 


Year of 
Chrift 2 . 
Bef, the 
vulgar 
xra i. 
WOTNJ 
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(S) He began with the depo- 
fition of 'Jaaz.ar from the high- 
priefthood, on pretence that he 
had fidcd with fome of the late 
mutineers ; and bellowed tliat 
dignity on Eleaxar the brother 
of the depofed pontilF. He next 
repudiated his wife Mariamne, 
and married Glaphyra , the widow 
of his brother Alexander, con¬ 
trary to the Mofaic law, becaufc 
Ihe had had feveral children by 
him, and had been married, fince 
her firft huflwnd’s death, to Juba 
king of Mauritania. He de- 
pofed fobn after the new-inftalled 
pontiff upon fome dilguft, and 


raifed fefm the fon of Siat to 
that dignity. He beftowed an 
immenfe deal of coll in rebuilding 
and beautifying tlie royal palace 
at Jericho, and bringing down 
one half of the flream, which 
watered the village of Ideren , 
into the grove of palm-trees 
which he had planted in the 
neighbouring fields ( 2 ). About 
this time Caius, coming from 
(3) Judaa, expreffed 
his contempt of the JeauiJh re¬ 
ligion, by refufing to offer up 
facri faces at Jerufalem, for which 
he is faid to have been com¬ 
mended by Cafar ( 4 ). 


(a) Autiq. ibid. Bell. ubi fupra, c. 6 . ( 2 J Orof, I, vii. f. 3 . 

(4) Suem, in Qflav, c, 9}. ' , 
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ArcheUus height of his mirth, when he came to acquaint him with hk 
brought /0 orders, and obliged him to haften with him to Rome, Upon 
their arrival there, Augnjlus^ with hib ufual equanimity, 
heard both the charge and the defence ; attir which ht con¬ 
demned Atchelaus to be baniflied to the city of Vtenne^ m 
Gaul 01 Dauphine, and all his gords to be confiscated. Judaa^ 
by this fciitencL, being reduced into a province of the empire. 


Rome. 

Ranijhei. 
Year of 
Chrift 6. 


Judaea 
made a 
Roman 


was ordered to be taxed, and Cyrtmus, the then governor of 
Sytia, and a man of confular digiiit\, was ftnt thiiher to fee 
It executed (as we have litcly hinted upon another occilion); 
after which having fold AnhJuud^ palaces, and fii/ed upon 
a^*"axed trcafuic, ht rttuiiitd to Antuih. leaving tlie ytws in 

no fmall ferment upon the acce unt of this new tix 
*[he caufe Opnnius^ the Roman gcnenl of hoilc, and governor of 
of thur yuda.a xxn^ex C\rtniiis^ had a^^companied him in that expe- 
futwe dition ; and his picfenct, as well as the good ofiiccs of yoa- 
•wat^yOiid zat the then high pritff ( I ), Ind, lor a while, kept the na- 
total de tion under lomt ulli^iiit, till fuda^ the GauLnitey of whom 
nye hjve Ipokeii in the lift fection, and oneiW/«t«r, a tuibu- 
lent ph vriiec, let it ngnii into a flame. Wc liinted before, 
thit this boutefeu took upon him ro condemn tiii'> taxing as 
flivifli, idolatrous, and iiuoniiflent with their duty to Cjod, 
the only Sovereign who c ‘iild claim anv homage or allegiance 
from the childicn of Abaham (U). The war being thus 

kindled 




* JosLPir. antiq ubi fupra Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 6. 


(T) yo/ephuj has forgot to 
tell us how he was reiiiltalled 
into this dignity, of which he 
had been d prived by Ai chtlaus 
fbme years before, to mate room 
for the Ion of 6mr, hinted a 
little higtici , but It IS probable, 
that, alter that [ rince' banilh- 
ment, Joazar found means to 
reeover that dignity under the 
Syrian governor ; and this might 
be the motive of that zeal which 
he (hewed in appeafmg the dif- 
contented ye^^u. 

But this lafl aAIon, >nflead of 
confirming him in hi!> pontificate, 
proved^ the caufe of his fecond 
^epofition, it havKig rendered 

(<) Anti2.1, 

V 


him fo obnoxious to the yemiflf 
nation, that Cyrentus was forced, 
for quietnefs-fake, to turn him 
out of it, and to put Ananus m 
his place (;) 

(U) This topic feldom failed 
to make an imprefliou on a peo¬ 
ple, who were taught to look 
upon themfelve^ as the only fa¬ 
vourites of heaven, and upon the 
red of the world as defigned to 
be their flaves; but it wrought 
much more efie£tually at this 
time, when their hopes of the 
Mefhah, or temporal deliverer, 
infpired them with a tenfold dif- 
dain againit the yoke which their 
conquerors were then laying 

xvui. r. 3« 

upon 
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'' iciodled within and without* was followed by a grievous 
mine, and this by a peftilencej ail which ended at length \n«»dp$j^h 
the total rum of that rebellious and unhappy nation »j which 
was owing to the ambition of this upftart fc£l; or la£linn, 
of whom we have given an account in the clofc of the 1 ift 
iedton , to which wc fiiall only add, that, after the death of 
their chief, they diftmguilhed themfeh es by the godly name 
of zealots, and, under that fpecious title, committed the moft 
unheard-of cruelties, and earned theit violence even into the 


very temple. 

Ail thii while ihc Samatitans had not forgot their o\il7i>e temple 
grudf^c againft the though thev hid beeniolong quiet pollutedh 

C)r,.'ins was fearce gi ml out of Jmltra, before ihcv begin to^^' Sama- 
hith I ew mifehitfs ^iiiift them thev wait..d till the next 
appioiching fell! of the pafiovti, which on the eve of, a 
numb r of them lining privately flipt into the temple, fliewcd 
the gilleries, an! othei places of relort, with deul niensLoncs, 
fo tint he piielL on the next moriung, findin^ that fucred 
place polluted, were forced to put a Hop to tiie folemnity ; 


which indignity obliged them to be inoie cautious for the fii 

ture, to guard the avenuts from all fuch infults. However, Chnfi 

the ceremony wis foon lefumtd , ind it was on this feflival 

that Chiift, being then twelve years of age, e tme with ftnple 

parents tojtlnt /olemnity, accouling to the fnvijh 

which obliged all the males, who hid attuned to that age*, 

lepiir to the temple on the three grand feflivdsHere the^^^^ ’ 

flOly Child thofc to Hay, unknown to his piunts, who 

departed with the reft of the company. I lie) did not n\\(b/a 

him till night, when hating in vam fought him among theif^ ’ 


■ Antiq 1 'viii c I, A ftq Bill ]ud Inc 8, S feq 
•* Sec before, \ol in p i8, A (A) Coiif i'od >\.iii 15 & 
xxxiv 23 Deut XVI 16 Luc it (i, feq 


upon them Judas thercfoie 
could not have with d for a more 
favourablejunClurc to m ike him- 
feif the held of i numerous and 
powerful party And thciefore, 
added he, it is high time that 
you thould make a Iti enuous pufh 
for your country’s freedom, anil. 
Without expedling new mira'clcs 
to be wrought for vou, do but 
depend on the favour of Piovi 
dence, and you oped not doubt 
of coming oft conqfaerors. There 
wanted but this M incentive to 


fet them a madding after the 
promifed liDe t) AecordiiigJv, 
we find tint his fpeech wrought 
them into a kii d of Airious 
frerly, which quic' 'y \crted 
itfelf in the niou iiorrid butch 
erie« and cruelties, his paiiy 
piu Jenng, bij-nmg, dellroying, 
and rnurdi ring every where, in- 
difcriminitely, Jensis as wi^l as 
Gentthsy and, in a word, all 
that oppofed his fpecious preteocc 
of religion and liberty 





relations 
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reUttons and acquaintance, among whom they fuppofed him 
to have been, they returned immediately to JerufaUm, Here, 
after three days forrowful fearch, they found him in the 
temple, fitting among the Jeivifo doctors, and furprifing them 
with the wifdoin of his queftiuns and anfwers, fo far beyond 
his mean e iacation, and tender years. His pious mother, 
tiiough laviflied at fo pleafing a feene, could not forbear ex- 
prcfling fome tender rcfcntment at the concern which his ab- 
4n/wer to fence had given her. The fhort anfwer he returned was not 
his for- prefcntly underftood by them ; but yet was a ledlure full of 

ronvful excellent wifdom : IFi/l yi mt^ faid he, that I snuji Ic about 

mother. my Fathirs bi*ftnejs (W) ^ 

Coponim was loon after this feaft fuccccded by Arnbi- 
v»is^ in whole govcrnorlhip Salome died, and bequeathed her 
three cities, mentioned a little higher, together with the fine 
grove of palni'tiees planted by Jtchelaus, and all her vaft 
treifiiie, not to either of her nep'iews, who llill held their 
fmall toparchies, b'lt to the empref^ Julia, oi, as jnfephus 
Various afFefts to call her, Livia. Amliiv'iu\, -ftci a fiif'rt time, was 
tbanges e/fijceedcd by Anntus Rufus, and Augulius d cd at Nola in Cam- 
governors pan'.a, as will be feen in the Roman hiftory, and was fucretded 
and high- Tilerius, after the litter had been fomcwliat abuve two 
frujis. ycais admitted into the copartnerfliip of the empire. From 
ChTft this period mull the filteenth year of Ttberius, incnt.oncd by 

^ the evangehlt S he t.ilccn. Tiberius, upon his coining to the 

empire, recalled Rufus, and fent Valerius Gtatu: iwtoj udaa, 
who was tliL. lourth "overnor or piocurator of it, and 

continued in tiiat govcrnniuit eleven yearsAbout five 

^ Luke iii. I. Vid Uisra. fub. A M. 4017. Ppid. fuban. 
r. 12. Antiq. lib xviii. c. 3. 

(W) And fo he re illy w.is ; mory, and flie and her hufband 
for, as he had been fent to be gladly returned with him to their 
a teacher of the world, and as mean habitation, where he coii- 
hc now co.'nmcnced what the tinned in a dutiful fubjeftion to 
'fevss called a fon or difcipJe of them. In this humble privacy, 
the law, it became him, who hii wifdom incrcaling with his 
was to be cur pattern, to make fl.ature, he attrafled the eyes and 
his Aril accelTes to his future of- licans of all that beheld him, 
fice of inftruflor, by coming to and continued exerciling the trade 
le|^ of thofe whom God had of'caipenter (6), till the thir- 
a{^inted to preferve and tcarh ticth year of his age, when he 
the knowlegc of his laws. His began to make a more glorious 
mother filtered none of thele appearance in the world, 
fayings to flip out of her mc' 

(6^ Conf. Sfare. vj.'3. £f Mattb, xiii. 55. Lue. ii. 5J. 

c,. '' 
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‘"years after his being entered into it, he de,iore<l the hJ^h-prieft ♦ 

AnanuSy otAnnaSy in the fifteenth )ear oi his pontific tte, ard 
raifed IJhmael t^e fon of Fabus to that dignity. JL'ing foon 
after difpleafed with his choice, he took it from Jflmail on 
the next ye.ir, and gave it to Eleaza^ the fon of Ana mis, 
whom he had lately depofed. Eleazar in a )cai*s time vt is 
forced to refign, and was fuccoeded by iitmon the foil of Cn- 
nuthy who within the compafs of another year was turned 
out, and Jojephy furnamed Cnphasy and fon in Iiw to Annas 
above-mentioned, was put m his loom ; fo uncertain and 
venal was that dignit) become b/ this time (X). 

Grains hi'iifLlt was fion «ftcr re^allt’, and fucceeded 
by Poitius P ^atLy i per Ion who exceeded all his predtcell ji-» 

111 injuftice, e'tor'i n, iid ciitlt) , and fo thoroughly wt»Mcd 
to his own intMtf^, tint lie was i ip^bic of the vilill a^lions 
to piomote thtt fnoui te* end 'fnjtphus his been foniewhat 
1 ,'^rii j (I hi ehr.ct i , butP/ j* has 1 It i i Ii\«.l) diaught 

« n.otf il' »^ch of wi ich the iead..i mo I t in the note Year of 
(Y', by wliien he mi)- iiidg- how qi.Juicd he wis forChiillifi. 
tile 1 iit he w II tJ adl, in piihng the molt uiijufi Un- 
trnce on the ntuli; in u eent ot iiitn 

Wi hintfd a I ril.. hi^hv-r, tint tiv other ions of Herod 

had f'I kept poli'^Ihon ot tiieir too-nchics, i otwitlil’aiiding‘**^Pbilip 

ArA/ i j’s depot M 11 an i hiiiiflinunr it will I e* tin letorc **'^'*'' 
very propel hcie to 'Mve lomc funl r a count ot them before 
■ei ter into i nev and diilercnt tc nc I iiev h ui each of 
them fettled tliemfelves the beft tiny t jiil I m their (inall ter- 
rifoi e A lip , bv.l'^rrkn I'^e* i pi of Ji'rfi, w lv» Se-’ 

h^-d the c^untr\ C /'<*, t-.. n with u IdiriT tli ettp ot phonsoni/ 
SfpLjitSy which hj’ a li»tleMie In ’r r'duc d to \i\u*sOfbera~ 
by th^ fon of VatuSy .and fu-n und^d it with a ftr ng will rnd 
towel-., fo that it f ec..nic the ti ’vi ul , aril i le of t'n bifl 
cities ot that canton , and as he i* u I wCn tnceefitul tn > gh 

* Comp JosiPii ubi fupra, & Luke ni 2 Join vvni 13 
IV 6. * aa Caiuni 

(X) Thefe are the two high (V) IIis whoL idmi 1 flrat'on, 
priells that are mentioned in tic accorJn g to this auttior, was 
gofpel to have profecuted aiJ onecontinuedfceneofyemljul- 
condemned JefusChnft todcatftj, nee, npiiu, tyranny, andeyery 
and Cmphasy or, ns he is there wirkel adtion . of ricking and 
called, Cataphas yyas the pa.t ng innocei t mrn to death, 

perlon yvho adjudged ic neccifiry, untried and unconJemned , and 
^at he ihould be cuifi off to fave of every kind of lavage cruelty. 

^he nation from raid. 

(7; xt 49, ^ /rj 
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to ingratiate himfclf with the new emperor, he built anothcfj 
a fine city, on th^* northern banks of the lake of Gmnezareth^, 
and called it 'Tiberias^ m honour of him (Z) ; and from 
thence that lake came to be called the fea of Tiberias (A). 
His brother Philip followed his example, and raifed the vil¬ 
lage of Beihfatduy on the oppofite end of the fame lake, into 
a magnificent city, and called It hkewife 'Julias^ and gave the 
name of Cafarea to Paleas^ the place where the Jordan has 
its fpnng-head, aftei he had greatly enlarged and beautified 
its. During this time came out that edi^l; of Tibetius^ 
which obliged all Jews and Egyptians to depart from the city 
of Rome^^^ or, according to another, out of the territories 
of Italy (B). 

}Ai i hekt. o yudaa^ though in a violent ferment on ac- 


8 Antiq. ubi fupra, c j. 
* SuEToN. m Tiber c. 36. 


•' Taoit. an. 1 . ii. c. 85. 


(Z) Jofephus adds, that it was 
not far from the hot baths of 
Emmaus ; lor wnich reafon we 
think It neceOhry to remind our 
reader of what we obferved in 
a former note, that the Je-ivs 
gave the name of ILimah and 
Hammath to all places that had 
any fuch waters; that of Em¬ 
maus is the fame, only fuftened 
and grecihed. We muft there¬ 
fore not confound this lafl with 
another in the neighbourhood of 
Jer tfalem (8), which bears the 
iamc nimc, and moll likely upon 
the fame account. 

(A) This city he was forced 
to people mollly %vith Galthnns 
and ilrangei'', becaulc it being 
built on a giound, which was 
full of fepulcres, the going over 
which polluted the 'Jtnus feven 
whole diys, he could hardly get 
any of that nation to fettle there, 
•though he endoiveu it with con- 
fiderable privileges, and gave its 
inhabitants the greatell encou¬ 
ragement, to wit, lands to fome. 


houfes to others, to take off their 
qualms of confcience about tread¬ 
ing on dead bodies. Another 
city formerly tailed Betarampb- 
tba he rebuilt, and called by the 
emprefs’s name, 'Julias. 

(6) The caufe of this edidt 
being fome viie pradlict:, which 
a few mean perfons of each of 
thofe nations had been adlmg in 
the imperial city, is foreign to 
our prefent fubjcdl: we refer 
our readers for a further account 
to Joftpbus (9), and the two 
authors lafl quoted. All that 
W'e need add to it is, what Pbtlo 
has obferved more than once (1), 
that this feverity agamil the 
Jenvs, whatever pretence it might 
be coloured with, was hatched 
underhand by Sejanus. 7 'hat 
wicked miniHer, who knew how 
oppofite his plots and dcfigns 
were to the known loyalty of 
the Jens, could not but conceive 
fome dreadful jealoufies from 
them, which obliged him at 
length to rid himfeJt of them. 


(8) Vth ittt, at, Luc, xxiv. 13. Vid £f Retard. Raljcft, tllufl’. /, i, r. 461 
iOJ ubi juft a (.4. (1) Legal, ad Caium, 

7 ^ 


count 
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^ oyunt of the hite tax^ and fome other tumults which the Pilate 


''‘Rsmans had apptafed by main force, had not, however, broken caujtsnt^ 
out into fuch a violent and univerfal flame, as it did after the trouhUt ia 
coming of Pilate. It was this governor, whofe fierce, ob- Judjca. 
ftinatc, and cruel temper, hafiened on thofe feditions and 
revolts, which did not end but with tht. total extirpation of 
the JewiJh ihtc. His predecciTors had hitherto wifely for- 
born to bring the Roman ftandards into the city, becaufe their 
bearing the images of men, and creatures, made them 
to be had in abomination by the jews. But Pilate, who 
thought it beneath him to fhew them the fame complaifdi.ee, 
ordered his troops, which were to winter in that metr -polis, , 
to enter it in tlic night, with thole ftandards covered; and Sets up 
caufed them on the next morning to be difplayeU. 'rhis new jiandardt 
and (hocking fight put the whole city into an uproar; thev at Jerul^ 
went to him in a bo ly to Ccefarea, where he then was, and Icm* 
begged of hmi that they might be lemoved to fomc other 
place ; but were anfwcreJ, that he could not comply with 
their requeft, without glancing an afFrjiit on the emperor. 

As they flood ftifF in their petition, and he in his denial fix 
whole days, five of which the lormer bad continued proftratc 
on the ground before his palace, night and day he at length 
came out to them, as with defigii to give them audience; 
and, being mounted on his tribunal, whicli he had rcaicd in 
the circus, gave the fignal to fome of his troops, whom he 
had,convenicntly polled, to fall on them, and to murder all 
that (hould not immediately depart, and who inftaiitly came 
out and furrounded them. I he 'Jews however, far from Hiscruthy 
being terrified at fo horrid a perfidy, meekly held out to the fub^ 
their necks to thofe butchers, telling them, and the governor, tnijjive 
that the lofs of their lives was nothing fo terrible to them as 
the violation of their laws j and Pilate, who expedled nothing 
lefj than fuch a paftive conflancy in that turbulent nation, 
was fo moved at it, that he at length granted their requeft, 
and ordered the ftandards to be removed out of their metro¬ 
polis 

But, as he feems to have been wholly bent upon mortify- Shields 
ing and fpiting ot the JewiJh nation, he foon refumed his confe- 
ufual courfe. A project came next into his head to fet up a crated ta 
number of (hiv.lds in the royal palace of Jerufalem, in honour 'I’iberius 

of Tiberius (C) } but which the Jews failed not, to refeni as ”P ** 

• tbe royal 

* Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 8. * Id. ibid. & antiq. ubi fupra, c. 4. palace. 


(C) This tranfaftion we have no mention of it. 
ftdm Pbih (a); Jojt^us makes 

(aj p, lo;3, & f]. 


an 



5*4 


*The Jews 
fetthon 
agmnjl 
them. 


Ca far et 
ders them 
to be i e- 
moved 

PilateV 
attempt to 
drain 
tbiir fa 
oed tiea- 
jury 


rb$ Hifiitryof the Jews: E jB[.J 

an indignity offered to them, rather than a compliment &> 
that emperor. He had, it is true, taken care that them 
ihould be no carved images upon them, that might give them 
offence , but the very infcription of them Avas, they thought, 
contrary to their law; othcrwife there was nothing more 
common both before and after the 'JnvtJh captivity, than for 
the JewiJJj monarchs to cover even the front of the temple 
with iu h ornaments, as the reader muff have often obferved 
through the courfe of their hiftory. TJie magiftrates, there¬ 
fore, of that metropolis, with the fons of Hetod (D) at their 
head, went to reprefent to him in the moft civil terms, that 
fuch a confecration was contrary to their Liavs, and to beg of 
him, that be would pav a greater regard to them. But their 
rtmonfttdiicts not being able to prevail with him, they im- 
med at ly withdrew, ..nd loon after lent x very prefling, but 
fubmilfive 1 vtci to Rome, which hid the dcliicd cffedl. Ti- 
biiius iinmt liatcly difpatcheil anothu to Ptlati, wherein he 
highly bhmt-d him for whit he h>J done, and ordeied him 
to remove the Ihiclda i ifo foiic other pla«.e ; which he ac¬ 
cording!) did, ami lent them to b** Imi g up at Ctpjarta 
Ills next pro|“i^t to vex tlu //-ri/i w i*-, to lind out lome 
fouLious prettnee lor drawing nioiuy out ol the licred tiea- 
lui\. 'IhiS was indeed the tnoft clfc.i5Hial way to touch them 
t) the qukk, next to t'lt rifli «1 the timplc , foi he knew 
but too Ws.ll th.ir iiu.t c hie «tti hment to thofe two places. 

Legat adCaium 


(D) Meaning piobxhly of ihf it to them, .xrd tl ey would im- 
\'\n. tlcfod tJI ititiit Whotho'c Jiihitd) dilpatdi a deputation 
fons wtie, our aiithor doth not to Pome to petition the empcior 
fill u but \\ may rtlionibl) igiinl^ it Thefc laft words 
fu, foh ti o nf ti I m to hue threw the gmtrnor into aflnnge 
b(tM Jl / // up , tLtnrcS of diknimi on the one hand, he 
Cal I ty 1 IS broth'i, dn •’di J i otliirg lo much as fuch 

me If ontd n huiu hi^liti, 1 jtii a otput tion, v Inch would m 
will n; cnou it thit nm« to II Id ehhood hy open all the 
cb’ge tin, ft I s 1 oilier inujuitits of his adminiflration : 
two nny have been probihly on the oth.i, if he complied 
lomeol hibgrandthilditn [low with their requell, in removing 
evir tint be, Pilate rcpulled tht fliitld', he not only gaye an 
turn with hi:> ufinl fcorn and adv.ntigc to a people he hated 
obihnxry, nil they ventured and delpifed, but expofed him- 
at length to idvife Jiim, not to ftlf to the refentment of the 
p iih th ngs fu fir, as to exxfpe emperor, whqf might probably 
rite the nation into an open re- look upon fuch a compliance as 
volt They added, that, if he an affionffo himfelf, and acom- 
had received any fuch command phment to the Jews, 
from Ctefai, he, need hut (hew 


• Tha 
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^ dThe plaufiblc pretext he chofe for it was, the bringing of an 
'.idquedufi, about two hundred furlongs off, ihto 'JnuftHem ; 
the expence of which he expected ihould be fupplied out of 
that facred depofitory, and demanded accordingly of them, 
that a tax fliould be levied upon it. However, as he knew 
that this would not fail to provoke the people into a mutiny, 
he took care to provide againft if, by caufing a number of his Caufts a 
foldiers to mix themfelves with the croud, with clubs hid un- neivin/ur- 
der their coats, to be ready upon a fignal to fall upon the mu- region. 
tineers. He was hardly (bated on his tribunal, before it was 
furrounded accordingly by a vaft concourfe of the jevus^ who 
came exclaiming againft his projetft, and where fome of the 
meaner fort, as is ufual in fuch mobs, acrompanied their cla¬ 
mours with bitter invectives againlt him. Pilate had not heard His htllijh 
them long, befoie he gave his men the (ignal, who im-waj* 
mediately fell on the "Jeivs with their clubs, wounded, 
lamed, and even killed many of them indifcriniinately, and 
dil^erfcd the rclt " (E). 

This w.Is the diimal ftatc of 'Judeea^ when the Saviour oiTke caufe$ 
the world made his fiift public appearance in his ininiftry ; <^/A^Jews 
mifcrably torn by ihcir inteftine broils ; oppreflbd with x\vii.iftjideHty 
heavy yoke of the Roman emperors, and of their more rapa- 
cious fubftitutes j divided into factions and feCls, which treated/'""'^^®** 
each other with greater rancour and inhumanity, than their 
Vijry opptefTors; deceived, and often led to their ruin by up- 
ftart demagogues, falfc prophets, and pretended Melliahs; 
and foothed and flattered to a degree of judicial infatuation, 
into ihe mtltakca notion of a fpcedy temporal deliverer, and 
of a glorious and lafting fccnc of conqueits, triumphs, and 
other earthly hap[iinefs, under his aufpicious reign : all which 
proved fo many nnincible obllaclcs to their embracing that 
falvatiori, which Chriil the true Aielliah came tofifibr to them, 
and made them lun into the: very jaws of tiiat deftruClion, 
which their rejection of him and his doCliine, joined to all 
their other impieties, foon brought upon them. Ail w'hich 

" Antiq. uL»; fupra. 


(E) ‘Joftphui doth not tell U5, 
whether Pilate went on with his 
deflgn i neither is it eafy to guefs 
, either from him, or from Phito, 
at what year of his government 
the three lait-fhentioned tranfac' 
tions happened. that can be 
gathered from the whole is, that 
he took all the pains he could 
to jnal^ it uneafy to them from 


the* bc’iunnhif!: to tlie end of it i 
and tliat the Jr-u/s were not be- 
hirid-hand with .him, either in 
oppofinghis defigns, oppreffions, 
and crucltit's, or in giving him 
frefh troubles by their tumults 
and feditions, in which every 
feCt joined to give an helping hand, 
though at ever fo great a vari¬ 
ance in othe||*p^;s. 





^tbt l^ofy of tie Jews. li; 

will be bell Teen by taking a Ihort view of the three laft year$ of 
his life ; of the irrefragable credentials he brought with hiin« 
and the obllmate and unreafonable oppofition they made againft 
him , of his love and tendcrneis towards them, and of their 
malice and ingratitude to him; of his irreproachable innocence^ 
and of their injullice in condemning him to death , and lallly, 
of the innumerable evidences given to them after his refur- 
reflion, of his being the true promifed Mcfllah, and of their 
invincible hardnefs and obllinacy in reje£ling him to the lall. 
We lhall therefore clofe the prefent ftcSl on with a Ihort ac¬ 
count of thofe three lafl fignal years of his life, and his dole¬ 
ful exit on the crofs , conhning ourfelvcs chiefly to fuch par¬ 
ticulars as have an immediate connection with the two main 
points m our view , the divinity of his miflion, and the juf- 
tice of the yews punifhment in the dellruClion of their city, 
temple, and comnionwcdth, and total difpcrfion of then na¬ 
tion, for their obflinate rejection of him and his doiSrme (b ). 


(F) Tt Will be perhaps objefled, 
that, m entering thus far into 
thofe two religious points, we go 
out of our limits as hiflorians, 
and that inftead of writing a con¬ 
tinuation of the hiflorv of the 
yen.vst we are going to prove the 
truth ofChriftianity againll them 
But let It, we pray, be conflder 
ed, that though this were the 
real cafe, the harm would not 
be great, and that, provided both 
points are kept going ilill hand 
in hand, and we do not fo fix 
our eye upon one, as to lofe light 
of the other, we ilill anfwer the 
two mam ends of hiflory, to 
make men wifer and better 
We fhould moreover be guilty 
of a flagrant injuflice to the in 
fatuated Jewst if we fhould neg- 
le£l fo fair an op^ ortunity of re¬ 
minding them of the fource of 
all their misfortunes, and point¬ 
ing out to them their only re¬ 
medy We have heretofore taken 
notice of a promife made to them 
by God, that though their fins 
had caufed thm tc be difperfed 
through the founo larters of 


world, yet, as foon as they were 
brought to an humble acknow- 
kgement and confeflion of them, 
he would gather them home again 
into their own land * 

Accordingly, before their trial 
difperflon, the longeft captivity 
they underwent wis but of fe- 
venty years, though ft was brought 
upon them by thehorridellcnmes, 
fuch as idolatry, muiders without 
number, facnleges of the blackefl 
nature committed by Manaffeb, 
and his wicked fucceflbrs; and 
yet they had this comfort in the 
midfl of their punifhment, that 
the fame prophets, who had fore¬ 
told their captivity, had likewife 
fet a period to it, and were fhll 
encouraging them to bear their 
chaftifement patiently, fince God 
would certainly put an happy 
end to It at the time prefixed. 

What crime can they then 
charge themfdves with of fb 
atrocious a nature, as to brine 
this more dreadful captivity or 
feventeen hundred years upon 
them, without one prophecy, or 
even comfortable glimpfe, when 
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It was now the thirtieth and l«ft jubilee fince its firft ce- Chtifiem- 
lebration in the land of Canaan o, when ChriH, in the thir ttrs imt» 

tieth »*««• 

* See before, vol. Hi. P-41. & (Cl)* LjSEr. ann. fub A.M. 

4010. his hie 30. 


they (hall fee an end to it ? T 
they know of any fuch fin, i\liy 
do they not confefs and acknow- 
lege It, and thereby put a period 
to their mifcry ’ for Goi>\ pro- 
niilc Hands ps fme now, aa U did 
three thouunJ \fars ago. 

Since then thev .irc ignorant 
of th’s grieiouj crime; Why 
ihould we make a dilhcilty to 
point It out to them, when we 
have fo fair an occafion offered ’ 
W'hy fliuuld we not tell them, 
that It was their putting the Mef- 
iiah to an unjuft .ind ignominious 
death ? whicli they aic lo far 
from not acknowleging, that they 
juftify and glory in it, and, by 
lb doing, muider him ftill in 
theTr hearts, as often as they 
tliink 01 fpeak of him, and io 
bccoriik partJikers of their an* 
ceitors guilt, as well a ptinilh 
ment. 

Again, The fcripture doth in 
fcveral placts, but more txpre fi> 
St Pau/ ^ 3 ), allure u , that there 
will be a time when they fh.ill 
be all recalled i and their ha\ mg 
continued folong unblended with 
other nations, nutwichlbindmg 
their difperfion thiough escry 
part of the habuablc globe, is 
a ftrong proof of it hor, wiiat- 
ever fuperficial heads may ima¬ 
gine, an impartial thinker wiH 
eafily obferve, that noining but 
a particular Providence could 
have kept them in that uiiniixed 
ftate which they have continued m 
thefe feventcen centuries, when 


he fees even in our own land a 
multitude of nations, in a much 
Icfs time, as much blended ai d. 
abforbed into one common name, 
as their bodies are into one com¬ 
mon ea'-th ; efpecnl’} when wc 
copftcicr by what weak fupports, 
or lather poor mean eiahons, 
their faith ard hopes have been 
kept up, ever fince they have 
feen all fcripture calcu ations, 
conceriiirg the time of the Mef- 
fiah, fo long elapfed ; to fay no 
thing of the many difrourage- 
tnents they have at one time or 
other met with from every na¬ 
tion urdcr heaven. 

We are afiurtd by the fame 
apofilc t f), that thi> recall of 
the YtLis will not be till after 
the fulnefs, or total converfion, 
of the gentiles. Were the for* 
mi r onti rightly apprifecl of thi*. 
It IS likely their veal in obftru^t- 
ing the one would lulcnfiblv 
abate, when the) faw, tiiat t wa- 
the fatal means of retarding the 
o hei 

W'^e may add, that fince the 
bell hiftot.ans have not thought. 
It out of their province to plunge 
into the deep abvfs of obfcurit),. 
to find out the caufis of the 
decay and fall of kingdoms 
and em| ires, but hive even en 
deavuuied to difcover them in 
certain aipefls of the heavenl . 
bodies tranfits of comets, and 
fuch-iike amufing dreams; mav 
we not much mote be al'owca i'f 
trace this remarkable one of th*^ 
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tieth year of bis age, came to preach a more glorlouii zM zc* 
ceptaMc one, not to the Jiwi^ nation'only, but to #wt*" 
whole world. I'he yeivijh was ufualiy uthered in by the’found* 
of trumpets, the new Chriftian one by the voice of one cry- 
in>i 111 the wi dernefs. Prepare ye the ivay of the Lord, and fo 
on p. This was the miraculous ion of Zecharias, a prieif, 
prophet, and forerunner of the Meffiih, who having left the 
w ilrierncfs, where he had fpent his younger days, came now 
to preuch repent nee, and the kingdom of the Meffiah, in 
thefiftccnti year of Tilei’.us^ and in the high-p'ielthood of 
Year of fofeph lurnamed Caiphas^ mentioned a little higher. The 
[thrill 30. auUcrity of his life (G), and the newnefs of his dodtrinc, drew 
daily gi eat nuinbeis oj fews to be baptized by him in the 
ferdat/y fuppofing him to be the JMcffiah ; but he quickly 
dirciaiiiKd that glorious title, airuniig them that he was only 
Lnt aa h'S picturfor, and to point him out to them, as the 
pi if >11 who Was to baptize them with the il'ily Ciliofl. Jefus 

r Cenf Ifa»ahxl. x, 2, 3 1 \. 1, S. fcq. Lee. iii. 2, &fcq. iv. ig. 


7 eiv. und^r the concijfl of fiich 
int.illib!e giiide', as the Smptiire 
and hilfory aflfoid us > All which 
will be beft Len, when wt come 
to compaie Chi.it's ptophecixs 
againjf tluit uiimappy people, and 
the wondCiful accompli 111 ment of 
them, as wc h.ivc k related bv 
one of the bed hiAoiur.s ot their 
own nation. 

(G) Hisdrefs and manner of 
living, feem to Inie Lrm the 
f-me with the aniient piophecs, 
of wliom wc have fpolccn in a 
former volume (^). His food 
w.as wild honey and locufis. Wc 
h ive h id occafnn to mentio.n 
both in a former volume, efpe- 
cially the 1 it-cr, whicn a mo- 
d'rn travellci hath fanficd to 
)i ve been the mfeef which the 
Jjmelitei were liippl''’d with in- 
i.ead of quaffs, they being a 
wholfoiiie and agreeable food 
much ufed in iome paits of 


and (6', and are alfo al¬ 
lowed by the Cf'- tfzca/ law (7). 

Aichbiihop Op^er luppofes, 
vkhgieat piobab'dity, that this 
pieichcr of lepcntance began his 
nvn.liiy on the grand fall, or.px- 
pntion diy, of which frequent 
mention has been made in this 
hiflory, It being inj6incd to every 
to fail, and afRi£f their 
fo'ils on that day, under the pe¬ 
nalty of being cut off frona his 
people. 'J'his day fell, as we 
Live tlfcvt here obferved (8), oil 
the ti.nth day of the feventh 
month, called TV/'W, anfwering 
rn .nhout the nineteenth of our 
O dj^/er ; and on th.it folcmnity 
the jubilee was to be proclaimed 
through all the land (g) : upon 
both tvhich accounts no time 
could be more proper to begin 
Ihc woik of proclaiming the 
more fplritual and univerfal ju¬ 
bilee, which was now at hand. 


G) y /. ni. C (G) Ihid, p. 399, {QJ. Vii. ^ Muttg, 

ill. 4- (7j /..'II. XI. 21, fy’ fa, (ZJ Vol, iii. p. 44, IS frf. 

\^o) Ibid. XKXV. g. Yti. l/Jfti fitb jl M 
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to the place Tckmi after to be baptized among 
reft i and /^bv in ^n humble guife excufed himfelf from 
that high office ; but, being at length prevailed on to go into 
the mer with him, upon their coming out of the water, the 
Holy Ghoft vifibly dtlcendcd, and lighted upon him, whilft 
a voice was heard from heaven, faying, is my hlovid 
S$ny tn whom I am wdl plea fed < 1 . Whtrtupon the baptift 
took that oppoitunity to manifefl; him to all thit were mani- 

prefent, and to bear this ample teftimony of him, that h 

Was the very Chrift, and the Lamb of God, who was to take Jo"®* 
away the fin of the world ^ 

As yohn continued baptiving and preaching in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Bcthabara (H), a greit concour/e of people 
flocked to him from all pirts, efpec ally m their return home¬ 
wards from yerujalem, where they had been eelebtatmg the 
feafl of tabernaclcb, which fell out about the beginning of 
November^. Among them was a great number of the pha^- 
nfaic fed, whom he feverely rebuked upon feveral accounts, 
particularly on their pretended privilege of being AhyahartC^ 
poflenty , afluring them at the fame time, that as long as 
their lives were fo opp ifite to that of their glorious progeni¬ 
tor, they mufl exped to be caff, like the chafl, into the hre, 

^ Matth 111 13, & feq Luc 111 aiy&fcq ^ lid ibid, 

& Joh.i. 29, & feq. » Vol 111 p 26, & feq 

(H) So called from the flif- came accordingly to the baptifl, 
hri<w , betb habaiaht to inquire what kind of repent- 

tbe houfe of pafTng ovei, or ance was proper for men 0/their 
Jferry-houfej fuppoled by feme to profcfiion 1 and were anlwered, 
have had that name from the they Ihould exaA no more than 
paflage of the Ijtaehtes over their due (1) to the foldiers, 

Jordan j but whether fo or who are ufually fel to guard 
not, Its name Oicws it to have fuch averuis, he forbid ufing 
been probably fome great ferry. Violence, fdie accufations, extor> 
and fo very convenieur, not only flon, Lir to the reft, who, on 
dor baptizing, but on account of theiaine Aippoficion, dei^t in the 
the concourfe of people at fuch mercantile wa), he injoined Iike- 
piaces for receiving tiie toll wile a pndice oppofite to that 

Bttt the word both baba}ah common one 1 th it is, liberality, 
alfo, and perhaps more holpitnhty, chantjj, vJc inftead 
pre^erfy, tranriited a cuftom-* of covetoufnefs, fiaud, { 7 c Thus 
ai ffie officers of it, whom was he fulfilling what was fore- 
publicans, were called told of old (2), Every valUyfltali 
hefhalf kahabarah, he filled^ every mountain itveledf 
of the CU. &c. 

■ ftoffls I many of whom 
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tf tht Jim- 

vbilft God could raife a pofterity to the fathejr of (ije 
out of the very fiones they were trampling upon* 
year was born to ^erad Agrtppa^ the fon of Jrijiabutus^ a ihn 
named aifo Agripp , who was the laft king of the Jewty 9fKi 
before whom St. Paul was allowed to plead his cauK $ and on 


the next year was his fitter Bertnice born, who was alfo pre- 
fent at the tryal % file being fixteen, and her brother feven* 
teen years of age, when their father died 

John the baptift having given fuch an ample tettimony to 
the Saviour of the world, the two firft that became hi$ follow^ 


Chrtjl ers, were two of his own difciples ; to wit, Andrew the fon of 
tailsJhma *Janah^ and Btmon his brother, to whom he gave the fur- 
itfeipUe, name of Cephas, or Stone. On the next day, as he was re¬ 
turning to Nazareth, he called Philip to follow him j and 
this went and gave notice of him to an honett Iftaehte, named 
Nathanael, who is generally believed to be the fame, who is 
by the other evangehtts caWcA Bm tholo-rnu •, afiunng him, 
that they had found the promifcd Mciliah, namely JeJus of 
Nazareth. Nathanael*^ mean opinion of that city, and of 


the whole Gahlaan region, could fcarctly permit him, at the 
firft news, to believe that any thing fo good as a prophet, 
inuch Ief> the Mettiah, could come fiom fuch a mean quarter. 
He was however foon undeceived, when yefus' told him fome 
of the private difcourfe which Phthp and he had had together 
under a fig-tree, far enough out of his hearing. Thefe /wo, 
therefore, and fomc others, followed him into Galilee, where 


they were all invited to a poor couple’s wedding. Here the 
wine beginning to fail, yefus's mother, who wis one of the 
guetts, acquainted him with it (I); who arofe loon after, and. 


oi 


* A£ls XXV 13, & feq “ Vid. antiq 1 xviii. c. 7. xix. 

c ult. UssER fub A M. 4030. &feq. See alfo a little higher, 
p 44^, in iin not. (N). 

(I) The anfwer which ours, fible, that extraordinary worfliip, 
and ffloft other verfions, make which he foreiaw his followers 
jiim, who was to be the pattern would in time pay to her, and 
of all perfeflion, return to his the like, 
mother on this occafion, has given Whereas a learned critic of 
juft offence to all fciious readers; .our own (3) has lately )Wbved, 
notwithilandmg the fpecious glof- beyond all contradifHoa, fhattho 
fes which commentators have put words, if rightly rendered, 
upon It, fuch as that he exprefled full of the aeepw fifils| Irei^lilk J 
himfelf to her in thofe contemp* for the word y i 
tuoos tifrms, to prevent, if pof- far firojn being a ptifm or ; 

V 

($J Mlash>u feertd tlsfffl vin^e, ' ' f? 

#w¥p»# 





or «jffl(»affiDn, minculoufly fuelled them with a ff/i firfl 

fuAcient quantity. This wonderful change of fuch mtracU «/ 
'ji? quantity of Water into excellent wine, filled the comp my Cana, 
with admiration, ahd further Confirmed his new difciples, 
that he really was, what they thou^thim,. the true Meiliah. 

From Cana he went to Capernaum^ a fmall city on the well 
fhore of the lake Gtnne%artth, where we (hall often find him 
in the fequel; and where he made but a Ihort flay, at ihis 
time, by reafon of the approaching feafi of the paflbvcr, to which 
he repaired with his difciples, it being the firll fcllival of that 
kind he celebrated lince bis entrance into his minillry 

Upon his coming to the temple, he found it crouded with fhetmplt 
people that fold cattle, poultry, and other fuch things as '^tx^profanid^ 
ufed in the ‘JcwiJh offerings, and had been fet up there for 
the convenience of thofe that came from far to the fcafts, and 
bought them on the fpot, rather than bring them from their 
homes. This had IiJcewife introduced a number of money¬ 
changers for the ufe of thofe who brought foreign coin inflead 
of vu^ims, and whofe tables and trade were equally a profana¬ 
tion of that facred place. It is likely, that ihc priefts, who 
might and ought to have made them keep their fidls and 
compters at a greater diflance, made a perquifite of their in¬ 
dulgence, ahd confequently aggravated the abufe. Againft Chrlji 
them, therefore, Chrifl chofe to exert the firft cira3's of his dnnjts the 
authority and zeal, by tuining them all out of that facred tradt'^s 
building, after a fevere reproof for their mercantile profana-Z'®”* 
tion of it (K). In the mean time he did not omit giving 

• them 


John ii. 13, & fcq. 


tempt, as it founds in our lan¬ 
guage, that he has proved it 
from the beft authors to have 
been given even to queens. We 
may fay the fame thing of the 
word 71 ( 1 ^ >1, ifiab, in the He^ 
which is uf^ in the fame 
r^ipe^ul ienfe by the Js^s. 

^ for the phrafe which is 
tbjte^tiendcred, What have I Jo 
Afirt / it is well known 
tf hoAMeihw idiom, which im- 
i^inb thaui, What is it 

<> * « * h 

(4) ^ 4 * aperelM hzSamf xU. a*. 

tit 



(K) But, whilll his difciplee 
admired his veal for the houfe 
of God, fo worthy of the Ion 
of Da-vtdf the diflatiblied yev.s 
were queftioning and demanding 
the figns of hi;i authority; and 
received this remarkable anfwer 
from him, that they fhould de- 
firoy this temple, meaning that 
of his body, and he would ratfe 
it up in three days. It was upon 
this occafion that they, mifiakmg 
his meaning, reminded him of 
the forty-aim-hx years it had been 

1 Kiogs xvii. y"' & altk, Le Stent's 
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5ja fbe Hijiory of the ' rl|^ 

them many other pregnant proofs of his divine n^ifBon,' in tfiar 
many miracles which he did before them, and which fiill iiH^‘ 
creafed the number of his difciples } but he, who knew their, 
hearts, cafily j idged that many of them would foon turn 
their Iv.cks upon him, efpecially when the fanhedrin and the 
phanfiic ft<fl came to denounce their fcntence of excommu¬ 
nication againil them (L). However, though that fedt was 

the 


building i of W'hich we took no¬ 
tice a little higher. His difciples, 
however, underilood him much 
better after he was riftn from 
the dead (5). 

(L) It is doub-rlefs a matter 
of great wonder, how the yenvs 
could fee fuch a vaft number and 
variety of miracles wrought by 
Chrlilon th’c lick, halt, maimed, 
deaf, dumb, blind, p.ar:i]ytic, lu¬ 
natic, demoniac, and other ob- 
jedls of pity, and yet believe 
him a falfc prophet, a deceiver, 
or any thing rather than a perfon 
fent from God : how they could 
fee him give fight to thofe that 
were born blind, life to otic that 
had lain four days corrupting in 
the grave, feed fo many thou- 
fands with a few loaves and filhcs,^ 
ilill the winds and feas by his 
fingle word ; and in fine, to dif- 
play, as it were, his Irrefiltiblc 
power over the univerfal crea¬ 
tion ; and yet either condemn 
him as a cheat, or be ever eiking 
for fome fuithor and more con- 
viiicirg fign of his being the 
A-kiluh (6). 

We have alreadyaccountcd, in 
part, fur tins ftrangc proceeding, 
in the detail we gave of their 
feveral fedlsj whofe tenets, being 
for the mod part diametrically 
oppofite to thedoflrine and fpirit 
, 'of the gofpel, proved fo ftrong 
an obllacic againft it, as few were 


able to furmount. To this wc 
may add, that Chrift, choofing 
the fabbath-day for working the 
major part of thofe miracles, 
gave them dill a greater offence ; 
their fuperllitious prejudices mak¬ 
ing them look upon even fuch 
works of mercy to be a violation 
of that holy day, notwithftand- 
ing all he could urge to the con¬ 
trary ; a flagrant inftance of 
which wc have in the cure of 
the man born blind, in the chap¬ 
ter laft quoted out of St. yo/ha. 

But what mod helped to con¬ 
firm them in this abfurd judgment 
of him, was a paflage in Deutr*-o- 
nomy {7), which, rightly under- 
dood, is only a prudent caution 
againd tlieir being' drawn afide 
by falfe prophets, and pretended 
wonder-workers ; but which they 
did, and dill do underdand to 
this day, fo literally, and con¬ 
trary to the plain dofign of the 
lawgiver, as to infer a poffibi- 
lity of a man’s working many 
and great miracles, either by the 
help of the devil, by magic, OT' 
other means, and without any 
other view, but that of with¬ 
drawing people from the feryice 
of God. 

Now, when men are'onte. 
prepofTefTed with fuch an abftud 
notion, what miracles eap any 
perfon work, that may .nqc tfU; 
reduced under that daft, 


(0 JhnW. iS, 
(7) Cb, juii« I, 


(6) VU, int. at. John vi. i, «<f..30< 

have 



' ■' ' T$& ff06fy ef tht JcWs.' 

the mioft. inveterate agaihft him', we fliall find fome of them 
of a more upright temper, who, in-tking a more equltahle 
. iudgment of his miracles and doctrine, came to be inilru^led 
oy him, and became his difciples, though privately, and for 
fear of their unbelieving brethren *. 

Among thefe was one Nicodemm^ a venerable ruler, who, 
rightly concluding that fuch fiupeudous works could nut be 

^ John ii. 23, ad fn. 


have any diflike either to his 
perfon or doftrinc, or can find 
any plaufibte objedion tigainfl 
his manner of working them ? 
All which concurred here againll 
thole of our Saviour, and were, 
upon thole accounts, rejetted by 
the generality of the 'Jcivs, even 
to this day, as wc hinted above. 
Accordingly, they are fo far from 
denying him to luve clone great 
and fignal miracles, that they 
have invented the moft llupid 
llorics to psuve, tliac he did 
them cither by magic, which 
th^ fay he learned in or 

by*^ing privately into the tem¬ 
ple, and Healing thence the in- 
eflable iv'anuj of God, by virtue 
of whicli he could perform all 
thofc great wonders; and many 
more fuch (liameful and childilli 
evafions, the bare mentioning of 
which is a fulficient confutation 
pf them. Thofe that defire to 
know more of this JcvjiJfj trafh, 
may confult, among others the 
book intituled fepher tholedoth 
Jefuf or the hiftory or book of 
the generations of jefus^ and 
fome others, which the reader 
njjlg^nd in the margin (8). 

. ;,^We omit here fome other Hill 
ibore abfurd as well as impious 

M notions, which we in- 
0 our firft edition, merely 
tp:m>0&'the ignorance, malice. 


and judicial blindncf, of thole 
learned rabbie-, but which we 
find give rather offence to fome 
pious but weak minds. But, 
upon the whole, if we confider 
the v-ill lupcrllition Inch then 
reigned among the 'Je^Jis ; how 
addicted they vi'erc to allrology ; 
wJiat llrangc power they attri¬ 
buted to the heavenly bodies, or 
rather to tlie angels which pre- 
Tided in each of them ; what 
prodigies they tl.ought might be 
done by the right cvoc.it?r*n of 
them ; what fupcinatural cflicacy 
they alVribed to the right pro¬ 
nunciation of die Name of God ; 
how extenfive tiu-y fnppofed the 
power of magic lo lie; and that 
It was nor only lawful, iiut ne- 
ccfliry, to lealn it in oiu’s own 
defence; and lallly, that ihofe 
were not the notions of a i'niall 
number, but of the w'hole na¬ 
tion, except perhaps fome lew 
inorcjudicious and unprejudiced ; 
fuch as was 'Nicojtmus, and fome 
utiicrs, whom we fhall mention 
in the fecjuci, and who made 
a more impartial judgment of 
Chrill's miracles ; wc need noC 
wonder, that the reft, who neither 
liked his ptrfbnf cJura(der, nof 
doifrinc, lliould attribute thofe 
ftupendous works to any other 
caufe, than to the power and 
finger of Qop. 


( 8 ) Hah. Cedaliab Sbalft>eltth Uaccabala^ pMttfz. 
JBfa pier. 7x maeb David, & at. malt. 
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nought without the Divine affiftance, and in cotiffimil^C^^iN^ 
fome^new fignal do^irine, fuch as the thinking part they^raur 
Nicode* expe6):ed the Mefliah to bring with him, came privately one 
mas tnmet night to have a conference with 'him about it. y^fuSy 
t 9 Cbrift took a fingular delight to encourage Wh fincere inquirers 
h and knew him to be a do6ior of the law, immediately enter- 

tained him with the main and grand point of regeneration, 
without which he aflured him it was impoflible for a man to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. He exprefled hTinfelf, 
moreover, in fuch terms as he might have juftly expected to 
be well undcrAood by him, by comparing it to a new birth, 
fuch as the y^ws affirmed to be that of their new profelytes ; 
concerning which the reader may fee what we have faid in a 
former volume IJut NundernuSy better verfed, perhaps, in 
the reigning difputes of his and the other feiSls, than with 
fuch fundamentals of moral divinity, as had been quite fwal- 
lowed up by the prefent polemic contagion, feemed wholly at 
a lofs how to underftand it. Our Saviour, therefore, having 
given him a further explication of that heavenly dodrine, 
requefted of him to embrace it upon his own authority for the 
prefent, affiiring hiiQ, that it was one mam purport of his 
coming down horn heaven, to teach it to mankind. He 
added, that the miracles which he had feen him work, fhould 
not bt the only proof he would give men of his divine mtffion, 
fmee they fliouIJ fee him fhortly lay down his life in confirma¬ 
tion of It; and, in fo doing, fulfil all the prophecies and types 
of the Old Tijiamenty and the decrees of the divine love and* 
providence, by dying a ranfom for the redemption qf mankind*. 
And therefore he juftly concluded, that if men receive not 
his divine teflimony, but will (hut their eyes to that marvelous 
faving light which he has brought into the world, it is be- 
caufe their evil deeds, which are manifefted and reproved by 
it, make them prefer their own darknefs ; and this it is which 
aggravates their guilt, and will hereafter their fad punifh- 
ment (M). Ntcodemus, who felt the force of all thefc truths, 

became 


Surpri/ed 
at his do' 
&rim* 


f Vid tnt al Markx. 2f. ^ Vol. iii p. ii8, & feq. (M), 

* John iii. 11, & feq. Ibid. ver. 19, & feq. 


(M) We have cot *ented our- 
felves to give the bare fubftance 
of this divine colloquy, which 
contains indeed the quintelTencc 
of Chriilianify ; to wit, the re¬ 
demption of the world by the 
death of Chrift, and the reform¬ 
ation of mankiiKk'by thedlielp 

t 


of this new light, whidl||piife 
brought down to them, 
light, upon due attention, ncfc 
only to thu difcourfem the 
tP ruler, but on the tn%nr of 
the whole gofpel, will Ks 
confift in thefe three particulars:' 
i&. That he came to teach 

oa 

*» 



• '■ ' JewK 

|)l|eat»^h}i iltrciple from tha^vefX night, but without daring Caaverfet 
to make open profeffion of it, for fear of the Jetvs. How- h him. 
ever, when their fanhedrin was once plotting to put him to iia ifa- 

death, he had the courage to oppofe it , and when they had/^^^ 

Cbrifi. 

* John vii. 50. 


ns a more petfe£i role of life 
than homan reafon could, by its 
own unafiilltd Arengch, ever dif- 
cover. For, whatever fome fin- 
guinc men may imagmeconcein- 
ing the iuiEciency of that faculty, 
an impartial review of the world, 
and of the mofl polite pirts of 
It, bcfoie the ficrcd wntingo of 
Mf/es and the prophets were pub- 
liOied in other more known lan¬ 
guages, will eafily confute that 
fond conceit 

adly, He came to communi¬ 
cate a fupenor degree of ftrength 
to our corrupt nature, without 
which the lehons of that divine 
mafler would Have been loA upon 
the far greater part of mankind , 
whslA, like perfons infe<Acd with 
cuticular difeafes, they would Aill 
have preferred the pleafure of 
fcratching to* the beneht of a 
cure. And therefore, to enforce 
the obfervation of this new ru^e 
of life, without which man 
could not be happy, either here or 
hereafter, and to nuke him ac¬ 
cept of, and feek foi, that divine 
affiftance, which alone could en¬ 
able him to live up to u , 

He was, jdly, to enforce it 
by the worthieft and molt power¬ 
ful motive^, the rewards and pu- 
nKbments of another life, both 
he has fet before us in 
ftron^ft light, that thoft, 
who cottia not be allured to the 
virtues of his gofpel by the beau- 
leoWl profpeA of the one> might 
s.t letft be frighted into it by the 


dreadful apprehenfion of the o- 
then All which is Aill more 
ftrongly enfoiced upon us from 
a due confidcration, that he, who 
belt knew the value of that im¬ 
mortal life, which he came to 
reveal, thought not his life too 
dear a price to purchafe it for os. 

On this maniftllation of the 
love of God to us, is founded 
our lo\ e to him as our fovereign 
blifs ard benefadtor, and of our 
neighbour, as partakers with us 
of the fame divine favour Nor 
is the fear of his punifhments, 
low and bafe, as it may feem ac 
hrA, Icfs conducive to it For 
how can a man be really frighted 
out of the paths of fin and pu- 
nilhment into ihofe of virtue and 
reward, without feeling a fecret 
love and gratitude towards his 
gracious deliverer, infenfibly kin¬ 
dled in his heart, and rifing bv 
degrees into moA pungent re- 
morfe for his pail lollies, and into 
the mo A fei vent dehres of pleafing 
him for the future ? 

Now the foundation of all this 
muA bt laid on fuch a AedfaA 
faith as CbriA fpeiks of to Mca- 
^em«r (g), gioundedon thofe ir- 
refrigable credentials which he 
brought witn him, iuch as the 
many and plain prophecies con¬ 
cerning him, his innumerable mi* 
racies, his refurredhoo, effiifion 
of his Holy Spiric, and feveral 
other concomitant evidences, 
which will ft^rthet appear m the 
frquel. 


fgjl Jolvt 111. 
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really crucified him, he, and Jofe^ of Jrimathta^ another 
JiwiJh ruler, were the only two or that high rank who joined 
to give him an honourable burial 
j; Fsus left Jerufalem foon after to go into the other parts 
comes into of Judaa, where he fet his difciples on baptizing thofe who 
Judtea. received his do£liine. This brought on a difpute between 
them, and thofe of the baptid, who was not yet call: into 
prifoM, but wa& flill baptizing a little higher on the Jordan^ 
in the n lijhbourhood of 8al,m and Oenon, more towards Ga^ 
Year of hlee . Tnc diiFtrencc between them, being about Jufus’s 
Chrift 31 making a gi eater number of profelytes than yohn^ wis referred 
to the latter, who quickly decided it in favoui of the former, 
adding thir^to this noblt teftimony of him, that he was from 
heaven, and was ab vc all, and teft hed the truths he had 
feen and heard ; to that thofe who received his teftimonv, 
did itt to thtir fcdl, that G id is true ; whereas thofe who rt- 
je 61 It, make him a l\ar, and are thercloie obnoxious to his 
divine difpleafure, uhillt thi.) continue in their unbelief' (N). 
Soon a(te*r this, John\ f o (fliiy having raifcd him 

to the efteim, not only of all the‘//4e», biircvtn of Hisod 
jdntipas^ the ib 11 tetnreb of GdhuL , thi'^ Ia(t often took 
pie dure in him g and .ulv ding with him t f >r a tune , till 
having ventured to ttki Hoolias^ his brother/*<6////»’s wde*, 
to his b d, he received Ij miny fevere rcproois fr^im that 
holv perfon for his met it, that he at laft caufed him to be 
fobn r/»# thiownintoa pnlo/i, when he foon after ordered him to*be 
^apttft he beheaded, thiojgli the htJlifh intrigues of that inceltuous 
btaded /y hdy, and, toallappt uan e, much againft his own,will The 
Herod, occ ifio 1 of this unlawful marriage the reader may fee in the 
note (Oj. 

All 


** John xit 39 ® Dc his vid vol 11 p 454. f John lii. 

22, ad fin. * Mark \ 11 20 * Ibid Vid &Mat. xiv. 1, 

& icq. 


(N) Since the bare light of 
reafon alTures us, that the nature 
of Goo lb incomprehe ifible, ic 
follows, that he cannot make 
any revelation of h .nielf to us, 
but what muft ihciude m) ilerious 
truths vallly above our reafon ; 
and that it muft confequencly be 
a itrange perverfenefs in man tq 
reje£f them upon that account, 
when they come attelled to os 
l^uh the feai of ht^ea»for thac 


lo, in fadt, to give the lye to eter- 
ml truth; whereas the belief 
of them, being only an open 
acknowlegement that Goo is true, 
cannot but be the moil reafoiiible 
as well as acceptable facriiice we 
can make to him of that Acuity. 

(O) Herodt whofe firft wife 
was the daughter of jiretas Idhg 
of Arabia^ was iince Alien in 
love with that of his brother 
PbiHpt whom lie had feen at his 

faAlCi 
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Afrit while Jefus continued preaching in GaltUe^ end 
wdrkutg To many hngular miracles, that the fame of it came 
to the baptift in hi$ confinement. Johriy therefore, Tuppofing 
his own death to be near at hand, as he had formerly foretold 
it, Tent two of his followers to inqu re of him, whether he 
was the expe£ited Meffiah, not fo much for his own fatif* 
faction, as for that of his difciples. They came opportunely 
to him, whilft he was hedliiig a number of Tick, halt, maim¬ 
ed, and blind , fo that he only bid them return, and acquaint 
their inaflci with what they had ften, leaving it to him to 
exphin the matter to them. Hetodtas had, in the mean time, 
tried in vain to perfuadc the king to difpatch the baptift ; his 
fear of the people, who looked upon him as an extiaordinary 


caftle, where he had Hopped fome 
da) s m his journey to Rorre He- 
roitas w as the d lughter of tjlo 
hulus, and grind daughter of He- 
iedtht (jteat, a« Ins been hinted 
in a foimer note Iluod made 
no diHiculty to difcovei his paf 
£on, and to propofe mirr) ng 
her, to which Hie > onH nted, upon 
condition that he dtvoiced his Hrft 
Wife 1 his laH, having leceived 
fomc information of her hufbind’s 
Sefign, wiftiv corcc.Iedher re 
fentment , and, hiiing obtained 
his periiiiilion to retire for fbme 
time to the caHle of Maihiftony 
which was then in hei fithci s 
hands, flie, mile id oi going thi 
ther, made all the hafU Ihe could 
to the Atabtan couit, wheie, 
being at length arrived, ihe ac 
quaitited the king with the wiioie 
intrigue 

This caufed a rupture between 
Herod and Aretas, which ended 
in a war, which lallid till the 
death of hhenui, four ye irs after 
cf^ir falling out thus 

of hw wife without a divorce, 
made no fcruple to marry his 
£l!ter*iii>law, though Iht had chil 
dreaby his brother Phthp, which 
V 9 S contrary to the Mojatc law 

(i) Aotip 


John the baptift was not the only 
perfon who condemned that mar- 
ritigc as incettuous the whole 
n ition ventured to cry out againft 
It , but, as his character gave 
him a freer accefs to the court, 
he had the courage to reprove 
both the king, and his paramour, 
in the ftverert teims Hetodtas^ 

* being at length ftung to the quick 
with his frequent reproaches of 
inceft, and of her inHdelicy to 
Pht/ipf refeh ed to ruin him, and 
eafil) pcifuaded 

cail him into pnfon Hia pretence 
for It, accord ng to Jofephus (i', 
was his drawing fuch multitudes 
after him to be baptized ; but 
the tiuc reaion wis that given 
by the evangeliH's above quoted, 
nimciy, his and He/odias\ re- 
fentment 

i he pi ice where he confined 
him, i» I ot n entioned by the 
eiarigeliH, hut Jj/tphut telU Ui 
It vva<. the ciflle of Tuacheerom % 
tlinugh he Ihould have told US 
how It ramc lo foon again into 
his poiliHion, after he had juft 
hinted before, that it belonged 
to the Atabtan kng. But it is 
not unlikely, that he regained it 
from him after their rupture* 

/. xvm, f. 7* „ 


prophet, 



^ Wjhry if Jfewt,' ^ 

C het, had hitherto outweighed hta bafe conjplatrafice to he#'. 
, ihe Toon after GompiiTcd that by her helli^ policy, which 

dtas*jr htl- her perAiafions had not been able to do. Herod*^ birth'^day 
Ufi> pokey, being celebrated with fuitable folemnitv before a number of 
his head officers, and other pt-rfons of diftintftion j flie took the 
opportunity, when they were in the height of their mirth, 
and the king moil probably heated with wine, to fend her 
Salome daughter Salome to dance before him ; and fhe performed her 
Jtmees he- part fo well, that he promifed with an oath to gratify her in 
fore He- whatever Ihe ihould aik of him, even to the halt of his king- 

fod. dom. This was Hcrodias was wnting for, and for 

which (he had given her inllruiflions to her daughter; lo that 
/fcr tbe young princefs, taking the king at his word, ddiicd the 

refuejl. ^ bead of the baptiil to be given her inilantly m a charger. 

Herod^ furpnfed at her demand, exprellcd no fmail concern 
at it, whether out of refpeil to thit holv perfoii, or the fear 
of a tumult. Bur, at length, the coniidcration of his oadi, 
and of his gueils, having turned the f.ale, ho ordeied an exe¬ 
cutioner to go and perform her bloody rcf|ucft ; which being 
done accordingly, his difciplts, upon hearing of it, came to 
take away the reft of bis body, and gave it an Iionourable 
burial (P). 

We return to jefus Chrift, who upon the news of yohn*s 
imprifonment on account of the great number of difciples 
tliat followed him, began, it is likely, to fear, left PilaU 

(P) Thus fell that great good he would with them), that Herod^ 
man, and more than a prophet, not knowing how far the repu- 
according to his own prediftioa tation of a man of his ipirit 
(2}; of whom Jafephus^ m the might influence the people co¬ 
place above quoted, gives us the ward a rev'olt, refolved at length 
following charader : That his to take him off before it was too 
whole crime was his exhorting late, fsf c. He adds, that Herod 
the Jews to the love and practice was very unfuccefbful in his war 
of virtue; and, flrft of ill, to with king; all which 

piety, jultice, and regeneration, the fews looked upon as a juft 
or newnefs of life ; not by the judgment of God upon him for 
bare abflinence from this or that that impious murder. An an- 
particular fin, but by an habitual tient father tells us (3) farther, 
parity of mind and body that, when Heredias received tho 

Now, continues h , fo great baptifl's head from her daughte|, 
was the credit and authority of ibe pierced his tongue with 0 
this holy man, as appears by the bodkin, and fhewed it fome other 
multitude of his dikinlcs, and indignities, fuch as one may eafily 
the veneration they had for his fuppofe from a perfon of her 
^oflrine (ffir he could do what loofe charaftcr. 

{ 3) //iV'f'j >v, f,//, jRw/fc, 






(hould 



‘ sift 

^uid tsdea ibme umbrage at bun upon the fame accoubf. 

For there'came, as we obferved a little higher, rather a greater a 

refort of people to be baptized by his difciples { for himfelf, 
the evangelift allures us, baptized none. This made him, there- JeJm got^ 
fore, yudaa, after a ftay of about eight months i, and pm Ju- . 
depart for Ualilee ; where pacing through Samaria^ he con- daea into 
verted the woman, and afterwards the inhabitants of Sicheniy Galilee, 
or, as theyews, by way of reproach called it, which 

fignifies drunks according to the phrafe of the prophet, who 
calls the rebellious tht Jhtcore Ephraim^ the (jrunkards 

of Ephraim •. After a few days ftay at that place, he went 
on into Galilee^ where he was well received bv the Gnhl^anSy 
who had feen his late miracles at 'Jirufalcm at the laft palT- 
over, and preached in their fynagogues. Wlnlft he was at 
Cana, the place where he had turned water into wine, a 
nobleman came about a day’s journey to him, befceching him, fhe nohk^ 
that he would come down and heal a fon ot his, who was at man's fast 
the point ol death j and cxprcfled bimfclf in fuch zealous 
terms, as fufficiently tefti£ed the fincerity of his faith. Jefus 
therefore, unto whom it was equally eafy to heal at a dillance, 
or at a grcatei nearnefs, dirmifled him with thefc words : Ga 
thy way ; thy fon hveth. He obeyed ; and, upon his inquiring 
of his feivants at his return, found that he bad begun to re¬ 
cover from’ the very minute in which the promife was come 


out of Jefus’s mouth : fo he, and his whole family, believed on 
him n>. He went from thence into his old city of Nazareth j Defpi/ei 
and, being entered one fabbath-day into their fynagogue, where hthe Na- 
the leflbntof Ifaiah " was given him to read, in which there 
is a lively defeription of the MeiHah’s preaching the gofpel, 
and of his confirming it with many godlike miracles of mercy, 
he expounded it of himfelf, with fuch powerful and majeftic 
grace, as raifed the admiration of the whole audience. "R^itElis/ensere 
foir.e of them being offended at his extraordinary wifdom, 
whom they knew to have had fo mean an education among 
them, he reminded them of feveral other cities in yudauj, 

.ahd of many perfons in Ifrael, who had rendered themfelves 
unworthy of the divine favours by the like unfeafonable par¬ 
tiality. ihis reproof was fo highly refented by ihc Nazarites^ 

|hat they ruflied upon him with one confent, and hurried him 
IP the brow of the hill, on which their city was built, with 
i*de%n to havecaft him .headlong down $ but he, flipping 
Ihrough the croud, efcaped their malice, and went to dwea and e/tape 
at Capernaum, a city fituate on the coafts of Zebulun and Aom their 

fury. 


* Vid. UssEa. aan. fab A. M. 4034. ^ Johniv. paC See 

alfo vol. ii. p. 463, fub not. ‘ Ifaiah xxviii. t . <" John ub. fup. 
>er. 46, ad£n. Ifaiah Ixi. i. Yid. Lukeiv. 16, & feq. 

'• Nephtalim } 



540 ^ki Uifery of th ‘ If.» 

Nepbtalbn ; and preached among them, according to anothef 
oracle out of the fame prophet importing, that thofe re¬ 
gions of Galilee thould in time be called from their native 
Jl dme- darknefs, unto the marvelous light of the gofpsl. lacing on 
maccured. another day preaching in one of their fynagogues, there flood 
a demoniac before him (Q.S in whom the unclean fpirit cried 

with 

'* Ifaiahix. i, &, feq. Matth iv 14, & fcq. 

(QJ We have already taken tion, we fee nothing like it now 
notice of the opinion of the even pretended among the more 
yews concerning thefe demons, civili/cd nations, and only hear 
who poflefTed mankind ; fome, fome imperfect accounts among 
with Jofephttif believing them to the more remote and lefs culti- 
be the fouls of the wicked, and vated ones, which yit may be 
others, that they were a kind of either meie cheats, or at beft 
imperfeft creatures, whom God mere deluhons .md this has 
was foiced to leave unhniihed on made a great number of our 
the fixth day, bccaufe the even- modtiatt feeptic-. bi.]itve them 
ing of the fabbath came upon all to h vebeeno^ this 1 ill kind 
him before he had given them (6), as be> ig lels derogatory to 
the finifliing hand (4) Upon the lionoui of Goo, thm the 
either of thefe accounts, they fuppolition of hi'g'ving fo great 
believe them to find fome pit a a power to tvi! Ipirits 
fare and refrcfhment in poiTeiring But thefe Icaincd ciitics feem 
and anno}ing tre bodies of the not to obierve, that all thcie 
living Of this kind tht) ruekon plrufible pretences rather confute 
alfo the fatyrs, incubufes, fauns, than countenance th ir notion ; 
familiar fpiiIts {5), tife The foi, who tan Lelicvt, thatChrifl, 
Chrilfians, on the otlitrha'd, who vvisfojcilous of his bather’s 
believe them, with gieater toun- honoui, would not only have 
tenirce from holy writ, to be overlooi eJ, but, both by his 
fillen ingcl, who have boim words ind adion'', tveu coun- 
a conifant enmity to mankiid ten inciJ and conhrmed a national 
ever hnee the creation i f Jdam error fo oppofitc to it, if he had 
Cut it IS here ob^^i‘leJ a^LjUnfl not known, thii (iod, for fome 
either faypothefis, th t, if thole ends agreeable to his infinite 
malieious fpirits had fueh in ex wildom, had fuffered thofe evil 
tenfive power as thefe | oiTLilions fpints to afiii£l: and punifh man- 
feem to attribute to them, there kind ? If lie had known, that 
would be no end if their mif all thefe pretended obfefTions were 
chiefs, till they aad made an end the mere cfFeAs of melancholy^ 
of mankind ; whereas, whaiever hypochondria, lunacy, and fuch- 
we may read of them in former like diforders, incident to our 
days of ignorance and fupcrlli* nature, would he not have equally 

(4) Vid BrtJhtihrabba,cap,j.&lih Ztrtr, Hammtr,fivefafcuulum'myrrhee. 
fs) 6« vol 1 p 17a, (F), (6} y^id, ht Qlitf tm, in he. Beiktr Monde 

sntlant, Baylt, al, 

difplayed 





rtS'Xl? . mfiaf ef. 'm-JHhS' 54'l?' 

with .a loud voice; and, acknowleging him to be the Holy 
one 6 ( Goo, expoftulated with him, not to deftroy him. 

Him Jefus having put to filence by his powerful word, call; 
him out, and healed the man, to the vimiration of the peo< 
pie, who fpread his fame throughout all that region j info- 
much that, before he had taken a little refrefhment at Peur’s 
^whoufe, and healed his mother of a long and lingering fever, 
they had brought from that whole neighbourhood all that 
were afflivHred with difeafes, and fet them before him; 

Jefus, according to his wonted compaffion, laid his hands on 
every one of them, and fent them all home healed p . J J ' 

Being come to the lake of Genne-zareih^ or fea of Tiberias^ 
the crouds followed him fo thick, that he was forced to get 
into a boat belonging to Si^ion Peter, whom from a fifherman Calls Si- 
he had called to be one of his apoflles ; and bid him launch mon Pe> 
out a little way, and taught the people f'roni thence. As foon ter. 
as he had done fpeaking, he bid Peter caff his net for a draught; 
and was anfwcrcd, that, though they had toiled all night in 
vain, yet at his word they would try afrelh. They did fo, and A large 
caught fuch a large draught, as was like tu have funk the boat, draught 
Peter, furprifed at it, fell at his feet, and befought him to fifi' 


P Luke iv. 31, ad bn. 


cl^played his miraculous power 
in curing of them under this no¬ 
tion : And would not his pre¬ 
tended interrogations of thofe 
pretended devils, and their peti¬ 
tioning to him ; his (7) dilUn- 
guifhing between their feveral 
kinds, and the uiiTerent means 
of expelling them (K), have been 
ailing a farce unworthy his di¬ 
vine character ? How much more 
his promifing to his difciples the 
fame power of calling them out 

(9) ? 

That thefc devils arc every¬ 
where reprefented in Scripture as 
enemies to mankind, is beyond 
diipute ; and that they 
Imt hs yet confined to the place 
iSF- their pnnifhment, appears not 
imiy' from their frequent expoftu- 
hittons' With Chriil, Art thou 


come to torment us before the time ? 
but much more from that dread¬ 
ful and definitive fentence to be 
pronounced againll the wicked. 
Go, ye curfed, into t’verlafiing 
fire, prepared for the dentil, &C, 
\vh;ch, if only prepared for them, 
implies that they are not yet fent 
into it. If therefore wc Hick 
cloi'e to the plain and obvious 
meaning of the infpired writers, 
we mult fuppofe thoi'e polTeinons 
to have been fomething very dif¬ 
ferent from fuch pretended dif- 
orders of the body or mind : and 
where lie<! the unreafonablenefs 
of the fuppofition of a vaft va¬ 
riety of ipiritua'l beings, ibme of 
a good and benevolent, others of 
a bad and maleficent nature, but 
all under the government of the 
Supreme Beihg ? 


(yX Matibt viii. 28. Mjrk v. 9, & fef. alib. (8) Malth, *vil 

40, &jej. (y) lUtn A, Motfh, «• 1. Mark *vi. 17. Lake x. 17. 

deoart 



dej^art from fuch a Hnner as he was $ but JeHiSi taking him 
up, bid him be of good courage 3 for he would from thenceforth 
make him a fifher of men 9 . During his abode in Galilett 
^ he continued ftill confirming his doctrine with fuch numbers of 

miracles, that hU fame had reached all the neighbouring pro¬ 
vinces of Syria^ Phcenicey 5 cc. infomuch that many people 
came from thence to be healed of their infirmities by him. 
A paraly During his abode at Capernaum r, a paralytic, who had heard 
tiebnught of his fame, got himfelf tranfported thither in his couch borne 
toChrtJI\ on niens fhouiders, to be prefented to him j but the houfe, in 
which he was, being fo thronged within and without, that 
they could get no accefb to him, they got him up to the top 
of the houfe, and, having untiled part of it, let him down by 
ropes, and fo fet him before him. Jefus beheld their faith with 
pleafure, and, addrefilng himfelf to the paralytic, bid him be 
of good chear ; for his fins were forgiven : which, according 
to the Jewijh notion, that fuch infirmities were the efteifts ci¬ 
ther of our own or of our parents fins % was no more than 
telling him, that he was healed of his palfy. But the fcrupulous 
Jews, not underftanding it in that fenfe, accufed him in their 
hearts of blafphemy, in afluming a power peculiar to God ; 
and cured, and Jefus, by the immediate cure of the fick man, foon con¬ 
vinced them of their error, and of his being equally impow- 
ered to forgive fins, and to cure any infirmities c. It was his 
cuftom, by reafon of the great refort of people that came ‘o 
hear him, to go out of the city from time to time, and to 
teach them by the fea^fide } and, upon his often pajTing to and 
fro, he obferved a publican fitting at the receipt of cuftom, 
Matthew named Levty or Matthewy and bid him follow him (R). 
ealled. Matthew 

^ Luke V. 4, & feq. Mark xvi. 20, & fcq. & alib. r Dg 
hac vid. vol. ii. p-458, (U). « Dehoc vid. John ix. 2. 

* Match, ix. I, & leq. Luke v. 18, & alib. 

(R) The other evangelifts and office was at Capernaum, and 
give him only the name of Levi, there it was that be was called 
which was his JevjiJh name ; for from the profeffion of a publican 
be was a and the Ion of to the dignity of an apoftle aod 
Alpbeus, a native of Galilee. evangelilT. 

He is therefore thought to havei ‘He has been highly refle^hp^ 
called himfelf by that of Mat- upon by Porphyry and 
ibevi, which is fuppofed to have furnamed the Apofiate (t)^ 1^ 

. been f^nifiesmt of his profeffion, thus lightly following a 
to exprefs his grateful fenfe of his whom he had fo little knowlc|p 
vocation. His chief refidence of: but, as it is icarcc probable. 


thht 
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(1) Vid. Hfttott, in Mstth, in. 
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J^atthm did not hefitate one moment, but left his oMce, and 
followed him; and, to exprefs the fenfe he had for this gra¬ 
cious call, he made him a fumptuous feaft at his own houfe, 
to which many of the fame profeiEon ucie atfo in' itcd. This 
gave a frcfli orrafion of offence to the r< nipulous who 
made fome fevere complaints of i*" to hisdifciples i but Jefus 
foon fileno’d then clamour, by aflliring them, that he was 
come to call pot the righteous, but finuers, to repentance 

After feveral other miraculous works done during his7^/^^^ 
ftay in this place, Jefus departed foi Jtrufa^nny to be prefent ** J**’*'^’ 
at the approaching KlhVal of the pafioser, whf re there uf-^d to 
be a great concouifi, of 'feivs^ wIm came betoteharu to purify 
themfelves againlt that feaft In this city wa*- x famoiia poo! 
or refervoir, adorned with five porches or pu/yat, Ui.d c died 

“ Matt. ix. 10, & feq. 

that he Ihould live in the fame concerning him, favJng that he 
city fo long, and not have heard continued a faichtn! difcipJe ot 
of his dodlnne and miracles; fo his Mailer; and therefoie all w? 
it is rather a wonder he did not fliall venture to add i', that he 
become his dilcipie fooner, con is univenalJy aIlov\ed to have 
fidenng his^reat rcadinefs in fol- been the firll that penned any foe- 
lowing him as foon as he was cinit hiflory of the gofpel. IK* 
called: but It is likely,he thought is faid to have written* it at the 
jkui profclSon was as odious to defire of the apolllcs, and 
him, lb it was to the PhanJeeSj converts of Pala-fine^ before fii > 
and tlic rcll of the ye-u^s, and departure from n to go and 
would prove an obilacle to lusrc- preach in the provinces allottcdi 
ception. Bat, as foon as this to him ^4.], about eight or ten 
gracious invitation had convinced years after Chriil’s refurreftion, 
him of the contiary, he fuihci' 1 he laft quoted father tells uf, 
ently (hewed how ready and glad it was wrican in the ChaU.tu- 
he was to embrace it, by his for- Synac tongue, which was tlieii 
faking all to follow him. the common one, and in Heh iv* 

ills being here called the fon chandlers. We refer our icrad- 
ai Alfheus has led fomeantients eis, rbr the further particulars of 
(2) into a notion, that he was the it, to the controveriv lately ftart- 
Orother of J^s/ar/yWho isalfocallcd ed about it. As for St. Matthew^ 
the fon of Alphetu[i) : and they he is moil commonly believed by 
have, it feems, been followed in antients and moderns to have 
It by the generality of modem preached the gospel in Pery^a ahd 
but there feems to be andtobavefuffe^edmalv 

^ foaodadon fur it. The gofpel tyrdom in Caramania^a province 
jPvM os no further particulars then fubjeft to the Partbiant. 

'(») Chjfpfim. bomil. 33. in Man. Ifbadoru. at. (?) Mattb *. 

J, & ahi. (4) Eufrh, efct. btft, /. hi. t. 24. CtorypA, in Maub. t. Ing. 
i. hi. c, 2, ibertn. dt vn. tllufir, ^ at. 
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' 'jS44 if Oiijviki % 1C 

in HitHehrtw Beth-efdab (S), whofe water being at ibme 
particular feafons miraculoufly ftirred, had the virtue of curing 
the hrft perfon that jumped into itj of whatever difeafe he 
was troubled. Here Jefus beheld, among the crouds of Ikk 
folk that waited for the motion, a man who had laboured 
under an incurable palfy thirty-eight years } but, for want of 
fome charitable hand to throw him into the water, had hftherto 
Ctfm a been deprived of that benefit. Jefus, moved with compafiion 
faralftie at his mifery, healed him by his powerful word, and bid him 
on tbtfab- take up his bed, and go to his home. This cure being done 
bath. Qn fabbath-day, gave frefli offence to the pharifees, who, 
looking upon him as a fabbath-breaker, began to think of 
putting him to death for it. To difculpatehimfelf, and con* 
vince them, that works of mercy were fo far from being a 
violation, that they were the proper bufintfs, of thefabbath, he 
exprefl’ed himfelf to them in words to this eftciJf ; As my Fa-^ 
thtrworketh hitherto, Jo do I work j intimating thereby, that, 
though God had refted on the feventh day from creating, in 
memory of which the fabbath had been inftituted, yet did he 
not ceafe on that day from the work of prefervation, which 
work himfelf was now imitating, in preferving a number of 


(S) Probably, as fome conjee* 
tare, from the words mon-nO, 
hetb chejdah, the houfe of mercy, 
alluding to the merciful cures 
which were wrought there on the 
lick, lame, fAc. The Vulgate 
however read it which 

Ibme render theprohetic pool, on 
a fuppofition, that the fheep de- 
ligned for facrihce were iirft 
wafhed in it, which fkeep fo 
wafhed were called frobatts. 
Others, who read it n*iUii4-n'!3 
beth fjhdah, render it the houfe 
of deiluxion, fiom another fup- 
pofition, that the waters, in which 
the encnails of the viflinis offered 
an the temple, were wailied, em¬ 
ptied tbemfelves,, by a fubterra- 
nean fewer into this pool oi re 
ietvoir ; whence Ibmc have taken 
it into their headc, that the blood, 
'€lang,and other hlthoflhofe crea- 
Cares running along with them, 
gave that medicinal virtue to tue 


pool. Pcrfbns of fudh wit^y con¬ 
ceits are fcldom folicitous about 
the charaficr of the fjcrcd hiflor 
rians ; or elfe the evangeldts at¬ 
tributing thofe cures to a mira¬ 
culous motion of the sliater would 
make them more cautious how 
they fet up a bare conjeflure 
agund tneir teilimony. 

The five porches mentioned by 
St. John Icem to argue this pool 
to have been built in the form ojf 
a pentagon. Etifebnu and St. 
Jetom (i;) tell us, that they fhewed 
itiil in their time a kind of double 
pool or refervoir, the one of 
which filled itfclfevery year with 
rain-water, and the other, whicK 
retained Itill a kind of rednefi, 8j| 
if from the blood of thofe viSimf 
above-mentioned, which the « 
pie fewer earned into it. TWjfe' 
reader may fee what has bden 
of lu remains in a former vo^ 
luttie (6). 


(S) Lee.ttir, (f>) f'o'. il. p. 44a, (C)* 

^ wrefefied 



4 




the jmx, for matter of'new 

ag^inftliitp, in»<im of admiring his godlike imita* 
th4teverobeneficentBelhg,9.cctired himof blarphemy,toi: 

Ji^ng (kretum'ed to call him fats Fathw, making h mfelf thereby 
e^al to God* Jefus tried in tain |M» remonftrate to 
bv dbany convincing arguments, tliat he had arrogated no/fveeofit 
tfafnil himfelf, but what his miraculous works evinced his ctnfurti 
undoubted claim to ; and by afrurmg them, that they fhoukl h 
(hardy fee greater and more ftupendous ones than thofe Jtws« 
w/ought hy him, fuch as had never been done (ince the ere* 
ationof the world* He tried in vain to convince them from 


edbvf^jpoA; 4)ni<wy cjaimdl hii pity lod 


9 «# 


the teftimony of the prophets, and other facred writings, from 
that of John the baptift, but efpccially of Ins heavenly Father,, 
who had declared him his beloved Son, and had given him 
moreover fuch a miraculous power over the whole creation 
He was at length obliged to filence their falfe accufatipn, by 
reminding them, that even the Scripture gives the title of gods 
to mortal men If then, added he, they^ be called gois^ 
a^ainji whom the fentence of mortality had been pronometd by 
God himfdf (T), why (hould you reckon me guilty of blaf* 
phemy, whom the Father has thun, fandiHed, and fent into 
the world, (j^caufe I call myfelf the Son of God i 
Jesus obferving, however, how ftreiluous the blinded 
were againil his doing works of mercy on the fabbath, re- 
fotved, if poflible, to convince them of their error, by chooting 
that day to difplay fome of themoft fignal ones, and exp oding tbermtra* 
their cenfuies by fuch cogent arguments as they could not 
gainfay. Accordingly, afrer his departure out of Jerufaltmg that day^ 
he went into one of their fynagogues, where ftoM a man, 

St. Jerom fays he was a mafon, who had a Withered hand. 


lohav* 19, &feq. 
fkfeq. 


^ Conf. Pf. hckidi* 6, Sec, John 


If} This ;iieertaidly the mean- againfi (not tmto) whm ikt 
^ Ori^i wmds here, and word mss# forthg mmn-( 



9r msM whom tbt word that are ac^ittdnCed wlfi| tht^ 

For the place re- brew idionif to* which the 
ifidma is, / kdim* gelifts were ufed/ l^doW uat tlw 
r I kmyo^attm context mull dedde Um ehmu^iL 
that, ai cording, to of tboie patti^^wl^ are 
‘jT^ih^Of odr^ pabki of Ihreraj^e^fite hmiug- 
t%y flionld r 9 tt^catioiU,udiibh(beJ^ai 09 eW*t 
Uditf goig netktetlHeaW (9^ * 
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He began with afking the ftwtjh dolors, whether it was Uw^ 
ful on the fabbath to do good or evil, to fave or to deftroy* 
intimating, that the omiflion of the one, when a proper 
occafion offered, was near equivalent to the commimon of 
the other r. As they had nothing to anfwer to this 
reafoning, they flood filent to let him do as he thought 
fit; but, when he had reftored the man’s hand, bv command¬ 
ing him to ftretch it forth, the ruler of the fynagogue, inftcad 
of being convinced either by the miracle or argument, in a 
kind of indignation, fell a cenfuring thofe obje^ of pity for 
offering ihemf Ives to be healed on the fabbath, and not rather 
on any other day of the week (U). 

But there had one thing luppmed to him in the going to 
that place, in order, as is fuppofed, to preach at that fyna- 
gogue, which had already highly exafperated them. One of 
the evangelifls obferves % that it was the fecond fabbath after 
the firft • j when, as they were going through fome corn¬ 
fields, his hungry difciples ventured to pluck the ears, and rub 
them between their hands to cat them. The phanfaic croud, 
who beheld this, kind of labour with a malicious eye, began to 
HisJifei' exclaim againfl their Mafler for fuffenng it, it being in their 
pies cen- ©pinion a manifeft violation of the fabbath. jefus was forced 
furedfer (q excufe it by reminding them of the prophet’s words, / 
picking 7 delight in) mercy rather than ' 

e com. facrifice ; intimating thereby, that neceifity takes away 
the rigour of the law, and juflifying it by the example of Da~ 
vid^ who, on the like emergency, ventured upon the facred 
fhewbread, which was prohibited to all but the pfiefts j and 
not only eat of it himfelf, but diflnbuted it among his retinue. 
Their ftubbornnefs was proof againft all that he could urge in 

V Luke vi. to, & feq. Mattb. xii. 9, & feq. * Luke 

w. I. * De hoc vid. vol.iii. p. 17, m fin. not. Hof. 

vi. 6. 

(U) This firange beaviour ex - fabbath; and how much more was 
torted a fevere rebuke from the it to do fo unto men ? He urged 
meek Jefus; he afked him, whe- alfo upon the like oc^oa* the ^ 
ther they did not think it lawful circumcifion of children on the 
to help an ox, anafs, orafheep, fabbath, the priefls killiiiig; m 
out of a ditch, or even to lead drtfllng their victims, and otQi» 
them to the water or pafiure, on fuch-Hke works, which wei;q^ 
that day. An undeniable argu- ufually doneonthe ^bath#f'^ 
ment, that th<^ thought it laW- yet were far from being aid 
iul to do good to brutes on the a pro&nation of it (97* 

(8} Lukei[» 10, Mattb, 9, Q fiq. &ah 

their' 
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their or his own defence ; and his illencing of them by inchThephan- 
convincing arguments made them only the more inveterate, fee* fi- 
till they came at length to t rcfolutio of putting him to lenctd, 
death. Jdfus, having timely notice of their wicked defign, 
withdrew himfelf towards the fea-coafts, whither he wis 
after followed by multitudes from ail the maritim parts, and^ 
to whom he ilill eJetended his wonted companion, both by 
his teaching them, and healing their Tick. 

One night, having withdrawn himfelf both from them, and 
from his difciples, he went up to a mountain a^jart, and fpent 
the whole night in prayer ; and on the motiow, calling them 
together again, hf* chofe twelve from among the reft, to be Choofestbe 
the moic immediate witneftes, picachers, and recorders, oftnuehe 
his life and doctrine j and to whom he ga\c the title of apo- apoftles. 
ftles, which word fignifies a meflenger or embaflador. 'I’he 
reader may fee then names in the margin *= (V). 

In 

« Lukevi. 14, &req. Matth x. 2, & feq. Markiii. t 6 ,& icq. 

(V) Thefe were, ift, Sinton^ NathanaelMatthew^ 
whom he furnamed Petet , and the publican and evangelift, and, 
whom we Cave mentioned a 8 Thomas, furnamed Didpnuf, 
little higher $ 2 Andrew his which ftgniiies a twin; 9 James^ 
brother ; 3. Jamef, furnamed dillinguilhcd by the name of The 
The Greater, an inhabitant of Le/s, and the fon of Alpheus, or 
Bethlmda, and, 4 fohn his Cleopbat, and of Mary, the firft 
brother, whoNvere the ions of Zf' couAn, if not the After, of the 
hedee and Salome, often men* Virgin for which reaA)n he 
tioned m the gofpcl Thefe, as is often called the brother of our 
well as Andrew, had lately been Loro ; \o,Simon, An named The 
the baptift’s difcipIes; bat had Caaaamte, from Cana the place 
left him to follow jefus, and, on of his birth, and Zelotes, proba¬ 
the account of their refolute con' bly bccaufe he had belonged to 
ftancy, or more likely, perhaps, that feif; ii. othcrwife 

from that queftion they afked ailed yude,aad brother to ^amee 
him. Wilt thou that we com- the Le/s, furnamed alfb Lehhetu, 
maud Are frmn heaven, to con- and Tbaddeuti and, 12 Judas the 
fohie, lAe {9}. were furnamed traitor, and furnamed Ifcarua, 
by liim Boanerges, or the fons of Concerningthe Airname of this 
thtualeror tempefti chat wot;^ laft, there have been vai Lous con- 
^6nl, a corruption of the jeftures; iome thinking that he 
bene^rabam, was fo called from Keriet, a city 
Of ndunr rahafrx 5. PhiUp in the tribe of Judteh (1, from 

me&tib|»d 4 idbre; and, 6. Bar- which he is Aippoled to have 
tbehnmn, ftippofed the Aune with come j ijb in the Hebrew Agnify- 

(9) Luii ixt ^4. (i) Ffd, ^ajh xv. a;. Echarf, ea/. f ft cett. 1. 

C.4. CAmet fuh vx. a' 

N n 2 ing 
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In the mean rime the wondering crouds flocked to him from 
all parts of Judaa, and the neighbouring provinces, attracted 
by that divine and efficacious virtue which flowed from him, 
infomuch that the bare touch of his gaimenrs wrought the 
moft furpritiiig cures on the lick, lunaiic, demoniacs and 
other aflliiEfed perfons. He led them thcicfore one day to a 
convenient fpot of ground, where he pr,.ached to them that 


ing a man. St Jerom and Eufe- 
htus (peak of a town in the tribe 
of Ephtam, called Ifcanot (2) ; 
others, who make h.m of tne 
tribe of Iffachat y think llcanot 
only a corruption or abbreviation 
of IJfachai totes ; others fetch their 
etymologies of it flill further 
The reider may fee them in the 
vocabulaiiesatthi end of tht\ ul- 
gnte, and other Bibles. 

Were we to offer our conjec¬ 
ture on fuch a daik and dry lub- 
we fhould rather fetch it 
from the Uebretu D in ur’in ifj 
chttret, literally the man of the 
bag, or the bog bcaier We 
have formeily obierved (3 , tint 
the proper fignification of the 
word r/ur/sr/n a big in fuch an 
one Naaman is fiid to have tied 
his prefent to Qehaxt {4) ; and 
St. yobft acquaints us, that Jud s 
was a thief, and carried the bag • 
Why might not this nicknime 
then have been given him cr that 
account by the diiciplcs, wiicn 
they knew hosv fund lie w-is of 
his o$ce, and how unfintiiful he 
was the* difchaige of it f 

All that we ihill lay farthei 
of them IS, that he did nut give 
them this preference to all the 
refl, either on aca ant of then 
gieacfenfeor learning; for they 
were fome of the mult rude and 
illiterate! nor for their credit, 
rank, or high birth ; for they 


were mofl;I>, if not all, poor fifh- 
ermen, and cither natives or in¬ 
habitants of (jfl/ilee, the luofl ob- 
feure and defpiicd canton of the 
’Jetx.ijh kingdom; much lefs for 
ihcir courage, who proved all 
lank cowards in the time of dan* 
ger They had no relifli or pio- 
pcnft'y to his pure and exalted 
dudti me , for they dreamt of no¬ 
thing, blit of an earthly kirg- 
doin, and tcmpoialhappincfs in 
a woid, they were in all rcfpedls 
the mofl unqualified for the great 
tafk to which they were ap¬ 
pointed, the converfion of the 
woild But this was a work, 
which, as a great prophet bad 
long ago foretold (5), and the 
apolrle has fmee obfeived (6), was 
to confound the counfels of the 
viifc, fiv'illow up the underfland- 
ing of the prudent, and defeat the 
poAfr or the mightieft. We have 
alicady Icen it in a great meafure 
fulfilled in the perfon and chara¬ 
cter of their Divine Mailer,and in 
the cncumflances that accompa¬ 
nied his low and humble birthand 
education, as weljl as in that vafl 
f'lies of wonders which, he 
wrought flnee kis enttwee 4 ipen 
his public mihiflry, Aod we 
fhatl fee the f^me ioflntte WtHlem 
difplay itfelf ftilt mentfui prifmgly 
throughout the whoie fequet of 
tins chapter. * 


f'l In ffiit, xx\iu t. ^.412, '^B). 

I "3. //ct.ji >*!<. ^o) 1 C r 1. 


(♦) * 

celc- 
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Cejcbra'cd fermon, commonly known by the name of iiis evee/- 

tnon upon the mount (W), ‘lentjermnn 

On his deH*nt fiom thence, to return to Capernaum^ 
he was addreifed by foinc of;the heads of tlie city in the be- 
half of a woithy centuium, hoin whom ihclr nation h^d ic- 
ccived fome hgnd favour?, and whofe uivant was tiun very 
ill of a pally. Jehis tdlcied to go' to h’S hmife, and htal him ; 
but, when the Romm c.ff*'er h-ard of it, h' lent him an 
humble ntefl’agt', m w hith he acltn »wleg^ d himf If equally un- 
worthv to rccu\e him under his roof, as he had been to come 
and t-llu hisrcquLit in ptrfon ; but that he wholly depended 
on his cffiCaCious w jnl for the ciir< of hi-. lcrv>.nt: hor, 
added he, if my authontv, fmall as it is, Cati yet m.orccobu- 

(W) We Ihill not take upon phai ifees thought themfclves free 
us to repeat It htic. The reader horn guilt, provided tftey abf- 
may fee it in its native, but wined from the very aft of tin, 

• powerful firaplicity, in the places tho’ they indulged themfclves in 
quoted in iherairgin (7). All every thought, defire, and com- 
that we fiiall obleive of it is, that placencv, that came Ihorc of it. 
he began It wuh a moll comfoit- Jjut hete the ax is laid to 
able difplay of the blelkU ftau* ihe veiy root, and every fin, 
of thofe whom both jftws and even 10 the Jeaft degree of it, 
accounted molt inifeia* condemned, even in the heart, 
ble : that, through the whole \\ ell then might his ravilhed au> 
courfe of it, he nor only exploded dicncc cry out, that he taught 
the wretched glolTes by which the with apowerandaiuhoiityvaflly 
JenxiJb doftois had almoit obli- above what they had obferved Iq 
terat^ every moral precept of the fciibes and Jeivijh doftort 
the ^/o/aif*law, but fubltituted (g). ‘ 

fuch new and excellent ones of He concluded this excellent 
his own, as exalted them to a difeourfe with afi'uriiig them, chat 
pitch which the world till then not every one that Ihould call him 
had neither beaid nor dieamt of. Loao lliould enter into the king- 

To inilance in one or two of dom of lieaven, but he that per- 
hls precepts amongll the many formed the divine will, and com- 
fublimeones there delivered, how phed with the precepts he had 
highly had that negative precept been delivering to them, for the 
been admired by ail the wileli utter, added he, like tllh wife 
heathens, of not doing to others mao that builds his houfe on a 
whacweflionld not defire to have rock, builds his hopes on a fore 
dooKto us! and yethowvaftly foun^tion; whereas the former, 
is it of thit new and noble hke the fool tha» builds on the 
pprof his, Whatfoever > e would fand, is liable to have them over- * 
kluit men Ibould do unto you, thrown by every blaH, by every 
thaf dose onto them (8)! We wind of doftrine, ai^ by every 
obferven a little higher, chat the temptation. 

(7) V. & vii. paff. tutevl. a", & fift (8) Mattb. »ii. 

t 2 , (9) Mitib, vii, vtrf, ult. 
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dicncc iTrom thofe under my command, how much more will 
thy all-powerful one be obeyed, where-ever thou are pleafed 
to exert it! His Hngular faith and humility did not go long 
Jitals the unrewarded ; and Jefus, highly^^afed with him, healed his 
m/ur/Wr l^i*vant at that inftant, and. greatly commended his faith, as 
fervant. far f^rpalfing all that he had beheld, even in Ifrael j upon which 
account he took occahon to aflure his audience, that many 
flrangers (boiild be admitted from the four corners of the world 
into his heavenly kingdom, whilft the children of it fiiould be 
mifcrably call out for their difobedience and unbelief On 
|he day following he went to Naim and, upon bis entering 
the city, met a large croud of people accompanying the 
corpfe of a young n^an, the only Ton of a poor widow ; and, 
]iai/es 4 in compalihon to her, touched the bier, and raifed her fon to 
deadm<fn life, whilft the aftonilhed multitude fpread forth his fame 
at Naim, tlitough all that country, and proclaimed him the prophet fent 
by God to redeem his people*. It was piobably at this time 
that the baptift fent his two difciples to him, of wliom we 
have lately fpoken, and upon which Jefus took occafion to 
cenfure the unjuft judgment which the unbelieving pafled 
upon that moie than prophet, and Jiimfelf: 'John, faid he, 
was a very abftcmious and mortified pcrl'on, and you decried 
him as a demoniac \ me, who came m a more fociable and 
affable way to call finners to repentance, you reprefent as a 
drunkard and glutton ; but wifdom will, in fpite of your Han¬ 
ders, be ftill juftified by her children fe. It was upon this ac¬ 
count that he fo fcvercly upbraided thofe neighbouring cities, 
which had been witnefies of his ftupendous works, alluring 
them, that their fall would be much more dreadful than that 
of Hodom and Gomorrah, wliom ilich miracles would have 
%vrought into the deepeit repentance He concluded his 
difcouifc with a Iblemn thankfgiving to hi. heavenly Father, 
who, in his infinite wifdom, had chofen the humble and in¬ 
fant-like to impart the myftcries of his. gofpel to, whilft the 
proud and conceited worldlings rendered themfelvcs unworthy 
of them ; and witli a gracious invitation to all, who laboured 
under^eir iliiful burdens, to come and experience how eafy 
the yoke, and how light was the burden, which he laid on 
Jiib Ibllowers (X). 

This 

^ Matth. 6 c fcq. Luke vii. la, & feij. ® De 

hat vid. fup. vol. li. p. 460. Luke vii. vcr. ii, ^leq[. 

4 Ibid. 20, k feq. Ibid. x. 13, k feq. Matth. xi. 20, k 

(X) This is a tiuth indeed own experience: yet, as there js 
vLat 'u belt unde4'ftQod^i t ciq one’s not one pofitive or negative pre> 

cept 
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' This difcourfe moved a pharil'ee, named Simn^ to invite 
him to take a meal at his houiib ; where he had not been lung, 
before he was accolied by a woman forineily of a loofe cha- 
ra^er» but now a fincere {^Intent. This woman came be¬ 
hind him in the humbleft guife, accompanied with a flood of 
tears* with which (he wafhed his fee<^; and* having wiped 
them with her hair, began to anoint his head with a coftly 
perfume fhe had brought with her. A fight fo fhocking to the 
proud phaiifee filled his head with a ftiange notion* that, if 
his gueft were a prophet, he would of courfe have fpurned 
fuch a notorious Tinner from him ; but Jefus, whofe peculiar His pity to 
character it was not to break a bruifed reed, or quench xha ** 

Jeaft good fpark *, but rather blow it into a flame, viewed Y{ctP*nitent. 
wi(h a more compalTionate and unerring eye, and difmifled her 
with an ani'wer as full of comfort, as her heart was of the fin- 

* Jfaiah xlii. 3. Matth. xii. 20, Sc al. 

cept of the gofpel, that is not ex- Let thofe therefore* whom a 
cellently adapted to our own exi- wrong byas has warped into a 
gencies, and founded upon the fo- prejudice againil chrilUan duties, 
lideil wifdom, it highly concerns but view them with an impartial 
us to lillen to this rather than to eye; and the more they confider 
our corrupt appetites, which will them, the more they will be con- 
always make us look upon God vinced of this truth, that they 
ai a fevere taikmaller, rather than are fo far from being the arbitrary 
a kind and fkdful phyfcian,whofe impofitions of the SupremeBcing, 
foie aim is to cure us of our dif- that there is not a pofitive one* 
eafes, and refiore our fouls to but is as nece/Tary to the foul* as 
that perfeft flate of health, which food is to the body; nor a nega- 
alone can make us happy here or tive one, that is not as expedient 
hereafter. as ablHnence from grofs food is to 

Were we indeed commanded a man in an high fever, or fropa 
to purchafe this defirable date at drink to one in a tympany ; but 
as dear a rate as the mifer doth with this fure and comfortable 
his gold,the ambitious his nfe, the advantage, that the divine grace 
foldier his fame, or the labourer and aflillance here promi|Rl will 
his poor livelihood; though even remove all difficulties and'difcoq- 
here it would be our higheft wif- ragements, and make every part 
dom to comply with the condi- eafy and pl^afant; fo that our 
tiODs* fince the confequence is of own happy experience, which it 
infinitely greater weight; hpw is our fault if we fall* fhoi^t of, 
much more mud it be fo, when added to God’s infallible word* 
every duty is not only eafier,and will make religion yield us the 
more worthy of a rational foul, trueft happinefs we can be capable 
btit abfointelyr necelTary to fit ui of in this life, as well as the glo- 
for that happinefs for which we rious afiurance of a better in tl^^ 

^eie createal next. 

N n 4 cereft 
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(Bbreft repentance and bre. Neitbef did he let his hdft go , 
unanfw^fred or unfat sfied ; but, by a fit and pathetic parables 
made him pronounce her a more worthy objedl of his meicy and 
regard, than all liis own presided and hofpitality , 

cpi'JJ intitlehim to^^. «' 

Upon his return to Captmaum^ he was followed with fiich 
throngs of people, on account of ht^ continual miracles, par- 
Cnrts a tlcularly the cure of a poor demoniac, deaf and blind, which 
damniac^ be had juft then wrought, that his mother and relations, fear- 
ing left he fhouid be ftifled (Y) by the croud, came to difen* 
gage liim from it. As they could not get into the houfe for 
the throng, they fent to defire him to come to them ; but, 
when it was told him, that they ftood without, dcfiring to 
fpeak (O him, he told the audience, that none wcie more nearly 
related to him, than thofe who came to him to hiar the will 
of God, and praftife it. In the mean time, whilll: his mi¬ 
racle on the demoniac had extorted an open conftfTion 
from the better part of the by»ftandcrs, the ph.irifees, moved 
with their ufual indignation, cried out, that he caji out devtU 
hy Beelzebub the prince of devth *. jefus eafily confuted that 
ftander, by fhtwing the folly of foppofing Satan fo far divided 
agaiiift his own intereft; and that nothing but a fupetior power 
to his could force him to it; but, to allure them farther of 
the fatal danger of fuch malicious and impious fuggeftions, he 
ihefin added, that, though every fin or blafphemy againft the Stm or 
againftthe nian would, upon due repentance, be forgiven, yet tnat 
HoljGhoft. againft the Holj GHoft fhouid find no forgiveneA either in this 
or the next world and therefore he conclud(.d with this 

warning, 


Luke vii. 36, & (eq. Mark xiv. 3. John xii. i, & feq. 
1 De hoc vide fupra, vol. ii. p. 222, 223. ^ Matih. xii. 31,^ 

feq. Mark lu. 28, &.c. 


(YJ So the word ought to be 
properly rendered, and not, as 
ours ai|d moil verftons do, that he 
was bemde hiuifelf (1). 

(Z) It IS neither oar defign 
nor province to repesc I ere ei¬ 
ther the variuqs opiuioos of di¬ 
vines concerning nature of 
ftiis fin, or the dreadful effiefts 
which wrong notion of u has 
'caufed ameng weak and melan¬ 
choly Cbnfttans,erpecially among 


fome feftaries in the predefiifu* 
nan fyfiem. Ic might indeed be 
of greater comfort to fbme 
of thole elaborate ejqpefittani, 
which confine that fin to thob 
yevuf only, who made fopervmfe 
a judgment of Chrift'a miracles, 
fi^ainft the light of leafon and 
conTcience; but, as we cannot 
come into that notion, fi; neither 
would we Is^d Qur lea^ iptt 
it. 


^1} Fut, l4 StMt tfflmn new verf, Stbari, Q nh 



^e.xi, ' - 'ill 

'Wiifhtng, tliat men wmtd give-a fevcrc account for everyper- 
• li^ioua or hurtful (A) woitj at the day of judgment. Here 
the pharifipes, being flung to fhe heart, began, according to 
•‘their ufiiiicuftom, to afk hilh for a-more convincing fign of 
•'his diviis'e miffion ; but he left them with this remarkable an¬ 
swer, that; fince thofe be had already r'lewcd them were not 
-lable to convince them, there fliould be no other or greater 
given thfeni than that of yonah ; for, as that prophet was three 
days and nights in the fiih’s i'clly, fo ibould the Son of man 
be as many in the bowels of the earth, or grave, and rife again 
on the third " ( 15 ). 

From 

** Matth. j(ii. 38. Xukexi. 29. 


Might we therefore prefume fo 
far as to give or.r opinion of this, 
fin, it would be this, that every 
Hander or blafphemy committed 
agairid Chrill wbilll upon earth, 
and his divine minion as yet 
wanting fomc of its moll authen¬ 
tic evidence, ihould be capable of 
pardon i but, after thefe laft feals 
of his miiHon were fuperadded, 

I to wit, his refurreflion from the 
^ead, afcenfion, and eifufion of 
the Holy Gholl, attended, as it 
was, with fuch miraculous gifts, 
fuch as prophecy, iftof tongues, 
miracles, and the like, there re¬ 
mained no excufe for unbelief, 
and confequently no forgivenefs 
either to the prefeat or future ge¬ 
neration of who ihould 

pbllinately perfill in it, nor in¬ 
deed to any. other perfons or na¬ 
tions, who ihould rejefl the glo- 
.sious light and evidence of bis 
,.^rpel when offered unto them. 

This may be thought to lean 
\ a hldo hard againff our modern 
, ,.uab(^vei9. i but let them con- 
.whether the pretended 
Which they rejefi; the 
- proportion in point 

v WleyhikuiGe with thofe upoo which 
W? hwfWe And embrace it; and,if 


they do not, as all their united 
force never could, nor, we flaay 
fafely add, never will be able to 
prove they do, let them lay the 
blame at the right door. Now, 
the gofpel plainly tells us, that 
nothing but faith in Chrill, ac¬ 
companied with a flneere repent¬ 
ance, can obtain us the pardon of 
our ilns: how ihould they then 
hope for it, who have neither the 
one nor the other to intitle them 
to it ? Hence we think it plainly 
follows, that this is that only un¬ 
pardonable fin pointed out by our 
Saviour. Sff the next mte hut 
one, 

(A) That this is certainly the 
plain import of the phrafe ptt/uct 

''I'i which our and other ver- 
flons render id/e or unpnjitahie 
nuord^ appears from what goes 
before, that they proceed from an 
evil heart \ which is the^fore no 
more capable of producing better, 
than a corrupt tree can bear other 
than bad fruit (2). 

(B) This faying confirms what 
we lately, and ‘elfewbere before 
obferved, that the refurreflion 
of Cbriit was to give the finiiliing 
ftroke to the evidence of fiis mif- 
|ioQ. Before that, if his other 


ya, Seen, oit fnpre, (, 6. fitft a. 
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From thence he went to the fea^fbore, iliil followed by 
great multitudes; and, bei.ig got into a boat, he began to 
teach them again, n >t indeed in the manner he had lately upon 
^ . the mount j but by a more familiar way, and morefuitable to 

« ** their grofs underllanding ; namely, by parables, fuch as were 

par Us. jjjij underftood by all the eaftern nations, 

and not (as ours and other verfions falfly intimate) that they 
might be loft upon his ignorant audience ; bur, as that diifi* 
culty hath been fully cleared up by feveral learned p ms, we 
lhall refer our readers to them When he had hnifhed his 
difeourfe, he ordered his difeiples to get him a (hip to crofs the 


Vid. Felling, Dr. Samuel Clark, Le Scene, ic at. mult. 


miracles had convinced them, 
that he was the MelTiah, they 
would noc have put him to that 
ihameful death, which yet it was 
decreed and foretold he ihould un¬ 
dergo ; and it is upon this ac- 
coant that St. Psur cxcuics 
that atrocious deed, a^ being done 
through ignorance. But after 
his refurreflion was proved by fo 
many irrefragable tokens, thofe 
who rejefled him became inex- 
cufeable, and made way for the 
CentiUsf who embraced Chridi- 
anity. All which the reader may 
be fully fatisfied of, by comparing, 
among a great number of others, 
the places quoted at the bottom 
of the page (3). 

There are two difficulties 
darted againd what Chrid here 
lays of himfclf and Jovnb ; the 
one, that, whatever the latter 
might be, Chrid was far enough 
from,being three days and three 
nights in the grave ; and this has 
made fome affirm, that he mud 
have been crucified on the Tbur/- 
day^ and not on the // tday. But 
the objeAion will eafily vanifh, 


when we obfeive, that, according 
to the Hebftnv idiom, the parti¬ 
cle ve, and, '\% often ufed for on 
and that it may, and ought pro¬ 
perly , be rendered three days or 
nights *. 

The other is from the impoffi- 
bility ofawh.'les fwallowing up 
of a man whole, feeing the dia¬ 
meter of its fwallow, when 
dretchedat far tbed,is little above 
three inches. To which it *4$ 
rightly anfwercd, that the word 
here uied fignides no more a 
whale than any other large dlh 
tha has dns; and that there is 
one commonly known in the Me- 
ditenanean by the name of eba- 
raebias and lamia, of the bignefs 
of a whale, but with fuch a large 
throat and belly, as is able to 
fwallow the larged man whole. 
There was one of this kind caught 
within thefethirty years,or more, 
on the coads of Portugal, in 
whofe throat, when dret^ed out, 
a man could dand upright. We 
may add, that the word ufed io 
Jonah is dttg gadolff a 

great jijls. 1 


(■^) Ctnf. ?i, £f /7. iii. 17, fcf feq. C alib. ^ xiii. 4S. 6. 
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fca of GaVUiti into the territories of Philip the tetrarch, 
rod*i brother (C). * 

Being entered into the ihip, whether to refrcOi himfelf 
from the fatigues of the day, or to try his difciples faith, and 
manifeft his own power, he withdrew himfelf into the ftern, 
and there fell afleep. There arofe fbon after fuch a furious 
ftorm of wind as was like to have overiet them ; and made 
them run to him, and awake him, crying, Mailer, fave u$ ; 
clfe wc periih. Jefus, feein; them in Aich confternacion, 
blamed their punilanimtty, and want of faith; then, with his 
powerful word, rebuked the wind and fea, which immediately *ht 
obeyed. When his difciples, and the reft of the company, 
had beheld their danger and deliverance, they came and threw 
thcmfclves, tiembling, at his feet, wondering, as well they 
might, what kind of man he was, who could command thofe 
unruly elements to be fo quickly calmed j foon after which 
they landed on the other iide, in the country of the Gerga- 
fenes^ (D). Here 


P Matth. viii. 23, & feq. Mark iv. 36, Sc feq, Luke viii. 
22, Sc feq. 


(C) Before he entered into the 
Ihip, there (Amc fome men, who 
expreiTed a defirp to become his 
difciples, and follow him. One 
of them in particular juft begged, 
that he might go and bury his 
dead fither*; and another to go 
bid farewei to his relations and 
friends. To the lirft of thefe he 
anfweied, Let the dead, fuch 
namely as are fo to the hopes of a 
future htc, perform that office 
(4) ; and come thou and preach 
that eternal life which 1 am come 
to bring to light: but to tne fc- 
cond he gave this fevere rebuke, 
that fuch a retrolpe£tion, as he 
exprelled after thofe worldly con* 
fiderations, was wholly inconfift* 
ent with the char.iAcr of one of 
his difciples, whofe mind dnd 
h^rt ihould be fo fixed on the 
concerns of another life, as to be 
>vholly indifierent to all befides; 


and fo bid him follow without 
delay (5). 

(D) bo the Greei manuferipts 
of St. Mattheiv have it. Thofe 
of the other evangelifts call them 
Gadarmes: fome read Gera- 
Je»es: which makes it very diffi¬ 
cult to know the fituacion of this 
canton, or of the city from which 
It took Its name. Origen (6) 
thinks the name of the city to be 
neither Gtdara nor Gerafa, iince 
none of thofe two cities were near 
any fea or lake, but Gtrgefa^ fi- 
tuate on that of Gcnntznreth or 
TiheriaSf where they ftill fliewed 
the rocky declivities from which 
the fwine were hurried down into 
the water, li fo, that place 
might ftill retaip its name from 
the Girgajhius, antient inhabit¬ 
ants of Canaan^ of whom we 
have fpoken in a former volume 

( 7 )- 


(4) Matth. will. iS, Jeq, See atja Sfirket 0 ai in Ire, (s) Luie ix. 61. 
(G) Inybbann. Fi/f Ca m-tub Get a fa, (7) w/, li. 188, fiS* fif’ 

kilo, 
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Cures tw9 Here he was met by two demoniacs, fo vcty fierce, one 
dmoniacs, efpecially more than the other, that no chains could confine 
them ; but they chofe their habitation among the tombs, and 
made it unfafe to pafs by that way, till the fight of Jefus 
brought them trembling at his feet, where the devils beg^n 
to acknowlcge him to be the Son of God, and befought him 
not to torment them before their lim'e. Our Saviour beheld 
the poor poficfi'ed with his wonted pity, and afked the moft 
/urious of them, WJut was his name ; and was anfweied. 
Legionf becaufe a multitude of thofe evil fpirits had taken pof- 
feffion of him. Thefe therefore befought him, that, u he 
Icaft them out, he would peimit them to m-gr. tc into the 
neighbouring herd of fwine i which being granted, the whole 
herd was immediately feen to tumble headlong down into the 
fea, to the number of two thoufand, whilft the two poor objeds 
were reftored to their health and fenfes (E). 

Upon 


This canton, where-ever it 
was, mult have been inhabited 
pat dy by heathens, which is the 
reafon ox the herd ^ fwinc being 
fufFered to feed in that neighbour¬ 
hood, which was not permitted 
in any place where they were all 
yenvst becaufe that creature is 
forbidden by the Mofatc law 
( 8 )- 

(E) Thofe who pretend to cen- 
fare this miracle, as a wrong done 
to the owners, would do well to 
confider how they'queftion the 
jullice and authority of a Perfon, 
who had given fuch irrefragable 
proofi of both. Had the evan- 
gelifts fuppofed any men capable 
of fuch an unaccountable pre> 
fumption, it is likdy ti>ey might 
have given us fuen reaions for 
this adion, as would have Hopped 
their mouths. 

If the owners of the fwine were 
of that kind of apoHateT^zvr, of 
whom we have had frequent oc- 
cafion to fpeak in fome former 
feffions, the puqilhmcnt muft be 


allowed to have been rather too 
mild thin to 5 fevere. If they 
weie RonanSf Syrians, or of any 
other nation, they were Hill guilty 
of a breach of faith to the Jrws, 
who, though under a foieign 
yoke, were to be governed by 
their own laws} to that tfi^y 
might as well have introduced 
fome of their, idols into that 
country, as herds of a creature 
forbidden by their law, and abr 
horred by the whole nation. 

However, if the fingularity of 
the miracle proved a means to 
convert them toChriftianity, that 
was abundantly fiiHicfent to lepay 
their lofs; and it is jperhaps for 
this reafon that Jefus would not 
fufFer the cared perfons to follow 
him to the other fide, but bid 
them Hay in their own country, 
to be Handing monuments of his 
miraculous power and goodnefs j 
and that the change he had 
wrought in them wasnocatran- 
Hent a£f ion, done by fome delo/' 
fion or fafeination, bat.E{M9'm4- 


nent 
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Upon ht$ return toCapernauniy he was addreiTed hy i\\tJUii/es tht 
ruler of the fynagogiie, whofe daughter, about twelve years rultr's 
of age, was then expiring, and who followed him to ihz daughter, * 
houfe, attended, as ufual, with numerous crouds; among 
which was a poor woman, who had laboured a long time un¬ 
der an unnatural hemorrbagy, and confuined her fubftante in 
feeking for the vain help of the phyllcians. She had fuch a 
ftrong faith in the world’s Savibur, that flie thought the bare 
to|icb of his Ikirt would give her an immediate cure; and ioanJ caret 
ic really did, but not without being perceived by him j for,« ^oma» 
iK'twithftanding his being fo thronged by the multitude, h&of a bloody 
knew, by the virtue that was gone out of him, that fomebodyJ^'*^** 
had touched him, and inquiied of his wondering difiples, 
who it was. The woman, finding, by this quefiion, that 
fhe could not go undifeovered, fell trembling at his feet, and 
owned herfclf the bleficd obje£f of his miraculous power ; and 
had this gracious anfwer fuperadded to her cure i Daughter, 
be of good lowfort thy faith hath tnade thee ivhole (F). By 
this time they were come fo near the ruler’s houfe, that they 
could hear the mournful tunes and cries that were made over 
the dead damfcl, who had expired in tlie interim j and Jefus, 
who beheld with pity his piternal giicf, bid him notfedr, but 
firmly behove; and, entering tlie houfe with him, and with 
two or three only of his dilciples, ordered the mourners to 
q^afe their doleful cnufic, fince the child was only afleep ; but, 
whilft thefe tended him, he took Peter, fames, and yohn, 
with the gill’s father, into the upper room ; and, taking her 


nent and real, and cbiifeqaently 
a miraculous cure. Accordingly 
we read, that the news of this 
Angular miracle were prcfcntly 
fpread through that whole re< 
gion,and brought vail multitudes 
to the place; where they beheld 
with wonder the two men cioath- 
cd, and in their right minds; but 
whether through fear, lell any 
ill confequence (hould attend the 
Ws the fwine, or, which is as 
hkely, left they Ihould receive 
fotiitt fhrditr or more grievous 
from him, they 
befiiQght him to depart 
thih^ iccudb; which he readily 
complied with (9). 


(F) Eufehius tells US, that the 
woman, out of gratitude, eredled 
a brafs llatue to her miraculous 
Phyfician, in which the was carved 
kneeling behind him, and laying 
her hand on the Ikirt of his coat. 
The ftory is much queftioned, 
and, tf ever there was any fuch 
monument of this miracle, Ihe 
can hardly be fuppofed to have 
been in a capacity of rearing it, 
becaufe St. Mark and St. Lute 
tell us, that Ihe Jiad fpenr all her 
fubfiance on pbyficians t fo that 
it muft have been done by fome 
of the inhabitants of Cafarea 
Philippi, of which city Eajehiut 
fays ihe was. 


($J Mattb, viii. 23, & ftf. Murk iv. 3s* & fif* viii. it, 



'55^ Hifiery ef the Jews.’ B. If, 

by the hand, bid her anfe ; whuh fee immediately did This 
miracle ilill the more incrcafed his fame, notwichftanding 
all his piudcnt cautions to prevent it(G). 

Comes to He foon left Capernaum, to go and revifit bis ungrateful 
Nazareth city Nazareth ; and, in his way thither, cured two poor blind 
men. He went, as ufual, into their fynagogue, and preached 
to them with fuch powerful eloquence, as aftonifeed >hc whole 
audience; but they, remembnng the meannef* of his educa¬ 
tion and parentage, were ofeended at him, inffead of admiriii|g 
him the more for it. This ftubbornnefs of theirs prevents 
his working any (Ignal miracles there; fo that he contented 
himfelf with healing fuch fick perfons as oiFcred themfelves iri 
TiberiusV his way, and departed, never to vifit them again. By this 
edi& in time Sejantts having been put to death at Rome, and Tiberius 
fofvour of been undeceived with regard to the falfe accufations of that 
the Jews, hellife minifter againft the *Jews, fent orders to all his go¬ 
vernors to have them treated with greater mildnefs, as we otv 
ferved a little higher out of Philo ; and Tacitus ' obferves 
thereupon, that they enjoyed a long peace under tliat em¬ 
peror (H). 

We 


^ Matth. ix. i8, &c. Mark v. 22, &c. Luke viii. 41, &rfeq, 
' Annal. I. vi. c. 25. 


(G) CKriil’a often injoining (e> 
crecy to the perfons whom he 
cur^, has been cenfured by fome 
of our unbelievers, as unfeafon- 
able, and contrary to the deiign 
for which they were wrought, 
the proving of his divine million. 
But he had fcveral cogent reafons 
for preventing his miracles being 
too much blazed abroad, at legil 
till after his refurreftion ; one of 
which was moil: probably, that 
he might not haften the eftefls, 
as well as aggravate the guilt, of 
the pharifiic malice, which, he 
knew, was to fall on him, before 
he had gone through every part 
of his work. 

But there was a much greater 
motive to have thefe miracles 
concealed for the prelent; for 
the multitudes, who had already 


beheld fo great a number of them, 
had conceived fuch notions of his 
being the MelTiah, ‘'that, ujpon 
hib feeding hve thoufand perions 
with a few loaves, they made a 
bold pulh to take him by force 
to make him a king (1); fo that 
he was obliged to withdraw him- 
felf from them into fome private 
mountain, to prevent any infur- 
reAion in his mvour, and bring¬ 
ing the civil power upon him. 

(H) But it is plain, that he 
could mean no more, than that 
they neither difturbed his govern¬ 
ment, nor he their tranquillity; 
but* they were at this time in too 
great a ferment among ththfi- 
ftlves to be properly laid to have 
been at peace. But thellb in- 
tefiine feuds of theirs were be* 
neath the notice of a PemOn hifto- 


(0 
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We are now come to the third year of his public mtniftry, Sendt bit 
which he began with making a thorough progrefs through all aptftUs f 
the cities ot GaUlee j where beholding, with his wonted f^eatb, 
compaffion, the multitudes that followed him every-whcfe, Ywof 
and huw few the labourerb were in comp-irifon of the plentiful thrift 33.' 
harveft in view, he fent his twelve apoltles, two and two, 
to preach alfo through all that country. To qualify them 
for this high office, he endow'd them with his own miracu¬ 
lous gifts, commanding them to difpenfe them with the fame 
gratuitous liberality as they had reteived them, and at the 
fame time foibidding them to encumber themfelves with 
any worldly conveniencies, but depend upon Providence 
fora fupply and reward worthy their charitable labour. Uis txtiU 
reminded them, however, that they muft not exped it fo lent in- 
much in this life as in the next; for, added he, I fend yoazsftruSions 
Jambs among wolves j and, fince you h've been witnefles o{ to them. 
the ill returns which I have met with from this blind and un¬ 
grateful generation, you muft not expert to fare better than 
your Maftcr j but rather rejoice to be, like him, defpifed, rc- 
jeifted, and pcrfccuted j for they will hurry you many a time to 
the judgment feat, and inflid many a grievous puniflimcnt on 
you ; but be not terrified at it, nor felicitous what anfwer yon 
fhall make te their puzzling and ill-natured queftions ; for ye 
{hall be endued With fuch wifdom at thofe times, as all your 
a4Kerfarics lhall not be able to gainfay ®. In other cafes, re¬ 
member always to join the innocence of the dove to the cau¬ 
tion fnefs of the ferpent. Bleffed indeed will be the cafe of 
thofe who ftceive you, and your doftnnc ; but miferable and 
dreadful, beyond that of Sodom and Gomorrah, (hall be the 
fate of thofe who rejed you. And, as for )ourfeIves, depend 
upon it, that He, without whofe permiffion not a fparrow falls 
to the ground, will be ftill your fure guide and prote£for 
With thefe excellent gifts and inftrudions they departed, 
whilft jefus tarried (till at, or in the neighbourhood of Caper^ 
naum, where he heard, about this*time, the news of the ba[^ 
tifPs death, mentioned a little higher, and whither his difei- 

• Luke xxi. ij. * Matth. ix. 36, & feq. x. i, &fcq, 

Mark vi. 7, & feq. Luke ix. i, & feq. 

nan, if he knew any thing of it; and this, as a judidous hifto- 
theiin} At thefe troubled them- rian of our own obferves (2), is 
fdves no ^rther about what was probably the reafon why they 
done,, in foreign provinces th&n are fo filent about the glorioas 
the inteneft or fame of their tranfiiAions of thefe three laft 
conunonwealth was concerned in years of our SaviouPs life. 

(z J Etbar, cent. ], eh, 4, 




Hbrod'x Herod all this whilfi had only Uid his fears afleep hf 
ftat ahoat the death of hrs trouhlefome monitor, wlfich were foon 
Chrtfi. awaked again at the fame of Jefus, whom he fiippofed to be 
that prophet nfen from the dead, whiift others took h.m for 
Ebas^ or Tome other of the antieiu pDphcts. I'his obliged 
him to withdraw himfelf, with hts dif.ipks, mto a dtkit pi tee, 
whither he was, however, followed by a great multitude, 
Teeds fivt and Ciught them there. The d y being far (pen^, and vi^uab 
tbmfoHd fcarcc there, jefus, unwilling to fend thtm away frtfling and 
wtthfive faint, made the people ht down m a convenient |ltre ; and, 
haves, having blffltd his mtan and fcaiity proviiion, which ronfifted 
in all of h\c birle)-loavcs and a lew fmall fifht , maltiplitd 
and diftiibutcd it among them ; and, after they Ind all eaten 
to fatiety, his difciples weie ordered to githtr thv, remaining 
fragmen s, and filled twelve biik ts with them, over and 
above what had been eaten by the inulcituue, whi h amounted 
to five thouftnd men, befides women and thdihen. This 
ftupendous miracle made them luck upon him as the prumifid 
Mefliali i fo that they were now confuim g to h ive made him 
king by main force j but, as foon as he ptrceived it, he re- 
folved to convey lumfelf far enough ou^ of their rcaeh 
He therefore bid his difciples crofs over the like towards 
Bethjatday whilft he ftaid to difmifs the people, after which 
he was to follow them. Whilft th^y were qn the water, he 
withdrew into a retired place on the mountain, to fpend fomc 
part of the night in prayer. The wind being rlicn contrary, 
and very fierce, hindered them fiom reaching the fliore , bur, 
IFalis on whilft they were rowing and toiling in vain, Jt fus c ime towards 
fbt fea. them, about the fourth oi laft watch of tin. nig’it, vi alking 

the boifterous waves, and made as if he would piia by t^em $ 
at which they gave a hidous cry, fuppoling that they had 
feen what the call a mazi/^ or fpeOtre of the vvorft kind, 
Concerning whufe power of doing luikhief tli.ir rabbles tell 
us wonders too abfuid to deferve a pla(.e here ^ Jefus fooll 
recovered them of their fright, by alluring them, that it ws$ 
he ; but Peter^ between doubt and furpriise, ankvertd hfii!!. 
Load, if It be thou, bid me come to thee on the water, 
being permitted, ventured to walk towards him. A fdSdtm 
guft of wind having welled the furges, and his faith 
to fail, he found fi mfelf linking, and cried out to 
fqr help* Jefus ftretched fouh his hand to favc 

• Matth.ibiiL iff«^. Mvkvi. ap. ^ Mattie 
‘ ie feq, John VI. 5, * feq. ad 17. * Vide mSt, 

H^ionor* ^ Hebr, comments m P&l. xd. 
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braided his want of faith, and led him into the boat, where 
himfelf being alfo entered, there followed a calm, and they 
were agreeably lurpnfed foon after with the fight of the 
wifhed-for fhore 7 . Here he was again met by innumerable 
multitudes, who brought to him their Uiieafed from all parts 
to be cured (I). 

Thlse things happened a little before the third pafibvei 
after his entiance into his min llry j for the evangehft' hints, 
that that feftival was at hand ; but whether Jtfus went up 
it, or ftaid in Galilee^ is no-where exprefly faid. Only the 
former is moft probable, not only from his conflant and zeal- 
ous attendance on all other fcftivals, but becaufe his abf<"nce 
at this time, on any pretence, misht have fhevvn an ill pre-***”''^^* 
Cedent to his difciplrs, and given the pharifees an occafion of 
fcandal and accufation. But, if he went up to ‘Jetufaleniy 
he did It fo privately, and ftaid fo fhort a time there, by rea* 
fon of the plots which the heads of the 'Jews had laid againfb 
his life, that It was not known to them till he was gone back 
into Galilee^ where we find him prefently after » (K). 

The 


r Matth xiv 24, & feq Maikvi 46, &feq John vi. 16, Ac* 
* John VI 4.* * Johnvii 1, & feq. 


^ 1 ) Among them were a gi eat 
number of thofe whom he had 
lately fo iiiiraculoufly fed who 
had mifled him, and came fceking 
after him, and exprefled a moie 
than Ordinary joy vhen thci h d 
fbttnd him Jefus however blamed 
their untimely diligence, becaufe 
it did not fo much proceed fiom 
a love to his heavenly dofli me, 
as from the temporal advantages 
which they expected from his 
earthly leign. He therefore ex¬ 
horted them to feek after chote 
more fpintual one«, which he 
was come to tender to them 
This and fome ocher difcourles 
he had with them of a ftill moi% 
spiritual nature, and for which 
we refer the reader to the ficred 
hiftorians (4), had fuch a ftrange 
effeft on them, chat the greatcll 


part of them forfook him from 
that very hour Jefus, no¬ 
thing lefs than furpnfed at this 
dcfedion, addrefled himfelf next 
to hisdifciplcs, to know of them, 
wheihci they felt any inclination 
to leave him. To whom Ptter 
give this glorious anfwer in the 
name of the twelve. Lord, whi¬ 
ther, or to whom, fhould wc go i 
Thou haft the words of eternal 
life, and weare now full\ aflured, 
that thou ait the Chrift, the Son 
of the living God Jefus took 
occifion heic to hint to them, 
that he had indeed chofen thole 
twelve; but that* one of them 
was a devil, meaning 'Julias 1 /ca* 
rioty who was to betray him 5), 
ttio' he Continued to follow him 
With the reft. 

(K) It IS at this paflbver that 


C4) Ci«/ Dtut xvm 15, Jtfnyi. 14, fef 30, Sf/‘f. 

jjtf. 

’Von. X, Qo 


(i } 7 «kn vi. 30, 

Pikte 
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The pha- Til5 feafi: being over, the feribes and pharifees, who 

rifees try miffed him there, font fome of their fpies after him, to watch 
to intangle words and anions, and to catch fome matter ot accuL- 

him in his tJon againft him. The firft thing thefe laid hold on, was bis 
doQrine. gjjd his difciples eating with unwaflted hand*-, contrary to the 
traditions of the antients, and the conlfant cuftom of the 
pharifaic feft. Jefus cafilv expl« d<‘d this accufalion, by 
{hewing them the hypocrii'y ot cleanfing the hands, diflies, 
and other veffcis, whdit their hearts, which moft wanted it, 
were carelcfly left in all their filth of rapine, deceit, and 
jjrepttt to other real defilements. Put he went fuuher to fhew the mif- 
filtncBy chiefs arifing from too clofe an adherence to thofe traditions, 
a great part of which, though plainly oppofite to the divine 
law, were vet picferrcd to it in point ot authority and ob» 
fervance. He inftanced in fcvcral particulais, efpeciilly that 
abominable one, by which they had made void the only com¬ 
mand with a prornife, that of childrtn hono.u'ig and fuc- 
and fe- couiing their parents He not only fliewed tliem the im- 
*i}erely re- piety of fome, but the unreafonable and iUip'Uity of others, of 
proved by jthofe traditions; fuch as thofe tint abfolvtd a man that fwore 
him, by the temple, but not him that fwore by the gold of the tem¬ 
ple ; or him that (wore by the altar, though not him that 
fwore by the gilt that was on it; though, as he j.iftly ob- 
ferved to them, it was the temple that fandtified the gold, 
and the altar that fandified tJie <j:dt. Thefe fevere refledi^ns 
did fo much the moic giavel thele phat dan. fpies, as they feem- 
ed to coniQ down to the capacity ol the mcaneff of his au¬ 
dience, and could not but iidpiic the people wifh a lingular 
contempt lor thole expounders of the law, as well as with a 
great veneration foi himk if. 

To avoid, therefore, the pcrfccutlons which were likely 
to be raifed againft liiiu from that <ju irter, he withdrew him- 

•> Matth. XV 1, iV l(*q. Mark vii. i, & feq. & alib. See bcfbrr, 
vol. ii. p. 45S, fub fin. (d'). 

filate is fuppofcd to have made tower in that metropolis, named 
fuch a fevere example of the le- Sthi.my cruflied to death, he af- 
bclhous Galilaans or Gauhnitesy fured them, that neither of them 
whofe blood ,he mingled with came to fuch a tiieadful end, be- 
their facrilices, as they were per- Caule they were greater Tinners 
forming their devotions in the than the relit; but chat, without 
temple (5) j the news of which a fpeedy repentance, they Ihould 
being afterwards brought to je- all Ihare in fome luch-like dread- 
.His, asi well as the mi^ortune of ful fate, 
ihole eighteen men, whom a 


f 5) Iwfr xiii. I, ST/rj, 


felf 
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felt towards the coafts of Tyre and SidoKf and entered into 
an hdufc privattl , bang unwillirg to be known there; but 
it wis foon beta bv a great number of tick /oJk, who flocked 
to 1 im to be cured. Among thi fc vt as a Cafxmmii/h or Syt o~ Ihels the 
fhannian woman, as St. Maik flilcs hv , wno )tt aderclic'd Svrophee- 
iiim with the tale oi Ji(*RD, and Son oj i) vid, and catneltly meianV 
intieated him m beluif of hcrdaughtei, who Wis toMiiented 
with a devil JefoS at firft 1 emed fo far to oviilook her, 
that his difciplcs begged cf ban »*uhcr to gr mt herfiit, or 
difmifs her. The woman, btcf iring thcrtni on more impor¬ 
tunate, re».e'ved this unexpeclitl repulfe Irom hirr, 7 lat it 
was not’fit to dcp’^ac the children of their br.'ad, to eift it 
unto dogs; but file, nothing dihouriged at fo na rtif\irg an 
anfwei, rhrew he'f'^If at hi feet, aiid owned bf.iclf mJeed 
unwt*rihy of a chill’s portioa , but, at the 1 uiie ti»ne, h jm' ly 
reminded him, tb t iht* vvhel; s w. rc panitrid to fcv.a on thj 
crumbs that fell fioiii their in 1 Iti’ t ble. Jtfu h sidy com¬ 
mended her fingulii taith, ?nd pio.iouneed het dai'diter 
healed; and i^c woman, !i hly fatihm, retJincJ lone, 
where fhe louiid Irr dauf^ .tei 1 a iig on tin l>cd, <,iifi p^rj^clly 
cured d. 

Short L'l a^'ei tl ii, jefn' went mote eTfiw'ard tov.'rdi 
the head ot an . h ok i pn < tl i >u *1* P n/^.' 

w’lierc, among nnicniois < iik , Jie m t /| n i ,i f 

hAirir g to a mm bv rr ('^ i ant'd rh, u mn h thit t'r* 
afioniflv 1 in.! 'tiieh c-itl oil, V/ i h hntl o ' i>/t 
welly ai ^ it i u ^ ' * 1 to, n tn i to 7/* He 

was fuliojveJ tv t'lC i> 1 !t t' 1 ‘out' ent o into m ' • u ). f 

mountain, t/h .. lu* -i en iJ i e ' i ^ ind tl« n, t c»ni g 

them, and hira. <.ii 1 ' ^ , ti v' »t'‘vv-i kuHi. B.it, 

as they had biongiit n > 1 »th T'-t i i t! p o.'ihons, JefU', 
pitying tl cir tab, and Ui"'^ i ' I ‘ > fv-iid rh..jn awiy 

empt), iignifitd l'S dei' n m i i i f i' I s . a'd, fine ng tiu) ^rttifie 
had flill feven mate , i ' • ‘ v n. a , Ik n i !» p’ I In di, f‘i /.xt? 

as he had done befoie, in o i un: inn . , t J i* e foin /•< i*-* tf- 

thoufaiid mai, befidcs wo'^i'-n i i‘I in; wto n!i u vt n ' 

bafkets of that, whiili iicdiicipit fi h ml of the itniainmo: 
fragments^, aftti which liedibiulieoin' nulat ulo, and e oiled 

* Mark vii. 26 ‘•^Matth w. ri, •'I feq Maik vh. 

24» & leq. ® Matth x\. 31, fcq Mark vni. 1, & feq, 

* lid. ibid. & eq. 

I 

(L) A canton in PalrjUne, fo other fide Joulan^ tbecaptal of 
called fiom us ten cities, Atuate which was SiytLopohs ; it was 

fome on this, and iomc on the moflly inhabit^ by gentiles 

{ 6 j See W. 11, f, 396, ^461, 'A). 

O o ; 


the 
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the lake of Tiberias towards the fouth-eaft parts of Magdal* 
or Dalmamttha Here he was accofted again by fome of 
the pharifees and fadducees, who came to ajfk of him a i'lgn % 
to whom having anfwered, as formerly, that they (hould have 
no other bui that of the prophet Janahy he failed bijek, and 
left them to make the application (M). 

Bi INO come to the borders of Spta^ in the neighbourhood 
of Co'farca Phtltppt, a city built by Philip the tetrarch of 
that canton, the Ion of Herod the Gual, as was hinted a 
little higher; he began to queftion his difciples, who had by 
*rhe Jews this time been a year chofen into the apoillcfhip, what the 
opinion of Jtivs commonly thought of him. Being anfwcred, that he 
Chrtjl. luppoled by fome to be John the baptift, by otheis Elias^ 

or fome other prophet; he alkcd them, what their own opi¬ 
nion was of him. To this Peter anlw^rcd tor himfelf, as well 
as for the reft, whofe judgment concerning him he could not 
but know, and affirmed him polinvelv to be the Mefliah, the 
Peter’j Son of CJod. It was upon this nob o confeflion that Chrift: 
rohle con- furnamed him Peter^ oi Roik^ and promifed him upon that 
fejffion of rock to build his cliurch, to give him tht ke)s of his heavenly 
htm, kingdom, and the power ot binding and Joobng ; fo that which 
ever of the two fentences he pronounced upon earth, fliould 
be ratified m heaven. But hcchargid him, and the rtft of his 
coIItguc<!, not to let It be fo much as whifpertd abroad, that 
he was the Mtfhah or Chiift, till he was rifen from the 
dead ^ (N). But as he had given fuch a kind of foretafte of 

his 

sMat. xvi I, &fLq. Maikvni lo, &. feq. •* Matth. xvi. 
la^&feq. LuLciX. i8, & feq & alib. 

(M) In their pafla;,^, he bid to him to be reflored to his fight, 
his difciplcs beware of the leaven Jefus could not refufe his help to 
of the phanlecs and Ld.luccca, fuch objcdls; but, as he had re- 
whichcautiongavethcmallian;;,e ceuwd iach ungrateful returns 
kind of an alaini, beiaufe they ftom the people of that city for 
had forgot to take iomc y i o\ ifioa the many miracles he had wrought 
with them ; but, after he hui among them (8), he was unwill- 
put them m mind of his two late ing to aggiavatc their guilt by 
miracles on the loaves they came frclh ones. Taking therefore 
at length to unSci iUno, that the tiip bhnd man with him out of 
leaven he forewarned them a- the town, he reflored him to his 
gainft, was the pernicious doc- fight, and bid him go dtredlly to 
trmes of thofe two lefts {7). his home, without entering loto 
Upon his landing at Bethfaidaf the riry again 
the native place of fome of his (N) hiom this time, finding 
difciples, a blind man was brought their faitii fo well founded, he 

(7) Matth, xi, »I, £f /ly. (S) Mv' viq. aa, &fej. 

begaq 
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his fufFerlngs and death, as could not but make a deep im* 
preffion on their mind, confidering that they had aiways 
looked on him a<^ the reftorer of the kingdom of Ifrael, and 
continued to do fo even after his rcfurredion he thought 
fit to give fame of the mofl; intimate of them a fpccimcn of 
his future glory. 

Thes were and fames^ and founy whom he took 

up with him to an exceeding high mountain, generally be¬ 
lieved to have been mount labor or ThaboKy defcribed in a 
former volume ^ ; and was there transfigureJ before them, 

This happened wliilft he was at prayer when they fuddenlyf"''^'^*/^* 
belli !d a 1 fire darting from liis face, outfhining even that of fffount 
the Tun. His garments contra£fed a fplendid whittnefs, cx- 
ceuling tint of fnow. Mo/es and Ettas appeared immediUcly 
after, in all the brightnefs of their glorified ftite, and con- 

* Ads I 6. \ol II p 40i,&feq 403, (W) Luke 
ix 28, &. feq and the paulleU. 

began to open a myftery to them, with affuring them, that fome of 
which tniy httic dreamed of, but thofe that were there preknt 
which It was high time for tlum fhould not take of death, till they 
to be (jcquauiied with , namely, had feen the beginnings of this 
that of hic bufferings and death his kingdom poweifully difplayed 
at Jefu/nlem. Pttet, thunder* before them {9) Accoidingly, 
l!ru( k, as it were, at fuch an he gave them foon after fevcral 
unex eded difcoveiy, could not furc evidences of it; hrft, in his 
forbe »r crying, Lours, far be tt glorious transfiguration, then in 
Jtom tlee,t that eies any fuels his refurredion, afeenfion, in 
iL>nj ouldhefalthee, hot hc^xc the wonderful change that was 

feiiti) received fuch afevert rebuke wrought on them by the defeent 
from him, ?s gave him to under- of the Holy Ghoft, when they 
ilanit, that he was but a novice came to fee and taile of that fpi- 
in the dodli ines of man’s redemp- ritual kingdom which they had 
tion and feif denial. He took before but the moft imperfed 
therefore that fur opportunity notion of •, m the fuccefs of the 
to rid them of all their pujudices gofpel, through the gieateft part 
concerning a temporal kingdom, of tlie 01 Id, m fpue of all the 
and to allure them, th'.t there oppofition of the Jews and Gen- 
was no way left for them, or any tiles ; and laftly, in the dreadful 
Other of his difuples, to enter vengeance he took againil tha 
into his heavenly one, but by former, by the arms and power 
treading in bis ileps, and gcxng of the latter, according to his 
from the crofs to that glorious formal predidiion of that laft ca- 
Crown, which waited for them at tailrophe. All which will 
the end of their lace. He con- bek ken in the fequel. 
eluded this forrowful difcourfe 


( 9 ) Maub, XVI, a», 6? f?;, 


lenh ix. a», Gf /?• 

Oo 3 


Mark vii!. 31, 

ferrd 
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ferred with him about the fulhrings and death he was 
fhi'itly to undei io at ferufaUmy diiJ Tor wljich he was to be 
exalted above tver) name in heav«n or eanh During this 
extiaordinary iiitercourje, the ihiee apoillt'., whsjthcr over¬ 
powered wuh the heivenly vjfion, or fallen into a kmd of 
trance, wtje fcarce recovered from it, whin they beheld the 
glory, wherewith tbvir Mafler, and liis two Inwcnly vuito’i, 
were lui rounded ; and Peter y in a kmd of ecftific f'.i prize, 
critd out, Lord, hov) good ts it jor us to be hen f Let 
us make ihiee ta!trratlny one for yoiy out foi Mofes, (in'l 
the third fo) Lius, b.mg kartely knlib^e ot what he faid. 
7 'heir luipiize inciiaf'd, when they U und theirf'lvcs <ur- 
rounded bv a 1 munoiis cloud ; foon afftr \.lnch they 

heaid a voice fioni hcavi n, lo in.% ‘//n /' ;»r hJovei i’w, in 
whom / o"t it I pliuj d hto ' )t I ju. \k. the e w uds they 
remained pioftr'rte on tlie '’round, ftriick wirh w<)ndtr and 
amaTvivcnt, till their !\’ fl tain", .nd la kd tlum up; 
when, upon their looi < aoour, the” were (urpnkd to find 
liim alone, and in liis ulual drcls and appeii nice 
Comes 'a'liL’i came down foon after to rtj in the ufi: of their 
danun coni; .PV ; and, in the wav, '/eyviaave nulhj two 

from ife aflo'tcs, a liiio): thaige to conctal tlie v i.on, till he was nkn 
viohiit^ fitni the tl' «d i hvk lafl wouK cauftd a tulli qm fhon among 
them, vvh't the txpitfh in of hi. riiu p from the dead fliould 
mc.ni , foi. It hems, they a elJ not \ ct ptrkude theniftlvcs 
of what lie h d fo lately told them concerning his death a*): 
ferufedeen, Howevii, they took care not to fpeak of his 
'"Jlfirife transh^uralion till after his refunedfion (O). By that time 
ietiieea they were got to the foot of the mountain, wheie a great 
the phari multitude, and among them fome phanfc'S, waited for them, 
fees and and had hid no fmall ftnfe with thofe clif iples of his, whom 
Chnji'f jefus had left bwh'nd him. Before he coaid well inquire into 
difcMss, the occafion of their d/pute, a man prefi'ed thiough the croud, 
and fell proftrate at Ins feet, and implored his afliftance m 
the behalf of hw fori, who was miferably tormented with a 
dumb demon, by whom he was fometimes hurried into the 

« Conf. Pf. cxxxviii. 2, & Philip, iii, 9, and before, p. 208,, 
it fcq. fub not. Match, xvii. i, & feq. Mark vi. 2, & feq, 

Lukeix. 28, & feq. 

(O) St. Peters by h , fecond gives of it there (2), though he 
rpiflle, which he wrote a little owns at the fame time the evi- 
before his own death (i), appears dence which is drawn from tluat 
to have ftill retained the mofl tefUmony of the prophets to b9 
lively impreffion of it, by that fnperior to it. 

(nortf but elegant defeription he 

f 

(m} Chap, u 13 , 14 ., {z) ver, 
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fire, and at other times into the water, and was become fuch 
a difmal ol j 61 of pity, that he had biought him to hts difci- 
pies, but that thcv had not been able to give him any relief, 
jefus, moved with the deeptft compahion at this dolelul 
llory, coulJ not forbeir upbrtiding both his difciples, and the 
whole JewtJI) generation, with their wii of faith ; and, to 
cenvinct them the more powerlulh of it, ordered the child 
to be brought betort him , and, wliilft he was m the ftrongeft 
convulhoiis <nd igoines, and n ^ foiiovvtnl ftitlur btfeeching 
him in the inoft m wing tcinis, only returned this anfwcr ; 

That if he could believe, the cu e of his fon would be eahly 
ptrfoiined At tliefe words the ^nlier imniediitely cried out, 

Lc RD, , (I i } ff unUi tj and Jefus, nbukingthe 

ctil fpirit, toieed lull to go i i, not witliout hideous cries, 

and liaving the bO) biet’l Lf on t' i inel , infeinnch that 

th~ b ftniJei beitveJhmd il Ijj Jcj is loon undeceived 

them, ind, tiln^ h si b\ ih h u, iailed him, and dcli dtmoniae* 

Vertd him to I is fuller, jerftcUy cured As lion as they 

hid withd wn tlumfelvLo horn tnc dl mifhcd niukitucic, hw 

difciples begied of him to know the leilun, why they had in 

vain attempted to Cuk iiiis dt\il out ? 'lo wh im he anfwtred, 

T hit all their f ppeintncnts in {■ei.e*" 1 weie owing to their 
want of hitli, ’ lu ti *' this paitieulai one WuS owing to their 
liegl £1: cf filling il u pr-jci o 

J1, u , h n ing obfen ed tl e thiee, ?t their coming down from Toretth 
ikt muuiit, quiltion iig about hio refurrectiun, took this hn ouci- 
portuni V, IS they were moving towaids Captrtaum^ and freed/'’'** 
from the cioi s, to fpnk to the twelve afielh concerning "’/“"*** 
his dppio chin^ death , «nd to afluie them, that he IhouJd be*®"* 
betra)cd into wiekcJ hiiius to be ciuciht 1 , but that he fhould 
rife g in on the third da) But ihcir heads fecm to hate been 
fo filled witn a notioi in earthly ktiiidoin, thit, inilead of 
dehr ng him to explain further to them the grating myftciy 
of f IS crofi, they were rather denating how he was likely to 
difpofc of bis new dignities, vmicli they bid more immediately 
in view. This difpute lafted till they were got to the* cit), 
whe e therolUdois alked them, wlntliei then Matter did not the 
pay the ufual tribute (P) and PtUr, who knew Im difpo- 

iition 

4 

® Matth xvii 14, &ftq, Mark i\. 14, & ftq. Luke ix 37, 
it feij. • * 


(P) Several interpreters have 
(bought the tribute-money here 
exafbed to have been that which 
every one was to pay yearly to 
the temple; and that Jefus pro* 


nounced himlelf exempt from it, 
on account of his being the Sou 
of Goo. Hut we rati.er ih<nk, 
with JSeza, that it was the tapi* 
tation-monejr tivhich hau been, 
O 0 4 ' made 
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fitfon to give God and Cafar their due, anfwered them In the 
affirinative. Jefus, however, exprefTed bimfelf to him in 
fuch a mannei, as plainly hinted that tribute to be due only 

from ftranger^, and not from the children, or thofe who are 

free-born. Neveithelcfs, added he ta Peter^ to prevent giving 
any oiFcnce on that account, go and calt thy hook into the 
lake ; and in the mouth of the Hril fith thou takeft, thou will 
find a piece of money (Q^) i pay that for thee and me p. 
JRepravfs As foon as Peter was returned, Jefus alked them, what 
the att'hi- they had been dif ting about in their way thither; whiHl 
iionof they, confeious of ihcir ill-limed ambition, held theii peace. 

dtfc.fUs But Jefus, who knew it perfciSlly v/cll, taking a child in his 

Recom- arms, cxpre/ly told tlicm, that the only way of becoming 
motds hn- great in his heavenh was to be like that little child 

miltfy^ in- innocence and hu iity ; snd that the more nearly they re- 
nocence, femhled him in thole two ixcclltiit virtues, the peculiar foun> 
dation of his religion, and of all Chnflian virtues, the greater 
and higher would then lank be there; whereas pride and am¬ 
bition, the bane of Jiks new and divine inftitution, were the 
ready means to exclude them from luving . iiv fliare or title to 
tharify, that glorious kingdom. For, laid he, whofoevtr fhall re¬ 
ceive one of thele little 'h'ldien, or meek and humble difci- 
plcs, the leaft favour bellowed on them, though b;'t a cup of 
water, in my name, lhall not fad of a rcv.^aid On the other 

P Matth. ibid 32, & fcq. Mark & Luke ubi fapra, ad fin. , 


made in the time of Cyrenius, 
after ArcbilauCh banilhinent, of 
which wc have lately fpoken: for, 
as our Saviour feems to obferve 
to St. Petir here, it was a tax 
impofed upon the by the 

arbitrary will of Cafar againil 
jufiice and equity, bccaufc by 
their former alliances with Rome^ 
tliey were to be free from all 
Inch impofis. However, to avoid 
giving offence, or too great a 
luuntenance to the pernicious 
Geiuknitijh faction, Jelus rather 
chofe to work a miracle, than 
refufe to conform to the law of 
the conqueror, and bring thereby 
a neater mif^ief upon himfelf 
iM nation. 

feems 4s if by this law or 


tax cvei y man had been obliged 
to inrol himfelf in »fome city, 
whether of his nativity or abode. 
Jefus had made hij chief refi- 
dence at Capernaum, after he 
had foifoolc Nazateth. Peter 
had done the fame in all likeli¬ 
hood ; and that is the reafon why 
he bids him give the piece of 
money for them both, without 
mentioning any thing of the 
other apoftles, who might be In- 
rolled at Bethfaida, or fome other 
town near the lake. 

(QJ This piece the Greek calls 
jlater, and the Hebrew or Syriac 
i 4 "»'nO!Si>, aftira ; it was equal 
to the double (hekel, and was 
worth about half a crown of our 
money (3). 


f 3 ) D* nfidt ist. at. Aekutbeot, & Srere-wiod 'de pouder, Bttnard da man- 

f^r. & Prtdeaux in free/, ad tmtuQ, BezaWt & at, in Malth, ubi ftpra, 

•iH? 
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hand, whofoever (hall prefumc to dcfpife, or give them Juft 
caufe of offence (?.<? it is indeed fcarccly poilible for men of 
that low and humble charaffer to efc^pe fuch a contemptuous 
treatment from an haughty and degenerate world), fuch in¬ 
dignities will meet with the fame fevere punifhment, as if 
offered to my own perfon. ifut whilft mankind entertain a 
fpirit fo contiary to that of mv gofpel^ they will hardly ever 
be free from futh pernicious offences; and this is the reafon why 
I, who am come to five that which is in danger of being loft, 
am fo earneft in waining you againft them. If a good ftiepherd 
find, that one in an hundred of his fbcep is pone aftray, how rea¬ 
dily doth he leave the uft, to go and feten batk the ftragglmg 
one ! and how murh neater plcafure would it be to me to le- 
call every poor firaggiiiig morul, who know hov.’defirous my 
heavenly Father is, tint none of thtni fhould penfli, but that 
they may al! Ik* fivcil ' 

Bui' i t '11 voii inoieovfr^ tint you fhoulJ be fo far ftoin/ht^ive- 
oft’ending theic meek dilcples of mine, thit vou ought tonrh of in- 
avoid even rctil'iting the wrongs and cji'ences that are done juries, anJ 
to you. You all ft mil in gr''Mt need ol torgivcnofs horn vour 
heavenly Fathir ; but how can }ou ever expect ii from him, 
if you lefufe it t > vour fcU^w-creatures ? In offences of 2Lad>m»i- 
difttrcnt infure, and ui tendency to religion, your duty th/t to o/- 
is to admoni.il the* o'l’i'iiVi, firft in the privac..ft maniK.-; \[ fenders. 
tins fail', icptat it h^ioie one or two witncfies; if tins doth 
not reclaim lum, dcc'arc Ins oftcnce to the church; and, if 
he rejedts nr admonitiop t.iid ccnfure. Jet him he icfcindcd 
from It; a». 1, till he i Jiuin ami fubmir, look upon him as an 
infidel; pity and piav for him, but avoiJ all familiar iiiter- 
courfc with him. >c.r here 1 repeat it rgain, whatever fen- 
tcnce is thus rcgulaily pjflcd upon fuch an oLftinate offender 
by you here on eartii, fh.ill be ratified in heaven. For what¬ 
ever any number of you, tnjua:h ever fo fmall, thus githered 
ill my name and fpiiit, fna 1 tigrce to alk fro.ii above, 1 will 
furely be in the imdff oi them, to diredl and help their pray¬ 
ers, and fend them home with tlie dallied blcfiing (R). 

After 

{K) Here Peter, finding that number, he explained to them 
an offender was to be forgiven, the uniealcnablenefs as well as 
if private admonition reclaimi^d danger cf an unfoi^iving ceinper, 
him, afked his Mailer, how often by the fignihcant parable of a 
he mull repeat that foigivenefi; wicked fervant, who, having had 
whether fo far as levcn times: the vafl debt of io,ooo t^ents 
and was anfwcred, not only as mercifully forgiven him by his 
far as feven, but as feventy tunes lord, went and arrclled a fellow- 
feven. But, to prevent their fervant for a poor hundred pence ; 

)?eihg fared at fuch an unlimited and, without any regard to his 

intreacics 
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After a (hort fiav ai Copt u un tnc fcaft of tabcinacJeS 
drawing near, f»me of his nturr i toi's, wh») Wvfe, it fccrns, 
the backWiirutlt to htlnve in him, t oftning whit .i longftay 
he had made in Galilee, and t w the fear of they^wr haa 
made him a^od goii g into furUa took upon thorn to re¬ 
prove him fui It, telling liim, that il hib dclign was to be 

known to the woiltl, he ought to g> jnd (Ikw b mlelf at 

'JeruJahti to the grt *1 concourfo of piople that w-rc jnil 
ready to fl >ck ti' that feaft, inlK id of lud ng hiinli It in thofc 
obfeure cointrs of Galtlti. Jclus, d oi rcprovii g their 
temerity, oiilv took ocranoi. to rtmind tnat tut v indeed 

bad nothing to ftar there from the ftws ^ hut tint it \^as 
otherwift with him, ag inft wnolc life tho It, of that na¬ 
tion wt re more balily plottinr^ at tii s tin l di j. rr lie there¬ 
fore told them, thit they rriigfu fh ihw' loon is they 
Goes to tie pleafed ; but, aa to himfelf, he w'onld f ii i, his ow^ t'mf. He 

feaft of ftaid not long, howtvei, rtcrthtm, b t wtre th liei in the 

tabeina- privateft niaiiiier he could, for Itai of awaking the jealoufy 
eles of his tiieniies r 

Appoints Be FORF he rcdchcd feriiftt'evy he wib plt-ift 1 to appoint 
fe<venty another college of difciplts, to the nunu» r of fevtntv, an- 

dijaples. fweiing to the number of the elders cholen by Alojts to be 
hi& ailiflants as that of the twelve apottUs did to the twelve 


^ John vn i, & feq f Ibid ver 4 iL feq s Vid, 

Exod. xvin. pail. Deat. 1 9 See alfo before, voh ni p. 41S. ' 


intreaties and tears, threw him 
into a gaol; for which mercilefa 
cruelty his lord condemned him 
to a cund gn puniihment. 7 he 
application was eaf>, and the 
force of the parallel readtl) felt; 
but Jefus was pleafed to coriubo' 
rate it, by alluring them, on his 
infallible word, that they mull 
cxpe£l no forgivenef. from his 
heavenly Path r, unlef^ they wcie 
willing and ready to forgive euii 
other their trefpaflls (\) 

(S) In his W.W thither hechofe 
to go through tome pa ‘s of 
yiana, and fent one or two of 
his difciples to prepare a lodging 
for him at one of their towns on 

(4) M^ul. xvia, 15, odj}*, is tshb. 

itr/f. 


the road; but thefe, according 
to their ufuai rancour, undei- 
ilanding that he was going to 
fetujalem to tiic approacning 
fcalf, refufed to give him any 
entertunment, which foexaipe* 
rued his company, tiiat the two 
Boanerges, whom we mentioned 
in a late note, were Tor bringing 
down fire fiom heaven to con* 
fume that ungodly place But 
Jdus give them fo fevere a re¬ 
buke, as made them fenfible bow 
diametrically oppofite fuch a re-* 
vongeful and murdering fpiric 
was to that meek and charitable 
one, which brought him fiom 
heaven to fave mankind (5}. 

.bt fipia, <5) Luh IX. 

iribM* 
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tribes of Jfrael (T) Thefe he fent alfo by two and two, 

and with the lame m(fru6iions, and mnaculous power, whic.h 

he hid givtn to tl twilve a,)ofllcs, with this difllrciKe onlj, 

that trie latter were permitted to go to anv city ol Jfya /, but 

thetoimeronl) to tholt piriicuhr places,\ ' erchimftlfdtfigncJ 

tocome after and pitacli * By ihi^ time the feait ol taljtniacins 

was iorne, when there was noPi^ht iiar^h 'Iter, nor inull 

ftrik about h ni, tome tlo ibt g whet icr he would venture 

h mlih there , fiim ah’imipj ij m to i, i pr ipl t.r, others an 

i'n,otor IIw ,),u \ cd at itnnrfji p ibl ’ 11 «he temple about Reaches in 

til Jitter tl d tt the Ic , in J, ti the* \ \\\r\/i, 

taujht buiilH and pen'} th re, nj(Jdii[lA d n i i ilijCtnr 

knov/1 ^c 11 th'' f 1 j b( ok , tl it ill \ 4 i i t rbtir 

afk n; om. in )th r in a kin 1 1 1 an n i t, w t c i iiiui 

of JO men JitdK * 11 )iild c ti itt^ ii tJ W lien jc'u. 

iitaid I'is ri foi i >•, Ji illuic 1 th m, i iit sdiiShineuas 

not from mci, i »■ fionlic ven , ni tl a* u ii ol thtm 

were bit (in rtiv okd to do tlu wnli tjf o, th>-y wool I 

fxn • s- tonvinc d oi the iruih if \ J it he (id. VVhillf, 

tie ttorc, fom dim (d hs courigi, in fpe kii 4 fueli bold 

trut! s at *^ln- I znd of Iuj li^t, ind affirmed ins innacles to 

dcmonlli i I 1 tin true Mdlnh , others, more obfli- 

flate, oljt-e^v-d tilt ^ an mcannds ot his Liith and parentage. 

'lo tlicli 11 i tvi rt ), tha , whitcvertht) might know 01 his 
taiihl deftfiit, they wcic wliolly ignorant of his htavtnly 
one , all which 11 tnfci'td b fuch iiiefr g’bic p oof, that a 
great number of t! <111 h gan to Lwlictt opeolv in 1 ni, which 
vihtn x\\^ migiffr tes kn^w, they lent fomc of their 

ofiiccis to app tliL" 1 1 im Bat, is his timi- waj not }et 
come, inftt<.d of follow mg ihcir inftrudion , they came back 

^ * Luke X I, & feq 

(T) The names of thefe fe (6), Eptjhamus ^7), and Paptat 
yenty, or fevent) two (for they (8), ch efly mentioned in the 
are indifferently called by either AJt , tlit j are as follows Mat- 
number, the Aril, becaufe ex tha$t Ma> k, Luke, Barnabas, Ste^ 
prefly mentioned b) St Luke, phtn, Pothp, Ptochot^s, Ntcaucr, 
nnd the lattei, from a fuppoiition 7 man Pa) /t enas, Nuolas, Juftms, 
that he ufes the round number ApelUs, Sojlbenes, Rufus, L^tgtr, 
infiead of that of feventy twi}, Cephas, 7 haddeus,*A)ifitou,J<ibt, 
anfwenng to nine out of each Barfabas, Andioistctis,'Juntus,St- 
of the twehc tribes), are moiUy las, Lucs us, h^esiabem, Mnafan, 
unknown to us. We find only and Ananias, the lame who bap* 
twenty-eight of them m Eujthtm tized St. Paul (9). 

(6) Ectl h^, hue I* Vid & eitllt M Lul e i, 1 (7) DeCbrtJJ c 

{iJ Ap h.vjtb. uh fiijp a, I lu, e. 39. (9} A 3 s uc. 10, Cf Jef. 

filled 
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filled with admiration, and told thofe chiefs, that they never 
heaid a man fpeak like him u (U). 

H£ 

* John vii. 11, & feq. 


(U) On the la ft day of the 
feaft, m which they ufed the 
ceiemony of drawing witer, and 
bringing ot wood into the temple. 
Jelus took ore fion to entertain 
his aud ence with a di courfe on 
thole 1 vitig witcr, whicn were 
to be imp iced to thoft wfto be 
lieied in him, alluding, as the 
evang I ft obit ves, to thole gilta 
ard graces of tljt Ilo'y bpinr, 
wiiioli were ihortly aKei to be 
p ured on his ctiurch I in i ill 
ip ech ca fed a ficlh d v*fion a 
snong thtm, lomt b litving th it 
none but the Mcftiah could (a 
prel himli 'f in th n e v ilted in tn 
ncr, otln r obicv-tng his btii g 
an oMcurf Galtl t ai , whtrt as the 
McPiih wi, they rightly li.d, 
to bi boi n in l> tf If! em , for To 
he wa , fhoUj, y hr' knew i ot 
Bat the pi arilct-. more cxilpe 
latcd than t} i reft, to hcii luch 
numbers of the nmltituJt, ^nd 
particiil ly the irs ftiit to 
le.ze on him, OwClire tb'^nift.hcs 
fo openly for li"n, \sc*’e th loi d 
cit in thtir invLctisc ug mil h in 
and them, aUtguig, th it runt of 
trur learnttl riLb es o. ij',.i , 
or indeed my but nil actuiftl 
Ignorant mob, h tl b^l eviti on 
him HeiL iSiuodtin/s, who was 
his difcink, llio i-jh 1 '■retly, iin 
dertook to moiltiate t’lc hlFtr 
Iv icm.rJ g I’lfe hot 
iitidti , th I,, t. liwdiJ 

lot permit thcM to cordenn a 
jnm in t’ n ralli aid mern.tfj 
miiti, id wirhmt htinng 
what he had to Uy m his OAn 

T ’ J'lA f /><*’/ 11 f *4“ ^ 


defence This fpeech galled them 
fo much the more, becaule, tho* 
the y w ere conltious of the charge, 
they dared i ot bring it to fo fair 
an liTut Ihey therefore afked 
him in a tumultuous manner, 
whether he was a Galihan ; and 
bid him go ind karch the btnp- 
luics, and he* would find, that 
th t prov ncc ncvci yet puduted 
a proph t And \et wt have 
fotiiieilv Ihewn, tiiu Jot **0 
w u IV )lal'y acknovvhby 
them o tiavt biei i prophet, was 
a n 11 e of G I / ^ /w, a town 
in the ir be ol /th hn i i Galt~ 
/»e (n , 1 > t at thele men mull 
h V bten tit er very iguoiant 
or petv'rle to have affirmed lueh 
a palpable fallhood , however, 
the alltmbly w is broke up lor 
that time ?) ' 

(efus wtne that night out of 
the ciiy, and retired towards the 
mr lint of Olives , and returned 
ag un earl) in the morning, and 
tiughr *n the ireifury ot the 
tin )!e, where the fnibes and 
pn inlees bi ought an aJuItiefa 
be foie hitn, faid to be taken in 
the vci y adl We have leen in 
a former volume, that the Mo- 
fatc 1 iw condemned fuch offend- 
eis totlrath (3}, and they filled 
not to remind him of it; but 
pieiended to have a defire to 
know wlnt 1 e thought was to 
be done in this cafe, that they 
might find fomearciifation againft 
him, fuch as either his too great 
kveritv, if he condemned ; or, 
if ne did not, hi. too great i&d.uj'’ 

' "Jo^n vj, % r 3 ”, ei jf», 

I 

gence. 
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He began to tell them, that he was the true light of the 
world, and that thofe who followed him were free from dark- 
nefs. This expreflion cxafperated the pharifees afrefh, who 
thought that title to belong to them alone. Tiiey therefore Phariftet 
defpifed him, as bearing teftimony of Inrnfelf j but were an- offmdeiat 
fwered, that they indeed were peculnrly famed for htmngCbnJl, 
a pompous teftimony to, and complimenting one another; 
but, as for him, he had the teftimony of Mofes and the pro¬ 
phets, of fobn the baptift, and, above all, that of his hea¬ 
venly Father, of which the flupendous works, which he 
wrought before them, were an undeniable proof. But, added 
he, this will more evidently appear after vc have lihed me up 
on the crols; for then lhall my tlilciplts find themfelvts truly 
freed from that yoke and thralduni, undci which the reft of 
the world gioans. Here the pharifees, not pineiving that 
he fpoke of the freedom fioni hn and guilt, told him with 
their wonted aflunince, that tiny being children, 

it was out of his powei to mike tlieni tieer than they were, 
fince they had never been in bondage to any ; but Jvfis, in- Hlsfe^ere 
ftcad of exploding the falftiioJ, told them, thit if their adhons teptoof of 
were to determine whofe cJiiKiren they were, their pride, fbem, 
avarice, perfucuting and murdering fpirit, and their perverfe 
oppofing of'all laving truths, rather piovcd them the cluldien 
of the devil, and the flaves of fin, than the free born ofFpring 
df a righteous Abraham. The unable to relcl fo juft 

a tenlure, contented themfelvea with calling him a Samaritan, 
and a d nipniac ; but were anfwertd, that the zeal which he and apola- 
had conftantlv exprefled foi his Father’s honour, and the m dice £}furbm- 
with which ihey had as conftantly oppoled him in it, could^^i^ 
eafily determine which of the two moft defers ed tfie appel¬ 
lative of demoniac. However, he added, turning to his au- 

gence, and difregard to the lais ; This unlooked-for anfwer filled 
or, in either calt, hib affuming thofe holy hypocrites not onJy 
a judicial power, jefus, who with wondei, but with fiicii 
eafily perceived their malicious fliame and remorfe, that they 
deiign, Hooped down, and made withdr..w themfilves one after 
as If he did not hear them; but another, and left the woman 
was writing fumething with his aloee with him Wnen Jefus 
linger on the ground. This made Itood up, and fouivd ail her acca- 
them more eaineft to oblige hfin fer' goi e, he diimilTed her with 
to declare his mind ; upon which th s mild reproof, Go thy way, 
he roie up, and told them, that and fin no more ; and then re- ‘ 
he, wl^o was free from fin, fhould fumed his diicourfe to his audi- 
eafi the firit Itone, and then re- ence (4). 
turned to his former attitude. 

(4) John till. I, Sf fij. 

dience. 
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dicnce, This I alTure you of, that he who obe)s the divine Uw 
which 1 am preaching unto you, (hall ncvei die. ThK doubts 
ful exprcffion raifcd n,.w argument*?, as well as new in- 
veflives fiom the carnil /aur, which, on this and feme other 
occdfion*', VIC flnl', ior brevity, omit; tho’they rofe to fucli 
an hiight, thit they attempted hvcral times to ftone him ; 
but he as n{t(.n miuculoufly conveyed himielf away from 
them (W). 

Jn his V V to Gal In^ he flopped at a ceitain fmill village 
tatned hy railed Btth ny^ hriiitt on the liithtfl part of the mount of 

Maicha O'/Tis^ uhtie he ui x^ntcitanivd by Laz.af?is and his two 
WMary 

T hc(i, up'll h. um il, were leiy differently (in- 
plo* cd ; r, in pripinii'^ m tltgint fiippet , anti Mutyj 

in liflinin t Jf'us , n ti to his heuenly dileo irfc. Matthoy 
vextvl to 1 c ntr fifLi leave the whole caie ol the 

entertainment ti hr, went and coinpllined of it before 
him , and if i vt i lb s ftve'c rcbulvC fiom Jtliis’*' mouth ; 
Tint file me u in hn d lit. if li tv much ibout the trifling affiirs 
of a flipper, wh Iff her wifi.r iif’4.r was ni nJmg (he one thing 
nectfl i , (lie c nctins of .n (her .ind i b tt i lift 
Reaches in Pro’*'! Betha>y he pioceL.ied to GuldtCy where he went 
Galilee, tiMshing m eveiy fvnigog'ic, and other convenient 

places, infliufSling his fdlowtiii with miny excellent parables. 


John vin 12, ^ ftq 30, &. fcq. Lukcx '7, ad fin. 


(W) Upon his Jepirtui c fj om 
the cit), the ftvcniy diiciples 
rejoired him , and with no fnnll 
joy acquainted liim with then 
fuccefs, and that the veiy deviU 
became fubjcdl unto them Jelus, 
though pleafed with the ap- 
proaciung duwnfal of Safari's 
power, ytt obieiving that his 
difitple!) feemed to exprefs too 
great a fatisfadlion at their mu i 
cu^ous poivei, bid them lat'er 
rcjon-c at their having thtir 1 aniCi 
wntten in heaven Whillt he wis 
giving them fo'nie fuithcr di t- 
dlions for their r'ghtiy difpenhng 
of thefe new gift, a certain do- 
dlor of the law afeed him, what 
he mull do to be faved > Jefus 
referred him to the Mofaic law, 
the fum and fubllance of which 

7 


confided in loving God above all 
things, and our neighbour aa 
o.it’s fclf But, as the nirrow- 
minufd /if7i.r fLircely accounted 
any but tJ. jfc ol tneir nation and 
left for their nc ghbour, the law- 
)er afk( d him furthc*-, whom he 
ought to look up n as fuch. 
Upon wh ch Jtfus put fjith that 
moll excellent paiable ot the 
yt,v that fell imong thieve ;and, 
alter having bern ova looked and 
ncglettcd by the prieft and levite, 
wib at length happffy relieved by 
the charitable Samantan, hiom 
which he concluded, that our 
duty to oui neighbour was not 
confined to fedt, nation, or any 
other circumftance, but extended 
to all mankind. 


and 
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and ftill confirming all with fomc new miracles r. Among the Hea!t tm 
lafi, he wrought one on the fabbath-day, in (omtt JiiviJhnUdtcr*- 
^nagogue, on a poor decrepit woman, whom old age and^iV. 
licknefs had fo bowed down, that Ihe had not been able to 
taife herfelf up during the fpace of e ^ :cen years. Jefus, 
moved with her mifery, called her to him . and, having laid 
his hands on her, pronounced her free from her infirmity, not 
without incurring the pharifai: indignation and refentment; 
but Jefus retorted their reproofs with fuch poweiful arguments, , 

and familiar parables, as did at leaf! filence them, though all 
was too little to com nice them, that doing fuch good deeds 
was the proper work of that d^y. The lollowing is a very 
piegnant inilance of it. 

Jtsus, alter Jicqucnt petagratlons thiouph Galike and 
"WAi comt ti) the 'e?il of the dedication of the tem¬ 
ple, inliicuted by 'Judas ufttCLobasm, and mentioned in a for¬ 
mer fcdlion He Ciim.i d >11 a fabbith-day to meet m the 
ftrect a man that x.a, bfi-n bhrd, concerning w’hom his difci- 
plcs afked him, wl cthtr the fi.is of his parents, oi his own, 
had brought tiiat calamity up ai him. J'^fus anfuered, that 
neither his own nor Ins fircfathers fins were tlic caufe of his 
bliiidnefsj but that Gop . ffeied fuch things to happen for 
the gieatei* winiiitfiatian t>i his unlimited power, addin'^, that 
he was rhiv.£l^ come to make a fuller difplly of it. Hating 
tjjus la'd, lie fpit upon the grouHvl. ?nd anointed the Mind 
mauN eyes with the modtened earth, and Iv I him go and 
Willi hiinfelf m Si!''u}n', pool IL aid fo, a id obtained hu Ch^i>s 
fight, to the no fmall admirati in of all tliat faw Inni, who t^.nn tbaf 
could liaidly p 1 ^i ide tli in*« b t > thit he was the fame perfon, as iern 
till he afl'uud thvm of it. The n^-w^ ol thiS wonderf"! znrtldiszd. 
Were fuon broiij'ht to the faiihu i.n, whither the man was alfo 
brought, and cirefully examiiud , but, upon liis acquainting 
them with the cir<.uinitance of anointing his eyes with 

the clay nude with his fpittle, a pi-al difienfioii arofe among 
them i one itdc allliining this .Ction to b- a hi each of the 
iabbath, and the other afkuig t'ltni, how ih y could fuppofe 
it pollibic for a finner and lihluth buaker to v/oiic fuch an 
extraordinary miracle. To be tiitiefore fiiisfied of the truth 
of the faiSl, they ordered his parents to be bought before 
them, who, upon examination, owned the man to be their 
fon, and to have been born'blind ; but pretended to be igno¬ 
rant how he had recovered his fight. Up m their receiving 
this further evidence, they called the young roan in again, and 
bid him aferibe the glory of his cure to God alone ; for, as to 
the man, who had wrought it, they knew iiim to be a finner, 

y Luke cap. xi. dexii. palT. > Seep. 284., & (H). 
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and a cheat. After feveral other inquiries, in which they be-- 
trayed the moil unaccountable partiality, and inveteiate ran¬ 
cour againft his divine phyfician, the young man at length took 
the liberty to plead in his defence ; and to remind them, that 
llnce the creation uf the world no /uch cure had ever been 
wrought on a man born blind ; and that it was confcquently 
not only above the power ot fuch an h itcful Tinner, as they re- 
prtfented him (fince all fuch aie in the higheft deteftation with 
G)D), but even ai ove the power of any but a true prophet 
f nt from above. One might have hoped, that fuch ftioiig 
rcafoning might have made fonie better impreffion on the 
pharifees ; but they were rather the more exafperated to hear 
themf'lvps fo juftly reproved by a mm whom they accounted 
altogether born m lin ; and, after a ftvere and contemptuous 
rebuke, oidac J him to be imiud out of the aflembly ^ (X). 

We pi!'’ n w t) the fourth and laft year of his public mi- 
mftrv, an jcIi fill «>‘‘thc moft furpriling and fignal events 
t.Ti*^ ever the worM btlicld , the redemption of mankind by 
t'le blood of the i'on of God ; his ufurreftion, afeenfton, 
miHion of tie Holv Spint, miraculous change wrought on 
liie apollb'S a”d firft preachers of Chnfliauity ; the church of 
Cnrift pimttd bv the pow.„rful pleaching of a few plain and 
ilhtciate fi 1.' r.nen, confiimed by gieat and glorious miiacles 

* John IX per tot. 


jefr fo iH 1 liim foon after 
in the temple, gave him .i more 
gracious reception, and then turn¬ 
ing to the audience, took octa- 
hon, from the Ute paiti il beha- 
V lour of the fanhednn, to excl um 
Bgainft thole faUe and pcinicious 
teacher^-, who climbed i*p into 
tiie fhcep-fokl by private and 
unlawful way-, like tJiieves and 
robbers, orU to kill and dcllroy 
the fheep, that othcis, who 
were only liirelingi, and had 
neither property in, nor ti ue con¬ 
cern for theiV floe s, minded 
nothing but their flecc ■, and their 
milk , fo that, when they faw 
thtra in danger from r venous 
bealls, they left them to become 
a prey, inftead of protcfting and 
defending them. Hence he proved 


himfelf to be the true Shepherd, 
bicnuic he came to give his life 
ioi his fheep, and to procure 
them wholfome and lathing pa- 
lliiie lie concluded with telling 
them, that he had other fheep, 
than thofe of the Je-wtjh kind, 
to br rg into his fold, which 
would pi ove more tractable, and 
obedient to his voice, intimating 
theicby the converfion of the 
heathen world 

This difcourfe had likewife ^ 
d ftercut efT 61 on his audience, 
fqmc catling him a demoniac, 
and blaming the reft for lifteniA^ 
to nun ; wt tiers afking, when 
they had ever known a demoniac 
utter fuch excellent truths, or 
open the eyes of a man boan 
blind (5), 


(S) John X. poff. , 

8 wrought 
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Wrought by them, by maf^ fopernatura) gifts bellowed on 
them, and by them on the nrft believers and preachers, and in 
a little time cemented by the blood of innumerable martyrs, 
and founded on fo firm and immoveable a rock, that neither 
the powers of earth or hell have fince bci .1 able to deilroy it. 

. tVe ihall omit a great numbbr of bis excellent fermona, para> • 
bles, ilrenuous firuggles with the incredulous fews, and fre« 
quent perfecutions from thephanfecs and fadducees, but efpe* 
cially a much greater number and variety of miracles which l(e 
wrought within this ihort interval, to come to that celebrated 
one, which determined the fanhedrin at length at any rate to 
put him to death. We mean the raifing of his friend Laza¬ 
rus from death to life, after He had been four days buried, and 
in the prefence of a great multitude of conficlerable J^ws^ 
who, by reafon of the nearneft of Bethany to Jerufalem^ were 
come thither from that metropolis, and were eye-witnelln of 
this ftupendous fa^. 

Jesus had defignedly conveyed himfelf away at fome di> Herafie» 
fiance from him, during the time of his ficknefi i and bad at Lazarus 
lad acquainted his difciplcs with his death, adding to it, that *ht 
he would now go and raife him up to life. Upon his approach* 
jng to Bethany^ Martha^ who was informed of his coming, 
went to meSt him at fome diflance from the place, and com* 
plained to him with tears, that, if he bad been there, her bro* 
tlier would not have died. Jefus comforted her with the pro* 
snife of his rifing again s but fhc, underilandmg it of the lad 
refurreidion, earneltly intreated him, that he would now ufe 
liis never-failing intcrceffion with God to have him redored 
to life. Having obtained a gracious promife ifom him, fhe 
went in hade to call her dder, who came accordingly, accom¬ 
panied with a great number of Jevasy who were come to com- 
her, and, by her hady departure, fuppofed that fhe was 
going to vent her tears at her brother’s grave. As foon as 
ue came in fight of Jefus, (be fell on her knees, and ex- 
prefled her grief in fuch a pathetic manner^ as drew fome fighs 
ohd tears from him, as well as from the red of the by-danders. 

At lehgth, feeing frelh multitudes coming towards him, he 
d^red the two fiders to conduSl him to the grave, the fight 
of which drew a frefh fhower of tears from him i. infomucb 
the yevfs wondered, that he. Who could give fight to a man 
born blind, fhould not interpofe the fame miraculous power 
twhave faved fo dear a friend from death. Whilft they held 
tbiadifeourfe, Jefus ordered the grave-doAe to be removed, at 
which Martha cried out. Loro, hy this tifne hr ftinktth. But 
^ after a gentle reproof for fudering her faith to fiiii fo foon, 
and addrefiinghimfeff to Heaven in a pathetic prayer,called out., 
X^zarus, cme forth. Upon which, he that was dead, came 
VoL. X, P p oat. 
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outy bound, as bo was, in his funeral < (Y) ; from which 

he was at Jefus^s deAre immediately, loofed K 
It is eafy to imagine either the joy of the two Afters, or the 
fnrprize of the reft of the at the Aght of fo ftupendous 
a miracle; and indeed it wrought fuch a convidlion in the 
greateft part of them, that they^ began now to confeA him in 

f ood earneft to be the Meffiah. And not only thofe who had 
een witneAes of it, but vaft multitudes of others (who, hear- 
t ^ ing of it from them, came Hocking to Bethany to be further 
■ ^ fatisfu^ of it), believed alfo in him. The fanhedrin was foon 
rtw/i acquainted with this tranfa^tion, and were in no fmaU concern 


fut 
death* 


^ John xi. I, & feq. 


(Y) This circumftance, ex- 
preily mentioned by the evange- 
lift, renders the miracle ftill more 
authentic and unqueftionable. 
We are told by him in another 
^ace (6), that the cuAom of the 
(thofe at leaft who could 
afford it) was, to embalm the 
dead with an aromatic mixture 
of myrrh, aloes, and other gums, 
mixed with fpices, with wluch 
they rubbed their bodies all over, 
more or lefs profufely, according 
CO their circumilances, or regard 
to the dead perfbn r after which 
they wrapped their heads all over 
with a napkin, and their whole 
body with a fliroud or winding- 
fheet, both which they afterwards 
fwathed as tightly as they could 
with proper bandages (7). 

We formerly obferved alfo, 
that they buried their dead very 
foon (8), feldom or never keep¬ 
ing them twenty-four hours 
above-ground. Lazarus there¬ 
fore, having been drad'fbur days, 
muft have lath at leaft three of 
them in his grave, which was a 
cave cut into the rock, and oo> 


vered with a large ftone ; A>that 
it was impoifible for any cheat 
or impofture to be traafa^d with 
all thofe circumftances, fince if it 
could be even fuppofed, that a 
perfon could live fo many days 
in fuch a damp and airlefs cave ; 
yet the linen fwathed on his face 
and body, and fpread over fuch a 
gummy compoficion, muft have 
fmothered him in lefs tlian fo 
many hours. ‘ 

This was fo plain and unque- 
ftionable, that neither any Jews 
there prefent, nor even any of the 
fanhedrin, pretended to deny or 
doubt of the fa£t, but rather con¬ 
demned him upon the notoriety 
of it, and as tending to give rife 
to a new feft, whiu woiAd en¬ 
danger their church and fiate. 
Of the fame nature afterwards 
was the apoftle’s cure of aa old 
cripple ; whidi, tbo* the whole 
fanhedrin own^ ini acknow- 
l^ed it to be a mirade {9}, yet 
they endeavoured by the titeun- 
juftifiable means to fiipprefs, and 
upon the fame aceoant. 


(6) 7 obn xtx. 39* fj ) D» hit ttkolet fepatt. ff/braee, 

tnet, dtjtrt, in tea, Lm it S^tn, eerrfot. 'fiii.part* v. r. li« Lazjf ^pOiat. 
€0 ut. {tyViJ. W. lii. p. 171, & net, 

14, ^/tf, fyif, lu. s, 

how 
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how pttt an effedual (his dange^ui incmfis, both of 
his tame, and of the number of his difciples. For, as they 
rightly argued, if we let him alone, and fuller him to work 
fuch hgnal miracles, ail men will Mieve on him $ the confe- 
quence of which they feared would be, that the jealous Ro* 
mans wauid came and dejiroy bath thtir place and nation* At ^ 
length Caiaphas the then high-priefl flood up, and fpake toOiajdud 
this effe^l: You feem to know iwthing at afl, nor to confi-prqt£^, 
^er, that it is expedient, that one man fhould die tq prevmt/<^g/^Mf 
the ruin of a nation « ; little thinking that he was 'Iben m^Jhouldw 
fpired from above, and was delivering the will and decrees oC/^^ *h» 
heaven, that Jefus fhould fuffer death, not for the 
nation only, but for all the faithful, which were to be gathered 
together in him from the four corners of the earth. For, 
beuig high-prieft that year, it pleafed God to give him the 
•i^rit of prophecy,to utter this great and comfortable trutiHaod 
thereby further to manifeft the accomphfhment of the divine 
oracles concerning the Mefiiah’s dying for the fins of the 
world. Hu advice was readily embraced, ami, after they ba 4 
once refolved on his death, they were eafily determined to 
cut off Lazarus alfo, the fight of whom daily increafed the 
number of believers. 

But Jefus, who knew his own appointed time, as well as 
the refult of their laftconfultation, withdrew himfeU into a final] Jefus re- 
•city called Ephraim^ in the neighbourhood of the wildernefs^r>««»r»* 
of that name and there continued with his difciples till the 
approaciuDg feaft of the pafTover. He left the place fix days 
before th*at feaft, to go up to Jerufalem j and took Bethany in Comes to 
his way, where Lazarus and hu fillers entertained him, and his Bethany, 
difciples, at a fumptuous fupper $ it being a fabbath-night^ at 
which times they kept a more plenteous table. Whim diey 
were eating, Mary^ to fhew her extreme regard to their gueft, Mary «»• 
came and anointed his feet with a precious cuntment of *pihc- 
nard, whofe fragrancy filkd the whole houfe, Whilft the^^* 
dilcjples were wondering at her profufenefi, Judas^ whom 
we dbferyed to have been their bag>bearer, could not conceal 
his indignation at it; and, afkmg, why the ointment was not 
rather wd, ^d the money given to the |)O0r,^ the reft uf the 
; iwdve feem^ alfo in fome meafuie to join with him in it •, 

>tiU*Jefup had feverely rebuked him, and exquftd her generous 
«Rihn, as an anticipation of his buriahrite; addii^, that the 
memc^ of it fhould be preferved to her honour, as fitr a|id 

A 

' * John xviii. 14, k feq. ^ Vid. a San. xviii. fi, k feq* 

* Conf. Match, xavi. 8. Mark xiv. 4. fir JObnxii. 4. 
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as long as the preaching of his gofpel ibould reach or en¬ 
dure ^ 

Ok the very next day (Y), Jefus* knowing his time to be 
CtriJI juft at Innd, marched now boldly cowards JerufaUm^ whilft 
firaitto his difciples, to whom he had more than once or twice fore* 
feruik* told all Che ckcumftances of his future fufTeringsand death f» 
accompanied him with heavy and trembling hearts. As for 
the traitor Judas, he conceived fuch a grudge againft him at 
the laft n^ht's adlion, that he refolved to betray him into the 
hands of his enemies upon the very firft opportunity. When 
they were come to Betbphage upon mount Olivtt, within a 
fmall mile of Jerufalm, Jefus duelled two of his difciples to 
a place where two roads met, and bid them bring from thence 
a fhe-afs, with a young colt by her, that had never been 
backed ; aitd, if the owners aiked them any queftions, they 
IhouM only anfwer, that the Lord had occafion for theiw, 
and they would readily permit them to be brought to him. 
flit They brought the afs and colt accordingly; and, having fpread 
tmpbant 3 garment upon the latter, fet Jefus on it, and accompanied 
march to |,j,„ Jerufakm, in a kind of triumph, attended by great 
that city, multitudes; fome of whom, going before, ftrewcd the way 
with their garments, and green boughs, crving out Hofan- 
nah (Z); bUJfed is the fan af David, and blejfed is 'the King of 
Ilraei, who comth in the name of the Lord (A). 

Jesu- 


^ Jduj xiu 7, & ftq. V Vid. Matth. xx. 17, & feq, 

Markx. 31, «rfeq. Lake xviii. 


(Y) This happened in this year 
on the tenth day of the month 
Ni/an, anfwering to the twenty- 
ninth of our Marehi and was the 
day on which the pailbver Iamb 
was taken up and prefented at 
Jerufalem (i). 

(Z) Or rather, according to 
the Hehrea>i, Hef>ah-Ha, Save, 
tue fray ; fb that this was a kind 
of prayer or blqffing uied by the 
Jews, and taken from the hun¬ 
dred and eighteenth pftlm (2},and 
feff^b!td,Save,freferoe, »m pre* 

Loud, 5 m ^ David 1 

ifftf 

ji\t) Ujjir. & Eeiard, tAifvp. Ste* 
$tt ie/ert, v«/. iii. f, %f, & Jtf. (B). 

Metth. xaL y, Sf ff, Mark xh 


(A) Thus was that famous 
prophecy of Zachary fulfilled j 
Fear not, 0 das^hter of Sion; 
behold, thy Kmgcemetb to thee, 
juft, hunAlt, andmeek,andridnyg 
on the foie of an aft (3}. The 
multitudes mil increafingu they 
went on, the pharifees, who 
beheld the fight, and heard dlioft 
acdamatioDs with nofmall jnd%- 
nation, drew nearw to him, and 
easnefidy defired hinr, that fie 
would coBunand at his dif- 
dplcs, if not the whole crCliid, 
to be filenc. But Jefus rather 

i 4 Si, y. so, fif fif. (s} Viff. g, 
(9) Prof, Zueb. is, a, ffaieb LdU 


thofe 
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^ jEivs repaired immediately to die tenqile, and, as he had Monda^ 
formerly done, eiqpelled all the mer^tile brood from that ^ 
facroi piece, and convinced them of his authorlg^ in fo doiiie,y^#<’** 
by working foveral cures cNere on the fick, lame, and blind, 
whilft the wondering multitude continued their loud acclama¬ 
tions of H^fannah u ihi fin tif David ! to the great foandal 
of the pharifees, who did all they could to (ilence them. But $ 

Jefus, who knew the main fpring of all their pretended zeal, Cbrijifi 
not only ftopped their invedlives, by reminding them of that lenees tbf 
pophecy out of the pfalmift j Out of the mouth of bakos andpbatift^ 
fucklings thou haji ptrfeHed praifi ; but expofed their malice 
and obftinacy by fuch ftrong arguments, and pungent parables, 

* Conf. Pf. viii. a. &Mattli. xxi. i 6 . 

cbofe to filence their own envy, known, at lead: in thefe thy lat> 
by aiTarmg them, that, if tkofe ter days, the things that would 
fhoald hold their peace, the very have condaoed to thy pace^ but 
fioaes would cry out, and pro* now are they hidden from thee s 
ditm the divine author of fo and now the fad appointed time 
many glorious miracles. But he draws near, when the enemy 
took a much more eifeflual me* ihall farround thee with trenches, 
thod to Tupgrefs the pomp and and inclofe thee on every fide, 
noife of that mock-triumph, as butcher thy children wldiin thy 
well as the ffojfaaaabs of the mal- bofom, and level thee with the 
Mtude, which he but too well ground, fo that not a done fhall be 
knew would in a few days be left ilanding upon anolber,becaufe 
changed into the blafphemous cry thou woutdll not know the time 
of, Aviayhuitb hintt trueifyhim. of thy vification (4). Thepo-* 

For, as he drew nearer to ftru.- pie, however, more full of the 
faUmt the fight of that rebtllious prefent triumph, than mindful of 
and unhappy metroplis having his diftant threatenings, went and 
sevived in his mind the more entered the city with their ufui 1 
dreadful profpft of that ap* acclamations, and drew fuch a. 
proaching ruin, which was now vail concourfe after them, to 
haftening upn it, and which know who this prophet wab for 
he himlaf had more than once whom they made all this budle, 
foretold to his difciples, it was that the whole city was in an up- 
ihen ^proper time to damp their roar; and well it might, when 
untimefy joys, by reminding they heard them fay, that it was 
^hem of it i and here it was that Jefus of Nazantb, thepromifed 
tha^difosal feene, having quite Mc:£ah ; and remembred at the 
him of hb anger Ind fame time what a fevere rptence 
made him break out the fanhedrin had paf&dtiot only 
fofo the followii^ coinpaffionate againll him,but on every one who 
expfluktion, mixed with a flood fhoald acknowlege him to be the 
^tears: Oh that thou hadfl: but Chrift 



that would doubts have laid hold on bim, bad not the' 
iight ol fo great a niidtitttde oveiawed them >. T&ere were 
at this time a AUmba of Oregis (^, who were come to the 
feafti and exprefled a ddSie tdfee mm. Jefiis readily ctufed 
Some them to be called in ; ,and» to take off the fcandal the 
Greek cro^, by which he was gofns to procure the fiUvation of both 
fnftfytis yetiai and Gentiles^ he entemin^ them with a difajurfe on 
^ntfodueed his fuffeiings, and clofed it with affuring his audience* that 
^liie. thofe only* who, after his example, were ready to lay down 
their lives for the fake of heaven, would be intitled to it. 
Refle^ing next on the glory which God would receive from 
his death, he broke out into this ejaculation. Father^ 

4 *veiee thy name ; and was anfwered by a voice from heaven, / have 
Seard both glorified ity and will glorify it again. This was probably 
frombea- meant of the plentiful effuhon of the Holy Ghoff, and 
that converfion of the Gentile world, which was fhortly to 
follow his death; but the people, not rightly attending to it, 
miftook the voice, fbme for that of an angel, fpeaking to 
him, fomp for what they called the bath-col (C), and othfifs 


* Matth. ibid. 24, ad iin. 


(B) Ijhefe were properly net- 
thw nor Gentiles^ bat what 
the former called profelytes of 
the gate, of whom we have fpo-> 
ken more fully in a former vo¬ 
lume (5l« 

(C) This word, which lite¬ 
rally fignifies the daughter voice, 
or ^ugbter of the voice, is what 
the Je^ws have fubftitated to the 
gift of prophecy, after this laft 
had been extinft in Zteheay and 
MaJachi^^a laft of the prophets. 
Por though they allow, that fe- 
veral eminent men among them 
have been fince endowed with it, 
{iicK as we have feen fome of the 
ellenians i yet they looked upon 
them in an inferior view to the 
former, who rewlved theirs by 
Immediate infpiration,Wiuilft thefe 
had it chiefly by the help of the 
hatb-eel. 


They are, however, divided in 
their nations concerning this laft, 
having no other guide to go by 
than their pretended tradition, 
which they make no difficulty to 
underftand as it beft ferves their 
turn. Wfiilfttherefbreffime pre¬ 
tended, that it was a plain, loud, 
and articulate voice, fneh as was 
heard by young Samuel (6) 1 
Others looked upon it as a 
kind of foft whi^r, and others 
again as a kind of internal voioo 
fpeaking to the heart of the per- 
fon. 

^ Whether there is any founda¬ 
tion for the two former, is hard 
to affirm upon fo tottering a tefti- 
mony as the tabbies, who af! 
owij they lived long after it 
had in fbme meafure ce^ to ^ 
fb common. Of this najme wat 
that which is affirmed to have 


fij t Som^ iu, Sf 


beca 


($J $« wl. is, 9* /<f* ^ 
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for a clf{> of thundor; till be aflured the^ tfaat tt was «jreal 
voice A;nt from heaven, not for hi«, hut ^ir fi^f^ S an4 to 
warn them to make a right ufe that light, dk^rerragable 
evid^'nce, which he bad aibfibd them, left thsymould bring 
upon chemfelves a judicial blindnefs. For, addra he, when! 
am once lifted up, alluding to his death upon the crofs, 1 Chrijt 
ihall draw all men unto me*, inthbatfng thereby doubtleri,/i/*<r«// 
that his laying down his life in confirmation of hb do^rine,^'^ 
joined to aU the other evidences that had preceded, and were^rer^. 

\ 

* John xii. 20 , Sc feq. 


been beard to pronounce rabbi 
Aktba happy in the next world, 
after he bad been frnt out of this 
by order of the emperqr Adrian ; 
and another, which declared two 
fiunous dolors, Htllel and Sa- 
tnutjL to be worthy to receive the 
Ghofi} and feme o^ers 
{7}, which, if really heard, might 
he yet owing to fome juggle of 
thole who were concerned in it. 
As for the kft, or inward one, 
though it were hard to difprove 
gpod men having fuchfecret mo¬ 
tions or impttlfes, yet they may 
be of tOo uncertain a nature to 
be always depended upon. 

But, if we examine the pra- 
Alee of the compilers of thf tab 
mud, or even of thole who lived 
before them, we lhall find them 
confulting this hatb-col in a much 
different way, and not unlike that 
of the Hjatcans in their fortei f^ir- 
pKanat, and Other heathenilh 
fuperllitious methods; of which 
the two or three following, taken 
out of thetabQud (Sj, will be a 
fofiicient proof. ** Rabbi Jo- 
** (banan and rabbi defi- 
** rOHs of fedng the face of rabbi 
** a prince among the 

^ doAors, laid. Let 


os follow the dtreAioas of the 
batb-cei. they were paffing 
by a febool in their travel thi-* 
ther, they heard one of the 
boys reading thele words out 
of the book of Samutl ; And 
SamUel died i from which they 
** inferred, chat the perfon they 
were in feaich after was dead, 
** and fo it aAually proved ** 
Two other doAors, going to 
fee a friend of theirs, hear¬ 
ing a woman fpeak the words, 
7 be lamp it gting cut, and her 
next neighbour anfwer. May the 
lamp o^Ifrael never gn out^ took 
this alfo for a warning from the 
batb~cel {9}. But the moft fur- 
prifing was, that of one rabbi 
A/btr, who had been guilty of fo 
many notorious crimes, that, up¬ 
on his being led through 1} differ¬ 
ent fynagogues, in each of which 
they examined the verfc which 
the readern were then upon, they 
were every one found to be read¬ 
ing agrievotts fentcnceagainfihim, 
fuch as in one the words, unv 
peace to the nuickei i in another^ 
thofe of the pfalmiff. Unto the 
wicked Gen / 3 ys, What baft 
thou, to do to preach my laws TSeQ,» 
andfoof the reft (t). 


{fipe bis vidt Safnag, b^ dti Juift, lib. lii. ei. feff R, & fff» 
n) WreSttt, SbabbatL fhl Z. cd. 3, See fnd. tonnea. Jnb an. e. 29. 
(9) bifl. doa. Mtjbn ap. Safnag. ubt ftpea, pa, 9. (j) llettirg, 

tfcerpt, gemar, GT JSafnag. wt ftpta, 
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to 





^ if^ of 

ta filiipw it|, and toyj^, CKCcllem^ ^ iiiS;F^cept» ^ ren 
wards, would be rjauactit |odra<^ all ^cere and weU''<l^'* 
pofed perfc^^to h& goCptfll and religion* 

This hSvenly difcourjfe madllfa dee 


deep impreffion on mzny 


of bis audience, and, amongil ^em, on foineof their chief 
rulers, who yet did not dare own tbemfelves his converts, 
for fear of being thru|t of the fynagogue. When the 
evening came, Jefus, to zh/cid, the croud, withdrew hiiofelf 
and his difciples for that night to Bethany •, and on the next 
Cur/es the morning thw returned to jerufalem. In bis way he obferv^ 
frmtUfs a fig-tree afar off, full of leaves indeed \ but, upon his 'ap- 
fig-tret. proachins nearer it, as expediting to have found fome fruit upon 
it, according to the feafon of the year (D), and finding hi[m~ 
ielf difappointed, he curfed the tree $ upon which it prefently 
Tuefday. withered down to the very root. On the next morning, 
which was the Tuefday^ Peter, calling bis eye upon it as they 


(B) It is firange, that all ver- 
fxons, except the Saxon one, have 
made St. Miri there fay, that 
the time of the figs was not yet 
come; when the very time of 
year, the warmnefs of the cli¬ 
mate there, as well as the tenor 
of the ilory, the defign and juf- 
tice of the curfe pronounced by 
the Judge of all the earth, all 
fhew, that the time of the figs 
was come (a). 

Thedefignof this fentence on 
j. fruitlefs tree, like that other. 
Cut it down i why eumherttb it 
ibe ground f was to fhew the 
yewt what they mufl expeA to 
be their lot, if, after having re¬ 
ceived fo many incentives to re¬ 
pentance, efpedally of late from 
the preaching of the b^pdft, of 
Chrifi*s apoAles and bis own, they 
condimed fiill like this fi^-tree, 
barren and fruidefs. This fhould 
therefore have made the interpre¬ 
ters fee, that there was either 
fbme error crept into theltext, or 
a manifeft one in fhe veriion; 
and, upon due ttmfideration. 


they would have found, that, 
without any violence to tho^r- 
mer, the latter fbould have wen 
rendered, For where he was, th$ 
time of the figs was come, or iC 
was the time of the figs there. 

This verfion will likewife juf- 
ti^ the fince it could be no 
iojuflice to the owner to rid hli 
ground of a plant which fucked 
its nourifhjnent from it, with¬ 
out making any return to him i 
and here we beg leave t» obierve, 
that, except this withering of the 
fig-tree, and that of fending the 
fwine into the lake, of which wef 
have fpoken in another note, all 
the other miracles were of thebe- 
nefioentandmercifolkmd; fotbat 
to complain of two njii^es of, 
feverejuliice, if they were re$Jlv 
fach,againfi him,who,(eit^idiiw 
hisabfolute power,' has given us* 
fo many thoufands of goodnef^' 
and mercy, argues a mind fo ex? 
trefiiely perverfe and ungrateful, 
as oue^t to make them xv, left, 
fomething worfe fhdttld heB|' 
them. 


(a) Wemf. iH he. te Seen, ejfay^ part U. e, 6 , 


went 



P5K; 's*?, 

went 0 CG»u}d npt fcurbear vifliderllig »t the fiid: 

denneft w the change t upon which Chdi| todTpccinofi tof 
aflure thef|i» tfaat» » thfy hue a ftedfail ^mir hn Gon, 
they might worhn^uch gieatw wpndlfta than this's which they 
did aceordlogjly, when their Ihith was loon after (b miracu* 

Ipugy ftrengtbmed by the fiapemstural e^hAlion of the Holy 
Ghoft upon them. Jefus was ^cely got to the temple 
again, before the fcriNs and pharil^s hi^an to inflft upon his 
giving theep fome freih prooft of bis miifion ao4 autbortcy; an4 
were referred to the teflimony of yohn the baptift, which they 
neither could deny^iwithout danger, nor own without con¬ 
demning themfeives, and, upon their evafory anfwer to ir,^ 
pronounced not worthy of any farther proof from him ‘ (£). 

The next that attacked him were the fadducees, armed, aS 
they thought, with fuch a puzzling queftion againft the re- 
furre^ion, ai al} hitlearning could not elude the force of. It 
was of a woman, wno, having been married, according to the 
Mofaic law tO feven brethren, had died at length without 
hivingany children by any of them. Theyafked him there¬ 
fore, if there was any refurre£(ion, whofe wife |he muft be^ 
fince they all had her to wife. 

SOS prefaced his anfwer to their llupid queilion with this SaJdueen 

excellent on^” 5 Do ye not therefore err, becaufe ye know net theP*^ 

‘ lence* 

^ Matth. xxl. 23, &r feq. Mark xi. 27. & feq. Lake xx. i, 

^ (eg. ^ Pfut. x^v. 1^. n h^ark xii. S4. 


(E) It was upon this occaiion 
that he tried to awideen them to 
amnft of their obibnacyanddan- 
gers, by feveralftoiiliar, but pun* 
gem pmbles, Aich as that of the 
nnjuft and murdering hu(ban4- 
men; of the wedding-fupper; 
and of the ingratitude and inha> 
manity of thofe that were invited 
to it; and fome others of the 
im6 nature. But theft* though 
ftoHogly enough underftood by 
that hypoeititical tribe, wrought 
so other ciftft upon them, thap, 
to fti them upon ftekiog (px 
ftme mwe eiTeftual means to cut 
w» olF i apdfince tht/ found it 
^gerous, by rcaftn of the ad> 
oinDg multiUMie, to nialq||^ny' 


attempt upon him, to expofthim 
at leaft to the reftntment of the 
civil power. It was with this 
view that they ftnt their difciplw, 
with fome of the HereJiant, to 
intangle him with the grand que- 
IHon about the lawfulnefs of pay¬ 
ing tribute to Cuefiirt of which 
we took notice in the laA ftdion t 
and which being eafily perceived, 
Jefus as eafily defeated their ma¬ 
licious intent, by calling far a 
piece of Cafar's coin, and ex- 
pofing their bypo^rily, in making 
oft of his money and protection, 
and yet refiiftng to pay tribute t<% 
him, and afiurmmg itinconfifient 
wish thrir duty to (rou 


(l) Multb.xtSt, 15, Gf/f. Luh & Merlu 


S(7iitHfei^ 
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ScrtpHtrH^i mt the f$titfer^ < 3 foD ? implying ebeft&r^ tiHkt 
their denial^ the rtfurred^ proceeded fi-om their eilner not 
acknowlegid^i or, if they did, from their not ri^tly conii- 
dering the fenfi, of the Sdfipttires, end die extent m tm divine 
7befaturt power, f'or, faid be to dliem, Ae ftate of the hleiled after 
Jlate dt- the refurrc^on is not |n bfmeahired by the exigencies of ftiis 
/crthtd, life. Here marriage i^necfpiry to keep up the race of man¬ 
kind ; there they will, like the angels in heaven, be free from 
fuch cainal and luperiluous appetites, where their life will be 
wholly rpfritual. He Concluded with proving the truth of 
the refurreAion from that facred book whi^ they profefled to 
acknowlege, to wit, the pentateuch, which not only put a 
total end to that difpute, but forced even an approbation from 
the contrary fefi of the pharifees He next received a lin¬ 
gular applaufe from one of the Icribes, for his excellent anlWer 
concerning the grand and chief command the law p; after 
which he ventured to propofe a queftion to them concerning 
Hi% que~ the MeiTiah, namely, Whofefon they thought he was to be. 
ftzon about To which tbw anfwered with one accord. The fon of Gof 
the Cbrifi. wd. If lo, ftid he to them, how came David to call him 
Loro by the Spirit, faying. The Lord faid unU my Loro, 
Jit thou on my right hand f How then think ye he could be at 
once his Lord and his fon (F) ? This laft qucftion quite nono' 

plufed 

“ Maltha xxii. 23, So leq. Vid, & pardlel, lbi^4 

verf. 32, Sc feq. 

(F) Itdoth not indeed aj^iear, Chrift the Soil of Goo, that was 
that they had any notion of his to come into the world (5} 
divine nature, and therefore However, the few have fince 
might be eafily puzzled to anfwer found out a more effeftual 
this queftioQ; though it foems way of evading the force of 
fromlomeexprelBonsinthegorpel, this queftion, by affirming, that 
that they had had Ibme higher Bamddid not there fpeak of the 
idea of Iktm, than that of his Afe^h, it never being the cu 
being the bare fon of Dtm>id, ftom any^wheie for the ancelbrs 
or (teliverer of JfratL Thus to give any of their fueee^ors 
NathatuuldMsmg convinced of his the pompoUs title of their lord 2 
bdng the Mefliah, addrelles him but the meanbg of Dandd, ac> 
with thefe weeds, Rabhif Thou cording to them, h, Tie Lose 
art ibeSen ef Goo, • art the (Goo) fmd unto my kri (Abm-> 
of Ifrael (4). Thus Frfrr, ham), ku thou on my rigbt-bandt, 
and Martha alfo, to name no &c (6}. for Mrahe^, hehig fir. 
more, affirmed him to be the perio^toi)<iw‘if in pomtofgenL 

f 4 } y^bti i 49, (f) Rid. ai. ay. Staub. xtI (6) MunO, 

vtrf. Heir, Matth, not, nit, tn xxu* 

tore, 
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pbii«d bisiviiole audieoee, itifomuch that never ventured 
to patvHAy more pazsline queftioos to him firom that 
time ^ (G)r‘f ^ ^ ^ ^ . 

In the mean times Jifys knowing his time to be juft at 
hands and recolbSling h<w oft the twelve had quarreled among 
tjwna^vea about pre^ency, and perham had ftarted dw fame 
di4mce on this very night'; to owicfbre an eftedlual 
check to their unreafonable ambitions fo contrary to the fpirit 
of his gofpels and to leave them a lafting memorial of the 
contrary virtue* inftead of rebuking them as he had done here?" 
toforcs he rofe up Ikam the table ; and, Itaving laid aiide hie 
upper garment, and girded himfelf with a napkin in the guile 
of a waiting-^fervant, came with a bafon of v/aier, and began 
to waOi their feet, and wipe them with the towel which 
girded hinii however, was fo offended at this condefeen- 

hon, that he could t 90 t at ftrft be prevailed upon to fuffer it: 
whereupon Jefus told him, that, though he could not fee the 
reafon of it now, he Ihouid be made feniible of it in time. 

But Peter, ftill ftifly perfifting in his refufal, was commanded 
immediately to fubmit, under the penalty of forfeiting all hb 

^ Mat. xxii. 43, 8 e feq. Mark x. 3;. Luke, &c» ' ' Vid. 
Iiukexxit. 2^ 

tunsy might be properly called 
loid by him. 

(G) It was pro^bly on this 
night, that,t being retired with 
his fmall attendance to Bethany, 
he was there invited liy Smaa, 
furnamed The Leper, and where 
MarycsLtat and anointed his head 
and feet with a frelh quantity of 
the fame precious ointment which 
(he had lately beftowed on him 
on the like occalion ; and gave 
a new fubjeA of murmuring, 
not tojidas only, but to the 
reft of the twelve. Jefus excufed 
her a fecond time,as he had done 
b^jhe, and perhaps to the fatif' 
of the reft} but Jatieis, 
who thought it an unrealonable 
pvofuftop, rofolved that night to 
got ai^d betray him to the is^he- 

n 

(7] M!auh> xXTi. 6, Mark my, LUe, &e* 


drin (7). However, that be, 
the circumflances of the two 
anions are fo alike in all parts, 
except the iirft being faid to have 
happened at the houfe of Laza~ 
rus, and this laft at that of 
man the Leper (fo called perhaps, 
becaufe he had been lately cured 
of that diftemper, either by Je* 
fus, or by fome other means), 
that it is not eafy to know whe- 
ther th^ were really two, or one 
and the fame. We ihouid be 
apt to fuppoie the laft, were not 
the generality of commentators 
for Che firft. The honle micht 
belong to Simon, and go by nis 
name ; and Lazarus might be a 
tenant, and the mafter of the 
feaft: and fo both evangelifts be 
reconciled. 


right 
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rtj^ian^ title in > which terrible threatening friglUdi' 
him a*- length into a ready conip'unce (H). After JeTusivid 
gone rouna wi.h his humble talk, he refumed hts upper gar¬ 
ment, and addreiTeo himfelf to rhe twelve in wonib to this 
Wiexhor- effect: Ye rightly tall me Lord and M^ftei's for fuch I reaJly 
iatm am : if then you haupfeen me, for yo jr example and cncou*- 
from it, ragement, condefcend fo low as to wadi your feet (which 
among the Jews was reckoned the lowed office * a mgn could 
do to another), know and rememoer, that thofe who pretend 
to be my dilciples, m id never think themfelves above per¬ 
forming the lowed office of chanty to dtm another. It is by 
fuch of mutual and iincere love, that men will know, and 
I acknowlege, you for mine. A new command I leave with 
mends cha- that as 1 have loved you, and did not think my life too 

^ibem another, anddc^ 

at no difficulty or difcouragement, whdre the good of your 
fellow-crci^tures, efpecially fellow<chridians, calls for your 
charitable affidancc. Upon thefe conditions I leave you my 
peace, fuch a peace as neither the world can bedow on you, 
nor any thing make you capable of lading the fweet influence 
of, but the divine virtue I am recommending to you 

After thefe and fome other heavenly difeourfes, with 
which he chofe to entertain them during the fhor.. time he bad 
to day, that they might make the monger impreffion on 
De/eriies them, he concluded the whole with an elegint and pathefic 
tbeJay of defcription of the lad day, when every man (hould receive the 
judgment, reward of his deeds done m this life, according as they were 
either good or evil. And, becaufe be knew bow apt men 
were to be more apprehendve of the divine anger for the com'* 


* Johnxiii. 8. * Uehopvid. i Sam. xxv. 41. Jolm 

ibid. &req. 


(H) If ever a non compliance 
to a command was juditiabte, or 
even, we had almod {aid, com- 
men^ble, it was certainly on 
this occafion, where it apparently 
flowed from the deepetl regard 
which that apoille bad of his Ma- 
der, as well m from the humbled 
fenfe of his own unwdrthinefs. 
Since, therefore, fefas was fb 
far from admitting it as anex- 
cufe, that, without giving him 
any further fatisfaflion, he bids 
him to obey, under the mod fe« 


vere penalty } thh whole circuBi- 
dance feems to be tranfmittcti to 
us as a warning, how we make 
our fhprt-figbted reafon the ftand- 
ard of oor faith or obcdio^i in 
things plainly revwded, or eje- 
preily commanded : flnoe Gop 
not obliged to explain to us, 
nor we indm capable of compre¬ 
hending, his ail-wife ends and 
purpofm, whofe ways and r^- 
foiMod he allowed to be iud- 
nite§^ above our comprehenfi- 
ORS. 


miffion 
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of ^Ufo! cnme^, than for the omifllon of fudi necef- 
Ikty dutib« as he had been enfordng, and to find a falvo to 
excafe their oe^ed of them i he chofe to awaken them from 
that fatal inifkke, bjr defcribing the general inquiry of that fo» 
lemn dar^as running chiefly on theft kft; that is,whether they 
had}Or nad not, fed the hungry, cloathdihhe naked, vilited the 
ficfc, and the like ; and the retribution of his rewards or pu- 
ntfhments, as chiefly difpenfed according to their performance 
or negledi of thofe efTential duties 

Whilst he was inftrudling his dtfclples in thefe and many Wednef- 
othfr excellent truths the fanhedrin were holding iheir con- day. 
iultations how to lay hands upon him, at fomc proper feafon, 
when the multitude were out of the way. As they therefore 
feared doing it during the approaching fcflival, ieff they iliould 
caufe forae infurredion among the peophy ytidas came to Judas dr- 
their relief,and offered to betray him in the nioft private manner trayj btm. 
to them for a certain reward ; which they gladly agreed to, 
and paid out of hand. Tl.e fum covenanted had been long 
foietold by one of the prophets, and we (hall have occafion 
to rpcak of it in the f^queJ. 

Thurfday being come, in which Jefus was to celebiate bis Thurfdayi 
laft and mod fol.'ian pafTover, he duelled two of his difclples 
by a fpecial eokon to anhoufe in yerufalemy-whcTQ theyfhould 
prepare all things for it $ and he followed them thither with 
th» reft of the twelve towards the evening. When they were 
placed on their couches, according to the cuftom of thofe 
countries, he drank a glafs of wine, with which the mafter 
of the family alwivs began the folcmnity of the pafchal lamb; 
after whicn, whilft tliey were eating, he told them with fome 
concern, that one of them fhould betray him, pointing to ya- 
das i that Pdery who had always appeared the m ft zealous, 
ihould thnee deny him ; and tii.tC the left fhould all forfake 
him on that very night; and Reminded them of fume prt^he- 
cies, in which thefe things were written concerning him. At 
the conclufton of the fupper, Jefus took the bread, and, hav¬ 
ing broken and blefted it, difttibuted it among them, faying, 

Tahy eat ; this is mj/ bodyy whUh is given for ym: do this in 
i'emmhrance of me» I'hen taking and blefting the cup of wine 
alfo, he faid. Drink ye all of thk } for this is my blood of the 
new teftamnty which is jbed for you, and for mtny, for the 
rftfujpon of Jin ( 1 ). He ended t^s folemn nte with aiTuring 

^ them, 

* • 

Mattb. xjcvi. 31, ad fin. * Johnxiv. xv. xvi. xvii. paflT. 

(I) We have contented our- wwdsof this divine i&ftituiion, 
felves with repeating .the bare without veuturiog to give them 
7 , any 
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thtin, t)lat the traitor’s band, which v^asfliorefy Ctrbi^yliims 
was juft ready to deliver him up to death $ when' aQmings tha^^ 
were written of his being numbered with the trani^efibr^ 
Would have their full accompliftiment y. The whole cere- 
mony was clofed, aa ufual, with a proper hyriin (K) $ after 
which, Jefus havii^again exhorted his difciples to continue 
ftedf.ift in their faith and reliance on him, and recommended 
them *0 the prot<.£lion and care of his heavenly Father, by a 
moft fervent and pathetic prayer, he ordered them to follow 
him over the brook Kedron 

Whilst they were going to the mount of Olivts, to a 
Bntert the place called Gethfemane (L), "Judas flipped from them, and 
doleful tvent to the high-prieft*s palace to get a fafficient num^r of 

lardett. jja^ds to come and fuiprife Jefus in his retirement. Jefus, on 
the other hand, being entered into the garden, where he 
ufually rcforted, bid feme of his difciples ftay and watch 
near the entrance of it, whilft he took Peter, James, and 
John, farther into the garden; that, as they had been the 
witneflb of his glorious transfiguration, they might now b 4 fb 
of his prefent forrows, and dreadful agonies. Having there¬ 
fore earneftly injoined them to be watchful, he parted from 
them about a ftone’s caft; where, his huhian nature feeling 
the moft violent ftruggles between flefh and fph-it at the ap- 
prehenfton of his future fufferings, he threw bimfelf proftrate 
on his face, and with the utmoft fervency, mixed with the moft 
fubmifSve refignation to the heavenly will, he prayed, that, 
if it were poiflble, the dreadful cup might pafs from him. He 

w 

r Matth, xxvi. ao, &{eq. Markxiv. i8, & re(][. Luke xxli. 

1, &feq. &0i 2 Johnxvi. Sexvii. paft. 

any glofs that fliould feem to‘^toclpfeall thorefo!emiiities(8). % 
lean towards any of thofe various'^ (L) So called probably from 
fyftems which every church and the Hebrew guth- hm^m 

have feverally formed from Jbemen, the oil'prefs. For, as 
them j and which, being not the mount had its name from 
only endlefs, but out of our pro- the qiiantity of olive-trees that 
vtnee, we gladly forbear entering grew upon it, it is probable, that 
further into. this garden, which was at the 

(K) Or rather what the Jews foot of it, had a prefsin it j and 
calltheW/a/,coDfiftiiJgof^ea> jhis reconciles the evangelifts, 
chaxifhcal pfalms, beginning at two of wlioUt mention Only the 
the hundredth and thirteenth, and mount 19), another the gar<!teii 
' ending with the hundredth and ft), and the fourth the Gethfe^ 
eighteenth, with which they nfed ameot oil-prefs (z). 

(%} vid. noD-bur-niin, & ai rit»»u jud. (9) Matth. *xvi. 30* 

ZjU< xxU. 39» C') avm. i. («) Mark xiv, 3a, 

repeated 
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the ifiBie prayer twice more» {wt with fudi fervency Hhagt^ 
and reSgnatien, that the vebemency of the ilruggle between and prayer 
thofe twapaffioits, joined to the profpe£l of what he was to 
undergo from the malice of men and devils, threw him into 
an agony and bloody rweat9 infomuch that there was an angel 
fent on purpofe to comfort and ftreng|i4)f|n him under it * (M). 

B/ this time the traitor Judas^ at the head of his armed gang, 
was far advanced into the gat den, whilil: the difciples were 
fallen into a found fleep. Jefus therefore, having awakened 
them with the news of his enemies being at hand, went for¬ 
ward to meet them, whilft Judasy who led the van, came to 
oflFer him the treacherous kiis, which was to be the lignal to 
the reft ; who thereupon furrounded and made fure of him. betray 

In the interim, Peter drew his fword, and ttruck off the ear td and ap- 
of one of the high-prieft’s fervants j but was feverely rebuked prehended^ 
for it by his Mafter, who, by a miraculous touch, healed the 
woundra pet Ton, and then fuffered himfelf to be bound, and 
led away, as a malefadior, without any other mark of refent- 
vttient than his obferving to them, that it was now their hour, 
in which the power of darknefs was let loofe agaioft him. 

When the eleven heard this laying, they immediately forfook 
him, and fled, ao^ding to his prediiftion (N); and the foldiers 
• conveyed 

* Lnkeacxii. 40, & feq. 

(M) This dreadful ftene mull lealed their faith in them with 
be ctmftfled to contain (bmemy* their lives { and it is on the lame 
fieries far above our utmoft capa- grounds that they have been con* 
cities; bat which we think may veyed to us through a liicceflioa 
be much more reafonably and of near fevenceen centuries 1 
fafely believed on the author^ and it will be time enough for us 
of the.facred writers, than !||||ie to give up the one, when infide* 
latter dllputed on the accouni^ lity has overthrown the other, 
the former. The whole ceco* Till when, the imperfefi; notion 
nomy (ff man's redemption is we have of the mutual adtion of 
every-where reprefonted to us as our fouls and bodies will be an 
an unfearchable myftery of di- effe&ual check how we prefume 
vine wiidomtEndgo^befs, and as to call in queftion, or to recon* 
the objeflrsf our l^ie4 and not die thofe oppofite {»fiions in rfae 
of ourcomprelieftflon. human to the divine nature of 

For this roalbn therefore it is Qirift. ' 

that OoD has taken fuch carS to (N) V^ch he quoted to them 
xonfirm it to ashy themoftinre* out of the prophet (3); I •vdll 
fri^able evidence. It was ampnt finite the Shepherd, eatd the/keep 
divine authority that the primi* Jhedl be feattered. In the like 
tire Chriflians received them, and manner the whole feene of his 


6 


(j} Zitherieb xl{i, 7, 
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^ coftvty^ their prifoner firft to Annas^ thelaCe high«t»feft, Ihd 

father-in-la^ to Caiafhas^ who was now in poffdBbn of that 
dignity, as we hinted a little higher out 6 f the hifto- 

rian 

Here they founc^e fanhadrin fittihgi thopgli ai that late 
time of rtight; ahd w^jpiig for Jefus to Be brought before them, 
^ritdhf jij |,g ^25 accordingly; upon which the high*prleft began to 
feveral qUeftions concerning his doctrine afid difciples, 
Janbsdrttt, hopes to find either fomc herefy in the one, or rebellion in 
the other. Jefus contented himfeif with referring hini to thefe 
lall, whom he toM him he had always tat^ht in the mod pub¬ 
lic manner, and who were therefore ficteft to bear witnefs 
againft him, if he had taught them any thing amifs. For this 
anfwer, juft and modeft as it was, an officer ftruck him b 
violent blow on the face ; and Jefus, hiving given hhn a gen¬ 
tle reproof for hb rafhnefe, flood before them, with aftonifh- 
ing patience, and humble filence, whilll the inftruments of 
the fanhedrin were bufy in feeking out frefh evidence td pint 
him to death. After much ado they brought a couple m 
fellows, who depofed, that they had heard brag, that 
would deftroy the tetople, and rebuild it is^tirce days $ but 
even their evidence jarring in feme partic As, as the expref- 
iion of Jefus was figurative, they dared not condemn him upon 
it; but were forced to have recourfe^to another expedient, 
which was, to make him turn his own accufer. Caiafhaiy 
A^urtdly therelbm, vifihg up, adjured him by the living to an- 
tbt high- diredly to the fupreme court, whether he tils Chri^l 
the Son of God, or not (O); and, upon his 'readily an- 
fwering in the affirmative, and adding that they fhould here¬ 
after be convinced of it, when they beheld him fitting at the 
right hand of power, and comb|| in the clouds of heaven, 
he rent his cfeaths, which was ^ lawful for an h^h-|^ieft to 

Antiq. 1. xTui. c 3. Vid. & Lokeseni.54. Mattlii xxii. 57. 
Johnxviii. 12, &feq. 

fa&rings ismoftlivelilydefcribed (O) Nothing could be more 
by anodier prophet (4), who is cunningly exet^tawd than this 
therefore called evangdical, be- qoeftioni towhich ifheanfwerfld 
caufe hu prophecy feemi rather 8 in the affirmative, they wem 
reqearfal of things pafi; than a ready to condemn him as a Uft* 
prophecy of what was to happen fph^r; and ifin the negative, 
lb many centuries off i as the ft* |p irapoftor, and- dcoeiver 
quel will preftntly fhew. 
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do s ^ Thc’THlx>f ^ 

the court'H^Uv jewed with him; and, having declaredCWcr^s- 
him guilty of death, and ordered him to be brought early e^, 
the next morning to receive his fentence, they left him to the 
mercy of the guard, who made it th^j.iel dlvcrfi m of that 
night to ide him with the vileft indignl^s ami blaipheonesd. 

Whilst this melancholy fccne wab adlmg, Peter inA. John^ 
the latter of whom wab know n to fome of the family, hav¬ 
ing recovered themfelvcs from their laft fright, had got admit¬ 
tance into the hall, willing to know vt hat w'as likely to be 
determined concerning their Matter. 'J'heir couiage however 
was foon cooled again, when they faw what treatment he un¬ 
derwent fiom an enraged and infulting rabble j fo that jPefrr, 
being thrice challenged for one of his difciples, as often ftifily 
denied it, and, rather than not be believed, bound it the latt 
time with an oath. 7 'hc cock crowing now the third time, Penied hy 
put him in mind of Jefus's prediftion ; but that which gavcP®t®r* 
him a moie lively fenfe of his cowardice and perfidy, w'as a 
pitying look which he received at that inttant from his gra¬ 
cious and forgiving S.iviour; upon which, the tears guming 
put of his eyes,' he was forced to leave thO hall, to go and 
hide hi > grief and ihame 

hARLY'ihe next morning the chlef-priefts and fanhe-Friday^ 
drin^ being convened at their ufual place, feiit for jefus to have 
him further examined, and to pronounce their final fentence 
upon him, in order to have it ratified by the Roman governor 
(r). In the mean time Judas^ being furprifed at what had 
• patted 

* Vid. Levit. xxi. lo, & alib. Matth. xxvi. 57, ad 

fin. Mark xiv. 53, ad fin. Luke & John. Vid. Sc Ifai. 1 . 6. 

* Joho^xviii. 15, & feq. h^'tth. Luke, &c. 


(P) Not, as fome have ima¬ 
gined, becaufb the Romans had 
lomc years ago deprived tnat 
court of the power of life and 
death; for we fhall meet with 
ieveral inllances of the contrary 
fh the fcquel i in particular that 
,WF the protomartyr Stephen^ wjio 
etfas regularly tried, condemned, 
and ftoned, by their fingle au¬ 
thority (j), about a year ifter 
But thev feem to haVe had a 
double end m it $ the one to throw 


the odium of his death, as much 
as polTible; upon Pttate^ and the 
Remans, Jj if he had c.ndr'mn- 
cd him for railing fome rebelliun 
ngaintt them ; and the other, to 
make hint undeigoa more ievere 
and ignomiiiToua pynilhment, and 
fuch an one as they could 
not inilift upon him by their 
own power, becaufe it was not 
one of tnofe that were preftribed 
by their law ; concerning vsh'ch 
the reader may, if he pJcales, 


(5 J Afis VI, 8, td fif vji. per t«t, 

an 


Vox.. X. 


turn 
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Juda)^ paired'Within the fanhedrin, was ftung with fuch lively re- 
remorft, mbrfe, that he came and threw the reward of bis treachery 
down before them, owning bimfelf ibe vileft of wretches, 
for having betrayed an innocent perfon to them; but they, 
regardlefs of his forrow and defpair, bid him look to it; upon 
which he went, and, m moft verfions render it, hanged him- 
felf ^ (Q.). But tbofe hypouiticai judges were foon aft^r 

taken 


^ Mattb. xavii. 5. 

tarn toaformer volame (6). So faw through thtir malice .and 
that their pretence of its being injufiice, to condemn him, they 
not lawful for>them to put any tacked the other of bLifphcmy 
man to death, was no Birther to it, and inMed, that their law 
true, than in cafes where the made it capital j but this was 
crime was againft the ftate ; of only added to give more weight 
which the governor was the pro* to their other accufation j upon 
per judge. But as to blafpfacmy, which they wanted him to b& 
or any other againft the Jev.}Jk condemned, as the fequel wifflr 
religion, the inftatice above re- ihew. 

lated of St. Stephe/tf and of St. However, it was neceftary to 
Pants perfecttting the firft Chri- obferve thefe circumftances thus 
ftians (7), plainly {hews that they far here, againft tbofe, who, 
made no (cruple to put the guilty from the notion of the whole 
peribn to death without the go- power of life ard death being 
vernor’s confent. taken away before this time. 

Yet nothing of this was done have inferred that' the feeptre 
without the direftion of Provi- fpoken of by Jacd >2) was alfb 
dence, fince crucifixion was the departed from : the con- 
death which it had been foretold trary of whichNwill be feen in 
by David he ihould undergo (8), its due place, 
and which he himfelf had like- XQJ ^he difiicuTty whjch in¬ 
wife often hinted, both to the ciipreters have found to reconcile 
apoftles, and to the reft of the what is here fatd of his hanging 
jews (9). Accordingly there- himfelf^ with what St. Peter 
fore, the accufation which they fays in another place (3), Ttfat 
intented againft him before Pi- be fell headlong^ and hurft afm-r 
late^ was of a civil nature : We der^ and his bowels gaped oat, 
have found, fud they, this tur- has made them fall into feveral 
bulent fellow {aifing up (editions, conje^ures, fuch as the breakii^ 
and forbidding to pay tribute to of the rope before he was quite 
Caffar{i)^ dead, and his throwing himfidf 

It is true, indeed, when they down fome precipice, which 
fbund that this accufation could broimht on the laft difmal dr- 
not determine that governor, who cum^ces of his death, and the 

(6) Vd. iu. p. T30, Gf feq> Ij) ABt xxi!.4. xxvu 10, fef^ (8) Pf 
xxii. 16. (q) %bn iii. 14, idi. 32, 43. (i) LuL xxiu, a, (z) Gau 

alix. 10. & vtl, alp. 317, (Gj* (3) Jlis i, 18, 

like j 
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taken with a quite different qualm of confcience, thinking it 
now unlawful to refund thofe thirty pieces of filver into the 
treafury, becaufe it wa^he price blood, thoueh they made no 
fcrupie to take them out of it» to purchafe mat very blood. 

After fome deliberation, therefore, they agreed to buy a pot¬ 
ter’s field with them, for a burying-place for ffrangers; and 
in fo doing fulfilled an old prophec), in which the number of 
pieces, the defign for which they were given, the purchafe 
made with them, and the potter, to whofe ihare they came 
at laff, were exprefly foretold &. The^ field was accordingly 
bought foon after the feaft was over, and from thence was 
called in their tongue, Hacceldama^ or the field of blood It 
itood on the fourh-ude of mount SioRf within a ilone-caft of 
the pool of Slloam 

As foon as the fanhedrin had ended their procefs againff ye/u* 
Jefus, he was hurried before the Rsnian tribunal, and ihttc ^ 

. accufcd of perverting the people, raifing fcditions, fetting up ^*fire Pi« 
for a king, and forbidding tribute to be paid to Qafar. They 
liPWould not however venture into the praetorium, or judgment- 

8 Zech. xi. 12, 13. Vid. Matth. ubifupra, ver. 7, 

A fcq. AAs j. 18. * Dc hoc vid. vol. ii. p. 449, & not. (M). 

Kke (4); all which is fiud with- he was fufTocated, namely, with 
«ut foundation. grief, fhame, and remorli, or. 

What the fame apoftie fays a which is the fame thing, died of 
little lower/ and which the ver- a fquinancy occafionedby it (7). 
fions have miifrendered, that he His falling on his face, which, 
might go inco hi:i own place (5}, as the fame critic obferves, is all 
has led others to look upon his that is implied by what we ren- 
&11, burning, &;‘c. as a farther dcr, he fell, and others, he thruft 
judgment on that unhappy man himlelf headlong, and burft afun- 

(6) , who yet (hewed the moft der, is, it feems, no more than 
lively tokens of a iincere repent- what is common to people in 
ance ; to wit, the moft public that diftemper { who fall down 
acknowlegement of his crime, re- on their faces for want of breach, 

Ititution of the ill-gotten money, and commonly burft after it (8). 
reparation to the belt of his This fenfe therefore will eafily 
power to the injured perfon, and reconale the two facred hiftori- 
an open condemnation of their ans, without either doing vio- 
unjoft proceedings againft him. lence to the text, having recourfts 
How all thefe difHculties mi|;hc to improbable conjedures, or in- 
be eafily removed, if they trodudng the divine vengeance 
rendered the words of St. Mat- purfuing^even his breathlefs car- 
tbawf according to LiSeeae, that cafe. 

(4 ) Vid, ^thtophylaB. Maldonat, al, in Ue, , (^) ASt i. *5. (6) Vid, 

inf, ai. Tayhr't life of Cbnjif in fee, Etlierd oechfol^^ Tnmll. Be»atn, & al, 

(7) Le Sem't ej/ay^ fart ii. c, 7. ftS. 3. {i)i,f^^Mnd, aenS. ak t» Mat, 

^q ball^ 
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hall, for fear of polluting themfLlvtii, and becoming unfit for 
the approaching folcmnity , but defired the governor to come 
out t) them, whilfi they flood in the open place before his 
palacf-gate. Wlien PiTa/f heard the accufation, and found 
that it wa<! cognizable by himfelf alone, he caiifed Jefus to be 
brought befoie his. tribunal, where he alked him, whether he 
Anfwer to really a king. Jefus readily anfwered him in the affirma¬ 
tive (R); but added at the fame time, that his kingdom 
was not of this world ; for, if it had, his fervants would have 
fought in lus defence, and faved him from failing into the 
hands of his perfecu tors. This was enough to convince the 
governor of the injuttice of his accufation, which he already 
knew was the effed of fome private malice they had agamft 
him However, that he might know fomething more con¬ 
cerning his imaginary kingdom (for fuch and no other he 
feems to have fuppofed it), he afked him again, Art thou 
really a king ? To which he replied, I am indeed. For this 
caufe was 1 born, that I might bear witnefs to the truth ; and 
none aie my fubjeds, but fuch as obey the voice of truth. 
Pio- Pilate, being fiill more out of conceit with this new kind of 
inu>Hid Jtidgtiom, contented himfelf with asking, what he meant 
truth ; and, without Haying for an anfwer, went out to 
the people, and told them, that he could find no fault in their 
pretended ciimmal. When the 'Jewtfi) rulers heard this, they 
were ftill moie vehement m their accufations. PWate there¬ 
fore urged him to give fome kind of anfwer to them \ but he, 
who knew how vain it was to attempt it, made then no other 
dciiMue than that of a furprifing and invincible filehce. 

The fewt took this opportunity to be more vehement in 
their invtdivcs, in order to exafperate the fluduating go¬ 
vt rnor .igainft him, by afl'uriiig him, th.it he had filled not 
onli Jirufalem, and all fudaa^ but even all his own countiy 
of Galihe, with his ieditious dodrine. As foon, tlierclore, 
as Pi ute he.ird that he was of that country, apd belonged to 
.' 9 , t to //riCl/’s jtirifaidioo, he ordered him to be imm.ediatcly fenl 

Htrtd. to him, in hopes at once to lay an obligation on tint tetrarch, 
with whom he had been at fome variance, and to throw tlie 
w’hvde buidrn of this intricate and dangerous tryal upen him ; 
he bcii.g then come to Jerufalm to the feaft. Herod'Mm no 


^ Mattli xxvii. 18. 


(R) Ours and fome \erfions 
make his anfwer fbmewhat am- 
bguoui, as if he dared not to 
fpcak dut, Thou fayfjljt. Or, 7hou 
fay eft that lama King; whereas. 


‘1 

> 1 ( 

according to the Hehreiv idiom, 
it Ihould properly be rendered,’// 
it as tbou Jayeft, I am indeed a' 
King, , 

IcH 
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Icfs glad to fee a perfon, of whom he had heard furh won^^ers, 
and from whom he expelled to have feen f )mc lignai ai ita ; 
but Jefu-j, ready and liberal a$ he was of them to the poor and 
afflidted, difdained to work them, cither to gratif the cu- 
riofity of fuch a tyrant, or to filenct* rhe mal ce of ius ene¬ 
mies ; fo that, in fpitc of all th*ir vehement acculati n*., and lUsinvm* 
of Htrod*% fcornful treatment of him, he would not fo mud fthU 
as vouchfafe him an anfwer to any of his queflions. Hetod^ >■ *- 
affronted at his obftinate fileiice, and his own difappoiirmeni,/"^^''*'** 
began to treat him as a defpicable perfon, and turr cd him 
over to his guards, with orders to fend him back to Pt/ate ; 
and thefe, after feveral rude indignities, airaved him in a gor¬ 
geous robe of mockery, and brought him back to the hall of 
judgment (S). 

As loon, thercfoie, as Jefus was brought back to him, he Jy>oueh 
cime out to them, and plainly told thim, that he could not 
condemn a perlon, in whom, after the ftridkft examination, 
be had not been able to find the leafl capital crime , nor ivsn 
Hi t od Iiimfelf ,who, tho* much better acquainted with tht n 11 ws, 
hid fent him back to him abfolved. I will thercfoie, aldi_d 
he, inflid feme lighter puniiliment on him, and let him go. 

Th's piopofai, inlKad ot mollifying them, made them more 
inlbnt tojiive him crucified. He bethought himfclr, at length, 
of another expedient, which he txpeded would haic both 
faved him, and allwaged their fury. It ou know, faid he to 
*ihem, that it is a cuftom for your governors to relcife to you 
lome one criminal on thefe fclfivals, whom you fhall name. 

Tell foe^ therefore, fliall I dtiivei >ou this m.in, or But abbas, 
who lies in piifon foi an infurrcdion and murder ^ lie judi; d 
indeed, and rcafonably too, that they would not cany thtir 
refentment or boldnefs fo far, ns to prefer a itbel and a mur-* 
derer before an innocent perfon ; and therefore it wi‘ that he 
gave them only the choice of thefe tw'u. But, to his iit Cirabbis 
iurpruti, the people, inftigated by the pnefts and ruleis, o ^ tf-'ntd 
manded Baraibas to be releafed, and Jefuo to be ciucifieu, n. ^ 
fpite of all he could fay in his behalf. 

(S) From this time, however, whofe account fhe had been tei- 
Pi/ate and Herad laid afide all rified with fome oreadfui ('ream 
their refentment, and were per* that night (9). i were 

fe£Uy reconciled to each other very obfiivu g of theie k nds of 
Bnt, whilft this was doing,* Pi fuperftmon ; io that this mt Hge 
iatt*s wife had fent to warn him made him ftill more afraid to 
ftgainft having any hand in con* yield to the preir<r g iidtauces of 
deqaning of that juft pcrfbii, on the tomultaous 

^9] Mattbt xxvii. ig. 

0.9 3 


Sxbc«3 



598 ^b$ UtfioTf of thi JiWs. It 

SiircBf therefore, he could not work on their reafon and 
confcience, he refolved to try what he could do on their 
Jefas pity ; and ordered Jefus to tie fent to the pillar, and to be 
/tourgtd feverely fcourged (T); which was accordingly done, and (as 
and moth- we may fuppofe, from the natural barbarity of the Roman 
id* foldiers, as well as from the additional indignities which they 

offered to him prefently after) was executed with the utmoft 
fevcrity. After they had untied him, the whole cohort gather¬ 
ed about him, threw a ragged purple robe about his mangled 
body, fet a crown of thorns upon his head, and put a reed in 
his hand j and, whilft Tome b^wed the knee to him in mocJDBry^ 
and faluted him king of the Jews^ others buffeted him, fpit 
upon him, and ufed him with the utmoft infolencc and in¬ 
humanity. Pilate thought this a proper time to bring him 
forth to them in this fad and deplorable guife, not doubting 
but the fight of fo difmal an objed would have melted them 
into pity and remorfe. But he little knew the temper of tho 
Jews^ and that the more abjed and miferable the perfQn ap¬ 
peared, on whom they had fixed fiich great hopes and ex- 
pedation, the more they would deleft and abhor him. And 
ib he found it happened on this occafion, though to his gicateft 
furprize ; and the very people, who but fix days before, fol¬ 
lowed him with their loud Hofannahsy could not now behold 
him in that abjed ftate, without crying out with greater ve¬ 
hemence, Away with him^ crucify him, Pilate, furprifed a^. 
this horrid cruelty, refufed again to comply, alleging that he 
found no fault in him j upon which the priefts and elders. 


(T) This puniflimeot was not 
like that ufed among the fruss, 
of which we have given an ac¬ 
count in a former volume (i), 
and did neither exceed forty 
ilnpes, nor was reckoned diiho- 
nourabie, fince even their mon- 
archs were fubjeded to it. But, 
among the Romans, it was very 
fevere and fhameful, the perfon 
being dripped naked, at lead: 
down to the girdle, had his hands 
tied to a ring faftened to a done 
pillar, not above a loot and an 
half high, if fo much, fo that his 
body was bent forward almod 
double, which gave fiich an ad¬ 
vantage to the executioners, that 


the blows came down, as it were, 
with double force. 

This peculiar part of our 
Saviour’s laiFering is rightly fup- 
pofed to before told by tnepfalm- 
id (z), in thefo words; The 
plenuers plomied upon my back, and 
made long furrows : as likewifo 
that of his being buffeted, and 
fcornfully fpit upon, in the halls 
of the high-pried, and of the 
governor, by the prophet Ifaiah 
(3), in thefe terms $ I gan/e mp 
back to the fmiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair i 
neither did 1 hide (or ekftnd) aiy 
face front being Jbamtfulfy f^ 
upon. 


(t) VtU ill. p* J30, 


(a) P/. cxxix. 3# 


(j) C^i 1, (, & fej, 

^dii)g 
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finding it impofiible to get him condemned for fedition, began Aceufedif 
to accufe him of blaiphemy : We have a law> faid they to hla/phm^- 
him, which condemns him to death for calling himfelf the 
Son of God. At thefe laft words, Pilate^ fiill more terrified, 
took him again to his tribunal, and asked him feveral qucfiions ; 
to which Jefus difdaining to anfwer, Ik tried again to provoke 
him to it, by reminding him, that it was in his power tb con¬ 
demn or releafe him. Jefus gave no other anfwer to it, than 
by reminding him in his turn, that all his boafied power came 
to him from above j and that he fhould therefore be accounta- 
ble^fbr his abufe of it, though the greater guilt fhould fall on 
thol^ who had delivered him up unto him. Thefe lail words 
made fuch an imprefiion on the governor, that he went out 
to the people, fully determined, as bethought, at any rate 
to releafe him. But, during this interval, the priefis and rulers, 
who knew but too well the temper of the Roman prjetor, 
bethought themfelves of an expedient which would quickly 
bring him into a compliance; fo that before he could well 
difeover his refolution to them, they began to cry but with 
one accord, and in a threatening tone, Thou art not CafaPs 
friend, if thou letteft a man go, who, by aiTuming the royal 
title, and forbidding to pay the ufual tiibute, has declared 
himielf hj; open enemy. This argument proved more pow¬ 
erful than all the reft j and Pilate now no longer daring to 
refufe their unjufi; demands, for fear of bringing his loyalty to 
Cafar into queftion, having firft wafhed his hands (U) be¬ 
fore them all, and declared himfelf guiltlefs of the blood of 
that innqcent Perfon, delivered him up to be crucified, and 
releafed the feditious murderer, according to their defire ^ 

As foon as Pilate had pronounced that mofi unjufi fentence 
againft the mofi innocent of men, the Rotnan foldiers led him 
back to the hall, where they ftripped him of his mock roy< 
alty, and put on him bis own garments; and, having laid his 
crofs on him, they led him with two other criminals out of 

1 Vid. Matth. xxvii, per tot. Mark xv. pafT. Luke xxiii. per 
tot. John xviii. & xix. pafT. 

f U) This mock ceremony onrighteoas fentence; no, not 
feems to have been a kind of though the impious Je^s did 
form ufed by judges in cafes of then pray, thav the fin and pu- 
this unjuftifiable nature. * £lfe nilhment of it might fail on 
Pilate could not but be confeious, them, and their unhappy pofie- 
that all the water of the Tea could rity (4.}. 
not waih away the guilt of his 

(4} Mittb, zxvij. 25. 

Q,q 4 the 
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Sears his the City, to a place called in Hebrew^ G9lg9tha^ and in Latinf 
trofs to Calvary^ to be crucifi<*d fX). His tender body, quite fpent 
rrount with watching and fufferings, beginnHig to link under its 
Calvary, weight, they compelled zCyrenean 7 aw n&med Simon, to 
help to heal his crofs after him. in this doleful march he 
beheld fome women melting into tears at the fight of his 
deplorable condition ; but it feems as if the more dreadful 
fate, which waited the unhappy Jews, had made him quite 
Propbeev infcMfible of his own mifeiy ; for, turning to them with bis 
aim, li the companion, he bid them rather weep at the moredifmal 
jtvci. pfofpc^b ttf their future ruin, when their calamities wpuld 
make them wifh their wombs had been barren, and “ttieir 
breafts incapiMc of yielding any nourifhment to a generation, 
whofc infidelity would flioitly render them the fad objetls of 
the divine vengeance, and the fcorn and hatred of the woildn. 

It was now about the fixth hour (»f the day, anfwering 
to our mid-day (Y), when they came to the place, 

“ De his vid, fup.vol. ii. p. 408, &:fcqq. " Luke xxiii. ay. 
& feq. 


fX) This mount hath been 
defenbed in a former volume, 
to which we refer (5); and fhall 
only add hcie, that the Jtws 
fuffered no criminals to be put 
to death in any of their cities, 
much lelit in the metropolis; and 
thi*) was done in imitation of 
what had been pradifcd in their 
camps in the wildernefs (6), and 
was typified by the red heifer and 
fcape-go.it, of which we have 
fpoken in a former volume (7) j 
io that Chrifi, the grand propi¬ 
tiatory victim, was led, loadcn 
with the fins of rpankind (8), to 
be offered up without the gates 
of ‘Jerufelem. 

(Y) The difference between 
St. Marky who calls it the third 
hour (q;, and the other two evan< 
gelifls, who call it t.''e fixth (i). 


is eafily reconciled by their dif¬ 
ferent ways of dividing the day, 
namely, either into fvvelve hours, 
beginning at the fun-rife (2), 
which the two laft follow, q** 
into four parts, called alfo hours; 
but which they difiinguiflied only 
by three, fix, nine, and twelve ; 
and thele were the ufual hours 
to repair to the temple or fyna- 
gogues, fje, to pray (3 ); and to 
this lait way of reckoning the 
former feems to allude, calling it 
the third hour, probably becaufe 
the fixth w'as not quite begun. 
Perhaps alfo he is there fpeaking, 
not or his real crucifixion, but 
of the Jews obtaining Ptlatis 
fentence of it againft him, which 
was certainly near the third hour, 
or our nine of the clock in the 
morning. 


Vai. jj p. 4^(8, & (E). {6) Dt.buvU. int.al. W. iii. p. 55. 

( 7 ) Vot. ill. p. 46, Ssf ftp p. 53, li (zy (8) ISid, in fin. net, (Z). 
(9; Cb.xv. 34. (1) Zu/fxxiii. 44. jainxix. 14. (*) Mattb. xxi. 

ji, & \*p Jtihn xi. 9. (3) Ut tii. I. X. 9. Dt bis wd» & Df»f. n 

he, G:3dv»n, Mofts y jlar, /, iii.r. x. /18, 6„7, & py. 


where 
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where they offered/ him fome wine mixed with tnyrrh (Z), 
which, when he had taffed, he refufed to drink. I'hcy then 
Gripped him of his dfoaths, and, extending his body on the 
cro6, faftened him to it, with nails driven through his hands 
and feet, whilft he was earnedly praying to his Father to 
forgive them a deed which they commuted through ignorance. 

After which they reared up tlie crofs, and fixed it on the era^ 
ground, fo that his body hanged on four wounds, made on 
the moft tender and fenfibie parts of the body. With him 
they crucified two malcfadors (A), one on each fide, accord- 

«■ r 

This mixture was proba- mucli that one of the laws of 
bly given to intoxicate the fuffer- the twelve tables forbad their 
ers, that they might be Icfs fen- dead to be wailied or fprinklcd 
i'lbic of their torment; and Jefus with it. And who can imagine, 
might refufe it upon that very that they would bellow it on 
account, becaufc it became him, fuch ciiininals as they condemned 
who was then going to oifer him* to this kind of death, which was 
ftif a free and voluntary facri- held in the greatell ignominy and 
fice to God for the fins of men, reproach among them ? 
and wae to (hew them a pattern It is more likely, that the 
how to bear alHiflions with due evangelifi, who wrote in the He- 
rcfignation to the divine will, to brenu or Syriae, made ufe of the 
avoid a thiqg which might too word “ID, wh^ch fignifies 

far difcompole his thoughts, and bitternefs, or any bitter ingredi- 
ihew tOQ ill a precedent to liis enr, and that his tranllator mif* 

IWlowers. took it for Mor, myrrh ; and 

One of the evangeliils makes thus the two evangclills will be 
this mixture to confift of myrrh reconciled, and the prophecy ful- 
and wine {4), and another of vi- filled, They gave me gall (0 eat^ 
negar and gall (5). Hence fome md, in my thnft^ vinegar to drink 
fuppole, that though the former (7}. For the whole tenor of this 
was ufually given on fuch occa- pfalm Iccms to be a continued 
fions, yet the foldiers, out of fpite prophecy of Chriil'a fulFerjngs, 
and contempt, gave him the lac as well as of that jad'cial blind- 
ter, which would have a contrary nefs, ruin, and difpcrlrm, which 
efFcdl. But wc much doubt whe- fell on the impemtent yevjt (8). 
ther the Romanst naturally de- (A) Thtfe are reafonably fup 
lightiqg in being cruel to pepfons poled to iiave been two of the 
in mifery, could be capable of gang of thofe free-hooters, whonr 
fo much compafilon towards cri- the jevjs called I'D L u'?, lifiejjiny 
piinals. Their barbarous fports and the Romaat ^r/rdones ; iuch 
and fpeflacles argue rather j:he as, we have obferved in a former 
reverie. Befides, the vinum myr- fettion, ufed to infell thofe coiin- 
rhatuMt we are told (6), was tries, and had given Iletod fo 
highly'efteemed by them, in(b- much trotd)1e to fupprefs them. 

(4,) Mark XV. *3, (0 Mat. xxvii. 34. (f) V.d. Fhn. 1 . xiv. c. ij. 

(j) Pf. ixJx. SI. (8) Uid, vtr, M, ad Jin, 
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jng to that oracle, which foretold his being numbered with 
tranfgrcflbrs ® (B). 

Whilst Jefus was hanging on the crofi, he beheld his 
forrowful virgin mother {landing by, on whom was now ve- 
lified the faying of old Simeon., that a fword (hould pierce 
her very foul; and with her flood his beloved difciple, with 
Afaty Alagdalen, and fome other women. The fight of her 
grief, which mull be fuppofed to be beyond expreflion at this 
. difinal juntlare, revived his tendernefi for her j fo that, 
being now conic to the laft period of his life, he recommended 
her to the care of that favourite difciple, intreating tbtiQl to 

* Conf. Ifai. liii. ulc. & Mark xv. 28. Luke xxii. 37. xxiii. 33, 


(B) Pilate had likewile or¬ 
dered the title of his accufation 
to be fixed to the crofs ; it was 
written in Hebiew, Grtek, and 
Latin, the three mod known 
tongues at that time, and in thefe 
words ; Jefas of Nazareth, Ktng 
9f the Jews. The chiefs were 
therefore highly affronted at it, 
and came to beg of PilaU to 
have it altered, and, inftead of 
calling him King of the Jews, 
to have it inferted that he had 
affumed that title. But he as 
fliffly refufed it, and fent them 
away with this haughty anfvver. 
What I have written, I have 
written. Here, whilll the ibl- 
diers, who were fet to watch 
him, fulfilled one prophecy of 
him in the divifion they made 
of his garments, and calling lots 
on his robe, becanfe it was with¬ 
out Team, and woven from top 
throughout (9); the prieds and 
elders were verifying another, in 
the fcornful taunts and injurious 
refleflions th6y call upon him in 
the height of his anguifh, and 
dying pangs. He faved others, 
faid they, in a deriding tone s 
but cannot fave himfelf: he pre¬ 


tended to trull in God ; let him 
now deliver him, if he had fuch 
delight in him(T). Their ex¬ 
ample was followed by all the 
multitudes that were gathered ta 
fee the difmal fight. The very 
criminals, who were crucified on 
each fide, could not forbear re¬ 
viling him, till one of them, 
flung at [lafi with fame lively re- 
morfe, gave his fellow-fufferer a 
feverc rebuke for his impiety a 
and, addreiling himfelf to the 
fuffering Jefus, who was then, 
more than ever, touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, and 
fympathizing with his torments 
and agonies, in the humbled 
terms confefTed his own guilt s 
and in that pathetic and glorious 
confelTion he made of him, whild 
under the fame lhamefal fentence 
and punifhment, gave fuch a fig- 
nal inAanceofhis faith and piety, 
as no ago of the ChriAian church 
fince that time could ever paral¬ 
lel i and for which he received 
this comfortable aAiirance, froai 
him that had the keys of lifis 
and death, 7 his day ftsaU those it 
with me in paradi/e (s). 


( 9 ) Coaf. Pf, XM'. iS. & Lake xxlii. 34. John ztge. 24. (i) Coaf. 

Pf. xxu. 7, Matth, 3a^.vu, 41, (2} xxiii. 39, fdjtp 

ibew 
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fiiew to each other from thenceforward the indearing duties of 
mother and Ton ; and from that time "Jahn took her to his own 
faoufe P. In the mean time an horrid darknefs overfpread tho 
face of the earth $ the fun hid himfelf, as it were, from fu iarknefs, 
difmal a iight (C) ; all the fpe^lators wc'<* feized with a fud- and other 
den terror and amazement. Some returned to yerufahm^^gn^^ 
fmiting their breads, and proclaiming him a righteous mao, 
whild the reft, more hardened, ftood in a kind of mournful 
filence, expe£^ing the event. This unnatural darknefs and 
diforder, which lafted frrm th<» fixth to the ninth hour, that 
is, frfiin noon to three of the clock after it, was followed by 
a greater, when jefus, quite fpent with pain and anguifli, 
cried out, £/i, Eiii lama jabachiani (D) ; and, haviig tailed 


r John xix. 25, & feq. 


(C) This darknefs was the 
more miraculous, becaufe it hap¬ 
pened in the time of the oppo* 
fition of the two luminaries, when 
confequently theie could be no 
eclipfc of the fun. For we have 
formerly obfeTved, that the paiT- 
over began in the full moon (3)} 
bq^des, the total darknefs of the 
fun’s eclipfes lafted but at moft 
twelve or fifteen minutes; where¬ 
as this is reeorded to have lafted 
three full hours (4). Whether 
it reached the whole hemifphere, 
or only the land of Judaa^ is 
not eafily determined, the antient 
fathers being divided about it. 
Origin feme others confine 
it CO the latter (5), whilft others 
(6) extend it over the former. 
Thefe quote the famous aftrono- 
mtxPhleganf the freed-man of the 
emperor Adrian, who affirms, 
that in the fourth year of the 
cell. Olympiad, which is fap- 
pdfed to be that of the deathrof 
Chrift, there was fuch a total 
eclipfe of the fun at noon day, 
that the ftars were plainly to 


be feen. It has indeed been dil- 
pneed, whether this year of 
Chrift’s crucifixion anfwered to 
that of the O/jw^iW above-men¬ 
tioned ; and what is there of 
this nature that fome bold critics 
will not djfpute ? but we (hall 
refer our readers for a fuller 
view of the controverfy to the 
learned do6lor Daw/on's differ- 
tation on that fubjedl. Tertul- 
lian, in his ufual elegant way, 
refers the heathens to their pub¬ 
lic records for this furprifing 
phenomenon, wherein midnight 
happened at noon-day {7). And 
Suidas introduces Dionyfus the 
Areopagite, then at Hehopolis, in 
Egypt, expreifing himself to his 
friend ApoUophanes concerning 
this unnatural cclipfe ; i'hzi either 
the Author of nature fuffereJ, or 
•was fympatbisUng •with the fuf- 
ferer. 

(D) Or, whiclif is more pro¬ 
bable, repeated the whole twen- 
ty-fecond pfalm, of which thofe 
are the titk, or firft words, and 
in which there are the moft lively 


{3) Vol, iii. p, ao, fiif jtq. nettt, p. |8, & fey. (4 Mattb. xxvii. 4?, 
f^) In Mattb ubi Jupia, & aht. ( 6 J Jut, African, op, Sjpict!. Eujtb. tit 
eirooie, Uierm (s A, {j) Apo/rg. (, zt, 

ftroket 
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the mingled vinegar, which was offered to imbittcr his laft 
gafp, recommended his fpirit into the hands of his heaven¬ 
ly 

firokes of all the remarkable of thepfalmid^ I never fav) ihi 
particulars of his paflion; feme righteous/or/aktft, Sez {i). Our 
of which we have already quoted, commentators might likewife 
others we have elfewhere ex- have faved themfelves the trouble 
plained in a manner wholly new, of accounting for this feemingly 
and yet fatisfadory, as we have defpairing expofiulation, from the 
found, to many of our readers fuppofition, that the Deity had 
(8). The word '3npivy, fa- wholly withdrawn everyi fpark 
baebtanif here uled, inftead of of comfort and hope from him, 
the Hebrew "'aniiy, bazabtbanif whilll he was thus undergoing 
fhews that it was quoted out of the punilhment due to lin; fome 
the Chaldee paraphrafe, which of whom have carried it to fuch 
was then the moll in ufe, and in an height, as cannot be read 
which alone that word is to be without horror (4). Wherea the 
found (9). So that he feems fuppofition above-mentioned, that 
here to have, as it were, re- Jie was then repeating this noble 
minded his heavenly Father, how pfalm, which, after the recapitu- 
hc was now fulfilling all thofe lation of his unparalleled fuffer- 
prophecics contained in that ings, concludes with the moft 
piilm, which is a kind of epi- comfortable promiles both to him 
tome or fummary of all the and his follow’er 5 ,»lhews him to 
other oracles relating to his fuf- have been fo far from either 
ferings and death. In confc- doubt or defpair, that he cqm- 
quence of which, he was pray- forted himfelf under the terrible 
ing to him, that be would make weight of the former, by the 
good to him, and to his ^iritual allured profpefl of the latter, 
poftcrity, that is, to his church, And that he really died in this 
all thofe gracious promiles which godlike temper of mind, all the 
are contained in the latter part ocher circumllances of his palfion 
of the fame pfalm, from the and death, as well as his laft 
twouty-fecond verfe to the end. dying ejaculations, and the noble 
'I'he Jews therefore, who teftimony which the centurion 
well knew that there was no gave ol it, do plainly fliew. 
other way, to quote either a And here we beg leave to 
pfiilm, or any other fedtion of make one remark more on bilhop 
holy writ, but from the firft Ijare\ metrical verfion, men* 
words of It, as we have elfe- tioned at the beginning of this 
where Ihewn (i), might have chapter, wherein that learned 
fiivcd their ..inveflives againll prelate, fpeaking of the pfalm 
Chrill, as if he h d been then w^ are now upon, thinks to have 
fe'zed with a kind of defpair (2), found in it fuch difference of 
. and objeAing to him the words iijle, matter, &c. that he cannot 

(n) Vot. III. />. <14, fui not. (9) Vid, Munfi, Pf. xxii. niTe (b). Pnd. 

eonneiFi. p it ii. /. viii. Juban. A. C. *7. (i) Vtd. vil. ni. p. 4, & 

eonn’ent. tn Pfal. (3) Pfal. xxxvil. 24, as» & 

el.b, (4j Fid. int, al, Cahiu, tn lee, SC inftitut, 

fo|bea| 
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\y Father, and in an agony of prayer yielded up the ghoft Chrift ex- 

(£j, piretmthe 

It trojs. 

forbear fuppofing they are two is the true reading, and /ignifies 
diiFerent palms, abfardly tadied like a I.i , as if the meaning 
together by the and which had been, my handb and feet, 
ought to be divided at the twen- like thofe of a lion (which 
ty'fecond verfe above-mentioned, they were forced to add to mal.e 
where a kind of new theme feems it fenfe), were watched or ob- 
to begin. ferved. And this exchai ge of 

Bat, with due fubmidton to the latter for the former they 
his lordfliip'sgieat judgment, we fcruple not to charge us with, as 
think this diflcrcnce of ftile, Uc. done dcfigneclly by the (acred 
higbl. conilftent with the two- hiilorian (7). Hut, as our read- 
fold Jefign of It, the one to fore- ing hath been abundantly proved 
tci the great humiliation of the mod authentic by fo many 
Chnd, and the other to (hew his commentators, and othcu, 'in¬ 
glorious exaltition immediately tient and modern, we (liall refer 
following It (5). The fubjeft of our readers to them, particularly 
thole two prophecies being v idly to thofe quoted at the bottom of 
didcrcnt,it could hardly be othci- the page (8). 
wife, but the dile mud be (u (E) For, immediately upon his 
likewifc. We may add, that expiring, the tiame of nature 
the fifty tliiitl chapter of Ifaiah^ fell, as it were, into convuKions; 
which runs almod parallel in the earth quaked, the rocks weic 
hpth thefe cafes, and is allowed cleft nfunder, the graves opened, 
by ail Chridians, as it w'as once the dead raifed ; and the veil, 
by the antient 'Jeius, to relate which covered the molt holy 
to the Meffluh (6), might be as place, was •-ent in twain from 
properl) divided into two, as this the top to the bottom, uncover- 
pfalm ; which yet never came ing thereby thofe holy myde acs 
into any man's head, on account o( the Mojatc dilpenlation, h 
of chat dilTerencr, or any other; had now in his death their lull 
no, not even in that of the accomplilhment; in token of 

though fo clofcly pinched by it, which he broke out in his ' dl 
that they have even ventuied to agonies with thole lignal’woids, 
fplit the perfon there fpoken of It tsfiu^Jhed. Heie tiie eentunon 
into two. and infidel foldiers, obleiving his 

Before we difmifs this noble meek ard pious exit, and tnc 
pfalm, we (hould take notice of miraculous circumllances which 
the difference between our read- attended it, were (buck with 
ing of the word caru, they fuch admirUton <y)d dread, thac 
pierced //ry hc^nds^ &c. and thaj of they confefied him to be the bon 
.'the preient Jew^t who write it of God (9). Not fo did the 
'Ijt , cnare^ which they pretend JenxtJh pnefti and elders, who 

i 

(s' Del«ctiid.Pbthp.U ! .fij’g. (6) Vtd int al. M rin.diatnh. rlfn. 

Ha. pieet> vft. pay. (sf paiaiteJift/i trt he *•'} Nm. Trjf. iinpt. ('») rid. 

ir\ at. auSi hi PJ'itxaibofi. Jufltn Mart dtuhg. c ''rypb. Hottingrr 

df,rt. tn Icc. Cilmtt, a/. (») Mat, xKvit, 50, /<y. Mark xv. 39. Luh 

\XMti.-?. 7 > f/* . 

^ } xcniAincd 
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It was now pad: three of the clock, the time in which 
the evening Iamb viras daily offered up; and this was the eve 
of their labbath, and of one of their grand feftivals. That the 
folemnity of it therefore might not be fullied or difturbed by 
the hanging of the three bodies on the crofs 9 , they went to 
beg of Ptlat£, that he would order their leg^ to be broken, and 
that they might be taken down, and carried off. This was 
immediately executed on the two criminals j but when they 
came to Jefus, and found him already dead, they broke not 
his legs i but one of the foldicrs, feemlngly out oi wanton- 
nef^, druck his lance into his fide, which immediately iffued 
forth water and blood. Tiiefe lad circumftances happened, 
not without a peculiar direffion of Providence, not only as 
they fully aflured us of his being really dead, but as they ve¬ 
rified two fignal propliecies concerning him; the one, that 
not a bone of his fhould be broken'; and the other, that 
they, the inhabitants of Jetuftilem, fhould behold him whom 
they had pierced *. 

Whilst thefe things were tranfa^ling on mount Cahuary^ 
yofeph of Arimathea{V)i a wealthy and honourable 
ruler, and a (ecret difciple of Jefus, but yet of fuch courage 
and integrity, as to pruteft againd their violent and unjuft 
proceedings againft him, went boldly to Pilate^ ’and begged 
leave to lake down and bury his facred remains. Pilate at 
firft could fcaicely believe, that he could befofoon dead; biT., 
being allured of it by the centurion, he readily granted his 
requeft. Jofeph had a garden adjoining to the place, in which 


s De hoc vicl. Deut. xxi. 22, & feq. ^ Vid. Exod. xiu 

46. Numb. ix. 12, &alib. * Zechar. xii. 10. Conf. cum 
Joh. xix. 36, & feq. 


remained inflexible in fpite of all 
thefe prodigies, and purfued their 
malice to the utmolt, and with¬ 
out the leatt relenting. 

(F) The fame which is called 
in the facred Hebrew books Ra~ 
mahf and Ramatbnh, and figni- 
£es an high place ; and this is the 
reafon why we mee. with feveral 
of the fame name, which have 
been confounded one with ano¬ 
ther. This therefore here fpoken 
of by the evangeliils, and which 


St. yerm places bet\vcen yiippa 
and Ljf^/a (1), and fomc modern 
travelers on an eminence be¬ 
tween the former and Jerufaltmj, 
being confequently on the weft of 
that metropolis, was very diflFer- 
ent from Ramatbam Zopbim, 
SamuePs native place, which was 
fiteate on the north of itj as 
the reader may fee by comparing 
SauTs journey in fearch of*his 
father’s aiTes (2}, with the map 
pf Palafiine {3). 


(i) Epitapb. ix Eeuh (a) i Sam. \x, 4, & 

faUtft, 


( 3 ) m, EeU 

he 
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lie had liewn a sew tomb in the rock, which he defigned for Chri^ 
bimfelfy but was now, by a particular providence, better dif- Juried. 
pofed of, and was made the repoiitory of his Mafter’s body 
(G). In the mean time, the jealous ^ews went to Filate^ 
and acquainted him, that Jefus, whom they there fiile, this 
deceiver, had formerly boafted that he v/ould rife again on 
the third day ; and that it was therefore highly neceiTary to Hh tomb 
have his tomb well guarded till then, left his difciples fhould Jealtd and 
privately fteal him away, and then give out, that he was iQ7\\y guarded^ 
nfen, which would make the laft miftakc more dangerous 
than the fiift. FHnte eafdy agreed to what they asked ; and, 
to prevent any impofition of that kind, told them, Ye have 
a guard (H) j go ye therefore, and make every thing as furc as 

you 


(G) We have formerly ob- 
ferved in what manner criminals, 
that died by the hands of juftice, 
were to be buried ap irt (4): but, 
in recondmg him in tjiib maiden 
grave, they feem to have fulhlled 
another fignal prophecy in the 
fame chapter of Ifaiah, where 
the hiftory of* his fufferings is fo 
livelily reprefented, and where 
this remarkable circumibuicc is 
foretold, that though he was 
numbered in his death with the 
tranfgrcAbrs, yet he fhould have 
his grave among the great or 
wealthy {5). Hicodemus^ another 
of his private difciples, aAifted 
at this doleful rite ; and thefe 
two, having haftily emlialmcd 
the body with a large quantity 
of myrrh and aloes, and wrapt 
it in a new winding fheet, de> 
pofited it in this new fepulcre, 
wherein nocorpfe had as yet been 
laid} and covered the mouth of 
it with a large ilone, not to be 
removed but by a good number 
hands \ after which they went 
to prepare themielves for the 


celebration of the enfuing folem* 
nity (6). 

(H) We think there is here a 
material ciicumAance, which has 
hitherto pail; unobferved, and 
which Aill more fccures the truth 
of Chrill’s reiurreflion ; to wit, 
his tomb being guarded, not by 
a Raman, but a JpwiJh watch. 
The former might have been 
liable to fufpicion, and thefe pa> 
gan foldiers, little minding whe¬ 
ther the Jews, or Chrift's di£^- 
pies, were moA: in the right, 
might have been biibed by the 
latter to connive at an attempt 
to impofe on a whole nation, 
which they hated and defpifed. 
But a Jtnvip guard, or, as they 
are eliewhere called, the ofiicers 
and band of the high-priefts (7), 
and were perhaps the fame who 
had fo lately brought him from 
the garden into the pontiffs pa¬ 
lace, where they had made him 
fufier fo many indignities, thefe, 
we fay, could not be fuppofed to 
join in fuch a cheat. 

Now this feems to be the roa- 


f 4 ) Stt hefire, W. iil. p. 13*, not, {X)> (sJ Ifai. liii. 9. Fid. Mtrm 
diatnh, in lee. £§ parelM, >n fin. (6) Mattb. zxvii. $7, & fej. Mark xr, 
4s, @f. Lute axiii. 50, &e. John xix. 38, 6f /ey. (7) Ftd, John xvHf. 

3. Ctnf, am tu, 32, 4$, Ms/tb. xxvh 47* mark lAv, 43> ASe iv> t> & 
mih. 
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you can. So they went, and fet a guard at the door of the 
iepulcre, and fet their feal upon the Ifone *; and, by their 
extraordinary caie to prevent any private attempt, made the 
truth of hii> refurre^ion appear in the ilrongef lights as we 
ihall fee in the next fedhon. 


SECT. VII. 

Htfiory of Jews from Chrtfl*s RefurreSton to the 
total DefiruStton of their City and iemple^ and Dt- 
fperjion of that People, 

W E have hitherto feen Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, in 
his loweft humiliation ; defpifed, rejected, and ?bhorred; 
pcrfecutcd, t’ .ed, and condemned to a death of the utmoft 
(hame and ignominy ; expiring on acrofs, and hid in a grave; 
and, in all thefc refpefts, m the lowcft and moft abjedl condi¬ 
tion of a man. The thud day after h^ death, being the firfi. 
day of the week, or out Sunday, and the fifth oif Jpiil*-, 
Ch tft offers him to our view m his glorified ftate, and rifcn again 
tues from from the dead, according to his own pionrufcs, and the oracles 
t^edead written of old conctining himBy the earlrfl dawn 

this diy, thofe pious women, who had accompanied him thro' 
his laff three years travels, and had prepared a cofijy mixture 
to embalm his body, not dicaming at lead of ins fo hidden 
t^uiie£fion, made their way towards the place, where they 
had feen him depofited two da^s before. They do not feem 
to have known any thing of a guard being fet over it . their 


* Matth xxvii 62, ad fin • \ id Ussfr inn fub A M. 

4036 •* Conf Pf XVI 10 & Aftsii. 31, &. alib 


fon why Vtlate, who, by his htc 
behaviour, appears to hive enter¬ 
tained a much higher rotion of 
Chrift, might now be fo far ap 
prehenfive of his keeping his 
promife, that, to prevent all fu- 
ijpicion from him or his fbldiers, 
he iclU the jenutfl} chiefs. You 
haven guard of your onvn , make 
the b ft ufe you can of it We 
do not, however, pretend to an- 
finoate, that they were peruutted 
by the Rituans to keep any troops 
of miltua of their own j but 
only, that, fince the high pnett- 

r a 


hood had been joined to the roy¬ 
alty in the time of the Macea<‘ 
beet^ they uied to have a con* 
fiderable body of life guards, it 
IS more than probable, that, after 
thofe two dignities were parted, 
the pontiffs were tiiU aibwcd the 
fame, though jhrhaps in a le& 
niymber, or elfe it wih be ddfieoift 
to guefs what to make of tlieft 
foidiers and officers of the hi^* 
priefb, which are fb often idem* 
uoned in the gofpels, and in tfilh 
A&s, 

grekt’ 
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great concern was only how to get the ponderous ftone rolled 
, ^om the entrance. But that obftacle was already taken olF 
by a miraculous earthquake, which had likewtfe put the gu uds 
to Bight; fo that at their anival they found the Bone roiled 
on one fide, and an angel cloathed in lefulgent array fitting 
upon It. Their furprize was Bill greater, when thty heaiU 
the heavenly meflenger rep'ove tl eir officious, but untimely 
piety, in words to this ettedl Whv feek ye the living among <*«* 
the dead, foigctful of what he often tepcitcd to you, that he 
was to fufftr death, and to life again on th* third day f Be ** 

hold the place wluie he was 1 iid, and from which he is iifcn ; 
and go anti acquaint his dilc.plcs viith it, and tell h*.ni, that 
he will meet you in GaliUe^ according to his promife They 
did lo accord ngly , and, with the greatefl j >v and wonder, 
went and told them what they had feen and heard , but thofe, 

Bill backward to believe, looked upon it as the efftiSt!) of fancy 
and delufioii 

T. wo of them, howcvci, had the curiofity to run to the Peter 
fcp ilcre fobriy who w»s the )oungeft of the two, came John^^rtf 
fiiB, and. Booping down, found that the body was really the fepul- 
gone i but, when Peter came next, he went into the place 
along with that beloved difciple, and, to their furprize, 
found the grave-cloaths, and the napkin, not haBily and con> 
fuftdly thrown by, but neatly folded up feparately j upon 
which they began to entertain fome hopes, and leturned to 
acquaint the reB with the news'*. WhilB they weie thus Chuftap- 
together, and the women with them, Mmy Magdalen^ who 
had Bud ih the garden, prying about, to find whether the body ^ 
had not been removed to fome other place, came haBily to * 
them, and aBured them, that the LdRD had appeared to her 
there But neither could this further conhnnation difpel 
either their forrow or unbelief, till Jefus at length came and 
fhewed himfelf to them, gave them a gracious All bad^ and 
bid them be of good comfort; for he was alive a^am, and, 
according to his promife, would Biortly meet them m Ga^ 

UUi (A). 

That 


« Matth.xxviii i, &req. Mark xvi. i, &req Luke xxiv. i, 
John XX. 1, & feq. ** John ibid ter 3, & leq. 

* Ibid. ver. i c, Se feq. 


'h V 

(A) In the mean time, the 
K^hted guards, leaving the gar< 
den with the utmoft fpeed and 
confufion, went to acquaint the 
chief'priefts and rulers with what 
had happened, uion which a 
VOL. X. 


counfel was immediately called: 
here one might have rcafonably 
expeSed, they would either have 
yielded to io much evidence, or, 
at leaB, fiifpended all further 
refolutioM, till they had made a 
B r full 
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to f‘v.0 That evening two of the difciple^ going to a village 
^i/iiples called LnmentSi oitl lU-iuoit lixty turlong^j, or eight miles, 
gong to north-weft JenJalen,^ were difcouihng with eath other 
faiAaiaus. about tht ftianj^e traniadlions ct ‘hedi), when Jefus over¬ 
took tluin, ind, witimiit making htmleU known, afleed them 
tile Cdufe tl tin I mehntholy entcrtniiminr. Chopbas, one 
of the twe, in a kind ut (urpiiz*, thit lie fhould (eem fo great 
a ft aii^ r to thu ti wd icbi'n^ of the laft week, begin to give 
h ni n account lo h of them, and of thofe of that day; 
pirniul ilvthur fu pnz at the iifion, which the women 
had lv.t.n at tiic f< pulcie , concluding the whole with a kind of 
oniplaint, tii t inoiglithiy hid liitherto looked upon Jefus 
a the future d hictcrof thtir iinlupp\ nition; yet it being 
now tiiice da)s ftnee the) h d Icm him expire on i ftiameful 
cro^, their hopes were alnu ft at an end, in ipite of the 
womens icpoit of his nfuncdtion, and ns being m fome 
meafurc con fumed 1 >mt of ihi apoftle'-, wiio hid been that 

fxpoun^t morning -^t the fepulcte. Here Jefus took oetafion to blame 
ttjeSntp tli« 11 want of f. ith, not only in him, but in the Scriptures, 

tires to while both his fill lings and death, te(urrc£lion and glory, 

iuim. were f) plainly foictdd, and to gi e them i thoiough expo- 

fi ion of them frmi thi firft to the lift By this lime they 

were got to the village, whcie Jelua made a fhewas if he dc- 

full inquiry into the faft. But, this fignal truth, by denying th&t 
inilead of that, they chofe, at any of his ct ucifixion, under pretence, 
rate, to lupprefs a truth, which that it was a punifhmept unufual 
was fare to cilt the deC|.ell guilt and unwarranted a/hong them, 
on the I late unjtilf lentince We hive had frequent oceahon 
againft Chrift(i), aid accord to mention this, and fome others 
iii^ly bubed the watch wnh a of their poor and fhameful eva- 
contiller iLie funi, to yve out, fions, and (hall not repeat them 
that hib difvqlcs had ftolen him here 

away w w ft they were afletp ; Much lefs (hall we tike upon 
pn mill g them, at the fame us to inlwer all the cavils, which 
t me, thdi if the maUer came to our modern (ceptics have rai(^ 
the governor’s ear*!, they would agaii ft this important article, 
find means to pacify him, and which has been lo llrenuoufly 
bear ttiem harmltfs Upon which, defended by lo many abler hands, 
they went and ipiead abroad that and more particular of late by 
leport, which* was readily fwal- fome learned pens, and m n 
lowed by the greateit part of m^ner wholly new, but fo con- 
^ /rui, and went ft II current vincing, that nothing need be 
(Pong th >m for many years (2). added to it (3), as indeed nothing 
^ However, the Je^s have fmee has, or can be replied tP it. 

' found out another way to oppofe 

(1) Ftl set, at. ASis't.z^. (*) Mtttb. XXMI g, ( 3 ) Triil 

•J the « Ut t£Lt, pajf 'JfstdcfeHtt of it, Wefi on the rejurrt&t^n, &a/. 

I iigned 
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fiened to go farther j but they had been fo comfotfed by hi$ 
.ducourfe, that they intreated him to fp.'iid that night with 
them, the evening being then juil upon cJofing. He went 
in with them accordingly ; and, being fat down at table, 
began with the breaking of the bread, as he had been wont 
to do ; upon which they knew him, and he immediately va- 
nifhed. This furpiifing difeevery, added to the waimth 
which their heait> had felt, whilft he expounded the Scriptures 
to them on the road, would not fufFar them to tarry longer 
there; but they went to communiiate their joy thit very 
night, to the reft that were then gatheied togrtljcr at ferufa- 
hm^ and who acquainted them at the fame time with his 
having appeared unto them *. 

All thefe circuniftances had been fo ftr from convincing 
them hitherto, that they rather concluded from his fo fudden 
difappeanng, that they had only feen fome fpirit in his like- 
nefs. They feemed ilill more confirmed in it, when, being 
fat down to fupper, with the gates fall, for fear of the 'Jews, 
he furprifed them with his prefence, and gave them his ufual 
falutation, Peace be to you. To convince them, therefore, 
of their miftake, he commanded them to draw near, and con- 
flder his pierced hands and feet, handle his body, and latisfy 
themfelves by all proper means, that he was no fpiiit or phan- 
tafin, but their real rifen Lord and Mafter. Whilft they were 
fltli fluiftuating between joy and doubt, he reminded them of 
his former promifes, explained thofe oracles to them, in which 
thefe things were prefignificd of him, renewed liis former 
commifHon and power to them to preach and confirm his 
gofpei, and left them for that night with his ufual blefling, 
full of joy and wonder, to collect and compare the fcveral 
tranfacftions of that glorious and fignal day S (B). 

Thomas, one of the eleven apuftles, called Didymus, hap-* 
pened to be abfent at this junifture; fo that, when the 
reft informed him cf it, he plainly told them, that he ftiould 
never believe it, till he had thruft his fingers into the print of 
the nails, and his hand into his wounded fiJe. Eight days 


^ Luke xxiv. 13, & ftq. 
iK. 19, &feq. & alib. 

• 

(B) This laft was the fifth ap¬ 
pearance he made of himCelf on 
this one day; to wit, 1. to Mary 
Magdalen $ a. to the other wo- 
neo i 3. to Peter, in fome man- 


8 Luke xxiv. 34, Sc feq. John 


ner not plainly recorded, but 
mentioned cranfitonly by St. Luki 
and St. Paul (4); 4. to the two 
difciples: and, 3. to the whole 
college at fupper. 


('4} Luke xxiv* 34* > Cm'ntb. xv. 5* 

R r 2 after. 


Pifap* 

pears. 


jtppears to 
thetiuelve 
at fupper. 

Ycir of 
Chrift 33. 
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after, being the twelfth of Jprily Jefus appeared again unto 
them, when Thomas was there, and invited him to come and 
take that full demonftration, which he had fo (liffly inHftcd 
on ; biJt the incredulous fervant, being now fully afi'ured with* 
out it, f(.li at his gracious feet, and, with an humble ceftafy 
of jo), confefl*-d him to be his Lord and his God; upon 
which he was difmdled with this gentle reproof, Thou be- 
I'hvrjty rhonus, becaufe thou hajt feen } but blejfed ate they 
thot /ave not feeuy and yet believe Some days after, 
they all \c\iyerufaletHy and went according to his appoint¬ 
ment into Galilee ; where he appeared again unto them, 
and, alter hh ufual falutation, laid unto them, Ml power 
is given me in heaven and eutth. Go therefore and preach 
to all nationSy baptizing them in the name of the Fathei'y Son, 
and Holy Ghojly he h Seven of them being foon after gone 
to the lea-fide to fifh, namely, Peiei’y fohtty fameSy Thomasy 
Bartholomew or Nathanaely and two ofhcis not named, and 
having toiled all night in vain, Jcliis manifelh-d himfclf again 
to them in the morning, by the kind and known token of a 
benefitial niiiacle j and, after they had dragged their loaded 
net to the fhore, condefeended to eat and <lrink with them. 
After breiktaft, Jefus, addreffing himfelf to afkcd him 

whether he loved him more thin the reft ; and, being anfwered 
in the affirmative, commanded him to feed his flock. He 
repeated the fame queftion twice more to him, infomuch thut 
Peter y being giievcd ..t it, broke out into this expreffion ; 
Lord, thoUy who knotveji all things y mujl know that I love thee. 
After this treble confeffion of his unfeigned love, dcTigned pro¬ 
bably as a kind of expiation for his treble denial of him, Jefus 
plainly told him, that the time would come when he fliould 
make a much more authentic acknowlcgcment of him, when 
he fuffered himfclf to be bound and led to a glorious martyr¬ 
dom for his fake, and in imitation of him, intimating there¬ 
by, as the c angelift hints, his crucifixion, by which he was 
to gloiity God, as he did accordingly many years after, with 
a conftanty becoming a thief apoflle (C). 

Thus 


•> John XX. verf. 24, & feq. 
feq. 

(C) This was now the third 
time of his appearing to the full 
body of hisdilciplcs after his re- 
furreftion After that prediA'on, 
Jefui b.d Peter come after him ; 
who, turning about, and feeing 
the beloved difciple, aiked his ma- 


* Matth. xxviii. 16, & 

Her, whether he would have him 
alfo follow him. Butjefus rebuked 
his untimely curioiity, with tell- 
ing him. If I will have him tarry 
till 1 come, what have you to do 
with It ? Hence arofe a flrange 
notion among the refl, that that 

difciple 
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Thus did our rifen Saviour maniteft himfeift ei^hcr to his 
whole church, ortol^mcof them more p^iticuljily, during 
the rpace of forty days, in ai! convincing proofs j inftrudling Appears to 
them ftill further in his heavenly doOlnne, dtfcourfing more themfarty 
familiarly with them of his fpiritual kingdom, difijelhiig their 
doubts, allaying their fears, and comfuiung their hearts with 
the glorious profpe£l of an eternal life to crown their painful 
and arduous race. At length, the ippointed time of his de¬ 
parture drawing near, he gatlieied them tog ther, to the num¬ 
ber, as St. Paul tells us, of .above five hundi.dk, and led 
them into .i retired part of a mountain, where he agun gave 
them Ircfli aflurances of his never filling love, care, and pro- 
teflion, to the end of tl.c world, renewed his commiffiiai and 
miraculous powers t,) them, together with tlie piomife of a 
plentiful cfFufion of liis Holy SpiiiL to diitiS: thtin into all 
truth, and lit them foi tlicii glorious woik, the convcrfi in of 
the world '. 

Havin’c. finifhed his difeourfe, he bid them return to 'Jerrt- 
falem^ where he would meet them before his afcenfion, as he 
accordingly did ; and ordered them to reniiin ih^ra till they 
had received the piomifcd Comforter, hy whom they fhould 
Ihortly alter be endoatd with power from above, anfwerable 
to their hi^h commiflion. Gieat need they ftill ftood \r\ 
fuch a divine diie£lor, fincc thefelait words filkd them again 
with hopes, that their Matter was now going indeed to icftorc 
the kingdom of Ifracl. Jefus was here again obliged to check 
their untimtly cuiiolity, but referred the furihei difphy of 
this important point to tbit piomifed heavenly inftrudtor. 

And now, having iinifhed hisgloiious woik, hi-led tlkm foith 
toward Bethany^ to the mount of Olives ; whcic being arii^cd, 
he tenderly gathered them about him, and m their full fighr 
went up to heaven, leaving bis gracious blefliug upon the , ^fcend$ 
and the comfortable aflurance, that he was going to prep '■c 
a place for them in his own kingdom ; wliillf they, in an id 
oring pofture, followed him with their wiftful eves, till a 
bright cloud received him out of their fight (D). Wh.jft their 

eyes 

I Cor. XV. 6. ’ Markxvi. 17, ad fin. 

difdple Ihould not die (5) ; tho* John aftually llveJ to fee totally 
in all probability Chrifl meantf no difperfcd. 
more than his tarrying on earth (D) This happened, according, 
dll his coming to take vengeance to our learned VpePi computa- 
on the nation, which Sc. tion, hinted a little higher, on a ‘ 

(s) Jehu xxi. ptt tet, 

R r 2 Thurf-' 
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eyes were thus fixjd (till towards him, two angels appeared to 
them in bright apparel, and faid unto them, Galilee, 

why Jiand ya up to heaven ? The fame Jefus^ whom you 

have now beheld afcending thither^ faall tn the like manner come 
down again from thence ^ } meaning either at the end of" two 
thnufand years, a-j Tome think, when he will reign another 
thou fa nd upon earth n, or, as is moftly thought, at the laft 
day to judge the world ; till which time he will there remain, 
and reign at the right hand of his Father, till all his enemies 
be made hts foodtool o (E). 

The 


® Mark xvi.ver. ult. Lukexxiv. 4.6, ad fin. Aft. i. 6, &feq. 
*> See what we have faid on that head, vol. iii. p. 39. See alfo Afts 
jii. 19—21, Rom. xi. 11, &^feq. 25,&fetj. &alib. “ Conf. 
Rfal. cx. I. Matt, xxii, 44. Afts ii. 35. Hebr. i. 13. x. 


12, 13- 

Thurfda\', the fourteenth of Mav, 

\vh)ch is the ninth month of tiie 

JemoiJfy year, and in the thirty- 

fixth, or, according to others, the 

thirty third year of his age, and 

the nineteenth of rcipn, 

, > 

There is an antient tradition, 
which adds, chat it was about the 
time of noon when he wa.s taken 
np, and afeended from one of the 
fummits of mount Olivet^ where 
the print of his feet, where he 
laft flood, was ftill to be feen, and 
on that account has been had in 
great veneration ever fince. The 
reader may fee what wc have faid 
of it in a former volume (5). 

(F.) It will not be amifs to 
clufe this hiftory of the Saviour 
of the world with thofe other 
tefti monies which we find coO' 
cerning him, both in Jofephus, 
and in fome eminent heathen au^ 
thors. We begin with the for¬ 
mer, becaufe we h''ve'elfewhere 
promifed to fay fomething farther 
concerning that known and much 

(5) 8 a btjwft val. ii. p, 405, & ftf, 

(t 4 * 


controverted paflage of his,which 
run.s to this eft eft (6): 

“ At the fame time there was 
one jefus, a wile man, if at 
“ Icaft he may be called a man, 
“ who was a great worker of 
“ miracle.*!, and a teacher of 
“ truth to all that were defirov3 
to learn it, and had a great 
number of difciples, both of 
“ fe-ws and Gentiles,, This was 
** (or, as St. Jerom read it, cre- 
“ dehatur, was believed to be) 
the Chrift, svhom Pilate^ thro* 
the envy of the heads of our 
nation, caufed to be crucified ; 
but this did not hinder his 
difciples from cleaving ftedfaft- 
** ly to him. He was feen by 
** them three days after his 
** death, according to the pro- 
“ phecies concerning him, The 
“ Chriflian feft fubfifts to this 
day ; they call themfelvcs by 
** his name,and acknowlege him 
** for their head.” 

This paffkge being not only 

& mtet. ( 6 j Antij. I, xviii, 

found 
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The difciplcs, thus w*rued, returned immediately to C/v/y?’j 
vufalem, where they fpent their time in prayers, fadings, and dt/apits 

' {vLzht^ifry at 
]«rufa- 

found in all the mannlcripts of difciplcs of Chrift met with from 
that biftonan, but quoted by St. yews and Gentiles might be a 
Jerom^ Eufebms ^7), and other fufficient uollacle to a man of bis 
aotients, the mam objeflion mouM liHi g himfelf into ihcir 
aganft It is, yofephus could number He ra glit, and had in 
Cvprefi himlelf m fuch a .ntnnei all probability coiiverfvd with fe- 
coictrning Chad, and yet live veral kuiuJ LhriUiins who 
anddieaj'^w To which niiy might hive infpiicd hira with a 
be added another difliculty ; to gieat veneration for thtir Divine 
wit, how he could acknowle^e Miller, and, bom the many pro* 
him the proinifed MJhih, alter phecicj eoiii.«.rniiig Inm, have 
he had orie cumplimeiued tiie convinced him of hi& being the 
liman empeior with that ti- MeDiaii; and at the i me time 
tie. Hut cnole, who believe it hib brethren of the phaidue len¬ 
to hivc been foilled m by lome ven migiit trump up their notion 
pious Ctirilli itij, will find it Itill of a double Mtlhah ; to wit, 
much more difficult to account one a fufterer, and the other a 
how tnev could get it inlerted m gie.it and gloiious conqaeror, 
all futuie c.)p c', and luppicfs all hor no time could be more 
the old ind genuine opcb liktly to produce fuch a wild 

Thole v?i o kno v how much diftmftion, than that about which 
has b^en .already writ for .and he wrote his billory, when all 
•giinrt It, willeifily excufe our their hopes were wholly quafh 
not entering further into that con- ed, the feeptre vihblv departed 
tioveify, than lefernng our from Judah, ilie lerond temple 
teade- to t'.e authors themfelvos, dcllroyed, the nation ruined, the 
whom lie will find quoted at the utmolf length of their compuia* 
bottom of the page (8) tion of Daniel'i weeks long hnce 

All that we dull add, by way ended, and the t hriltwns cveiy- 
of lelTening the two difficulties where beating tlietn out of ail 
raifed agamft the genumet.efs of other remtienchmcnts “ud fori e- 
thetext, IS, ift, E'MX JoJephis ing them at length to trull them- 
was no lefs a courtier than a Jr-w felves to this broken plank ; and 
and a pharifce : he might, as an was not a man of Jofephus's cha- 
hiftorun, who made gre it Ihew radler as likely to prefer this 
of fincericy, be forced to publilh Toothing notion to the m.anifcll 
a truth, the fuppreffion of which dauger of becoming a profeflibd 
would have brought hts charadler Chnlhan, as any of his frater* 
in queftion, and yet not have re- nity ? 

folution enough to facrifica his But, laftly, who can tell how 
tempo alintereft to his conviiElion. far the ill treatment which he 
The cruel treatment which the met with from tiiw^e lail, at the 


(7) Lit. dt furiptv. VuL Cf Eu^tb. ml. bift. lib. 1. cap. If. iii. e, 9, 
(8) f'tJ. tut. al. Huet. di.m<tnftr. evang. fr)p, fe£i. ii. Atatld, dijfert, de Itc, 
/up. an. 1661. Pnd. Cilmtt, al, 

R r 4 fiege 



6i6 


fBJkiy of^ht Jews. BTH, 

fuch other exercifes as were likclieft to qualify them for the 
reception of the promifed Comforter. They were about an 
hundred and twenty perfons, probably exclufive of the wo¬ 
men, who diJ not ufe to be reckoned in the number, though 
they kept ftiil with them, and, among the reft, the virgin 
Alfi-'y, vih> IS hi*re p rticulirlv mentioned, and for the laft 
time . The ^ luce thev ufed toaflemhle in, was a large upper 
room (F), where, a few davs after then Mafter’s alcenhon, 

Peter 


P Afts 1. 14. 


liege of Jerufalem, of which we 
lhail fpeak in the fcquei, their 
invincible obllinacy and ingrati¬ 
tude, their cruelty, hypoenfy, 
and irrecancdeable hatred to him 
(9), may have provoked him to 
lay this heavy chaige upon them, 
of ciucifying the MrlTiah, and to 
aggr. vate it with thole other te- 
ihmoiiia]« concerning him, with¬ 
out being himltlf thoroughly la- 
tuhed with them, through pre¬ 
judice and intereil 

If therefore this text ever fuf- 
fered any ilteiation, it fiems to 
have been only in the omiliion 
of the woid ctedehatM, which, 
we find, wa. in St Jttom's copy, 
though not in that of Eu/ebtus, 
Rujirusy and others, where it was 
left out; but whether through 
careleiinefs, or wilfully, mufl be 
left CO ihc reader’s candour And, 
after all, we nny as well fufpeft 
the great character which the 
jeiufjh hifiorian gives to yohu 
the bapcilf, and to Sc. James^ 
whom he calls the brother of 
Chriil (I), wh ch yet call no fmall 
honour to tli s lalt, whofe mar¬ 
tyrs they were, t 

Concerning the te'^imony of 
heathen writers, we have already 
mentioned thoie which confirm the 


fupernatural cclipfe which hap¬ 
pened at Chnft's piiilon, and the 
appeal which the apologift fathers 
made 10 the heathen records for 
tint and other fads Taettus 
confirms alfbChriU’s having been 
put to death by Pilate governor 
of Judiva, undri the emperor Ti- 
hettus (2) We might add fome 
others, were we not afraid of 
fwelltng this note too much. The 
renders may lee them in the apo¬ 
logies above mentioned, and in 
the authors quoted at the bottom 
of the page (^) «• 

For the fame reafon we lhail 
forbear mentioning the teftimo- 
ny of the Mohammed O' , and all 
debate on the ipocryphal gofpeh, 
cpiftlcs and otliti writing'-, con- 
ccining him, and all ufelcfs in¬ 
quiries after his perfon, lhape, 
mien, and other fuch particulari¬ 
ties of neither importance, nor 
the Icall ceitainty. As for his 
pretended coricfpondence with 
the king of EdiJ/hy we ftiall re¬ 
fer our readers to what has been 
faid in a foimci volume (4). 

(h) The words c ij 0 
(5) certainly imply fome upper 
iQom*of an houfe, and not of the 
temj.le, as fome have imagined. 
This might be therefore that large 


(9) ftet M Jvi. l. VI. c. IT. (j}Anttq l.xx e. 8. (a) Ama/. 

/ *'• e 4 -. (S) EiJ’ i»f al Minut Fehe. //. Grot, de writ. leCkrc 

in tund. /.Ibadte, & al, ^4) Vol.x. f. 160 Jut not. ad fin. {%)A(li 1. ij. 
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Petit addrefled faimrelf to the reft, and reminded them how 

neceftary it was, before they entered into their grand commif*! 

fion, to choofe a new member into the apoftulic college, from Cbee/e a 

among thofe who had been converfant with Jefus from yobn*s »tw mtm- 

baptifm to that prefent time, to fill up the vacancy which the ta/uc~ 

traitor yudas had made to their number. The prupofal being w^Judas, 

approved, two candidates were offered to them, namely yc- 

fephy furnamed yujiusj and Barfabas (who is fuppofed by 

fome to be the brother of yames the Lefsy and, by others, the 

fame with Barnabas ); and Matthias, who was one of the 

feveiity difciples (G). After a fhort prayer to the difeerner 

of all hearts, to dire£l: them to the perfon whom he had 

made choice of, they caft then lots, and Matthias was chnfen 

into the apoftolical mmiftry, and their number completed 

again 

When fifty days from Chrift’s refurre<£lIon were finifhed, ^he Holy 
which ufhered in the grand feaft of pentccoft », whilll the dif- de~ 
ciples were all alTembled at their ufual place, fuddenly there-^^^^ 
was heaid a mighty found from heaven ; a vehement wind 
filled the room they were in, when there appeared a kind of eJo-"^ * 
ven tongues of fire fitting upon each of their heads ; upon which 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, illuminated with bis 
heavenly light, inflamed with his divine heat, infpired with the 
knowlege of foreign tongues, and endowed with ail other fu- 
pernatural gifts, to qualify them for their glorious talk, 
ednverfion of the world. Thev fet themfeivcs immediately 
about it, yetufalem being then filled with people, who camef '^_„„ 
from all parts of the world, both 'Jews and profelvtes, who ® 
flocked thit 1 ier,as ufual, to that grand Iblemnity. Thefe, hearing 


s Aifts J. 15, ad finem. 

& ftq. 

one in which Jefus had celebrated 
the lafl paflbver with his difcplcs 
( 6 ) i and is fuppofed to have be- 
longed to one of them, namely 
to yoba, furnamed Mark, and is 
laid to have been turned, in pro- 
cefsof time, intoa llatelychurch. 

(G) The traditions concerning 
thefe, two, and others of th€ir 
coUegues, are fo uncertain, that 
there is no relying on them ; other- 
wife this yo/?fb fhould be the fame 
with that often mentioned in the 


r De hoc vid. vol. iii. p. 25, 

gofpcl among the relations of our 
Saviour; and, by his furnamc of 
Barfabas, he iliould be the fame 
with Barnabas, who is yet faid 
to be a Cyprian levice (7). Mat¬ 
thias fhould Iikewife be the fame 
with Zaccheus (8),, though this 
laft became a diiaple but a few 
weeks before Chrilf's death, and 
the apoftles chofe only thofe £)r 
candidates, who had been with 
him from the beginning of his 
miniftry. 


( 6 ) M^irksan, 14, 15. (7) ASs iv. 36. 

Cltm. Alexandr, fttemat, Nt deTyra, Qtrn, a Lap, ^ at. 


(8) Debts vid, 

of 
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of that wonderful event, C4me to them in great crouds,, and 
were beyond me<irure furprifed to bear fuch poor illiteiate Gfl- 
Jiltcans^ who never knew any but their own raothtr-tongue, 
and that no hotter than as fimple fifhtrmen, esprefs themfelves 
with fuch unheird'Of readinefs and energy, and difplay in all 
their different tongues and diale<^ the niofl fuhlimj myfteries 
of the gofpel. The ficred hiftonan mentions fifteen different 
coiintrits, out of which this affeinbly confifttd Wbilft 
thL.tfore fotne, ffiack vvi h amazement at what they faw and 
lu’iJ, v/cit qntflioning what the iffue fuch a prodigy 
vvojU be, olheis a’daidiv ittiibutcd it to foine excels of new 
Vvuie, V'inch tiKV ompojea tne apo/lleshaJ been guilty of that 
iiDrnmg. WJnui viion/t.ar undorffood, he hrft exploded 
t^e fupportion, bv Kinindin’ th^*m, tint it was but the tnird 
Lour of the div< oi nine of th*moining, wheic.s theymr 
ncvei eat or drank till aftn that hour, when the firft pub¬ 
lic piayers vi'eic o Cl; ..nd then pio\ed to th.m from the Sen- 
pLiuis, tl at thcie was nothing Inpp n d in this extraordiniry 
change, but wliat had be n pi unly foieio’d, and cLganily de- 
fvnbud, by one of the prophets h iron ihit he pi o ceded 
to thole oilici onclcs, which had p’cfi.nificd the deith 
and lenniLdbon of Chiift, the true M^lh^h , «ll wh rh he 
lliLVi'Ld to thrm, wntli fucn powerful and ti>nvificii '. 1 Kjucncc, 
7Ley tar- that ihttc thoulind of his audience v'eie nnmcdiatv.l^' contcited 
•vert ^000 to his dodiine, and continued fliioi and zealous pi ^fvlTors of 
joals. it ' 

SoMr time alter, Peiet and Jo'ih^ repairing to the temple 
j^a old as ufiial, at the evtn ng hour of p'aver, hcalc I a p )or cnpplfe, 
citpple who fat begging at the gate. ThiS diew iminedutel/ a great 
healid. concouifc of people about them, to the flace called Solomon’s 
pouh j where Pttir, having re[)roved their ftupiclity in gazing 
at th^m, as the authors of fo lignal i miracl-*, afTared them, 
that th'.y had wrought it by no other power than that of Je- 
fus ChrilL whom their elders and rulers lnd through igno- 
ranee condemned to thtcrds. He concluded with fuch a 
powerful difcoUrfe on the danger of an obibnite and ungrate¬ 
ful unbelief, and on the unfpeakable benefits of a fpeedy faith 
Jdd ;ooo‘tnd lepentance, that five thoufand moic were added to 
mo! e to tht them ( H ). 

thu}ch. But 

• Ads c ii. 8, & feq. * Joel ii. 28, & feq. conf. cum 
Ifai XXIX. 19, & feq, xliv. 3, & leq. cum Ad. xi. 15, Sc feq. 

• Ad II. verf. 37, ad fin. Ads iii. i, & feq, 

(H) Thus did this new church the number only, but in the zeal 
of Chrifl daily improve, not in wtd fervour, holinefs and charity 

.of* 
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BtJT the malitt of the priefts and ruler<) agaiiifl Chrift's re¬ 
ligion did not expire with the death of its divine author. 'Phis 
new and Hgnal miracle on the impotent man, the number of 
converts It drew after it, the zeal, boldnefs, and eloqjence, 
of the apoftles, all contributed to awaken their fears with tbcir 
wonder, and to put them upon frefli ni., ns to fupprefs \/lidt 
they called this new and dangerous I'ljc apoAle , and tlie 
cripple, were brought before them , ai d in an elegant PeterV 

fpecch, aflured them, that it was by the name and pow^r ol fj-eetb to 
then great Maftcr, now gloriuufly inthtoncd in Icwen, 
they had wrought this miraculous cuic; dimonilrirtd tothmi 
from the Scriptures, that he was that chief cornei-ffone, which 
was long fince foretold to be rejt,(£led by the builders \ and 
was now become the hmndation of the ntw covenant, fince 
there was no name given undei htavtn, h) wh ch men might 
be faved, but that or Jtius Chriff, crucified indeed by them, 
but raifed again bv his own viiliorious power. The firhe- 
drin, having nothing to oppofe to thefe pregnant proofs, and 
yetaQiamcd to confefs that charge, and afnui to ufe violent 
means, by reafon of the admiring multitude, contented them- 
felves for the prefent with forbidding them to preach any 
more in th it name , to u Inch Ptia lejdied, We have received to 
a contrary ^oniHiand from Gcd, .n d vou miy cafily judgeP^^*^ 
which of the two ought to be obe)cd r. Chnfi, 

• Piter^ upon his return to his colic gue , acq* ainted them with * 
what had pift, and the otders they had received fi irn ilie 
^ewtjh chiefs , upon \vl ich they jjiird unanimoufly in pri)er 
to God,' to ftrtngtht.n then futh, louiatre, and inn iculous 
power, that they in ght boldly goon in tneir mimlfiv, and 
preach Ins ciueihtd Sin m fpite of all oppifition md difcoi- 
yagements ; upon which they felt then upper loom violently 

* Pfal. cxviii 22. » Afts ill. &, iv. paff. 

of its membcis; beginning now world, even of their vety enc- 
a kind of heavenly life upon nuts Thus vvcit, the divine ora- 
earth, difclauxiing all propeity, cles fulfilled, the prom.fes of 
felling all they had, and chear Chrill peiformed, and his church 
fully laying it at the apoilles iniraculoufly planted and propa- 
ftet, to be diftributed to there- gated,by that heavenly Spirit; to 
lief of their brethren | and being continue under his direi^tion to 
even in their worldly goods, as the end of the woild, maugtc all 
well as in their hearts and afiec- the oppofitions of Jews and Gas- 
tions, fo perfeiUy united, that ti/er (9). 
they became the wonder of the 

(9) Mottb, xvl. 18. 

lhaken, 
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Jnf^rtd Aaken, and their hearts infpired with fuch zea!, that neither 
nuttb /r^^threatenings nor perfecutionS) racks, tortures, or cruel deaths, 
fuaL CO lid put a flop either to their preaching, or to its miraculous 
fuccefn ‘ for fuch it really was, being ftiJl attended with fome 
frefh miracle (I), which at once confirmed the believers, and 
ftill added frefh ones to their number. 

Im the mean while the fanhedrin, which confided chiefly 
of fadducees, finding their endeavours incfFe£lual, began to 
think It high time to try lome feverer means} and to that 
Impnfon- <-nd ordered them to be (cized, and cad into a common gaol. 

before the next morning, an angel had opened the pri- 
raculaujly fon-gates to them, and bid them return to their preaching, 
releaftd which they did accordingly. By that time the council was fet 
to determine fomething cunctrning them, word was brought 
to them, that the prifont*'s were efcaped by fome miiacle ; 
there being on that morning not one of them to be met with, 
though the pnfon-gates wcie found clofely fhut. Wlnld they 
were debating about this new prodigy, the news came, that 
^befanhe-thcY were preaching as ufual at the temple. Their fears now 
dnn tn mcreafing with their furprize, they Cent for them, yet without 

greaf violence, and, Caiaphas having expodulated with them, how 

pltxtty, j.jjgy jargd tranfgrels thur command, they boldly anfwered 
for themfelves, that, finceobedience ccafed to be due to ma- 
giftiates as foon as it began to contravene that which was due 
to God, they had dndtiy followed their duty in preacnmg tb'* 
refiiri edlion of Chrid, and the remidion of fins through him, 
and giving the fame irrefragable proofs of thofe faving truths, 
which they themfelves had of them 
1 'his noble anfwer, which gave them to underfland, that 
they were not to be frighted into a bafe compliance, railed 
their indignation to fuch a degiee, that they were jufl ready 
to vent it in fome feverer manner, when Gamaliel (K), one of 
their members, a perfon of greater coolnefs, and a learned 

pharifee, 

> A£ts ill. IV. pair. & cv. ly, 

(T) Thefe miracles, we are to be healed by the apoftles ; in- 
told (i), became fo frequent and fomuch that the very fhadow of 
known by this time, that they Peter pafling by cured many of 
drew multitude'^ of people from them, who, by reafon of the 
all the neighbouring cities and throngs that followed him, could 
countries to ytru/alem, who not by any other means get ac- 
brought their fick friends, para- cefs to him. 
lytics, lunaucs, demoniacs, Cjfc. (K) This was the perfon at 


(1) el£lt V. 1$, & fij* 


whofe 
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pharlfee, ftood up, and moderated their refentment (br the 
prefent, by reminding them, that, if this council were merely Gamali- 
human, it would foon be cruflied, as many others of the like d'j 
nature, which he named, and they knew had lately been j /» 
but, if it'was of God, it was vain, as weH as impious, in them Year of 
to oppofe* it. Wherefore, concluded he, my opinion is, that Chr. 33. 
we let thefe men alone, and wait the event, left wc fhould be 
found at length to contend with an almighty power. His 
counfel was readily agreed to, and the apoilles, being called 
in, after having received a fevere correction and rebuke for 
their contumacy, were difmifled, and joyfully rejoined their 
collegues * (K). 

About the fame time the apoHlcs, at the complaint of 
fome Grecian profelytes, ordained feven deacons from among Sevendea-- 
the number of believers, to be overfeers of the miniftry in the cons ebofe* 
relief of the neceffitous membeis. We know little of five of 
them, befides their names, which the rcaader will find in 
the margin (L). But Stephen, who is mentioned at the head 

of 

• A£ls iv. vcr. 33, ad fin. 

whofe feet St. Paul had been herius, and annexed to the pro* 
brought up *( 2} ; fome add alfo vince of Syria, then under the 
Stephen JiXidi Bamahas ; he is government of Flaceus Pompo- 
sdhrmed by an antient writer to niiu ; but with this reilridion, 
have been already converted to that the revenues of that country 
Chriftianity {4) ; others pre- fliould ftill be kept within the 
tend, tliat he was not till after the limits of it. Jo/epbus tells us, 
martyrdom of Stephen. But we that Philip was of fo oppofite a 
have no certainty of any of thefe difpofition to his father or bro- 
fads, nor of feverai others that ther, that his government was 
are faid of him, concerning which mild and quiet; that he went al- 
the reader may confult Bafnage ways attended with a fmall 
in the place lall quoted. number of fervants, fome of 

(K) About this time the te* whom carried a chair after him, 
trarch Philip, the brother of which ferved him as his tribu* 

Herod, died at Julias, in the nal, to be ready to receive every 
thirty'feventh year of his reign, petition or complaint, and to do 
from the death of Herod the juftice every-where upon the ipot 
Great. He was buried in a (5). ^ 

magnificent tomb, which he had (L) Thefe were, Stephen, Phi~ 
ereded during his life ; andf, as lip. Prochorus, Nicanor, ’Timon, 
he left no heirs of his own body, Parmeuas, and Nicolas ; this laft 
his tetrarchy was refumed by TV* is there called a profelyte of Jn- 

(a) dels xxii. 3. (3) Vid. L«t. Rtv. de S. Steph, Befnag. b^. des 

Juifs, lib. iy. c, 3. ( 4 >) Recegn, t, 65, (i) 

7 . xvlii. c. 6. 


tioch. 





St. S^e- 

phcn'j de 
fence be¬ 
fore the 
fanhed) tn. 


Year of 
Cnr. 3f 


Stephen 

Jioaed. 
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of the reH:} was a mm of extraordinary fiith, learnings and 
zeal, and full of the Ho y Ghuft, who wiought fuch wonders 
amortg the people, that he gave great umbrage to the Jeivu He 
had confuted itveral of the heads of them in their tefpe^ive 
fyiiaeogucs con ci ning their notion of the perpetuit> of the 
Mofaic \avk for whhh he was accufed befoic the fanhcdiini 
H' re the high-priclt having given him leave to fptak for him- 
feh, lie begin In'* defence with an hiftorical dedudion of the 
tine worfliip of God, exdufiveof the Mofaic iites j which 
Idff, he (hewed b) authentic pioofb, weie to be d me away, 
lo in.ifcc loom fora mote fpiritual religion under the promifed 
Mcifiih. Th's fpecvh was accompanied with fuch p werful 
elotjUwiice, angelic majefly, and with fuch a fevcrc reproof 
for ihv-ir c mftant refilling the HolyGliofl, and perfccutinglhofe 
whodthvered Ins divine oracles to them, that, not being longer 
abjC to bear what they called his blafphcniv, they condemned 
him to death, and hurried him, as ws ufiial in fuch cafes, out 
of the city ; where the witnelies, who were to throw the firft 
ftones laid their iippcr-garnients at the feet of young Saul, 
then a zealous pliarifce, and enemy to Chtiftianiiy^ but lince 
' the p,eit an )flL of the gentiles j .ind having, atcoiding to 
the Mojenc lav/, laid their hands on the condemned perfon, 
overwlielmcd him with ftones, whiift he called on God to 
forgive tlicm Ins death, and on jefus to receive his departing 
foul Authors are not agreed about the exaift year ofhis 
death ; but nioft of them, after UJher, Pearfon, and others, 
place It about this time, that is, about a year after that of his 
divine Mallei. 


Ailsvi. 9, & feq. * Seevol. ill. p 131* ^ Afts 

vii. 5 8, feq. 


tioeh. The reft being alfo all 
Gteek names, fliews them to have 
been Hellenifls^ and that this new 
order was made in favour of the 
converts from them. 

Some have affirmed this lad to 
have been the author of the 
beallly Ntcolaitun{e&, thatfprung 
up m the earlicft age of the 
church (6); others have ftre- 
nuoufly vindicated him from it 


(7). We can gather nothing 
certain concerning it. Philip is 
probably the fame who converted 
ihtSamatitans (8), baptized the 
eunuch of queen Candace (9], 
and had four daughters endowed 
with the gift of prophecy (i). 
As for the other five, we know 
no more of them than what hdi 
been mentioned above. 


(6) Fptphan. bartf & not.Ceteltr, (7) Cttm. Akstarir. firo- 

mu' 1 . III. hujeb. nfederit, Augufi at* (8) Atlt vm. 5, fif fe^» 

^ 9 } Ibtd, wr,26, adfin^ (1) ibtd, XXl. 


Thi 
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The death of this glorious protomartyr was foon followed Ti^e Chn^ 
by a more grievous peifccution againft the Chriftian converts,/ww per» 
which yet the div.uc Providence turned into a means of '^xt^-ficuted. 
pagating the gofpel far and wide, by the difperfion of a great A means of 
number of them, who, after Stephen's \ch JerufaUmpropagat- 

zxid Judaa^ accurding to our Saviour^s advice, IVhenyou are*"R the go- 
perfecuted sn one city^ flee into amther «. So tliat few but 
aportles ftaid at Jerufalem, wh'Ut the reft went and preached, 
fume at Samaria^ fome at Cyprus, and others elfewhere j but 
ftill among the Jtws ; foi the time for the convcrlion of the 
gentiles was not yet come (Ad). Duiing this perfccution, 

Samaria b-iving received the gofpel I>y the preaching of Phi- ffh/ Sa- 
Up \ znd Smon Magusy who had formeily bewildered them mantans 
W’itli his forceries, being himfclf become a convert, the apo- converted* 
ftoiiciollege zi'yerujalem d&^Micd thither Pt’/cr and 'Johrty 
who, being come, impai ted the Holy (ihoft unto tiicin by 
their prayer, and impofition of hands. Simony oblcrving the 
wonderful efficacy of this laft ceremony, would have pur- 
chafed the fame pow.2r of tlie apoftlcs at a large fum; for 
which profane propofa! P«f/^rfliarply rebuked him S, and after- 
ages have branded his memory by giving tJiat new and un¬ 
heard-of fin the name of fmony. 

About the beginning of the next year, L. VitelliuSy being 
fent bv 'liherius proconful of Syria, came to ferujalem zho\xt 
the feaft of the paflover, where he was honourably received 
by the magiftrates of ^hat metropolis, in requital of which he VitcllIusV 
remitted to its inhabitants the whole duty of the fruits xhzt hindae/s to 
were fet td fale. He likcwife put all the pontifical habits, the Jews, 
which ufed to be kept in the fortrefs of Antonia under the cu- Year of 
ftody of a Roman officer, into the pofleffion of the Jewif) 35. 
high-prleft, to be thenceforth kept and difpofed of at their V/"VN-^ 
pleafure j after which, having depofed Caiaphas from the pon¬ 
tifical chair, and raifed Jonathan the fon of Annas or Ananus 

® Mattli. X. 23. Afls viii. 4, & leq. s Ibid, viii, 

14, & feq. 


(M) One of the chief infiru- 
meats of this new pcrfecation 
was the young Saul mentioned a 
litth: higher, who, obferving with 
What zeal the fanhedrin endea¬ 
voured to crufh the ' growing 
church, got a conimiflion from 
them to feize, bind, and impri- 
fon, all its members, where-ever 


he met them ; purfuant to which, 
he made a terrible havock among 
them, without regdfd to quality, 
age, or fex, till, being himfeif 
mtraculoufly converted in the 
midft of his bloody career, as he 
was going to Damafeut, he be¬ 
came as zealous a piumuter of 
it (2). 


(a) ABs viii. 9, £f 


to 
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to that dignity, lie departed for Anthcb^ bis capital >>. Soon 
after this a tumult happened at Samaria^ in whichP/Zet/^ aded 
with fuch arbitrarinefs and cruelty, that it proved a main ftep 
to his ruin. A certain impoflor had appeared there, fomc 
think the Simn lately mentioned, who perfuadcd the Samari^ 
tans, that, it they would repair to their facred mount Garix- 
%im (for fuch they held it above all mountains, as we have 
often fccn in this chapter), he would dire£l them to the facred 
vefich, which Mofes had formerly buried there. The credu¬ 
lous people came in fhoals armed to him, and encamped be¬ 
fore a village called Ttrathaba, waiting for others to join them 
there, till they could make a fufficient body to go up and take 
poficilion of the pretended holy treafure. Pilate, who had 
timely notice of it, fent a ftrongbody of horfeand foot, who 
attacked them with fuch fury, that they killed a great num¬ 
ber of thofe deluded wretches, took many of them prifoners, 
and difperfed the reft, after which he ordered thofe of the beft 
rank and quality to be behcaleJ without mercy or delay. The 
Samaritans had immediately recourfe to f^itellius, and com¬ 
plained of the maflacre done among them, aifuring him at the 
fame time, that their aflembling m aims was not with a ledi- 
tious view, but to fecure thcmfclves from the intolerable op- 
prelfions of the Jcwijh goveinor, FitelUus, who Was well ac¬ 
quainted with his cruel and rapacious chaiader, upon this com¬ 
plaint, difpatched his friend Afarcelius to take the governmeSit 
of "Judaa upon liim, and fent orders to Pilate to repair imme¬ 
diately to Rome, there to anfwer the Samaritans accufatioii 
before CafuPs tribunal. Pilate was forced to obeyi but, being 
detained by contrary winds, Tibet lus was dead before he could 
reach Rome, This depoAtion, which was but the forerunner 
of much greater evils to that cruel oppreilor, happened in the 
tenth year ot his tyrannic government * (N). 

During 

Conf. Joseph, antiq. I. xv. 14. & xviii. 6. Antiq. 

ibid. c. 5. 

(N) The a£ts of Pilate have fathers ( 3), and have been aa 
made fo much noife among the ftrenuoufly oppofed or defended 
learned, that it will doubtlefs be by learned moderns (4). Icfeenss 
expefted we feould give our Eng- indeed very probable, that every 
Itflf readers feme idea of them, governor of a province of the 
iince they are fe confidently quo- Roman empire was obliged to 
ted by a great number of antient fend an account, at leaft, of the 

(3} De hit wi Matt, afol. ii. Tertut, apel. v. Eufeh. eecl. btfi, I. li. 

r. 2. OnJ. I vn. t. 4. Cbtjffi. Eptpban. bar, 50. pre^, Turoti fif ah mult, 
(4) P'jJ. lilt. at. Cafaubta, tnemU l6, Baron, onnal. Fabric, apocrypL N. T, 
^ al, ab toettat, 

moll 



Durikc tbei« tranfa^Ht in Jud^tay Hirsd had been car* 


rytng on bis untucee&ftH war 

f 

mod material tranfa^ns that 
Jiappened in his time: and, if fo, 
the crucifixion of a perfon of the 
Mefliah's charaAer, through the 
tumultuous malice of the yewt, 
and contrary to Pilate's own in¬ 
clination, was of too fknal a na¬ 
ture not to be tranimitted to 
Pome by him, though but to dif- 
culpate himfelf of that unjud 
deed, and to throw all the odium 
or It on the fanhedrin. 

It is true, thofe afls that have 
been tranfinitted to us vary in 
many particulars, according to 
the ieveral hands they have paired 
through i and Tome of them 
carry fuch a face of forgery, 
that they cannot be reafonably 
fuppoied tho fame with thoie 
which thofe antient writers fpeak 
fi^pofitively o^ and have given 
us fuch feemingly authentic frag¬ 
ments of. So that to conclude 
them all to, be forged by fame 
pious zealots, is to carry feepti- 
cifm beyond its due bounds. For 
who can think, that men of fuch 
ienfe, learning, and integrity, as 
the apologias were, ihould dare 
to appeal to thofe records in fa¬ 
vour of the periecuted Chndians, 
which, if once found to be forged, 
muft have done their caufe the 
greateft prejudice t How could 
th^ fpeak of them, not only as 
of thines oimmonly known and 
ndkoowleged, but with the fame 
confidence, and feeming exaflnefs, 
If iP they had feen them, con- 
mlted, and copied them out of 
their archives ? Is it not more 
reafimable to believe, that there 


a^nu Arttaty of which ws 

have 

were luch records, tho*gr!evoafly 
blended and corrupted in thofe 
after-ages, which, through the 
bafenefs of arch-heretics, and the 
blind zeal of others, produced 
fuch numbers of other apocry¬ 
phal writings ? Eufebius tells us, 
that even the pagans did, in the 
beginning of the fourth century, 
trump up a new account of the 
aHa Pilati {^), doubtlefi to op< 
pofe to thofe cited by yujlta and 
Tertullian in the foregoing one. 
Another mongrel ie£l,called^^- 
tuorJecimam, had likewiie a let 
of them quite different from the 
reft, and from which, Epiptuadus 
tells us (6), they defended ibme 
of their tenets. And where is 
the wonder, that records of fuch 
an important nature Ihould be cor¬ 
rupted and altered, by defigtsing 
men, fo long after ? Is it not ra¬ 
ther a greater one, that thoie of 
the two apologifts above-men¬ 
tioned, who wrote as if they had 
the authentic copies of the true 
ones before their eyes, Chould 
have beenpreferved to us? We 
fhall now give our readers the 
fubftance of what relates to our 
Saviour in as few words as wc 
can. 

Pilate to Ttberiuif S:c. 

** I have been forced to con- 
lent at length to the crucifixion 
of Jefus Chrift, to prevent a 
tumult from the Jews ; tho* 
it was very much againft xny 
will. For the world never 
faw, nor probably wilt, a man 
of fuch extraordinary piety 
and uprightnefs. BuUhehigh- 
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£z6 She ef, the Jews? Srifc 

hm already fpoken; and ftbtrius^ ticgted at the fuccefa of the 
latter, had fent exprefa orders to VhiUMS to invade his coun* 
try, and either to take him prifonec, or fend his head to 
Rome. Vitellmy in his march into Jrahia^ deiigned to have 
paiTed through Judaa ; but wa§ happily^divertcd from it by 
VitclHus the Jtwijh heads, on account of the Roman ftandards. Upon 
ex^Herodthis condefcenfion Herod and he came to Jerufalemy where 
€ome to they were highly honoured, and oiFered the ufual facrifices, and 

Jcrufe- removed "Jonathan from the prieftbood, to give it to his bro- 
lem. 

** prieft and ranhedrinfaliilled in might make him the more dili- 
it the oracles of their prophets, gent in fending fuch a favourable 
and of ourfibyls. Whilft he relation of the tranfa^ion, as 
hung on the crofs, an horrid might belt prejudice that caprici- 
darknefs, which covered the ous emperor in his favour. Some 
earth, feemed to threaten its apocryphal writings tell us, that 
total end. His difciples, who be was forced to do it in his juf> 
pretend to have feen him rile tifeation ; and that 97^er;«j,wha 
from the dead, and afeend had long lingered under a decay, 
into heaven, and acknowlege which eluded the Ikill of his phy> 
him for their Goo {7), ftill ficians, had been adviicd to lend 
fublilt ; and, by their excel- for Jefus from Jud€ea, to cure 
lent lives, Ihew themfelves him by his miracilous power, 
the worthy difciples of fo ex* They add, that, when he received 
traordinary a Mailer. I did this account from Pilate^ he n^t 
what I could to fave him from only highly refented it from him, 
the malice of the ^ew/; but but much more from the Jtwiflt 
the fear of a total infurreflion fanhedrin, whofe court he ordered 
made me facrifice him to the the former todemolilh, that be- 
interell and peace of your em> ing the only place where they 
pire,*' dsfr. were allowed to At in council,that 

There is nothing in all this they might never more pronounce 
that can appear inconfiAent with another fentence from it. But 
the character of fuch a governor this Aory we would be &r from 
as P//a/e was, if we except his putting on the level with the 
faying there, that ChriA’s death aAsofP«/a^r in point of evidence, 
had been foretold by the prophets As for that praetor, there is no 
and Abyls ; but Jofepb of Art' record what became of himarfier 
matbeut when he went to beg his his being fent to Rome. Only as 
body, might in all likelihood in* antient tradition, fupported by 
form him of tl^ one^^ and the Ibme feemtng authentic monu* 
other he might eit..er know, or mrots, fays, that he was haniflied 
•be told by fome of his own peo* to Vieme in where his 

pie. As for the reA* the A»r he mifery forced him to k^ himlelf 
•was in of being called to an ac* with his own fwoid. 
cooat for his unjuA fentence 

( 7 ) '’feriktikn art tafy m Ttrnd, (d E«Jeb' 
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C XI. Hiftofy of the JtwsS 

tter TbiophilusK Here they received the news of Tihgrtti^s ^ 
death, and of the tnftaHation of the emperor of which Tibertoi 
a fuller account (hall be given in its proper place: and 
ftaid to receive the oath of fidelity from the people to the’ new v Caiui, 
emperor. Jerufalm was the firn eaflcrn city, it feeros, tbit 
heard the news of his fucceflioii, and offered up facrtfices for 
him ^ ^ this time, Artabanes having fucceeded Aretes in 
Arabia^ Vttellius went and made an alliance with him near the 
Euphrates^ where Herod gave them a magnificent entertain* 
ment under a fiately pavilion, which he had reared for that 
purpofe near the banks of that river. Tht Roman general lent 
immediately an account of this tranfadion to the emperor, 
and was furprifed to find by his anfwer, that Herod had been 
beforehand with him, and had acquainted him with all the 
particulars of it; for which he bore him a mortal grudge ever 
after ®. 

All this while the Chriftian church increafed to a furprl* 
fing degree, not only in Judaoy but in all other parts of ihe James 
world} to which the apoftles themfeives, after having Xthbijbopof 
James the Lefs bifhop of that of Jerufalem (O), difperfed Jerufa- 

them* lem. 

* Antiq. ibid. c. 8. Vid. & Dio. I. lix. * Vid. Philo. 

^egat. ad Caiam. ^ Joseph. & Dio, ubi fupra. 


(O) When this choice or in* 
llallation was made, whether 
immediat^y after the de- 
feent of the Holy Ghoft, or 
after the death of the protO' 
martyr, or in any intermediate 
fpace between, is not eafy to 
guefs ; and that he was made bi- 
ihop of Jerujalefitf and that this 
metropolis was made the firft 
Chri^an fee, we havp not from 
any (acred writers, but from the 
fathers (8),andantient tradition; 
and both add, that he wore a 
^ goMen plate on his forehead, pro* 
Jbitldy in imitation of the J^iJh 
-b^h-prieft (9). It is fop^fed, 
lhat bqth St. Pfren, and tjietwo 
font of Zebedee, gaye him the 
prefiyence of being the firft bi< 


fhop, on account of his being (b 
nearly related to Chrift. For he 
was the Ion of CUophas or Al^ 
pbeusf the brother of the blef^ 
fed Virgin, from whom be was 
therefore bis foil coufin, and 
hence called his brother, accord* 
ing to the Hebrew cuflom (i). 

This his preference is further 
confirmed by his being mentioned 
by the apoille before Peter and 
Jobfi, who are there called the 
two other pillars of the church 

(2) ; and facially by his fitting 
as prefident at tho^rft councilac 
Jern/a/em, when the queflion 
about the circiimcifion of the hea¬ 
then .ppttverts was condemned 

(3) . Poe thpre Peter having 
opened foe i^oifit to theaffombly. 


(8) Clem, jUtxardr, Hegtjlf- op, 
29. (9) XV fw«fU 

i. 19. Jeppb, antif, i, xa. e, 8. 
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themfelves, either about or foon after this time. It is but of 
our province) not only to follow them out of f udaa^ but 
even to enter into many tranfa^iops of theirs within it, which 
have no concern with the 'JeiviJh hiftory we are upon. Sudi 


and Paul and Barnahas related 
the main particular of their con- 
verAon, 'James ftood up, and 
fummed up the whole debate ; 
and, having delivered his own 
opinion, and backed it with Scri¬ 
pture authority, he gave the de- 
Anitive fentence, which was af- 
fented to by the reft (3). 

The fathers above-mentioned 
fpeak very much of his great 
fandlity, mortiAed life, miracles, 
^c. for which he was furnamed, 
by Jevjs as well, as Chriftians, 
*Ihe Juft. I’hey add, that he 
had alio that of Obliah or Oph- 
Uah given him, which Agnifies 
the fortrefs of Go n ; and that he 
was even allowed to enter into 
that part of the temple which 
was only permitted to the priefts, 
though he was not of that order, 
and that the people crouded 
about him, to kifs the hem of his 
garment (5). 

Baronins quotes a ftory out of 
the *ralmud (6), That a Je^t 
named Eleazar^ having been bit 
by a venomous ferpent, James 
‘was lent for to cure him in the 
name of Jefus the fon of the car¬ 
penter, which was ftrenuoufly 
oppoied by a JewtJb rabln there 
■ prefent; and that, whilft they 
were debating about the lawful- 
nefs of the ctee, the venom grew 
to fuch an head, that the patient 
died; upon which the-fliln^hed 
rabbi congratulatedhim fordying 
, without breakingthc fulcsOf the 
. JenutJb do^rs, 

Someapocryphaivnltingswere 
atrribqted to . 


condemned by the church, which 
receives none but the epiftle that 
bears his name, and which h^ is 
fuppofed to have written a little 
before his death, which happened 
about the year of Chrift 62; 
when, his great fanftity having 
rendered him obnoxious to Ana^ 
nus the fon of Annas the high- 
prieft mentioned in the gofpel, 
he drew him into the following 
fnare. He fent for him to de¬ 
clare to the miftaken people 
what they ought to think of Je¬ 
fus, concerning whom they had, 
he pretended, conceived fome 
wrong notion. For the better 
conveniency of his being heard, 
he was placed in foihe gallery, 
or high balcony of the temple, 
where the people from below in--, 
quired of him concerning thecru- 
ciAed Jefus; to which the good 
old bifliop anfwered. That Jefus. 
whom you cruciAed, Ats now at 
the right hand of God. 

As the populace below were 
of the Jenuift) leaven, the priefts 
and phariiees, that headed them, 
expelled them to have broken 
out into invedUves and blafphe- 
mies, inftead of which they all 
broke out into hofannalu to him; 
upon, which the chiefs cried out, 
alluding to his furname, 
is alfo in the deluAon, a^d ordered 
him to be thrown headlbngdown. 

not having niade, an end 
of him, they overwhelmed him 
withftones, whilft'he preyed to 
God for them, far Which pnejbf 
them came and fendcl^^ his 
brains out with a chib Jy}. ‘ 


(4) Afft XV. 13, & ftf- Lrjlef-s fiatei. (|) Hitrm. in 

^elet, i. (fi) 4 onal, an. 63. (7; F.ujebt ubi /upra, /, iU e. sj. 
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C XI. The H^ory of the Jews. 

»8 thdf councils hel<l at Jerufalem, their converts, miracles, 
ordination of biihops, and many more of that kind $ which 
regarding only the firft propagation and planting of the Cbrt- 
fiian church, we (hail refer our readers for them to thofe 
Ohriftian annali(b,< hiftorians, and other authors, who have 
written on the fubjeA, and which aro too numerous, and too 
well known to need being mentioned in the notes. 

That we may therefore refume and finifli our hiftor}' 
without any further digreilion, we (ball conclude what relates 
to the Chriftian church with the miraculous converHon of 
'Corneliui the Romm centurion, the firll-fruits of that of the 
gentile world j becaufe it is there that we formerly fixed the 
final departure of tiie poor remains of the Jewifu feeptre or 
power". We there obferved, after the learned Mr. Mede, 
that the words of facob might, and, by the event, ought to 
be read. The feeptre Jhall not depart^ &t. ////Shiloh come^ and 
to him the nations be gathered ; which could not therefore be 
totally removed, till this promifed converfion of the gentiles 
was in fome meafure accomplilhed. It had indeed begun to 
dwindle long before, but there were ftill fome remains left; 
they were ftill governed by their own laws; their fanhedrin 
had ilill a great power, even of life and death, as weobferved 
in the cafe of St. StepJun. But from this time it was fu cur¬ 
tailed an*d reduced, that no footftep was to be fecn of it, 
even before the laft fiege of JerufaUm-t which was to give 
^ the finilhing ftroke to that and feveral noble prophecies; and, 
as this converfion of the Roman centurion was to uiher in a 
new and finguiar epoch, it is no wonder it was accompanied 
with fudh remarkable and miraculous circumfiances (P). 

We 

« See before, vol. iii. p. 317, & feq. & not. 


(P) Of this fort were the ex- 
traordinary piety and charity of 
that new profelyte, and the vifion 
that appeared to him, and direAed 
him where to fend for Peter, 
who was to preach Chrift to him; 
the furprifing vifion which that 
apofUe had about the lame time; 
the explanation and the command 
■which he received from the Spi* 
litj the great readinefs with which 
Comeiiutt and his company, re- 
edved the word preached; and 
their:beiflg emiow^ with the ex. 
traordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft, even Mfore their baptifm. 


All which are fo well known, 
that we lhall not dwell longer 
upon them ; but only obferre, 
that there was a farther necefllty 
of fome fuch extraordinary and 
miraculous circumllauces to de¬ 
termine Peter, and fatisfy the rell 
of the apolUes, Md con¬ 

verts 5 fince .ic plainly appears, 
that, notwithttanding Chrift's re¬ 
peated commifiion to them to 
ednveft all nations, yet they fo 
little dreamt of the heathen being 
to be brought into this fold, that 
the former would never havegone 
to proielyt^ this or any other hea- 
S f 3 then, 
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We return now to the Jmr, who^ foon after the death of 
Marallas Tibirius^ received a new governor from Rom, named Marul- 
lus, inftead of Pontius PilaU, or rather of MarctUuiy to 
Pilate i» whom the care of yudaa had been committed after hbdepo- 
Judxa. fition. At the fame time Cains Caligula gave his old friend 
Agrippa, the fon of Ariflobulus, and grand fon of Herod the 
Agrippa Great, of whom we have formerly fpoken 0, the tetrarchyof 
promoted his late uncle Philip, and added to it that of Abylcne in Syria, 
hy Caias. which had formerly belonged to Lyfanias, Agrippa, whom 
St. Luke calls by the common name of Herod p, had been 
brought up at Rome with Drufus the fon of Tiberius ; and, by 
his extreme generofity, or rather profufenefs, had gained him- 
felf many friends at court; but they were of the courtly 
mould. For after Drufus*s death, the emperor having removed 
all the friends of that young prince from him, left they fhould 
Hit former revive the memory of his fon, Agrippa found himfelf reduced 
poor coadh jq the greatcft extremities, indebted over head and ears, peny- 
ttott. and almoft friendlefs. In this condition he came into 

Judaa, and fhut himfelf up in a caftle in Idumea, refblving 
through fhame, vexation, and mifery, to ftarve himfelf to 
d^th- His wife Cyprus, the daughter of Phafael, did what 
(he could to ailift him ; wrote to his lifter in his behalf ; and 
thefe two furniflied him with fomc prefent fubfiftence, but ail 
. too little for a prince of his extravagant temper. To this//<?- 
rod, Herodias*% hulband,added fome further favours, made him 
a magiftrate of Tiberias, and aiTifted him with fome fmall fums.*' 
But this kindnefs was foon at an end j and, Herod having one 
day upbraided him with it at fome banquet, Agrippa, who 
could not brook the aftiront, retired to Flaccus governor of 
Syria, where he had not ftaid long before he difobiiged himi 
and was forced to retire again into Italy. After many other 
rubs and misfortunes, which the reader may feen in yojephus % 
he was at length, through the ill ofBces of one of his fr^ed- 
men, thrown into prifon, and loaded with chains, by 77 be^ 
rius. He continued in this miTerablecondition till that prince’s 
death, when Caius, with whom he had formerly contracted 
an intimate friendlhip, fent for him from his prifon to his 

« See before, pag. 443. (N). t A£bxii. i,dEfeq. 

< Antiq. 1 . xvqj. c. 7. 
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then, nor the reft have been pa> entrahee was to be thereby opened 
cilied for his fo doing, if theft to the reft of the gentile world 
remarkable 0(^]imenCe» had not (8). 
rttrainded them, that happy 

(8} Do bee mJ, Aft* Z. & jd. peff. gf abb, 
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awn pajace» arrayed him in purple, escchanged bis iron chtin lUi/td 
for one of gold of the, fame weight, put a di^em on his head,/rM» bis 
and gave him the two tetrarchies above-mentioned, with the intprifyn* 
title of Icing. Jgrippa did not, however, come immediately «««' 
into bis new dominions j but continued about a vear longer at h 
Rome with the new emperor. ^ He oh*aincd at length leave of 
him to come and vifit his JswtJb territories, and to fet things 
in the heft order, and took Bgypt in his way. He embarked thrift 41. 
at Puteoli at the end of Ju^y^ and came a few da)s after in 
light of Alexandria. The magnificence of his entry into thatyj^l^jj^ 
city, though he chofe to make it in the night, to avoid its'' ^ 
being too much obferved, drew the envy of the Alexandrians^ 
who could not behold this new upftarC Jewijh king in fuch 
fplendor, without offering fevcral indignities to him, though at Affronted 
a diftance j and Flacsus their governor, who was no lover of at Alex- 
the Jelvs, not only winked at it, but beheld it with a fecret andria. 
pleafure. He was likewife there informed of the indirect 


means which Flaccus had taken to render the Jewifl) nation 
odious to the emperor. Ail which made him willing to leave 
the place as foon as poflibie. I'hc great opprelHons, pcrfecu- jews per- 
tions, and honid butcheries, which the Alexandrian yews fecutedat 
fuffered from this bafe governor, for refufing to worfhip the Alexan- 
Dew<*made emperor, and his behaviour to the embafladors, dria« 
fent to hfm to reprefent their loyalty in all other cafes that 
were confident with their law, are out of our province} the 
•reader may fee a full account of it in Philo above* mentioned *■; 
and we fhall fee by-and-by, that thofe of Judaa were like to 
have fuffered as much from him, though they had fuch a pow¬ 
erful advocate as king Agrippa to intercede for them, had not 
Caiush death put an happy period to his impious projedl of 
being acknowleged as a deity. 

Whilst thefe horrid cruelties were adling at Alexandria^ 

Agrippa^ who had left that city to get into his new kingdom, 
took care to acquaint the emperor with them, who difpatched 
Baffus immediately to feize that bloody governor, and bring 
him to Rome^ where he was dripped of ail his*riches, baniihed FlaccusV 
into an ifland of the Archipelago^ and at length put to death eruelties 
there. pmijbed. 


In the mean time Herod Antipas, vp-bo had .^riticrly treated Herod 
Aprippa with fuch contempt, could not now b^old his glory, i^ntipasV 
and his being in fuch favour with Caligula^ wit^ut the deeped 
envy. His wife, an heughty woman, could not brook, that 
he mould be contented with the bare title of tetrarch, whilft 
her brother was now raifed to that of a king ; and did nbc 1 
ceafe teizing him, till flie made him take a journey to Rome, 


* In Flaccun. 
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and tmy to the fame title ftom the empefor< She even accont-^ 
againf! panicd him thither, in hopes that iter prefence would greatly 
Agrippa. influence that monarch j but jimppa^ who was timely ac¬ 
quainted with their ambitious deftgns, had taken care to fend 
Aceuftd to thither one of his freedmen, named Fortunatusy to accufe He- 
Cams. rod of having had an hand in Sejanus*$ late confpiracy, and, as 
a proof of it, to mention the arfenals which he had filled with 
arms fiiificient to furnifh feventy thoufand men. As foon 
therefore as Herod was entered into the prefence of, and had 
paid his refpe^s to, the emperor, Fortunatus prefented him 
with Agrippah letter. Caius^ having read it, afked Herod 
whether he had really fuch a great referve of arms. He was 
forced to confefs it} upon which he was ftripped of bis te- 
Fanijhed. trarchy, and fent into banifliment to Liom in France, Caius 
underftanding, however, that Herodias was Agrippa'^ fiftcr, he 
offered to pardon he'r, and to procure her the payment of all 
the fums flic had lent her brother ; but file refufed his genero- 
fity, and, fince flic had been the caufc of her hufband’s dif- 
grace, (he chofe to accompany him, and to lhare the fame fate 
with him (QJ j upon which Caius gave both his tctrarchy, and 
all his treafiire, to Agnppa^ after Herod had enjoyed the for¬ 
mer forty-three years*. 

Im the mean time Caius, having taken it into his head to 
A nem caufg j,is ftatue to be fet up in the very fan^uary of the tem- 
, pie, fent orders to Petronius, then governor of Syria, to feq 
t&e ** executed, and to have a number of troops ready to prevent 
lews obftruftion from the Jews. Petronius, who knew the 

^ Vear of thefe, as well as the impetuofity of his mafler, could 

Chr. 39. about fuch a command without fome dread ; and, to 

g***' teft ftatuaries and materials fiom di* 

Cams’/ ftant parts, whilfl he gathered his army into the neighbourhood 
fiatue or- of Ptolemis, This laft a£lion having alarmed the nation, he 
was forced to tell them the orders he had received j upon 
reared in which he was addreffed by all the heads of the Jews, who in 
the temple, 

t Antiq. lib. xviii. c. 9. Vid. & Dio, lib. lix. Piuio, obi 
fopra. 

(Q) tells us elfewhere, came to this laft place, 

that he was tenifhed into Spain and made fome ftay in it. This 
(9), and that ne died there; fo was the Herod to whom Chrift 
that he muft either i ave fled thi- was brought before his death, and 
ther afterwards, or, which is ufed with fuch octraorditiary con- 
more likely, he was lent thither tempt (i). 
from Uonu when Cam and 

(9I Jod. /.ii. r. » 6 . (i) . 7, /<y. 

6 the 
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the humbled manner aifuned him, that the}r would (boaliker ha* T&t}cw 9 
zard the lofs of all that was dear to them, even their lives, meei 7 fi #/• 
than fufFer their temple to be thus profaned. The governor it. 
drove to bring them into a eompliance, by reminding them 
of the danger of their oppofing, or of his not obeying, the 
emperor’s command, and that their reiiifance would be inter¬ 
preted as a downright rebellion. They anfwered him, that 
the prayers and facrifices they offered daily for the emperor 
were a fufficient token of their loyalty. However, added they, 
we are fo far from defigning to rife in arms upon this occaffon, 
that we will fufFor ourfelves to be, butchered m the mod cruel 
manner; and this will be all the rcfidancc you will meet from 
us, if you go on with your deffgn. 

Soon after this, Arijluhiilus the brother of Agrippa, ac- Ariflobu- 
companjed with fome of the royal family^ came to Petrenius^ 1 “* 
and begged that they might have leave to try to mollify the 
emperor by an embalTy, and that he would fecond it with 
letter to that monarch in their behalf. Petronius at length 
confented to write to the emperor, but forbad them to fend any 
embafly, or let their reludlance be fo much as furpedled at the 
Roman court. He wrote accordingly to the emperor, that he 
had met with difficulties in the execution of his orders, thro’ Petronius 
want of prppcr hands ; and that the datue, which he defigned exatfis hit 
fhould be a maderptcce of its kind, was not yet reared, becaufe tltiay. 
he feared led the taking fo many men from their other labours, 
ihould bring a fcarcity on the land, and lower the tribute; with 
fuch other reafons, which, indead of appeafing, greatly exafpe- 
rated the jeriTperor. He was jud reading the letter, and in the 
height of his refentnient, when king who was thenAgripp^t 

at Rotnty came into his prefence. He was greatly furprifed to addrrjfis 
fee fuch a mixture of paffions in his looks and gedures, and the mpe~ 
began to fear he had either offended, or been in fome way w 
mifreprefented to him ; when Caius, who cafily obferved his 
diforder, broke the fccret to him in words to this efFedl: Your J^'vs. 
'JewiJh fubjeids are drange creatures, to refufe to acknowlege 
me for a god, and to provoke my refentment againd them ; 

I had commanded the datue of Jupiter to be fet up in their CaiusVre¬ 
temple, and they have, it feems, oppofed it, and raifed a kind^^^/^^ 
of univerfal infurre^lion. 

At thefe words AgrippUy like one thnndesftruck, after 
having in vain tried to keep himfelf up, fell into a fwoon, and 
was carried olF into his own palace, where he continued in 
that condition till the third day, when, having taken a little AgrippaV 
fudenance, he fet himfelf about writing to the emperor i\Mip^ettc 
letter which the reader may fee at length in Jofephus *,and the 

him. 

* Antiq. lib. xviii. cap, 11. Vide tt lrg;at. ad Caium. 

• fubdance 
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fubftanee of it in the note (R). Ca/us, inde^ of being moved 
at the king*) concern, was rather the more exafperated againft 
the jfiwSf and againft him, for his concern for fueh an ungrate¬ 
ful race, as he called them, whom all hh favours could not 
work into a compliance to his will. However, he began to 
relent, when he read the letter ; and Agrippa^ who drew a 
itrnta- good omen even from his not anfwering it, took the liberty 
gm to oh~ to invite him to a fumptuous entertainment, which Caius^ 
tain bis who really loved him, eafily accepted. Here the Jewijh king, 
having well warmed his gueft with wine, began to extol the 
great and fignal favours he had heaped upon him ; and, by his 
large encomiums, and expredions of gratitude, found means 
to get a freih promife of whatever he fhould afk. To this 

(R) He began with jaftifying ibr Kim : That, as to the temple 
the love he had exprdilfed for his of that metropolis, it had bren 
own country in their laft inter- highly reverenced by Augu^us^ 
view, and to which he was *Tthertusy and many others of his 
bound, not only by the law of anceAors, for whofe memory he 
nature, but even by thofe of his profeiTed a fingular honour, and 
own religion, he being defeended whole pious conduA, he hoped, 
from a race of fuch noble ance- he would imitate upon this occa- 
Rors, as had, during a long fe- fion: That, as to himfelf, the 
ries of fuccei&ons, enjoyed the re- greateA favours he „had heaped 
gal and pontifical dignity ; for fo upon him would only increafe his 
he really was by his grandmother unhappinefs, if he did not think 
Mariamnty the beloved wife of fit to grant him this laA: That 
Herod the Great, who was of the it was impofiible for him to out- 
race of the Afmonean princes, as live the profanation of that Cicrcx] 
we have often hinted in Ibme for- place, and the dilgrace and ruin 
mer leAions. of his nation. 

He went on with acquainting He concluded with reminding 
him, that he chofe to intercede him, that he Aiould be juAly 
for his own nation in writing, ra- eAeemed a traitor to both, if he 
ther than by word of mouth, as fhould be wanting in ufibng his 
he thought it the moA rerpeAful utmoA intereA at this jundture; 
way of the two i and that the and that the world would not fail 
many fignal favours he had re- to think him difcardedofhis im> 
ceived from him, gave him perial favour, if he did not fuc- 
grounds to hope, that he Atould ceed in a petition of this nature, 
now obtain a fevour, which would This long and pathetic letter was 
coA him notlhng, but would be immediately fealed, and fent to 
eAeemed by the Jews as the the emperor sand waited 
gi^teA he could befbwon them: with the utmoA impatience for 
That Jsrufalem could not but be an anfwer, bat in vain i Cmsts, 
thought worthy of his remd, though mollified by it, not vonch- 
fince it was the firA city of the fafing totake the leaA notice of 
eaA which had proclaimed him it to him. 
emperor, and of&red up facrihees 
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Jgrtppa anfwered, Since tt.i» your pleafure to add this turn fa¬ 
vour to all the refty 1 will beg for fucb an one aa will at once 
bean ir^agable proof of your goodnefs to tncy and draw a 
plenty of heavenly bleffings upon your head; and that is, that 
you will lay afide your.refoltttioa of fetting up the ifatue in 
the temple of yeruJaUm. This petition, which fliewed not 
only the greateft difintereftednefs, but alfo the moft unfeigned 
love for bis country and religion, even at the hazard of his life, 
had fucb an efFed on that emperor, that be wrote immediately 
to his governor, that, if his ilatue was not already fet up, he 
fhould forbear doing it; adding, that he had altered his def^n CaiusV 
out of friendlliip to yfgrippa. However, the lightnefs of his orders 
temper foon made him repent of his compiaifance to him j fo r»»w/rr- 
that he defigned to have made a fecond attempt, unknown to 
him. At the fame time his refentment againft Pitronius being 
kindled afreib, he fent him an order to difpatch himfelf j but 
Caius was aflafEnated time enough to prevent either mifehief 
taking effedl “ (S). , ^ 

Jgrippa, who was ftill at Rme, did not a little contribute AgjrippaV 
to thefucceflion of Claudius (T); in conhderation of which,this 
laft confirmed to him ail Caligula*s grants, gave him yudata^ 

"^Antiq. ubi fapra. Svston. in Caligul. 

(S) Daring this interval, be- this eleflion between the newem- 
fides the raging perfecution in peror and the fenate, is not mneh 
Alexandria^ there happened feme to his honour, and was more be- 
ochers in other places, and upon coming a confummate courtier 
other accodnts, particularly in than a king (3}, as we fhall fee 
Mefopotamia and Babylon. But in the Roman hiftory. Bat the 
we choofe to refer our readers for wonder will ceafe, when we re- 
them to Jofiphus (z), rather than member,that he had been brought 
fwell this hillory with things that up at that court, bad fpent moft 
happened out of Palafiino. of his life there, and that the va- 

It will be fufficient to obftrve rious viciffitudes his fortune had 
here, that, as the Jews in other formerly led him through, would 
parts withftbod the preaching of not fufter him to be over-nice at 
cbegorpehwhere-evertheapoftles fuch a junfture, when his kilig- 
and primitive converts brought dom and all depended upon his 
it, and with the fame vehemence fccuring the friendihip of the next 
astbofoofPa//^/i>/,theyfoldom, fucceflbr. In othAk things he 
if ever, foiled lharing in their jpu- really a^d in a quite ditterent 
niihmtnt.. ebara^r, as the foqacl will 

.\T) It mufi be owned, that ihew. . 
the {fort 'which Agrippa aJfled in 

(2} Antif, nbi ftprOi e$ la, per site (\) Pfdt (S 

fupra tkjou 
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CIattdius*i Samariaf and the (buthern patts of Idumea^ entered into a 
fritudjhip foiemn alliance with him* af^ made feveral edi^s in. favour 
i« bfm. of the At hts reotieA:, <he gave likewife the kingdom 

of Chalcis to his brother Hered^ who was alfo his fon-in-law ; 
Jgrippa had the honours of .the confulfliip, and Hered thofe 
of the prattorfhip, conferred upon them ; both were intitied 
to enter into the fenate, and to pay their compliments to the 
f emperor in Gr^ek^ which was ufually done in Latin All 
thefe grants were engraven on copper, and fet up in the cam* 
tol; thus was Jlgrippa raifed to the height of glory, his 
territories extending to the fartheft limits of his grandfather 
Herod the Greats and his power and credit with the fenat* 
being much greater than bis, when at the higheft pitch. 

He returned foon after into his kingdom, where he (hewed 
a more extraordina^ attachment to the JetuiJh religion, than 
any of his predecduors, and began with the foiemn perform¬ 
ance of the vow of Nazareat * j after which he caufed the 
golden chain, which Caius had given him, to be hung up in 
one of the moft confpicuous parts of the temple, to be a mo¬ 
nument to pofterity of the inflability of human affairs. He 
depofed *Theopbilui from the high-priefthood, and gave it to 
Simon Cantharas the fon of Boethus, He divefted him of it 
foon after, to beftow it on Jonathan the fon of Annas, who 
had already enjoyed it after Caiaphas ; but he modeftiy re- 
fufed it, telling the king, that he thought himfelf fuffictently 
honoured to have once enjoyed that dignity ; upon which* k 
was given to his brother Matthias r. 

Agrippa was not only a zealous obferver of the Jewijh re¬ 
ligion, but he was likewife an excellent prince, dfelighting in 
a&of generofity and clemency (U). . He had been at an 
immenfe charge in building, beautifying, and fortifying, a 
new quarter on the north fide of the city, which he oalled 
Year of Bezetha, or the new city, and in procuring the emperor’s 
Chrift 43. leave to furround it with a ftrong wall, which if he had ob- 
tained, would have rendered that metropolis impregnable. 
But Fivias Mar/us, who had this year fucceeded Peirmut In 
the government of Syria, reprefen ted the danger of fush a 
defign, which had already been carried on to (bote fprward- 
nefs, in fuch lively colours, that Claudius immtdiateiy feat 
him an order to defi^. ' . 

Upon 

w Antiq. I. xix. c, 3* & 4. Bell-Jud. I.ii. c. 1$. Bio, lib. 
lx. . * Be hoe yi 4 .:vol. ill. p. 68, & feq. < ^ Andq. 
obifopra, c. c, 6, 7. 

' * ' .Ik* 

(U) So eonfiderable was he, hours, that, in one of his pro- 
andetteemed all his neigh- greffes to hehadnofcfe 

than 


Agrippa 
tomes to 
Judxa. 


tits eha^ 
raster. 
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Upon his return to J^ruJalmy be depofed the 

fon ^ Annas' from the high-f>iieiHiood^ and gave that dignity 
to ’ElhHaus the fon of Cithaut \ and, as he was verj; fond of 
pleating the JtwiJh nation, he be^n to perfecute the Chriftians, 
who till then fecm to have been very quxt at Jirufalem ever 
finco St. Paurs convertion. The firft<who fell a vidlim BtheaJs 
to his popular steal, was Jamfs furnamed Boanerges , James the 
whom he caufed to be beheaded (W). The pleafure which 
this adtion gave to the Jewsy encouraged him to imprifon ^ 
Peter alfo, with a delign to cut him oiF immediate!/ 
after the feati, which was that of the patibver, and fell on 
that year on the firft of Aprily in the forty-fourth year after 
Chrift. Peter was therefore ftrongly guarded, having four 
quaternions of foldiers at his prifon-door, and being faftened 
hands and feet with chains to his dungeon j Whilti: prayers were 
put up for him by all the Chritiians in and about Jertifaleniy 
and obtained him a mirstculous deliverance. For, on the very p^ter 
night before his detigned martyrdom, an angel came and raculoujly 
awaked him out of a found deep, knocked off his fetters, delivered. 


than live kings, who came to 
compliment him there. I'hefe 
were Antiochm king of Comagtne, 
Snmjigeran king of Emefa^ Cotis 
ktng of Le^er Armeniay Polemon 
king of Fonttts, and //fr»i/king 
of Chalcis. This meeting, how¬ 
ever, ga\'e Marfui fueb a Jealoaiy, 
that he came thither himfelf; 
and, though Agrifpa compli¬ 
mented him fo far, as to go feven 
Hades to meet him,yet that gover¬ 
nor commanded them all to de¬ 
part, and return to their refpec- 
tivc kingdoms. This aAion fo 
affronted ^t jvwijh king, that 
he detired the emperor to recall 
him tibm hU government, and 
eafily obtainfed it; but Claudm 
died juft before, the orders had 
-reached Syria (4). 

As to his clemency and gene- 
foil^, we have a fignal inlunce 
df them in the cafe of one 
a forly fanatic lawyer, who had 
ventured to exclaim againft him 
sa a pabllc ^embly, as unfit to 

i4) Anv^, t, xie. (*. 7t 


enter into the court of the I^ael- 
ites, becaufe he was an Idumean 
by the father’s tide. The kii^g, 
who was then at Ctefarea^ only 
fent for him to the theatre, made 
him tic down by him, and, in- 
Head of reproving his boldnefs, 
mildly afked him, whether there 
was any thing in him, or his 
adlions, which he thought con¬ 
trary to the Jtviijh law. This 
behaviour fo molhfied the man, 
that he anfwered him in the nega¬ 
tive, approved of all he did (for 
Agrip^ was very fond of thofe 
public fhews), and in a fubmiiiive 
manner begged pardon for his 
former fpe^, which was readily 
granted to him (5}. 

(W) This was njpe the Jemtt 
whom we mentioned a little 
higher to have been a near rela¬ 
tion Of ChriH, and on that ac- 
rnmne chofon bilhop ofJerufaUa^ 
and was not mar^rred. till many 
yean after; but one of the Tons 
of Zehedtty and brothf r of John, 

( 5 ) Uid, adjlfit 

opened 
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opened the prifon-door, and led him fafe tbroueh fome of 
ftreets of the city, and left him to go and fe^ for fome 
fafe afylum; which lie accordingly did, after he had gone arid 
acquainted fome of the brethren with his miraculoua deliver¬ 
ance*. 

Soon after this difappointment, Agrippa returned to Cafa-- 
^ rtOj where he dedgned to have exhibited fome public games 
’ in honour of Clauatui Cafar ; and was attended thither with 

a numerous train of the moft coniiderable peribns, both 
Agrippa*s of his own, and of the neighbouring nations. He appeared 
magnifi- early on the fecond morning of the feftival at the public thea- 
etntap- ji, a coftly fuit artfully wrought, fo that the fun-beams, 

darting upon the filver ground of it, were receded with fuch 
at Caela- uncommon luft{e, that the people beheld him with a kind 
of divine refped. He addrefled himfelf in an elegant fpcech 
Spttei to to the deputies of Tyre and Sidouy who had been fome time 
the Ty- in difgrace with him, and were now come to beg his pardon, 
lians, f^e.. and the continuance of his favour to their refpedive nations. 
Here the cmbafTadors, prompted perhaps by fome of his court 
fycophants, as is ufuaJ in fuch cafes, gave a great fhout, cry¬ 
ing out, that it was the voice of a god, and not of a man ; 
and added fome geftures of a kind of adoration. The king, 
too fenfible of the people’s pralfe, approved, inftead of check¬ 
ing, their impious flattery ; u|wn which the angel of the Loi^p 
fmote him with a dreadful difeafe *, under which having lin- 
Dreadful gered five days, he expired in all the mifery that can be ex- 
death, prelTed or imagined (X). He left a fon of the fame name, 

' who 

* Afts xii. per tot. * Ibid. ver. ao, ad fin. Antiq. 

1. xix. c. 7. 

(X) The (acred hiilorian fays, owl happened to perch over hit 
that he was eaten of worms (6) ; head ; upon whi» a Germaa, 
and Jttftpbuj, that he was feizied who was there bound wkh him, 
with fuch violent pains in his foretold him hU futnre riie and 
heart and bowels, that he could happinefs; bat bid him take no* 
00c but refleft on the bafenefs of tice, that the next time he faw 
his flatterers, who had but lately that bird, it would prove ominous 
compliment him with a kind to him,and that he would livehut 
of divine immortaiitf, who was fivedaysafterit; which happened 
now going to expire to all :the accordingly. FoF,'Whilfl he was 
torments and agonies of a.mifer* apfdatKliBg himfelfwith-the fhouta 
tUe mortal. ^ ' . > ' . * and compltmems which tlwaflSrm- 

The latter adds, that^^ whUft ibly werepayit^ to him, on occa- 
he was as yet in his prifbn, an fionof hu oration, the fame bird 


(6) ASt xii. 23* 


appeared 
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y»bo was then but feveuteen yean old, and had been brotighC Year of 
up at Rfnuj and three daughters, Berenice married to JH^red, Chr. 44. 
and then Axteen years of age, and Marianme and DruJUla^ 
both young and unmarried, though con traced the former to 
yuUus Archelauif the fon of CbaTeias, and the latter to Epi^ 
phones the fon of Antmhus king of Cmagene, He died in 
the fiftyofourth year of his age, and the feventh of his reign. 

Claudius was going to beftow the kingdom on his fon, accord* , 
ing to a former promife; but was diffuaded from it by his 
courtiers, on pretence that he was too young to be trufted 
with the care of fuch a nation s upon which yudaa became Judaea 
again a province of the empire, and Cufpius Fadus was fent meuU es 
governor of it, with this particular order, that he (hould ad prwmntm 
nothing in concert with Marfus ; that he fhould feverely pu* h Chw« 
nifh the inhabitants of Ceefareoy and Zehdjle or Samaria, fot 
the indignities they had offered to the memory of the late 
king (Y) ; and that he Ihould fend the troops that were kept in 
yudaa away into Pontus. But he was foon after perfuaded 
to let them abide ftill in the former, which proved a fburce of 
new troubles and mifenesi*. It was about this time that the 
famine foretold by Agahus, a Chriffian prophet S began to Afamha 
rage ; againft which the new churches planted at Antio^, and m Judmu 
other places, fent the believers at yerufalem a liberal fupply, 
by the hands of Paul and Barnabas ; whilft Helen, queen of 
*Adiabene’, is faid to have relieved the yews, and afterwards 
the Chriffians, in the pious and plentiful manner we have 
before* related 

Fadus^ upon his arrival in yudaa, was forced to fupprefs padus 
the banditti, who were by that time grown very numerous 
and powerful ; and to quell an infurreclion which the yewsj^^ j^ 
bad raifed againft the inhabitants of Philadelphia, which was 
the fame city with Rabbah the capital of the Ammonites In 
the mean time Claudius, having recalled Marfus oue of re* 

^ Antiq. ubi ftipra. * Afb id. tj, ad fin< * Vol. x. 
p. 167. ^ not. * Antiq. 1 . xx. c. i, & a. 

appeared over bis head, perch* with the vileft outrages, had 
ing upon a rope, from which he palled down the^atues of hit 
coociuded, that his life and glory three daughters from the theatres, 
was at an end (7). * and other public places, and car- 

t fV) The& ungrateful wretches, ried than into their public ftews 1 
Aotenntented with making ike where they proftituted them in ‘ 

greateff raoiciogs at AgrifpAs fudi a manner, as is unfit to be 
death,and Uackeninghiamemoiy’ mentioned (8). 

(l) eetif, I, xviii. c. 8< df i, xizt e, «/r, 

ee^, u 


( 8 ) ftb, xxt 
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fpe^ to the Ute king, hed feot Caffims Longinus into that gO'* 
vernmentt who came imqptedi^tcly to yerufalm^ amd ioAtm 
r upon the pontiAcal veftments being put into his pofleffion, in 

order to be kept, as formerly, in the fortreis of 4 ntoma. The 
Jews^ furpnf^ at this new demand, begged leave that tJhey 
Year of might fend a deputation to the emperor againft tt, and did 
Chr. 45. not obtain it from that governor, till fomc of the heads of 
the nation had put their fonj> as hoftages into his hands. But, 
upon the embaUadors applying to Claudtus^ in which they were 
backed by the young 'AgrippOy they obtained a grant, that 
thofe facred robes fliould be kept in the pofleflion of the high-* 
prieil, in the manner Vitellius had granted it fix years before. 
At the fame time Iferod king of ChaUts obtained of that em¬ 
peror the fupenntendency of both the temple and facred trea- 
iury } together with the authority of naming whom he would 
to the pontifical dignity ; in purluance of which, he depofed 
CantharaSy and laifed yofeph the Ton of Cami to it. After 
i/rroif’s death, yowrvg Afgtippa obtained the lame grant for 
himfelf, and enjoyed it till the time of the JcwiJh war*. 

Duriko Fadus *!3 government there arole a notable im- 
Theodas poftor, named Theudas (Z), who drew g eat numbers of the 
tgutmpoftor dehx^cd after him, bidding them tollow him beyond 

caufes an JordaKy and promifing them, that he would divide* the waters 
tHfutu- of that river, as» JoJJiua had done, by his fingle word. Cuf- 
ilian. plus lent fome troops of horfe and foot againll him and hiaf 
followers, killed fome of them, took others prifoners, and, 
Bsheadsd* amongft them, Tbeudas himfelf, whom he caufed to be be¬ 
headed, and his head to be brought to yerufalern. Tiiis, 
according to yAephusy is the mod remarkable thing that hap¬ 
pened during Fadus\ government 8 : he was foon after fuc- 
ceeded by Tiberius AlexandeVy an apofiate yew of facerdotal 
race, and n^hew to the famous Philoy often quoted in this 
The fins of chapter h. One of his firft exploits was the crucifying yames 
Judas Ga- auj Simony the fons of yudas furnamed GaUauSy head of 
Iilxus cru’ fjjg Gaulonitijh feft, fpoken of in a former fe^Stion j and about 

ttfied, 

^ Anciq. I xx. c. i. & a. s Xdemibid. *> Ibid. c. 3. & 
bel. Jud 1 . li. c. 11. 

(Z) We muft take care not to ofin a former feftion (9)1 and 
otmfound this Tbeudas ofyofepbns is fuppoled to be the fiime with 
with another mentionedF by Sc. the foil of Extebias mentioned 
latity and faid to have appeared by y^epbus under the name of 
jttft after the death of Heted ebt yndas^ 

Greatt as has hem taken nofige 


dm 


(9} iif bfirt, f. sir. & (N), 



GTSL 3*# aijh^ of tht Jews; 

the fame time ^rod king of Chalch^ having depofed yojtp 
the Ton of Camif gave the high^-priefthood to Ananiai the Ton 
of Zehdeutt and died Toon after, in the eighth year of Clau¬ 
dius* That emperor gave his kingdom to young Agrifpa^ in 
prejudice of Arijiohulus the eideft fon of the deceaf^. 

Ventidius Cumanus fucceeded Alexander in the g 3vernment Ventidius 
of Judeeoy and it was in his time that thofe troubles began, ftntgawr* 
which ended in the ruin of the yew'tjh nation. The great nor of ]u- 
concourfe of people, which their fclHvals brought to yerujd- daca. 
lem^ obliged the Romans at fuch times to Itcep a guard beimre 
the gates of the temple, to prevent tumults. It was now the 
paflbver, when one of the Roman foldiers upon duty had the Jews in- 
impudence to expofe his nudity to open fight: this indignity fuUtdbya 
raifed the refentment of the yews to fuch an height, that Roman 
they went and complained of it to Cumanus^ and in an vnio- frldier, 
lent manner told him, that the affront was offered by his order, 
not only to the nation, but to God. He tried at hrft to ap- 
peafe them by fair means, but, finding them grow more tu¬ 
multuous, he ordered all his troops to come to the place ; the 
fight of which alarmed them fo, that they fled in the greatefl 
ftight and confufion, infomuch that upwards of ten thoufand 
were ftifled to death in tlieir flight, by running over one an- 
other in the narrow paffages that led to and from the temple. 

The copies of Eufebius and St. yerom fay thirty thoufand.^ ‘ 

Sbon after this difafier, another happened in Samaria^ where 
fome Galilaan going to one of the feafis, were infulted, 
and one of them killed, and the refi went to complain to Cu¬ 
manus agafnfl; the Samaritans \ but he, being bribed by thefe, 
refufed to do them jufiicc; upon which the matter was Drought 
before Slmdratus governor of Syria, who fent both parties 
to Rome, and Cumanus with them, to anfwer for themfelves 
there (A). The Samaritans were Cttfi, and condemned to 

die. 


Year of 
Chr. 48. 


(A) They were all fent in 
chuns thither, though they were 
the heads of each of the contend¬ 
ing nations. Thofe among the 
yenus were Annas and Jonathan, 
who had been both high-prieils, 
Anmnias the prefenc pontiff,* and 
his fon the captain of the temple, 
or rather chief of the Letuiies, 
who were the keepers of it, with 
fome others. Thofe of the Sa¬ 
maritans were likewife confidcra- 
Ue perfons, and thefe joined in- 
tereft with Cstmanusi bat the 
Vot. X. 


credit of young Agrippa at the 
Roman court eafily turned the 
fcales in fiivour of the yews. 

Thofe in Judaa had not met 
with fo favourable judge; and 
^uadrattts, who had the power 
to try and condemn even the go¬ 
vernors themfelves, if he found 
them guilty, though be remitted 
the grknd tryal xxyCdf/ar*% court, 
had caofed a great number of* the 
moft ftirring among them to hf, 
fome crucifod, aad others be¬ 
headed, befides thofe that bad 
T t be«a 



The Hiftfify $/ 'the Jews: EII. 

S«mari> die, Cumanut fent into banifliment, and Celer^ orte of his tri¬ 
tans bunes, who bad been involved in the fameguSt, condemned 
merely fu~ to be dragged through the ftreets of Jerufalem^zsAxltim put 
to death*. . 

In the year following Claudius Felixy (nc brother of Pallas^ 
ma^fro-^ emperor’s chief favourite, being then in Judeea^ fuc- 
^cccded Cumanus in the government of it, under whom the 
^Year of affairs went ffill fiom bad to worfe (B). The land 

Chr ca with robbers and banditti, and within with falfe pro- 

and pretended miracle-mongers, who were ftill blow¬ 
ing the coals of difcontent and fediiion ; fo that there pafled 
fcarcely a d^ in which there was not fome dreadful execution 
_ .. made upon lomeof thofe mifcreants To ihefe we may join 

^beficartt ficarii ot aflaffins (C), who committed the moft horrid 

* murders 


* Antiq. lib. xx. c. 4, & ^ Ibid. c. 6. Bell. Jud. 

1. ii. c. 12. 


been killed in the feveral engage¬ 
ments, efpecially in the canton 
of Acrobattne (i). 

(B) Jofephus fays, that the 
yewijh nation, efpecially yo>ia~ 
than the late high-prieft, had de- 
ffred him for their governor. He 
hdd been the year before chofen 
oneof thejudgesbyj^auisfrA/»r,in 
the difpote between them and the 
Samatiians, and had perhaps in¬ 
gratiated himfelf to them by his 
mild behaviour towards them; 
but, after he became their go¬ 
vernor, he behaved like a tyrant. 
^riVw &ys rightly of him (z), 
that he governed them with the 
arbitrarinefs of a monarch, and 
with the genios of a flave. He 
was the Mother of Fallasy and 
therefore m^de no difficulty of 
committing the greateff oppref- 
fioos and crodties, '-ill the name 
broke out into an openitbelUon, 
and ended in the moft dreadful 
ruin Mad miftry that ever nation 
felt. 


(C) Thcfe were another fort 
of robbers, who came and mixed 
themfelves among the crouds and 
affemblies, with ihort daggers 
under their cloaks, and ftabbed 
all that came near them in opei;! 
day, and then were the hrft to 
cry out murder ! They not only, 
by this vile method, rid them¬ 
felves of their enemies, but would 
hire themfelves to murder any 
others for a fmall fum. So that 
it became extremely dangerous 
to go into any places of public 
refort. 

They are fuppofed to have 
been the fpawnof thxCauknitiJh 
ffiffion, which began near fifty 
years before, as we have feen in a 
former fedion (3); and, in fpite 
of all the feverides which the 
Romans made them feel, ftill kept 
up Ijieir ftditious fpirit, and daily 
inerted in number. They were 
afterwards better known by t^ 
name of zealots, and uni^ 
that IpecioitsticleoQiajnittcd^ich 


(1) 4 XXI A B* (*) l’ r* Vi 9t Cmf. amanttf. i4i\ 

jkproy c, 6, Stt he^f p. 477, 

unheard- 
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jnurden and kitcheries, under eovert and pfettnce of zeal for eeMmit 
their reHgion and liberties. Among the talfe prophets, and borridcru- 
pretended Saviours, by whom that infatuated nation was fe- 
duced, there was a fignal one that came from Egypt^ and had FalftMtf* 
drawn above thirty thoufand men after him, by the large pro-/oAr. 
mifes he made to them of a fpeedy deliverance. He was, bow* 
ever, fbon difperfed by the Roman troops ; but one was no 
iboner gone, but there ftaried up another, fo that the moft 
violent remedies rather inflamed than aflwaged their feditious 
difeafe. But Felix did not exert his cruelties on the rebellious Felix*/ 
rout alone, but on all others indifcriminately, whom his ava* *^ 1 ^* 
rice or refentmem marked out for deftrudion. This obliged 
the good old prieft Jonathan^ who had been moft inftru* 
mental in procuring him the governmen^t, to expoftulate often 
with him, and to complain of his ill conduct. Felix at length, 
unable to bear his juft cenfures, hired one Doras, a perfun in 
whom Jonathan put great confldenoe, to affaflinate him ; Cau/esjo* 
which was accordingly done (D). This murder going unpu-na^han/• 
niflied, becaufe the perfon who fliould hav^ revenged it was "•■'t'dir; 
the chief after in it, proved the fource of an infinite number 
of others, which were committed every-where, the temple 
not excepted ; and the Jewijh chiefs, and even the pontiffs, 
made no fcruple to hire the alTaflins above-mentioned, to rid 
^ themfelves of any perfons that were obnoxious to them K 
We have already taken notice, that Druftlla, Agrippa^o 
daughter, had been contrafted to Epiphanes ; but, he refufing 
the cirepmeifion, her brother gave her to Axioms king of 
Emefa, who confented to that ceremony out of love to her, Ihe, 
being one of the fineft women of that age. But, as her vir¬ 
tue was far enough below her beauty, Felix, who was become 
enamoured with her, eafily perfuaded her to forfake her huiband, 
and to be married to him, tho* a pagan, and one of the woift Marries 
of that kind ® (E). He was himfclf, perhaps, made more fen- Drofilla, 

fible 


* Bel. Jud. lib. ii. c. iz, Idem ibid. & leq. 


unheard-of crimes, as haflened 
the total ruin of their city and 
sadon. We have feen in a for¬ 
mer volume (4), whence they 
pretended to derive their origin: 
^0U(^, by their aftions, one 
woaU^Iath^r think it came fraan 
hdl, as we fltall fee in the fequel. 

(D) It is impolfible to gaefs 

Sttvd, ui. >35, {A}.) 


from JaJepbsu, in what year this 
murder was comnfitted ; only by 
his expreflioos h: ftems to have 
been ^ne about the beginning of 
f/iix’s government (5). 

(E) Her two fiflers did not 
prove much more virtuous than 
ihe. Berenice the eldeft, and for¬ 
merly married to her uncle Herod 

, ( 5 ) Antif, /. 6% 

T t a kins 
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St. P^ul iible of if than ever, when the apoftle St. Paul was broti^t 
brought before him, and made that noble difcourfe on jujitce^' titti: 
be/or* perance, or ehajlity^ and a judgment to come } which threw hirn 
bim. into fuch a fit of rerhorfe and trembling, as made him cr/ 
^ * go thy ways for this time ; and, when 

Cbrift DO. j Uifure, / will fend for thee ", It proved, how- 

ever, but of fliort duration. Felix afterwards fent for him in¬ 
deed more than once ; but it was rather in hopes of a bribe 
from him, than a defire of being made better acquainted with 
‘ thofe important truths, which he had heard of him ; fo that, 
after near two years, finding himfeif difappointed, and ready 
to be recalled from his government, he chofe to leave his pri- 
foner in'bonds, to ingratiate himfeif with the exafperatedy^ti/r ”, 
Feftos He was accordingly^ fucceeded by Fortius Fejius^ who upon 
fttcceeds his coming found the nation in that diftrefTed condition we 
Felix. have been fpeaking of; and, which was ftill worfe, the very 
-Year of priefthood had begun a civil war among themfelves ever fince 
Chrift 62. the laft year of Felixes government, the occafion of which 
Teems to have been the frequent depofitions of the pontiffs, 
and their pretenfions after it to a greater fhare of the tythes 
than the inferior priefls could afford them (F). Agrippa had 


■< Afls xxlv. pair. & antiq. ubi 
Tapra, ad fin. 

king of Chalets, being become 
a widow, was (hrewdly fufpefled 
of holding an incelluous inter* 
courfe with her brother Agrippa. 
To fupprefs that fufpicion, fhe 
married Polemon king of Pontus, 
and of part of Cilicia ; but fhe 
foon after broke off with him, 
and, by her loofe behaviour, con¬ 
firmed the reports that had been 
fpread concerning her unlawful 
intrigues. Her hufband, on the 
other hand, who had embraced 
judaifm on bef account, was no 
fooner forfaken by her, than be 
cad off her religion, and rjeturned 
to his paganifm, 

J^ariamne ,the yoongeft had 
t^n married betimes to Jrthe- 
laut, the CsA of Cbeldas or £/• 

(6) Atttij. uht J'lpra, c, 5 . 


fupra, c. 7. k&o ubi 


ehias, probably of the Herodian 
family ; but (he likewife forfook 
him to marry one Demetrius, an 
Alexandrian, 'Jew, and one of 
the richefl and molt confiderable 
of that city, and was then their 
Atabarca or chief (6). 

(F) We have obferved, in a 
former volume (7}, that the Le- 
•vites Vitro to gather infbetyches 
from the people, and to allot a 
tenth part of them to the priefls. 
Thefe allowed the higk^prieft a 
proportion of it fuitaUe to , bis 
dignity, and divided the ^ 
among themfelves. When there¬ 
fore the number of depofed pon¬ 
tiffs began to increale .to fuchi a 
d^ree, as to leave 'the inferior 
ones too fmall a quantity foir th^ 

(7) Pot, iVtip, 61 f &fef, 

fufle nance. 



C. XI. rhe^Hipry of tie Jem, Ms 

the year before depofed Ananias, and ^txtJfsmael in his room: A 
there ^rere ftiii feveral more Aich difcarded ponctffit alive, who noar a* 
all pretended to the fame income of the tythes, which they f»o»g th 
enjoyed with that dignity, which muft of courfe impoveriih 
the inferior fort, who therefore refuted it to them. The^®''”^ 
rancour rofe at length to fuch an heig’’», that each party ufed 
to go along accompanied with a troop of the (icarii, and, 
upon every rencounter, fell foul on each other, killing all that 
oppofed them, and filled both city and country, and even the 
very temple fumetimes, with blood. Fffus was therefore FeftusV 
forced to begin his government with the greateft feverity, in ftverity 
order to fupprefs this treble butchery ; namely, that of the againft 
prieffhood againfl each other; that of the fedirious laity againft rim, and 
the Romans, and thofe that contentedly fubmitted to them ; others, 
and that of the banditti abroad, who infiefted the whole coun¬ 
try, and robbed, plundered, and maflacred everv-where with¬ 
out mercy The fuppieflion of all thefe different parties, 
and the fevere examples he made of their leaders, impufior«, 
and of the mofl: ftirring and mutinous of the rebels, was 
what took up the greateft part of his time and labour during 
bis fhort government. 

I'liREE days after his arrival in Judaa, he went to Jeru- Paul 
falem, lyhcre Ananias the late high-pneft, and the rtft of the hreught 
'Jtwtfl) chiefs, came to demand juAice againft Paul, who vtt&hefire 
nill kept pnfoner at Ceefarea, As fuon, therefore, as he was Fefius, 
returned thither, he caufed him to be brought before him; Vear of 

Chrift62. 

, 9 Antiq. ubi Aipra, c. 6‘. 


Aiftenance, it bred a mutiny 
among them. The latter re¬ 
efing them their competency, 
they fent their armed men to 
force it from them, to plunder 
their houfes and barns, and to 
kill all that oppofed them. This 
obliged them to hire the flearit 
to repel force by force; and thofe 
that could not Hand thus in their 
own defence, were ifnpped of all 
they had, and left to llarve. 

Jofeplw fays, that Feifx had 
fent a good number of them in 
chains to Romo, to anfwer ibr 
‘ their crimes, which yet he adds 
were of a light nature i and 


might therefore be fome of this 
opprefTed fort, who had armed 
themfelves againft the cruelty of 
thofe tyrants. He adds, that 
they were kept prifoners fome 
years, till he came himfelf thi¬ 
ther on purpofe to procure their 
freedom, which he did by the 
mtereft of Poppeta, who was a 
lover of their nation, and was 
foon after married to the empe¬ 
ror Niro. He highly applauds 
the piety of thofe priefts, who, 
fays he, were content to live Upon 
nuts and dry figs, rather than 
pollute themfelves with the nfual , 
food of the gentiles (8). 


(8) ht van fito, 

Tt 3 


and 





jfmi 


fifJtwl. & 11* 

and afttf a SiiH hearing of lx>fh fidea, efpeciafi)^ nC the pri* 
foncr’s dafettce, pronounced him innocent of an^r Scapitaf 
crime. 'But bis enemies ftih inftfiing that he was wnrlhy 
dead), and F^m being wiliing. to oblige them with a feCOnd,' 
tryai z%ytrufaUm^ Paul took bold on the privileges which the 
law gave him, to appeal to Cafar, and prevent thereby thp 
ede^ of their further malice. 'Jgrippa^ and his fifter 
li^iippa', bettfg comd to Cafarea to oompliment the new governo 4 (|pid' 
having exprelTed a defire of feeing this celebrated priibner, 

. FtfiuSf who knew that prince to be thoroughly verfed in' 
the Jetuijh laWi * and cuftoms, readily agreed to have hini 
him brought, once more to the bar. 'Here Pauly being per¬ 
mitted. to fpeak for htrhfelf, 'made fuch a'noble defence, that 
Fefiut ac^tted him of dvery fault, except that of having 
turned ;hjs brain with too much learning j whilft Agrippa^ 
‘confeious of the truth ^ and force mf his reafoning, owned'* 
himfelf almoft' convinced by him} and, after fome private 
-^conference with the governor, it Was declared, that he might ' 
have beep releafed, if he had not appealed to Ctefar% 

'Agrlppa In the mean rime Agrippa, who came often to Jerufaltm^ 
FiMtaftt and had a lodging near the temple, of which he had the fu-' 
tht Jews, perintendenev given him after his uacUfterady took it into bis 
FutlJj a head to build himfelf a palace there, of fuch an height^ that he* 
pahtee to could overfee alt that was done in the innern>bft court of it.' 
ttwhak The were the more difpleafed at it, becaufe F^Jiut and 
iattmplt, tijip Rmam would likewile come and talte a view or it from’ 


thence; for which reafon they built a partition-wall bi^ 
enough to cover that facred puce, which the king and go-‘ 
virnor taking as an affroift^ ordered it to be pulled down!. 
The ^mr, altar much oppofition, cditained leave at length 
to tend deputies td Fame ; ahd thefe, by the' interceffioa of 
Popp^a (G), got a grant from the emperor for keeping .up tbe^ 
lihaiael Ipmatly the then high-^prieft, being at the bead of thin 

dipo/id, embalTy, was, for his laudable zeal, d^pofed by Agrippoy who' 
beftowed that dignity on furnamed Cabbhy tbe'Ton of 


9 A6b XXV. te xxvi. pa£ 


highly commends hiilbaod commit onthegreai^ 
that emprefs^s piety j tbotigh, perfdiu of the emptit^'am pw-: 
fettingaMciwrlovemthBj^aw^ vailed ^t length on that mad 
nation, fiw had not oue yirtae monarch to repudiate, faanUh,^ 
that cobid mtitlcher to this com- and at lenf^put to d«th, hiv 
plimoit. On the cptmaiy, 'fhe virtooua wift O^vla, to niany 
was known m Ha lewd pHocefs, her; as we (hair fee more at Ik^. 
the promoter of a great aamber in tH Rmau biHr/. ' 

•f Aurden, which fhemade her. 



the late Cmttlmrjn^ Jofi^ut addt^ that Popp^tti <le* 
tuned Jfimatl and CluUies as bofti^es at JUme 
Ff/fas dying towards the latter end of tbit ycar» no- Albiaut 
* Riinaced Minus to fucceed him: in the mean time, Agrippa Jkceuis 
‘ having given the high*priefthoo 4 from Qtbhi^ to Ananus^ a Feftos /« 
peoud iadducee, this laft took that interval before the drrivalJo^. 
pf iljB new praetor to call a council, and to have 7 <mrfr the Jame% 
apoRI and bifhop of Jtru/alm, and fome other vhfi%iis, ‘A 
condemned and ftoned to death (H). Upon the goveriKnr's 
arrival at Alexandria, complaint was made to him of '. 

' prefujiiptuous and unlawful ilep. Albinas defeated it, and < 
tent the new pontiff a very threatening letter; and A^rippef, 

' who feared the cQnfequence of hrs anger, took me to depofe 
him, and to put ano^er in his room, to wit, 'Pfijj thp' fdnt 
of Damneus, before the governor was got' to ^ers^lem, 

^udaa gained nothing bytthe change bf either governor or * 
pontiff, As for the former, he was* fuch a cruel rapacious 
monftcr, that Felix and Pefius, bad as they were, were ho- **• 
neil men to him ; and yet he was flill, in one refpe^, better 
than his fucceffor, in that he endeavoured, at leaft, either to 
liide or to colour his tU a^lions by fome pretext or other. » 

Hfs firft care was to fupprefs the ficarii, robbers, and ban- Albinna ' 
ditti, which were now grown more numerous, and bolder 
than ever. He ‘punifhed with the utmoft feverity as many as thejuof^ 
•came into his hands, and they only became the more impudent 
by it; infomuch that they ventured one night, during one of 
their feafts, to enter into the city, and to carry off Zleamr 
the fon.of Ananias, the late high-prieff, who was fecretary 
of the temple, and to fend his fatlKtf word, that they would 
not releafe him, till he bad procured the inlargement of ten 
of their affociates, whom kept in|prifon. Ananias, 

who was a very opulent perfon, eafily bribed with a round iU-timd 
fum the rapacious governor to confeitt to it; but his com- cmplai^. 
pliance was attended with very had confequeuces; being forced fame. 
ftlll to redeem fome near relation at the fame price, as often 
as any of the banditti wete got into the governor’s hands \ 

^ Antiq. aU fupra, c. 7. ad fin. * Ibid, c 8. 


(H) So lays Je/epbus ; hot we 
have related the manner of bis 
death, according to the tefiSmony 
of ibme antieot fithws, in a late 
note, to which we refer the 
reader. 

This Anetdm was the fi&h foa 


of that Afianus ct Annas men¬ 
tioned by the evangelifts, tiui^ 
had enjoyed the high-prieilhood 
after their fathers an honour 
and happinefs that never hap¬ 
pened to any bat hmi, lays tluit 
jruiifo biftorian (^). 




7 be iif- 
kandei 
nuorhaen 
of the tm 
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ages- On the Other handy Agrippa having given thehf^prtefthtood 
conanittei ftom the fon of Damneus to Jofus the fon of GamaliA% 
by the t<wo thofe two pontiffs got each of them a ftrong efcort of arn>ett 
nien, and comnnitted the vileft outrages; not only againii 
' each other, but againft the inferior fort, who were often 
plundered of all they had, and reduced to the loweff mi- 
fery (I). 

About this time all the work of the temple being quite 
hniiheil, and eighteen thoufand hands at once difebarged, as 
we obferved in a former fc£tion % a propofal was n)ade to 
that prince to employ them in taking down an old Aately 
gallery of the temple, four hundred cubits high, which was 
in danger of falling, and rebuilding it anew; but Agrippa, 
confidering the expenfivenefs and length of the work, abfolutely 
refufed it, and told the JewiJh chiefs, that they might employ 
thofe hands in paving the city with white Itones; but that 
not being agreed to, the greateft part joined themfelves with 
the banditti for fear of Aarving. Albmus, after a two years 
government, was recalled by Nero, and fucceeded by Gejfms 
Floras, the laA and worA governor that ever Judaa bad. 
bloody go- yofephus feems at a lofs for words bad enough to deferibe him 
•otmmnt. by, or a monAer to compare him to « ; his rapines, cruelties, 
conniving for large Aims with the banditti, and, ip a word, 
Chr. 64. IjJj wjioje behaviour, were fo open and bareficed, that he was 
looked upon by the 'Jews more like a blood) executioner fen^ 
to butcher, than as a magiArate to govern them. His dcAgn 
was to provoke them to fuch an open rebellion, as mi^C 
either give him the brutiAi pleafure of feeing theip deAroy 
each other, or prevent his oppreAions, murders, and other 
helliAi works, being inquired into. He fucceeded but too well 
in it; and a war was kindletl accordingly, through his means, 
which ended not but with the total ruin of the JewiJh na- 


Genius 

JFlorus*/ 


* Pag. 430, & feq. (A). ■ Antiq. ibid. c. 9. Bell. Jud. ubi 

fupra. 


fl) About this time Lewies 
and fingers, who, as we have for¬ 
merly obferved (i), had no par 
ticular drefs diftinguifh them 
from the laity, obtained leave 
of Agrippa to wear white robes 
Ake the prieAs, and folne other 
privileges, which were contrary 
to the Jewiflt law, and did not 


a little difpleafe the better fort 
of the Jews, as well as the whole 
pnefihood. Jgrippa was likewtfe 
become odious to his fobjefls, on 
account of his high taxes on 
themf to fupport his extrava- 

f ranee, fumptuous building, public 
peAacles, games, and mch-like 
profufioiu (a). 


ft) Velm is. p, 87, ^ ftf, {%) Jlatif, ohi fvp. Bell. Jud, I, ii, r. I. 3. 


tion* 




-tm 

This great event, fo plainly foretdltf * by Chri0, 
ptindaally fumlled, and fo liveltly defcribed and related by a Wn(»^v 
yeoiijh hiftorian, and an eye^witnefe, might well dfefervc a ^ . 

larger place in this chapter; but as it is fo very well known, and ]«*'’• 
abounds with fuch dreadful murders, cruelties, and other ctr- 
cumftances, Ht only to fill a reader with horror, we fhall con¬ 
tent ourfolves with giving fome of the mo/h remarkable ftrokes 
of it in the note, to avoid drawing this chapter to too 
great a length (K). ’ 

Judaa being thus difira£led within and without, and 
groaning now more than ever under a tyrant, who openly 
promot^ thofe mifehiefs he ihould have remedied ; vaft num-^^f ** 
hers of Jews forfook it to feek an afylum among foreign na- 
tions, whilft thofe that ftaid behind applied themfclvcs to 
Cejlius GalluSi the then governor of ^yrioy who was at^, ^ 
Jerufalem at the pafibver, and befought him to pity *beir^J^|^^^ 
wretched ftate, and free them from the tyranny of a man 
who had totally ruined their country. Florusy who was pre- 
fen t when thefe complaints were preferred againft him, made 
a mere jeft of them ; and Cejliusy inftead of making a ftriil 
inquiry into his condud, difuiiired them with a bare promifo, 
that Fhrus fhould behave better for the future} and fet him- 


(K) About four years before was Itill more fiirprifing, neither 
ahis dreadful war broke out, and threats, nor the moft 1 ‘evere pu- 
about feven before 'the fiege of niihments that could be infliaed 
Jerufalmy whilft the Jews ftill on him, could make him defift, 
enjoyed fqme kind of peace, a or utter a groan or complaint, 
country fellow, named yefus, or any ocher words than thole 
came to the feaft of tabernacles, dreadful woes, till he faw ha 
and was on a fudden feized with predi^ions begin to be fulfilled 
a kind of pbrenfy, as the Jews by the fiege of the city, when he 
thought it, which made him ciy cried out in a more difmal tone, 
out without ceafing ; Wo to the Woalfotomyfelft and was in that 
eitj! Wo to the temple! A voice inftant killed by a ftonc thrown 
from the Jour earners^ a voice in by the befiegers ( 3 ). There 
aguiftjl Jerufalem, a voice againjl werefeveral more fuch prodigious 
the nation / &c. and in this warnings fent to that unhappy 
mentable tone he ran through nation in the fequel, which, tho* 
all the ftreets of the city night all too little to brmg them to n 
and day i and on the fabbaths, better mind, are fufficient to con- 
nod other feftivals, was hejpd to vince us, chat God did not doom 
fpeak thole words loader, and .them t 0 this dreadful deftrudfion, 
in a more difmal. tonie, without tiii their ismiety and harclnefs of 
eirer Jofihg his voice, dr beix^ heart had foro^ that fovere pu- 
hoarfe with crying; and, what nilhmeot from him> 

( 3 ) Belh yud, 4 vii. c, is, 

felf 



^ tf fbt Je«^. E n. 

tkt mtm- fcif about computing the number of Jewi that were at J9* 
Ittr y* the rufalem^ by that of the Iambs which were offered at that fe- 
ftival (L), in order to fend an account of it xaNert^ and 
pitted. jljy that computation the whole was found to amount to two 
millions five hundred and fifty-fix thoufand. Jefej^ut thinks 
thw rather amounted to three millions 
7he eaufi Soon after this, the conteft between the yeu/t and Syrian^ 
andhegiti' about thp city of Cafareay which had been kept in fufpenfe 
ningofthe ever fince the time of Felix (M), being at length decided in 
Jewi^ favour of the Syriansy the decree was no fooner brought tq 
yudaay but, as if it had been agreed, that this fhould be the 
e^iTa < ® *'Cvolt, the Jews every-where refolved to take up 

Cbnft 07. arms; and thus began the fatal war in the fecqnd year of Fh- 
rus*i government, in the twelfth of Ner$*^ teign, the feven- 
teeth of that of ^rippay and in the fixty-ninth year of 
Cbnft *. u^rippOy who was at this time at Jerufstlem at the 
beginning of this revolt, ftrove in vain to aUwage them by a 
long and elaborate fpeech, as well as by other proper means; 
they only liftened to him, till he came to infift on their fub- 
mitting to FhruSy till a new governor could be obtained from 
Agrippa Kme. This fingle propofal exafperated them to fuch a degree, 
enfulted ^ that they began to pelt him With Hones, and forced him to 
/he Jews, 

w Bell. Jad. 1 . ii. c. i& alib^ ^ Conf. antiq. 1 . xx. c. ult. 
Sc bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 14, 


(L) This computation could 
not be very certain, becaufc, 
though none but yews offered 
thefc lambs at the feaft, yet thole 
who bad contrafled any legal 
pollution were excluded from it. 
Befides, one lamb might ferve 
for twenty perlbns, though never 
for left than ten. However, they 
took this left number for each 
Jamb; and found that of the 
lambs to amount in the whole to 
two hundred and fifty>five thou- 
6nd. But as> among the poor, 
one of them mi^t l»ve for 
more than ten, and Hir as for 
twenty, yofephut rightly gueffes, 
that there muff have bem a much 
greater number of men, though, 
confidering the IngBcfs of the 
place, one would wunder how it 


was pofTtble for it to contain 
even that. 

(M) This conteft, in which 
the Jevjs maintained, that that 
city belonged to them, becaufc 
it had been built by Hered ; and 
the Syrians pretended, that it had 
been always efteem^ a Greek 
city, fince even that monarch 
had reared temples and ftatues in 
it; grew to fuch an height, that 
both parties came at laft to blows, 
and took up arms againft each 
other. Felix, at length, put un 
end to it for a time, by 
foma of their chiefs of'each na¬ 
tion to Rome to plead their caufe 
before the emperor,whereithung 
in fnfpen& till tbh time, when 
Afsiv decided it ih fuch a manner 
as iaufed this iofurrcAion. 


kave 



CHI. 

]exv« the city, which wiis immediately in « flame. FhruK ^ 

beheld all this with inhuman pleafure, and without putting 
1 4 the ieaft help to quell the feduion, though eatneflly intreated 
tn it by the Jewijb heads, Tent them indeed three 

thpufand men; but wlut could they now dp fueh an 
enraged multitude as were then up. m aimsf evil fopn 
ipread over the kingdom; and though the J(ws were 
every where the fulFererS) yet did not their defperate rage 
abate in the leafl. Nothihe wav now to be feen but robberies, 
muiders, and all manner m cruelties ; cities and villages filled 
with dead bodies of all agesy fexes, and quality, even down 
to the fucking babes. The Jtwsy on their part, neither fpared Jews $ef^ 
Syrians nor Ramans^ but retaliated their cruelties where-ever 
they got the better of them, ^or' which vafl; numbers Of that/f(ufed. 
peaceful biethren were butchered in their places of abode* 

The Cafartam fell fuddenly on thofe of their city, and maf- Borrii 
facred twenty thoulancl of them ; two thoufand were tnMV'^oughtm 
^ered at Ptojemaisy and fifty thoufand at Jlexandria. In a "‘^de of 
word, there was neither town nor city, where the pagans 
proved either llronger or quicker than they, where th^ did 
not commit the fame horrid butcheiies. At Jerufalmy rlorus^j^ 
taufed his troops one day to go and plunder the hijgh market, 
and to kill all they met j and they murdered accororngly three 
fhoufand five hundred perfons, men, women, and children. 

Apiong thc^e that were brought ptifoners to him, were 
£ome men of quality, and who had been even Ihonotired 
with the jUffmx knighthood; yet this did not fave them from 
hk cruelty on the contriny, he caufed them to be whipp^ 
before his tribunal, and then trucified r. 

Bertnicf, wfio had ftaid at Jerufalm after her brother, Berenice 
being bound there by a vow of Nazareat thirty daysy fparod intiradts 
neither prayers, meflages, not vifits, to mollify the brutiih vai«. 
praetor, tdl, at length, (he was likely to have loft her life by FlorusV 
it, and with great difficulty recovered her palace befpre his 
hellifii infiruments could reach her. Yet, not difcourage 4 by 
it, (be went barefoot to him on the very next day, threw her- 
felf at tbe foot of his tribunal, and, tn the moft fubmifiive 
terms, intreated him to put a flop to the (bedding of fo much 
bk>od. Tho brute did not fo much as vouchfafe her tbe lea(l 
token of common refpe^, (b that (he ran a fecond rl(k of 
bethg torn in pieces bs^ore fibte could get homeThis 
(erve to give a (ketch of rhafgovernor*s charader, who, beeauto 
he Was depending on that of Syrkt^ failed not to write to 
Mius^ and throw tdl the fault on the Jrtes, inlbmucfa that ‘ 
flus (hfi knew not well which to beMeve, Fimrut^ or JigrippZt 


* Ibid. c. 15. 


7 Ibid. 


BerenUe^ 
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Berentcei and other confiderable Je^Jh heads, who gave hilft 
y, . a quite different accourit*. . ' 

hte^‘tht ■ ti®® a great number of affa/Hns having joim^ 

Komans fbditious, beat the Romans out of the fefr- 

treffes of MaJJada, Antonia^ and the towers of Phafael^ Ma* 
Put all to riamnet and others; killing all that oppofed them. They be- 
JB'O and gan next to fet fire to the palaces of Agrippa and BererAc^ 
Award, of the high-prieft AnaniaSy and of his brother ; and 

thefe two lalt, who had hid themfelves from their fury, bttng 
Choofe difeovered, were murdered without mercy. Menahemy one 
Menahem of the fons of the late JudaSy chief of the GaulomteSy had 
tfheir put himfelf at the head of the ficarii, who now called 

t&itf. themfelves zealots; and, being come XQ^erufalenty was chofen 

chief of the feditious there; but was foon after maflacred bjr 
Sueettdei them, with a grcaj number of his men. His nephew Ehazar 
^Eleazar.fucceeded him as chief ojF the zealots, and befteged the Ro~ 
mans fo ck)fe in their cafiie, that they at length capitulated, 
to retire only with their lives; which being promifed to thbm, 
Svthooo- *** eaufed them all tb be maffacred on the fpot, though it was 
Jitans fabbath ^ This treachery was cruelly retaliated on the 

hafth generdiis of Scythopolisy ex Beihjheany who had offered 

wtajpurtd. Greeks of that city to ftand by them againft their brethren, 

• > who were befieging them. • But their finctrity being unbap- 
jiily fufpefted by their townfmen, thefe obliged them to retire 
ipto foftie neiglibourfhg wood; wficre, on the* khi^d higbt, 
they canie upon them, when they were afleep, arid killed 
13000 of them, and feized upon all-their wealth « (N).- 
* “By this time the revolted Jews had carried tbejr conquefts 
..beyond Jordany and had taken the fortrefles -of Machedron and 
Cyprar}‘this laft they tafed to • the ground^ after having'put 
' ' all the Romans to the fword ; To that Cejlius Callus y who 
had hitherto kept himfelf ah idle* ^e£l;ator of all thefe mutual 
devaftations, began to think it high time to bellir himfelf. 
He marched into Judaa with a powerful army, burned all 
the towns and villages in his way, maffacred all the Jews ho 


Cefijos 

marekHts 
againft the 
rtvolters. 


Cap. 16. ^ Ibid. c. ty, 18. 


Cap. 19. 


, (N) It was on this dreadful oc- 
cauon, that* a confiderable Jew^ 
named Simony who had fignalized 
himfelf in the defence of Styibo- 
poUt againft thofe of his own na¬ 
tion, obferving what bloody re¬ 
turns the Qretks made them for 
their friendlhip, in a fit of rage 


and defpair, inftead of ftaiidiiig 
in his own defence, fell on hrs 
father, mother, wife, and cbil- 
dreh, who dung round him, and 
killed every one of them i afeef 
which, getting on.the heap of 
their de^ bodies, he run himfelf 
through with his own fword <4)1 


(4) Stlf, yod, i, U. e. 19. 


could 



C,'xi. ne .ki/iety ef 

Could come at, and came and encamped before Gibton ( 0 }| 

^uc the feaft of tabernacles. The people at Jtrufdem no 
fooner heard of hio approach, than they forfook tne folemntty, 
and, though on the fabbath, armed, thcmfelves, and came Jews ^rm 
ou.t agafnft him with foch fury, that they bid, in all likelihood, tbmfehti 
defeated him, had not his foot been timely fuccoured by his 
cavalry. He loft above five hundred men, and the ’Jews but 
twenty-twd. I’he latter having feized ail the pafics round 
about, Cejiius was forced to ftay three days near Bethoron^ 
where Agrippa joined him, and affifted him with his troops, 
his perfun, counfel, and good offices. He tried onc.e more Trtathe- 
to bring the Jews to fome temper, by fending two of his reus beha^ 
chief captains to offer them a pardon, and fome terms of viour tu 
peace; but the revolters, inftead of hearkening to their pro- bim. 
pofals, killed one of them, and wounded the other, who nar- of 
rowly efcaped with his life. This bafe a<ftion, which was thrift 69. 
highly condemned by the more moderate JewSf caufed a dif- 
fenfion between them, which CeJlius failed not to improve, 
by fallying fuddenlv agaiuft them, and purfuing them almoft 
up to Jerufalem. He ftaid three days at Scapas^ a fmall mile 
from it, to try whether their fright would make them relent; 
and then advanced towards them in order of battle on the 
thirtieth of OSiober^ and put them into fuch confternation, 
th|it they abandoned all the outer quarters of the city, and ^oreeitu 
retired into the inner cindlure near the temple. Ceflius fet 
fire to the former, and began himfelf to beliege the latter, 
and took up his head-quarters in the royal palace ^ 

Had the governor vigoroufly pufhed on the fiege, it is 
likely he might have put an effe«ual end to the fedition j but^ 
riiat finful nation was now referved for greater evils; and the 
fiege was on a fudden fhamefully raifed, at the inftigation of Ceftius 
Ibinc of Ctfiius*^ generals, whom Florus had corrupted j which 

^ Ibid. c. 20, at, & feqq. 



r (O) This city, the capital of 
the antient Gibeonites (5}, was 
diftant about fifty ftades or feven 
little miles nortn of Jerufalem, 

. fituate on an eminence, as 
its name properly imports ^6). 
J^ifbtts fays elfewhere, it was 
but forty- ftades from that me- 
tobpolis {7). ... 

Cefius*s army confifted of the 

(e) vfl. ii, f, M4. 

l7) Jmif. L vii. t, to. 


whole twelfth legion, two thou- 
fand men picked out of the other 
legions, fix cohorts of foot, four 
of horfe, befides three tboufand 
horfe and fix tfioufand foot fent 
him by Agrippa and Antioebus, 
and four thoafiind from Soemus ; 
in the whole about twenty thou- 
fand foot, and five thoufimd 
horfe. 

{SiJ SufeS. he. Hilr» 

,< . 

gave 



ewi: fl. !h 

g^ve t new Kfle to the ftdttious« They purfued him fi> bis 
camp at <?iharaffing him in the rear^ wdiilft thofe that 
jce);k the pafies attacked him in flank. Ilis army, in defpjair^ 
not being able to move forward or backward, made the mo,an« 
tains echo with their hideous cries} arid after a of four 
thoufand fbot, and four hundred horfe, and of a great part of 
their baggage, being aflifted by the intervening night on the 
eighth m November^ happily got down through the narrow 
tfeapet ftreights of Bethoron^ and efcaped *. The fewsi after this 
nvid lofj, fuccefs againft the Syrian governor, fet themfelves about the 
propereft means to carry on the war againft the Romans ; and, 
choofing feme of their braveft chiefs to command in the feveral 
cantons and fortrefles of yudaa, Jofe^us the writer of thefe 
wars, a brave JewiJh prieft, of conitderable rank, was ap^ 
pointed governor "of the two Galilees, Jafeph the fon of, 
Gorton^ and the high-prieft Ananus^ had the government of 
yerufalem \ and Eteazar, the chief of the revolters, that 
of Iduma ) foon after which they departed to take care each 
of their particular commands. All this while there reign^ 
fuch a diflenfion among the Jews^ that great numbers of the 
jews and better fort, forefeeing the fad e&ds of the Romans refent- 
Chriftians ment, fdrfook the city, as me* do a finking veflel} and the 
leave jc- Chriftians, mindful of their Saviour's warning (P), retired 
rumiein. Pella^ a fmall city on the other fide Jordan.^ in the tc- 
trarchy of Herod, whither the war did not reach * 

Whilst the new-chofen governors were putting their re* 
^e<ftive cantons in the heft pofture of defence, the fbn of 
Gorion in repairing the fortifications of Jerufalem, Jofephus 
in fortifying a vaft number of places in the upper and lower 
Galilee, and raifing of forces to the number of an hundred 
thoufand, preparing arms and ammunition, and Eleazar was 
doing the fame in Idumea } the news came to Nero of all thefft 
preparations, as well as of the ill fuccefs of Cejlius againft the 
Vefp^n Jtxus, Ve^Jian, who had already fignaHzed himfelf in Gr)'- 
fmt into Britain, being then with the emperor in Achaia, 

Judaea. nominated to march with ali f][>eed againft Judeta with a 

powerful army S. He came accordingly into Syria, gatherOt 
all his forces, and thofe of his auxiliaries, among whooi 

• Ibid. c. aj) 24< - ^ Ibid. c. 25, & feq< s Lib. iii. c. 1. 

(P) Eufehitts afliires us (8h ofthewarj andj^/t^^arffirWadds 
upon die teftimony of fome as* {9), by the miniftry of an an|^ 
dent fiithen, thtt Go o wss fent on pnrpofe to the cluirch «f 
pleafed to dired- 'diem to dui ftrt^lem^ ■ , ^ 

even before the beginning 

ft) Sip, E«d. Asdics, (9) Baref, tg, & Jeff, 

7 Airippa 



C.'XI. fhe of tbt lem. ^ 

Agrippa did not fail to tn^et him at the head of a cotiftderable Year of 
reintorcemrat of his owny whilft Titus was fent bj his father Chrift 67. 
to fetch the fifth and tenth legions from JUxandria into Ju^ 
dya It is likel/) Cejfius did not long outlive his difgrace^ 
for we hear no more of him ; and the Jews, elated at his de- 
feal^ If not alfo at his death, took it into their heads to go 
and befiege Afcolon, Antony, who commanded there, came 
out againft them, and killed ten thoufand of them j they L 
made a fecond attempt, and were furprifed in the way, and Antony, 
cut off to almoft the fame number. Niger, who headed the 
Jews, fled into a tower, to w'hich Antony fet fire, and, not 
doubting but he was burnt in it, left the place; but^ upon the 
Jews coming three days after to bury their dead, they found 
him in a cave under-ground, where he had faved himfelf from 
the flames ^ • 

t^efpajian in the very beginning of the next year, having Vefpafian 
italPlacidus to fuccour the inhabitants of Sepboris (Qj againlT enters Ju-* 
the^rwr, advanced iovtzrA% Ptolemais with Agrippa } and was dica. 
there jjined by Tttus at the head of another body of troops, 
with whom he had marched thither even in the very depth 
of winter, and came much fooner than was expedited. Theif 
whole forces, of horfe and foot, confiflcd now of upwards of 
fixty thoufand men, all excellently difciplinsd, with which 
they entered Galilee, and, having burnt Gadara, were marching 
lo befii'ge Jotapa. jofephus, now governor of that province, 
having timely notice ot it, went into that place, and defended 
it with great bravery and vigour forty-feven days, in fpite of 
all the Reman efforts and valour. It was at length taken jofapa 
by aflault about the beginning of July (R), and put to fire taken 
and fword j not one Jew cfcapcd lo carry the dreadful news, Vefpafian. 
but they were all either murdered, or made prifoners. There 

** Cap. 2, & 3. * Ibid. c. I, & feq. paflT. 

(QJ We have already obferved, markable particulars of this ob- 
that thi& city was the metropo- ftinate fiege (3), r^dicreiii the Ro¬ 
tas of Galilee, and was very con- mans were terribly peftered by 
fiderable for its firength, fitua- the valouir ami condu£t of the 
tion, bignefs, and opulence. It befieged ; and the general him- 
was now become obxtoxious to felf wounded in the heel (4). 
the revolted Jews, by reafon of This llout refiftanci occailoned 
its adherence to the Romans ; fo the great flaughter he made of 
drat it would have undergone a them, and the vail difpropor- 
Hreadfui fate, had not V^pafian tion between the number of the 
fent timely fnccours toit(i). flain, and of the prifoners, the 
(R) The reader may fee the latter being in all probability 
ftrength of this place in Jo/epbus only women and children. 

(2), with the many odrer rc- 

(l) BtlL J»d. l, 5 ii, (, {1) Ubi Ihpra, e, 7, (3) [bH, c. 8, aJ tj, 

(4) Ibuf, c. 14' 


were 



Were reckoned forty thoufand tbc former, and biit twe|j% 
hundr^ of the latter; atnoog whom was Wbo^ha<l^ 

hid himfclf in a deep cavern^ but was at length diftovered» 
and by Vtfpafian*% generous o&rs and intreaties, though much 
againft the: confenc of thofe "^ews that were with ntm (S), 
went and furrendered himfclf pnfoner to him. When he 
was brought before Vefpaftan^ the whole army crouding about 
to fee him, he was put under a guard, with a defign to be Tent 
to Ner» i which when the 'JewiJh general underlrood, be de- 
fired to have the liberty to (peak to him ; which being grant¬ 
ed, he addrefled himfclf to him in words to this efFcdb: My 
mefl'age to you, being from the God of heaven, is of much 
greater concern to you, than the difpofal of me as your pn- 
foner, or fending me to the emperor ; and, as a Jtwijh com¬ 
mander, I fhould have preferred death to this furrendcr, had it 
not been to deliver his Divine conimiHlon to you. The interval 
betweeniVioVs end, and your fucceedinghim, is To fmall, that 
I already look upon you as emperor j and your fon Titus as 
your happy fucceflor. Keep me only as your pnfoner; and, if 
you find 1 have abufed God’s name in promifing you from him 
K*pt chft the empire of the world, then punifh me with the fevereft 
prif<mtr» death. Vefpafian took him at his word, ufed him with great re- 
ipe£t and generofity ; but caufed him to be kept dole prifoner. 


ii'i 


fofephus 

Jkrrenders 

Umftlf, 


W$ fiteth 
to Velpa- 

fian. 


(S) This cavern was cut into 
the rock by the fide of a vyell, 
and well ftored with provifion ; 
and there Jofiphui found forty of 
his own men. He went out the 
firft night to fee whether there 
was any poffibility of efcaping; 
but, finding none, he refolvcd to 
abide there as long as he could. 
He was difeovered on the third 
day by a woman; and Vefpajiatt^ 
who had a great defire to fee 
him, fent him two of his tribunes 
to promife him his life and fi iend- 
Ihip. Upon his refufal to fur- 
render himfhlf, he ftnt a thud, 
named Nuanet , and an old ac¬ 
quaintance of his; Luc he re¬ 
turning likewife without him,' 
the Romans were for burning 
him and his men out of it, but 
were hindred by their btate ge¬ 
neral. 


At length finding it dangerous 
to refill any longer, he propofed 
to the reft to accept of Vtfpnjia^t 
generous offer; for which they 
upbraided him with treachery 
and bafenef, and threatened to 
kill him, if he prefumed to ftir 
out. He tried once more to re- 
monftratc to them the unlawful- 
nefs of fclf-murder, which he 
faw them now fully bent upon; 
he was forced at laft to propofe 
to them to draw lots, who fhould 
kill the next, and fo on, till the 
laft man; which being agreed to,t 
by the reft, Providence fo of''* * 
dered it, that theie were but two 
and one mores 
fo that being loth either to kill' 
him, or be killed by him, he 
length perfuaded him to a fi^- 
render, 'hhkh was accordlti^y 
done (51. 


rfii 


(c) £ft 7 t, vii JlprOf c 14. 
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' of jew«; 




a to make' fome further ule of him in his i^at 
‘ ifeitift Ae This ^recHdion of thttyewijb hiftorian 

m the kflman general is Itkewife confirmed by Suitmm * 
aod Dk Cajfnts Something like this, but. with a more 
d^adftfl proCped to the Jtivty LaStantms teUs us ", had been 
ibire'told at Rome about the fame time by the two great apoftles, Afnph^ 
Peter and Paul j the fubftance of v/hich the reader will find ef Se- 
in the following note (T). As foon as the news of yetapa*a^^^' 
being taken had reached yerufalem, the yews^ who heard ****“ 
alfo, that yofephus had been killed in it, made the greateft 
mourning and lamentations for him for a whole month ; but 
when they came to hear, that he had furrendend himielf pri- 
foner to the Romans^ they, who had till then retained a fin** 
glilar efteem and regard for him, began now to look upon 
him as a bafe betrayer of his country, and to perfecute him 
with the moft irreconcileable hatted and* difdain, of which 
they rave him many lingular proofs, as we iball fee in thn 

r ^uef. 

Whilst Vefpajian was befieging yotapa^ Trajan (U) had 

^ I Id.ibid.cap. 12, 13, & 14. * Inirit. Vefpaf. ® Lib. lx. 

; ^ Lib. IV. c. 21. Vid. UssER. fub an. Chr. 67. 

■''' , • 

(T) That Goo Ihould in a to the records of both caftem and 
r little ^iine fend a prince againll weftern churches, fuifered mar.. 

that Ihoold overcome tyrdom on tile twenty-ninth of 
and level their metropolis june^ the lad day of which 
With the ground : that, during month falls within the reign of 
the liege of it, they Aiould pine Nero (6); and an antient father 
with hunger and thirft, even to affirms, diac the day of St. Paul's 
the eating of one another : that death was more certainly known 
after it was taken, they Ihould fee than that of Alexander the Great* 
their women gnevoully torment- (7} ; and Dionyfius bilhop of Co- 
ed before their eyes, their vir- rint^ tells us, that Sc. Pefi r fuf> 
gins deflowered, their young fered death on the fame day (8). 
pien torn afunder, and their St./’Wwas beheaded; but St. 
babes dalhed in pieces, them- was, according to our Saviour’s 

felves reduced to the loweft mi- predi^on(9), crucified, but with 
feTy, thdr country wafted with his head downward, ai his own 
fire and fword, and the whole defirc, and out of re^peCt to his 
Dftbn banifhed out of their Divine Mailer (i). 

9 rx land, becaufe they had.ex- (U) Probably the fame, who 
‘“^tbmfelves above themoft was afterwards emperor, hut at 

ds and approved Son of prefent only colond of one of > 
Job, ^ ^ the legions. 

' Th^ two apofiies, accordiisg 

( 5 ) ennai, fult an, Chr, 67 . {f) Hwml, in % Carmth, af, ami, 

(8) Af. Enjth, ted, ivfi, t, n. t, 24. (s) John xx{. & ftp (0 

emm m Gtn, ttm, ih. Fid, Eufti, uhilupra, I, id. t, i, 

X. U tt bwft 
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Jofiu, been fent to form that of Japha^ in the neighbourhood, and 
and other took it on the twentieth of fune^ but complimented young 
cit'es^ Titus with the honour of it, who came accordingly upon the 
taAen. aflault. Upon their entering the place, the Japhians 

held out a bloody and bbftinate ftreet-fight during fix whole 
hoard ; but, being at length overpowered, all the men were 
put CO t!ie fword, ^nd the women and children carried away 
Samari- pi ifnneit. o A week after, thit Samaritans, who had aiTem* 
tarii de- bled upon mount Garizzim, with a defign of defending them- 

feaied. f I c?, having been cl )fely blocked up by Cerealis, at the 

head of a Roman det. chment, were ready to perifli for want 
of water. Many of them fuft’ered thcinfelves to die with 
thirll i and thofe who reiufed to furrender, were all butchered 
Jr: r«'i to a man p. 'Joppa, wliich had been lately laid wafte by 
iuhen. Cejiius, being .igaiiii ri-peopled bv a great number of feditious 
Jtws, who infelfed the countries about, Vcfpafian fent fome 
tii.ops to take it, which they foon atchieved. Above four 
thoufand Jevo^ endeavoiuing to efeape the ntafTacre, by be¬ 
taking thenilelves to their flops, a fudden tempeft drove them 
ha. k, fo that they were all either drowned, or put to the 
fw id. Taf itbea ami Itberias were taken next (V): the 
former of thefe, being fituate on an eminence, «nd by the lake 
of Gemiezareth, was befieged by land and w'ater, and made a 
defperate defence, till a difleniion happened within ; which 
being overheaid by Titus, who commanded at the liege, tha 
town was taken by ftorm, and all the feditious condemned, 
to die 

Gsnlee Af'I'fr the redu£Hon of thofe twoplice.s, all* the other 
reduced. Cities of CalHee fubmitted themfclves to the Romans, except 
thofe of Gifchala and Gamala, and the mountain of Jtai^r 
Againft Gamala, which was fituate over-againfl: Ta- 

richea. 


® Bell. Jud. ubi fupra, c. ix. •* Ibid. c. 12. ^ Ibid, 

c. 15, Sc leq. 


(V) Thefe two cities belonged 
to 'igtipM, ba: had revolted; 
the laticr was divided ; feme of 
the Ciiiz.i.u?, being for peace, 
were oppoled by tl e feditious 
party. Vjpcjtav fent fome offi¬ 
cers to perfuade them to fubmit; 
hi!! they were driven b;ick, and 
forced to flee for their lives j for 
wiiich h.’ would liave burnt the 

(i) Bell, !, Li, f, i6» 


city; but the peaceable citizens 
iiaving repreiented tneir cafe to 
Agrippa, he interceded for them, 
and obtained tneii pardon (2}. 

(W) The fame with .hahor, 
fpokfen of in a former volume 
{3), with a Ijpacious plain near 
tw'enty ftade.s in fquare on the 
top, with a city of the fame 
name upon it. I'he area was en< 

(3) Vd, ii, />. 401, 6? 

compafTed 
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richea, on the fame lake, J^rippa having in vaiji carried on 
a flege of near feven months, the Romans were forced to cunie 
and affift him. He tried, however, by a fet fpeech ro perfuade 
then! to furrender, before they were reduced to gi carer 
ftreights. The only anfwer they made him was with ftones Agrippa 
from their engines, one of which wounded him in the arm. infultrd 
The Romans^ provoked to b<5hoJd the little regard which thofc beforeOx-^ 
wretches paid to their monarch, made fuch a liefperate affau t mala, 
againft them, that they had got pofl'clfion of the town ; but, Romans 
being inferior in number, they were foon driven out of it with 
contidcrable lofs. The afl'ault was renewed with greater fury, 
and as oblUnately oppofed by the befieged, who init the Ro¬ 
man courage and ftrengtii to tlie fevereft proof they had as 
yet felt. At length three flout Romans having btaten down 7he ptoph 
one of the towers, the army entered in*at the hr ach, put tu ike 
put all they met to the fword, to the nifmbcr of four 
fand. But a much greater number pcnflicd by their own 
hands, flinging themfelves down from the rocks, walls, and 
by other violent means. During this flege Placulus was fem Itibyr 
to take Itahyt\ mentioned in the laft note. lie went, ami taken. 
drew the "Jews down into the plain by a pretended flight, 
faced about, and defeated them, and got pofllfiion of the 
mountain ^ 

Aftkr this flout fiegc was over, Vefpcjlan font his fon Oifehah 
^ithus to form that of Gtfchala ; and this lafl, who was now hfici«d. 
beginning to relent at the great flaughrer made at Gamala, 
earneft}'' exhorted them to pre\ent, bv a timely furrciidei, 
involving fliemfelves in the fame fate. The citi:£eiis w-'e in¬ 
clinable enough to take his advice ; but a fcditi&us jt:o of 
that town, named John, the f.-n of Lev:, he.ad of the faiiion, 
and a vile fellow, oppofed it, and, having the mob .at his heck, John of 
overawed the whole city. That d.ay being the fabbath, this f'dchala 
wretch begged of Titns to forbear hoftilitics till the morrow, 
and then lie would accept of his ofl'er ; but inftcad of that fled 
to fervfalem^ wlieru he committed an infinite deal of mifehief. 

On the morrow the citizens came and furrcndcred themfelves, 

Ibid. 1. iv. c. I, & feq, 

* » 

compafled with a large wall, during all this war, but kept con- 
built by 'Jof phas in about forty flant to their fubjedtion to the 
days ( 4 ). Romans; fo that Gamala and 

.-As for the town of Sepheris, Gif ala were the two laft towns 
which was extremely rich and in Galilee xo be reduced. * 
ftrong, it never once rebelled 


(4) Bell. fud. t. tv. e. 2. 

u 


and 
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and told the Roman genera) of John's flight, begging of him, 
that he would fpare the guiUlefs, and pundh tile fa^lious alone f 
which he readily confented to, and only fent fome of his 
hoi fe after the fugitives. But John liad reached Jerufalm^ 
before they could overtake him ; they killed, however, near 
iix thoufind of his followers on the road, and brought back 
three thoufand women and children prifoners. The taking 
and garifoning of this laft place completed the,conquefl; of 
Galilee^ and 77/«r rejoined bis fatlier at Ceejarea^ where they 
gave their troops fome refpite before they w'ent to befiege 
Jcmfalem *. 

7 wo far- 7 HE JewiJ}) nation by this time was divided into two vciy 
r/fj lAif Ju-oppolite parties: the one, forefeeing, that this war, if con- 
d^a. tinned, niufl: end in the total ruin ot their country, were for 
putting an cfl'edual i:nd to it, by a fpcedy fubniiflion to the 
Romans : the othcr^ which was the fpawn of the Gaulonitijh 
inci'iidiary, and breathed nothing but war, confufioii, and 
cruelty, oppofed all peaceable mtaforcs with an invincible ob- 
y/fiinacy. 7'his ptrty, which was by far the more numerous 
ter of the and poweifil, confoLd of men of the vileft and mofl profl- 
z.eals!s. gate ciurailer that ever hi (lory could parallel. They were 
proud, ambitious, cruel, rapacious, and committed the moft 
horrid and unnatural crimes, under pretence of religion. In 
a worn, if Jofephus's charadfer of them may be credited, 
they aded more like incarnate devils, than like men, who 
had any fenfo left of goodnefs and humanity (X). 7'his 
obliged the contrary party to rile up Jikewife in arms in their 

* Ibid. c. 4. 

(X) They covered, however, foreign authority, or periflied in 
theirhellilh brutality with thefpe- the attempt {5). 
cious title of zeal for the glory This dreadful dilTenfion was not 

of God, affirming every-where, confined to JerufaUtn^ but had 
that it was offering the greatell infefted all the cities, towns, and 
dilhonour to him, to 1‘ubrnit to villages ofEvenhoufes 
any earthly potentate, much more and families were fo divided a- 
to Romans and heathens; and gainit each otticr, that, as our 
that this was the only motive Savionr had exprefly foretold 
that induced them to take up in the dreadfo! pidure he made 
arms, and to bind themfelves of this final war (6), a man*$ 
under the ftrideil: obligations, greafeft enemies were often thofe 
not to lay them down, till tliey of his own family and houlhold 
bad either totally extirpated ail (7). 

(t;) Be//. JuJ. /. iv. e. 6. Gf /. v, e, s, fif. (6} MuttRiCxW.pajf. 

Mark XJii. l.hke xxi, 5, fifyif. (y^ Mattb. x. 36. Luke Xii. feq. 


own 
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own defence againft thofe helNhoundsy from whom, however, 
they futt'ered unfpeakably more, than they did even from the 
exafperated Ronii-fjs, as we (haii foon fee. 

The zealots began to exercife their cruelty in robbing, 
plundering, and maifacring all that oppof*™*! them in the coun¬ 
tries round about; after which they calily entered f otifahm 
with Zechariah and Eleaxar at their head, flere they w-ere, 
at firft, ftrenuoufly oppofed by th,ij late high-prieft Ananus 
(Y), whofe zeal upon this occafion Jofephus highly consi- 
iiicnds. T'hat pontift* made a pathetic fpeech to the people, 
exhorting them to take up arms againft thofe factious villain , 
who had by this time feized upon the temple, and made it their 
garifon, from which they rallied out to commit the vileft 
outrages and butch ::ics. He cafdy pcrfiiuded them to f.-How 
his advice.; upon which they went and armed themf lvo., 
and returned in « ftrtmg body, and made a vigorous ati.u k 
againft them. 7’he engagement w’-is fierce and obftin ite on 
both fidcs, and lafted a con fid era ble time. At Icr.gih, Aminm 
forced them out of the outer cinc^hure of the temple, wlii’ncc 
th«'y retired into the inner, wlure he held them t lof ly be- 
liegcd. W': have luely tikon notice of a vile demaoogue, 
fahn oi (i'ljchahi^ w ho liad fled lately from this Kill |j!a( u n. 
'Jerufakin* and was at the head of tlie feditious : tins wrctcii, 
under prefence of taking the intereft of the peaceable partv, 
?iras uClually betraying them to the zealots \ A/hi):tu, not 
fufpecting his treachery, fent him to offer the befieged feme 
fair terms of accommodation ; inftcad of which, when he 


Their hor¬ 
rid butch¬ 
eries. 

Year of 
Chr. 70 . 

,.'‘ ‘,'d 

tuc late 

higb- 

f:iefi. 


fuhn of 

(.•r 

Ci'Kiil’j 

treat berj. 


' Ibid. 1. iv. c. 5 , 6 . 


(Y) He had been depofed 
about fix years before, as we have 
already feen, and fucceeded by 
feveral others. Matthias the foil 
of ThetphiJus was now in that 
dignity, to which he had been 
raifed a year or two before by 
king Agrippa ( 8 ); but the fedi¬ 
tious in the temple took it into 
their heads to choofe another in 
his ftead^ which they did by 
calling lots firft for the twenty- 
fonr dafies, in wluch the twelfth 
was taken, and in that, upon one 
PhamidSy a man wholly unfit for 
it, and whom they were forced 


to leach the manner of perform¬ 
ing his office. 

This unprecedented boldnefs, 
joined to their maflacres, and 
other pollutions of the temple, 
and even of the very fanduary, 
gave fuch offence, not to the 
prieils only, but to all the reli¬ 
gious Je^vs, that they fougiit 
from that time for fome means 
of ridding themfelves of their 
tyranny, while the zealots crew 
maifle a jeft of them, and of every 
thing chat was facred, ferious, 
or humane. 


( 8 } Btllf yud, t. iv. e. ult. 

Uu 3 


came 
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h vfte the cime to them, he penuadtd them to hold out, and xall the 
Idumtai s Idtftncans to tlieit affiftance (Z) 

Ov’ that very night there happened fuch a dreadful ilorm^ 
acompanicd viith thunder and lightning, and a violent earth¬ 
quake, tlat the 7 ('alots from within the inner court fawed 
th^ li )hs and hinges ot the temple-gates, without being heard, 
fi rcta the gua’-Js of the bcfiegeis, (allied into the city, 
Jlontii and let in the Iliwieans Thefe two parties, thus joined 
h tc/It ef a ,j ffrengthened, beg.n to commit the moft hornJ butcheries 
commuted oppofite fide. Birely to put them to an) fjetdv death, 

tvas wnal they thought too mdd a punilhment, they muft 
Iiave the pie fuie to murd r them by inches, fo that they 
mide It now their diverfiun to put them to the moft exquiiite 
toitures that could be invented , neither could the> be pre¬ 
vailed upon to difpatch them, till the violence of their torments 
h d undtred them cpii e incapible of feeling th<m. Twelve 
Anmus thoufand perfons of hoble extradhon, and in the flower of their 
cW jefus vvtre butchered in that horrid mmner, and among them 
miJDaaed brave (A), and the fon of Gamaliel^ who 

Iiad fo nobly oppoftd them In i wi rd, the zcil its fuiy and 
cruelty were grown to fuch an height, th it the whoU nation 
trembled at then ver) name , none dared bw- fetn or Jie^id to 
veep or cry for the murder of their neaieft reli/ions, nor 
even to givt them burial *. 

I HF IdumLors at length inveighing ag.unft the maflaering 
fuch nimbcis ot worth) perfons indifciiminatel), the zealots 
began to fet up a kind of court of judicatuic, to judge thofe 
thw.y Ihould think gailt), with lome fticw of jutticc. Zechu^ 

“ Cap 7 * Lib V c I. 


(Z) They did fo, and procu¬ 
red twenty ihoufind of them to 
come to their ichef, but whti 
thefe approached the mctropolii. 
Ah I itfufvd th n entrance, 
and exhoitcdtjiein in a civil and 
fnendi) mannci to retire into 
their own coantry, at whieli 
the) were fc exafpeiated, that 
they accuf d him of being m the 
in mtcrcl*^, and j a going to 
betiay the city to them They 
fat down befoie the walls for 
1 h It da), threatening Ananus and 
f fus the fon of Gamabel^ an- 
oil cr dtpofed high prjeft, in the 

r9} Itid. 


feverefl ten . , if they did not 
open their giics to them ( 9 ) 

{^) We have obferved clfe- 
where, that he was the fon of 
Annat mentioned m the gofpel * 
It wa. that caufed St James 
to be erfl down from the bat¬ 
tlements of the temple, and 
to be put to death, in other 
cafes, he was a brave man, and 
the ot>ly pel fon, almofl, who had 
courage and conduct enough left 
to flein the tide, and to reftore 
peace to the nation, and it was 
for this reafon that the zealots 
cut him off. 
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riah tiie Ton of Baruch (B) was one or c le firft who was 
brought before this mociv. court, which conJitted of <tventy- 
two perfons. They brought a difmal catalo^rue t f a* uf^tions 
againft him, whu-h he nut onw rckllcd with guu caic and 
plainntfs, but reminded them of thcir own black and hcllifh 
crimes with fu h noble courig«*, and ir* 'j h Indy col(»urs, 
that the eunlciournef^ of tiuir guile rnde them pionoun e 
him innocent; at which the /ealois were fo exafpeiat d, 'ha. Zecha< 
they murd<‘r<.d him on the fpot, bid i ig 1 m it the fame time n h wi/r- 
take thit aoiolution at rii** r lun 1 , whah would pt(r0. rd m 
furer to him than that of his j Ig s , alter whch xhc'f the tmple, 
drove out of then feats, as perfons uiihc for their pur> 
pale (C) 

(B) This brave and w'oithy we fliall not enter into the merit 
pafoii Is by many Chnfhan com of the cbuiuvciiy, o it lefer 
mentators fiippoied tne laine oai rtadcro to tliolc u lo have 
With the Zithinab the fon of wimen upon i% and whicli tne 
Bmacbiab^ laid by oui Savmur reader will find at the bot.om 
to have been murdeied bctAtcn of ilicpige(^' 
the temple and the altar i) It (C) 1 hty threw the body of 
is, indeed, objtrted, that he 7 cb nab out ol tiii itii p’c 
fpeakb there of him, as of a down into the deep caM.) tnic 
perfon lon^ fintc put to death , was by the fide of it, a i me 
but it IS replied, tint he Ip ike I ■’uni a s, aihanitd to aa rny 
5)rophctically, and according to longer in conceit mth 1 h 
the piophetic llyle, made ufe of bloodj ahafiuis>, retiicd mtoihcir 
the prefent for the future And own countiy, after having ftt at 
it mull bf owned, that unlcfs liberty two thoufanJ piiionei , 
thefe two hiiloi am fpeak of the and left the zcalc- to itign 
fameperlon, It will be difficult to in then crucl'its wuhout an/ 
find out the mentioned further ufti int horn thi', 

in the gofpel, the Lift of thofe t*iuc thefe bio dy hell hounds, 
juft perfons, the fliedding of who weie glad at heart to fee 
whofe blood was to fill up the then backs tuintd upon them, 
meafure of the Jc tj iniquities; gave themftlves a bole to all 
unlefs we fuppofe him, with Mr manner of b irbaritics, and as 
Butket and others, to bt the lame nothing rtiidtrcd a man more 
which lb mentioned in the Old dreadful to them than tne bare 
Teftametit (2), and is called rlieie fulpi ion of his being honeft or 
the fon of Jihoiada the pneft, virtuous, fo thi v maderhegreat- 
and was adually murdered in the cil liavock amoi ^ all who had 
temple by order of the un- the baft pretence to that ch4‘* 
g^eful king JeaJh. However, raAcr (4}. 

(j) xxtu* 3S< J " xKiv. 20, ai. Sf iv. 14', 

Cf (V}. (?) WiJ Cut Hamm laCkrtf Bttea, T m L,/leDfUf 3f 

Fairtf jd^rr, /y, T, not, tit Ft ttvang, ^»tti< Cuimet, i» vae, Buth, in M 
TUpu. 3., ^ af, (4) Hid, 

Vu4 


TH£HI 
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Their rage did not ftop there; but, after havingbutcheUrl^ 
all the perfons of any djftindion or charafler, th^ begki t0 
wreak It on the common people. It was a capita cnme tia 
have once feemed to oj^fe them ; to be ina^ive, was to be 
a fpy on them; not to applaud their vileft a£lions, was to 
be aUaiFe£led ; and to be either rich, or rufpe^ted to be fo, 
or even having the misfortune of being diiliked by them, waa 
crime enough to deferve death This obliged many of the 
ynus to forfake Jerufalem^ and take fhtiter under the Rs* 
though the gates and avenues of the city Weie fo clofely 
guarded, that it was extremely hazardous to retire to them ; 
and as niany as were caught doing fo, were put to immediate 
death All this while Fefpajian, who was at Cafarea^ re¬ 
mained a kind of idle fpe^tacur afar off of the difmal condition 
of the JewiJh nation. His officers, amazed at this fo unufual 
in<>^ton, took the liberty to remind him, what pity it was 
he (hould thus neglc£): the inoft favourable opportuni^ of 
Vefpafian making himfelf mafter of Jerufalem^ and all Paltejiine, Vypa- 
fiajt at had a longer head than ibey, foon made them fenuble, 

Cxfarea. 1^,5 continuing thus idle in Cafarea was the moft pro¬ 
bable means of em^iSling the conqueft they were fpeak- 
ing of, with the leaft diffituity, and hazard of his own troops; 
fince the JewtJh ftrength dwindled daily more and, more by 
their inteftine broils and maflacres, whilfi his own men, after 
enj^mg fo long a rcfiefhment, would be the better able to, 
Crum them into fubmiffion or deaths, yofephus mentions 
this fpeech of the Roman general as prophetical } and, indeed, 
whoever reads the eleventh and following chapters of Zecha- 
ria^ will be apt to think, that he took his meafures from 
them. 

Vbtzta- Every thing fucceeded to his wifh. The zealots, after 
hts it~ having malTacred, or driven away, the oppufite party, began 
. into to turn their bloody fwords againft each other, yohn of 
two fa- Gifchaht a wretch of unparalleled ambition, could not brook, 

fhould fiiare the command with him; and, in order 
to make himfelf abfolute, drew the moft profligate of the 
zealots into his party. The other chiefs, who oppofed him 
with no fmall heat, made another fadion; fo that they were 
ever either fkirmifhing with each other, or plundering the poor 
remains of the people. Wbilft things went thus on from bad 
to worfe in the city, there arofe a new gang of ficarii in the 
country, who, having feized the ftrohg fortrefs of Maffada^, 
made it their place of retreat. Tbefe (dundered, burned and 
Simon maflacred every-where, and canied their plunder into that 

thojita ^ Ae fbn of Gorias, 

rtif 


^ Ibid, in fin. 


y Ibid, c. a. 



jgraa. 

aifjbpUy ambitbus youjie niafi> a native of Gtlafa^ v^io, to 
* jncreafe his party, cauied a proclamation tq be dirperCed, in 
which he promifed liberty to all the Haves, and proportionsd>le 
encourwements to all the freemen, that (hould come over to 
him. This Hratagem had the delired eifedl; and he faw his 
party in a very little time fwelled into a confiderable army, 
and himrclf refpe&ed and obeyed, as if he had been a tnon> 
arch. Many Jews of diiltn^ion. as well as others of a 
meaner rank, were glad thus to put themfelves under his pro- 
tedlion from the cruelty of the other parties^. 

Whilst thefe things were tranfa^ing mjudaa, ^irrs, NeroV 
having been declared an enemy to Rme by the fenate, left death. 
both it and the world to avoid the more fhameful punifhment of 
decreed againft him as (hall be further (hewn in the Roman Chrillyi. 
hiftory. Vefpajiany who was yet ignorant of it, and did not 
wholly credit Jofephus^s predu^ion of bis becoming emperor, 
was making great preparations againfl; the*revolted Jews^ and 
for the (iege of Jerufalem^ whilft Simony at the head of a 
great army, was making war againfl the zealots. Thefe laft, 
having notice what great ipagav^tncs of arms and ammunition 
Simon had got, in order to come and inveft them, begin 
to think it high time to try to difperfe his forces by a vi¬ 
gorous Tally. They did fo, and were defeated, and put to 
flight i but SimoKy not thinking himfelf flrong eiioiigfi yet to 
ijeiiege Jerufalemy went to invade Idumeay with an army of fdnmea 
twenty thoufand men. The Idumeans marched againft him *'’'^ded 
with twenty-ilve thoufand, which was all they could get in ^ Simon, 
that (horjt time. A fierce battle enfued, which Uflcd from 
morning till night, by which time it could fcarcely be guefied 
which fide had got the better. But Simon found means foon Betretptd 
after to have that country betrayed to him by a tieacherous^^'^^- 
Idumean (D), who, having got me command of their foices, 

* Ibid. c. 3, 8 c feq. * Sueton. in Neron. c. 40. Tacit. 
hift. 1. i. 


(D) This mifereant, whofe 
name was Jamsy was one of the 
Idumtan chiefs, and was lent by 
the reft to reconnoitre the ene> 
my, and know the number of 
thdr forces. He fet ontr from 
the Idmuetn camp at Okuray and 
privately agreed with Sitma to 
delivtf op the army and country 
lo lum, on condition helhoald 


be treated with honour; which 
being pronufed, he returned to 
his camp, and there reprefented 
the enemy’s army aS vaftly more 
numerous and ftrong than it 
really was; by which means he 
eaiily obtained the command, 
and compared his treacherous 
defign(y). 


(5) attijui. /.vii.r.7. 


delivered 
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delivered them up to him, ai had been agreed between them. 
futtofireSimn put all to fire and fword, and, b/ the conqueft of 
andfmrd. that province, b.’came more dreadful than ever to the xecdots ; 
who from that tiipe did not care to come out agai-ift hina, 

- but contented tbemfelves with laying amouihes ag^infi: liim in 
all the pafles; in one of which they took his wife pnfoner. 
They were on the fudden ftrangelv elated at their fucrefs, 
not doubting but they fhould now eafily force him to lay down 
his arms, in order to get her rcleafed to him. But it hippened 
quite otherwife ; for Simon no fooner heard the news, than 
he ported with his army to the very gates of Jerufidcm^ whne 
he committed fuch cruelties, and threatened the enemy into 
fuch a fright, that they were glad to fend him his wife again; 
after which he left them, to go and ruin the fad rem uns of 
Ahavion- Humea. Thefe miferablc wretclieh, feeing the devaftutions 
ed by the butcheries which he committed there, left the country 
inhabit' to Ills mercy, and went to take fiielter at Jerufalem ; but 
ants. were purfued by his troops to the very walls of that metro-' 

polis b. . . . A • 

Turs Simon without^ and yohn within, feemed to ftrive 
which /hould outdo the other in cruelties, and in the moft 
unheard-of crimes j whilft thofe that fell into cither hands 
were fure to be butchered without mercy; infoniuch that 
John de~ there was now no fafe place either in city or country. Jt>hn 
fentedhy hitherto tyrannized within at the head of his blood-hounds* 
Idu- uncommon fuccefs, when thewho were left in 
means, the city, and were of his party, not being longer able to bear 
his tyranny, revolted againfthim, killed a great number of his 
men, plundered his palace (E), and forced him to retire into 
the temple. In the mean time, the people, having taken a 
notion, that he would fally out in the night, and fet fire to 
the city, called a council, in which th y pitched upon a r^ 
medy far woifc than the difeafe j whn-h was, to open the 
citV'gates, and let in Simon with his troops, to oppofe thofe ot 
John and his zealots. Matthias^ the then high'pneft, againft 

b Bell. Jud. ubi fupra, c. 7 . 


(E) This pidace had. it feems, 
been built there by the princefs 
(irapta, coufm to Ixai s king of 
Adiabenft of whom we have had 
occafwn to fpcak in a former 
cbipter (6). 

As ior the horrid crimes and 
( 6 ) See btfireff, 164 , 


beftialities of the zealots within, 
as well as of Simon without, they 
are of Jo ftiocking a nature, fhat 
we lhall pafs them in filence. 
Thofe that can read them with¬ 
out horror may fee them in thi|^ 
Jcwijh hiftorian ( 7 ). 

( 7 ) f' 7t 9* 

whom 
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whom tbefe laft had Cet up an obfcure prteft into that dignity, 
promoted the defign, without troubling himfelf about the 
confequences, and was fent to acquaint Simon with it. Simon Simon ad* 
was accordingly admitted into the city, where his chief care mitttdinto 
now was to render his ftrength as great, and authority as ab- the city. 
folute, as he could. To this end be Juutced indifferently on 
thofe that had invited him in, and thofc againft whom he was 
called, and foon began to exert hU authority againft them 
equally, though the former had received him with great ho* 
hours, and univerfal acclamations, as their future deliverer. 

But ingratitude and breach of faith were crimes of too light a Hit horrid 
nature to fcare a wretch that had difearded all natural and ingrati* 
civil virtues, to abandon himfelf to the moft monftri>iis vi -es. tude. 

He made, however, a bold aflault againfl: "Johnj and his party ; 
but, being as floutly repulfed, he contented himfelf for the 
prefent with keeping them clofely belieged in the trmplec. 

The Romans^ on the other hand, had not ftood idle all Gadara 
this laft year ; but, being invited by the Inhabitants of Gadara^f^rren- 
one of the ftrongeft places on that fnle fordan^ had fent Pla~ dered. 
cldut to take pofl’effion of it. He was 1‘orced to fight his way 
through fcveral flout bodies of the fadtio.us, who oppofed him. 

He killed about fifteen thoufand of them, as they were en- Faffiotts 
dcavouring to oafs that river, befides a great number of others, jews^rtMt 
whom he defeated at feveral encounters, and many more made 6* Placi- 
^M'ifoners. In a word, Plaiidus beftirred himfelf fo well, 
that he foon reduced all that part of Jtidaa which lies on the 
eaft-fide of the Jordan^ except the caftle of Machtsron. All 
this was ^one in the winter.. In the beginning of the fpring 

on maxchoA out of Cafarea, and penetrated near half Idumea 
of Idumea^ plundering and burning every place he came 'wafied. 
through, except fuch as he thought expedient to leave with a 
Roman garifon, to keep the country in awc*^. 

Some months before this time, P'cfpafian received .the Galbay^* 
news of Nero*s death, and of Galba's being chofen his fuc* ceedt 
ceftbr i upon which he immediately difpatched his fon Titus Nero, 
to Rome^ to compliment the new cmpeior, and to receive his andjlain, 
orders concerning the reduction of judaa. Agrippa defired 
to bear him company ; but the winter not being quite over, 
and their ftiips being of a large bulk, they failed fo (lowly, 
tjiat they were got no farther than Achata, when they re¬ 
ceived the news of Galba*s being murdered, after a feven 
months reign, and Otho*a being proclaimed in his room. Otho pro- 
jfgrippa relolvcd to continue his^ voyage; but Titus, as by eiabned. 
ipme divine impulfe, was now come back to rejoin his father ‘ 
at Cafarea, whither hs was returned after his Idutnean expe- 

« |bid. c. 9. t Ibi^, c 3. 

di^ion. 



Year of dition*. They Idt Cafarea oa the fifth of and ^ 
Cbrill 72. their army towards Jeritfahm, and took every phice in their 
V./"vO way fiiither, except Hen£m^ MaAorWy and whilft 

CertaliSi one of their chief generals, with a confiderable 
body of troops, was laying walte the upper Idumea. 

Whilst Judeea was tfwis miferably torn with a foreign, 
and with their inteftine wars, the Roman empire was in as 
bad a plight' with their own. We fhall not anticipate on the 
Roman hiftory fo far as to enter into the particulars of the mur¬ 
der of Galba^ Otho^ and Vitelliui. Suetonius f compares Rome 
to a veil'd toiTed about by contrary winds, and ready at every 
Vefpafian moment to fink, when Vefpafian was happily chofen emperor, 
ehojen m- and ireftored a calm to the empire. Jofephus now reaped the 
peror. benefit of his former predi< 5 tions ; and that emperor, recalling 
Jofephus them to mind, thought, it high time now not only to give 
fet at li- him his liberty, but recompenfe him for his faithfulnefs to him 
herty. ^jth many fignal favours * (F). As foon as F^pajian bad re¬ 
ceived the news, that bis election had been coniumed at Rome^ 
he left the heft of his troops with his fon with orders 
to go and bcfiegc Jerufalem^ and to deftroy it utterly j after 
which he prepared himfelf to return to the capital of his em¬ 
pire. 

^hree . All this while the Jewifl) difrenfions increafed, and Elea- 
faStions in zar the fon of another Simon^ a perfon of the facerdotal order, 
Jerufe- and of great fenfe and courage, found means to form a new'' 
1 cm. party, and to draw a confiderable number of John of Gifchala*a 

* Tacit. Sueton. obi fupra. Bell. Jud. ubi fupra, c.^S, & fcq. 

^ In vit. Vefpaf. ® Ubi fupra, c. 12. 


(F) VefpafiaH was then at Be- 
rytusy where vaft numbers of em- 
baffadoTs came crouding to com¬ 
pliment him on his election, and 
to (^er him the ufual crowns, 
and letters of fubmiffion. Here 
he held a grand council, wherein 
having highly extolled the cou¬ 
rage of the JenuiJh chief, he re¬ 
lated to thenf how he had fore¬ 
told his coming to the empire, 
even during JVisra^s life. 

TifVas, who was there prd’dnt, 
and had conceived a great efteem 
for him, declared that it would 
be an B^ion worthy his go0daerB 


and juilice to grant him his li- 
,berty, to knock off his fetters, 
and to reftore him to the rank 
and condition which he enjoyed 
before his captivity. It bdng< 
the Cttilom of the Romans to 
break the bonds of thofe who- 
had been unjuftly detained in, 
them, Vefpafian approved his 
propofal, and caufed it to be put. 
in execution out of hand; and 
Jofephus not only gained his li- 
b»ty Iw it, but got the reputa¬ 
tion or a prophet, and was in 
high credit in ^tRomnaxmy 
eV«f after (*8). 


(8). 'StU. Jni, i, vi. n a. 


men 
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men to hiin» under pretence that this laft was become fo in- Bleaur 
human and tyrannical, that it was dangerous to let him lord fMies m- 
it any longer over them. With this new party he feized on firimgpa^ 
the court of the prieib, and confined yohn in that of the (X agoing 
JfratlitiS, EUazar kept the avenues fu well guarded, that 
none were admitted to come into that part of the temple, 
but thofe who came thither to offer (acnfices; and it was by 
thefe offerings chiefiy, that he maintained himfelf and his men. 

Jobn^ by this means, found himfelf hemmed in by two power¬ 
ful enemies, Eleazar above (G), and Simon, who was mafter 
of the city, below. He defended himfelf againft the former 
by his engines (H), out of which he kept ftill throwing of 
{(ones into his court \ and when he fallied out againff the 
latter, he fet ail on fire, where-ever he could reach, by which 
he deffroyed great quantities of corn, and other provifions, 
with which they might otherwife have held out a fiege feveral 
years. Thus were thefe three fadions ever watching alt ad¬ 
vantages againft each other. Simon bad the greateft number Their (»it~ 
of troops, and a ftore of arms and provifions, his army con- dttim and 
fiffing of ten thoufand zedots, and five thoufand Idumeam j advanta^ 
but he was the muff dlfadvantageoufly fituated of the three. 

John had the advantai^e over him in this laff refpeiff, but had 
only fix thoufand men, and was forced to get provifions for 
^hem by his conffanc failles. He was fuperior to Eleazar in 

(G) We have formerly ob- court, foon put the timber to 

ferved in our defenption of this other ufes, and caufed towers, 
ffarcly building, tliat the inner- and other engines, to be made 
moft court wai raued confider- with it, m order to befiege his 
ably above the reff, having a ter- competitor within; and indeed 
race and nineteen ffeps to afeend he ceafed not harafi^g him, but 
to the area of it (g). whilff he was forced to defend 

(H) yohn bad luckily found himfelf againft Simon, who be- 
a great quantity of large cedar- fieged him from without. The 
trees, which king Agrippa had flight of fteps and terrace, men- 
caufed to be brought from Leba^ tioned in the laft note, not per- 
nus at a vaft charge, to raife the mittmg him to bring his towers 
temple twenty cubits higher than near enough to the wall of the 
it was, or, perhaps, that part inner cinfture, he was projefling 
which we obferved in the note to have removed them towards 

, liift quoted, to have been funk the weftern fide, where the 
that number of cubits, thfough ground wa^ all pl^ 3 but Pro- 
the weaknefs of the foundation; vidOnce fo ordered it, that Titns 
bat his projeft was fet afide by begon the fiege of the di^ be- 
reafon of the war. fore he could compafs it, which 

John, having poffeffion of dus made him fet his |mded afide. 

(S) Set btjm, p, 43 *> 


number 
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number of men; this hil having but about two thoufand four 
hundred. But he was more ftrongly iltuated, and was con* 
tinually fupplied with provifions, by tlw offerings which the 
people conftantly brought to the temple, and which they 
often abufcd by luxury and drunkennefs 
Titus’j This was the fad diftradled ftate of ’JerufaUnty when Titui 
army and marched his army againft it. He had, belides the three Ic- 
allie$, gions which had ferved under his father, the fifth legion, 
which had been fo roughly handled by the Jews in Cejim^s 
time, and now burned with a defire of revenge. Befides 
tbefe, Jgrippay Soemus^ and Animhus (the two former of 
whom accompanied him in pcrfon), and fome allied cities, 
had furnifhed him with twenty regiments of foot, and eight 
of horfe, bei'ides vaft multitudes of Arabs^ and a choice num¬ 
ber of pcrfons of di/linflion from Italy^ and other places, 
who came to fignali:^e theinfelves under his ftandards. Titus 
ordered the fifth legion to take the road of Emmaus^ the 
tenth that of Jericooy the other two legions marched after 
him in the order, which the reader will find in the following 
note* (i). It was now the beginning of Aprils and near the 
feaft of the paflbver, to which there was a greater refort of 
Jews this yciitj than had ever been known, even from be¬ 
yond the Euphrates (K). ‘ 

' Titus jy 

** Bell. Jud. 1 . vi. c. i. * Ibid, in fin. & cap. 2. 


(I) Jofsph usy who was an eye- 
witnefs of it, becaufe he was {till 
ordered to follow the emperor, 
gives it us as follows (i): 

The auxiliaries marched firft, 
and were followed by the pio¬ 
neers, whofe bufinefs it was to 
level the ground as they went. 
.After them came the general 
quartermafters, who marked out 
dieir encampments, and were 
followed by the baggage of the 
chiefs of the army, under a faf- 
ficient efcort. 

came next, attended with 
his guard, and a fcled number 
of troops, followed by a body of 
horfe, who marched juft before 
the warlike engines ; and afi^r 
thefe came the tribunes and 

(r) /Wrf. 


chiefs of the cohorts,»attended 
v/ith a chofen number of troops. 
Then appeared the Roman eagle, 
I'liiroanded w'ith the enfigns of 
the fcveral legions, and preceded 
by a number of trumpets found¬ 
ing, and followed by the main, 
body, which marclied in rank 
and file fix in a front. Lallly, 
came die futtlers, handicrafts,- 
fAc. attended with a ftrong guard 
of foldicrs, which doled the 
whole march. In this order they 
came to Cophuoy which had . a 
Roman ^ixiian'y and on the next' 
day xoGiheath-faah about thirty 
ftades, or three miles and an half , 
from Jerufalem. 

(K) The chiefs of the Je^ws 
in Pahejline had written, iC leems^ 

,'I, in 

to 
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TituSf being advanced fo near the city, went himfelf to re- Mm-ehts 
odnnoitre its iirengtli aiid avenues, attended only with KxKagainfilt* 
hundred horfe } he Teemed even to flatter himfelf, that, upon rufalera. 
his firft appearance, the peaceable part of the would Vearof . 
open the ^tes to him i but, to his furprize, the fa£lious made Chrift 73. 
fo fudden and vigorous a Tally againft him, that he found him- 
felf quite furrounded with enemies, in a narrow deiile, and 
cut off from his cavalry ; fo that he had no other way left to 
efcape their fury, but to make a defperate pulh, and break 
his way through them j which he at length, almofl; by a mi- 


to invite all their brethren, every¬ 
where, not doubting but their 
prefence, and great concourfe, 
w'ould contribate to quell the 
factious within, as well as oppofe 
the Rotnans without; fo that they 
came flocking to this folemnity 
from all parts of the world. 

But it Teems as if they were di¬ 
rected thither by the hand ofPro- 
dence to fuftcr the puhiflimcnt 
of their fins, the bulk of the na¬ 
tion being there, as it were, Ihut 
up in.a prifon, to add to that of 
%he dcllroying fword, the dread¬ 
ful plagues of famine and pclti- 
lence, which fliortly after de¬ 
voured rlj^m. jofephus reckons 
eleven hundred thoufand who 
died during the ficgc. 

They neitlrer wanted arms, 
warlike engines, men, courage, 
or any thing but experience, to 
make a brave defence; but this 
they made up by their invincible 
oljftinacy and defpair. Their 
city was ftrongly fituate by na¬ 
ture, furrounded with three 
flout walls, and many ftatcly 
and ftrong towers. The firfl, or 
old wall, which, by reafon of 
its vafl thicknefs, was looked 
upon as impregnable, had fiJcty 
ot thefe towers, very lofty, firm, 
and ftrong. The lecond had 
fourteen, and the third., eighty. 
The former of thefe, befides its 


extraordinary height and thick¬ 
nefs, was raifed on an high and 
fleep mountain, and liad a valley 
beneath it of a prodigious depth. 
The other two were high and 
ftrong in •proportion. The cir¬ 
cuit of the city was thirty-three 
ttadcs, or four thoufand one hun¬ 
dred and twenty geometric paces, 
or near four of our miJe.s. 

Befides thefe vafl fortifications, 
there were fcvcral other calllcs 
of extraordinary ftrength, fuch 
as thofe of Hippicos^ Ph 
Murumnc^ and Antonia ; to iay 
nothing of the royal, and Tome 
other Itately and well-fortified 
palaces. The temple ft.ll ex¬ 
ceeded all the red in llrcngth, 
both for fituaiion, it., wails, 
lowers, and otlier b.iildingsjand 
was at leall equal to the bell ci¬ 
tadels then in being \ 2 l. Y.it 
how inl'adicient did all thefe, ;< od 
the vafl quantities of arm-, uf'd 
ammunition, prove, to fi,re 
a nation, whom tne Jnvineju- 
flice had doomed to rue mofl 
dreadful deftruClion I Weii miglit 
Titusf after he had taken >iie 
city, and came to view the m- 
credible ftrength of it, cry out, 
that God muft c'Crainly have 
fought for him, fihee no 
power or ftrength was equal to 
that irtrhidi had now over¬ 
come. 


Set JoJifSutt ihid, c, 


racle. 
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racle, hapi^ly accompH^hed,. even ^wifhfaittt i^^eeivlt^ 
wound, or iofing more than two of his men K After 
narrow elcape, he caufed his army to draw nearer to S^tfas 
within feven /fades of the city, in order to beiiege it in form, 
whilft the fat^ious within were applauding themKlves for their 
late advantage, which they vainly interpreted as a good omen 
of their future fuccefs. I^s legion, which had come by the 
way of Jerichoj being arrived, he ordered it to encamp on 
the mount of Olives^ which was parted from the town on the 
eaft by the brook Cedrorty and where they were on a fudden fo 
furiouAy aAauIted by the befieged, that they were in danger 
of being cut all in pieces, had not Titus come timely to their 
rcfcuc (L). 

It was then that the three fa/^ions, feeing themfelves be- 
Aeged by fo powerful an army, and fo brave a general, be¬ 
gan to think of laying afideall private feuds,, ana join toge¬ 
ther in a vigorous defence againii the common enemy. This- 
union, however, proved but Oiort-livcd; for, on the four-i* 
teenth of Aprils which was u/hering in the paAbver, when 
Eleazar had opened the avenues of his court to the great con- 
courfe that came thither to facrihee, yohn of Gifchala found 
means to Aide in fome of his men with fwords hid under their' 
ftratagem. cloaks among them, who immediately drew their weapons, 
fell on Eleazar\ party, and the reft of the people. Ailed the, 
court of the prieAs with blood, and horrid outcries, and took 
poAeAlon of the place. By this bloody and impious Aratagem 
the three fadfions were reduced to two, Eleaxar*s men being 
all either cut oiT, or after their Aighc were returned with their 
chief, and had fubmitted themfelves to John^ who had now 
He end no enemy but Simon within the walls. From that time this 
Simon/0/n laA renewed his hoftiiicies againft him with greater vigour 
e^eimft he held now the whole temple, fome of the out-parts of it,' 
ike enemy, and the valley of Cedron. Simon had the whole city to range 
emi then in fome part of which John had made fuch devaftations, 

L ferved them for a Acid of battle j from which they 

g^^teeb iinanifflouAy againft the common enemy, whenever 

* Ibid, ad An. 

D/9 adds to what we read had the better; but that the 
in thst TVnvr had many ymos were at length repulfe^, 

fuch bloody encountm with the and gave thereby an opportunity 
befieged under the walls, m which to the enemy to open thefiege 
both fides fought fo valiantly, (3}. 
thkt it was hot eafy to Aiy i^hic^ 

{3) tihf l/svi yi,d 'ioeit% bijt. /. v. c, ji. 
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fsfHd V afMr .tto ret(«mcd tc^their uTual« 
turtUng th^ armt eadi othet^ a& if they 

hM imnk tOfinake mt ^iiin laore eafy to the Romans, 

Th^y in !l^ mean time, urem cirawing ftiS nearer to the 
vwtti, having with great labour and pains ^leveled all Ae 
ground between Se$pas and them* by pulling down all the t ^ 
houfes and hedges, cutting down the trees, and even cleaving 
the rocks that ftood in their way, from Scopas to the tomb 
of Htrodi and Betharoy or r/ie pool of ferpents ; in ^hich 
work fo many hands were employed, that they finished it In 
four days ^ 

Whilst this work was doing, Ttius Tent the belieged 
fome offers of peace ; Joftphus was pitched upon to be the in 
meffenger of them ; but they were reje^ed with mdignation.yvrw. 

On the morrow they made a fliew of accepting them, in/b-’ 
much that fome of the Romans^ believii% them in earneff, 
ventured, contrary to their generaPs order, to enter the city, 
and narrowly elc^ed with their lives. He font a fecond time Offtrs of 
JNieanor and fo/tphus with frelh offers, and the former re> pe^^a rt~ 
ceived a wound in his (boulder } upon which 77 tas refolvedjs^s^- 
to begin the affault in good earneft (M), and ordered hi& men 
to rafe the,fuburbs, cut down all the trees, and ufe the ma¬ 
terials to raife platforms againff; the wall. Every thing was 
i^ow carried on with invincible ardour ; the Ramans began to 
play their engines againff: the city with all their might $ and it 
was by one of thefe that fsfus the Ton of AnanuSy who had 
fo long foretold the deftru£lion of the JtwiJh nation, was 
killed * 

The Jews had likewife their machines upon the walls, Jews 
which they plied with uncommon fury : they had taken them defpetate 
la^Ly from CefiiuSy when he retired fo Ihamefully from them; defence, 
but th^ were fo ignorant in their ufe, that they made little 
execution with them, till they were better inffruiffcd by fome 
Rnnfan deferters : nil then, their chief fucceff was rather 
owing to their .trequent f^lies } but the Roman legions, who 
had all their towers and machines before them, made terrible 


t Ibid cap. 7. 

<M) The place where Tr/jw, 
having taken a full'view 
the city, chofe to begin 
hts attack, was towards the tomb 
of the Mgh-prieil bothbe- 
dauie it ffW on the lowed 
ground, and becaufe die outer 
w^l was low, and not defended 

yah, X. 
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on that fide by the nuddtemofts 
ib that when ihebrejiwh was made 
on tlte former, it was eafy 
them CO penetrate to the latter, and 
fo eome up to, make 
felves mafiets Qvlhe city, 
and next of the temple, by means 
of the fbrCrefs Antonta, ' 

X X havock. 
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htwck. Tkt leaft ftones they threw were oeer in tnufinei 
weight; and thefe th^ couM threw length twe Hed^ 
or two hundred and nfty paees> end with (uch a lbrte» that 
they could ftill do miichtef on thoft that flood at iooie diftance 
behind them, fitus bad reared three towert fifty cubto 
firfi high on the terrace above^nieiitioned; one of which faaftpening 
•mall iro- to Ml m the middle of the night, greatly alarmed the Rh 
ten and man camfS who immediately ran to arms at the noife it s 
anured. byj upon knowing the caufe, difintfied tbem» nnd 

caufed it to be fet ufr again. Thefe towera, being piaffed 
with iron, the Jevji tried in earn to fet fire to thi^, but 
were at length forced to retire out of the reach of their ftot ^ 
by which the battering-rami were now at full liberty to play 
a^inft the wafi. A breach was fbon made m it, Jti which 
the Remans entered ^ and the J^s, abandmung this lail ifH> 
clofure, retired behind the next. This happened about the 
twenty-eighth of Aprils a fortnight after the beginning of the 
ficge*. 

^hn*i if jehn defended the temple, and the caftle of Antenia^ and 
fence ef Simon the reft of the city. Trtns marched clofe to the fecond 
ike tentpltt wall, and plied his battering-rams agamft it fo furicHiily, that 
^7 one of the towers, which looked towards the nor«^b, gave a 
prodigious fbake. The men who were in it, made a fignal 
” to the Romans^ as if they would furrender ^ and, at the famet 
time, fait Simon Word to be ready to give them a warm re¬ 
ception. Tftuf, having difcovered their ftratagem, plied hfe 
work more fiirioufly, whtlft the Jews that were m the tower^ 
^bt fecond fet it on fire, wfid flung tbemfelves into the flames. The 
tower being fallen, gave them an entrance into the fecond 
bnhn, inclofurc, five days after jhe gaining the firft^ and STstsuy 
who was bent on faving the city, would not fuifer any par| 
of the wall or ftreets to be demc liihed ; which lek the breach 
and lanes fo narrow, that when his men were furioufly re- 
pulfed Smen, they had not room enough to make a qukk 
retteat, fo that there was a number of them- killed iit it. 
This overfight was quickly re£bfied, and the attack reiunve^ 
with fuoh vigour, that the place was carried lour days aftet 
(heir fitft itspulfeo. 

famine The feminct raging in a terrible manner in the city, was 
andpeftf f^on followed by a peftilence ; and as thefe two dreadhil 
knee* judgments mcreafed, fi> did the r^e of the factious, who, 
by their inteftine fends, had deflroyed fuch quantities of pro* 
vifion, that they Were forced to prey upon the people with 
the moil unheanf-of cruelty. Tney forced their houfes^ Snd^ 
if they found any viduals in them, they butchered them fot 


* Ibid. c. 8 ^ A pH 


^ Ibid. c. 10. 
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"ferki. . in* If tit 

tit^ of it i and, if they Ibifnd notbic^ btft ^ 

bare trath. Which was almoft vvtfy-where thpe cafe, they put 
them to the moft fevere tortmes, under pretence that they 
fonw |imvinon conceafed e. / jh^uld^ fays un* 

^iaki an imp^bU tt^s *^erc / to intir hito a mtiail of ail 
thf crueky$ ^ thoft iwl^ui writhes ; it tuill bt fttfklent to 
fay^ that I do not think, that fince creation any city ever 
fujfered fueh dreadful calamittes, or abounded with nten fo fer¬ 
tile in all kind of vnckednefs 

Titus, who knew their miserable condition, ahd was fhil 
willing to fparc them, gave them four days to cool; during 
which he caufed his army to be muftered, and provihom to 
be diftribuccd to them in fight of the feius, who iRocked upon 
the walls to fee it j and it is thought, • that even the moft 
flagitious among the zealots were fo frighted at the fight of 
it, that they would have agreed to a furrender, could they 
have depended upon that pardon, which their black and horrid 
deeds made rhena quite defpalr of. Jofephus was fent to fpeak Jofephiu^:; 
to them afreih, and to exhort them not to run themfelves into Jpeech to 
an inevitable ruin, by obftinately periii^ing in the defence of befei^ 
a place, which could bold oat but a very little while, and 
Whidi the*Romans looked upon already as their own. The 
reader may fee his elaborate and pathetic fpeech in the chapter 
Raft quoted, and which, he tells us, drew a ibod of tears 
fiom him. His ilubborn people, after many a bitter invetStive, 
began to dart their arrows at him : at which, not at all dif" 
eouraged, he Went on with greater vehemence j but all the 
eSe6k It wrought on them, was only that it prevailed on greao 
numbers to neal away privately to the Romans, whilft the 
rbft became only the moie defperate artd refoiute to hold out 
4b lsA» in fpice of Titus’s merciful offers. 

To haften therefore their deftined ruin, he caufed the city The 
to be furrounded with a ftrong wall, to prevent cither their mmurtd^ 
receiving any luccours or provifion from abroad, or their 
efcapiiig his refencment by flight (N). There was now nothing 
to be feen through the i^reets of Jerufalem, but heaps of dead 
bMies rotting above-ground, walking ikeletons, and dying 

• 

r Cap. 11 . * s Ibid, in fin. 

(bi) ThU wall, whielT was three days} by which one nay 
near forty Hides, or five ndles gueft at the ardour of the be* , 
lb ctrenit, was yet carried on fiegers to make thcmfolves na; 
with faeh fpeed, and by fo many fters of the city 
tlfiC it was finiifaed in 
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wretches. As many as were taught bv the R$mafts in their 
falhes, Titus caufed to be crucified m fight of the toivn^ cO 
inje^i a terror among the reft } but the zealots gave it out, that 
they were tbofe who fled to him for protection} which when 
Titus underftood, he fent a prifoner with his hands cut off 
to undeceive and afture them, that he fpared all that volun¬ 
tarily came over to him; which encouraged great numbers 
to accept his offers, though the avenues were ciofely guarded 
by the factious, who put all to death who were caught going 
on that errand A greater niifchief than that was, chat even 
thofe, who efcaped fafe to the Remans camp, were miferably 
butchered by the foldiers, from a notion which thefe had taken, 
that they had fwallowcd great quantities of gold; infomuch 
that two thoufand of.them were ripped up in one night, to 
come at their ruppoied treafure ®. When Titus was apprifed 
of this barbarity, he would have condemned all thofe butcher¬ 
ing wretches to death } but they proved fo numerous, that he 
was forced to fpare them, and contented hiinfelf with fending 
a proclamation through his ^camp, that as many as fhould be 
fufpeCled thenceforward of that horrid villainy, fhould be 
put to immediate death } yet did not this deter many of them 
from it, only they did it more privately than before } »fo greedy 
were they of that bewitching metal. All this while the de¬ 
fection tnereafed ftill moic through the inhumanity of tbe> 
faction within, who made the ipifeiies and dying groans of 
their ftarving brethren the fubje^ of their cruel mirth, and 
carried their barbarity even to the fheathing of their fwords 
in fport on thofe poor wretches, under pretence of trying their 
fharpnefs. 

When they found therefore, that neither their guards nor 
feverities could prevent the people’s flight, they had recourfqie 
to another ftratagem equally impious and cruel; which was, to 
hire a pack of vile prctendeis to prophecy, to go about and 
encourage the defpairing remains of the |>eople to expeift; a 
fpeedy and miracubus deliverance i and this impofture proved 
a greater expedient with that infatuated nation, than their 
oth^er precautions. We fhall not fo far difgiift our readers, as. 
to mention, what miferable fhifts thefe poor wretches made 
ufe of to prolong the fad remains of a life, which ought to 
have been more io..throme under fuch circumftances, than the 
filthy and unnatural aliments they picked up tofupport it ^(0|. 

*■ Ibid. c. ra, & leq. < Qp; 15, * Ibid. 1 . vii. c. 7.. 

(O) Nothing could be more* i^idon they were now reducei^. 
dreadful than the famifhed con- Tne poor, having nothing to 

tfuft 
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upon this fad and pinching juri^turie, that an unhappy 
nfothei^ was Teduc^ to tbo extremity of butchering and eating ^ 
her oien child (P). * owncbtld. 

When this news were fpread through the city, the horror 
and conilernation were as univerfal as rhey were inexpreil^ble. 

It was then that they began to think themlehres fbrfaken by the 


trull to but the Remans mercy, 
or a fpeedy death, ran all ha¬ 
zards to get out of the city; and 
if in their flight, and wandering 
out for herbs, or any other fu- 
ilenance. they fell into the hands 
of any of Tttus'& parties, fent 
about to guard the avenues, they 
were unmercifully fcourged and 
crucifled. if they made the lead 
reli (lance. 

The rich within the walls were 
now forced, tho' in the privated 
manner, to give half, or all they 
were worth, for a mtafure of 
wheat, and the middling foit for 
one of breley. I’his they were 
forced to convey into feme pri- 
« vatc place in their houfes. and 
to feed upon it as it was, with¬ 
out daring to pound or grind it. 
much lels to boil or bake it. led 
the nolle or fmell Ihould draw 
the rapacious zealots to come 
and tear it from tliem. Not that 
thefe were reduced to any real 
want of provilions, but they had 
a double end in this barlmrous 
plunder; to wit. the llarving 
'what they ciuelly diled all ufe- 
lels perfons. and the keeping their 
own dores in referve (5). 

(P) Tins lady, whofe jsame 
was Minant or Mary^ had taken 
refuge, with a vad number of 
others, iu this accurfedcity. irom 
the begiitning of the vAr. ^ As 
the fomme increifed. the fodtoas 
zealots, who. as we ohferved 
lived now altogether 


upon the plunder of the belplefi, 
had often 'forced into het houfe. 
and earned oft fuch proviftons as 
Ihe had been able to procure. 
She had often tried, either fay 
prayers to prevail on them, or 
by the bittered.curres to provoke 
them to put an end to her mifo- 
rable life; thofe inhuman mon- 
fieis llillathought It too great a 
mercy to be granted to her. Kill¬ 
ed at length with fury and de- 
fpair, Ihe foatches her fucking 
child from her bofom, cuts his 
throat, and broils him ; and. 
having fatiated her prelent hun¬ 
ger. Ihe hid the left. 1 he fmell 
of It foon drew thofe voractoua 
carrions again to her houfe; they 
threatcred to put her to the mod 
excruciating tortures, if Ihe did 
not dilcover her provilion to 
them ; upon which (lie goes and 
fetches them the fad relics of her 
mangled lafant, and fets it before 
them, bids them eat heartily, and 
not be fquearniih. flnee (he. the 
once tender mother of it, had 
made no fcruple to butcher, drefs, 
and make a meal of it. At the 
fight of this horrid di(h thofe 
bloody hell-hounds, who never 
had till then felt the lead fpark 
of lemorfe or humanity, were 
feized with fuch fudden dread, 
that they went off trembling out 
of the houfo, and left the afto- 
nifhed mother in full pofle^Qin 
of her difmal fare (6), 



(5) BtU.Jui, uhfep r, 7, Sfyjf, (6) Wft^ap.c, 8. 
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Divine Providence, and (o ^pe(^ the terrU 4 c e 0 e^ (SK 
his ai^r againli the poor tecoatm of thefr nation i infoii;iu£|^ 
that they began to envy diofe that had perilled before theo^,' 
and to wilh'their turn might eomebefore the fad expedh!(f c^ta- 
ftrophe. Their fears were but top ju/l; bnce at the very 

firft bearing of this inhuilhan deed^ wore the total extirpation pf 
city and people. S'nce, faid he, they have fo often refufed 
my proffers of pardon, and have preferred war to peace, re- 
Ixllion to obedience, and famine, fuch a dreadful oneefpeciaUy, 
to plenty, I am determined to bury that curfed metropoliO 
under its ruins, that the fun may never (hoot his beams on a 
city where the mothers feed on the fiefh of their children, 
and thp/athers, no lefs guilty than they, choofe to drive them 
to fuch extremities, rather than lay down their arms. Jn the 
like manner did that good^naturra general expoflulate with 
the Deity for the oth^r cruelties which he faw and heard were 
committed in that wretched metropolis, efpecially at the fight 
of fuch vaft numbers of dead bodies, which, for want of 
burying room, they were forced to throw down from their 
walls into thd adjacent valle}s; taking heaven to witnefs, that 
he was innocent of all thofe horrid calamities which that in¬ 
fatuated nation had brought upon themfelves, and might havp 
prevented by a timely fuSmiffion ” {Q.}* j 

This dreadful a^ion happened iibo^ the end of Jufy, by 
which time the Remans^ having purmw their attacks withi 
freih vigour, made themfelves mafiers of the fortrels Jntenia ; 
which oblig^ the Jews to fet fire to thofe fiately galleries, 
which joined it to the temple, left they fhould afibrd an eaiy 
palTage to the befiegers into this laft About the fame time 
Tttusy with much difficulty, got materials (R) for riufiiig 

nevy 

V Ibid, in fin. v c. 


IQ.) We have thusepitomixed, 
at one view, what Jofepbus has 
fcattered in leveral chapters of 
this and the foregoing book, of 
the dreadful effe^ of this ia- 
nune, that itv might not for the 
future Interrupt thread of the 
fiege, anddemuffionof the city, 
temple, and nation, whidi we 
ftiall now haftpn to bring to a 
conclufioQ. 

All that needs be added to 
make up the lad account of this 
calamity, Js, ihat even thofe. 


who, at the hazard of their lives, 
got kk to the Rmans, and were 
well le^ved of them, did, for 
the gnmlity, meet with theif 
deadts in the plenty of provifions 
which they ibond there. Mjsny 
of them expired with the me« 
in their mouths; oth^^ fid! fata 
dropfies, and ot&m dimunpei^ or 
quite loft the ufe of their ilalm* 
(fiSj The greateft part off thofe 
that had ferved hitherto ror the 
wen either confumed, or 
tendered unfit fibr ferVice. 

fubudP 
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and terraces, in onder to h^lien the (i^, and 
uve« if pomble, t^e fad trains of tfiat once gloriou$ 4 itltc* ' ’ 
tote j but his pity proved ftiti vorfe and vroife iM^ftowed on 
tbofe obftinate wretch^ who only became the itaortffurious ‘ 
am] defperate by it. Tntis at lenefh caufed fire to be fet lo Gatnjit 
ibf gates, after having had a very moody mcouittet, in which «eA'* 
raea were repulfed with lofs. The ytwr were fo terrifi^ 
at it, that they fuffered themfelves to be devoured by the 
fiames without putting an helping hand, either tp extinguifli 
tbeii), or fave themfelves About the fame time, Afafthtat 
the high'prieft, who had encouraged the peo{de to introduce 
Simm into the city, met with a requital worthy of that 
Her of cruelty, being firil tortured, and then condemned to Matthias 
death, together with three of h s Tons, the fourth hal^g hap /« 
ptly conveyed himfelf out of reach. The pretence was, their 
holding correlpondcnce with the M-pm^ns ; and the rdverend 
old pontiff only be^ed as the laft favour, that he might be 
put to death before his Tons •, biit was denied both that, and 
common burial. Ananiat with about feventeen perfons more, 
of rank and merit, were put to death after them r ; beftdes 
many more for having been caught weeping for their deceafed 
friends. All this while yofi^hus did not ceafe exhorting them 
to furrender, to reprefent to them the dreadful confequences 
of an obflmate refifiance, and to affure them, that it ^as 
out of his mere c(g|paffion to them, that he thus ha2arded 
his own life to fave^eus : he received one day fuch a wound Jofephus 
in hts head by a ftone from the battlements, as laid him for •wsWei. 
dead on the ground. The ye^^s fallied out immediately to 
have fcAxed on his body ; but the Roman: proved too quick 
and ftrong for tbemi and carried him off * (S), 

Bv ' 


» Cap. 9. Cap. 15. * Ibid. 


fiibarbs, and adjaceut parts of 
ytnpiyaUmj which abounded with 
the moft beautiful ga^ens, or- 
iChards, and greateft|l^iety of 
fruilh and other crees^ad been 
already^firippcd of all their or 
liaitteQts for the fame and 
were reduced into a wilder- 
nefs. Tnhfs tfiprefoietould not 

e f os bu works with the fkme 

d and vigour, htecaiifi he was 

&reed tp fbnd tfup far frdh 

timber, Xtid otnm’ il)acer|a/ft, at 

a grext diftatice, even fo far as 

% 


ninety Aides, or between eteven 
and twelve miles off 
(S) ytfefktts, by h» own ac¬ 
count, feems to nave led but a 
fad life between tlfe and 

his own coufitfyiheO. Thefe 
looked upon fainl as a vile apo- 
ibite, a traitor to bb Goo and 
country i bad imprlfened hli (the 
Gpoik fiiys. fiftber, but ih» fe- 
qudl (Hews^ fO have been bis) 
ipotber, and snhde her foffitr 
ipaily I t s Sidftlyibi aixl would have 
fbared no crotdties againA hin ^ 
Xx 4 it 
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*rht tenf JBy this time tbe^two withnh ^ efftetklly thK>M 

pit plun- having plumiered rii^ ^nd poor of all they bad» fidl 

dtnd, foul aJjTo on the trealttty of the tfimpk» whence took « 
great qu<intity of golden utenfda he found there, together 
with thofe magnificent gifts that had been preicnted to that 
facred place by the J^ijb kings, by Augujiut^ Livia^ 8i|d 
many other foreign princes, and melted them all to his own 
ufe. The repofitories of the facred oil, which was to main¬ 
tain the lamps, and of the wine, which was referred to ac¬ 
company the ufual facrifices, were likewife feized upon, and 
turned into common ufe ; and the laft of this to fucb excels, 
as to make himfelf and his party drunk with it. All this 
while, only the zealots, but many of the people, were 
ilill under fuch an infatuation, that though the fortrefs Antt- 
nta was loft, as we have hinted already, and nothing left but 
the temple, which the Romans were making ready to batter 
down, yet they could not perfuade themfelves, that God 
would fufter that holy place to he taken by heathens, and 
were flill expedting fome fudden add miraculous deliverance. 
Even that vile monfter Johuy who commanded there, either 
feemed confident of it, or elfe endeavoured to make them 
*rhehe/ieg- think him fo. For, when yofephus was fent for the laft time 
tdfttll tn~ Xa upbraid his obftinately expofing that facred building, and 
fatuated. the miferable remains of God’s people, ^ fudden and fure de- 
ftru^ion j he only anfwered him with^||lb bittereft inve£lives, t 
adding, that he was defending the Lord’s vineyard, which 
JofephusV he was fure could not be taken by any human force, yofephus 
JPeech to m vain reminded him of the many w'ays by which he had pol- 
tbem luted both city and temple; and in particular of the feas of 
blood which he caufed to be (bed in both thofe facred places,'*' 
and which, he aftuied him from the old prophecies, were a 
certain fign and forerunner of their fpeedy furrender and de<* 
ftrudfion (I'). John remained as inflexible, as if all the pro¬ 
phets 

it 

if they could have farprifed him TVVar of this double-dealinglf but, 
into their bands. happily for him, that general 

On ^ other fide, the Roman had conceived too good opi< 
oificers'^ooked upon him as a nion of him to harbour any filch 
faithlefs wretch, who, under pre- fufpicion, and fiill vindicated him 
tence of going to exhor** the be> agamft his accuiers (y), 
fieged to fomnder, did what he (T) Ife alluded proilb^y to the 
pould to encourage them to hold eleventh and followhijg m||ps 
pot to the M, extremity I ui^* of Xttbaryy of which we Mwe 
, patieh that levemi of them did given feme hint a little higher s 
• pqe feruple to igoife.hhit or it be prhaps, that he had 

, {?) p* vhaji^f 
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btd aflTufed him of 1 4 !^i«eramcoi Hi^fa llfevs thcM 
of a jttdidai Howev^, « gifltit nufr^r Sm* 9/ 

of the people were fo moved’ By dircourfe, that they th 

fled prefently after the to Bimanss and amongft them Tome *i t/cau 
perfons of rank and figure, particularly Jofeph the fon of f9 th$ Ro* 
€!abbi^ ta^efus the fon of Damneusy Who had been both hi^» mans, 
priefts. Ittus gave them a gracious reception, and fent them 
to Gophnoy a'idace fituate between Samaria zn^bij^ydday tilt 
the conclufion of the war; but he was forced m fend for * 
them back, to contradidi a report, which the fo£lioua had ^ 
cunningly f^read, of their having been put to death *. " 

At length 7 /r»r, forefeeing the inevitable ruin of that Titus 
flatelv edii^, which he was nill extremely defirous to fave, nvilliitg U 
vouchfated even himfelf to fpeak to them, and to perfuadc>2»^^ 
them to furrender. But the factious, Iwking upon this con- 
defcenfion as the effects of his fear, rather than generoilty, 
only grew the more furious upon it, and "forced him at laft to 
come to thofe extremities, which he had hitherto endeavoured 
to avoid. That his army, which was to attack the temple, 
might have the freer paiTage towards it through the caiUe An- 
iontay be caufed a coniiderable part of the wall to be pulled 
down, and leveled ; which proved fo very ftrong, that it took 
him up ieven whole days, by which time they were far ad¬ 
vanced in the month of "July, 

\ It was on the fevditeenth day of that month, as all Jofe- 7 he Jaily 
phus'% copies have it (U), that the daily facnfice ccafcd for thtfaerifee 

id. 

* Cap. 16, 


an eye to the doom which Chrift 
had pronounced againft that mur- 
dering and apoftate city, of which 
he faw the &r greater part al¬ 
ready accompliflied enough to af- 
fure him of the reft. For, as 
we haveelfewhereobferved, it is 
fcarcely to be fuppofed, but that 
fuch a man as Joftphut had more 
than once conv^ed with feme 
Chiiftians, who might have ap- 
prifed him of it, or, as an hifto- 
rim, he m'mht have re^ it in 
fdniw one ot the gofpels. 

(U) A modem critic fuppofes 
an error to be in that date, laid 

{SJ TifftmtKt. ntt. tn ruin,yu4. 
t e/ft Matmuy Hekatb Tatuum, 1 


that it was originally written the 
feventh or tenth of that month 
(8). But, beiides that it is fe- 
venteen in all copies of J»Jephu$y 
the Je-wf have kept their faft in 
memory of this option on that 
very day ever lince (9) 

This daily lacriiice, called by 
the Jenos *1X011 thamidy By the 
Grtiks and by the 

Lahns jugiy confifted of two 
lambs, the one of which was 
ofiered in the rooruii^ towards 
fun-rifing, after the burning of 
the fiwred inoetde, and the other 
in the evening, or, as the 

(9^ Vti. Mfhttlatb ^ebauttby €. is. 
5. Snxt.ffnag. yiul. f, 3O. 

hrew 




tim^ fitice its reftoradon hy the bniv« Mctsgaktiljk 
mentioned^in a former fedion there beii:^ no picker perlbft 
left in the temple to ofitf it up. Titm caufe^ the 
to be feverely upbraided for it; exhoitted to (et vrbotp 
he would to perform that office, rather man fuffer the fervice 
of God to be fet afide; and then challenged him and 
party to come out of the temple, and fi^ht on a more proper 

S ound, and thereby fave that facred edifice from the wry of 
e-Raw/m troops*. When nothing coujd prevail on them, 
they began to A t fire again to the gallery that yielded a com- 
pnunication between the temple and the caiUe Jntama, The 
yrufSi as we have hinted before, had already burnt about 
i twenty cubits of it fn length ; but this fecond blaze, which 

was likewife encouraged by the befieged, confumed about 
fourteen more} after which they beat down what remaned 
fianding. On the t^enty-feventh of y«/y, the Taw, having 
filled part of the wefiern portico with combuitible matter, 
Romans made a kind of flight, upon which fon^e pf the forwardeft gf 
MZ-wtr- the Romans having fcaled up to the top, the Jews fet fire to 
isJ. it, wbivh flamed with ftfch fudden fury, that many of them 
wae confumed in it, and the reft, venturing to Jump down 
from the battlements, were crufti^ to death. Jrtorius was 
the only one who efcaped, which he did by fhe ftratagem 
mentioned m the note «* (U). 

fit to Ok the very next day, Tttus having fet fire to the nortfi 
tbt ttmf/e gallery, which inclofed the outer court of the temple, from 
^atis* Antonia to the valley of Cedron^ got an cafy admittance 

into it, and forced the befieged into that of the priefts. He 

^ See before, p. 283, * Bell. Tad. 1 . vii. c. 4. * lUd. 

lib. vii. c. 6. 


tronu hath it, between the two 
evenings, that is, between three 
so the afternoon, and fun-ietting. 
.It was a barot'offitring, and was 
therefore let on a flow fire, that 
It mwht be the longer a burning. 
We have fpoken of it in a for¬ 
mer vdluzne (i), to whkli we 
refer. 

All that we neeu m add is, 
that, if the 7#««u have appomted 
their fidb right, the ceoang of 
k here vras on the ikm day on 
whsch Mo/ii bsbke ^ two 


tables, the dty of yerufatem was 
deftroyed, the book of the law 
burnt by Apb/athmos {Epiftmon, 
or Autiocbus Epipbanes\t and the 
flatUe of yupitor ftt up in the 
temple, as the reader may fte m 
the three authors laft quoted. 

fU) This fiddierofalervlBg one 
of hk cooipaaions beb>w« named 
LneitUt proniifed tq^nuike him 
his hdr, if he wmi» mtch him 
in his fall. He did fo, an^daved 
Aftoriut, but WH hiaiftlf cmfbed 
by histireigbi{a}i 


1# 


<0 St* W. in. y. 55, pp 64, ® (N). 
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in vain fix day« to batttr down one nf the salteriea ^ 
that precin^i with in hekpoUs (W): he was /orced to mount 
his batterjng'xams on the terrace, which ww failed by this 
time; and y<!t the ftrengtb of this wall was fuch, that it 
eluded the force of theie alfo, though others of his troops 
Were in Tapping k. When* they iound) that neither rams 
nor fiippiog coudd gain gioond, they bethought themfelves of 
Scaling} but were vigoroufiy repulfi^ in the attempi« with the 
lofs of Tome ftandaros, and a number of a>en. When Titus 
therefore found, that hia defire of faving that building was 
like to coft fo many lives, he fet fire to the gates, which, 

|>emg plated with filver, burnt all that ni^t, whilft the me¬ 
tal dropped down in the meking. The name Toon commu¬ 
nicated itfelf to the porticoes and galleries, which thebefiewd 
beheld without offering to flop it, but contented themrelves 
with fendii^ whole vollies of impotent curfes againlt the 
^kjonmns. Inis was done on the eighth Augufl^ and on the 
next day, Titust having given orders to exttnguifh the fire, 
called a council, to determine, whether the remainder of the Titus 
temple (X) fliould be faved or demolifhed. That general was tails a 
kill for the former, and moil of the reft declared for the latter ; ctutteil. 
and alleged, that it was no longer a temple, but a feene of 
war and (laughter, and that the Jews would never be at reft, 
as long as any part of it was left ftaoding % but, when they 
« found Ttus ftiffly bent on preferving fo noble an edifice, againft; 
which, he told them, fie could have no quarrel, they alf came 
over to his mind. The next d^, Mgujl the loth, was there- Jews 
fore determined for a general aluult ; and the night before the fulftd, 
yews made two dpfperate failles on the Romans ; in the hft of 
which, thefe, being timely fuccoured by Ttusy beat them 
back into their inclofure*. 

Bt 7 T whether this laft yewtjh effort exafperated the befiegers. The ttmpfy 
or, which is more likely, as Jofephtts thinks, pufbed by the hand fst n firta 
6 f Providence, one of the Roman foldiers, of his own accord, 
took up a blaxtng fire-brand, and, getting on his comrade's fhoul- 
kers, thietf it into one of the apartments that furrounded the 

* Ibid, c 9, 4 :10. 


iW) This was a kind of bat¬ 
tering engSUe : its name fienifies 
d town-taker. Wehavedeiwibed 
a former volume (a), 

' fX) That is, the undimry, 

•ad moftboly pkee, with nM the 
chamben, ^lerias, 6fe, d^ereto 
beljxugit^, as the imwler may lee 

(|) vrf. viiUp, 175, fif/tjt 


them delcribcd ii^a former lec¬ 
tion. Among thw who were 
for deftroyiag it, was Tihrius 
Alexander, probably the fame 
apollate Jew, who had been pr»- 
tm* of Jtdesa^ and was now com¬ 
mander of the Roman legions., 


fan- 
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fah^uary, through a window, and immediately let the whofe 
nonh-lide on a flame up t0 Ae third ftory, in the fecond 
year of Vefpafian^ the twen^-firft of king Jlgrippa, and on 
the fame fatal day and month in which it had been formerly 
burnt by Nabiuhadnezzar *, Titus, who was gone to reft 
himfelf awhile in his pavilion, was awaked at the noife, and 
ran immediately to give orders to have the Are extinguiihed. 
He called, prayed, threatened, and even caned his men, but 
in vain ; the confuflon Was fo great, and the foldiers fo obftl- 
nately bent upon deftroying all that was left, that he was nei¬ 
ther heard nor minded. Thofe that flocked thither from the 
camp, inftead of obeying bis orders, were buly, either in 
Titus tn- killing the Jews, or in increaflng the flames. When Titus 

that all his endeavours were vain, he entered into 
the Jana u~ fanftuaty, and jhe moft holy place, in which he found 

*/? fumptuous utenfils, and other riches, as 

an rtpe exceeded all tfiat had been told him of it. Out of the 

former he faved the golden candieftick, the table of (hew- 
bread, the altar of perfumes, all of pure gold, and the book 
or volume of the law, wrapped up in a rich gold tilTue; but 
in the latter he found no utcnlils,' becaufe, in all probability, 
th y had not made a frefli ark, fince that of Salmon had been 
The fan- lili. Upon hi coming out of that facred place, fome other 
auary foldiers fet fire to it, and obliged thofe that had ftaid behind 
burnt. to cunie out; they all fell foul on the plunder of it, tearing 
even the gold plating off the gates and timber>work, and 
carried off all the colTly utenfils, robes, they found in it, 
infomiKh that there was not one of them that did not enrich 
himfclt byu6. 

An horrid An hornd maffacre followed foon after, in which a great 
tuajfacre. many thoufands perilhed ; fome by the flames, others by the 
fall from the battlements, and a greater number by the ene- 
iny*s fwoid, which deftroytd all it met with, without di- 
ftindion of age, fex, or quality. Among them were U]^- 
wardb of fix thoufand perfons, who had been feduced thither 
by a falfe prophet, who promifed them, that they fhould find ft 
fpcedy and miraculous reltet there on that very day. Some of 
them remained five whole days on the top ot the walls, and 
afterwards shrew themfelves on the generars mercy ; but were 
anfwered, that thev had out-ff ud the time, and Were led to 
execution (Y). They carried their (ury to the burning df 

all 

^ Conf. 2 Kings xxv. & Joseph, ubi fap. c. 9, in fin. ' 9 llnd. 

SeUq. 

(Y) Probably to* be criiciBed» in his return from Tttoah, hft 
for JaJtpbuf tells us there, that, ^bferved a number of them 1^ 
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all the treafure-houf^ of the place, though they were full trea- 
the rlthcft furniture, plate, veftirn nta, and oiner things of/“" 
value, whi^ had been laid up m thofe places for fecurity. 

In a word, they did not ceafe burning and butchering, till 
they had deftroyed all, except two of the temple-gate<>, and 
that part of the court which was deftined tor the women l», 
in memory of this deftrudion, and of that of Nebuchadnezr AfiriS 
%ar, they teep a folemn faft on the ninth of the month 
anfwering, in part, to our Augujly which 1 . fts full twenty- onthisd^n 
four hours j during which time they neither eat, drink, or 
ufe the leaft refrefbment; but the ilridleft of them keep them* 
felves barefoot, in prayers and tears, from fuii-fcttmg to the 

next fun-fet *. tn • 

In the moan time the feditious having made fuch a vigorous Tbe/aAf 

pofh, that they efcaped the tury of Romans^ at toi 
the prefent, and retired into the city, they founu all the ave- * 

Hues of it fo well guarded every-where, that there was no 
poflibilitv left for them to get out j which obliged them to fe- 
cure th“infelvts as well as they could on the fouth-lide of it, 
from whence Simon^ and John of Gifchala^ fent to defire a 
parly with Tr/ar. They were anfwcred, that though they 
had been.the caufe of ail this bloodfhed and ruin, yet they 
fhould have their lives fpared, it they laid down their arms, 

Sand furrcndcrcd themfelves pnfoners. To that they replied, Tbeir 
that they had engaged themfelves, by the moft folemn oaths, defperate 
never to furrendcr; and therefore only begged leave to retire rejolutiom 
into the mountains with their wives and children: which in- 
folence lo exafperated the Roman general, that he caufed an 
herald to bid them ftand to their defence i for that not one 
of them ihould be fpared, fince they had rejected hts laft 
offers of pardon. Immediately after this, he abandoned the 
city to the fury of his fol(iier«, who fell forthwith on plun¬ 
dering it, felling fire every-where, and murdering ail that* 
fell into their hands (Z) j whilft the fadtious, who were left, 

went 

De Iiac vid. fupra, 433, fub not * Vid. Mehillath Tahanith, 

Tub. mcHf. Ab. Maimon, Buxtorf, & al. fap. citat. 

eoed each to a crofs, and ftill geons. He adds, ^at only one 
a!Hve $ among whom were three of them outlived it; the other 
ef hb acc^uaiatance, whofe liveii two died under their phyficians 
hjS obtained of Titsut and eider- hands. 

ed them immediately to be takjn (12) Jofifhus tells ut (4), how- 
down, and their wounds to be ever, that he <befed the family 
jput under the carp of able fur- of homtos king of Adtabtut^ of 

if' ^ 

ms (4 }/m Vilajcu. 


whom. 



^ 9jf /i? jTtfW. 

wsnt MifdftHiei themfdlves jn the rojraiiMilaCe, tiifei^ rbe;^ 
kiiled eight thoetand who* had takdn Mfhge fhei'e 

Tie it^i 1st the mean nme great preperetione were makkig for d 
atj tain, vigorous attack on the epper el|XMtiaIly oA the royOl pA- 
late } and this took dfetn up fron> ^ twentieth of Jugujf t(> 
the fev^nth of SeptenfiA^ i curing which time great nunnberd 
come and mode their fuhtmlBon to Tttus ; among Whom w^itr 
the forty thoufand citicizens mentioned in the Im note, fome 
of the Edomites^ and two pnefts, who, upon proitiife of 
being fpared, difcovered to htoi a private place in wall of 
the temple, where they found two candlefticks, fotne tabieej 
cups, and other vefFch of maSy gold, with many precioud 
ftoncs, rich garments, and other coftly things. By this time 
the wailtke engines played fo furioufiy on the fai^tis, that 
they were taken with'a fudden panic; and, inftead of fleeing 
Year of into the towers of Htppicis^ Phafaet^ or Mariamng^ Which 
Chnft 73. were yet untaken, and fo flrong, that nothing but famine 
could have reduced them, they ran like madmfcif toWafi^ 
$Ufiaki vrith a deflgn to have attacked the wall of ctreuvxr^ 
vallation, and to have efcaped out of the City j but, beii^ 
there repuifed, they were forced to go and hide themfelves in 
the public finks, and conrfmon fewers, fome one way, »id 
fome another. All the reft the Rb^nans could find Were put 
Tit city to the fword, and the city was fet on Are. This was on the* 
/1/0/t/rr. of Sepundtery when the city was taken and Ittxttttd 

^ Bell Jud. ubi fopra, c. 13. , 

whom we have already fpoken, 
with feveral other perfons of dl- 
ftnidion, who came aod furren> 
dered themlelves to his mercy; 
but he kept them foil pnfoners. 

He kkewife difmifled above 
forty thouland of foe inferior 
fort, who came and implored 
bis pardon, and gave them leave 
to go and fettle where they 
Would. TheBtreth is, that they 
bad already gorged ^Hemfelves 
with lb much blood, that the 
flreams, which ran along the 
flreets, did even put the fire cut. 

And as for the prifoMA, tb^ 
were lb very AUmerbas already; 

(5) Btl/, Jud. tdl fifia, it 15. 

/««i. t. 14k 

7 


that they could not find buyers 
for them, tho* they oflered them 
at the loweft pnees (5} i fb thtft' 
one would have thongllt it hig^ 
time for a prin<% of that exoe!« 
lent character to have wreaked bw 
fury only on the faftious Zealot^ 
and to have fpared the reft. But, 
in all this, he was a^ng mere 
like a feourge fent frofo above 
agamft a feMtIious nation, than 
according to his owft aacuralt in¬ 
clination i and it is vAat hi 
rightly acknowleged, when hk 
army cengratuktM hftn 00 this 
i^ootts and gh»^Ioia coAgeerf 


lif 


^ ($; Fidt Hib hitt h ^t 
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hf TiUu. He vi^ould have put m end to the mafiacre s but * 
hU mea killecf all» c^pt the merfl vigorous, whom they Gant 
up in the porch of the wom^* Juft mentioned^ Fr^tt^ who 
had ftie care of them, referved tm youngeft, and d|oft beauti¬ 
ful, for Tiius^a triumph ; and fent all thai^were above feven- Pnfiners 
teen years of Age into Egypt, to be empic^d in ftHae public fi»t into 
work* there; and a great number cf others were fenc mco £gyp^ 
fercral cities of Syria^ and other provinces, to be expofed on 
the public theatres, to exhibit fights, or be devoured by wild 
beafts The number of thofe prifoners amounted to ninety- 
feven thoufand, befides about eleven thoufand more of others^ 
who were either ftarved through ntgle^l, or ftarved themfelves 
through fullennefs and aefpair (A). 

We have already hid occahon to mention the number Of 
the ftain, as well as ot the prifoners, aocording to JeJepbus, 

Sutienuis and Cornelius Nepvs index'd the 1 imer n 

great deal lefi } they reckon but Itx hundred thoufand of them 
in all, but confidcnng the diftance of time and pU«.e, in wnicb 
they write, it will be eafily granted, that they could not be 
fo well acquainted with it as jajephus, who was a Jew^ and 
an cye-witners. Whether this laft had exaggerated it in com- 
pbment to and the Rsmansy we will not pretend to £iy, 

A curious author has fince taken the pains to make a firefb 
f:omputation out of him, of all that periftied m the feveral 
places throughput rhat kingdom, and out of it, from the begin¬ 
ning to the oMicJufion of the war ® j in which we believe ouV ” 
readera will be glad to fee the whole amount of the feveral 
bloody articles, as ic were, at one view. They are a» 
follows: 


At yerufalem^ by Florus*a orders 6jf> 

By the inhabitants ol Cafarta in hatred totheyroir 20,ooo 

At Scythopoiis in Syria ^ 30,000 ^ J**" 

]0fy the inhabitants of Jfeodon in Falajilne a»500 “**' 

By thofe of PtoUmaU 2,000 

At Alexandria ai Egypt, under Alexander, an apo- J 
* ftatc Jrw I ^ * 

At JDamafitts io,ooo 

^ IMd. c. >6/ Se 17.' ^ JosTvs IrSMsus 4 e conftantw» 

Bbimc 21. 


4A) was bf thb tiaw 

il fevottf witb^ar, 

that hr aottimed eke J^^fy of 
fevml of bb -feiesds ft&d rebi* 
and in particular of hit 
,witli«<M ai^ 


raafent That emperor had Uko*' 
wife given hifn leave to fevc whaa 
he thought fit out of the ruins 
the eicy and temple, but he con¬ 
tented himfelf with thevolua* 
of the fewed wridng^r 

, Al 


I 



a» 


At the lijdtijgi ^ 

In the mountain of Cabuh 
In a fight at Afcahn 
In an ambulh 
At the taking of 
Upon mount Gari^im 
Drowned at Jfippa by a fudden ftorm 
Slain ziTartchaa 

Slain, or killed themfelves at Gamala^ where none | 
were faved but two lifters 3 9»00O 

Killed in their flight from Gifchala 2,000 

At the fiege of jotapa, where Jofephus commanded 30,000 
Of the Gadarenesj befides vaft numbers that drowned > 


8,4^ 

2,000 

10,000 

8,ooO 

<5»ooo 

11,600 

4,200 

6,500 


themfelves 

In the villages of Iduma 
At Gtrajtum „ 

At Machtgron 
In the defert of 'Jardes 
Slew themfelves at Ma(fada 
In by the governor Catulus, of which we 

fhall fpeak by-and-by 

PerUbed at JerufaUm by fword, famine, pefti- 1 
lence, and during the fiege 3 

According to this account, the whole amounts to 


\ 


I 13,000 

10,000 

1,000 

1,700 

3,000 

960 

3,000 

1100,000 

* 337 > 490 ( 


Befides a vaft multitude that died in the caves, woods wilder- 
nefies, common-fewers, in b^niftiment, and many other 
ways, of whom no computation could be made; and ten 
thou^d that were flain at Jotapat more than our author ha» 
reckoned. For jofephus mentions exprefly forty thoufand, 
but he only thirty thoufand (B). 

Whiist 


(6) To thefe if we add the 
idnMny-ievei) thotdand prifoners, 
^med in all appearanoe to a 
captivity laflnitely worfe than 
and the eleven thouflud, 
which, as we.hint^^above, pe- 
ridhed either through the 
of their keepers, or ineir own 
fnUeo defpair, the amount will 
be abovo one million fotu* hnn> 
dred and ^rey>fivo thottiand. 
Whac ftiU more ajggravates this 
deftrudioofs, that the fiir great- 
eft part of them were ftraageic^ 
|hatis, wervT^r* *• wo 


obftrved a little higher, were 
written to, and invited from re>^ 
mote parts of the world, even 
from be)road the nver Egpbratu^ 
by their brethren at 
to come and aflift them i4<'(fae 
defence of their religion and li¬ 
berties, their country, city, and 
temple inftead of whhdi the|i' 
met with the moftihreadftd deaths 
there, and (hared in the commonT 
rain, the | 91 v^ Pro¬ 

vidence moer it, that thto,,wbo^ 
thitr ftrenuons oppontiOn ojE 
geft«liiiaU the parts of chi^ 




f^mitry^OtSeni >6$9 

WHitsi* the foldiers were ftiU bufy in burning the re> 
mains of the city, and vifiting all die fink^, jakes^ and common-' 
lowers, where they found and killed numbers of other poor 
creatures, who had hid themfelves, Smen and Jabn, the two Simon oed 
grand rebels, were found, and brought to Tttusl who ordered 
uient to be referred for his triumph. Jokny being pinched 


difperfion, had (hared in the guilt 
of the crucifiers of its Divine 
Author, Ihould be Involved in 
their pumfhment. 

TUuSf as we have feen, ac> 
bnowleged more than once the 
hand of Providence, both in his 
extraordinary fuccefs againil them, 
and in the invincible obftinacy 
with which they, to the laft, pre 
Arred their total dellruAion to 
his oft-repeated proffers of mercy. 
Jo/ephtts hath fcarce a chapter, in 
which he doth not aferibe all 
thefe dreadful calamities, and the 
final ruin of his nation, city, and 
temple, to'an over-ruling power, 
to the offended Deity, or to the 
*fins of the people; but no-vvhere 
more pathetically than in that 
chapter, in which, befides the 
old prophecies, he Aims up a 
number of dreadful warnings lent 
beforehand, not fo much to re¬ 
duce them to obedience, as to 
let them difeern the Almighty 
hand that was now pouring down 
the moil dreadful phials of his 
suiger againfi them. We have 
alj^y taken notice of that ex¬ 
traordinary country-fellow Ana- 
ms, who had kept pronouncing 
wo and deflruflion to them du¬ 
ring feven whole years. It will 
not be amifs to clofe this fad ca- 
taftrophe with fome other fignal 
Ones out of the fame jewijh hiflo- 
rian, which were no lefs remark- 
dde than dreadful. 

Of this clafe was tl||t llrange 


comet, which hung over Jiru/a- 
lent one whole year, in the fhape 
of a fword: the extraordinary 
light that was feen round the 
altar at the ninth hour of the 
night, upon the celebrating of 
the pafchal feaft, and which was 
looked ^on by the ignorant as 
a good omen, but by the vvifer 
fort as a forerunner of a dreadful 
war: a cow delivered of a lamb, 
as fhe was led to the altar to be 
facriAced : the caftern gate of the 
temple made of foiid brafe, and 
fo heavy, that it required twenty 
pair of Aout hands to open and 
ihut it, which was flung open in 
the middle of the night, though 
faflened with ilrong bolts and 
bars: the air before fun-fet Ailed 
with chariots, and armed men, 
which paired all over that coun¬ 
try, and for the truth of which 
Jofephn appeals to feveral living 
witncfTes, who beheld the dread¬ 
ful Aght, and laflly the voice, 
which, after a kind of rumbling 
noife, was diflinflly heard by the 
priefts, who were going to offi¬ 
ciate on the feaft of pentecoft, 
and uttered thefe words articu¬ 
lately, Lei us depart ; let us de¬ 
part (7). In fpitc of all which, 
the Jeves,^ wc have feen, con¬ 
tinued as h^dened as ever, and 
liftened only to thofe lying pro¬ 
phets, who flattered them with 
the hopes of a fuddett and mira- 
culoas deliverer. 


(7J BM, Jud, uU f"pre, e» *a. 
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with 
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with hunger, came out iirfl; and, having be^ed his life, db- 
tained it, but was condemned to perpetual imprifonment. Si¬ 
mon, wbofe retreat was better ftored, held out till towards the 
end of O£lobtr, when ncceflity forced him out. He appeared 
on a fudden on the ruins of the temple in a white robe, and a 
purple cloak. The Remans were at firft furprifcd at him i 
but,.undcrftanding foon after, who he was, Terentiu^ Refits* 
who was left commander, feized on him, and font him to 
Cafarea, whither Titus was got by this time, and from whence 
he was conveyed, with his bloody collegues, to Rem, to adorn 
the conqueror’s triumph 

As foon as the Romans had ended their deftru^tive work of 
Vbeeity ^burning and maflaciing, Titus fent them on to demolifh the 
ra/edta ,city, with all its noble ftruilures, fortifications, palaces, tow- 
tbegtoundl walls, and other lornaments and fortifications, down to 
the level of the groqnd, according to Chiifi’s exprefs pre- 
didiion. He left nothing ftanding but a piece of the weflern 
wall, and the three towers of Hippicos, Phafael, and Ma- 
riamne, the former to ferve as a rampart to his tenth legion, 
which he left thete, and the three latter to give future ages 
fome idea of the ftrength of the whole ciiy, and of the fkill 
and valour of its conqueror, flis oidtrs were fo pundtually 
executed, that, except thofe few build ngs above-mtntioned, 
there were not fo much any remains left that could ferve as an ^ 
index, that that ground hid been once inhabited (C). Info- 
much that, when he came to paf* tlitough if, in his way from 
Cerfarea to Alexandt ia, in order to embark for Rome^ he 
**''^*‘» could not refrain bimfclf from fhcddnig plenty of teaw> at the 
iweepso-ver fg dreadful a devaftation, and turfing the wtctches 

its fuins. forced him to be the author of it 

It is not our bufinefs to follow that emperor to his capital, 
Uhtti- Qj IQ defciibethe magnificence of his tnump!', the greatcll 
umph. which that city ever faw : that will be beft done in rhe enfuit^g 
Roman hiftory. All that is pi oper to be faid on that head here, 
is, that John and Simon, at the head of ftven hundred of the 
handfomeil: Jtwiflj captives, were made to adorn the triumphal 
chariot; after which Simon, having been dragged tlirough the 

a Belt. Jud. ^ fup. & feq. “ Cap. 18 , ic feq. 

(C)The7awj/^ tradition adds, feems ewggerated, fince there is 
that caafed the plough to great reafon to believe, there were 
be driven over it} which cere- Itill many confiderable ruins to 
mony, according to the Roman be icenj^en in the emperor 
Jaw, condemned the ground to Adrian'^ me, as we may have 
perpetual defolation. 3ut that, occafiou tq fhew in the Roman 
§» AS JoJe^bm*% account, hiilory. 

ftrects 
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ftreets with about his ntck, and feverely fcou^ed, was SimonW 
put to death with Come other leaders, and was Joha’r 

-fent intoperpetu.^! imprifonmentP (D). 

Titus had left three caftles ftill uncaken, namely thofe of 
Herodim and MaJJada on this, and that >.'f Mfscharon on the ‘ 
other fide Jordan. The firft of them was foon after taken by ‘ 
capitulation by Lucilius Bajfus^ who had been appointed lieu¬ 
tenant of Judeea. He went prefently after, at the head of 
a good number of troops, to befiege that of Macharotty which Machas- 
was a very firong place, and likely to have held out a long time. A'’*' 
But a lucky accident, which the reader may fee in the note ^‘”dtrtd, 
(E), obliged the befieged to furrender, upon condition that 

they 

P Cap. 24. 


(D) 7VV«/’s triumph was fur¬ 
ther adorned with a great num¬ 
ber of trophies brought from 
Judtea ; among the principal of 
which were thofe which had been 
taken out of the fanfluary, fuch 
as the golden table of fhewbread, 
which wc’ghed fcveral talents j 
the feven-branch candleilick, a 
> rich and curious piece of art; 
the roll or volume of the law. 
covered with a coftly gold cloth, 
which was carried the laft of the 
three, as' the moil venerable of 
all the trophies. The two for¬ 
mer ^itus caufed to be placed in 
the temple of Peace, which his 
father had built; the latter, to¬ 
gether with feveral curious and 
coftly veils of the temple, and 
other rich furniture, be conveyed 
into his'own palace (8). 

There are llill Ibme coins ex¬ 
tant of that emperor, ftamped 
with a trophy and triumphant 
chariot, and of his father, with 
the image of a woman fitting for- 
rowful under a palm-t^, with 
the inft:ription of JudfA capta ; 
with fome others coined in the 
twenty-firft year of ^usLAgrippUy 
with thde words in Ve- 


ipafian emperor, and Caslar. Ju¬ 
daea auas taken in the tnjjenty-firji 
of Agrippa. 

To thefe medals we may add 
Ibme fragments in baf-relief, re- 
prefenting Ve^afiau and his Ton 
Titus ^ triumph, and on which is 
ftill to be diiiinguiflied the feven- 
branch candleilick, with other 
facred utenftls. Some have pre¬ 
tended alfo to difeover the ark 
in it; but we have already feen, 
that there was no fuch thing in 
the moft holy place : and it is 
moft likely to be only the table 
of the ftiewbread, which was not 
altogether unlike it ; but the mif- 
fbrtune is, that time has fo de¬ 
faced this noble monument, that 
it is not eafy to difeover any thing 
in it with certainty, except the 
candleftick above-mention^. 

(£} There was in that caftle 
a young nobleman highly efteem- 
ed for his valour, who, after hav¬ 
ing given tlm beft(%ers a ftout 
repulfe in a fally, unfortunately 
ftrayed out of the gates, to fpeak 
to the people on the wall by way 
of bravado. An Egyptian, then 
in the Roman army, came fwiflly 
behind him nnperceived, took 


] 


I 


■» * * they fliould have liberty to ret^ whither tb^||^red; wh£^ ' 
betf^ cejidily granted to tbeim they went and joined fome oC 
* their revdltra brethren, who had weltered themfelves iir the ^ 

foreft of gardes. Hither Bajfm came, and attacked them, * 
after a defperate combat on both Tides, totally defeated 
erne ly them, with Judas their chief, who had fav^ himfelf out of 
Baifus, Jerufalemy through one of the aquedu^s of that city 

Death having prevented from putting an end to 

the war, Flavius Silvay his fucceiTor, alTembled all his forces 
JdaiTada to attack MaJJadoy now the only remaining fortrels in the 
itjitgtd, rebels hands. The place was prodigioufly ftrong both by art 
and nature, well ftured with all providons, and defended with 
a good number of ficarii and aflalHiis ; at the head of whom 
was one Eleazar, the grandfon of Judas the Gaulmitey often 
mentioned in this apd a former iedlion. Silva, having in 
vain tried his engines and battering rams againft it, bethought 
himfelf of fui rounding it with an high and ftrong wall, and 
then ordered fire to be let to the gates. The wind favouiing 
him, pufticd the flame lo fiercely againft the Ji ms, that EUa~ 
7he defpe- zar, in a kind of derpaii, perfuaded them firftto kill all their 
fate end of wives and children, and next to choofe ten men by lot, who 


ibe be 
Jieged. 


ftiould kill all the reft ; and laftly, one out of the furviving ten 
to difpatch them and himieif, which was accordingly executed 
out of hand , onl/ this laft man was ordered to Icthre to the 
place, before he finiftied this bloody tragedy. On the next^ 
morning the Romans, who were preparing to fcale the place, 
were ftrangely fiirpiifcd to fee and hear nothing move ; upon 
which they made iuch an hideous outcry, that two .women, 
who Jiad conct-aied themlelves from the maflacre in fomeaque- 
du<3:, came out, and told them the deiperate citalhophe of 
the befieged, winch put an end to that dteadful war ^ Fe- 


^ Cap 25 . ' Cap. 28 . 


him up in hi^ arms, and carried 
him off. 

When Bajffus had got the no¬ 
ble youth in his power, hecaufed 
him to be (irippra ^nd fe- 

verel/ fcourged, in roe view Of 
the befieged, who filled imme¬ 
diately the air with their Cries. 
Baffus, perceiving them fo moved 
at the fight, earned a crofs to be 


erefled, and gave them to under- 
ftand, that he would cruafy hun, 
unlefs they prevented it by a time¬ 
ly forrender. The firacagem had 
the defired effect; and the Jews, 
not being fo hardened as thofe of 
Jerufale^, chofe to capitulate, 
and foQir after Turrendered th» 
place, on the conditions above- 
mentioned (9}. 

■c. 
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7 ^^ Mb 00 be fold t» hb tim vk 
And all At^ms Within die Rnum empare to pax.^llbe nfoal 
'tribute of half a fliekeH or two drachms, to (h trcdoiy, 
which they were before on^ed to pay to thatof the fanduaty *« 

The temple and holy cl^ thus d^oyed and leveled With 
^he ground, and the whole natbn either miferably'buried under 
Its ruins, or difperfed into other countries, might, one would 
think, have opened the eyes of the poor remains of that once 
favoured people, and cruihed at once all hopes and expedition 
of any other deliverer, but him whom they had rejeAed and 
crucified. Many of them were indeed moved, but the far great¬ 
er part remained in dieir infatuated date, and, according to 
Chrift’sown prediction, have been difperfed ever fince overall J®w8^’/f 
the world, to atteft his truth, and their own obdurate blind- 
nets, till the happy time comes when the veil lhall be taken 
off their eyes. When that will be, is pne of thofe fecrets 
whicli Goo has been pleafed to leave as yet unrevealed ; and 
which it would be vain and prefumptuous to fearch too cu- 
rioufly after. Enfebius adds to their fad cataftrophe, that, 
after the deftrudion of Jeaufalem-^ Fefp^iati caufed all the 
fprouts of the houfe of yudah tO be cut oir c, to deprive them 
at once of all hopes of a deliverer, or futuie Meffiah. Not- Tiire- 
withfi inrl.hg which, the zealots made feveral attempts to wains of 
regain their power; firft in Egypt, where it coft feme of their royal 

neadb, and caufed their temple at Alexandria, mentioned inj^*'^ 
a former feCtion to be quite (hut up ^ (G). Next in Cyrene 

* Ibid. c. 26, in fin ^ Ecclef. hift. 1 . iii. c. 12. * See 

before, p/301. Bell, ubi fupra, c. 30, ad fin. 


(P) He only referved the town delivered up to the Rowans, and 
of Etmnaus, which he befiowed fix hundred of them put to death, 
on eight hundred of bis bed vete> Vt/pajian being apprtfed of it/ 

rans, to plant a new colony there, and fearing left tlmr Aleseanirian 
and from chat time that place temple fliould afford them a ficefti 
took the name of Nicopolis (ij. pretence of aftemblingthemfidves, 

(G) Theie wretches, who were and raifing fome new {edition in 
undoubtedly the relics of the Gaxf- Egypt, fenc orders to Ls^ns hit 
lonitifls fii£tton, fince even their governor there to demoUfo it« 
children fuffer^ the ievereft tor- Sut he contented himielf with 
meats, rather than acknowlege {hutting it up. Paulinus, who 
{or their lord (z), met at fucceeoM him foon after, ftripped 
firft with a kind reception from it of all its ornaments, and rich 
cheur brethren of AU^assdria, furniture, and cauied the g^Ws 
fiat they quickly became olmo- of it to be quite walled up, to 
xious to them by fowing their prevent any further woribip being 
leaven of fedition. To prevent offi:rcd up in it (3). 
the ill effeAs of which, they were 

(1) C«/i a6. (aj Jhd, tap, eg. (j) Cop, 30, oJJto, 
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of Libyai where one of them, named Jonathmfy fet upi^ibf 
prophet) and perfuaded about two thoufand of his brethren i 
there, to follow him into the defert, where he promifed 
(hew them wonders, and where Catuilus, the then governor, 
caufed them to be purfued and defeated 
Agrippa After the redudlion of Jernfalem and ytiiaa^ Agrippa 
WBere- and his filler retired to Rome^ probably with TV/ar, who was 
wc^jg'9 /« excelfive fond of both, but especially of Berenice. We hare 
feen, through the courfe of this laft war, how ferviceable the 
brother had been to that general, accompanying him in per- 
fon, and affifiing him with men and ammunition, for which, 
we are told, Ttius got his kingdom inlarged by the emperor, 
and procured him praetorian honours. But his extraordinary 
friendlhip for that piince flowed chiefly from his fpecial fond- 
nefs for his filler, wbo now lived with him in his palace, and 
ruled every thing as if Ihe had been his real wft. We have 
hinted foine former’reports publicly fpread concerning her in- 
celluous intrigues with her brother, and for which Ihe had 
given but too good a foundation. T'ttns could hardly be igno¬ 
rant of it; but her beauty had focaptivated him, that he over¬ 
looked every thing elfe } infomuch that he had promiled her 
marriage, and would in all probability have kept it, hao hi not 
found, that the Remans were wholly averfe from it,* parrly on 
account of her being a JeweJsy and partly on that of her royaL 
^defeent. To pave hunlelf therefore the way to the empire,^ 
Bifcarded he was forced to difeard her invitus iuvitam as Suetonius 
iy him. elegantly exprefles it. What bepame of her afterwards, is not 
worth inquiring. As for Agrippa^ he was the laft of the He- 
rodian race that bore the royal title, and is fuppofe 1 to have 
Agrippa's died nt Rome about the feventieth year of his age, and in the 
deathf and ninetieth of jefus Chrift JoJephus has this remarkable 
end of the frying on the Herodtan hne. That they all failed within an 
Herodian hundred years % though they were at firft fo numeious, as we 
family. hayfi feen them in the genealogy of Herod the Great. 

This was the end of the Herodian family, and of the 
Jewijh nation and polity, and is fo much the more remark¬ 
able, confidering that the fuccin^ account we have of it is 
written by a Jew of fuch extraordinary charafler, and that 
the dcilru6lion of the city and people, cfpecially of their tem¬ 
ple, IS found upon the whole fo exadlly conformable to the pro¬ 
phecies of Chriil, denounced againft them fo long before. 
One might have expelled, that this ibdi ild have opened their 


* Ibid, c. 31, pair. y Vid. Svbtox. in vit. Tit. ec Xiphil. 
exDione. Justus TiAerivs apud Phot. bibl.cod. 33. * Tit- 

LEMONT, ruinedes Juifs, art. ft not. 41. * Antiq. 1 . xviii. 
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ack n j Pfege liieft* at as the man? others w« ha?e 
Acntioneci in the.ooorfe of this and the laft fefhoti^'whtch 
rove him tfae'Meiiiah, fince they had feen their facnfices, ce- 
lofiial Jaw, their temples their royal flock of yudabt &c* 
^ich they till then thought were to laft for ever, buried, as 
Rt were, under the ruin of ^clr metropolis and conunonwealth. 
Inftead of which, their chief aim and ftudy ever fince has been 
to And falvoes againfl all thole pregnant proofs; to depart from 
the expofitions of their antienn ; to give a new fenfe to the 
prophets, to invent new feeptres for their royal tribe in fome 
unknown parts of the world; and, in a word, to oppofe 
every thing that we urge againfl them, as wc ihall have oc- 
I cafion to fbew in the appendix (H). 

(H) la the mean time it will 
DOC be amtfs to take notice, that 
the y^wf are no^fs at variance 
with than thcChriftians 

haveadmigrd Wm., St. yfrom, 
among other praifes he gives him, 
calls him the L/vy of the yows 
( 4 ). Pbottus and others have 
been (.quilly lavilh of their in- 
cenie ; ami Jlufebm* adds to the 
^eft, t lat he had itatuc reared 
^ h.m y < onfiOcration of his 
Rwrit'i's (5). We (hall not re- 
Jr^at w h It we have often obfei ved, 
as partiality to his nation, and 
p(<tal order. Loth in this 
ter, and o ir former volumes. 

Ins countrymen have trumped 
^another yofephus, known by 
name of Bengotton, whofe 
ory IS compil^ out of the 
verfion of the true yo- 
us (for he doth not feem to 
: feen the original) ; and is 
ed with the moll; palpable ab> 
ities, falihoods, and contra- 
fens to him: and yet the 
Vi give him the higbeft enco* 
rms. In particular, rabbi 
-s^m, who has poblilh^is hi- 
fiory, is not alhamed 
that all he wrote wa^uft and 


true, without the leuH filfhood ; 
that his writings come neater to 
thofe of the prop'^cts, than thole 
of any other Je a tjh author; that 
the hand of God was upon him, 
whilft he compiled his work j 
with fome other commendations, 
which amount almoll to blafphe- 
my (6} That fabulous author is 
lb well known to the learned, 
that wc (hall fpend no time in 
expofing him. The readers may 
lee enough of them in that muti- 
*1 ated edition which Munfter has 
g ven us of it ; though he has 
concealed a great number of 
them. But thofe that have feen 
the large editions that have come 
out fince, will find them fo full of 
errors, that he will readily own, 
nothing but the greateft degree of 
inlatuatton and perverfenefs could 
induce the yows to prefer him to 
the true one, who, fetcing aiide 
his partiality above>mentioned, 
hath all the marks of a judicious 
and exaA hitorian j^y). As to 
the falle one, who is commonly 
thought to have lived ia France 
about the 11 th century, we may 
have occafion to fay fomethj\|% 
more of him in the appendili'' 

;j. (^} Hiji, ecckf, ( 6 ) Pfttf. 

It. Confiamtnop. 1490. (yj ^td. Bajoag. btfi, 

Pnd. Colmt, 0 aU 
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{4) De vir. 

I* yoftpb. Bingceejl^lbi 

END of thi Tbnth VotUME. 





